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CHURCHES IN NORTH CAROLINA BEGUN PRIOR TO 1830 ) ,~d.~
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I I4. Location. Name of County at present time _

6. Type of Church; General Baptist, Particular, _

Separate, Regular, ..,ther, _

7. Is the church by either name listed in Convention Annual in 1959 or 1960?
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Antioch Baptist Church

Antioch Baptist
Celebrates Anniversary
Antioch Baptist Church,

Rt. 2, Taylorsville, has
scheduled Homecoming
for July 29, 1984. On that
day the church will
celebrate its 158th
Anniversary.

Sunday School will

begin at 9:45 a.m. and
worship will fOllow at 11.
Dr. Robert Winecoff who,
was pastor of Antioch
from August 1958until Ju-
ly 1966, will be guest
speaker.

A fellowship dinner will
be held after the service in

the church fellowship hall.
Various memorabilia pro-
vided by the Senior Adults
of the church will also be
on display.

Friends and former
members are invited to
attend. ',I
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About a week ago my mother, Thelma Hester, hand-
ed me a pamphlet entitled "Historical Sketch of An-
'tioch Baptist Church of Alexander County, North
Ca tina" ." "j.' "ra , ..:;
Mom knows of my love for history, ,eSPecially local

history. She also knows of my passion for connecting
my roots to those of my forefathers. I have many books
which she has placed in my care - some of which go
back into the 18th and 19th centuries. These belonged to
our family, They are a part of our history.
Returning to the pamphlet, Antioch-Baptist Church

was founded in 1826along what is today Highway 127
not too far from the Catawba River and Barretts Moun-
tainin Alexander County. But Antioch wasn't the first
Baptist Church west of Greensboro. The "New Meeting
House Baptist Church" was the oldest Baptist church
in the western part of North Carolina. Itwas located on
the site of the Munday-Teague Graveyard on Highway
127.
One account puts the organization of this church on

June 7, 1797,Another account tells of Edward Teague
- its first pastor - fleeing from the armed forces of
Governor Tryon and settling in this area around 1773.
It's a distinct possibility that "The New Meeting
House" had its beginnings earlier than 1797among the
settlers who fled to "Indian" territory in the wake of
the Regulators' Rebellion over in Alamance County.
At any rate, Teague was my great, great, great,

great, great, great grandfather. The Robinson clan -
who settled here along with Adam Sherrill - married
into the Teagues, the Kellers, and the Mundays. The
Hesters came much later from around Moravian Falls.
In 1983 when William T. Myatt and I began the

publication of our North Carolina filmstrip ..series,
"North Carolina, Its History and Significanc'e," we
wrote the history of the Revolutionary period through
the eyes of Edward Teague. Actually, we wrote it as if

ester 'reflects
headed Comwalis' western forces - at 'Kings Moun-
tain. •.
These were the men who would not sign the Constitu-

tionuntll a Bill of Rights had been includQk North.
Carolina and Rhode Island held out for almost a year
before joining the newly formed United States of
America. ..'
And what can such a history teach us? It teaches us

.about persistance and dedication. It reveals the
'-------------------' Courage of our ancestors who came into a strange l~d,

far from any form of civilization, to live m peace With
nature and themselves. It teaches us about the mean-

he was telling the story to his .own grandchildren ing of freedom and democracy and the willingness to
around the year 1800. : die for one's beliefs. It teaches us about comnutment
Teague was born in Scotland in the year 1720.This and honor, truth and the depth of one's religious fai,~'

was a time in which Scotland was in constant war with' Recently much has been said to me about my writing
England. Great migration of Scotch-Irish came into ,..;. and about my relationship to my employers. Not all ~f
North Caolina from around 1720 to the time of the that which was said was pleasant to the ears, some of It .'
Rpvolutionary War. came through anonymous calls in the night. It re~ds~
,Some of the na~es associated with the fOll!1dingof me of a job intervie;rv I h~d b this county...about five

beth the New Meeting House and Antioch Baptist Chur-, ,years ago. After the mtervtew was over, the per~onnel
ches will sound familiar to you: Teague, Holtsclaw, ,director said to me that I was too open, t~ liberal-
Austin, Sherrill, Barnes, Brown, Payne, Dodson, , minded for Catawba County Schools. He said that I
Goforth, Crouch, Poole, Oxford," Baker, Munday,' ought to go back to my "horne" where folks knew me
Holder, Richards and Ferguson.. and understood me. Little did he know of my ancestral
I find it amazing that such a congregation of in-,' roots and1he heritage and values that have been given

dependently minded and dedicated people has con- to me right here in Catawba County. . ,
tinued for so long. Some of these were the same people The little pamphlet about Antioch Baptist Church
who did not want a centralized goverment controlling was written in 1941by Miss Dewey Teague, probably
their lives. They did not wish to belong to a state or a some kin to me. Her parting lines were:
country. History books call them "radicals." So they This last thought I would like to leave with you-Do
were. . " not throw this little book around and allow it to get

They were the first to fight against Governor Tryon destroyed. It will be very helpful some day; so take
and British oppression. Many of them came from out of care of it and band it down to those who are to follow-.
the ills to contin~e the fight ~der Nathanial Greene at . Thank YOU,' Miss Teague, and thank you, pioneers
Greensboro.against Cornwalis. Some went over the who have made this state and countrv a great place In
mountains to join the fight against Ferg~n - who which to live. ",' .

Joe:'>
Hes
Local Educator
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Poole, W.A. Poole, D.D., Jackson U.
Teague, Oscar S. Keller, Robert C.
Cline, lloyd W. Teague, B. Frank
Austin, Edd C. Keller, Grover C.
Teague, Clarence W. Teague, Jack
Keller, Luther C. Hollar, Dwight W.
Austin, Mark Hollar, Nathaniel
Austin, Randy Kirby, and Mike
Clawson.
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Antioch Baptist Church organized
inAlexander County in late 1700s
On June 7, 1797,the Antioch Bap-

tist Church was organized. The first
church building was destroyed by
fire in 1805.
It was on July 29, 1826 when a

group from the church and other
Baptist churches met to organize a
new church. It was given the name
Antioch. A log church was built. It
Was later replaced with a frame
building in 1875.A frame arbor was
bUilton the site of the present church
and it was used until 1934.
I plans for a new church were made
around 1937.On August 17, 1941,ser-
vices were held in the new church. It
was a stone veneer building in-
cluding a baptistry and some twenty
classrooms. Stone for the building
and parsonage came from the sur-
rounding territory.
The educational building was

renovated, a new heating system in-
stalled and the parsonage remodeled
from August 1958to July 1966.
In 1966, the parsonage was

remodeled. Additional land was pur-
chased for a ball field. New
draperies, complete carpeting, and
painting were done in the sanctuary
after repair work was completed.
Front doors and tile were installed in
the vestibule.
In 1972, repairs and renovations

were completed on the parsonage
and the driveway was paved.

A new sanctuary was completed
and ready for use by September 4,
1977.The building was dedicated on
December 4,1977. The old sanctuary
was converted to a fellowship hall
and kitchen.
From 1974-1978,the parking lot

was resurfaced, air conditioning was
added to the old sanctuary, and the
ecuational building was renovated.
There have been many other addi-
tions through the years.

Antioch is a Sduthern Baptist
Church and is involved in many ac-
tivities for all its people and con-
tinues to go forward in all areas of
mission work.
In 1978, two significant programs

were begun at Antioch. A group call-
ed "Golden Years Citizens" was
formed. The first "Living
Christmas" consisting of ten outdoor
scenes depicting the Christmas Story
was first presented in December of
1978. This has beCOme an annual
ministry of the church.
During the years, many of the

young people from Antioch have
committed themselves to church-
related vocations. Below is a listing
of men who have gone out or were or-
dained by Antioch Baptist Church
since its beginning; James A. Reid,
Daniel Austin, Merritt Austin,
William Poole, D. Bedrod Brown,
James B. Poole, Christopher C.

Pastors having served at Antioch
are William Dodson, Sr., William
Richards, J.F. McCall, William
Holder, William Goforth, R.L.
Steele, J.H. West, Jas. Reed, William
Poole, George Swaim, Huston
Holsclaw, Daniel Austin, J.B.
Powell, Jacob Crouch, D. Bedford
Brown, D.B. Brown, Smith
Ferguson, C.C. Poole. G.D. Sherrill,
W.T. Davis, J.B.· Poole, L.P.
Gwaltney, J.B. Powell, W.A. Poole,
H.D. LeQueux, D.W. Poole, J.M.
Shaver, J.J. Beach, G.Z.
Bumgarner, T.E. Payne, J.L.
Teague, G.C. Teague, S.A. Stroup,
E.C. Shoe, James R. Lail, W.O. Go-
ble (supply), Glenn Moree (interim),
Robert M. Winecoff, Ellis Fulbright
(interim), S.M. Stroup (interim),
Marvin H. Willis, Edwin Price (in-
terim), Fritz D. Hemphill (interim),
Ronald Rowe, Charles High (in-
terim), and Dennis Spivey. Rev.
Spivey became pastor in June of
1979.
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ocal Baptists
Plan Revival
Services
The public is invited to attend re-

vival services Monday through
Thursday at Antioch Baptist Church,
Rt. 8, Taylorsville.

The services will begin 11 a.rn.
Sunday with other services being held
Sunday night at 7 and nightly there-
after at 7:30.
The Rev. Bruce E. Hancock, pastor

of Front Street Baptist Church in
Statesville, will be guest minister.
Hancock is a graduate of Clemson
University and Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He has been

tor at Front Street Baptist since
6. He is married to the former

/1

The Rev.
Bruce

Hancock

Patricia Mitchell and the Hancocks
have two daughters.

Guest minister of music for the re-
vival services will be the Rev. Loyd
Landrum, minister of music at
Vineville Baptist Church in Macon
Ga. He is ~ graduate of the University
of Georgia and Southern Seminary.
He leads workshops at churches in the
Southern Baptist Convention.
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Antioch Baptist Holds Spring

I/J~:
Granite Falls Press, Thursday, April 3, 1986, Page 17

BI7 IRevival
for each of the services and
the public is cordially invited
to attend.

The skin on your body
least sensitive to pain is
that on your heel.

Antioch Ba~tist Cb.urcb in
Tayforsvliie will conduct its
annual Spring Revival April'
6-11,1986. This revival will be
a par~ of the Good News,'
America, God Loves You
simultaneous' revivals.
Revival will begin on Sunday
morning at 11 :00 a.m. The
evening service will be at 7:30
p.m.

The guest minister for the
week will be Rev. James o.
Hagwood, pastor of First
Baptist Church, Roberson-
ville, N.C. Rev. Hagwood is a
graduate of the University of
North Carolina and
Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He has
met all the requirements for
a Ph.D. at Duke University. He
writes the Life and Work Sun-
day School lessons for the
Biblical Recorder, and is Cur-
riculum writer for the Sunday
School Board, Southern Bap-
tist Convention. He and his
wife, Louise have two
children and five

of Mus'ic and Youth at
Eas'tlan Baptist Chur~h,
Greenville, South Carolina.
KirbY and his wife, Lynne
have one child.

A nursery will be provided

Randall Kirby

grandchildren.
The guest Minister of

Music for the services will be
Randall L. Kirby. Kirby is a
native of Caldwell County. He
is a graduate of Gardner-
Webb College and
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He
currently serves as Minister



Plans Annual
Spring Revival

~ TAYLORSVILLE - Antioch Ba~-
tist ChW W!l conduct its annual
spring revival ApnI6-11 as part of the
"Good News America, God Loves
-You simultaneous revivals,

The revival will begin April 6'at 11
: a.rn. Evening services will be at 7:30
o'clock, The guest minister for the
week will be the Rev. James O.
Hagwood, pastor of First Baptist

l Church in Robersonville.

