
Antioch - 1841 Ha Iifax NORTH ROANOKE
1841 - Const. 28 Ag.
1842 - Admit. to CHOWAN.
1851 - Dism. from CHOWAN. Charter member of PAMLICO

I (E)'
1859 - Dlsm. from PAMLICO I(E).
1860 - Admit. to TAR RIVER.
1912 - Dism. from TAR RIVER. Admit. to ROANOKE[E]
1955 - Charter member of N. ROANOKE .

•



ANTIOCH - l8lJ.. Halifax Co. Page 2-CHOWAN1806-~q- ~ [C~ ~ 2 s- ( I'rrLlI J1~2.. "G
1834 -
1835 -
1836 -
1837 -
1838 -
1839 -
1840 -
1841 -

yJ.8¢2 - Admit. to assox, No pastor.L.Daniel, delegate. 25 memm' ~~ ~ ~~.

1843 -
1844 -
1845 -
1846 -
1847 -
1848 -
1849 -
1850 -
1851 - ~ f~\\ c.,o 1: ~IYI
1852 - ~h~ .

"

1853 -
1854 -
1855 -
1856 -
1857 -
1858 -
1859 -
1860 -
1861 -



1900 -
1901 -
1902 -
1903 -
1904 -
1905 -
1906 -
1907 -
1908 -
1909 -
1910 -
1911 -
1912 - t.S~ fL-- ~ J21 ~
1913 .:

. 1914 -
1915 -
1916 -
1917 .-
1918 -
1919 -
1920 -
1921 -
1922 -:
1923 -
1924 -



c~-

1925 -
1926 -
1927 -

I 1928 -
l
j 1929 -I

I
1 1930 -
j 1931 _.

1932 -
1933 -
1934 -
1935 -
1936 -
1937 -
1938 -
1939 -
1940 -
1941 -
1942 -
1943 -

".

I, 1944 -
1945 -
1946 -
1947 -
1948 -
1949 -

-.



J

1950 -
1951 -
1952 -
1953 -
1954 -

v1955 - IY~~
1956 -
1957 -
1958 -
1959 -
1960 - II ~
1961 -
1962 -
1963 -
1964 -

/J965 -
1966 -
1967 -
1968 -
1969 -
1970 -
1971 -

"'
1972 -

vIl973 -
1974 -

. ..



ANTIOCH - /fiif I Halifax Co.

1858 -

Page - 2 -
TAR RIVER
1830 -

.(_JJ,,~J
1859 -

1860 - Admit. to assoc.

1861 -

1862 -

1863 -

1864 -

1865 -

1866 -

1867 -

1868 -

1869 -

1810 -

1871 -

1872 -

1873 -

1814 -

1875 -

1876 -

1877 -

1878 -

1819 -

1880 -

(./'1881 - ~ ;u,u;t~

1882 -

1883 -

1884 -

1885 -

1886 -



ANTIOCH B/C

1887 -
1888 -
1889 -
1890 -
1891 -
1892 -
1893 -
1894 -
1895 -
1896 -
1897 -
1898 -
1899 -
1900 -
1901 -
1902 -
1903 -
190)~-
1905 -
1906 -
1907 -
1908 -
1909 -
1910 -
1911 -

0912 - p~ :tir Ro J!-JJoh'e
1913 -
1914 -
1915 -



8 ~ /, ,_ -fo $= ~ "6=rv' be> .I . r~ ~/J1 50 - ......~rJ'ZUii:/ ' fo- (... ~ .J

1851 - Char, memo of assoc.

ANTIOCH - iiiti( ''J 1.\ \ Nash Co.
It~Co

PAMLICO I (E)
1851-1872

1852 -'
........1853 - A.J-t' ~

1854 -
1855 -
1856 -
1857 -
1858 -

.1'1859 - I'~ r:~ ~ ~ ~ ili.r IJn'i.J2.!/Mu._ Q)(iJ
1860 _
1861 -
1862 - ,
1863 -
1864 _'
1865 _
1866 -
1867 -
1868 _
1869 -
1870 -
1871 _
1872 _
1873 -



CUPPING SERVICE
1115 HILLSBORO

RALEIGH, NC 27603
TEL (919) 633-2079

HERALD
ROANOKE RAPIDS, N. C.

