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Antioch sets pastor
installation service

;Jjl CHAPEL HILL - Antioch
Missionary Battist Church is
planning instal atlOn activIties for
its pastor, the Rev. Ned Thorpe.
A banquet will be given from 6

to 9 p.m. Friday in the Northern
Granville Middle School cafeteria.
On Sunday, the installation service
will take place at 4 p.m. with the
Rev. Dr. J.R. Manley of First
Baptist Church in Chapel Hill as
guest speaker. The Rev. Willie S.
Darby will serve as worship
leader, and other area ministers
will participate.
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BHC CATALOGING SHEET

CRmf 732

!'-tAINENTRY: Antioch Baptist Church (1806), Orange Co., N. C.

TYPE OF PAPERS; DATES: Records, 1806-1881

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1 volume

ORIGINAL FORM OF MATERIALS: Manuscript

SCOPE NOTE:
Minutes of church conferences from the

organization of the church as Haw River Mountain,
Aug. 20, 1806 to Jan. 8, 1881 including member-
ship rolls; and rules of decorum.

See finding aid in BHC.
Reel: 1. Item: 1. 35mm microfilm. Pos.
Purchase: 1983.

Shelf 1ist.

SUBJECT ENTRIES: N.AJ"1ESENTRIES:

Antioch Baptist Church (1806), Orange Co., N. C.
Cane Creek Baptist Church, Orange Co., N. C.
Haw River Mountain Baptist Church (1806),

Orange Co., N. C.
Lick Creek Baptist Church (1834), Alamance Co.,

N. C.
Hount Olive Baptist Church (1834), Alamance

Co., N. C.
Sandy Field Baptist Church (1822), Or~nge

Co., N. C.
Bethel Baptist Church (1822), Orange Co., N. C.
Sandy Creek Baptist Association. Church records.
Hount Zion Baptist Association. Church records.
NC. Orange County. Church records.
NC. Alamance County. Church records.
Patterson, R. A. Trial, 1864.
Street, Thomas. Licensing, 1806.
Patterston, George. Licensing, 1819.

~CCF CARDS:

Antioch Baptist Church
Antioch Baptist Church
Bethel Baptist Church
Mount Olive Baptist Church
Cane Creek Baptist Church

~10UNT ZION
SANDY CREEK
MOUNT ZION
SANDY CREEK
SANDY CREEK

REFERENCE TO A DESCRIPTION IN A GUIDE, OR WHERE PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED OR LOCATED:

Records returned to the church after microfilming.
(continued next page)
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CRmf 732

M.A.INENTRY: Antioch Baptist Church (1806), Orange Co., N. C.

COpy IN COLLECTIO~ IF NOT ORIGINAL: Microfilm

PROVENA.'''CE:Donor, City & State, Date of Receipt:

Loaned to the \C State Archives for microfilming by ~rs. Joe Wall, Chapel
Hill, ~. C. Purchased from the NC State Archives, July 6, 1983.

RESTRICTIONS:. Permission of the church must be obtained to photocopy these
records in their entirety.

DATE CAT..\LOGED: April 10, 1985/JRW



)\1AINENTRY:

Reel
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Item
No.

1

BHC DESCRIPTIVE LIST

Antioch Baptist Church (1806), Orange Co., N. C.

Contents
CHURCH MINUTES:

1 Church Minute Book, Vol. 1, 1806-1881

Minutes of church conferences from their
constitution as Haw River Mountain Baptist Church
from Cane Creek Baptist Church, Aug. 20, 1806 to
Jan. 8, 1881, including male and female member-
ship rolls; rules of decorum; and treasurer's
reports.

Subjects include the appointment of delegates to
Sandy Creek (1806) and other association; the
election and ordination of their deacons; financial
matters; the arms of the church at Sandy Fields and
Lick Creek; the licensing of Thomas Street (1806)
and George Patterson (Sept. 1819); the reception,
dismissal, and discipline of church members; the
selection of a pastor; committee appointments and re-
ports; a deed to the church property (1854); the sale
of Mountain Meeting House and the land (1830); the
first conference as Antioch Baptist Church, Sept. 1830;
a camp meeting held in 1842; and the trial of Rev. R. A.
Patterson, 1864.

This volume ",as transcribed from the "old book of
records" in 1850. The ledger-size volume contains
ink entries.

CRmf 732

No. Items

1 vol.
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Second Day

THURSDA Y, OCTOBER 16, 1930
Afternoon Session

34. The Association reconvened at 1 :30 p.m. and after
singing HI Am Thine Oh Lord," C. R. Pittard read from
Revelation first chapter, and led in prayer.

35. Eugene Olive, reporting for the Committee to Nomi-
nate Members of the Executive Committee, nominated the fol-
lowing which were elected to serve one year:

Walter M. Williams, Moderator, Burlington, N. c.. W. O.
Williams, Clerk, Durham, N. C.; Ira D. S. Knight, Treasurer,
Durham, N. c.; Eugene Olive, Supt. S. S. Asso., Chapel Hill,
N. c.; W. Jethro Broadwell, Supt. Asso. B. Y. P. U., Durham,
N. c.. Mrs. J. L. Gates, Supt. W. M. U., Durham, N. c., W.
K. McGee, Burlington, N. c., F. E. Seed, Durham, N. c..
Charlie M. Walker, Hillsboro, N. c.. C. S. Green, Durham,
N. c.. Trela D. Collins, Durham, N. c., E. E. Ferrell, Dur-
ham, N. c.; W. A. Hinton, Morrisville, N. C .• R. 1; Mrs.
Homer Andrews, Burlington, N. C.