Hagwood is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of North Carolina and South-
eastern Baptist Theological Semin-
ary. He has met all the requirements
for a doctorate at Duke University.
He writes the "Life and Work Sunday
School" lessons for the Biblical Re-
corder and is curriculum writer for

The Rev,
James 0,
Hagwood

h.

the Sunday School Board of the South-
ern Baptist Convention.
He and his wife, Louise, have two

children and five grandchildren.
The guest minister of music for the

services will be Randall L. Kirby. a
native of Caldwell County. He is a
graduate of Gardner-Webb College
and Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary.
He currently serves as minister of

music and youth and Eastland Baptist
Church in Greenville, S.C., He and his
wife, Lynne, have one child.
Anursery will be provided for each

service and the public is invited to
attend.
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p\\Antioch BaptisfChurc
Plans 'Living Christmas'
TAYLORSVILLE - Antioch Bap-

tist Church invites the public to
attend its "Living Christmas" pres-
entation set for Dec. '14-16 from 6 to
8:.30p.m. nightly. This will involve a
cast of over 125persons with scenes
in 10 locations at various places in
and around the church.
Visitors will meet in the sanctuary

anytime between the appointed
hours. Tour groups consisting of
approximately 40 persons, ~ed by a

guide, will leave about every 15
minutes. The outside tour will take
about 30 minutes. Warm clothing is
essential. Groups will travel on foot
to view the following scenes:
Events preceding the birth of

Christ - Isaiah's .prophecy,
Gabriel's talk to Mary, Mary visits
Elizabeth, and Gabriel appears to
Joseph; travelers to Bethlehem;
downtown Bethlehem; and
Bethlehem, no room at the inn.
Also, the hillside outside

Bethlehem - shepherds and angel
choir; the nativity with Joseph and
Mary, shepherds and live animals;
the wise men; an old-fashioned
Christmas; a singing Christmas
tree; and Santa and his workshop.
Refreshments will be served in the

fellowship hall. In addition, a nursery
will be provided for small children
and wheelchairs will be available for
the handicapped.
In the event of bad weather, in-

formation regarding cancellation
will be announced by 4 p.m. on the
following radio stations: WKJK,
Granite Falls; WXRC, Hickory;
WFMX, Statesville; and WTLK,
Taylorsville ..
Dennis M.! Spivey, pastor, said

"those who have seen 'Living
Christmas' over the past six years
have found it to be an inspirational
event. We believe it will be even
grea ter this year. "



CLIPPING SERVICE
1115 HILLSBORO

RALEIGH. NC 27603
TEL. (919) 833·2079

RECORD
HICKORY, N. C.

~.

APR-13-85
~ ;2_1 t
l Alex Church Revival
To Feature 2 Ministers
A spring revival is planned for

Sunday through Wednesday a! An~
och Baptist _9!Yrch on 'Rt. 2,
Taylersviile:
The revival will begin at 11 a.m.

Sunday and daily services will be at
7:30 p.m.
The guest minister will be Dr. Billy

T. Mobley Sr. and the Rev. Charles R.
Brown will be the minister of music.
Mobley is a native of Rocky Mount

and is married to the former Mary
Ellen Avent and they have a son and
a daughter. Mobley is a graduate of
Wake Forest University and South-

eastern Theological Seminary.
He earned his doctorate of divinity

degree from Campbell University in
1976 and has served as chaplain in the
U.S. Army and for a number of
churches in North Carolina. He cur-
rently is pastor of First Baptist
Church in Hickory.
He has served the Southern Baptist

Convention and the Baptist State Con-
vention of North Carolina.
Brown is a graduate of Lenoir-

Rhyne College and New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. He has
served churches in Alabama, Missis-

sippi and Georgia. He currently is
minister of music at Viewmont Bap-
tist Church.
A nursery will be provided for each

service and the public has been in-
vited. The Rev. Dennis M. Spivey is
potor. . I
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Spring services set
at Antioch Baptist
Spring revival services will be

held at Antioch Baptist Church in
Taylorsville through May 2, be-
ginning with the 11a.m. service
Sunday, April 29.
Guest minister will be Dr.

Frank R. Campbell of Roanoke,
Va. He and his wife, Janet have
two daughters. Dr. Campbell is
an author of several books and
articles and has been pastor of
First Baptist Church, States-
ville, since 1966. He was presi-
dent of the Baptist State Conven-
tion from 1981-83.
The Rev. J. Loyd Landrum,

minister of music at Vineville
Baptist Church in Macon, Ga.
will direct the music-for the ser-
vices. He and his wife, Mary, are
parents of two sons and a daugh-
ter. He has served churches in
North Carolina and Florida and
in 1983conducted the Ridgecrest
Chorale during music week at
Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly.
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Revival scheduled
.at Antioch Baptist

Spring revival at Antioch Baptist
Church, route 2, Taylorsville, is
scheduled for April 14-17,beginning
with the Sunday morning worship
service at 11~ooa.m. All evening ser-
vices will start at 7:30 p.m.
The guest minister will be Dr. Billy

T. Mobley, Sr., and Rev. Charles R.
Brown will be the minister of music.
Dr. Mobley, a native of Rocky

Mount, is a graduate of Wake Forest
University and Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He earned his
Doctor of Divinity from Campbell
University in 1976.
He has served as chaplain in the

U.S. Army as well as in a number of
churches in North Carolina. Present-
ly, he is pastor of First Baptist
Church in Hickory. In addition, he
has served both the Southern Baptist
Convention and the Baptist State
Convention in N.C. in numerous
ways. He is married to the former
Mary Ellen Avent, and they have a
son and a daughter.
Rev. Brown, a graduate of Lenoir-

Rhyne College and of New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary, has
served churches in Alabama,
Mississippi, and Georgia. He is
presently minister of music at View-
mont Baptist Church in Hickory.
A nursery will be provided for each

service, and the public is cordially
invited to attend. .
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Revival

TAYLORSVILLE - A spring re-
vival has been scheduled for April 29
- May 2 at Antioch Baptist Church in
Taylorsville.
The Sunday morning service will

begin at 11 o'clock. and all evening
services will begin at 7:30p.m.
The guest pastor will be Dr. Frank

I{. Campbell, minister of First Bap-
tist Church in Statesville. who has
written several books and articles
and served as president of the N.C.
Baptist Convention from 1981to 1983.
Dr. Campbell earned his Doctor of

Ministry degree in 1975 from
Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary, and his Doctor of Divinity
from Wake Forest University in 1980.
Rev. J. Loyd Landrum will serve

as the minister of music. He is a
graduate of the University of
Georgia, and earned his MSM degree
from the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.
Mr. Landrum has served several

churches in North Carolina, Florida
and Georgia, and last year conducted
the Ridgecrest Choral during Music
Week at the Ridgecrest Baptist
Assembly.
The public is invited to attend the

services, and a nurser); will be pro-
vided for small

Planned



MAY-t--82

[/lJ,t1och Baptist Plan'fl\
Annual Spring Revival
Antioch ~t_Q_hurch on Rt. 2,

Taylorsvi1Ie,--WiIrliolO""'its annual
spring revival beginning Sunday. The
services will follow the "Here's

I Hope" theme which has been
promoted by Baptists across the
state.
On Sunday, services will be held at

11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. Services will
continue through Friday at 7:30 p.m.
each day. A nursery will be provided.
Dr. Robert E. Gray will be guest

minister. He is a graduate of Mars
Hill College, East Tennessee State
College and Southeastern Seminary
at Wake Forest. He earned his doctor
of .ministry from Union Seminary at
Richmond. He served N.C. Baptists
from 1958 until 1979 as he pastored
several churches andheld various
association and convention
responsiblilties.
Gray is currently pastor of Temple

Baptist Church in Newport News, Va.
He is married and has three children.
Craig Little, a native of Alexander

County, will be minister of

RECORD
HICKORY, N. C.

0_27,500

music. He is a graduate of Lenoir-
Rhyne College. He also holds a mas-
ter's degree from Appalachian State
University.

He is employed by the Wilkes Coun-
ty school system and also is minister
of music at Wilkesboro Baptist
Church, and associational music di-
rector for the Brushy Mountain As-
sociation.

Little lives in Wilkesboro with his
wife and three children.
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Antioch Baptist Plans
Spring Revival Services

Antioch Baptist Church, route
2, Taylorsville, is planning its
annual spring revival March
22-27, 11:00 a.m. Sunday morn-
ing and 7:30 p.m. nightly.
The visiting evangelist will be

Rev. James Lambert, who is a
graduate of Wake, Forest Col-
lege and Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary.
He was pastor of Mills Home

Baptist Church in Thomasville,
N.C. from 1966-1973. Prior to
that he held a number of other

pastorates in North Carolina. At
the present time he is Associate
Director of Missions with the
Baptist State Convention of
North Carolina. He and his wife,
Betty Jo, live in Boone. They
have two sons.
Loyd Landrum will be the

visiting minister of music. Lan-
drum is a graduate of the
University of Georgia and
Southern Baptist Seminary. He
has served several churches
throughout the South and is now
serving as Minister of Music at
Vineville Baptist Church,
Macon, Georgia. His wife,
Mary, is a public school teacher
and they have three children.

REV. JAMES LAMBERT

LOYD LANDRUM I J



Antioch - 1826 Alexander ALEXANDER
1826 - Const. 29 JI.
1827 - Admit. to BRIER CREEK.
1828 - Dism. from BRIER CREEK.
1829 - Admit. to CATAWBA RIVER.
1836 - Prob. dlsm. from CATAWBA RIVER, Minutes missing.
1837 - Admit. to LEWIS FORK[E]
1853 - Dlsm. from LEWIS FORK[E]
1854 - Charter memo of LOWER CREEK[E]
1859 - Mem. of UNITED II[E].
1863 - Charter member of re-org. LEWIS FORK[E]

•



Antioch - 1826
-2-

Alexander ALEXANDER

1871 - Dism. from LEWIS FORK[E]
1872 - Charter member of BRUSHY MT.
1887 - Dism. from BRUSHY MT. Charter member of

ALEXANDER •

•
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Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Fort
Worth, Texas. He earned his
Doctor of Ministry degree in
1980.Dr. Walker has had much
experience in ministry to youth
including a year as part-time
youth director of Trinity Baptist
Church, Saigon, Vietnam. He
has pas tored in Texas and is
presently Pastor of Five Points
Missionary Baptist Church,
Wilson, N.C. Dr. Walker is mar-
ried and has two children.
The guest Minister of Music

will be Mr. Craig Little. Mr. bi-t-
tie has a degree in Music
Education from Lenoir Rhyne
College. He has earned his MA
degree and his Education
Specialist degree in Music from
Appalachian State University.
Mr. Little has conducted music
for the Pastor's Conference at
Mars Hill College. He is also
scheduled to lead the music in
conferences at Mars Hill Col-
lege and Ridgecrest Baptist
Assembly in the future. In 1982
and 1983 Mr. Little conducted
an Easter T.V. Special which
was aired on Channel 12 and
Channel 14 on Easter Sunday.
Mr. Little is presently Minister
of Music at Wilkesboro Baptist
Church. He and his wfie, Linda,
have three children.
The public is cordially invited

to attend all of these services. A
nursery will be provided.

Antioch Baptist Revival
Scheduled April 24th-29th
Antioch Baptist Church of

route 2, Taylorsville, will hold
its annual spring revival April
24-29. High Attendance Day in
Sunday School is scheduled for
Sunday morning, April 24, and
the revival services will begin
at 11:00 a.m. All of the evening
services will be at 7:30 p.m.
The guest minister for these

services will be Dr. Robert H.
Walker, Jr. Dr. Walker is a
native of Jackson, Mississippi.
He is a graduate of Mississippi
State University and also of

DR. ROBERT H. WALKER, JR.



6-Bby Revival Scheduled
-At Antioch Baptist Church
Antioch Baptist Church. Rt. 2.

Taylorsville. will hold its annual
spring revival Sunday through April
29.
High attendance day in Sunday

School is scheduled for Sunday morn-
ing.
Revival services begin at 11 a.m.