AUG 16 91

Pg. 8, Fri., Aug. 16, 1991

H
Homecoming and revival

services - to which the public
is invited to attend - will be
held at the followingbi-county
churches:

HEATHSVILLE - The
150th antversary of the AntI-
och Baptlst Church will be
celebrated at the annual
Homecomingwith an 11 a.m.
service on Sunday, with Dr.
ThomasA. BlandJr., pastor of
the Sharpsburg Baptist
Church giving the sermon.

Follqwingthe service there
. will be a dinner.

Bland will also be in charge
of the revival services which
willbe held at 7:30 p.m. Mon-
day through Wednesday.
Also,onWednesday there will
be a 6 p.m. chicken pickln'.

Rev. Judith Powell is the
host pastor.



HEATHSVILLE The
Antioch Baptist Church of
Heathsville will celebrate its
annual Homecoming, Sunday,
Aug. 16.

Worship service will be at 11
a.m. followed by a covered-dish
dinner. Revival services will be

at 7:30 p.m. each evening
Monday, August 17 through
Wednesday, August 19.

The Rev. Judith Powell, for-
mer pastor at Antioch, will
deliver the Homecoming ser-
mon. Currently, Rev. Powell is
director of Pastoral Care at the

Columbus County Hospital in
Whiteville. Before entering the
chaplaincy ministry, she
preached at Antioch for fourteen
years. Revival services will be
conducted by the Rev. Joy
Heaton, who began her pastorate
at Antioch June 7, 1998. Giving

up a successful business career
as a CPA, Rev. Heaton answered
the call to full-time ministry and
is now working toward a Master
of Divinity at the Campbell
University Divinity School.

Each service will be enriched
by special music. On Sunday the

Rev. Jo Collins of Shelby wUi
sing and accompany himself ~~
the dulcimer. Rev. Collins is:fl
well-known performer anti
craftsman who makes his oWQ
instruments. The Rev. Joyce

"Reynolds will sing on
Wednesday evening. Rev:
Reynolds, an accomplished
gospel singer, is the pastor of ~
Enfield and Eden UniteCl
Methodist Churches. At other

"times the church choir will sing.
The church will be open at:7

p.m. each evening for those w~~
may wish to- come for pray~t.
There will also be a short period
of pre-service music each day. ::

"Preceding revival service on
Wednesday, there will be :a

,I

"chicken-pickin'" at 6:30. T~~
meal is open to all who wish:.t
come and attend the worship set-''.vice.

The schedule of events ~
"Aug. 16 at 11 a.m. ««:,.

Homecoming; Aug. 17, 18 ~t
7;30 p.m. - revival service; Aug.
19 at 6:30 p.m. "Chicken
Pickin'" and at 7:30 - revival ser-
vice.

•
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Revival services will .be held at
Antioch Baptist Church inWhiteville,
sunday-Saturday, Oct. 14-20. Ser-
vices will begin at 7:30 p.m. each
night-The Rev. Bruce Lanier of
Bladenboro will be the visiting
evangelist. The Rev. Vernon <'
Williamson and congregation invit.r"
the public to attend.



Photo by Helen Kerr Outland

Shown is Antioch Baptist Church of Heathsville. The church stands near the old bush arbor where
I
the first services were held 150 years ago.
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,Antioch Baptist Continues To Minister
By Helen Kerr Outland
, ENFIELD - Just west of
Enfield there is a community
known as Heathsville.
: Most people around here
know this. However, if you
have never been out that way;
you may be interested in know-
ing that one of the oldest Baptist
churches can be found there.

Antioch Baptist Church
always has been, supported by a
strong and faithful congregation.
The history of the church history
adamantly reflects this.
. Antioch Baptist was founded
August 18, 1841 with 13 mem-
bers and Pastor George
}1.Thompson of Murfreesboro
holding those early services
under a bush arbor said to be
located near where the church
~ow stands.
I

: On June 4, 1845, Joseph J.
Daniel sold one acre of land for
[the sum of one dollar" to
Leonard Daniel, Isaac Shearin
I

and Peter Pritchett, who were•~he Trustees of "The Baptist
Congregation at Antioch
Meeting House." The present
building was erected on this site.
• On March 6, 1879 the land
9wned by the church was dou-
bled. Mr. Guilford U. Hardee "in
~.onsideration of his goodwill for
.'he congregation and for the sum
I
<?fone dollar" sold an adjoining
~cre of land to "F.A Smith,
~

James J, Parkin, Trustees of the
Missionary Baptist congregation
at Antioch Meeting House."

