
SPRUCE PINE - The Rev. 
Norton Craig will preach his 
last sermon as pastor of ~ 
Creek Baptist Church on Sun- aay:- - ' 
He has asked that all 

members of the church, and 
especially all couples whom he 
married, attend the 11 a.m. 
service. He has accepted the 
pastorate of Southside Baptist 
Church in Honea f'ath, ~.C. 
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Bear Creek - 1844 Mitchell MITCHELL 

1844 - Const. Admit. to FRENCH BROAD. 
1849 - Dism. to ROAN MT.[E] from FRENCH BROAD. 

Charter.member of ROAN MT.[E]unti I· 1883.: 
1884 ""ROAN.MT.IE] became .MITCHELL~ .. 
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Trey Martin, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
Al Martin of Carthage, will be 
serving the B~af_Creek Baptist 
Church for a period of 10 weeks as 
aYouth Corps member. 
He is a junior at UNC 

Wilmington, being a communica 
tions major, and plans to attend 
seminary. His work at the Bear 
Creek Church will include ministry · 
to youth and children, as well as as 
sisting in worship services and hos 
pital visitation. 
The North Carolina Baptist State 

Convention Youth Corps has 32 
college and university students 
serving in convention churches this 
year. 
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he Bible Teach es About Life After Death 

Missionary shares faith at B ar Creek Baptist Church 
MICHAEL JOSLIN 
NEWS-JOURNAL STAFF 

Born near the Mitchell 
County seat, Carolyn Sparks 
Diemer has traveled far from 
her roots during her life. When 
she returned to Bear Creek 
Baptist Churcp recently, She 
shared her mission that has 
taken her to Russia to distribute 
thousands of copies of her book 
What the Bible Teaches About 
Life After Death. 
Diemer and her husband Catl 

teach at Liberty Baptist Semi 
nary and University in 
Lynchburg, Va. Four years ago 
she wrote and illustrated by 
hand the small book. She and 

. her friends worked and prayed 
for its translation into Russian 
and its publication in that 
former communist country. 
This past year her prayers 

were answered. 
"I got 70,000 copies made and 

distributed them throughout 
Russia, the Ukraine, Belarus 
and Poland. We got some to 
victims of the Chernobyl disas 
ter, too," said Diemer, as she sat 
in the front pew of Bear Creek 
Baptist Church waiting for the 
service to begin and her chance 
to bring her message to her old 
friends, neighbors and teachers. 
Diemer bubbles with enthusi 

asm as she recalls the reception 
she received from Russian 
officials. The Deputy Secretary 
of Education invited her and her 
husband to be his guests for two 
weeks. The Diemers flew to St. 

(Left) Russian Army officer 
General Borison CBelow) 

Carolyn Diemer points out 
the illustrations in her book . 

• 

Petersburg, then to Moscow. 
'We met with him for an hour 

at the Russian Federation of 
Education, and I found it very 
easy to talk with him through 
an interpreter. I gave him 5,000 
copies. I would have given him 
more, but I didn't find out until 
later that he was a born-again · 
Christian," says Diemer, her 
blue eyes shining. 
According to Diemer, when 

the official said, "I would like to 
have a copy of this book for 
every Russian student, but I'm 
only going to ask you for a 
million," her mouth flew open. 
She has been on a mission ever 
since to raise money to provide 
the books. 
Leaving Moscow, Diemer and 

her husband traveled to 
Belarus, where the book had 
been published. There they 
spoke in churches, camps and 
health centers. 

"That is where we met the 
seven-to-28 year old young 
people who are victims of 
Chernobyl. They're still being 
treated," said Diemer. 
While her reception had 

cheered her, it was when 
Diemer returned to the United 
States that she received her 
greatest encouragement. She 
heard that a Russian Army 
officer, General Borisov, was to 
speak at a church near her 
home, so she and Carl drove 
over to hear him. 
"He commanded over 100,000 

troops during the Afghanistan 
War. He persecuted Christians 

for years. Then one day a young 
man stood up to him and said, 
'Sir, one day you'll face death, 
and you'll cry out to GDd to be 
saved!,"' said Diemer. 
The General was in a helicop 

ter with 11 other officers in 
Afghanistan when it was shot 
down. As it plummeted to the 
ground, fear seized Borisov. 
"Before the helicopter hit the 

ground, he cried out, 'Lord, if 
you will let me live I will spend 
the rest of my life serving you.' 
He was the only survivor," said 
Diemer, her face glowing. 
"When he came to, he saw 

green grass and said, 'Hm, this 
is not Hell.' But when he heard 
the guns firing from the hills he 
said, 'Hm, this isn't heaven, 
either. I must be alive.' 