Sunday. All evening services will be
at 7:30 p.m.
Guest minister for the revival

services will be Dr. Robert H. Walker
Jr. He is a native of Jackson. Miss.
Walker is a graduate of Mississippi

State University and also of South-
western Baptist Theological Semin-
ary in Fort Worth. Texas. He earned
his doctor of ministry degree in 1980.
Walker has had experience in mini-

stry to youth, including a year as part-
time youth director of Trinity Baptist
Church in Saigon, South Vietnam.
He has been a pastor in Texas and

is currently pastor of Five Points
Missionary Baptist Church in Wilson.
He is married and has two children.
The guest minister of music will be

Craig Little. He has a degree in music
education form Lenoir-Rhyne Col-
lege. He has earned his master's
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WALKER LITTLE

degree and his education specialist
degree in music from Appalachian
State University.
Little has conducted music for the

Pastors' Conference at Mars Hill Col-
lege. He is scheduled to lead the
music in conferences at Mars Hill and
Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly.
For the last two years. Little con-

ducted an Easter television special
which was broadcast on Easter Sun-
day. He is minister of music at
Wilkesboro Baptist Church.
Little and his wife, Linda, have

three children.
The public is invited to attend

Nursery service will be provided.
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'Antioch 8'1ptist Will Hold
Here's Hepe Services In May
Antioch Baptist Chfirkr1 route

2, 'l'aytursv:iHe;-wi1r 0 Its an-
nual spring revival beginning
May 2nd. The services will
follow the "Here's Hope" theme
which has been promoted by
Baptists across North Carolina.
On May 2, services will be

held at 11:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Services will continue through
May 7, at 7:30 p.m. each night.
A nursery will be provided.
Dr. Robert E. Gray will be the

guest minister. Dr. Gray is a
graduate of Mars Hill College,
East Tennessee State College;
and Southeastern Seminary at '
Wake Forest.
Dr. Gray earned his Doctor of

Ministry from Union Seminary
at Richmond. Dr. Gray served
N.C. Baptists from 1958 until
1979.
During that time he pastored

several churches in the state as
well as holding various Associa-
tion and convention respon-
sibilities.
At the present, Dr. Gray is

pastor of Temple Baptist
Church in Newport 'News,
Virginia. Dr. Gray is married
and has three children. .
Craig Little, a native of Alex-

ander County, will be guest
minister of music. Mr. Little is
a graduate of Lenoir Rhyne Col-
lege.
He also holds a Masters

Degree from Appalachian State
University. Mr. Little is
employed by the Wilkes County
School System and also is
minister of music at the
Wilkesboro Baptist Church.
Mr. Little is also Associa-

tional Music Director for the
Brushy Mountain Association.
He lives in Wilkesboro along
with his wife and three children.
The public ~ cordially invited

to attend. /1 .



? CLIPPING SERVICE
1115 HILLSBORO

RALEIGH. NC 27603
TEl. (919) 833.2079

NEWS
HICKORY, N. C.

TH

Rev.
Lambert

6ql Antioch Baptist plans
spring revival services
Antioch Baptist Church of

Taylorsville will have its annual
spring revival March 22-27with the
Rev. James Lambert and the Rev.
Loyd Landrum as visiting minis-
ters.
Services will begin at 11 a.m.

Sunday morning March 22and will
be conducted each evening at 7:30
p.m. A nursery will be provided.

Rev. Lambert was pastor of
Mills Home Baptist Church in
Thomasville from 1966to 1973and
has held several other pastorates
in North Carolina. At the moment
he is associate director of missions
with the Baptist State Convention.
Rev. Landrum will be visiting

minister of music. He is serving
that post in Macon, Georgia and
has served several churcheS
throughout the south.
The public is invited to all ser-

vices,.accordingto the Rev. Dennis}(
M. Spicey. .
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"Upon This Rock I Will Build My Church; And The

Gates Of Hell Shall Not Prevail Against It".-Matt. 116:18.
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Historical Sketch of Antioch Baptist Church

The beglnning of Antioch Baptist Church incorporates a
very strtking account of what was known as the "New Meet-
ing !House Baptist Ohurch" which Dr. 'W. iR. Paschal of Wake
Forest, in his history of North Carolina Baptist says, was the
oldest Baptist church in ,the State west of Salisbury. It was
located two miles east of Antioch Baptist church at what is
now known as the Munday Gravey,ard, on No. 127 State Figh-
way leading from Taylorsville to Hickory. From an account
given by W. E. White and the old records, it was organized
June 7. 1797 under the leadership of elders Edward Teague,
Benjamin Austin and Henry Holtsclaw. Edward Teague be-
came the first pastor and continued as such, until his death
in 1810. Here is a copy of the record of the organization:

"On June 7, 1797 at a meeting held at the New Meeting
House in Burke County, Middle lLittle River, a presbytery be-
ing called for, to constitute a church and ordain officers, and
found prepared the members names as follows: Edward
'!'eague, Benjamin Austin, Henry Holtsclaw, elders, and IWm.
Sherrill, and Nathan Austin ceacons." The following pastors
and deacons served this church: Edward Teague and Ben-
jamin Austin, pastors; Wm. Sherrill and Nathan Austin dea-
eons, Charter members are as follows: George Payne, George
Tlhompson, Jehu Barnes, James Oxford, Sarah Teague, Mary
Austin, Rebecca Austin, Elizabeth Thompson, Nancy Payne,
Rebecca Foster, Ruth Pressley, iEilender Dockery, T'abitha
Spradling Elijah Austin, Harry, (a negro), Lurana Barnes,
Mary Austin, Sr. 'Dhen one year later, February 28, 1798 on
the reverse side of the document in a (iflferent handwriting
was written: Richard Barnes, Elijah Austin, (dismissed by
letter about October 1, of the same year) and Mary Austin.

This church building was a log structure and served prac-
tically all of the people of this section of the country in those
p.oneer days as a meeting house for worship, for more than a
quarter of a century; when it was destroyed by fire, purport-
edly by the hand of man in 1,825.The house of worship was
never rebuilt on that site.

This church was the out growth of seed scattered from
the battle of Alamance by Governor Tryon's muskets. Ed-
ward Teague came from Orange County, North Carolina and
settled in this section, one mile west of Barrette Mountain.
He was born in 1720and died in 1810. He and his wife Sara.Jh
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Served lAs A Place Of Community Worship For

More Than Three Score Years

Erected 1875

OLD ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH
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are buried In the cemetery near where the New Meeting
House stood. George Payne,Jehu Barnes and probably Henry
Holtsclaw 'came rrom Grange County. James Oxford, Wm
Sherrill and a negro lHarJ'Y,were born near the Catawba
River and lived In what is now Caldwell ,County. The charter
members of the New Meeting House Baptist Chureh were once
prior to this probably members of the Old Sandy Creek Bap-
tist Church In Orange County.

There was some difference of opinion on the part of some
of the members as to the advisablhty of rebuilding on 'the old
site. Some who lived on the East side wanted to build a new
building further East and those living on the west side want-
ed to go further West with it. And it came to pass. on Satur-
day July 29, 182,6; one year after the New Meeting House was
burned that a presbytery consisting of ministers and deacons
from this and other nearby Baptist churches, Wm. Dodson,
Sr., wm Dodson, J-r., 'Wm Hines, Richard 'Wallace, John
Swaim, and Alexander West, met (it is not known just where,
but probably somewhere In what is now known as the 'Antioch
community) for the 'purpose of organizing a new church. The
brethern and sisters were found to be orthodox and a Bapt.ist;
church was organized and was given the name of Antioch
Baptist Church. The name Antioch was brought from a
church In Orange County. This church gradually absorbed
most of the members of the New Meeting House Church.
Some joined !Little River and other churches nearby.

Those becoming Charter members are as follows: Rachel
Brown, Mary Austin Sr., Sarah Teague Nancy Payne, Re-
beccah AustIn,Elender Dockery, Nathan 'Austin, and Benjamin
Austin. These and probably some others were charter mem-
bers who came from the New Meeting House Baptist Church.
William Dodson, Sr., became the first pastor of this church.
The following are the names of the pastors, deacons, clerks
and trustees, who served the church for the first fifty years
from 1826 to 1876:
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Pastors:
William Dodson, Sr. July 1826 to 1830
William Richard and J. F. McCall April 1830 to 1832
William Richards August 1832 to 1835
William D. Holder June 1835 to 1847
William Goforth May 1847 to 1848
iR. L. ,Steele & J. H. West April 1848 to lo851
Jas. Reed and William Poole January 1851 to 1853
George Swaim May 1853 to 1854
Huston IHoltsclaw June 1854 to 1855
Huston Holsclaw & Geo. Swaim December 1:855 to 1858
Geo. Swaim and Daniel Austin April 1858 to 1859
J. B. Powell and Daniel Austin May 1859 to 1832
Jacob Crouch December 1862 to 1868
William Poole and D. B. Brown January 1868 to 1870
ISmith Ferguson February 1870 to 1:871.
C. C. Poole November 1871 to 1875
G. D. Sherrill August 187'5 to 1876

Deacons:
It is not certain but in all probability Nathan Austin and

William Sherrill served as deacons for the first few years and
at some later date not given the names of EIlijah Teague
(Drummer Teague), Pickens Austin, and J. C. Cal.iwell occur.

Trustees:
Merritt Austin, and Daniel Austin

Clerks:
Benjamin Austin, Christian ~aker, James Reed, Robert

H. Teague, Henry M. Julian, W. S. Poole, Henry M. Julian,
R. W. Munday, and S. P. Austin.

The supposition is very strongly substantiated that a
house of worship was not built; until after the organization
in 182,6, the brethern made plans to build a house of worship.
The site selected and decided upon was the site on which the
present frame building nnw stan.is. The plan was a log struc-
ture, there Ibeing in those days good native heart pine wibh
which to build. The building was large enough and high
enough for a gallery with entrance by stairs on the inside.
(The gallery was built more especially for colored people in
those days.) William White Sr., hewed the logs with which
the building was erected. The front door was on the east side
of the building facing the old Lovelady road leading from
Morganton to Statesville. The house was probably lighted
w1th tallow candles,
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u'\.longwith this 'church building they erected a brush
arbor for more 'comfort and convenience during ,the warm
weather seasons. Here is a description given by R. S. Austin
as to how they lighted the brush arbor:"

"They built a scaffold about square with forked stakes
and placed poles on top or it very close together and then
patted dirt on top of the poles. Then they built a pine knot
fire on top of it to furnish light for the services at night.
They used a tallow candle on the pulpit and straw on the
ground. They built about four such scaffolds to give suffi-
cient light.

Tihe first minister ordained by this church was James
Reed. He was ordained in the old log house the first Satur-
day in october 184!9and bacame pastor of the church in 1851.
It is a matter of trar.Itdon that William Dodson Sr., preached
the first .serrnon in the old log building.

In the year 1871William Austin entered a tract of land
around and near what is now Antioch Baptist church. Then
in 1852 Nathan Austin, the youngest son of William Austin,
deeded to the trustees of Anitoch Baptist church Merritt
Austin and r>aniel Austin and their successors, five acres of
wooded land surroun':'ing Antioch church build.ng. From the
wording of the deed it is evident that the land was purchased
before the house was built. The price paid for the land was
twenty-dollars. Since then the church has acquired by do-
nation and purchase about five acres more, making a total of
about ten acres that the church now owns.

In the year 1875 several of the leading members of the
church considered a log building church as antiquated and
that more room for the congregation was necessary, and they
deci.Ied to build a frame building. They went into the woods
and cut logs and hauled them to an old upright sawmill run
by water, at the Lige Reed Mill place, had the lumber sawed
and c:ressed it by hand. The old log building was then torn
down and sold to E. C. Oxford for fifteen dollars. The new
building was built on the same site. This building was built
by and under the direction of Pinkney Killian. It was a one
room auditorium 45 by '30 feet, with a seating capacity of
about 250 people. It had two. doors in the front facing the
north, three large windows on each side and two smaller win-
nows back of the pulpit. It also had a belfry on the top of the
building near the front with a bell bought by the church.
'Ihis building was lighted with oil lamps until recently an

-7-



Historical Sk!etch of Antioch Baptist Church

electric lighting system was installed.
,During the pastorate of J.L. Teague a committee consisting

of G. C. Teague and Roy Munday together with the deacons
were appointed to raise money to recover the church build-
ing. The money was raised and the old shingle roof was re-
placed with an alsphalt roof July 15, 16, 1929.

There is no exact date grven but as nearly as can be de-
termined from the church records, the first service in this
frame building wason Saturday May 4, 1876. In this minute
is given the first mention of any Sunday School being organ-
ized. Brethern John Munday and W..E. White were appoint-
ed superintendents, and Moses A. Teague was appointed as-
sistant supermtent.ent. Brother W. E. White was appointed
treasurer of the Sunday School and they were to have special
music in connection with the Sunday School. As the congre-
gations grew larger for the summer services they deemed it
necessary to build a larger arbor for warm weather services.
Plans were made and they built a frame arbor 80 by 101)feet
which would seat approximately one thousand people. It had
four entrances and the seats were made by roll:ng logs in
place and laying planks across them. The pulpit was about
eight feet square ani four feet high, boxed up on the sides
and rear, with a broad plank across the front for a pulpit
desk. The pulpit was on the north side of the arbor. In 1934
the old arbor was sold to E. P. Keller for $5.50 and was torn
down and moved away. The arbor stood on the same site
where the new stone building now stands.

