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Rev. Heath Is Pastor 
at Bear Branch 
Rev. Percy Heath has ac 

cepted the call as interim 
pastor, of Bear Branch 
Baptist Church, Currie. 
He is a former resident of 

Pender County, the son of the 
late Fred and Gertrude Heath. 
He attended Long Creek 
School, and after entering the 
service, continued his 
education at Eastern Illinois 
University. 
Rev. Heath is married to the 

former Laverne Carrell of 
Mattoon, Illinois. They are the 

parents of two sons, Michael 
of Kansas City, Missouri, and 
Russell of Wilmington. 
. He was ordained by 
Emanuel Southern Baptist 
Church, Rantoul, Illinois, and 
came to Bear Branch from the 
First Baptist Church, of 
Fisher, Illinois, where he 
served as pastor for three 
years. 
Friends are invited to 

worship at Bear Branch 
Baptist Church and hear Rev. 
Percy Heath. 



1ssions 
Conference At 
Bear Branch 

Everyone is invited to at 
tend the World Missions 
Conference at Bear Branch 
Baptist Church, the week of 
October 3-ll. r 

R<>st Missionary for Bear 
Braneh will be Rev. S. Dennis 
Hale, I\ pioneer missionary 
stationeo at Vigo, Spain. 
Services beg.in each evening 

at 7: 30, with a foreign mission 
graded series' study, followed 
by worship with a guest 
speaker. A different 
lfu.,.,~onary w.ill speak each 
evenmg. / 
The pas tor, Rev. Chris 1 

Wroten, extends a 'most 
cordial welcome fo everyone 

1 

to hear these dedicated 
missionaries each evening at 
the 11 a.m. service Sunda . 
'"',eh~Cia ·. - ·-·'· • ""~·· 
• ----- ~ Pender Chronicle 

Burnsville: Yancey Record 
Canton: Enterprise 
Carthage: Moore County New 
Cary News s 
Chadbourn: Columbus Co N 
Charlotte Post . ews, 
Cherokee: One Feather 
Cherryville Eagle 
China Grove: S. Rowan Times 
Clarkton: Southeastern Times 
Clayton News 
Clemmons Courier 
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Bear Branch - 1884 Pender WILMINGTON 

1884 - Const. Admit. to EASTERN. 
1902 - Dism. to WILMINGTON. 
1903 - Admit. to WILMINGTON . 

• 



The ?ender Cl!ron!cle, Burgaw, N. C., Oct.17, 1979 7-A 
be asked to make remarks. 
Among former pastors who 

are expected are: Revs. L. D . 
Smith, Chris Wroten, Thomas 
Melton, Wilmington; W. R. 
Lewis, Joe Davis, both of 
Currie and James R. Smith, 
Acme. 
All former pastors, former 

members and other visitors 
are being invited to join with 
the church members for the 
homecoming and everyone is 
also invited to attend the 
revival meetings. 

ear Branch Plans 
. Revival, Homecoming 

A week of revival services 
will be held at Bear Branch 
Baptist Church, Currie, 
conct'iicred on Sunday with the 
observance of homecoming. 
Revival meetings will be 

held October 22-26, at 7 :30 
nightly, with the Rev. L. D. 
Smith, of Wilmington, a 
former pastor, as the speaker. 
There will be special music 

each evening. 
Homecoming is to be ob 

served on Sunday, October 28 
with the day's activities to' 
begin with Sunday school a 
9: 45; morning worship a 

11 :00 at which time Rev. Chris 
Wroten. of Buies Creek, a 
former pastor, will deliver the 
message. 
Following the morning 

worship hour, dinner will be 
served on the church grounds 
at 1 :00 and during the af 
ternoon, former pastors will 



Niifety-year old has helped build 
two churches and expand a third 

the 50 member congregation to 
hold service in their home. 

For the next 8 months, the 
Bowlings hosted worship service 
just as his parents had once done. 
Rocky Point Baptist moved into 
their new santuary in 1957. 

But this was not to be the last 
church facility Bowling was to 
help build. 

Eight years ago, he moved his 
membership to Bear Branch Church 
just as they were adding a new 
building. Bowling helped mix mor 
tar for the brick masons and volun 
tered to paint the inside of the 
church three years ago. 

"If you have a house to paint I'll 
paint it," he said. 