36. The Committee on Place and Preacher recommended
that the next session of the Association be held with Lystra
church, near Chapel Hill, N. c., and that Chas. F. Hudson be
elected to preach the Associational sermon, and W. K. McGee
be named as alternate. Report adopted.

37. Obituary to W. E. Young was read by Martin W.
Buck.

RESOLUTION OF RESPECT TO THE MEMORY OF
WILLIAM EZEKIEL YOUNG

Brother William Ezekiel Young, a devoted member of Mt. Zion As-
sociation for forty years; a long-time member of our Executive Com-
mittee and our Treasurer since October 11, 1927, was called to his reward
January 20, 1930.

Brother Young was born in Wake County, November 10, 1862, and
his decease occurred January 20, 1930. Our brother had been an es-
teemed member of the Angier Avenue Baptist Church, serving as deacon
and trustee and being chairman of both boards when called home. We
shall greatly miss his genial, kindly ways; his cordial and loyal fellow-
ship and his faithful efficiency in truly consecrated service for his Lord
and Kingdom interests. To the bereaved family we extend Christian
sympathy and the consolations of the gospel 'by which he was saved and
sustained during his long and useful life.

Respectfully submitted,
MARTIN W. BUCK.

38. The Association voted to recognize the volunteer work-
ers, who gave their time the past year in training work in the
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Association and Field Worker M. L. Jones was authorized to
includ~ their names in his report.

39. Historical report was read by Historian J. F. McDuffie
and adopted.

HISTORY OF ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH, ORANGE
COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA

The First Baptists of America have descended from the English
Baptists, and the English Baptists received their baptism from the Dutch
Baptists. By Pedobaptists persecution, in the beginning of the 17th
century, most of the Baptists in England were dispersed. In 1615 a
number of Pedobaptists embraced Baptist sentiment, and were sent over
to Holland, in order to receive immersion from those who received it
from the Anabaptists and Waldenses. The Foreign Anabaptists, who
were descended from the Waldenses of France and Germany, sent one
Richard Blunt, who was received by such a church, and baptized by
immersion, returned to England and baptized Mr. Blacklock, and they
two baptized fifty-three others. Several attempts were made to establish
Baptist churches between the dates of 1633 and 1640, but when the Pedo-
baptists had the power they were arrested, imprisoned, disfranchised,
banished, whipped, burned, and drowned. Now, when in spite of all
their oppression, the Baptists have become a large and popular denomi-
nation, the Pedobaptists say they are bigoted, and narrow-minded, be-
cause they will not allow them to commune with them. When they had
the power to persecute them, did they desire to commune with them
then?

"Newport in Rhode Island, according to tradition," says Benedict,
"has the oldest-the mother church of America." It was founded in
1638 by John Clark, M.D. There were individual Baptists in this state
as early as 1695. The first church was gathered together and organized
by Elder Paul Palmer about 1727 at a place called Perquimans, in the
eastern part of the state, on Chowan River. Elder Palmer was a native
of Connecticut. This was the first company of Baptists who came to
this state. The second company settled on Kehukee Creek in Halifax
County, about the date of 1742, and was led by Elder Sojourner. He
came from Berkley, Virginia. The third company was led by Elder
Shubal Stearns. He came from Boston, Mass., and settled on Sandy
Creek in Guilford (now Randolph County), N. C. Here he made a
permanent settlement, and built a small meeting house and called it
Sandy Creek. Elder Stearns, and his family of eight, with eight other
Baptists (sixteen in all) constituted the first Baptist Church in the
Piedmont Section of North Carolina.

Elder Stearns joined the "New Light," a party of people who ac-
companied the great revival of Mr. George Whitfield, who was then in
the United States. A very !arge proportion of his converts became Bap-
tists III consequence of which he humorously remarked: "My chickens
have all turned to ducks." Elder Stearns was baptized by Elder Paul
Palmer. He first settled in Virginia. Some of his friends preceded him
to North Carolina, and wrote him of the great destitution in North
Carolina of Baptist preachers, and he finally moved and settled on
Sandy Creek, and spent the remaining days of his great and good life
and passed to his reward from this sec.tion of. North Caro!ina, having
sown the seeds of gospel truth as Baptists believe It. He IS, virtually,
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the father of all the Baptist Churches of the Piedmont Section of North
Carolina. Antioch Baptist Church (then Haw River Baptist Church)
joined the Sandy Creek Association in 1807, one hundred and twenty-
three years ago. It was represented at this meeting by Brethren Stephen
Justice and William C. Durham, when it met at Unity Baptist Church
in Randolph County.

According to the earliest minutes of the old Haw River Mountain
Church (now Antioch Church) written by Brother H. M. C. Strowd
(then Church Clerk of Antioch Church), in November 1850, Antioch
was an Arm, or Mission point of Cane Creek Baptist Church of the
Beulah Association for sometime previous to 1806. On the 21 and 22
of August, 1806, Brethren George Pope, Jess E. Buckner, and Thomas
Cates held a meeting (we suppose at the Haw River Mountain place
of worship) and constituted, confirmed, and established a Baptist church
at this place, and called it "Haw River Mountain Baptist Church." It
continued to be called by this name until 1830, when its name was
changed to "Antioch" Baptist Church.