An tioch Baptist church has belonged to the following as-
sociations: Briar Creek, Catawba, Lewis Fork, Brushy Moun-
tain and Alexander. 'I1heAlexander Association has met with
this church three different Umes, first in 1888, 1905 and in
1926 which marked the one hundredth anniversary of the
church.
During these long years this church has sent out a num-

ber of ministers to proclaim the gospel and to carry the good
news of salvation to the hearts of men and women rar and
near. During the time of the old frame bullding rrom l,IJ7I6to
1941, a period of 65 years, this church has Itcensed and or-
dained the following brethern: O. A. Keller, J. U. Teague, R.
e. Cline, 'L.W. Teague, B. F. {Austin,G. C. Teague, E. C. Keller,
C. W. Teague, Jack Keller, Luther Hollar. Charlie Sigmon
was the first one to go out from the community during this
period but was not ordained by the church. Following is the
list of pastors serving the church during this period of 65
years:
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W. T. Davis Mal': 1876 to July 1876
Wm Poole and J. B. Poole July 1876 to June 1879
[,. P. Gwaltney January 1879 to September 1879
J. B. Powell ,September 1879 to August 1880
L. P. Gwaltney August 1880 to November 1882
W. A. Poole November 1882 to January 1885
L. P. Gwaltney January 1885 to August 1885
J. ~. Poole August 1885 to October 1885
H. D. LeQueux October 1885 to August 1886
L. P. Gwaltney August 1886 to 1889
D. W. Poole 1889_ tQ 18!f3 •
J. M. Shaver 1893 to 19iJ3
G. Z. Bumg,arner 1913 to 19'16
D. W. Poole 1916 to 1921
W. J. Bumgarner 1921 to 19,26
T. E. Payne 1926 to 1'928
J. L. Teague January 1'928 to 1933
G. C. Teague January 1933 to 1941
S. A. stroup (present pastor) April 1941.

-neacons who have served from 1876 to 1941 are as fol-
lows: Elijah Teague, Drummer Teague, J. C. Caldwell, Pick-
ens ,Austin, W. E. White, R. L. Downs, R. S. Austin, Geo. Reid,
W. N. Montgomery, Willie Montgomery, Oscar Poole, W. O.
Bowman, H. iB. Oxford, IW. A. Hollar, V. W. Teague, W. J.
Caldwell, A. C. Cline, Clarence [Keller, R. A. Little, W. E. Hol-
lar, Willard iBenfielJ, Jay Hollar, Charie Austin, John Teague,
O. E. Teague.

1C1erkssewing from 1876 to 1941 are as 'follows: S. P.
Austin, IW.E. White, J. F. Moore, R. S. Austin, W. O. Bowman,
R. L. Downs, Vance 'W.Teague, Warren Hollar, W. R. Austin.

Present officers of the church are as follows:
Pastor: S. A. Stroup.
Deacons: iR. S. :Austin, Willard Benfield, O. E. Teague,

John Fox, John Teague, Jay Hollar, Charlie Austin.

Clerk: V. W. Teague.
Treasurer: Earl Cline
Trustees: John Fox, Willard Benfield, John Teague.
Sl,mday School Superintendent: W. R. lAustin.
Pianist: Mrs. Carris Austin.

The present enrollment of church membership 343.

The church adopted the weekly budget plan and the
average amount' raised weekly ~OO.
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This church has made slow but steady progress during
all its long life of one hundred and fifteen years. Much of
the work done in its early 'beginning wasjxoneer work, and
those who Ied in those days were truly pioneers of the old
faith.

This church has the distinguished honor of having as its
pastor at four different times one of the greatest preachers
this country has yet produced; the <Reverend L. P. Gwaltney.
-It is to be observed however, that he did not serve the church
long at a time. The only reason that may be assigned is;
perhaps the people then as now, failed to recognize and ap-
preciate what they had untdl it was too late. Reverend J. M.
Shaver has the honor of serving the church as pastor longer
than any other man, from 18,93 to 1913. During thts time
the church made greater progress and was in a higher state
of spiritual development than at any other period of its for-
mer ,history. u\.s an evidence of this spiritual growth during
this period, seven 0.1' eight young men surrendered to the call
of the gospel ministry an were sent out by this church to
preach the gospel. ,)thers went out to be teachers and re-
ligious leaders. This church ha , throughout all its history
prior to 19'2.8held to the old custom of having services on
,Saturday and Sunday once a month. The roll of the church
was usually called on Saturday and every member was expect-
ed to be there unless providentally hindered, to answer to his
name. It was the custom too, in those days to withdraw
fellowship from all disorderly members. This custom of calling
the roll was done away with long before the Saturday meet-
ings were discontinued. W. E. White served as Superintendent
of the Sunday School for about thirty years and was recogniz-
ed as the most outstanding Ieader in the church and com-
munity in his day.
Reverend J. L. Teague came to the pastorate of the church

in W218. At that time the church promised to raise $250.00
per year tor pastor's salary, and was aided by the State Mis-
sion Board with a similar amount. (This was the first and
only time the church ever received aid from the state Mis-
sion Board.) The Saturday meetings were discontdnued and
the church went to two ISunday mornings a month. Brother
Teague served as pastor for four years. This period might be
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spoken of as a period of constructive work during which time
the foundation was laid for further development and growth.
And then on the fourth Sunday in January 1933 Reverend G.
C. Teague was called as pastor, and served until the last Sun-
day in February 11941, a period of eight years. 'I1he time of
the services was changed from morning to afternoon twice
a month. The progress during this' period was slow at first,
but after a year or so, with the interest manifested upon the
part of the rising generation and leaders of the church a
sentiment began to develop for a more modern and adequate
church plant. In 1936 some efforts were made on the part
or the church toward a new building but without success.
'I1hen for about two years due to some misunderstandings and
contentions on the part of some, both within and without
the church, over the new building program, it went through,
penhaps one of the most trying 'and preplexing periods in the
history of the church.

In 19'37 a building and finance committee were elected by
the church consisting of: Building· Committee: R. S. Austin
oeorge iR'eed, J. A. Cline, Vance W. Taegue, and Willard Ben-
field. Finance Committee: W. R. Austin, Chairman, Willard
iBenfield, R. A. L,ittle, Vance W. Teague, 11\" V. Teague, John
Teague, Earl Cline, Mrs. Earl Cline, Mrs. V. W. Teague, W. J.
Caldwell, Elisha Hollar, O. E. Teague, WoodrOow Austin,
Dorothy Cline, Estelle Teague, together with G. G. Teague,
pastor general director and supervisor of the building pro-.
gram.

The building committee was instructed to. work out
plans for a new church building, to. select a building site and
decide on the kind of material to. be used. (Sometime later
R. A. Little, was elected to take the place of J. A. Cline, deceas-
ed). He was also selected as carpenter foreman and asked
by the committee to assist the pastor in working out the
plans and supervising the building. tAfter due consideration
a report was made to the church by R. A. Little and the' pas-
tor upon the part of the committee, concerning plans for a
new building .. The report was accepted and the committee
was instructed by the church to proceed with the plan. The
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THIS NEW MODE,RN 'OHURCH BUILT FROM NATIVE
STONE', HAS LARGE SUNDAY SOHOOL DEPARTMENT

NEW ANTIOCH-(Unfinished)

This new building is of stone veneer. The auditorium is
36x56, with four windows on each side, double front door of
gothic design, and front porch. A baptistry was placed back
of the pulpit. A three-story Sunday School Department
25x56 adjoining the auditorium, providing space for about
twenty class rooms.
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plan called for a stone veneer building with an auditorium 56
by 36 feet, with four windows on each side and a double door
in front with gothic designs, a front porch with two or more
columns with bell tower and steeple on top of building, a
baptistry back of the pulpit together with a three story Sun-
day School plant 56 by ,25 feet, providing space ror twenty or
more class rooms. This is to be built on the site where the old
arbor stood. The plan further called for a"pay as you go
basis". The committee then made plans to begin work and
during the years of 19,38, '39, '40 and '41 the most significant
building program of the church's history got under way in
earnest, and on September 5, 1938, the pastor and a group of

I members met to break ground and begin the first days work
on the new building. (Some timber had been cut on the
church grounds prior to this) The excavating and founda-
tion work was done at intervals by the members of the
church. Then on Mont.ay morning July 10, 11939, the pastor,
G. C. Teague with twenty-five or more members met to begin
the rirst day's mason work on the building. The rock masons
were J. H. Winkler, Bill and Earl £'vans. The rock used in
the erection of the building came in the main from the farm
of Garland White, and other places in the nearby community.
The only cost of the rock was eighty cents per yard paid to
Charlie Hand for hauling them. Cicero Echerd was employed
to supervise the framing of the building. The most of the
lumber that was used in the building was cut from the
grounds of the church. Some was furnished by members and
friends of the church. T. G. Teague, Frank Downs, Willie
Austin and others not members gave timber for frame work.
Many of the former members and friends of the church gave
donations to the building fund. Wilkie Bowman of Hickory
a former member, raised the money with which to buy the
roof, Rev. B. F. Austin gave a beautiful set of light fixtures,
for the auditorium. There are others, who with a profound
interest in the church and its success, have played a great
r art in this new movement. Wayne Austin, the progressive
and energetic Sunday School Superintendent and financial
chairman; Ralph Little the carpenter foreman. Ray Hollar
(decease -), J. A. Cline (deceased), R. S. Austin, A. V. Teague,
G-eorgeReed, and many others whose names we cannot men-
t.on for lack of space. Jay Hollar led in a weekly prayer
meeting durng this building program which was one of the
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outstanding feature of it. The .fine spirit of fellowship and
cooperation upon the part of the present membership was
another very important factor in the program, They all, by
faith and by God's help and direction, built the house.

When the pastor resigned the second Sunday in March
1'941 the treasurer reported all bills paid in full. The amount
of money spent on the building up to' that time was, around
1$1500.00. During this building enterprise the ChUTChhas ex-
perienced perhaps the greatest period of financial and
spiritual progress in the history of the church. In the sum-
mer of 1939 the church had, with possibly oneexceptlon, its
greatest revival, when forty-eight were baptized into the
fellowship of the church, and tive joined by letter.

Brother Teague led the church to realize and see its
strength and possibiltties and left it with a desire to reach
outward, upward and onward. He resigned on the second
Sunday in March 1941, eflfective the fifth Sunday of that
same month, to accept a call to the First Baptist church of
Sylva, N. G., at which time the church called S. A. stroup of
Granite Falls as pastor. On the Second Sunday in April 1941
he accepted the call and began his work. He led the church
in the completion of the new auditorium. One thousand dol-
lars was borrowed from the Building and Loan at Taylorsville
with which to do it. The amount spent on the building up to
the time of the first service held in it was about twenty-five
hundred dollars. They continued holding services in the old
building until August 10', 1941, when they met in it for the last
service. The pastor used as his text that day Matt. 5:3. (A
copy of the program of the last service in the old building
will be on file of the church records.) I

Then on August i7, 1941 the church met for the first ser-
vice in the mew auditorium. Approximately one thousand
people, members, former members and friends of the church
came together for this service. Reverned G. C. Teague, the
former pastor was invited back to preach the first sermon.
His text was in Matt. 16:18 and Matt. 28:19-20; his subject
was "Antioch IBaptist Church and its Missions". (A copy of
this sermon is being placed on file of the 'church recorc's.)
Following the sermon an offering was taken which amounted
to about two hundred dollars. ,Abountiful and delicious din-
ner was then enjoyed by everyone present. The afternoon
service consisted of special music by Claude Hollar 'and his
children, short talks by the pastor, former pastors, and mem-
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bers and friends of the church, J. M. Shaver, J. L. Teague,
B. B. Austin, A. C. Payne, M. A. Mackie and C. E. Echerd.
This Homecoming Day was followed with a revival meeting,
and Rev. J. U. Teague of Henderson, N. C., a former member
and one of the first preachers to be sent out by the church,
was invited to do the preaching. The meeting resulted in
the addition of sixteen by baptism and a spiritual uplift to
the church and community.

