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fBap~is~~;to,hpst .youth flight 
By Becky F~e.r. .'; ·:. _ ,. 
Staff Writer . . " · · 

A night of pizza, m~sic; friends 
and ministry will, bring together 
the county's youth tomorrow at 
Wingate University.' ., - . ·: ' 
The Union Baptist Association 

and Austin. Grove .Baptist Church 
have joined:"forces to offer Associ 
ation Youth Night starting at 6 
p.m. in Austin Auditorium. _ 

"We are hoping a lot of kids will 
come," said Pat Haigler. "All the 
youth in the county have been in 
vited whether Baptist or not. We 
are hoping to fill the auditorium." 
. · The pizza supper will start at 6 
p.m., followed by inspirational 

· speaker Byron Bledsoe and a pe~- 

More on religion · 
See Pages 6A-8A · 

formance by Da~scus Road. 
"It will 'be like 'a crusade," 

'Haigler said. ''This is the first 
time Bledsoe has spoken in Union 
County. He is a youth minister and 
has worked · with youth 
nationwide." 

Bledsoe is being brought to 
Union . County· by Austin Grove 
Baptist Church for its · weekend 

"crusade. After his speech, Damas 
cus Road, a music ministry team, 
will perform. ·- ;· . · · · · ·- ·· · · 

"We want it to be a night of 
Christian fellowship with friends ... -- . ' 

and other churches," Haigler said. 
"It is. for youth grades seven 
through twelve. They don't have 
to attend. the pizza supper to at 
tend theprogram. They can come 
just for the program. if they 
want." 
The program will begin at 7 

p.m. in Austin Auditorium and 
will last about two hours. 
"We want to encourage the 

youth and get them all on the right 
road," Haigler said. "That will 
help the county too. li we can get 
our youth on the right path, in the 
long run everything will be better 
- in. the schools, the home and' the 
county." 

For more Informatfon, contact 
· Haigler at 624-_5233 after _4 p.m. _ . 
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Justin Grove 
plans revival 
Spring Revival services 

begin Sunday, Feb. 24 and 
will continue through Feb. 29 
at Austin Grove Baptist 
Church. 

The Rev. Harold Mains, 
pastor of Cooley Springs 
Baptist Church in Chesnee, 
S.C. will speak each evening. 
Sunday services will begin 
at 7 p.m. Monday-Friday 
services will begin at 7 :30 
p.m. A nursery will be 
provided. 

The pastor, the Rev. Robert 
Howard, and the congrega 
tion extend a cordial invita 
tion to the public. Rev. Harold Mains 
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By Richard Belcourt 
Austin_Q_rove Baptist Church's 

new Christian educauon miruster, 
Bill Coleman, said he is setting goals 
for spiritual growth, not growth in 
numbers. 

''The numbers will come as a re 
sult of the spiritual growth," Cole 
man said. 

The Winston-Salem native be 
gan his work at Austin Grove in 
August. 

Before coming to Union County 
he was a full-time youth minister in 
Sarasota, Fla. 

He said thechurchfoundoutabout 
him when they asked a friend of his 
ifhe was interested in the job and he 
gave them Coleman's name. 

Coleman said taking the part-time 
job was a good fit for him and his 
newlywed wife because it gives him 
a chance to go back to school to get 
his master's degree in divinity. 

He said he is taking half of his 12 
credit hours from Southeastern Bap 
tist in Charlotte and half in Raleigh. 

Coleman's wife, Tiffany,iswork 
ing as an assistant preschool teacher 
at Central United Methodist Church 
and working on her master's degree 
at Pfeiffer College. 

He said he met his wife, a Nor 
wood native, while they were at 
tending Wingate College. 

"We were best friends in col 
lege," Coleman said. 

He said they fell in love later and 
were married in June. 

Coleman said they compromised 
when they got married in a Method 
ist church and she became a Baptist. 

He said he misses the beautiful 
Florida beaches, but he said the sea 
sonal changes here make up for it. 
Coleman also pointed out how close 
both the beach and the mountains 
are from here. 