Thus began the construction
of the existing church. The sanc-
tuary is the original one. The
present interior walls cover the
hand cut, diagonal paneling pop-
ular in the early American
churches. Around 1931 the pul-
pit was moved back and the
Sunday School wings were
added. The education and fel-
lowship area was added within
the last 20 years.

Since first opening its doors
Antioch has continued to wit-
ness and minister. It did not con-
fine its efforts to it own commu-
nity. In 1878 Antioch sponsored
the organization of the Turkey
Branch Baptist Church. Of the
34 churches in existence in the
1870s, Antioch was only one of
nine boasting a Sunday School.

Throughout the years many
young preachers have been
called to Antioch as their first
pastorate. Some outstanding
ministries began at Antioch. On
September 5, 1982 Reverend
Judith Powell became pastor.
She was one of only three
women who were Baptist minis-
ters. In June of 1998, Reverend
Joy Heaton assumed pastoral
leadership of Antioch Baptist.

After several years of dimin-
ishing membership, the church

has begun to grow again, Over
the last six years the member-
ship has increased by 43%. The
Sunday School, under the lead-
ership of Tim and Linda Wrenn,
has doubled. Antioch has a rich
history of individuals who have
been instrumental in supporting
their church.

Although the membership
has fluctuated, there have
always been enough faithful ser-
vants of God to keep the congre-
gation alive. Cousins J.R. Parker
and J.R. Collier kept the church
going many years ago.

Mrs. Sue Parker, whose
grave is still unfound, was the
"mother of the church."

From it's conception Antioch
Baptist Church has gone through
many changes. However, one
thing has not changed. The
church supports its members and
the members support their
church. Antioch is a debt-free
church, a commitment that has
kept the church alive since those
first services held under that old
bush arbor.
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Antioch Baptist celebrating its 150th anniversary

Antioch Baptist Church Willcelebrate its 150th anniver-
sary with a homecoming service on Sunday.
The church, located in the Heathsville community was

formed on Aug. 28, 1841, With 13 members.
The church, one of the oldest Southern Baptist ones in

HalifaxCounty, originallymet ina bush arbor and moved into
the present building in late 1843or early 1844. It is a charter
member of the North Roanoke Association.
The current pastor, Rev. Judith powell, invites all former

members and friends ofAntioch to join the congregation at
one or all of the following services:

• Sunday- 10 a.m. Sunday school, 11 a.m. homecoming
service and noon dinneron the church grounds.

• Monday and Tuesday - revival services at 7:30 p.m.
• Wednesday- 6 p.m. chicken plckin' and revival services

at 7:30 p.m.
Dr. Thomas A. Bland Jr., pastor of the Sharpsburg Baptist

Church, willpreach the homecotning service. Hewill also hold
the services.
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Tonya Toys Donated To Enfield Police Department
By Calvin Adkins
Managing Editor

ENFIELD - Antioch Baptist
Church Pastor Joy Heaton remem-
bers the cold, chilly night when
Enfield Lt. Tonya Gillikin was
shot down in the line of duty
while attempting to arrest two
robbers.

On that infamous day, word
spread around like wild fire of the
death of one of Enfield's most
dedicated Police Officers.

Heaton and her church mem-
bers would like to forget that day,
but they will never forget Gillikin.

And they are assuring that
Enfield Citizens do not forget the
slain officer by donating toys to
the police department to be given
to children when officers are
called to a domestic dispute or
other crisis where children are
involved.

"I had been thinking about
doing this for quite some time

now,"Heaton said. "We know that
Tonya can't be here, but her spirit
is. We are calling them Tonya
Toys."

The majority of the toys are
stuffed bears with a tag enlisting
Tonya's name.
\ BPD Chief Carl Gregory was
ecstatic about the idea.

"We would like to thank
Antoich Baptist Church. I knew
that it took lots of time and effort
in cqllecting the toys," he stated.
"This will help break the ice
between the police department
and children when we go on
calls."

Heaton said they would con-
tinue to donate stuffed animals to
the police department and wel-
comes donations.

"I don't know about anyone
else, but now every time I run
across a stuffed animal, I will
think of Tonya Toys," she told.
"We encourage anyone else to do
the same."