"He was hospitalized, and his 
'family was told that ifhe lived 
he'd be a vegetable in a wheel 
chair for the rest of his life. He 
just happened to walk out of the 
hospital without even a limp. 
The doctors tried to take the 
credit, but he said, 'I know God 
healed me,"' said Diemer, as 
church members began to 
gather around and fill the pews. 
When Diemer introduced 

herself to General Borisov after 
his lecture and showed him her 
book, he said, "This is nice. I 
like this. I want this for the 
Russian troops." 

"I don't know of a faster way 
to spread the gospel in Russia 
than through the military. A 
half-million troops go into the 
military every year, and a half- 

Ca lyn Diemer talks about her book from the pulpit. (News-Journal photos/MICHAEL JOSLIN) 

mi ion go out. We hope to give 
ea a copy of my book and a 
copy of the Bible," said Diemer. 
TP.e Diemers are planning a 

trip this spring May 13-22 to 
deliver 350,000 books that have· 
just been contracted with World 
Wide Printing in Minsk, 
Belarus. Raising funds to 
finance the publication has been 
a challenge, but Diemer refuses 
to relax her efforts. 

She has created a non-profit 
organization, Books Without 
Borders, to handle this aspect of 

her mission. Her publisher will 
print softbound copies of What 
the Bible Teaches About Life 
After Death for 30 cents each. 
"I've opened a bank account at 

First Union in Spruce Pine 
under the name of Books 
Without Borders so my old 
neighbors can contribute easily," 
said Diemer, as the choir opened 
the service. 
When she mounted the pulpit 

herself, Diemer thanked her 
former Sunday school teachers 
and the deacons from her youth 

for starting her on her path. She 
then projected a quotation from 
R. G. Tourneau onto the wall: 
"Don't be afraid to ask GDd for 

anything you want and then 
say, 'Not my will but thine be 
done.'" 
''This book is the result of that 

quotation," she said, holding up 
the 48-page volume to her home 
congregation. 
The road from Bear Creek to 

Belarus has been a long one, but 
traveling it has confirmed 
Carolyn Diemer's faith. 

CAbove) The choir at Bear 
Creek Baptist Church sings · 
during the service attended 
by Diemer. (Right) Diemer 
outside her home church, 
Bear Creek Baptist. 
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Pogoent At 

Bear Creek 
The Bear Creek Baptist 

Church will present its 
Christmas Pagaent Sun 
day night, December 22, at 
7:00 p.m. The theme is 
"Unto The Lowest" and 
feature allage groups in 
the church. 

A lot of hard work and 
practice has gone into the 
program and the pastor 
Norton Craig, invites 
everyone to attend. 

1 St. Paul's Review 
J Sylva Herald 

Tabor CitY Tribune :_,. 
Taylorsville Times 

~ Troy: Montgomery Herald 
~ Valdese News 

Wadesboro: Anson Record 
c:!. Wadesboro: Messenger & z. Intelligencer 

Wake Forest: Wake Weekly 

DEC 1 91974 

Snow Hill: Standard Laconic 
Southern Pines Pilot 
Southport: State Port Pilot 
Sparta: Alleghany News 
Spring Hope Enterprise 
Spruce Pinejirj cg'IRtV News 
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Bear Creek To Hear 
Lambert In Revival 
Rev. James Lambert will be 

the preacher in the Bear 
Creek Baptist Church 
Revival, the week of May 4-10, 
nightly at 7 p.m. 
Mr. Lambert lives in Boone, 

and is area Missionary for 
Western North Carolina. He is 
employed by the Baptist State 
Convention of North Carolina. 
James is married to the 

former Betty Jo Frazier of 
Eden. They have two sons: 
Steve (married) of Hickory; 
and Blake, a junior at Ap 
palachian State University. 
He graduated from Mars Hill 
College, Wake Forest College, 
and Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
Brother Lambert has served 

as ' Pastor of five churches 
prior to coming to his present 
work of area Missionary. His 
last pastorate was the Mills 
Home Baptist Church, on the 
campus of the Baptist 
Children's Heme, in 
Thomasville, North Carolina. 
Members of the church feel 

fortunate that Rev. Lambert 
will be with them, and are 

JAMES LAMBERT 

looking forward to his coming. 
They ask the prayers of 
everyone for him and the 
Revival. Everyone is asked to 
attend the individual Sunday 
School Classes for prayer 
(prior to the services) at 7:00 
p.m. nightly. I I 
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B1aptist shtging convention P?- 
The Mitchell County Baptist Singing Convention will be meeting 

with ~ear Creek Baptist Church Sept. 25 and 26 beginning at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday morning and then Sunday afternoon at 2 p.m. 
This Singing Convention has been going annuallyfor nearly 90 years 