It may truthfully be said that Antioch Baptist church has
been as a city set upon a hill, an:: that her light cannot be
hid. The half has not been told concerning the work of this
church during the past 115 years of its existence, but enough
has been told to reveal the fact that it is one of the churches
that Jesus built. (Matt. 16:18, "Upon this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."

This last thought I would like to leave with you-Do not
throw this little book around and allow it to get destroyed.
It will be very helpful some day; so take care of it and hand
it (own to those who are to follow us.
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ROOF FALLS IN--Workmen had just left the new addition project at Antioch
Baptist-Church last Thursday when the rafters toppled in, bringing about 12to 15
percent of the block work down too. Cause of the cave-in had not been officially
determined but strong winds Thursday are thought to have been the cause. The
rafters had just been set at about 9:30 a.m. and they toppled in at about 12:15
p.m. while the work crew were on dinner break nearby. The upper picture show
a part of the collapsed rafters and the bottom picture shows where some of the
materials have fallen through to the bottom floor including a section of blocks.
Wormen were cleaning the area up this week and were to resume work. The
$435,000addition began at the church last fall.
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~~'AntiochBaptist Offeringf4lj
,

:,"LivingChris'fmas' Drama
A "Living Christmas" will be

presented Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day at Antioch Baptist Church on Rt.
2, Taylorsville. More than 100people
will be involved in scenes at 10 sites
in and around the church.
Visitors may meet in the sanctuary

anytime between 6and 8:30p.m. Tour
groups of approximately 40 people
will be led by a guide every 15
minutes. Itwill take about 30minutes.
for guides and visitors to view the
scenes.
The scenes include events preced-

ing the birth of Christ, such all
Isaiah's prophecy, Gabriel talking to
Mary, ~ary visiting Elizabeth and
Gabriel appearing to Joseph.

f
Other scenes will be of the

travelers to Bethlehem, the town of
Bethlehem (J~seph and Mary, no
room at the im,1),the hillside outside
Bethlehem where shepherds and an
angelic choir can be seen, the Nativi-
ty, the Wise Men, an old-fashioned
Christmas, singing Christmas tree,

and Santa and his workshop.
In the event of bad weather, the

performances will be Dec. ~7and 18.,
A nursery will be provided and

wheelchairs are available to the
handicapped. . .
Dennis M. Spivey, pastor, invites

the public to attend.

Nativity Scenes Planned
Faith Baptist Church on Sandy

Ridge Road will present a living
Nativity Dec. 17-19at8p.m., with two
consecutive performances on Satur-
day.

The scene includes portrayals of
Jesus, Mary, Joseph and more th~n 20
angels. Performances will be given
regardless of the weather and may be
viewed from automobiles.
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REV. JAMES LAMBERT
Visiting Evangelist

I '

J. LOYD LANDRUM
Minister Of Music

Antioch Church
To Hold Spring Revival
Aritioch Baptist Church

on Rt. 2."'raylorsville wiII
have its annual spring
revival March 22-27 be-
ginning with Sunday morn-
ing service at 11 am and
nightly services at 7:30 pm.

The visiting evangelist
will be Rev. James •
bert. who is a graduate of
Wake Forest College and
Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. He was
pastor of Mills Home
Baptist Church in Thom-
asville from 1966 to 1973.
Prior to that he held a
number of other pastorates
in North Carolina. At the
present time he is Asso-
ciate Director of Missions
with the Baptist State
Convention of North Caro-
lina. He and his wife. Betty
Jo, live in Boone and they
have two sons.

Loyd Landrum will be
visiting minister of music.
He is a graduate of the
University of Georgia and
Southern Baptist Seminary.
He has served several
churches throughout the
South and is now serving as
Minister of Music at
Vineville Baptist Church in
Macon, GA. His wife, Mary
is a public school teacher
and they have three' child-

reno
The \,ublic is invited to

the revival services and a
nursery will be provided.



Statesville Record & Landmark March 15 1980

Antioch Baptist Plans
Special Revival Series
Antioch Baptist Church, route 2,

Taylorsville, \'1m" hold its annual
spring revival services during
March 23-26,with services at 11a.m.
on Sunday and 7p.m. nightly.
The visiting evangelist will be

Rev. Bill Leary, a graduate of South-
eastern Seminary and the School of
Pastoral Care of Baptist Hospital.
Mr. Leary has held several

pastorates in North Carolina and is
presently the pastor of New Hope
Baptist Church at Wilson. His wife,
Mag, is a registered nurse and they
have four children.
Loyd Landrum will be the visiting

minister of music. Landrum is a

graduate of the University of .Geor-
gia and Southern Baptist Seminary.
He has served several churches

throughout the South and is cur-
rently minister of music at Vineville
Baptist Church in Macon, Ga. His
wife, Mary, is a public school
teacher and they have three
children.
Rev. Dennis Spivey, pastor of An-

tioch Baptist, and members of the
congregation extend an invitation to
the public to attend the special ser-
vices. A nursery will be provided.



Antioch 8a tist
Revival Speaker
Rev. Aubrey Folk, pastor of

Penelope Baptist Church in
Hickory, will be the visiting
evangelist at revival. services
beginning Sunday, April 3,
through Friday, April 8, at
Antioch Baptist Church.
Services will begin at 7:30

p.m. each evening, and a
nursery will be provided. Ed
Toney, Minister of Music at the
First Baptist Church in Granite
Falls, will be the guest music
director.
A native of North Augusta,

S.C., Rev. Folk is a graduate of
the University of South Carolina
and Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary.
The public is invited to attend •

these services by the pastor,
Rev. Ronald Rowe.

Sylv'; Herald
Tabor City Tribune
Taylorsvilie Times
I roy: Montgomery Heriild
Valdese News
Wadesboro: Anson Record
Wadesboro: Messenger 8.

Intell igencer
Wake Forest: Wake Weekly



Antioch Baptist
Revival Services
Set April 25-2
Revival services will begin at

Antioch Baptist Church on
Wednesday, April 25th and
continue thru Sunday, April 29th
with services set for 7:30 p.m.
each night.
Rev. Fred High of New River

Baptist Church in Jacksonville,
N.C. will be the guest evangelist
for the services. Ed Toney will
be the guest minister of music.

Troy: ~ntgomeryHerald
Valdese News
Wadesboro: Anson Record
Wadesboro: Messenger &

Intelligencer

w~PRrlsw,s1leklY
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Baptist Men Planning
'Auction For Action'
TAYLORSVILLE - The Baptist

Men of Antioch . t Church are
sponsoring a second "Auction for Ac-
tion" at 6:30 p.m, Saturday in the
church fellowship hall.
Items offered include a handmade

Christmas wreath, small homemade
pillows, comforter and sheet set,
handmade cap, two antique pictures,
handcrafts, rod and reel, bicycle,
canned goods, pound cake, $25 gift
certificate for perm, set of throw
pillows, single bed and mattress,
walking sticks, guitar, antique lawn
mower and dried fruit.
Beginning at 6p.m. the ladies of the

church will sell hot dogs, drinks and
other food items.
The purpose of the auction is to

raise money for various mission
causes. The public is invited to at-
tend.



tioch Church
bserves 150th Anniversary

The Antioch Baptist ~urchChurch, w~l be presented in ing items relating to the
Dudley ~oals will hold the ~mp~lt~eatre at the history of the church will be

'1'1.. __ <"I,5,_Oth.Anmversary. C~le- church s picmc area. 'open all day. At 7:30 pm, the
this month beginning Sunday, July 18, at 11 am musical "I LoveA ." will

. Sunday ~t 11 am with Ed Robert Winecoff will '~e be presented by ::::~':oir.
~ce speaking and S~nday speaker and every~ne IS Evervone in the area is
night at 7:15 an old fashioned encouraged to wear Bicenten- _ '
hymn singing willbe held and nial clothing and at 8:30 pm cordially invited to attend
lamps will be used instead of the outdoor drama will be these "As YouWere" days at
lights in the church. presented again. the Antioch Baptist Church.
Saturday. July 17at 8:30 pm The following Sunday, July ~t. 2, Taylorsville.The church

the "Passing of the Torch," an 25. at 11 am, James Lail will IS located about 4 miles past
outdoor drama depicting the speak and dinner willbe on the Dudley Shoals School on the

Antioch ground. A m'!seum, contain- Dudley Shoals Road.
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in the fellowship halL Refreshments
will be served.
A nursery for small children and

wheelchairs for the handicapped will
be provided.

In case of bad weather, infor-
mation regarding cancellation will
be announced by 4 p.m. on the
following radio stations: WKJK,
Granite Falls; WXRC, Hickory;
WFMX, Statesville; and WTLK, Tay-
lorsville.

TAYLORSVILLE - Antioch Bap-
tis Church invites the public to attend
"Living Christmas" Dec. 11-13 from
6 to 8:30 p.m.
The presentations will involve a

cast of more than 125 people, with
scenes in nine locations in and around
the church.
Visitors will gather in the sanc-

tuary anytime between 6 and 8:30
p.m. Tour groups, consisting of ap-
proximately 40 people led by a tour
guide, will leave about every 15
minutes. The outside tour will take
about 30 minutes. Warm clothing is
essentiaL
Groups will travel on foot to view

scenes preceding the birth of Christ;
Joseph's and Mary's experiences in
Bethlehem; activity outside Bethle-
hem (shepherds, angel choir); and the
Wise Men.
A singing Christmas tree and Santa

and his workshop will be on display



a ti
Begins Expansion Project
Ground-breaking ceremonies

for a 9,358 square foot addition
to Antioch Japtist Church,
which is to cost $435,000,were
held Sunday during the morning
worship hour.
Robert Austin and John

Teague, members of the church
building committee, took turns
with the shovel, officially
marking the beginning
of the project.
The church pastor, the Rev.

Ronald Rowe, conducted a brief
ceremony at the site, with
members of the church
congregation participating,
lined in a wide circle around the
scene on the west side of the
church lawn.
Near the conclusion of the

ceremony, the pas tor and
congregation joined in stating,

"We now, the people of Antioch
Baptist Church, grateful for our
heritage, aware of the
sacrifices of our fathers,
confessing that our labor must
be crowned by His guidance and
power, do dedicate ourselves
anew to the task to which God
has directed us ... "
There followed the singing the

hymn of dedication, entitled
"The Church's . One
Foundation. "
The seating capacity of the

new sanctuary will be 550with a
balcony containing 90 seats.
General contractor for the

new addition is Burke
Construction Company of
Morganton. Other contractors
include: Heating and Air
Conditioning-Parlier Heating
Co., Statesville; Plumbing--

-.-A.}phaPlumbing, Stony Point;
nd Electrical--Marshall

, Newton.
The exterior will be of native

to match the existing
tJUIJlUUI~:S. The building will also

an office sui te,
room, conference

and choir rehearsal
A bridal parlor and
and men's lounges will

the new, sanctuary
exisung building will be a
tyard with covered walks
a fountain flowing into a

garden pool. The existing
sanctuary will be converted into
a fellowship hall with
facilities and a stage area
drama.
Also included in the contrac

is an additional parking
which can also be used
basketball or tennis courts.
Architect for the project is J.

T. Pegram of Statesville and the
date of completion is set for
August 31, 1\177.
Members of the Antioch

Church Building Committee
include: Robert Austin,
chairman; Warren Keller, vice-
chairman; Blayne Hollar,
secretary, and Walter Austin,
Mrs. Ned Oliver, Mrs. Gary
Paige, and John Teague.
Members of the Building

Finance Committee are: Dewey
Austin, chairman; Mrs. Roy
Cline, secretary; and Walter
Austin Austin, Mrs. Phil
Bowman, Mrs. Paul Buff, Earl
Cline, Joey Hollar', and Mrs.
Earl Teague.





In New Sanctuary Sunday
The Antioch Baptist Church. in their new sanctuary. The

Rt. 2. Taylorsville. extends an morning worship will begin at .
invitation to you to worship
with them Sunday. Sept. 4. 11 am and the evening worship
which will be the first service service is at 7:15 pm.