Photo by Calvin Adkins

Shown are Antioch Church members Jessie Belle Lewis, Kathryne Hamill and Pastor Joy Heaton•as they donate Tonya Bears to Enfield Police Chief Carl Gregory, in memory of Lt. Tonya Gilfliklill-_
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Antioch; Baptist Church cites anniversary
RUTH MINCHER
Herald Staff Writer
Antioch Baptist Ch,;rch in

the Heathsville Community
on State Road 1210 has had a
!year of celebrating their 150
[years - from Honrecorntng in
j.t\ugustofl991 tc( its culmina-
I~ion on Homecomtng Day,
jAug. 24. 1992~
t This most recent Home-
[comtng service was held
under a bush arbor (as it was
in the beginning). similar to
the original meeting place.
he pulpit was a large oak log.
Many of the members wore

costumes representative of Antioch Baptist Church worshipers
e 1840·s.
Music for the day consisted

f old Baptist hymns. sung withdrew f~o~. the Roc.ky
ithout instrumental accom- Swamp Prtmitlve Baptist
animent. A covered dish Church (Rocky Swamp is in
eal was served. the same community less
Miss Jesse Belle Lewis of than a mile from Antioch.)
oute 3. Enfield. a long-time The dissident. group held

~

ember of Antioch. very gra- meetings in bush arbors near
ously gathered these bits of the present. site oft?e church.
story for me: Antioch was organized on Sa-
Because ofmore liberal be- turday, August 18. 1841 at

refs in missions and Sunday the con~l~sion o.fa series of
chools. a group of Baptists evangellsttc services,

The original members
numbered- ia, but the names
of these members are no lon-
ger available. The congrega-
tion met in the old Rocky
Swamp meeting house after
organizing, as the arbor was
11ncom forta ble in bad
weather.
The first. building was

erect.ed in 1843. One acre of
and was deeded

tees" of the Antioch Meeting
House for the sum of $1 and
the present church was built
at this site.
Another acre was added a

few years later. for the same
amount.
Heathsville Community is

an old and stable community:
consequently many people
live on land that has been in
their family for many genera-
tions. Many of the members
today are descendants of the
early founders and members.
Membership at Antioch

over the years has remained
around 80 to 100. This is one
ofthe first churches in the Tar
River Association to report
having an active Sunday
School."

Rev. Judith Powell has
been pastor at Antioch for the
past 10 years.
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;.f;)eanVick, a student in the Halifax County Schools System, is
"'seen here as he prepares to leave to attend Happiness
Retreat 2 at Camp Caraway near Asheboro. Happiness
Retreat is for special persons who are members of churches
which belong to the North Carolina Baptist State Convention.
The special ministries division of the BSC sponsored the
retreat. Participants at the retreat enjoyed singing, Bible
study, swimming, arts and crafts, outdoor recreation and
relaxation. The retreat was held from August 20-22. A
t;-tawaiian party on the evening of the 21st highlighted the
event. Dean is the son of Carolyn B. Vick and was sponsored
at the retreat by his church, Antioch Baptist Church in

, Heathsville.
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:;.0.'\ Antioch Participates In
'Souper Bowl Of Caring'

.' Photo by Joe Holliday
For the second year, Antioch Baptist Church of Enfield participated in the "Souper Bowl of Caring, n a
national program which encourages church members to donate money on Super Bowl Sunday to be
applied to a local community project that feeds those in need. Antioch exceeded.last year's efforts by
raising $143 for Enfield's Meals On Wheels. Patricia Whitaker, Coordinator of Meals On Wheels in
Enfield, expressed gratitude for the funds. She stated Meals On Wheels accepts any donations, as well
as volunteers to deliver meals. Ernie Yick, Treasurer of Antioch, thanked everyone who attended church
on SuperBowl Sunday. Pictured (from left to right) are Vick, Whitaker and Rev. Joy Heaton, Pastor of
Antioch Baptist Church. Rev. Heaton challenges all churches in the area to participate in next year's
"Souper Bowl of Caring. "

".
"
.'
<

"
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Antioch Baptist Church to
celebrate 150th anniversary

HEATHSVILLE- The congregation of Antioch Baptist
Church in Heathsville will celebrate the 150th anniversary of
the church this Sunday.

Originally the congregation met under a bush arbor near
the present site ofthe church. and itwas there the church was
organized Aug. 18. 1841. Weather permitting. the worship-
pers will meet Sunday under a replica of that original arbor.

The service will follow the pattern of worship prevalent in
the early 19th century. Therew1ll be no instrumental accom-
paniment for either the congregational singing or the special
music. The traditional dinner-on-the grounds will follow.

Members are encouraged to wear costumes reminiscent of
the 1840·s.
Worship will begin at U a.m. and dinner served at noon.