Bowling has always loved small 
children. "Little children come to 
me like biddies around a hen," he 
said. 

He claims 19 children at Bear 
Branch Church who meet him in 
the yard on Sundays, and Bowling 
usually has something for the chil-' 
dren. He enjoys woodwork and 
loves to make children's toys as 
well as yard fixtures. 

His message to both children 
and adults? "There are only two 
ways - the broad way of the devil 
and the straight and narrow way - 
the way of Jesus!" 

"And we have only a short time 
to choose which way we will go," 
he added. 

/
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By DORA CORBETT 

ROCKY POINT - At the age of 
90, Caleb Powers Bowling serves 
as chairman of the board of deacons 
for Bear Branch Baptist Church in 
Currre:= 

A month ago, Bowling painted 
the mobile home which is used as a 
parsonage for the church. 

He complains that someone took 
his 40 foot ladder to keep him from 
climbing but he still uses his 16 
foot ladder. 

One of 12 children, Bowling 
grew up in Hyden, Kentucky. He 
said his grandfather John Bowling 
claimed land in the days of pros 
pecting and the family built a home 
on a bend of the middle fork of the 
Kentucky River. Their homestead 
became known as Bowling Bend. 

Called Powers by his family, 
Bowling recalls that a Baptist 
Church met in their home when he 
was a boy. He said they raised 
everything they ate except flour, 
sugar, salt and coffee. 

Upon completion of the eighth 
grade Bowling worked as a black 
smith, drove road machinery and 
drilled for rock. 

He painted his first house - a 
two story frame for $25. "I could 
buy two cans of salmon for 25¢," 
he said. 

At the age of 22, Powers married 
his lifetime sweetheart 20 year old 
Ida Fields. They have four children: 
Jerry, Anna Eubanks, Mary Edna 
(deceased) and Laura Jean Wilson. 
Bowling also has 8 grandchildren 
and 12 great-grandchildren. 

Bowling's parents had moved to 
Bolivia prior to World War II. Pow 
ers and Ida came to Brunswick 
County and he was employed by 
the Wilmington Shipyard. "I paint 
ed every part of the ship except the 
inner bottom," he said, "I have used 
65 gallons of paint in 8 hours." 

During those years, Bowling 
purchased a farm just outside of 
Burgaw, and when the shipyard 
closed, he farmed. 

It was during a revival service in 
Ralph and Kitty Croom's garage 
that Bowling accepted Christ as his 

CALEB P. BOWLING 

savior. He said Rev. Taylor (Mary 
Taylor's father) was preaching and 
the congregation was seated on 
boards held up with cinder blocks. 
"When the invitation was given 
that night, I stepped over all those 
blocks to get to the preacher," 
Bowling said. 

This was the beginning of For 
est Hills Baptist Church and the 
Bowling family was among those 
who helped build the church. 

The family moved to Rocky 
Point in I 953 and was instrumen 
tal in forming Rocky Point Bap 
tist. Bowling said church was held 
in the school house and school was 
starting. So Powers and Ida invited 

~mi;;;----------------------~ 



1Layman-Led V 
.(Revival at V 
· Bear Branch :. 

Layman led Revival will be 
held Sept. 17, 18, and 19 at the. 
~ar Branch B~st Church 
m Currie, and be led by 
Marvin Hall, of Wilmington. 
Plans for the . three day · 

revival: Friday night at 8 
p.m., worship services; 
Saturday at 9 a.m., breakfast 
at the church for all, followed 
by witnessing; 12:00 noon Sat., 
lunch a.t church for l!_ll; from 
3:30 til 6:30 p.m. Sat. evening, 
a fish fry will be held on. 
church grounds; with worship 
services will · begin at 
11 a .ni. followed by dinner on 
the grounds at 12: 00 noon, 
Worship services will com 
mence at 8 p.m. Sunday night 
.as well. • 
"Everyone is invited"J •. ,1,, 

concluded the pastor Rev. 
Chris Wroten. · ~-·,... 