Gatesville: Gates Co. Index
Graham: Alamartce News
Granl!' Falls press
Greensboro: Carolina Peacemaker
Grifton Times
Hamlet News
Havelock Progress
Hertford: Perqulmans Weekly
Hickory News
Highlands: Highlander
Hillsborough: News of Orange Co.
Jonesville: Yadkln Enterprise

SEP 11977
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• TAYLORSVILLE _ AntiOCh Baptist Church "Living@;i
Christmas": Antioch Baptist cnurcIifnvites tlie public to attend
"Living Christmas" Dec. 13-15froIll 6 to 8:30 p.m. daily. The
presentations will involve a cast of more than 125 people with
scenes in nine locations in and around the church.

v~sitors will meet in the sanctuarY an~time between 6 and 8:30
p.m. Tour groups consisting of approJ{l~ately 40 people led by a
tour guide will leave about everY 10minutes. The outside tour
w~ll take about 30 minutes. WarJ1lclo~hing is essential. Groups
will travel on foot to view the {olloWtngscenes:

1 _ Events preceding the birth of Christ: Isaiah's Prophecy;
Gabriel Talks to Mary' Mary Visits Elizabeth; Gabriel Appears
to Joseph. '
2 - Travelers to Bethlehem
3 - Downtown Bethlehem .4 _ Bethlehem: Jose h &' M rY -- NO Room at the Inn.
5 _ Hillside Outside ~ethl h aJ1l' Shepherds, Angel Choir.
6 _ Nativit~: Joseph and ~:rY: Shepherds and live animals.
7 - The Wise Men
8 - The Carolers .9 _ Santa and HisWork h R freshJ1lentsserved in fellowship
hall. sop. e

A.nursery for smallchi wheelc~airs for. handicapped
will be provided ~lchlldren and ea.ther, information regarding
the cancellation' w'lf~e of bad WedbY4 p.m. on the following
stations: WYC 1 e .announc. W){ltC, Hickory; WFMX,
Statesville and ~T~~mte FaU~ile The church is located off
N.C. 127North .' Taylors"~ it Church Road. Those com-
ing from Leno.Of ~lckory on Al1t1oCro)tiJ1lately12 miles east of
Lenoir on H rr s ould travel 'P.Pht at p.ntioch Church sign.

wy. 64/90 and rlg
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LOYD LANDRUM

Revival Services
Set At Antioch
Baptist Church
Rev. Bill Leary of Wilson,

N.G. will be the guest minister
for revival services to be held at
the Antioch Baptist Church,
route 2, Taylorsville, March
23-26.
Rev. Leary is pastor of the

New Hope Baptist Church in
Wilson. He will be assisted by
Loyd Landrum as guest
minister of music 'during the
revival. Landrum is from the
Vineville Baptist Church,
Macon, Georgia.
Revival services will begin at

Antioch on Sunday morning,
March 23,at 11:00a.m. Evening
services will be held through
Wednesday, March 26, beginn-
ing at 7:00 p.m. each evening.
A nursery will be provided

and everyone is invited to at-
tend these revival services. J I
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REV. ROBERT WINECOFF

Antioch Baptist
Homecoming
Antioch Baptist Church, located on

route 2, Taylorsville, has scheduled
Homecoming for July 29, 1984. On
that day, the church will celebrate its
158th Anniversary.
Sunday School will begin at 9:45

a.m. with a special High Attendance
Day emphasis. The attendance goal
is "One More Than Ever Before."
Dr. Robert Winecoff, pastor of An-

tioch from August, 1958 - July, 1966
will be the guest speaker at the 11: 00
worship service. He is presently
pastor of the East Baptist Church in
Gastonia.
A fellowship dinner will be held

after the service in the church
fellowship hall. Various
memorabilia provided by the senior
adults of the church will also be on
display. A video and slide presenta-
tion is being prepared for the after-
noon. Friends and former members
are invited to attend. IJ



TAYLORSVILLE - Rev.
~_ Spivey has been

namell pastor of the Antioch
Baptist Church on Rt. 2,
aylorsviile.
A native of Elizabeth City,

he has been serving as pastor
of Aenon Baptist Church in
Elm City in Wilson County.

H~ is a graduate of Chowan
High Sch09I, College of the
Albemarle, Atlantic Christian
College and Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary.

i His wife, Peggy, is a native of
Edenton.

She is a graduate of Chowan
High School and Carolina
':ollege of Commerce. The
ipivey's have two children,
:aren, 10 and Bryant, 8.
The Spiveys will move to the

F~'1urch field Monday, July 23,
Fr:ld his first service will be
~~Jnday, July 29.
Ga , . .....,. .. J:
Graham: Alain1ince 'N'8wii ,._,. ~".. ;,
Granite Falls Press

'Ii GfeenSbO-Po. Carolina Peacemaker
Grifton Times
Hamlet News
Havelock Progress
Hertford: Perqulmans Weeklv
Hickorv News
Highlands: Highlander
Hillsborough: News of Orange Co.
Jonesville: Yadkin Enterprise
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Anti6hh Living Christmas
planned for Dec. 10-12
It's become a tradition at ~ntioch

BalllisLCbllrch In Taylorsvil"Ds
well as one of the most popular holi-
day celebrations in the area.
On December 10, 11, and 12, An-

tioch Baptist Church will present the
16th Annual "Living Christmas."
"Living Christmas" will be

presented from 6 p.m. until B:30p.m.
on Friday, December 10, and from
5:30 p.m. untHB:30p.m. on Saturday,
December 11, and Sunday,
December 12.
The presentations will involve over

140 people with scenes in nine loca-
tions in and around the church.
"Those who have seen "Living

Christmas" over the past 15 years
have found it to be an inspirational
event. We believe that it will be even
greater this year," said Dr. Edward
R. Bolen, pastor.
Upon arriving, visitors should go to

the sanctuary and tour groups, con-
sisting of approximately 40 persons
led by a tour guide, will leave about
every 10 minutes. The outside tour
will take about 30 minutes. Warm
clothing is essential.
Groups will travel on foot to view

these scenes:
1. Events Preceding the Birth of

Christ - Isaiah's Prophecy; Gabriel
Talks to Mary; Mary Visits
Elizabeth; Gabriel Appears to
Joseph. '
II. Travelers to Bethlehem.
Ill. Downtown Bethlehem.
IV. Bethlehem: Joseph & Mary -

No Room at the Inn.
V. Hillside Outside Bethlehem:

Shepherds; Angel Choir.
VI. Nativity: Joseph & Mary,

Shepherds and Live Animals.
VII. The Wise Men.
VIII. Singing Christmas Tree and

Brass Ensemble.
IX. Santa and His Workshop

(Refreshments in the Felllowship
Hall).
A nursery for small children and

wheelchairs for the handicapped will
be provided. Those groups needing
additional assistance are encourag-
ed to call the church ahead of time so
arrangements can be made.
In case of bad weather, infroma-

tion regarding cancellation will be
announced by 4 p.m. on the following
radio stations: WTLK-Taylorsville;
WYCV-Granite Falls; WXRC-
Hickory; and WFMX-8tatesville.
Antioch is located off of Hwy. 127

on Antioch Church Road. Follow the
"Living Christmas" signs.



, June 16-20 - The church will hold its
• annual Vacation Bible School from

8:30 to 11:30 a.m. daily. Classes for
every age group, nursery through
youth, will be offered.
VBS activities will include Bible

study, recreation and refreshments.
All children and are welcome
and attend. The
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Baptist Men's Day
To Be Observed
At Antioch Baptist
Baptist Men's Day will be

observed at Antioch Baptist
Church, Taylorsville, on
February 20th. The speaker for
the 11:00 o'clock service will be
Stan Haywood.
Mr. Haywood is a pharmacist

from Asheboro, N.C. He and his
wife have two boys.
Stan Haywood is a graduate

of the University of North
Carolina, president of N.C. Bap-
tist Lay Witness Foundation,
and Mission Action coordinator
in Lay Witness revivals. He is a
member of The Cross Roads
Baptist Church, Asheboro, N.C.
An all men's choir will pre-

sent special music during the
11:00 o'clock service. The men
of Antioch Baptist Church, will
lead the evening service which
begins at 6:45 p.m.
The public is cordially invited

to attend these special Men's
Day activities. 1/



Edwin Price ~
AcceptsO~itr
Position
Edwin D. Price has accepted

a call as interim pastor at the
Antioch Baptist Church of
Taylorsville.
Price is a member of the

First Baptist Church of Lenoir
where he teaches the Men's
Baraca Class.
He is chairman of the

property committee, member
of the Sunday School extension
committee of Caldwell Baptist
Association and is currently
serving on the general board of
the North Carolina Baptist
State Convention.
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On Feb. 22 the ~Ir.mt
"Rick" W. Jordan resigned from his
posItIon as-Xssociate Pastor of
Viewmont Baptist Church, Hickory. ,
He has served there-for 12 years,

primarily responsible for the edu-
cation and youth minstries and the
pastoral ministries in the Senior
Pastor's absence. Viewmont has
been without a Senior Pastor since
the Rev. Dr. William R. Smith re-
signed in December of 1995.
Jordan's last Sunday at Viewmont
will be March 22.

While serving in Hickory, Jordan
has been very involved in com-
munity efforts. He has served as a
member of the Pastoral Advisory'
Committees for Catawba Memorial
Hospital and Frye Regional Medical
Center Frye as president of the
Hickory Ministerial Association and
the Hickory Area Ministers.
He was co-founder and president

of the Pregnancy Loss Support
Group and co-chair of the Faith
Community's Response to Poverty
Committee. '
'The Baptist State Convention of

North Carolina honored Jordan last
November with the inaugural
Thomas David Austin Award for
Ecumenical Service and Moral
Leadership in the Community. He is
currently a member of the Medical
Ethics Committee of Catawba Mem-'

: Rev. JORDAN
orial Hospital.

D~.Jordan wilt.become the pastor
of,AntinclLBhptist Church of
Taylorsville on April 1. Ar,l''nstil-
lation .servlce will be held on Sunday
morning, April ~; with the Rev. Dr.
Fred McGehee 4f the Baptist State
Convention bringing the morning
mellSag~. ,I! ,

Jordan's first Sunday in the pulpit
will be April 12. r

it
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Vi~wmontpastor leaves
f6i'AntiochBaptist post

Dr. Richard (Rick) W. Jordan
has resigned as associate pastor of
Viewmont Baptist Church to accept
the pastorate of Antioch Baptist
Church of Taylorsville.

Dr. Jordan has been at View-
mont 12 years, working in educa-
tion and youth ministries and the
pastoral ministries in the senior
pastor's absence. Dr. William R.
Smith resigned in December 1995.

Dr. Jordan's local activities have
included pastoral advisory commit-
tees for local hospitals, ministerial
organizations, Pregnancy Loss
Support Group and the Response
to Poverty Committee.

Last year he received the Tho-
mas David Austin Award for Ecu-

A

Richard
Jordan

menical Service and Moral Lead-
ership, given by the Baptist State
Convention.

He said_Antioch Baptist is plan-
ning an eauciihon building renova-
tion and a new fellowship center
and has plans for another full-time
minister.
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Rev. Rick Jordan accepts
pastorate at Antioch
On Sun!h\v, February 22, the

Reverend Doctor RIchard (Riok)
W. Jordan resigned his position
as Associate Pastor of Viewmont
Baptist Church. lliokory. He has
served there for 12 years, prima-
rily responsible for the educa-
tion and youth ministries and
the pastoral ministries in the
Senior Pastor's absence.
Viewmont has been without a
Senior Pastor since the Rev. Dr.
William R Smith resigned in
December, 1995. Jordan's last
Sunday at Viewmont will be
March 22.

While serving in lliokory,
Jordan has been very involved in
community efforts including
serving as a member of the
Pastoral Advisory Committees
of both Catawba and Frye hospi-
tals, as President of the llickory
Ministerial Association and the
llickory Area Ministers, as eo-
founder and president of the
Pregnancy Loss Support Group
and as co-chair of the Faith
Community's Response to
Poverty Committee. The Baptist
State Convention of North
Carolina honored Jordan last
November with the inaugural
Thomas David Austin Award for
Ecumenical Service and Moral
Leadership in the Community.
He is currently a member of the
Medical Ethics Conunittee of
ICatawba Memorial Hospital.