He said another bonus is it's nei 
ther as hot in the summer as it is in 
Sarasota nor as cold as New York in 
the winter. 

Coleman said his job is really 
three in one. He said it is 60 percent 
youthministry,20percentchildren's 
program coordinator and 20 percent 
young adults and singles. 

Coleman said he does activities 

Austin Grove Baptist Church's new Christian ed7'cation minister Bill Cole 
man comes to the church from Wingate College via Sarasota, Fla. Coleman 
plans to put the emphasis on spiritual growth and not on numbers. 

and Bible studies for grades six 
through 12. 

He said that when he is doing 
middle school activities he includes 
the sixth grade, but when he does a lot 
of the youth activities that include the 
high school students he has to exclude 
the sixth grade. 

For example, Coleman said the 
Bible study is for grades 7-12 and 
the sixth grade has a special Bible 
drill. 

He said ideally they would have 
enough youth involved that he could 
separate the middle and high school 

(Continued On Page~) 
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children. 
Coleman said many of the activi 

ties are for all of the youth. 
"Thursday night discipleship is for 

anybody who is a youth," he said. 
For children in first through fifth 

grades Coleman said most of the ac 
tivities are coordinated through the 
Sunday school. 

"We try to do one activity every 
other month," he sai(t. 

Upcoming events include a fall 
festival scheduled for the end of Oc 
tober which Coleman said was a Hal 
loween alternative. 

He said they also will be having a 
skate party and will be going on an 
outing to Camp Carraway at Ashe 
boro combined with a trip to the zoo. 

Coleman said he is teaching the 
young adult and .singles Sunday 
school. . , 

"When they get larger we may 
split the singles from the married," he 
said. "There is enough on the rolls, 
but enough attendance." 

Coleman is also heading a Bible 
study program at Wingate College. 

Before Coleman came to Austin 
Grove he said the programs were being 
run by the youth committee and he 
said he still goes to them for help. 

"It's pretty much my program," he 
said. 

Coleman said the committee gives 
him a lot of autonomy with the youth 
and young adult programs, but he still 
answers to them. 

He may answer to the committee, 
but he takes his orders from a higher 
power. 

"The activities and programs are 
tools to reach the higher 
goal ... bringingpeopletoJesusChrist," 
Coleman said. "If I do it just for the 
activity then I have failed to honor 

Jesus Christ." 
He said he wants church members 

to be solid in their faith. 
"If we are nothing more tllan an 

activity club then we've failed." 
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Austin Grove Dedicates Building 
Members of Austin Grove Baptist small children, thus making the special emphasis placed on safe equip- Committee: Whitley, Earl James and 

Church gathered Sunday to dedicate modern facilities very important. ment and supply storage areas. Freddy Griffin. Coy Broome was the 
their new preschool wing, which has Whitley said the building was "de- The building was built with the contractor and Ken James was the 
just been completed. signed with the child in mind" with guidanceoftheBuildingandGrounds architect. 

The four rooms will provide an 
infant nursery, a toddler nursery, a 
two and three-year-old classroom and 
a four and five-year-old classroom. 
Two rooms will share a bath and 
dressing room. 

Beatrice Griffin, nursery superin 
tendent at Austin Grove, said the 
building had "been in the dreaming 
stage for years, but is just now a 
reality." She added that the preschool 
department had been in cramped 
quarters and workers were looking 
forward to using the spacious new 
rooms. 

Ronnie Whitley, chairman of the 
Austin Grove Building and Grounds 
Committee, said the building was very 
important to the church's growth and 
stability. "If you bring children up in 
church, they have more of a tendency 
to stay in church," said Whitley. He · 
also noted that the church had seen a 
recent influx of young couples with 
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Rev. Jerry Ensley speaks during 
Sunday's building dedication. He led 
a responsive reading with which he 
arid the Austin Grove congregation 
dedicated their new preschool build 
ing to "the training and nurture of 
children." 

Austin Grove Baptist Church members dedicated their new preschool building Sunday morning during the Sunday 
school hour. The four new classrooms will allow the church to offer separate classes for inf ants, toddlers, two and three 
year olds and four and five year olds. 