Brys~n-City: Smoky Mtn. Times 
Burgaw: Pegder Cbrgnic;,Le 
•surnsville: Yancey Record 
Canton: Enterprise 
Carthage: Moore County News 
Cary News 
Chadbourn: Columbus Co. News· 
Charlotte Post 
Cherokee: One Feather 
Cherryville Eagle 
China Grove: S. Rowan Times 
Clarkton: Southeastern Times 
Clayton News 
Clemmons Courier 
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BEAR BRANvH BAPTIST vHl RliH ) 

Bear Branch Baptist uhurch, located one and one 
fourth miles West of Montague Post Office, North \.B.rolina 
and Pender vounty, on a Branch railroad belonginc to The 
Atlantic vaast Line Railroad vompany, fifteen miles north 
of Wilmington'. 

This Lhurch was organized in 1878 or 1879 by a small 
group of believers with Rev. John Smith as Shepher-d of the 
flock. The erecting or the building was started in the 
year 1880 and by 1882 was inclosed so it was put in use and 
about 1888 it was finished as it now stands, with the 
following pastors looking over and leading the flock. 

Rev. Julian Faison 
Rev. Henry Howard 
Rev. John Smith 
Rev. Wash Melvin 
Rev. Daniel Kelly 
Rev. Robert Harrell 
Rev. N. A. Shelley 
Rev. J. D. F.ocutt 
Rev. J. H. Dobson. 
Rev. R. M. Welburn 
Rev. \.barley Taylor 

The followi~g were vharter Members. 
Wm. R. Brinson, Sr., and wife Mrs. Brinson; 
Wm. R. Brinson. Jr. 
Wilson E. Moore, and wife Mrs. Moore 
Frances J. Moore and wife Susan Moore 
o. n. Malpass,sr., and wife Lottie Malpas 
o , B. Malpass 
H. w. Malpass 
J. D. Stuckey and wife -.atherine Stuckey 
G. w. Witton and wife Hulda Witten 
Tulley Orr 
w. J. Lewis 
Jackson Hufham 

Bear Branch Baptist Lhurch obtained its name from 
the Branch by the side of which it was built. The Branch 
having obtained its name from a ~amily of Berrys about the 
first settlers in that part of the country, in later year~ 
the name Berry was discontinued, and Bear added to the Branch, 
reasons for the change are not available. The uhurch in 
middle ages of its existence grew to contain a goodly,number 
of members, but in later years older heads began to take 
their departure into endless time to meet the Savior, otners 
moving away until the number is not so large, feeling assured 
the Great Power remains the same today and forever, the church 
having been unable to place men upon the great fields o.f 
harvesting, the time is not far distance when the fields may 
be represented through men and women of our number of the 
great Jehovah God. 

This ir.formation having been obtained by Vm.H.Brinson, 
the present l.hurch vlerk, a grandson of the faithful worker, 
who heads the list of Uiarter Members. 

This the 18th day of September, 1930, A.D. 
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Church h(j-lds community sin 
BURGAW, NC 

WEEKLY 5,050 
APR 30 2003 

Congregational singing w 
offered, and local church choi 
be singing. A time of fell 
will follow the program wit 

· refreshments. The evening 
by 8 p.m. · 

"Everyone is invited to j 
said church spokesperson. 
look forward to seeing you 

For more information, ca 
Nichols at 251-1235. 

ROCKY POINT-Pike Rocky .; 
Point Presbyterian Church is hold 
ing its second -annual Spring 
Community Sing, Sunday, May 4, at 
6p.m. 
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5_~~an!=h ~ptist plans revival 
CURRI\;a91Jr~ch Baptist Bear. Branch Baptist Church is 

Church will hold homecoming on located on Blueberry Road near 
Sunday morning, May 4. Rev. Chris Currie. Rev. Donald Batchelor is WILLARD-M_!. Calvary BaQ- 
Wroten will be the guest speaker the pastor. tis~1 will observe °\Yomen's 
during the homecoming celebration. Day, Sunday, May 4 at 11 :30 a.m. 
Lunch will be served after the serv- St Matthews": Sister Laura ~illiams fro~! 
ice. • Watha Chapel Baptist Church will 

The church will also hold revival hosts pastor bring the Women's Day address. 
Sunday, May 4 through Wednesday, 
May7at7p.m. • · Church to hold 

Rev. Eddie Powers will be the ~ n n IV e rsa ry 
guest speaker during the revival. R~Y POINT-St. Ma!!he.w Women's Day 
There will also be special singing Mi_ssiona!Y Baptist ~ch on Canetuck Missionary Baptist 
each night. Hwy 17 will hold its Pastor Churcil'will observe Women's Day 

'~~~ Anniversary celebration Sunday, Sunday, May 4 during its I I :30 a.m. Shiloh Baot tlst May4. worshipservice.· 
.J~ Services starts at I I :30 a.m- with The guest . speaker will be 

holds revival dinner afterwards. Evening service Michelle Thompson. 
starts at 3 p.m. The pastor is Clyde "An invitation to meet in God's 
Hayes. house is always a blessed time," said 

"Come out and help lift up the church spokesperson. "Come be 
name of Jesus," said church refreshed and renewed." 
spokesperson. 

