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FOREST CITY - Rev. Joe 
Richards will be guest speaker for 
revival services at Alexander Bap~ 
Church, 57 South 1rroadway, April 
~- Services will begin at 11 
a.m. and 7 p.rn. Sunday and at 7:30 
p.m. Monday-Friday. 

A graduate of Gardner-Webb 
College, l{ev. Richards is a former 
pastor of the Sandy Mush Baptist 
Church where he served 18 years. 
He has served as moderator of the 
Sandy RUJ"f Baptist Association and 
is chaplain of the Sandy Mush Fire 
Deparu:1cnl 

Spce1al music will be under the 
direction Of Helen Davis. 

Rev. Dan W. Abernathy, pastor, V\ said 1~e PUbJic is invited. 
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alloween: kid's fun 
or pagan worship? 
By ANGELA BURRUS 
Daily Courier Staff Writer 

SPINDALE With 
Halloween only a day" away, 
many people are making last 
minute rounds, buying the last 
of the pumpkins, costumes or 
Halloween decorations. 
But what was once considered 

a purely fun holiday now gets 
mixed reviews in the communi 
ty. 
Although many people still 

see Halloween as a joyful time 
of trick-or-treating, dress-up 
and fun, others find it troubling 
and believe it contradicts 
Christian morals. 

"How can we as Christians 
contribute to rituals on a day 

that repre 
sented the 
highest day 
of Satan and 
his worship?" 
said the Rev. 
Eddie Bolin, 
pastor at 
Alexander 
Baptist 

Bolin Church. 
Bolin oppos 

es Halloween as Satanic and 
believes some of the holiday 

"'"• See Halloween Page 16A 

Ben Butler/Daily Courier 
Melissa Jinkins of Sandy Mush hides behind her son, 
Brandon, during a scare in the Ellenboro haunted forest. 



Continued from Page 1 

traditions imitate early pagan 
practices. 
"I'm not condemning dressing 

. up in costumes and getting 
candy, but I'm condemning the 
day it's done on. If we are sup 
posed to be living by the word of 
God, we need to ask ourselves, 
should we partake and celebrate 
on the day that was meant for the 
occult? 
"I think it's best, as Christians, 

just to abstain from celebrating 
it," he continued. 
Bolin added that Halloween 

draws many people into mischief 
like vandalizing property as well 
as nurturing a gothic fixation for 
horror and superstition. 
Dr. Pat Weichert, a psychiatrist 

at Rutherfordton's Comprehen 
sive Psychology, disagrees with 
Bolin. He views the holiday as an 
opportunity for people to be cre 
ative and to do something out of 
the ordinary, 
Dr. Ann Crummie, of the 

Raintree Clinic, thinks modem 
day practices are no more than 
innocent child's play. 
"Anything that dealt with 

demons was dropped a long time 
ago," Crummie said. "Kids don't 
celebrate it as a demonic holiday. 
It's a time for them to dress in fun 
costumes and get candy." 
Bolin, however, believes that 

emphasizing the significance of 
Halloween candy and costumes 
sugar-coats the issue and con 
tributes to the public's ignorance 
about this spooky celebration. 
He also blames church leaders 

for not educating the public 
about Halloween's origins. 
The Rev. Bill Wyatt, pastor of · 

the Christian Worship Center in 
Ellenboro, agrees with teaching 
Halloween's history in the 
churches. 
"If they banned it entirely, it 

wouldn't hurt my feelings," said 
Wyatt. "I often hear of horrible 

things happening to people on 
Halloween - people poisoning 
people's candy." 
But not all preachers oppose the 

holiday. 
The Rev. Charles Davenport, 

pastor of First 
Presbyterian 
Baptist 
Church and 
Rev. Lynne 
Calcffvell, pas 
tor of First 
United 
Methodist 
Church, do not 
strongly 
oppose 
Halloween cel- 
ebrations. 
Many churches hold festivals in 

which Christians gather for 
games, food and activities, 
according to local ministers. 
Wyatt said he will teach the his 

tory of Halloween during his 
church's festival. 
"I just advise parents to take 

their children to a church event 
that night where they are in a safe 
and wholesome atmosphere," 
Wyatt said. · 
Law enforcement officers are 

working to make Halloween 
safer for residents by doubling up 
on enforcement. 
"There will be more road 

deputies out that night," said 
Sheriff Dan Good. "We try to 
prepare in case there are more 
calls, so we can have the man 
power to cover it." 
Despite pastoral opposition, 

