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Out front 
Linwood Melton, chairman of the deacons of Aulander First 
Baptist Church, stands in front of the building being put up by 
the church congregation. (Photo by Thad White) > 

Members rebuilding church 
in Aulander from ground up 't 

By Thad White 
Staff Writer 
AULANDER - The church was 

nearing its lOOth anniversary. 
The 100-year-old sanctuary had 

been condemned. 
The church itself had only I 00 

members, who could not finance a 
building contract. 
The people of Aulander First 

Baptist Church didn't take long in 
deciding what to do. They acted. . 
They decided to tear down the 

building and build a new one them- " 
selves. The work began in 1992. 
Two years later the new structure 

is nearing completion with a dead 
line set for Sunday, Sept. 4, the 
church's IOOth anniversary celcbra- 

( ~ 
tion and the day the new building ts 
to be dedicated. 
"The best way - the only way 

- we could do it was to do it our; 
(See CffiJRCH, Page 3) 



Continuing the work Linwood Melton (left) and his brother, William and other members have been working to build 
Melton, work on the inside of the sanctuary at their new sanctuary from the ground up. (Photo 
the Aulander First Baptist Church. The Meltons by Thad White) 

Church 
(From Page 2) 

selves," said Linwood Melton, 
~hainnan of the board of deacons. 
Melton and his brother, William, 

who chairs the building committee, 
were involved since the project be- 
gan. 
"We had to separate the old build- 

ing from the fellowship hall we 
~>Uilt a couple of years ago," 
Melton said. "After we separated the 
building, we began tearing it 
llown." 
: The outside is completed, except 
for landscaping. Inside, carpeting, 
staining of wood fixtures and in 
stalling lights and pews must be 
finished. · 

Members have built the church 
from the ground up, including elec 
trical work and carpentry. 
"There's no way we could have 

done it except by doing it our 
selves," Melton said. 
The new building is larger than 

the one which housed the church for 
the first 100 years, and Melton and 
the congregation are looking for 
ward to seeing the pews filled. 

"We asked our pastor, the Rev. 
F.D. Williams, if he would fill up 
the church if we built it bigger and 
he said he would," Melton said. 
There seems little doubt in his 

mind that the new building will be 
ready for its dedication. 

"We built this place from the 
ground up, and we are going to do 
our best to have it ready in 
September," Melton said. 

The building has become more 
than just wood to the two brothers 
who have spent so much time 
working on it. 

"I enjoy it," Linwood said. "It's 
been an experience since we've 
never built a church from the 
ground up. Even though we're do 
ing it, I'm still proud of it." 

The church is located just off 
N.C. 11 at the caution light in 
Aulander. · 

·~ 