From 1806 to 1822 the church seems to have been without a pastor.
During this time a very serious difficulty arose in the church, and the
Association on investigation and inquiry found it was not orthodox in
principle, or consistent with the word of God in practice, and refused
them a seat in the Association. The Association appointed a committee
to help them adjust the difficulty, but they failed to bring about a re-
conciliation. Hence, the church was not again recognized in the Asso-
ciation until 1814, when we suppose a reconciliation was effected, and
the church was received again into the fellowship of the Association.
Brother Thomas Steel was considered as an elder, but, after due con-
sideration and deliberation, the church thought it best not to ordain him
as an elder. Brother Mark Andrews was, about this time, licensed to
preach the Gospel. These two brethren, we suppose, were the moder-
ators of the church during these years, when they seemed not to have:
had a pastor. In 1822 Brother Buckner was called to the pastorate of
the church. From the date of 1822 to 1870, the year the church joined.
the Mount Zion Association, Antioch Church was served by nine pastors,
and seven clerks, all of whom have passed to their reward, and we·
have entered into their labors of love.

On the 23 of September, 1870, the Mount Zion Association was or-
ganized at Mount Moriah Baptist Church in Orange County, North Caro-
lina, The following churches from the several associations constituted
the organization: Antioch from the Sandy Creek; Berea from the Ral-
eigh; Bethel from the Sandy Creek; Cane Creek from the Beulah ~
Chapel Hill from the Sandy Creek; Hillsboro from the Beulah; Lystrai
from the Sandy Creek; Mount Carmel from the Sandy Creek; Mount
Pisgah from the Raleigh; Mount Moriah from the Beulah; Mount
Gilead from the Sandy Creek; Mount Herman from the Beulah; Rose
of Sharon (now the First Baptist Church of Durham) from the Beulah
Association. These thirteen churches were located in Orange, Alamance,
Durham (the two latter then a part of Orange County) and Chatham
counties, North Carolina. Elder George W. Purefoy, D.D., was elected
moderator of the newly organized Association, and Brother H. M. C.
Strowd was chosen clerk, who was then Clerk of Antioch Church. Rev.
W. R. Gwaltney, D.D., preached the introductory sermon, and there
were forty delegates who presented letters from the thirteen churches.
Antioch was represented by Brethren H. M. C. Strowd and Alvis Dur-
ham. Rev. S. Baldwin was pastor at that time, but Rev. J. P. Mason
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was elected pastor in October, 1870. Brother H. M. C. Strowd resigned
as clerk of the church in September, 1870, and Brother Alvis Durham
was elected clerk.

Since the organization of the Mount Zion Association in 1870, the
Antioch Baptist Church has been served by fifteen pastors, two of whom
have served the second time, Brethren J. P. Mason and J. C. Hocutt.
Seven of them served only one year: Brethren Jesse Howell, R. A.
Patterson, J. H. Vernon, Presley Ferguson, R, T. Bryan, Brother Bruner,
and R. S. Lennon. Brother C. C. Newton served two years. Brother
M. S. Ferrell and Brother Bryant Carr (present pastor) served four
years. Brother C. E. Byrd served the church six years. Brother L. R.
Dixon was pastor eight years. Brother J. P. Mason was pastor during
the two terms three years. Brother J. c. Hocutt served eleven years
including each term he served, and Brother J. W. Watson served ten
years.

Some of the most worthy, and noted brethren of the Baptist de-
nomination have served Antioch Church. Rev. George W. Pure fay,
D.D., was called and accepted the church twice. He was regarded by
the church and denomination at large, as one of the most orthodox
and well grounded preachers in the faith of the Gospel truth in his
day. He had a "thus sayeth the Lord" for what he believed, and he
was not afraid to preach it to the people, in the fear of God, and with
good will and love for al1 men. Frequently in cases of questions of
complicated discipline, his judgment was brought in question and
his advice was always safe and sane. He always was willing to help
any of the brethren who called upon him. He was trustworthy, and
was loved and respected by all who knew him. We are indebted to him
for his diligent search for the facts contained in this report, from the
minutes of the Mount Zion Association and History of the Sandy Creek
Association. He has a name and influence connected with our Asso-
ciation and the denomination, especially Antioch Church which will never
die.

Rev. R. T. Bryan, D.D., a missionary in China., and has been for a
number of years, served Antioch while a student at the University of
North Carolina. He has a record of which we are all proud, and one
which only eternity will reveal the good he has done. Rev. C. C.
Newton, another faithful missionary, who gave his life preaching the
Gospel to the heathen, was also once a pastor of Antioch Church.
Brother J. c. Hocutt, who was very much loved by the church and
-cornmunity, served the church quite a number of years. Brother L. R.
Dixon, of precious memory, also served several years, and others,
'Who were brethren of sterling worth, who served their day, faithfully
and efficiently, and have gone to their reward.