Friends and former members of the church are invited to
share in this special celebration. /l l {
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the community. Once a week she
tutors a boy at Pittman Elementary
School. Once a month she leads
devotions at a nursing home.
Unlike most Protestant denomi-

nations, which have been calling
women to serve as pastors for 30
years, Baptists, she knows, prefer to
see a man in the pulpit Of the 3,800
churches that affiliate with the
Baptist State Convention of North
Carolina, only two are led by women.
But Heaton harbored the hope she
might provide an example.
"I would like someone to tell me

what I'm doing that's so terribly
wrong," she said "We're not causing
a disruption. We're doing ministry.
We're living in our community. I think
Jesus would be doing work like this."

Modernity vs. tradition
Although the Southern Baptist

Convention was never at the van-
guard of the feminist movement, it
wasn't always opposed to the idea,
either.
For awhile, the convention seemed

inclined to follow secular society in
swinging open the doors of oppor-
tunity. In a 1941address to women
completing training as missionar-
ies, W. O. Carver, a prominent
Southern Baptist professor of mis-
sions, said: "The hope of the hour
and of the future lies with Christian
womanhood emancipated from mas-
culine subordination by the freedom
of truth in Jesus Christ, and in
Christian men and women working
together in the high calling of God"
By 1979, several dozen Southern

Baptist women had been ordained
The convention sponsored confer-
ences on ways to help women get
ahead in church-related vocations,
~dafuwfumale~millmywaduates
were even paid by the convention to
serve as pastors of start-up churches.
But these initiatives were short-

lived. That same year, the conven-
tion elected its first conservative
president, and over the next 20
years, it would usher in a return to
tradition, including a strict, literal
reading of the Bible.
That meant adhering to the New

Testament epistle in 1Timothy 2:12-
13 that puts women in a secondary
role: "I do not permit a woman to
teach or to have authority over a
man, but to be in silence. For Adam
was formed first, then Eve."
Southern Baptists say they can-

not tilt to the secular winds of
modernity. Christian belief requires
obedience to the clear teachings of
Scripture - even when those teach-
ings aren't carried out perfectly.
"It's not easy for me to sit in a con-

gregation where the pastor is not
well prepared and is rambling
around," said Dorothy Patterson, the

• wife of Southern Baptist Convention
President Pai~rson, and the
convention's lea'llingspokeswoman
on women's issues. ''But there is no
way I would take myself out from
under the authority of Scripture."

Panls, skirt, 'it didn't maller'
No one would ever guess that

Antioch Baptist Church is anything
but a typical Southern Baptist coni
gregation.
The rural, white clapboard sanc-

tuary stands amid plowed fields, tall
stands of pine and old barns that
seem to be losing a battIe with grav.
ity.Like many country churches built
L

From Page One

responsible," said Donna Fishbach,
a member of Hephzibah Baptist
Church in Wendell. "Jesus is the
head of the church, and under him
are the men. I don't think women
can be in charge of other men."
Women, Dorothy Patterson said,

are free to study in seminary, teach
and counsel other women, become
career missionaries, even theolo-
gians. Only the role of pastor is
closed to them. There's a logic to it,
Patterson said: "How do you rec-
oncile a woman pastor teaching her
husband and giving him spiritual
instruction in church and then com-
ing back home and being under the
authority of her husband?"
Moderate Baptists who have dis-

tanced themselves from the conven-
tion say conservatives are using the
Bible to create a caste system with a
rigid hierarchy. The system, they say,
perpetuates ancient cultural norms
that many Baptists, including mod-
erates, are reluctant to break.
"It's very deep within us to feel

that a man offers more reassurance
and comfort in a public role," said
the Rev. Nancy Hastings Sehested,
a moderate Baptist who serves as
chaplain at the Avery/Mitchell
Correctional Center in Spruce Pine.
"Women offer that in a private role.
But we haven't been able to break
through that deep, unnamed, irra-
tional beliefthat women are not as
capable publicly."
These moderate Baptists, who are

hiring women as associate pastors,
say change will come gradually -
but probably not in their lifetimes.
For the few dozen female pastors

who already lead Baptist churches,
the passage of the statement on
male leadership may not have any
immediate effect, though the con-
vention may eventually make them
feel marginalized.
Antioch Baptist, in keeping with its

quiet, unassuming ways, is not about
to ripple the waters. "I feel you can
do more from the inside than the
outside," said Lewis, who now serves
as chairwoman of the deacon board.
''My theory is, move slowly,move qui-
etly.We're not going to provoke any-
thing. We're going to continue doing
what we've always done."