- since horse and buggy days. 
All choirs and singing groups are invited to come and sing. 
The host church will serve dinner Saturday at noon. 
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Singing Convention Held 
For about 80 years now, Baptist 

church choirs have joined 
together once a year for the coun 
ty Baptist Singing Convention, 
which took place last Saturday 
and Sunday at Bear Creek Baptist 
Church. The event, started by 
pioneer preacher Stephen Greene, 
who pastored several churches in 
what are now Mitchell, Avery, 
and Yancey counties, has been 
expanded in recent years to in 
clude quartets and trios, as well 
as choirs, according to Rev. J. 
Astor Buchanan, pastor of Fork· 
Mountain Church. Buchanan said 

the leadership of the convention 
passed from Greene to Preacher 
J .H. Henline, who asked 
Buchanan to take over after he 
became disabled. In its early 
days, people traveled to the con 
vention by horse and buggy, and 
often stayed for the entire three 
day event, Buchanan said. 
Though attendance and par 
ticipation were down this year, 
food was abundant at the Satur 
day noon covered dish luncheon, 
and the singing rang out over the 
brightening hills. 

Photos by Elizabeth Hunter 
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Sunday, our pastor Rev. 
Homer Murdock, Jr. blessed 
our hearts with a message 
entitled "The Fitth & Sixth 
Days of Creation" taking his 
text from Genesis 1: 2-31. 

f have been asked to write 
of some of the most drastic 
changes in my life, Mitchell 
County and the church. 
Flrst, concerning my life, I 

will. have to say the most 
important tilings in my life 
happened when the Lord 
saved my soul. I can never 
praise him enough for what 
He said in St. John 5:24, 
"Verily, Verily, I say unto 
You, He that heareth my 
word and believeth on him 
that sent me hath everlast 
ing life, and shall not come 
into condemnation, but is 
passed from death unto life." 
I praise the Lord for such an 
unbreakable promise! 

Clarence Buchanan 

(L to R) 
a~e 17, age 40, 

age 82 

Another thing important in 
my life was when God called 
me to preach. I believe in 
these 49 years and 204 revi 
vals that I have been instru 
mental in His hands in help 
ing to win many souls to the 
Lord. Another wonderful 
thing, God gave me a Chris 
tian wife who helped me so 
much in my ministry. I be 
lieve she will share in the 
reward by staying home and 
caring for the children while 
I was away in revivals so 
much of the time. I thank 
God He let us live to see all of 
ow children saved and also 
all of the grandchildren have 
made a profession of faith in 
Ute Lord. 

Dean Duncan's Training Un 
ion Class, ages 12 - 17, en 
joyed the concert given by 
the group, "Signs" at the 
Spruce Pine Shopping Cen 
ter. 
On Friday, Aug. 15, our 

youth, ages 12 - 17, are plan 
ning to attend the statewide 
Youth Evangelistic Confer 
ence in Greensboro, N.C. 
The Acteens of the church 

have invited Mr. Jay Gilbert, 
a missionary to the Cherokee 
Indians, to be our guest 

Our hearts were blessed 
and we appreciate her being 
with us and sharing with us 
the talent that God has given 
her. 
Our World Hunger Day 

offering was taken and 
amounted to $202.11 and we 
are grateful to God for those 
who gave to this offering to 
help feed the hungry. 
At our Sunday evening 

worship service it was a 

Next, I would like to men 
tion some of the big changes 
I've seen take place in Mit 
chell County. The biggest 
change since I was a boy, is 
in the schools . Back then we 
only went to school three 
months a year. The first 
school I went to was a one 
room log building with a 
fireplace for heat. There was 
only one teacher for the 
whole school. Next I attend 
ed a two room school with 
two teachers. What a differ 
ence compared to the new 
consolidated school at Led 
ger. 
The schools in my boyhood 

days opened with prayer and 

Bible verses. Sometimes we 
would pray the Lord's Pray 
er. But, now since prayer is 
ruled out of the schools, 
there is quite a difference. 
When I was growing up, 

we went to school bare foot 
ed. There was no buses, so 
we walked to class. 
We had no lunchrooms, so 

we took our own dinner. We 
had no restrooms. In many 
ways, children have a ·much 
better chance of a good edu 
cation than we did when I 
grew up. 
In reference to the 

church's changes, there is 
many to mention. Those near 
my age can see manygreat 
changes since we were qhil- 

speaker Wed. night, Aug. 20, 
at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is in 
vited to hear Mr. Gilbert. 
Two of the GA's, Denise 