Antioch has had nine church clerks since it joined the Mount Zion
Association. So far as we can find out from the minutes, there were
six church clerks previous to joining the Mount Zion Association.
Brother H. M. C. Strowd deserves special mention, as he was elected
clerk of the Mount Zion Association when it was first organized, and
remained clerk for seven consecutive years afterward. He was a very
efficient clerk, and a brother of splendid judgment. He served Antioch
as clerk a number of years before it joined the Mount Zion Association.

The Sunday School of Antioch has not been very flattering previous
to 1911. The report from the Sunday School the second year after it
joined the Mount Zion Association was the best report it ever rendered
previous to this time. The report gave sixty enrol1ed, twelve months
kept opened, two hundred books in the library, collection $7.43, and
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made weekly contributions. After this no report of any kind appears
of the Sunday School until 1881. The report to the Association after
1881 to 1911 was very meager. Since 1911 the Sunday School has made
wonderful progress, and has almost as good record as any country
church in the Association.

The church has now a splendid Woman's Missionary Society, which
is doing efficient work among the good women of the church. Also, a
live B. Y. P. U. Society, in which the young people of the ch~rch and
community are taking great interest under the leadership of their young
pastor.

Antioch, like many of her sister churches, has had her mishaps and
decline. Notwithstanding this is true, she has stood in the community
as a beckoning light to a better life for those, who, with longing hea~ts
and sincere desires, are struggling to enter into that rest that remams
for the people of God. Within her membership she has had some
Judases, who have betrayed their Lord and Master and put Him to open
shame, some who, like Simon Peter, have denied their Lord, and gone
out into dissipation, but the gentle wooing of God's Holy Spirit has
arrested their attention and brought them again to their first love, and
some like John, and Mary and Stephen and Paul, who have clung to
their Lord and Master in the midst of trials and temptations, and cling-
ing close to Him, they have come out conquerors, and gone to their
reward and through great tribulations, have entered into that rest that
remains for the people of God.

40. Stewardship was discussed by R. Homer Andrews.
41. Address, "Stewardship Applied," was given by H. A.

Ellis, pastor First Baptist Church, Henderson, N. C.
42. C. S. Green made three announcements; and offered

a resolution of thanks, which was unanimously adopted.

RESOLUTION OF THANKS
Having enjoyed and appreciated the fine courtesies and many acts of

hospitality on the part of the pastor and people of Antioch Church dur-
ing the days of the Association, we hereby register our gratitude and'
wish for them a great and long period of Christian usefulness that will'
do honor. to the noble heritage of the one hundred and twenty-three
years of the church life.

43. The Associational Pastors Conference will hold its;
quarterly meeting at the First Baptist Church, Durham, N. c..
Monday, October 20, 1930, at 3 :30 o'clock.

PASTORS' CONFERENCE
The Mt. Zion Baptist Pastors' Conference met at the First Baptist

Church, Durham, Monday, October 20, 3 :30 P. M., and elected the fol-
lowing officers for the year: C. S. Green, President; C. R. Pittard, Vice-
President; W. K. McGee, Secretary. The retiring officers were: M. W.
Buck, President; C. H. Norris, Vice-President; C. S. Green, Secretary.

Meetings are to be held on Monday after the third Sunday in each
quarter at IO:00 A. M. at Durham, unless otherwise announced. The
program for the first meeting was the reading of a paper: "Jesus Christ
and His Priesthood," by C. R. Pittard. A round table discussion con-
cluded the program.

W. K. MCGEE. Secretary.
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44. A School of Missions will be held at Watts Street
Baptist Church, October 27-31, 1930, and all the churches of
the Association are invited to attend the classes and enjoy the
features of the program.

45. An organization meeting of the Executive Committee
will be held at the First Baptist Church, Durham, Monday,
October 20, 1930, at 4 :30 o'clock.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
The newly elected executive committee met in called session at the

First Baptist Church, Durham, Monday, October 20, 4 :30 P. M., with the
following present: 1. D. S. Knight, E. I. Olive, F. E. Steed, W. J. Broad-
well, W. K. McGee, E. E. Ferrell, Mrs. J. L. Gates, Mrs. R. Homer
Andrews, W. O. Williams, C. S. Green, T. D. Collins, C. M. Walker, and
M. L. Jones, field worker. The following officers were elected for the
year: C. S. Green, Chairman; 1. D. S. Knight, Treasurer; W. J. Broad-
well, Secretary.

A budget of $2,790 was adopted for the year: $1,800 field worker's
salary; $600 field work expenses; $100 executive committee expenses;
$290 retirement of deficit. Treasurer Knight reported the pledge of $1,050
from the Baptist Sunday School Board, and SUbscriptions from local
churches amounting to approximately $1,450, leaving a small amount yet
to be subscribed to clear the entire amount. The meeting was optimistic
throughout and Chairman Green expects to issue to all pastors, and
church leaders of the Association a detail of the organization, program,
and aims of the committee, that will be ready and mailed in a few weeks.
The next meeting is to be held Tuesday, January 13, 1931.