The Rev.Joy Heaton, left, chats with Lena Wilkins at her home in Enfield. Heaton, who tokes Meals
on Wheels lunches to the elderly, said, 'For some, this is their only contad with the outside world.'

STAFF PHOTO BY SHER STONEMAN

in the 1800s, its floorboards are a bit
uneven and its lights appear to blink
every couple ofminutes because of
an overburdened electrical system.
The church's 100members live in

Halifax County. In years past, many
farmed and cured tobacco. Today
they work in different jobs.
In the early 1980s,when its pastor

retired, the church did what it
always had: It called Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary in
Wake Forest and asked for a list of
promising students. It interviewed
several ofthem, including a woman,
the Rev. Judy Powell.
"She just seemedright," said Jessie

Belle Lewis,who served on the pas-
tor search committee. "It didn't mat-
ter if she wore pants or a skirt."
Powell stayed on for 14years, win-

ning the hearts of many church
members. Before Powell came, said
Earl Hardee, a member, "the
church was on the rocks. Having a
woman pastor was the best thing
that happened to us. The church
became more alive, more vibrant."
It also began affiliatingwith a more

moderate group ofBaptists that sup-
ports female pastors, the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
Although the church still sends 10
percent of its collected donations to
the Southern Baptist Convention, it
no longer uses the convention's
Sunday school materials and has dis-
tanced itself from many of the con-
vention's more conservative policies.
When Powell resigned in 1996,the

church decided to do things differ-
ently. Instead of calling
Southeastern, it called the new Even the staunchest advocates
divinity school at Campbell.' of the Southern Baptist Convention
University in Buies Creek, a mod- acknowledge that women can make
erate Baptist institution committed fine pastors. It's not their lack of
to women's leadership in church. intellect or spiritual development
There it found Joy Heaton, a for- that prevents them from serving in
mer accountant who once super- that role. It's simply God's pre-
vised assets worth more than $100 ferred social order.
million for Seer Technologies, but Men and women were created dif-
left the high-salaried business ferently, they say, Adam first, Eve
world for a divinity degree and a as his helper. To tamper with that
chance to serve a church. difference is to upset God's plan.
"I wasn't feeling fulfilled," said Just as wives are to submit gra-

Heaton, a lifelong Baptist. "I love ciously to their husband's authori-
what I'm doing now. I'm hoping I ty in the home (according to the
have a lasting influence." Southern Baptist statement of
Heaton would like to remain a belief adopted two years ago), so

church pastor for the rest of her women must look to men for reli-
working life. She and her husband, gious guidance in the church.
Tom, the director of music services "There's an order of who's--

WOODY VONDRACEK / The News & Observer

for WCPE-FM, the classical music
station in Wake Forest, live in the
parsonage next to the church.
Heaton wouldn't say how much she
earns, but convention officials esti-
mate it's less than $30,000 a year.
Her congregants love her be-

cause her sermons are inspiring
and her ways thoughtful and car-
ing. That, they say, is the most
important test of a good pastor.
"I've always felt God will not pun-

ish a person - whether it's a man or
a woman - for doing his work," said
Ernie Vick, a member of the choir.
''We're allworking for the same goal."

Change expected gradually

Staff writer Yonat Shimron can be reached
at 829·4891 or yshimron@nondo.com



The Rev. Joy Heaton leads the choir and congregation in a hymn during a Sunday morning s~rvice at Antioch Baptist Church near Enfield.
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Baptists might prohibit female pastors
'Jwould like someone to
tell me what I'm doing

that's so terribly wrong ....
We're not causing a

disruption. We're doing
ministry. We're living in
our community. I think

Jesus would be doing work
like this.'