Burleson, and Marsha Bur 
leson, presented a skit, 
"Christmas in August," to 
the church Sunday morning. 
We are very proud of our 

Acteens arid GA's and their 
leaders (Mrs. Reba Willis, 
Mrs. Essie Murdock, Mrs. 
Eula Woody, and Mrs. Mar 
tha Burleson, in their mis- 

great honor for us to have 
with us Rev. and Mrs. Mike 
Remy and family, they are 
missionaries from Haiti. 
Rev. Remy blessed our 

hearts with a portion of 
God's word and sharing with 
us slides of the work they are 
doing in Haiti. 
On Wed. evening our reg 

ular business meeting was 
held. Let's not forget to pray 
for our sick and shut-in and 

dren. Some of the changes 
are for the better and others 
I don't go along with. When I 
was growing up, most all 
churches only had one Sat 
urday and one Sunday morn 
ing preaching service each 
month. 
There were no night ser 

vices or no Training Unions, 
also no Wednesday prayer 
services. 
Later, some churches 

moved up to half time pre 
aching which was one Sat 
urday morning and two Sun 
day morning services each 
month. Just a few years 
back, many churches wentto 
full time preachers, with 

services every Sunday 
morning and night. Many 
churches have done away 
with the Saturday services 
we were accustom to from 
my childhood. 
In the early days of the 

church, there was no set sal 
ary for the pastor. They just 
took an offering. That was all 
he got, be it little or much 

-each month. One of the first 
churches I ever pastored, 
half time had a set salary for 
the pastor of $200 a year. 
I remember when we had 

only one revival a year. 
There would be one service 
in the morning and one in the 
evening. People would take 
their dinner and stay all day 
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sionary studies and activi- 
ties. . 
Those sick in the hospital 

this week are Mrs. Myrtle 
Hoyle in Spruce Pine, Mr. 
Teague Stewart and Mrs. Ida 
Morgan in St. Joseph's. 
Join us at 9:45 Sunday 

morning for Sunday School 
and at 10:50 for joint worship 
service. 
All are welcomed at Bear 

Creek where everybody is 
somebody and Jesus Christ 
is Lord. 

especially those who do not 
know Jesus Christ. 

We appreciate our pastor 
and his family. Let's re 
member to pray for them as 
they continue to minister to 
the needs of our church and 
coriununity. Join us next 
Sunday for Sunday School 
and worship service. 
Everyone is welcome at 

Chestnut Grove! 

·l)1 7 

First Baptist Log 
We listened with interest to 

a pastor, Mike Rhemy of 
Haiti, preach the gospel 
without shame. It is a joy to 
know we have young men in 
foreign countries preaching 
the Gospel to their own peo 
ple. Mike was sharing with 
us about the rising cost of 
things in his country. A 50' by 
100' piece of land was selling 
for $6,000. Gas was $2.09 a 
gallon. They have no bath 
facilities in their home. Liv 
ing conditions are not good in 
Haiti. Our church received a 
love offering for the Rhemy 
family which was apprecia 
ted very much. Thank you, 
church family for your re 
sponse to a need. 

We express Christian 
sympathy to the family of 
Lewis Biggerstaff at his 
death. Lewis had recorded a 
tape of his experience on 
death, three years ago. You 
should listen to it. Dr. Ray 
Moody has written a book 
entitled, "Life After Life." 
He shares peoples exper- 

iences of being dead and 
coming back to life. The 
Library should have this 
book. 
Prayer would be appreci 

ated for the following: Ho 
ward Henline, Bob Stroup, 
Jean Hall, Kitty Jackson, 
Agnes Dale, Annie Burleson, 
and Cordie Gortney. 
We are beginning to see an 

Exodus among our young 
people. Colleges have ac 
cepted many of our students 
for the coming year. Others 
will be returning to continue 
or complete their education. 
We are mighty proud of our 
young people, those attend 
ing college and those work 
ing. 
First Baptist will host the 

annual Mitchell Baptist As 
sociational meeting on 
Thursday night, August 28th. 
Special messages will be 
presented by Earl Henry of 
Pine Branch and Johnny 
Ross of the Baptist State 
Convention. 
Happy Birthday to the 