W. J. BROADWELL, Secretory,

46. The Finance Committee reported $163.25 collected for
Minute Fund and on motion a volunteer collection of $12.55
was added to the fund. The following report was submitted
by Trela D. Collins, treasurer of the Executive Committee:

REPORT OF TREASURER AS OF' JANUARY 1,1930
Balance from 1929 $ 8.83
Cooperative Program 152.00
State Missions 5.00
.Minute Fund 301.90

Total $467.73

DISBURSEMENTS:
Walter Durham, Treasurer $157.00
W. O. Williams, Clerk 50.00
W. O. Williams, stamps 4.90
Printing Minutes 249.83

$461.73

Balance on hand
W. E. YOUNG, Treasurer+

By W. O. Williams.

*Deceased.



~ntiocb
JSaptist
ctburcb

1806 - 1956

(A Brief History)



The roll call of pastors having served the church is something
of interest to all. Here are the names and years served, in so far
as we could find them. The years prior to 1870when the church
became a member of the Mt. Zion Association, the record is not
too clear on the years served. These are some of the ones that
served during these early years:

William Jones
William Lineberry
Samuel Baldwin
B. J. Hackney
Orren Churchill

Mark Andrews
H. Harmon
William H. Merritt
Levi Andrews
George W. Purefoy

The following are the pastors and their years of service after
1868:

Samuel Baldwin, 1869-1870 R. S. Lennard. 1920
J. P. Mason, 1871-1872 C. E. Byrd, 1921-1925
Jesse Howell, 1873 George N. Harward, 1926
R. A. Patterson, 1874-1875 Bryant Carr, 1927-1931
W. S. Ferrell, 1876-1881 W. L. Lynch, 1933-1934
R. T. Bryan, 1882 R. G. Kendrick, 1935-1937
C. C. Newton, 1883-1886 O. L. Riggs, 1938-1941
Press Ferguson, 1887 Leo Bridges, 1942-1946
J. C. Hocutt, 1888-1892 Elbert Weathington, 1947
J. W. Watson, 1893-1901 Bill Rittenhouse, 1947-1949
J. C. Hocutt, 1902-1905 E. X. Heatherley, 1949-1950
J. D. Bruner, 1906-1907 George Pirtle, 1951-1953
J. C. Hocutt, 1908-1911 Thomas C. Williams 1953-1957
L. R. Dixon, 1912-1919 ~fi2Ej~pa~t~or~. 1757 -19,,.

J~lIowAtfD W 11l'1i - P~EJ£AIrThe following have been the clerks of the urch:
Mark Durham, 1806
H. M. C. Stroud, 1852, was clerk three times
Samuel Baldwin Isaac Durham
O. M. Durham, 1853-1864 Lindsey Edwards
Alvis Durham, 1864 Eli Cheek
William Durham T. J. Edwards
W. M. Stroud W. N. Reeves, 1908-1911
Thomas Workman Ed Copeland, 1911-1916
Jeter C. Lloyd, 1916-is present clerk in 1956, a record of forty years

as clerk of the church. Q" ~4 ......__

WAt.t.Ac.~ u.oYD I,',_ - I''''''"~''' I

&ome of tbe .,igbligbts of ~ntiotb €buttb
The church has had a colorful history, as the record bears

out. There have been many rich experiences in the kingdom
work of the church. The minutes have recorded some of these as
has history.

In the early days of the church there were many Saturday
meetings where people were called before the church in confer-
ence to give excuses for their absence from regular conference.
There were many individuals called up on counts thought to be
unbecoming of members of the church. Some of their offenses
included: drunkenness, stealing, racing, fussing and quarrelling,
and various other offenses. The members called had to apologize,
repent, or they were excluded from the fellowship of the church.



$rgllni?lltion of tbe ~burtb

According to the earliest minutes, Antioch Baptist Church
was first known as the Haw River Mountain Church, and was
located about two miles south of the present church, on the Pitts-
boro and Hillsboro road in Chatham county. The Church began
as a mission point of Cane Creek Church in the Beulah Associa-
tion prior to the year 1806.

On the 20th and 21st of August, 1806,Brethren George Pope,
Jessie Buckner, and Thomas Cates held a meeting at the Haw
River Mountain place of worship, and constituted, confirmed,
and established a Baptist church, called Haw River Mountain.

Haw River Mountain was recieved into the Sandy Creek
Association in 1807. In 1808 the Associational meeting was held
with the newly formed church. During this meeting there arose
a very serious difficulty, which the Association investigated.
The Association after this investigation decided that the church
at Haw River Mountain was not orthodox in principal, or consist-
ent with the word of God in practice, and refused to seat the dele-
gates of the church. A committee was appointed to help them
adjust the difficulty, but they failed to bring about a reconcilia-
tion. Hence the church was not again recognized in the association
until 1814.During these early years, Brother Thomas Steel was
considered as an Elder, but after much consideration, the church
thought it best not to ordain him. Brother Mark Andrews was
about this time licensed to preach, but he was not ordained until
1813.He is believed to have served during these first years.

In the year 1822Brother Buckner was called to the pastorate
of the church. Nine pastors and several clerks served the church
following Brother Buckner.

In the year 1830the Church was moved from its first location
to the present site. The land that the church is located upon was
purchased from William Durham for the sum of $60.00.This was
at the rate of about $2.00per acre, which was about current price
for land in that day. The name of the church was changed to
Antioch, and a new building erected on the present site.

Following is a list of some of the charter members, and earlier
members. Many of these were instrumental in the establishment
of the church at the present location. Some of the families of
these are still members of Antioch, fourth, fifth, and sixth genera-
tions.