Rev. Joy Heaton

Antioch Baptist Church

Some question Southern Baptist Convention's expected ruling
BVYONAT SHIMRON

STAFF WRITER

Every Friday mornmg, the Rev. Joy
Heaton delivers a hot lunch to a half-
dozen elderly people in the town of
Enfield. As she pulls into the first dri-
veway, she grabs a foam container from
a box prOvided by Meals on Wheels and
knocks on the screen door of Lena
Wilkins' mobile home.
"How are you doing, Ms. Wilkins?"

she asks. "Is your leg OK? Are you tak-
ing your medicine?"
After setting the lunch on the kitchen

table and making her \\lay down the.
steps, she notices the banister is loose.
"I'm going to have one of our men come
over and fix this banister" she calls
back to Wilkins, making a ~ental note
to ask for volunteers in the week'S
chur~h ~ulletin. "That's. dangerous."
ThIS kind of commumty service lies

at the core of what Heaton believes
Christian ministry is all about. Yet as
the pastor of;\ntioch B~ Churc.hjn
Halifax County, Heaton is a rarity -
and those like her may sOonbe scarcer
still. This week, at its annUal meeting,

the Southern Baptist Convention is
expected to add a sentence to its basic
statement of belief declaring that the
office of pastor is limited to men.
Although Heaton doesn't expect to

lose her job - Baptist churches are
autonomous and can hire and fire their
own pastors - she sees the declara-
tion as a slap in the face. Since her
appointment two years ago, she has
worked hard to make herself available
to her parishioners and to get to know
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The Followers'
to be presented
ENFIELD - The Antioch Baptist

Church of Enfield will host the
Fellowship Baptist Church Youth
(Agape) Choir of Raleigh in the
presentation of Ed Seabough and Mark
Blankenship's "The Followers" at 3:30
p.m. Sunday in the church sanctuary.
The choir is in the process of sharing

this musical-drama with many
churches and organizations in the state.
"The Followers" is a musical work

which proclaims that Jesus Christ is the
one light for all people. It begins with
that faithful band of Jesus' followers on
the day of crucifixion. It continues on to
show what life became later. "The
Followers" is really a musical work
about life lived today ....about living in
the darkness of a sinful world where
Jesus is the one and only true light.
"The Followers" is a contrasting

experience of sadness and happiness,
worry and faithfulness, and darkness
and sunlight. It may change your life!
Antioch Baptist Church is off of N.C.

.Business
opens

- 561 at Heathsville. The Rev. Randy-
Jetton, church pastor, said the public is
invited to attend.

HALIFAX - L. Allan Morris, son of
Mrs. Louise B. Morris of Halifax, has
officially opened his own real estate
business in Decatur, Ga.
Morris lives in Atlanta with his wife

Judy and daughter Kelly. Moving to his
new office with him will be Kathy, his
long-time secretary, and another
owner, Harry Hoffman, who along with
Morris are the only loan producers in
the area.
Morris is calling h is company Halifax

Mortgage, Inc. because he said he Is
proud of his home town of Halifax.
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~qAntioch will celebrate \
t<.

- CLIPPING SERVICE
1115 HILLSBORO

RALEIGH. NC 27603
TEL. (919) 833.2079

ENFIELD - A super summer
)celebration will be held this weekend
>at Antioch Baptist Church on Route 3
:llere Ieaturing. Rev. Lem Clark and
:his wife, Sandy.

A native of Florida, Rev. Clark is a
'graduate of Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Wake
"Forest and serves as minister of
Bethesda Baptist Church in Union
Point, Ga.

,~! Mrs. Clark, an experienced soloist
popular radio gospel singer,

recently made the tape
"More of Him and Less of Me."
serves as director of music at
Bethesda Baptist Church.
A schedule of the weekend ac-

tivities is as follows:
Saturday - 6:30 p.m., Chicken

Picking; 8 p.m., Gospel Concert by
Mrs. Clark.
Sunday - 9:45 a.m., Sunday

School; 11 a.m., Worship with Rev.
Clark delivering the message and
music by Mrs. Clark.
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Antioch Baptist'
sets revival services
HEATHSVILLE - The AntiQ.ch

Baptist _Church of here is par-
ticipating in the nation-wide Revival,
"People Search" and Scripture
Distribution sponsored by the
Southern Baptist Convention.
_The theme of the Revival is "Good

News, America, God Loves You!"
Services will run from this. Sunday
through March 18.
Evangelists for the revival will be

the Rev. Lem Clark and Mrs. Sandy
Clark. The Rev. Clark, a graduate of
Southeastern Theological Seminary,
is' pastor of the Bethesda Baptist
Church of Union Point, Georgia.

Sandy Clark, music director of
Bethesda, is a gospel singer with
experience in radio and tape
ministry.
The schedule of the services is as

follows: ,.. '.'
SUNDAY - 9:45 a.m. Bible Study,

11:00 Worship Service, Rev. Lem
Clark, 6 p.m. Chicken Pickin', 7:30
Concert of Gospel Music, Mrs. Sandy
Clark.
MONDAY-7: 30p.m. Revival.
TUESDAY -7:30p.m. Revival.
The public is cordially invited to

attend all services.
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- Homccoming will
observed this Sunday at Antioct, Bap-
tist Church ncar hero, bt'ginlling with
Sunday School at !) :.J3 a.rn.