August 28th mar-ked 
special prayer day 

for both services. Preachers 
would take turn about 
preaching. 
Revivals usually run about 

two weeks. I don't believe in 
limiting a revival. I was in 
one which lasted 17 days. 
In early days, people did 

not order their preachers out 
of the county or state; they 
used local preachers. There 
was ·little known, said or 
done about missions. Our 
churches have come a long 
way in these 75 years. One 
problem we didn't have to 
deal with back then was the 
drug problem. 
I have certainly prayed 

that God would help me in 

this writing; I consider it as 
a way to witness for the 
Lord. I know that my wit 
nessing will soon be over' as 
I read Psalms 90:10, "The 
days of our years are three 
score and then. And if by 
reason of strength they be 
four score years; their 
strength labor sorrow for we 
are soon c~~ off and fly 
away." ii 

Dear Friends : 
The Rev. Dr. Oswald C.J. 

Hoffmann, President of the 
United Bible Societies (UBS) 
and a close friend and co - 
worker, has asked that Au 
gust 28th, 1980, be set aside 
as a special day of prayer for 
the Bible cause. As soon as I 
read his letter, I was eager to 
share this special request' 
with you. 
Our prayers for the Bible 

cause are especially needed 
at this time. In September, 
representatives of Bible Soc 
;eties and Bible Society of 
fices from more than 100 
countries around the world - - 
including our own American 
Bible Society - - will meet in 
Thailand to plan the work of 
the worldwide fellowship of 
United Bible J/Cieties for the 

next ten years. 
The chosen theme for this 

meeting expresses the shar 
ed goal of all UBS members - 
- and, I know, of all ABS Vol 
unteers - - GOD'S WORD: 
OPEN FOR ALL. 
Please join Dr. Hoffman 

and all our worldwide co - 
workers iii prayer on August 
28th. Your prayers, your 
concern, and your faith are 
needed - - · 
that God himself will fur 

the _growth of His Word in 
the hearts of people, that His 
people will catch the vision 
that His Word for all might 
be in the hands of all, that the 
Spirit of God will bless and 
give Wings to His Word, open 
to all. 

Sincerely, 
AuieE. Ball 

following: Philip Frye, Step 
hanie Smith, Lisa Wilson, 
Cynthia Duncan Gibbs, Da 
vid Byers, Lillian Harding, 
Marsha Bell, Vicky Bigger 
staff, Frances Johnson and 
Connie Duncan. 
Luther Stroup (AM) and 

Richard Dellinger (PM) will 
be speaking this Sunday for 

our Worship Services. These 
two men have expressed a 
calling to be ministers. 
Happy Anniversary to 

Jack and Cathy Dobson. 
Did you go to church this 

past Sunday? Why not? 
Don't let another Sunday go 
by without worshipping in a· 
church of your choice. 

Sunday was a great day in 
the Lord with Rev. Clarence 
Buchanan filling in Sunday 
morning while the pastor 
and his wife are away on 
vacation. 
Sunday night Rev. Jeff 

Willis delivered the mes 
sage. We are very fortunate 
to have these wonderful 
men of God in our church. 

, Last Thursday evening, 

( 

Aug. 7, Mrs. Veronica Pit 
man's Sunday School Class, 
ages 10-11 and Mr. and Mrs. 

Chestnut Grove Baptist Church News 

During our morning 
worship service Barbara 
Jackson from Cherry Hill, 

I 
New Jersey sang two selec 
tions - Amazing Grace & 
Breathe on Me. 

' 

Clarence Buchanan 
looks back on 82 years o.f serving 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS. 
Rev. Jim Mizell, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Spruce Pine, 
N.C. 28777 . 
It has been my pleasure to serve as President of the Mayland 

Ministerial Alliance for the past year. In this year I have been ·~ 
aware of a problem that exists in all churches. Sometimes I 
thought Baptists were the only ones with the problem. 
Now the problem: There are unknown numbers of people 

who have moved to Mitchell County from other communities, 
other counties, and - or other states. This has been good. We 
welcome their choice of the best place in the world to live. But 
the problem: Why do so many of the people, who move here, 
fail to move their church membership? the real value and 
worth ofchurch membership is realized only by keeping it up 
to date, keeping it where you are, moving it when you move. 
Look at some reasons given by people for not moving .: 

membership and a answer to the reason. 
(1) "I don't know how long I will be here." None of us do. We 
don't even know how long we will be alive. The very un 
certainty of time makes it all the more imperative that you 
move your membership and go to work now. 

(2) "I hate to leave my home church." You have already left ~, 
it. All your home church has is your name on their roll. It 
doesn't want your name with you. Most likely by leaving your 
membership behind you are not serving the Lord. 