William L. Durham
Mack Durham
John Meacham
George Patterson
Thomas Cates
Abel Copeland
Stephen Justice
Thomas Steel
Gilford Powell

Richard Workman
John Ivey
John Jolley
Bartholem Lightfoot
Samuel Careathers
W.M. Buckner
Henry Andrews
Nathaniel Roberson

Durant Hatch
Charles Morgan
John Quakenbush
Matthew Neville
Samuel Baldwin
Lindsey Edwards
John Lindsey
William Moore



In the history of the church there have been many wonderful
revivals, but one that catches the eye is the one held as a camp
meeting in 1839in which there were a hundred conversions, most
of which became useful members of the 'church,

Down through the years there have been many building
programs in the church, The present auditorium was finished in
1898, class rooms were added in 1923, 1936, 1947. The church
built a Pastorium in 1953.The project to build the Pastorium was
begun under the leadership of the Rev. George Pirtle and com-
pleted under the Rev. Thomas C. Williams. There was a very
capable building committee composed of Mr. Wade Atwater, Mr.
Bernard Durham, Mr. Hildred Ivey, Mr. Brady Lloyd, and Mr.
Horace Ward. With the cooperation of the fine people the Pas-
torium was completed by mostly free labor and was dedicated
May 23, 1954. .

The W.M.U.of the church was organized July 1904,with Mrs.
Jessie Neville as the first president. Y.W.A. was organized 1917,
Sunbeams 1918,RA. and G.A. 1925:Miss Ella Lloyd was first
woman from the church to attend a state W.M.U.meeting, which
met at Goldsboro, in 1924. The Mt. Zion W.M.U. has met at
Antioch twice in 1926and in 1941.Several of the young people of
the church have attended camps at Ridgecrest and Caswell. The
W.M.U. has bought rugs for the church twice, has given some
pulpit furniture, and has done many other useful things for the
church. The Sunday School of the church has made steady
progress through the years, until it is now necessary to build
more space to take care of it.

Other highlights:
Pulpit furniture donated by Mr. and Mrs. L. V. Grubb.
Association has met at Antioch three times-1872, 1898,1930

and will meet with us in 1956.
Two men have been called into the ministry from the church

and a number of young people have dedicated their lives to full
time Christian service.

Our first B.Y.P.U., now B.T.U., was started in 1926.
Our musical instruments have been: organ donated by Mr.

Gaston Careathers; in 1918 a piano was purchased; in 1954 an
electric organ was purchased. Some of our organists have been:
Miss Ella Lloyd, Mrs. Oma Gooch, and our present one, Mrs. Wade
Atwater. Many of our young people are capable musicians and fill
in as needed.

The church called its first full time pastor in 1953, adopted
unified budget at the same time. Thomas C. Williams was called
at this time to the church, is the present pastor.

A cemetery fund was started in 1954. The cemetery was
leveled, sown in grass, and perpetual care was set to maintain
a much better looking cemetery.

There have been many other history-making events that time
will not permit us to mention: the church yard landscaped, audi-
torium refinished, heating put in, and many other things that
show that God has blessed the church.



7. Is the church by either name listed in Convention Annual in 1959 or 1960?

CHURCHES IN NORTH CAROLINA ~

As named by Mor an Edwards, John Asplund, G. W. Paschal or others 1f)/;/
1. Name*** a ,r_.,t Date of Constitution _.:_/-",~c__::_.5_(Q _

/VI.)-(
2. Name --=- If changed. Date of change _

3. Location. Name of County when Constituted _-----'J>=-....!V'__~=-~c:,..,::----'-/-----r?'--r=--I-~----
I I4. Location. Name of County at present time _

, 5. DvM
5. Name of Association with which originally affiliated __ --'-_~ _ _::___-=-- _

\fI~~)'II . J If 1-/ ~_______________ Namein 1960~L~--~/_~~~~....!~__ ~ _

6. Type of Church; General Baptist, __ --------Particular, _

Separate, Regular, -JJther, _

(See Notes Other Side)



I,
History g£ Antiooh Baptist Churoh, Orange County, Borth Carolina

-nvt- ~
The Firat Baptists of America have descended from the English Baptists, and

the English Baptists received their baptism from the Dutoh Baptists. By Fedobaptiste
perseoution, in the beginning of the 11th century. most of the Baptists in England
were dispersed. In 1616 a number of Pedobaptists embraoed Baptist sentiment, and
were sent over to Holland, in order to receive immersion from those who reoeived it
trom the Anabaptists and Waldenses. The Foreign Anabaptists, who were desoended
from the Waldense8 of Fr.ance and Germany, aent one Richard Blunt, who was received by

such a churoh, and baptized by immersion, returned to England and baptized Mr.Blacklook,
and they two baptized fifty-three others. Several attempts were made to establish
Baptists ohurohe. between the dates of 1633 and 1640, but when Pedobaptist had the
power they were arrested, impr~ned, disfranohised, banished, whipped, burned, and
drowned. Now, when in spite ot all theiroppression, the Baptists have beoame a large
and popular denomination, the Pedobaptista say they are bigoted, and narrow-minded,
because they will not allow them to commune with them. When they had the power to
perseoute them, did they deaire to oommune with them then?