Halloween sales this year have 
skyrocketed with high demands 
for decorations and costumes, 
according to merchants. 
"We have sold nearly 80 per 

cent of our merchandise, this 
year, whereas we would have just 
sold about 50 percent at this 
time," said James Hammitt, Big 
K-mart's hardline manager. 
Hammitt attributes the high 

volume of sales to people shop 
ping earlier. 
"They're 

Weichert 

realizing 

·-- 

Thanksgiving and Christmas is 
just around the corner," he said. 
"If you were ban Halloween, 

then you would need to ban 
Christmas," said Hammitt. 
"People dress up like Santa Claus 
during Christmas like people 
dress up for Halloween. I don't 
believe Halloween is a satanic or 
saintly holiday." 
Halloween dates back to three 

early festivals that became one as 
most people practiced in 
America. 
The first goes back to pre 

Christian Ireland and Scotland 
where it was celebrated as the 
eve before "Sarnhain," the com 
ing of the new Celtic year which 
was Nov. 1. It was considered the 
"festival of the dead." The Celts 
believed they were descended 
from the god Dis, or god of the 
dead. It was also believed that the 
night before the new year, the 
earth conies into close contact 
with the spiritual world, and 
ghosts, goblins and witches 
destroy crops, maim farm ani 
mals and bring chaos upon all 
people. 

The second goes back to the 
Dark Ages in Central Europe. 
The Christian Church would 
destroy the temples of pagan 
gods and goddesses. Because the 
worship was never eradicated, 
the holiday eventually took on 
the form of witchcraft, naming it 
"Black Sabbath." 
The holiday also draws from 

celebrations in the early Roman 
Catholic Church on the eve of All 
Saint's Day, Nov. l. This celebra 
tion was called Allhallowmass, 
meaning "all the hallowed ones." 

that 

Rituals such as "trick-or-treat 
ing" were taken from those times 
in which Irish villagers would 
disguise themselves as souls and 
parade around the outskirts of the 
village to scare ghosts and gob 
lins away or putting out bowls of 
fruit and other treats so spirits 
would leave peacefully. 

\\ 
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~O\'Ahernathy 

\ new pastor 

at Alexander 
ALEXANDER MILLS - The Rev. 

Dan Abernathy has been called as 
pastor of Alexander Baptist Church. 

Rev. Abernathy, his wife Peggy, 
and daughter Nancy, moved here Ju 
ly 1 and he began his pastoral duties 
on Sunday, July 5. 

Rev. Abernathy comes to Alex 
ander from Reavis Memorial Baptist 
Church in High Point. 



To Lead 

Revival services will 
be held at Alexander 
Baptist Church March 
23-20 with Dr. Charles 

. Cobb as guest speaker. 
The services on 

Sunday will be at 11 am. 
and at 7 p.m.; Monday 
Wednesday, services at 
7:30p.m. 
Nursery facilities will 

be provided. 
Dr. Cobb is a graduate 

of Furman University 
and Southern Baptist 
Seminary. In 1978, he 
received his D. Min. 
Degree from Southern 
Seminary. 
Dr. Cobb is pastor of 

Ada ville Baptist Church. '· 
The public is invited to 

attend. 

MAR 1 9 1980 

~erfordton: Ruthe;ford c;:;) '-.... -==- News ___.. '? 
Scotland Neck Commonwealth 
Selma: Johnstonian-Sun 
Shallotte: Brunswick Beacon 
Shelby: Cleveland Times 
Siler City: Chatham News 



Singing 
A program of singing will be 

held Sunday night at the 
Alexander Baptist Church 
beginning at 7. 
The Dick Miller Family, 

Jack Henderson Singers. 
Alexander Youth Choir, Parris 
Trio, Sawyer Trio, and others 
are expected to perform. 
The public is invited. 
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