(3) "I want to visit around and see which.church I like best." 
This is okay at first. But after a period of time you should 
choose one to serve the Lord in. ': 

(4) "I don't want to make any promises." You made some" 
when you joined your home church. You are now breaking that 
promise. This is especially true if you are a Baptist. Because 
you committed and promised Christ you would serve Him and ' 
accepted the Covenant of the church which states: "When we 
remove from this place we will, as soon as possible, unite with 
another church of like faith and order." 
If we are honest, we have to acknowledge everyone of the • 

reasons given for not joining a church were selfish reasons. 
Right! There is a church close by that will be as good as your 
home church was to you. Because your joining will make it as 
good. 

Thought-to-Carry: Would your home church want you to move 
your membership? Have you asked? h, 
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Bear Creek Baptist 
Highlights 

June 15, Father's Day, was 
an exciting day at Bear· 
Creek Church as the young 
est and oldest father , were 
recognized and presented 
with a special gift. Also, it 
was "Adult Recognition 
Day," with this group striv 
ing for record attendance in 
Sunday School. 

Mrs. Nora Nell Jarrett, 
Chairman of the Hospitality 
Committee called a meeting 
of this group Monday night, 
at 7:30, in preparation of the 
church's 150th anniversary 
celebration to be held this 
Sunday, June 22. Ladies on 
this committee are Jea11 
Willis, Trudy Willis, Melba 
Abernathy, Wanda Smith 
and Laura Yelton. They in· 
vite you to bring your dinner 
and. join in the fellowship! 

Nine new books have been 
added to the Bear Creek 
Memorial Library, report 
librarians Kay Sparks and 
Annette Duncan. 
A love offering for the 

upkeep of our cemetery has 
been received from Mrs. 
Winnie Sparks. 
"Thank You" notes for 

graduation Bibles have been 
received from Dale Sparks 
and Stacey Blackburn. 

A note of appreciation to 
Bear Creek Church Family 
has been received from the 
family of the late Willard 
Buchanan. They remain in 
our thoughts and prayers. 
Our sincere sympathy, 

love and prayers are extend 
ed to the family of Mrs. 
Nellie Buchanan who went to 
be with the Lord on June 4. 
Mr. Johnny Gouge and Mr. 

150th year .for 
·Bear Creek 

The Bear Creek Baptist 
Church was organized in the 
year 1830, 146 years ago, and 
is one of the oldest in the 
state. It was in 1830 that a 
small group of Mitchell 
County pioneers, realizing 
the great need of a Church 
building, erected, in what 
was then a wilderness, the 
first Bear Creek Baptist 
Church. In 1861, the year 

Church elected their first full 
time pastor, Rev. Edd Bur 
nett. The present pastor of 
the Church is Rev. Gwyn 
Sullivan, under whom much 
growth is evident! 

Construction on the pre 
sent building was started in 
July 1958 and completed in 
July 1959. The building con 
sists of the Sanctuary, which 

Pictured is the congregation of the second Bear Creek 
Baptist Church taken about 1893. 

Mitchell County was formed, 
a term of superior court was 
held in the building. This log 
Church served the succeed 
ing generations until 1891 
when a frame building was 
erected and used for both 
Church and School purposes. 
In the Church yard sleep 
many of the pioneers by 
whose labors and spiritual 
guidance the Church was or-. 
ganized and the first home 
built. In 1926 a modern build 
ing in design and structure 
and several large class 
rooms were built and is still 
used today as departments 
and class rooms. In 1953 the 

will seat approximately 500 
people, plus departments 
and classrooms. The first 
Worship Service in the new 
building was held July 5, 
1959. 
W.M.U. work began in 

1954, with Mrs. Edd Burnett 
as Director. Since then it has 
grown until now we have 
Mission Friends, GA's and 
YWA's, and Brotherhood. 
Do join us this Sunday, 

June 22, for our 150th anni 
versary, with regular wor 
ship service and then dinner 
on the ground at 1 p.m. - 
Bring your lunch and join the 
fellowship! 

Bill Henline will meet this 
Saturday, June 21, 2 p.m., 
with all the men who will 
help them set up tables, 
chairs, etc. 
The nominating com- 

mittee met Sunday, June 15, 
5 p.m. Those serving in this 
group are Mrs. Helen Miller, 
Mrs. Sena Mae Gouge, Mr. 
Howard Turbyfield, Mr. 
George Miller, and Mrs. 
Shirley Wiggins. 
Those serving their master 

as ushers last Sunday were: 
Phillip Jarrett, Roger Lee 
Willis, Jimmy Stamey, Den 
nis Johnson, Jerry Duncan, 
Scotty Sparks, Robert Ste 
wart, Vann Duncan, Dean 
Duncan. 
Ladies serving him by 

caring for our "little ones" in 
the nursery were: Ilene 
Burleson & Mildred Bu 
chanan, Vessie Willis & 
Marie Jarrett. 