Dr. Jordan will become the
'pastor of ~_Bapt!!t
·Church of Taylorsville on
April 1. An instillation· service
will be held on Sun!h\v morning,
April 5, with the Rev. Dr. Fred
MoOehee of the Baptist State
Convention bringing the morn-
ing message. Dr. Jordan's first
Sun!h\v in the pulpit will be
April 12, Easter Sun!h\v morn-
ing. Inhis resignation sermon
last week, Jordan said, "Imet the
people ofAntioch on Valentine's
Day. I begin my job there on
April Fool's Day. I preach my
first sermon as a pastor on
Easter Sunday. Somehow, all of
UJose seem appropriate. Icould-
n't have planned it better
.I.T,__.JI.I.....-1_~ ""._L __ &.... __ ''1 , ...
U I. Ui:iU. U le;,U. nullo CM.I1IoU.cu..&J, Itaa VA.

t.b.ls is God's Uming., rvewanted
to be a pastor since I was a
young boy, but I never knew
when. or if, it would ever hap-
pen." His sermon, titled 'Stop
and Stan Service' focused on
three persons of faith (Abraham,
Jesus, Paul) who had stable, con-
tented lives and ministries, but
then left contentment for the
challenge of new ministries.

"There is no reason for me to
leave Viewmont, no pressure to
leave," Jordan commented later.
"As a matter of fact, this is an
exciting time to be a part of
Viewmont Baptist .Church.
We've just completed a major
renovation of the education
space, with plans for a dedica-
tion service on March 8. We
have a fantastic group of youth
to be with. The Search
Committee is settling in on a
candidate for Senior Pastor. In
many ways, this is the time to
stay. But the Lord has opened
the doors for me to go as pastor
ofAntioch. and I am delighted to
go through those doors."
InTaylorsville, the people of

Antioch Baptist Church are
excited about the open doors,
too. "We talked with other min-
isters before Dr. Jordan,"
Charles Teague, vice-chair of the
Senior Pastor Search Commit-
tee commented in a recent serv-
ice at Antioch, "but the doors,
for one reason or another, kept
closing. But with Dr. Jordan, the
doors kept staying open. I'm
confident that he is the man God
wants to have pastor Antioch."
Blayne Hollar,· chairperson of
the committee added, "All of our
committee meetings involved a
lot of prayer, with each person
praying at each meeting in their
own way for our process and for
God's direction to the right min-
ister. I believe God has answered I

our prayers." Antioch voted to
call Jordan at the end of its
morning worship service on
February 15. The previous
evening, Jordan was introduced
to the congregation as he
shared his testimOD¥ and his
call to the ministry. He then
took questions from the congre-
gation. "I felt very connected to
those people," Jordan says.
"They asked good questions and
I felt I could be open and honest
with them and be accepted by
them." Jordan laughed, "The I

only question I felt any tension
on was, 'Do you follow ACC
sports and, if so, is there a team
you pull for?' That was the

by answering 'Yes and yes.' "
What will be the biggest chal-

lenge for Jordan as he begins his
new ministry at Antioch? "They
have a lot going on. They are in
the planning stages for an edu-
cation building renovation and a
new fellowship center. They have
voted to call another full time
minister. They are reviewing
their Constitution and By-Laws.
But what has impressed me
is that they have been doing all
of this and more in the year-long.
interim they have had. The chal-
lenge may be just to catch up to
them. But what I look forward to
is just getting to know them, to
learn more about each other and
to love each other. Iwant to be
their pastor -to lead them in wor-
ship, to pray with them, 'to weep
with those who weep and
rejoice with those who rejoice'
as the Bible puts it. And Iwant
us to learn together how
to be disciples and missionaries
of Jesus Christ. That's who God
called the Church to be,
and I hope we can keep that
focus."
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"Living Christmas" to be presented
Dec. 9-11 by Antioch Baptist Church

Antioch Baptist Church
will present the 17th Annual
Living Christmas on December
9,10 &11.

Living Christmas will be
presented from 6 p.m. until
8:30 p.m. on Friday,
December 9, and from 5:30
p.m. until 8:30 p.m. on
Saturday, December 10, and
Sunday, December 11.

The presentations will
involve over 140 people with
scenes in nine location in and
around the church.

Those who have seen
Living Christmas over the
past 16 years have found it to
be an inspirational event. We
believe that it will be even
greater this year, said Dr.
Edward R. Bolen, pastor of
Antioch Baptist Church.

Upon arriving, visitors
should $0 to the sanctuary
and tour groups, consisting of
approximately 40 persons led
by a tour guide, will leave
about ever 10 minutes. The
outside tour will take about
30 minutes. Warm clothing is
essential.

Groups will travel on foot
to view these following
scenes:

I. Events Preceding the
Birth of Christ - Isaiah's
Prophecy; Gabriel Talks to
Mary; Mary Visits Elizabeth;
Gabriel Appears to Joseph.

II. Travelers to Bethlehem.
III. Downtown Bethlehem.
IV. Bethlehem: Joseph &

Mary -No Room at the Inn .:
V. Hills Outside Bethlehem:

Shepherds;AngelChoir.
VI. Nativity: Joseph &

Mary, Shepherds and Live
Animals.

VII. Singing Christmas
Tree and Brass Ensemble.

VIII. Santa and His
Workshop (Refreshments in
Fellowship Hall).

A nursery for small chil-
dren and wheelchairs for the
handicapped will be provid-
ed. Those groups needing
additiona.l assistance are
encoura,ged to call the church
ahead of time so a.rran e-
ments can be made. g

In case of bad weather,
information regarding cancel-
lation will be announced by 4
p.m. on the following
radio stations: WYCV-Granite
Falls; WXRC - Hickory; WFMX-
Statesville; WTLK -T8iYlorsville.

The church is located off of
Hwy. 127 on Antioch Church
Road. Follow the Living
Christmas signs.



History Of Antioch Baptist Church
Al~xander county Association.

In writinC the history of Antioch Baptist Church, of the
.AI'exander County Association, we think it would be entirely incom,-
plete without first giving a Drief sketch of a Baptist Church
known as New Meeting House , being the first Baptist church
organized within the bounds of what is now the Ale~nder County
Association, and located two miles east of the present site of
Antioch Church at a place now known as the Munday Graveyard on
No. 96 State Highway, since Antioch Church grew directly out of
it and is in reality a continuation of this same congregation

by fire
after the destructionAof the log building erected at that place.
This first c~urch was organized June 7, 1797 under the leadership
of Elder Edward Teague. The names of Benjamin Austin and
Henry Holtsclaw are also listed as elders in this organization.
We have very little history of this first church, except what
comes to us by tradition. It served this section of the country
in those pioneer days almost as the sole church of any denominatinn
for more than a quarter of a century, when the building was destrpyed
by fire in the year le25. The year following a new church was
organized two miles west under thr name of Antioch Baptist Church,
which gre.dually absorbed the membership of N,ewMeeting Hcuse, so
that the house of worship was never rebuilt there. For this
reason we feel that the history of New Meeting House is really
the history of the beginning of Antioch Church.

We give here a copy of the record of the organization of
New Meeting House:

1/ June 7, 1797 at a meeting held ai;;the New Meeting Housere ~et:ta.1"a.in Burke County, middle little river, a e&eetepy being called
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for to constitute a church and obtain officers and found prepaired

,Wm. Sherell
Nathun Auston

-~
~~ ,~ Sarah Teague

Elders \ .t.. Mary Austin dis mist
~~ Rebecca Austin

~ Elizabeth Tompson Excld
) Nancy pain '
) Deacons Rebecca Foster

Ruth Pressly
Elender Dockery
Tabitha Spradlin
Luranah Barns
Mary Auston Sen

the members names as follows:
Edwd. Teague )
Henry Holtsclaw(
Benjm. Auston )

George Pain
George Tompenn
Jehue Barnes
James Oxford
Elijah Austin
HGarry a Negro
Feb 2~ l79~

Excld.

Dis Mist by Letter
Deceased , II

~'cL.(On the reverseAof the document in a different handwrite)
II Richard Brown )

Elijah Austin ) Dis Mist by let-
Rachel Brown ) ter abought
Mary Austin ) october the first "

The above were taken fror.lthe minutes of the Alexander Oounty
Association of 1910 and is a copy of the record of organization
found among the papers of Benjamin Austin, later in the papers of
Frank Munday, but the original seems now to be lost.
(Oare was taken to preserve the spelling and capitalS found in tae

original) /J
/1'17 t i ()C11 C I,L( 1-<: J,

Here we may begin the history of the church at Antioch.
Antioch Baptist Ohurch,of the Alexander Oounty ASSOCiation,
is located about ten miles west of Taylorsville, Ellendale
Township, one half mile off the State Highway NO. 96 leading
from Taylorsville to Hickory, N. O.

This church was organized July 29, 1826, and although
it has already celebrated its 100th. anniveraa:ty, yet its years !:tee
as precious as they ever were, and atill ministers to the spirit-...
ual needs of a large rural section of Alexander and Oaldwel1
Counties.



History Antioch Baptist Church -....Alex. Asso.
The Presbptery for the constitution of This church con-

siated of ministers and deacons: William Dodson, Sr., William
Hines, Hicijard Wallace, William Dodson, Jr., John Swaim, and
Alexander West. The brethren and sisters were found orthodox
and were constituted into a Baptist Church called Antioch. The
church was organized with six males and seven females, and
Rev. William Dodson was first pastor. Following are a list of
the pastore with their dates as nearly as we can obtain:

I.-William Dodson, Pastorate
2 ...William Richards,and J. F. McCa,ll "
3.-William Richards,
4.-William D. Holder,
5.-William Goforth,
6.-R. L. Steel& J. H. West,
7.-James Reed & William Pool,
8.-George Swaim,
9.-H. Holsclaw,

10.-H. Holscl&w & George Swaim,
ll.-George Swaim & Daniel Austin,
12.-J. B. Powell & Daniel Austin,
13.-J. Crouch,
14.-William Pool & a. B. Brown,
15.-Smith Ferguson,
16 ....0. C. Pool,
17.-G. D. Sherrill,
1S.-William Pool & J. B. Pool

19.- L. P. Gwaltney,
20.-J. B. Powell,
21.-1. P. Gwaltney,

22.- W. A. Pool,
2~.-1. P. Gwaltney,
24 .....J. B. Poo I,
25.-H. D. 1equeux,
26.-L. P. Gwaltney,
27.-D. W. Pool,
28.-J. M. Shaver,
29.-G. Z. Bumgarner,
30.-D. W. Pool
31.~W. J. Bumgarner,
32.-T. E. Payne,
33.- J. L. Teague

"
"
"II
"""
It

"If
"It
"
"If
"I!
"
"
"I!
"
"
"I!
It

"It
"
"It

began July 1826.
" Sept 1830.
I! Aug., 1832.
It June, 1835.
" May, 184·7.
It April, 184e.
" Jan. 1851.
" May, 1853.
" June 1854.
" Dec. H~Ei5.
I! April 1858.
" May 1859.
" Dec. 1e62.
" Jan. 186e.
tt 1869.
" March H~·71•
" Aug. 1875.
" July 1876.
It Jan. 1979.
It Sept. 1(1)79
" Aug. 1880.
It Nov. lSe2.
" Jan. 1ee5.
" Aug. 1885.
" Oct. 1885.
" .Aug , Ieee.
" 1!89.
" 1893.

1913.
1916
1921.
1926.

Jan. 1929.

""""
"

From the above record it would appear that twenty eight
different men have served Antioch as pastor during this 104 years.
There appears to be 33 pastorates.
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History Antioch Baptist Church--Alex. Asso.
Antioch Church has bol'hged to the following associa.tions:

....

Brier Creek, Oatawba, Lewis Fork, Brushy Mountain and Alexander.

Following are a list of the clerks who have served this
church:

I.-Benjamin Austin
2.-0hristian Baker
3 .-~Tames Reed
4.-R. H. Teague
5.-H. M. Julian
6.-W. s. Pool %2~~~XHKM.
7.-H. M. Julian
8.-R. W. Munday
9.-S. P. Austin

10.-W. E. 'White
11.-J. F. Moore
l2.-R. S. Austin
13.-W. O. Bowman
14.R. L. Downs

15.-Vance W. Teague

1826-1839.
·1839-1847.
1847-1849.
H~49-1S53 •
1853-1855.
1e55-lS60.
1860-1871.
1871-1874.
1874-1879.
1t379--- ...

During these long years, "Slow measure yet full measure",
this church has sent out a number of ministers to proclaim the
gospel and carry the good news of salvation to the hearts of men.
The following ~rethren were ordained in this church:

1.-0. A. :Keller, Jonesboro, N. O.
2 ....J. U. Teague, Henderson, N. C.
3.-L. w. Tee,gue, Durham, N. C.
4 .....B. F. Auatin; Gastonia, N. C.
5.-E. C. Cline, Washington City, D. C.
6....G. C. Teague, Marshall, N. C.



