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School Gos pelf est lifts the soul, inspires the spirit 
By Cynthia Dean Performers sang upbeat, con- 
RECORD STAFF WRITER temporary songs such as "The 

Although the event took place Storm Is Over Now" by Kirk 
on campus, it was just like being Franklin and God's Property, 
in a Sunday morning congrega- then hit old spirituals like "I Am 
tion when East Wake High Free" to conclude the club's eel 
School's African American Cul- ebration of Black History 
ture Club conducted its third Month. 
Gospelfest on Sunday. Choirs, soloists and other ~..,.,.,-~..,,....,.,.....,,..,,....,. 

groups were invited to perform 
at the event. For the first time, 
however, East Wake students 
were also part of the program. 
President Chenise Jones and 
Secretary Mercedes Sanders, 
both seniors, shared the mis 
tress-of-ceremonies role. 
Belting out tunes were the 

The ~ount Pearce Baptist choir of Raleigh (abo~) keeps the beat while East Wake 
High School choir members (below) get into the spirit of the event. 
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Fi~y male cho 
rus, the Zebulon First Bfil!tist 
youth choir and the M..fil!!!..t 
P~ace Baptist choir of Raleigh 
with students Michelle Lucas, 
Laquita Dunn, Shonda 
Clemons, Kristina Brooks and 
Vance Granville Community 
College freshman Steven Floyd. 
The crowd was encouraged to 

join in by clapping their hands, 
patting their feet and even 
crooning along. "Gospel music 
has always been a source of 
inspiration for African-Ameri 
cans," teacher and club adviser 
Alberta Smith said. 
The Gospelfest program was 

beneficial because it reached 
out to a population of students 
who don't normally participate 
in school programs, she added. 
The African American Culture 
Club started in 1994 as a result 
of an African-American history 
course Smith was teaching. 
The students did not want to 

leave the class, so they orga 
nized the group - allowing 
them to continue learning about 
their heritage. The 35 members 
are involved in community-ser 
vice projects, fund-raising 
events for scholarships and a 
mentoring program for ninth 
graders. Smith said they also 
spend time with the elderly and 
bond with them, hopefully lead 
ing to a long-lasting relation 
ship. 
The $5 tickets sold and dona 

tions at Gospelfest itself will be 
used to finance the organiza 
tion's scholarship fund. The goal 
is to help students reach their 
full potentials, Smith said. "We 
want to generate a strong cycle 
and, hopefully, they'll reach 
back and do the same thing for 
others." 
The club spent February try 

ing to share positive things 
about African-Americans with 
the entire student body, Smith 
added. 

This conductor leads the First Baptist Male Chorus of 
Bailey through its harmonic Paces at the Gospelfest. 
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Witness performs 
Witness, comprised of 12 stu 

dents from Baptist Colleges across 
North Carolina, will be in concert 
Sunday, July 26 at Bailey Baptist 
Church. The concert will begin at 
11 a.m. and feature contemporary 
gospel, gospel classics, southern 
gospel and old-fashioned gospel 
music. Everyone is encouraged to 
come early in order to see this lim 
ited appearance of Witness. 
For more information call 235- 

3663 at Bailey Baptist Church, "A 
Place for New Beginni¥s". 
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