Drought 

over 

BY JOYCE BOONE 

. . The Lord shall open ... the 
heaven to give the rain unto 
thy land in His season. . . 
neut. 2s:12. 

Twenty - eight days with 
out rain; but God promises 
us there is a time for all 
things! The past two days 
came and he opened the low 
hanging clouds and blessed 
the dry earth with welcomed 
glorious downpours. It was 
so wonderful to see rain 
drops splattering into pud 
dles J to hear them pelleting 
on our rooftop, to know they 
were satisfying our yearning 
earth. 
Sleeping roof gutterings a 

woke as they over· flowed, 
sending sputtering streams 
of refreshment into parched. 
ground and forgotten crevic 
es. Flowers seemed to reach 
their petaled arms heaven 
-ward, drinking in the long 
awaited, life force. Creek 
banks, with flooding rims, 
rejoiced in their fullness with 
harmonious ripplings of "My 
Cup runneth over!" 
Glistening blades of green 

stood straight and proud.al 
lowing the crystal droplets to 
slide from their dry tips to 
their thirsty roots below 
While writing, I viewed a 
cottontail rabbit, a ground 
hog squirrel, chickens and 
various other birds (all 
wearing a rainsoaked coat). 
In his own way, each seemed 
to be in a mood of happy, 
grateful celebration! They 
were thanking him for this 
time of rain. 
We thank you too, Father 

for you know just the time 
and season to provide all our 
needs. 

First Baptist Log 
Father's Day is a special Congratulations to Philip Our cnurcn has an As- tion and commitment that 

time to honor all the men of Frye who has been selected sociate Member plan where- the office demands. 
our church. The Youngest as "Ourstanding Citizen of by any person who is a Happy Anniversary to the 
Father proved to be a tie the Year" by the Mitchell member of another Baptist following couples married 
between Charles Canipe and County Chamber of Com- Church of like faith and or- during the month of June: 
Doug Brooks. The Fathers merce. der, and who resides in or Gary and Mitzi Young, Jerry 
with the Most children pre- Our sick are: Stormy near Spruce Pine for a good- Lee and Diana Buchanan, 
sent were Jack Boone, Dale Taylor, Bernice Pittman, ly portion of each year, may James and Frances Johnson, 
Duncan, Raymond Lee, and Fletcher Phillips, Tony request affiliation with this and Horace and Elaine 
John Schortinghouse. The Thompson, Mary McKinney, church on an Associate Camp. 
Oldest Father was tied with Jean Hall, Norma Duncan, membership basis. Those A Boys Camping Trip is 
Denver Kelly and Earnest Annie Burleson, Cordie presenting themselves for planned for Grades 1to6, on 
Ross. Gortney, and Howard Hen- Associate membership will 'June 27th. Several men have 
Our Vacation Bible School line. be received by vote of the volunteered to go with the 

was honored with an avera Our 5th and 6th Grade church, and shall be expect- boys and our pastor. 
Our Vacation Bible School V.B.S. class baked cookies ed to actively support the 

was honored with an average and shared them with the total church program. 
of 145 children each day last folks in the rest home in the Happy Birthday to the fol- 
week. There were 90 children Snow Hill Community. Ruth lowing: Rene Taylor and 
who had perfect attendance. Parsley, Edna and Laure Mary Lou Woody. 
We are grateful for the out- Seelbinder, and Sandy Led- A Deacons' Interpretation 
standing teachers and work- ford were the leaders of this Meeting was held on Monday 
ers in our V.B.S. Frances group. John Gortney drove night, for the purpose of ac- 
McKinney was honored with the bus for the group as well quainting those men nomi- 
a Certificate of Appreciation as for the week. nated by the church family 
for serving as Secretary of We welcome the following with the following Deacon 
V.B.S. for 27 years. members into our church responsibilities: The Mini- 
Our Minister of Music, Os- family: Gigi Cox, Stephanie stry of the Deacon today, 

car Horrell, led music class- Schortinghouse, Leland and The importance of full - time 
es in the Valley Haven Bap- Vermelle Bryan, Doyle Gun- service, The Family Mini- 
tist Church, in Avery County ter, and Lois Gunter. stry Plan, and The Dedica- 
this week. 

.. Remember in prayer: We 
are grateful these who have 
been in the hospital recently 
are home recuperating: 
Mrs. Alice Sparks, Mrs. 