The Homccoming 1I1l'ssagc will be
delivered at 11 a.m. by ){l'\'. Fred
Rhodes, pastor of Columbus Baptist
Church in Columbus. A former
pastor of Antioch-Bl'ar Swamp Field,
he is a native of Albemarle and a
graduate ofSouthl'ilstcl"Il Baptist
Theologicai Seminary ill Wak«
Forest.
Dinner will be served a: II""n VII

the church grounds.
Rev. Judith Powell, pas("r and

Rev. Rhodes will cunduct revival
services Sunday throug;l Wl'UllCSU.I) ,
with services as follows:
Monday - "Quc Pasa yout, I

supper at 6 p.rn., revival at 8 p.ru.,
watermelon cutting at !J p.m.: Tues-
day .- revival at 8 p.m., homemade
ice cream at 9 p.m.; Wcdncsday-
chicken pickin' at 6:30 p.ru., revival
at8p.m. l (



A HISTORICAL SK~TCH• In 1843, a gro.up of believers withdrew fr-om the Rocky
Swamp Primitive Baptist Church and organized a Missionary
Baptist congregation. According to legend they met in a
bush arbor at or near the site of this building. Two years
later on June 4, 1845, Joseph J. Daniel sold one acre of
land for lithe sum of one dollar II to Leonard Daniel, Isaac
Shearin, and Peter Pritchett, who were the Trustees of
litheBapti st congrega tion at Antioch Mee tine;House. II

The present building was erected on this site. The land
owned by the church was doubled on March 6, 1879, when
Guilford U. Hardee "In consideration of his goodwill for
the congrega tion and for the sum of one dollar II sold an
acre ad j ci nlng the original site to IIF. A. Smith, Jame s
J. Parkin, and. J. H. Parker, Trustees of the Missionary
Baptist congregation at Antioch Meeting House. II

This sanctuary is the original one, and the present
interior walls cover the handcut, diagonal paneling popular
in early American churches. In approximately 1931, the
pulpit was moved baCk, and the Sunday School wings W0re add-
ed. The education and fellowship area was built within the
last twenty years.

• Since first opening its doors Antioch has continued to
witness and minister. Although the membership has fluctuated,
thcwhave always been enough faithful servants of God to
keep the congregation alive. Many of the names on the early
church rolls and business documents are the same found in
the communi ty today. Mrs. Sue Parke r' was called the "mather
of the church," and she was the first person buried in the
cemetery. Unfortunately, there being no permanent marker,
the exact location of hoI' gravo is only conjecture.

Throughout the years many youn8 preachers ha~e been
called to Antioch, and it has been the first pastorate for
many truly outstanding ministers. On September 5, 1982,
Antioch welcomed the Rev. Judith Powell as its pastor. She
is continuing in the tradition by beginning her pastoral
ministry in ihis church. . - -

After several years of diminishing membership, Antioch
has begun to grow again. During the last six years the member-
ship has increased by 43%, and the Sunday School has doubled
in enrollment. Perhaps the best evidence of a church's growth
and commitment to its mission is the pattern of its giving. The
chart on the following page give s a summa ry of Antioch's giv»
ing for the past several years.

•



Separate,, Regular, __I"Ither,---------

CHURCHES IH HORTH CAROLIHA ~.

As named~yMorgan Edwards, John Asplund, G.W.Paschal or others 1'n/IV
1. Name*** %£ ~ Dote of c-ns ,;'"';a, _.!.../_~:::::_--------
2. Hame , If changed. Date of change -------

3. Location. Hame of County when Constituted --_:_"-'-I__::~___:-,-I_fti.f---''----!.~-~/.....,;~r,--p=-----

4. Location. Hame of County at present time 1..:...1 _

'-1,
5. Hame of Association with which originally affiliated ---~-----------

________ Hame in 1960 .....!:.J--'-;1~...::..:..~___!_R...:__:..1J-I~'./U::._:__:~____.:___'J<.-=__(~_'.c_r-_

6. Type of Church; General Baptist, __ --------Particular, --------

7. Is the church by either name listed in Convention Annual in 1959 or 1960? 1~
(See Notes Other Side)