"Newport in Rhode ,Island, according to tradition", says Benediot" has the
olde.t - the mother churoh of Amerioa." It was founded in 1638 by John Clark, M.D.
There wer individual Baptists in this state as rly as 895. The first ohuroh was
gathered together and organized by Elder Paul Palmer about 1121 at a place called
Perqutmans, 1ft the eastern part of the state, on Chowan River. Elder Palmer was a
native of Conneoticut. This was the first oompa~ of Baptists who oame to this state.
The second oompany aettled on Kehukee Creek in Halifax County, about the date of 1142,
and was led by Elder Sojourner. He came from :eerkeley, Virginia. The third oompany
was lei by Elder Shubert Stearne. He oame frem Boston, ¥ass., and settled. on Sandy
Creek in Guilford (now Randolph County) N.C. Here he made a permanent settlement,
and built a small meeting house and oalled it Sandy Creek. Elder Stearns, and his
family of eight, with eight other baptists (aixteen in all) oonsltuted the first
Baptist Churoh in the Piedmont Section of Korth Carolina.
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Elder Stearns joined the "New Lights", a part of people who aocompanied the

great revival of Mr.George [hitfield, who was then in the United States. ~ery large

proportion of hie converts became Baptists in oonsequence of whiob he humorously re-

marked: My ohiokens have all turned to duoks". Elder Stearns was baptized by Elder

Paul Palmer. He first settled in Virginia. Some of his friend~ preceded him to

North Carolina, and wrote him of the great destitution in North Carolina of Baptist

preaohere, and he finally moved and settled on Sandy Creek, and spent the remaining

days of his great and good life, and passed to his reward from this section of ftorth

Carolina, having sown the seeds of gospel truth as Baptists believe it. He is,

virtually, the father of all the Baptist Churches of the Piedmont section of .orth

Carolina. Antiooh Baptist ChurOh (then Haw River Baptist Church) joined the Sandy

Creek Association in 1807, one hundred and twenty three years ago. It was represented

at this meeting b,y Brethren StePh.bn Justice and William C.Durham, when it met at Unity

Baptist Church in Randolph County.
According to the earliest minutes of the old Haw River Mountain Churoh (now

Antiooh Churoh) written by Brother H.~.C.Strowd, (then Churoh Clerk of Antioch Churoh)

in November 1850 Antioch was an Arm, or Mission point of Cane Creek Baptist Churoh of

the Beulah Assooiation for sometime previous to 1806. On the 21 and 22 of August,laOs
Brethren George Pope, Jess Buokner, and Thomas Cates held a meeting (we suppose at the
Haw River Mountain plaoe of worship) and oonstituted, oonfirmed, and established a

Baptist ehur eh at this plaoe, and called it flRawRtver Mount a in Baptist Church II. It

continued to be called by this name until 1830, when its name was ohanged to

Baptist Church.
From 1806 to 1822 the church seems to have been without a Pastor. During

yhie time a very serious diffioulty arose in the ohuroh, and the Association on inves-

tigation and inquiry found it was not orthodox in prinoiple, or oonsistent with the

word of God in praotice, and refused them a seat in the Association, The Assooiation



appointed a committee to help them adjust theitfioulty, but they failed to bring
about a reoonciliation. Henoe, the church was not again reoogni~ed in the Assocla-
tion until 1814, when we suppose a reconciliation was affected, an~ the ohurch Vial

reoeived again into the fellowship of the Assooiation. Brother Thomas Steel was
oonsidered as an Elder, but, atter due oonsideration and deliberation, the church
thought it beat not to ordain him as an Elder. Brother Mark Andrews, was, about
this time, l1censed to preaoh the Gospel. These two brethren, we suppose, were the
moderatora ot the ohurch during thele years, when they .e~ed not to have had a
Pastor. In 1822 Brother Buomer was .alled to the pastorate of the church. From
the date of 1822 to 1870, the year the church joined the Mount Zion Assooiation,

-Ant~ooh Church was served by nine pastors, and seven olerks, all of whom have passed
to their reward, and we have entered into their labors of love.

On the 23 of September,l870, the ount Zion Association was organized at
Mount Moriah Baptist ~huroh in Orange County, Borth Carolina. The following churche.
tram the leveral assooiations constituted the orgnnization. Antioch trom the
Sandy Creek, Berea, trom the Raleigh; Bethel from the Sandy Creek, Cane Creek trom
the Beulah} Chapel Hill trom the Sandy Creek, Hillsboro tram the Beulah} Lystra
tran the Sandy CreekJ Mount carm~U~ Sandy Creek} Mount Pi8gah from the
Raleigh, Mount Moriah trom the Beulah, ~ount Gilead from the Sandy Creeka yount
110= fr,:;.~~. JZdahl Ro.. of Sharon (.... the Firat Bapt1Bt Churoh of Durham)

from the i~;soc1at1on. These thirteen churohes were located in Orange,
Alamanoe, Durham (the two later then a pirt ot Orange County) and Chatham Countlel,
North Carolina. Elder George W.Purefoy,D.D. was eleoted Yoderator at the newly
organi&ed Assooiation, and Brother H.M.C.Strowd was chosen clerk, who was then Olerk
of Antioch Church. Rev.W.R.Gwaltney, D.D. preaohed the introduotory sermon, and there
were forty delegate. who presented letter. from the thirteen ohurches. Antiooh ...
represented by Brethren H.M.O.Strowd and Alvis Durham. Rev.S.Baldwin was pastor at
that time, but Rev.J.P.Mason was eleoted Pastor in Ootober,l870. Brother H.M.C.
Strowd resigned aa clerk of the ohuroh in September 1870, and Brother Alvis Durham



was eleoted clerk.
Sinoe the organization of the Mount Zion Association in 1870, the Antiooh