Women's Day·~L 
to be observed 

Rocky Poi 
Baptist sla 
homecom 

ROCKY POINT-Roe 
Baptist Church is having 
coming service Sunday, M 

Sunday School will st 
a.m. and worship service 
a.rn. There will be a co 
lunch after worship servi 
lunch, "Adoration" will si 
cert. 

WILLARD - Shiloh Baptist 
Church will hold its revival Friday, 
May 2 at 7 p.m., Saturday, May 3 at 
5 p.m. and Sunday, May 4 at 11 a.m. 

The guest speaker will be Pastor 
Wayne Hamilton. 

There will also be a covered dish 
supper on Saturday, May 4. 

"Come with your favorite dishes 
and a heart ready for worship,' said 
church spokesperson. 'Y· · 

"Everyone. is welcom 
and enjoy the fellowshi 
said church spokesperso 

'Hallelujah Hop' 
presented 
BURGAW~Scotts Hill Baptist 

Church.children 's choirs will pres 
ent "Hallelujah Hop" Saturday, May 
3 at 10:30 a.m. in the parking lot at 
Seven Oaks Apartrnents., Burgaw. , 

"Come join •Us," said a church 
spokesperson. ' 
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New Bear Branch Church is completely paid for! 

Church on Blueberry Road 
growing in size, spirit 
By PATSY BLACKMON 

In 1987, with the laying of a foun 
dation, the Bear Branch Baptist 
Church initiat~ 
---theCOnstruction of a new church. 
And in June of 1997, the congrega 
tion moved into its new sanctuary. 
"It happened with the help of the 

Lord and everyone pulling together," 
said pastor Rev. Doug Fairfax. "And 
the church is completely paid for - 
we don't owe a penny on it." 
According to a history compiled by 

Mrs. Tressie Moore, the church was 
established in 1880 on donated proper 
ty about one-half mile from the cur 
rent site. Then in 1930, other proper 
ty was donated and the church was 
relocated to its current site on Blue 
berry Road. Later four additional acres 
were purchased by the church. In Oc 
tober of 1980, Bear Branch Baptist 
Church celebrated its 1 OOth birthday. 

"We were so excited," recalls Sun 
day School teacher and pianist, Eusely 
Horrell. "It was the first time we had 
central heating and air." 
But time, growth, and wear and tear 

on the old building demanded a 
change, and plans for a new building 
emerged. After ten years of work'. on 
June 22, 1997, the congregation, 
along with friends and visitors, dedi 
cated their new church. 
Rev. Fairfax, pastor for just over 

two years, is excited about what is 
happening in Bear Branch. 

"We are growing," he said. "In Oc 
tober 1997 we averaged 17-20 in Sun 
day School. Now we have thirty-two 
or more and usually a church full for 
the morning services. We have people , 
who pull together and pray together · 
- even when times are hard - and 
they will worship and praise· God. I 
am so thankful for these people and 
for those in the past who worked and 
supported this church." 
Mrs. Horrell is also excited about 

the growth. 
"Our choir is growing! We held our 

first cantata this year - led by our 
choir director, Cindy Ramsey," she 
shared. "We now have two ladies, 
Connie Fairfax and Margie Jordan, 
leading a youth choir and working 
with the children and teens. 
"And we love our pastor," she add 

ed. "Our church has grown so much 
-we hope he never leaves!" 
Rev. Fairfax knows he is where the 

Lord wants him. 
"The Lord laid it on my heart to 

pastor this church," he said. "I thank 
the Lord for the sweet spirit in this 
place. You know, when the hearts of 
people are in one accord, revival 
breaks out. Our main goal is to keep 
the fires burning - to see souls saved 
- and to inspire members to live 
their lives to reflect our Lord and Sav 
ior, Jesus Christ." 


