
Ashevi lie Korean - 1988 Runcorrtie 

1988 - Constituted Adnitted to Rl-"¥TfvRE 
under watchcare. 

1989 - Adni tted fully to Rl~E . 

• 



Buncombe Co. 

1975- 

1976- 

1977- 

1978- 

1979- 

1980- 

1981- 

1982- 

1983- 

1984- 

1985- 

1986- 

1987- 

1988- Constituted 

1989- t;~~ 
1990- 

1991- 

1992- 

1993- 

1994- 

1995- 

1996- 

1997- 

1998- 

1999- 

Admitted to BUNCOMBE under watchcare. 



/

CLIPPING SERVICE 
1115 HILLSBORO 

/J • RALEIGH, NC 27603 \i' TEL (919) 833-2079 

TIMES-NEWS 
HINDDIONVI~ N~ Ct 

As~1\Je Keivet\f\ 6L 
FEB e:·o 99 

Finding a place 
to call their own 
The Asheville Korean Church 
plans groundbreaking ceremony 
BY DENISE DEMAIO 
Time-News Staff Writer 

They moved too many times. 
Since the Asheville Korean 
Baptist Church was founded 

in 1987, the congregation has 
shared facilities with four sister 
churches. 

The church was started by the 
Rev. Thomas Kim at Naples Baptist 
Church, moved to South Asheville 
Baptist Church, worshiped at Bilt 
more Bapti t hurch for about 
eight years, and then moved to 
Asheville First Baptist Church. 

'Too much moving," said the 
Rev. Inhee Park, current pastor of 
the church. "It was hard to minis 
ter that way." 

Then in July 1998, after much 
prayer, the congregation pur 
chased a house at 481 North 
Rugby Road and converted the 
building into a worship facility. The 
first services were held in August. 

"Now there are too many people 
in too little space," said Park. "We 
need a new building." 

Another prayer has been 
answered. Groundbreaking cere 
monies will be held at 12:30 p.m. 
Sunday for a new 2,448 sq. ft. build 
ing which will house a sanctuary, 
baptistery, nursery and restroom 
facilities. The current building will 
become the fellowship hall, class 
rooms and meeting rooms. 

"It should be finished in mid 
May," said Park. 

The Asheville Korean Baptist 
Church draws its members prima 
rily from Henderson and Bun 
combe counties. The congregation 
at this point is comprised of some 
50 adults and about 10 children. 

''We have a few come from Mar- 

ion," said Park. ''We needed a more 
central location." 

Worship services are conducted 
in Korean. Sunday services begin 
with a Bible study at 10 a.m. fol 
lowed by a time of singing. Wor 
ship begins at about 10:45 a.m. 

"Sometimes later," said Park. 
'The singing and praising some 
times goes a little longer. We try to 
finish about noon." 

Luncheon is served after wor 
ship most Sundays, followed by 
mens and women's group meet 
ings, discipleship classes or other 
training courses in the afternoon. 
Other services at the church 
include Wednesday evening wor 
ship at 6:30 p.m.; Bible study at 7 
p.m. Saturday; and a special 
evening of prayer at 7:30 p.m. the 
first Thursday of each month. The 
church is also open at 5 a.m. every 
day for those who wish to come by 
and pray. 

The Rev. Inhee Park came to 
the United States from Seoul, 
South Korea, 22 years ago to look 
for a better life. 

"I was a Buddhist," said Park. "I 
began Bible study and studied and 
attended church for eight years. In 
1986 I became a born-again Christ 
ian. Why? Because Christian is 
true life. Buddhist is dead life." 

When Park first came to the 
United States, he lived in Madison, 
Wis., and attended school for two 
years. He then moved to Texas, 
Mississippi, New York and Con 
necticut, before finally coming to 
Western North Carolina in 1981. 

"I was looking at where is the 
better schools, the better jobs, the 
better life. This is the correct place 
for me," said Park. "I love this 
place. The only way I will leave is if 

PATRICK SULLIVAN/TIMES-NEWS 
Rev. lnhee Park talks with a reporter Tuesday at the Asheville Korean Baptist Church on ~orth 
Rugby Road. The congregation has outgrown its present facility and will hold groundbreaking cere 
monies for a new sanctuary at 12:30 p.m. Sunday at 481 North Rugby Road. 

God tells me to move." 
He began as an auto mechanic, 

then worked at Wilsonart for about 
10 years. He became pastor of 
Asheville Korean Baptist Church 
in 1994 and is now a full-time min 
ister. 

Most of the congregation are 
native Korean. Many lived in other 
states before coming to Western 
North Carolina to retire. The Kore 
an community is a growing pres 
ence in this area. 

"Maybe now with a new sanctu 
ary, more will come to our 
church," said Park. "It is important 
to have a church in our native lan 
guage. Not only so we can meet 
together, but also to learn about 
Jesus Christ. With ] esus we will 
make a life forever." 

Funding for the $150.000 build 
ing is mostly coming from tithes 
and offerings of the congregation. 
In addition to the cost of new build 
ing, there is also an outstanding 

loan on the current facility. Money 
for a parking lot will also be need 
ed. 

"We'll need about $300,000, 
total," said Park. 

Any donations would be wel 
comed. For more information or to 
make donations, contact Asheville 
Korean Baptist Church, 481 N. 
Rugby Road, Hendersonville, N.C. 
28791, 687-0173. Park can be 
reached at home at 692-6761 or by 
voice mail at 1-888-387-1479. 
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