Baptist Churoh has been served by flfteen Pastors, two of whom have served the second
time, Brethren J.P.Mason and J.C.Hoeutt. Seven of them served only one year: Brethran

rt.>Jesse Howell, R.A.Patterson~ J.H.Vernon, Preiley Furgeson, R.T,Bryan, Brother Brune, and
R.S.lennon. Brother C.C.Newton served two year,. Brother M.S.Ferr8ll and Brother
Bryant Carr served four years, Brother O.E.Byrd served the churoh six years. Brother
L.R.Dixon was pastor eight years. Brother J.P.Mason was Pastor during the two terms
three years. Brother J.e.Hooutt served Bleven yaara inoluding eaoh tern he served,
and Brother J.W.Watson served ten years,

Some of the moet worthy, and noted brethren of the Baptist denomination
have served Antiooh Churoh. Rev.George W.Purefoy, D.D., was oal1ed and acoepted the
ohuroh twioe. He was regarded by the church and denomination at large, as one of the
most orthodox and well grounded preaohers in the faith of the Gospel truth in his day.
He had a ''thuslayeth the Lord" for what he believed, and he was not afraid to preaoh
it to the people, in the fear God, and with good will and love for all men. Frequently
in oaS8' of questions of oomplioated discipline, his judgment was brought in question,
and his advice wasalwaye aafe and S&.De. He always was willing to help any of the
brethren who called upon him. ne was trustworthy, and was loved and respeoted by all
who knew him. We are indebted to h~ for his diligent searoh for the faots oontained
in this report; from the minutes of the"\ t Zion Association and History '1' the
Sandy Creek Association. He has a name ana/ influence oonneoted with our Association
and the denomination, especially Ant&ooh Churoh whioh will never die.

Rev.R.T.Bryan, D.O., a missionary in China, and has been for a number of
years. served Antiooh while a student at the University of North Carolina. He baa
a reoord of whioh we are all proud, and one which only eternity will reveal the good
he has done. Rev.O.C.Newton another faithful missionary, who gave his life preach-
ing the Gospel'to the heathen, was also onoe a Pastor of Antiooh ~huroh. Brother
J.C.Hocutt, who was very much loved by the church and community, served the churoh
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quite a number of years. Brother L.R.Dixon of preoious memory, also serTed several
years. And other., who were brethren of sterling worth, who .erved their day, faith-
fully and effioiently, and have gone to their reward.

Antiooh haa had nine ohuroh alerka sinoe it joined the Mount ~ion Alsoaia-
tion. So far as we oan find out fram the minute., there were six ohuroh olerke previoua
to joining the Uount Zion Assooiation. Brother H.M.C.Strowd deserved speoial mention,
a. he was eleoted olerk of the Mount Zion Assooiation when it was first organized,
and remained clerk for seven oonseoutive years afterward. He was a very efficient
olerk, and a Brother of splendid judgment. He .erved Antiooh as olerk a number ot

years betore it joined the Mount Zion Association.
The Sunday Sohool of Antiooh hae not been very flattering previous to 1911.

The report from the Sunday Sohool the seoond year atter it joined the Mount Zion
Assooiation was the best report it ever rendered previoua to this t~e. The report
gave sixty enrolled, twelve months kept opened, two hundred books in the library,
oolleotion $7.43, and made weekly oontributions. After this no report of a~ kind
appears ot the Sunday Sohool until 1881. The report to the Assooiation after 1881

,
to 1911 was very meager. Sinoe 1911 the Sunday Sohoo1 haa made wonderful progre'l,
and has almost as good reoord al any country ohuroh in the Association.

Tee ohuroh haa now a splendid Womana Missionary Sooiety, whioh :I.e do~
effioient work among the good women of the ohuroh. Also, a live B.Y.P.U. Sooiety,
in whioh the young people ot the ohuroh and oommunity are taking great intereet under

the leadership ot their young Pastor.
Antiooh, like many of her .i.ter ohurohes has had her mishaps and deoline.

Notwithstanding thie 1. true, she has stood in the oommunity a. a beokoning light
to a better I1fe tor those, who, with longing hearts and ainoere de.lre., are
.truggl1ng to enter into that re.t that remains tor the people of God. Within her
membership she has had 80me Judases, who have betrayed their Lord and Master and put

Him to open ahame, some, who, like Simon Peter have denied their Lord, and gone out
into dissipation, but the gentle wooing ot God's Holy Spirt haa arre.ted their
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attention and brought them again to their :fl1rstlove, and some 11ke John, and
Mary and Stephen and Paul, who have olung to their Lord and Master in the midst
of trial. and temptations, and clinging close to Him, they have ~ome out oon-
queror., and gone to their reward and through great tribulations, haTe entered
into that rest that remains for the people ot God.