November 1930.

.,.~.. .

History Antioch Bapti~t Church-~Aley.. Asso.

All these men are found in the field of active service at
this time. While some others were licensed by this church
they were ordained by other churches. We mention the names
of E. C. Keller and C. W. Teague. Also Chas. A. Sigmcn
of Indiana grew up in this community and was a member of this
church in his boyhood days.

It may truthfully be said that Antioch Baptist Church
has been as a city set upon a hill, and that her light cannot be
hid. Though many have been the times when things did not run
smaothly and the voice of criticism was sore yet the old bell
tomle to sound the gath~rlng of the Lord's people for worship
in a frame building erected about fifty years ago, being the
second house of worship erected at this place.

Jack Keller, Committee.
Taylorsville, N. C., R.#4.

Present
"
"

pastor-~ J. L. Teague, Hickory, N. C., R.#2.
Clerk Vance W. Teague, ,..a31l0rsville,N. C., R.#4.
Board of Deacons:

H. B. Oxford, Taylorsville, N. C., R.#4.
George Reid, uranite Falls, N. C.
Willard Benfield, Granite Falls, N. C.
Clarence Keller, l'a.ylorsvllle, N. C. , R.#4
R. S. Austin, " ""
William Montgomery," ""
Richard Jarvie, Bentley, N. C.



1826 Alexander ALEXANDER

1825
·1826 -Canst. 29 JI.

.> 1827 - AdmIt. to BRIER CREE~ t>-4 ~ ~
V 1828 - DISM from BRI ER CREEK . Jej,.v !t!MflAe.. I »..v A-"'f1", J..> (J'<,

~ 1829 - Admit. to CATAWBA RIVER.

v 1830

v 1831 -
v 1832

c> 1833 -
t/ 1834 -
v 1835 _

1836 - DJsm. from CATAWBA RI VER[?]????h.utZlr. ~

1837 - AdmIt. to LEWIS FORK(E)

1839 -
1840 -
1841 -
1842 -
1843 -
1844 -
1845 -
1846 -
1847 -
1848 -
1849 -

•



"

/"1850 -

t/ 1851 -

,r 1852 -

~ 1853 - Dism. from LEWIS FORK[E] to LOWER CREEK[E]
I

v 1854 - Cha rter member of LOWER CREEK[E]
c-: 1855

v 1856

V1857

.--
»>:

tV 1858 - LOWER CREEK met wi th-

VI 859 In LOWER CREEK([E], Combined and charter member of UNITED II[E]
v 1860 -

J1861

Ir 1862 - IJb~
JU- ~ 0'1" / IJ II " ~ IJ. ;.uJ!Q cf) IJMfel) :zr1?J 'v 1863 - Admit. tOI)LEWIS FBRK[E] 11~ ~ r I

1864 -

1865 -

1866 -

1867 -

1868 -

1869 -
I .

1870

1871 - Dism. to BRUSHY MT. ~~ ~a.OI... ~J
1872 - Charter member of BRUSHY MT.
1873 -

1874 -



ANTIOOH - 1826
;;eJl

1875 -

1876 -

1877 -

1878 -

1879 -

1880 -

1881

1882

1883 -

1884 -

1885 -

Alexander ALEXANDER •
1887-

1886 - ~~
~~ .

1887 - Charter member from BRUSHY MT.

~r~~. ~~/QVl888 -

1889 -

1890 -

1891 -

1892 -,
I 1893 -)
I
i, .

1894 -

1895 -

1896 - .

1897 -

1898 -

1899 -



ALEXAN DE:R
, 1887-

1900 -
1901 -
1902 -
1903 -
1904 -

(,/'1905-
1906 -
1907 -
1908 -
1909 -
1910 -
1911 -
1912 -
1913 -
1914 -
1915 -
1916 -
1917 -
1918 -
1919 -
1920 -

•1921 -
1922 -
1923 -
1924 -



1925 -

V1926-~~~ ~~I}

1927 -

1928 -

1929 -

1930 -

1931 -

1932 -

1933 -

1934 -

1935 -

1936 -

1937 -

1938 -

1939 -

1940 -

1941 -

0'942- ~~~

1943 -

1944 -

1945 -

1946 -

1947 -

1948 -

V1949- ~~~



18S7-. •

1950 -
1951 -
1952 -
1953 -
1954 -
1955 -
1956 -
1957 -

v<958 - ~ ~w.v'(f)
1959 -
1960 -
1961 -
1962 .:

vl963' -
1964 -
1965 -
1966 -
1967 -
1968 -

vf969 - ~~~C0 ~ }0
1970 _
1971 -
1972 -
1973 -
1974 -

"'



/,'

e

Ant\cc..h
1975- /'"'
1976- ~
1977- ~
1978- ~
1979- ~
1980- V
1981- /'
1982- ~
1983-/

1984- V
1985-~

1986-~

1987- ~
1988-/

1989- ~
1990- V
1991-
1992-
1993-
1994-
1995-
1996-
1997-
1998-
1999-

•
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1115 HILLSBORO
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f. ~Oj',15th Annual "Living ehristmas'
scheduled December 11,12, 13
Bringing the Christmas story to

life has become a tradition at An-
tioch Baptist Church and this yeai=1S
even more special because it marks
the 15th year for the "Living
Christmas. "
The presentations have become a

highlight of the Christmas season -
not only in Alexander County but
throughout the state.
According to organizers, the

record number of attendance was in
1990 with 3,000 people viewing the
presentations over the weekend
period and the "Living Christmas"
was only cancelled once due to bad
weather, back in 1989.
"Those who have seen "Living

Christmas" over the past 14 years
r--'

have found it to be an inspirational
event," said William T. Mills, In-
terim Pastor. "We believe that it will
be even greater this year."
, The "Living Christmas" presenta-
tions will be held on December 11, 12,
and 13, from 6 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
rughtly. The presentations will in-
volve a cast of over 125 people 'with
scenes in nine locations in and
around the church.
Upon arriving, visitors should go to

the sanctuary anytime between 6
p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Tour groups, con-
sisting of approximately 40 persons
led by a tour guide, will leave about
every ten minutes. The outside tour
will take about 30 minutes. Warm
clothing is essential.
Groups will travel on foot to view

these scenes ~
I. Events Preceding the Birth of

Christ - Isaiah's Prophecy; Gabriel
Talks to Mary; Mary Visits
Elizabeth; Gabriel Appears to
Joseph.
II. Travelers to Bethlehem.
III. Downtown Bethlehem.
IV. Bethlehem - Joseph and Mary,

No Room at the Inn.
V. Hillside Outside Bethlehem -

Shepherds; Angel Choir.
VI. Nativity - Joseph and Mary,

Shepherds and live animals.
VII. The Wise Men.
VIII. Old Fashion Carolers and

Brass Ensemble.
IX. Santa and His Workshop

(Refreshments in the Fellowship
Hall).
A nursery for small children and

wheelchairs for the handicapped will
be provided.
In case of bad weather, informa.

tion regarding cancellation will be
announced by 4 p.m. on the following
radio stations: WTLK - Taylorsville;

WXRC -
Statesville;
Falls.

PREPARATIONS FOR LIVING CHRISTMAS UNDER-
WAY - Members of Antioch Baptist Church have begun
preparing for the 15th Annual "Living Christmas." This
year's presentations will be presented on December 11, 12,
and ia Pictured are members Wayne Holland, Dewey
Austin, and David Rudisill, beginning to work on the sets.
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INFORMATION SERVICES

Antioch Baptist
plans Sunrise se ice

/' (;.,

AntiochBaptist'Cnurc ~an-
nounces the following sched-
ule for Easter events:
Sunrise Service (at the flag

pole) is at 7 a.m. Breakfast
will be served at the parson-
age at 7:45.Sunday School is
at 8:45with worship at 10a.m.
There will be no evening serv-
ices.
Everyone is invited to the

Easter Sunday services. Anti-
och Baptist Church is at 580
Antioch Church Road inTay-
lorsville.
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Mary Canrobert

175years
of divinity
at Antioch
Can you say centeseptequinary?
Members of Antioch Bapti$
Churshin Taylorsville are get-
ting used to pronouncing the co-
lossal word as they prepare for
the church's 175thanniversary in
July.

Antioch pastor Richard Jor-
dan and several members -
some of whom can trace their
ancestry to the church's original
members - are planning many
activities to celebrate.

While the public is invited to
attend all special events, it's
worth the drive to 580 Antioch
Church Road just to see the
church. It's a stunning stone
structure.

Here's an excerpt from Anti-
och's history, which is being
printed on fans that will be dis-
tributed: "On July 29, 1826,a
presbytery (a group of area
church leaders) was called for
the purpose of organizing a new
church. This mission was ac-
complished, and the church was
given the name Antioch Baptist
Church. It gradually absorbed
most of the members of the for-
mer New Meeting House (Bap-
tist Church)."

New Meeting House Baptist
Church, a log building, had been
organized in 1797and then de-
stroyed by fire in 1825.

The first Antioch also was
built oflogs. Inaddition to the
church, members erected a
brush arbor for outdoor summer
services. In1875,they decided to
update, so they tore down the
log building and sold the materi-
als for $15before building a
frame church that seated 250.

Later, members built a larger
frame arbor that seated 1,000. In
1934,the older arbor was tom
down and sold for $550. On that
spot in 1941,the congregation
built a new church of native
stone plucked from old chim-
neys and dug out of fields and
creeks "from Taylorsville all the
way to Boone," Jordan said.

A matching stone parsonage
was completed next to the sanc-
tuary in 1952.Today, it is vacant,
but the church plans to use it to
accommodate Baptist mission-
aries who are on furlough from
foreign lands. A stone educa-
tional building was built in 1955,
and the new stone sanctuary
was built in 1977.

Across the street from Anti-
och is the church's aged grave-
yard. Through the woods be-
hind the church, situated in a
grassy clearing, is an amphithe-
ater, built in 1974.Weather per-
mitting, July's evening services
and festivities will take place at
the amphitheater.

The following is Antioch's
July agenda. Fonner Antioch
pastors will conduct morning
services; former Antioch mem-
bers-turned-pastors will take
over on Sunday evenings.

July 1:Morning service - the
Rev. Dennis Spivey (at Antioch
from 1979to 1991).Evening ser-
vice - the Rev. Mark Hollar.
Nighttime festivities will include
a watermelon feast.

July 8:Morning service - the
Rev. Ron Rowe (at Antioch from
1972to 1978).Evening service-
the Rev. Nathaniel Austin. There
will also be an ice cream social
that evening.

July 15:Morning service - the
Rev. Edward Bolen (at Antioch
from 1993to 1997).Evening ser-
vice - the Rev. Dwight Austin. In
the evening, a cake bake contest
will take place followed by eat-
ing the cakes.

July 22:Morning service - the
Rev. Robert Winecoff (at Anti-
och from 1958to 1966).Evening
service - "Museum Day," a cele-
bration of the past, including a
display of memorabilia and old
photos.

Antioch's morning services
are at 11; evening services at 7.
For information, call the church,
(828) 632-2929.

Mary Canrobert's column appears
Wednesdays and Sundays.
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Bluegrass gospel
at Antioch Baptist
AntQnphst Church

will have a bluegrass 'gospel
concert and community pic-
nic Sunday, Sept. 7, at the am-
phitheater behind the
church.
The picnic will begin at 5

p.m. and will include ham-
burgers, hot dogs and home
made desserts. The concert
will be at 6 p.m. and will fea-
ture the Dollar Brothers of
Todd.
There will be no charge,

Everyone is invited to bring a
lawn chair and join in the
evening of fellowship.
For additional information,

contact the church office at
632·2929.The church is at 580
Antioch Church Road, Tay'
lorsville.
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Yard, bake sale
at Antioch S"ptist

:1 .l)" . .
A churchwMe yal"d and

sale and car wash will be
Apri126 at.hntioch Bap-

tJ.&Churcg,_TaYlorsvilIe. -
The event will be held from

7 a.m. to 1:30p.m. at the par-
sonage and parking lot.
Tenderloin biscuits will be

sold until 11 a.m. and ham-
burgers and hot dogs will be
served from 11 a.m. to 1:30
p.m,
All proceeds will benefit fu-

ture mission projects and the'
building fund.