'$ 

Earl James, Ronnie Whitley and Freddy Griffin are the Austin Grove Building : 
and Grounds Committee. They guided the design and construction of the new : 
preschool classrooms. : 

Austin Grove preschool teachers gather outside the church's new preschool department during the dedication. Pie- Ken James drew the plans for the new Austin Grove preschool wing. Coy 
tured are Vickie Griffin, Carrie Collins, Sandy Phifer, Claudine Huggins.Linda Edwards.Beatrice Griffin and Donna Broome was the contractor. 
Ivey. 
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A Sign Guaranteed To Draw 
A young Paul Bunyan would have appreciated the new foustin Grove Baptist 
(.hurch Child Development Center sign built with his favorite giant crayon 
colors and some impressive number two pencils. 
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CRmf 314 
BHC ACCESSION SHEET 

MAIN ENTRY: Austin Grove Baptist Church (1914), Union Co., N. C. 

TYPE OF PAPERS; DATES: Minute books 1914-1933 
1933-1958 
1958-1965 
1965-1968 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 4 volumes 

ORIGINAL FORM OF MATERIALS: Manuscript (ink and pencil) 

HISTORY-SCOPE AND CONTENT (ABOUT AUTHOR AMD MATERIALS): 

Austin Grove Baptist Church (1914), Union Co., N. C. 
Records, 1914-1968. 4 v. 
Minutes of church conferences from Oct. 10, 

1914 to June 16, 1968, including membership 
rolls, articles of faith, a church covenant, 
and rules of decorum. The first volume is 
filmed after the second volume on the reel. 

See finding aid in BHC. 
1 reel 35mm microfilm. Positive. 
Purchase: 1973. 

1. N. C. Church Records. 
2. Union County, N. C. 
NCCF: Austin Grove Baptist Church 
Shelf list. 

UNION 

REFERENCE TO A DESCRIPTION IN A GUIDE, OR WHERE PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED: 

These records were microfilmed by the N. C. Department of Archives and 
History, Raleigh. N. C. They have the negative film. 

ORIGINAL LOCATION OF MANUSCRIPTS: Loaned to be filmed by Mr. Theodore Griffin, 
Route 3, Marshville, N. C. and returned to the church after microfilming. 

COPY IN BHC IF NOT ORIGINAL: Microfilm 

PROVENANCE/DONOR, CITY AND STATE, DATE OF RECEIPT/RESTRICTIONS: 

Pur~hased by the BHC from the Local Records Section, N. C. Dept. of Archives 
and History, Raleigh, N. C., March 23, 1973. Permission of the church must 
be obtained to photocopy these records in their entirety. 

DATE: Mar 5, 1978/JRW 



CLIPPING SERVICE 
1115 HILLSBORO 

RALEIGH, NC 27603 
TEL.(919)833·2079 

UNlON NEWS 
& HOME 

MARSHVILLE, N. C. 

#°'~·en [' 
FEB- 6-8~ ~1-c;,--- _ .... 1,.:t .... 

Austin Grove Baptist Church 
plans Missionary Conference 
A Missionary Conference has 

been scheduled Feb. 9-12 at~ 
Grove Baptist Church in 
Marshville. 
The conference will begain at the 

11 a.m. service on Sunday. The Rev. 
and Mrs. John S. McGee, retired 
missionaries in Nigeria, will con 
duct the service. 
Sunday at 7 p.m., the Rev. Frank 

Patterson, a missionary in 
Bangladesh, will speak. 
Miss Willie Mae Berry,' a 

missionary serving in Ghana, 
Africa, will speak at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday. 
The Rev. Jack E. Mahaffey, a 

missionary in Thailand, will speak 
at the Tuesday service, which will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. 
The conference will conclude 

with a 7:30 p.m. service on Wed 
nesday. George W. Hardman, a 
missionary in Guatemala, will be 
the guest speaker. 
"All the missionaries will be 

speaking on how and what is taking 
place in their service for the Lord." 
said the Rev. Robert Howard, 
Austin Grove pastor. 
The public is cordially invited to 

attend any or all conference 
services. I I 