Edith Stewart, Mr. Bobby 
Buchanan, Rev. Clarence 
Buchanan, Miss Brenda 
Young, Mr. Ray McKinney, 
Mrs. Alice Buchanan. 

Continue to remember 
these in your prayers along 
with our Sick and Shut - in's 
and other relatives of our 
church family. 
Mr. Merritt Sparks, 3915 

Durham Street, Raleigh, 
N.C. 27601, (Surgery last 
week in Rex Hospital, Ra 
leigh) (Brother of Emma 
Lee, Milia and Vessie). 
Mrs. Mary McKinney, 

N.I.H.,Center, 10 East, Beth 
esda, Maryland, 20014. (Sur 
gery last week and will have 
more surgery in two weeks.) 

Weekl_y Devotions PROMISES TO YOU FROM GOD 

A Community Task Force 
will convene on Thursday 
night, June 26th, at 7:30 
p.m., at the First Baptist 
Church, to explore alternate 
places and ways for our 
young people to meet and 
share. Young People will 
want to be present for input 
and help explore all alter 
nates. 

· Come visit with us and 
help us help others. 

Churches 

represented 

in drill 

On Saturday June 7, a 
group of twelve children and 
one youth were involved in 
the Regional Childrens' 
Bible Drill and Youth Speak 
ers' Tournament in Hender 
sonville, N.C. These youth 
came from six of our Mis 
sionary Churches in Mitchell 
County. In order to qualify as 
a participant each must have 
scored highly enough in the 
church drill, then the As 
sociational Drill. We are 
very proud of all the youth 
who took part in this work at 
any level and we were very 
thrilled with those who ad 
vanced to Hendersonville. 
The Childrens' Bible Drill 

and Youth Speakers' Tourn 
ament is an area of work in 
Bible skills and knowledge 
which is made possible 
through the Church Training 
Department of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. We be 
lieve it is a very wonderful 
and worth - while work! 
We commend those who 

advanced to Hendersonville 
to the Regional finals. The 
following were the persons 
who advanced and an period 
indicates that the persons 
was a winner. In the Child 
ren's Bible Drill were. Elisa 
Biggerstaff, . Kimberly 
Reese, . Mitchell Warren, . 
Steve Burleson, . Debbie 
Johnson, . Tommy Pendley, 
Jennifer Stamey, . Lori 

Buchanan, . Julie Pitman, 
.loretta Moser, . Martha 
White, & . Ruth White. Our 
participant in the Youth 
Speakers' Tournament from 
Mitchell Baptist Association 
was Tammy McClellan. 
Thank you young folks for 

a fine job and hard work in a 
very worthy cause! 
Baptist Churches rep- 

resented by these young 
people were: Mt. Carmel, 
First Baptist, Bear Creek, 
Beaver Creek, Pine Branch, 
~erry Chapel. I/ _ - 

GROWING OLD 
The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 

Exodus 14: 14 

Do you want to avoid growing old? Then you will have to die 
young. The only other thing left to do is to enjoy growing old. 
I enjoyed recent visits to our Spruce Pine and Bakersville 

Nutrition Centers. It was good to see arthritic fingers busily 
engaged in "Crafts." It was great to see major and world 
issues being discussed and settled in small table talk. 
I am reminded of Psalm 92:14, "They shall bring forth fruit 

in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing." Our Senior Adults 
are to be admired for their work and attitude in those growing 
old years of their life. 
Did you know nearly 20 per cent of the population of Mitchell 

County is 60 years or' older? With advanced Medical and 
Science Technology, the lifetime of Senior Adults will be 
lengthened. Our parents and we ourselves will be here longer 
than any of our forefathers. 
It is good to see our Senior ditizens staying busy: working in 

gardens, clean house, learning new crafts or hobbies, making 
new friends, and being faithful to their c.iurch, Being old does 
not give anyone the license to be crabby, bossy, or hard to get 
along with. 
Oh, it is such a joy to see our Senior Citizens happy, laughing, 

and loving, even in difficult circumstances or sick, much less 
the good times. 

For the Lord thy God is a merciful God; He will not forsake 
thee ... 

Dent. 4:31 

Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. 

Matt. 7:7 
But Christ is all, and in all . 

Col. 3:11 
And there shall be no night there ... for the Lord God giveth 

them light: and they shall reign forever and ever. 
Rev.22:5 

I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the 
desert. - 

Isaiah 43:19 
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

Psalm 126:5 

Chestnut Grove Baptist 
Church News 

THOUGHT - TO- CARRY: God has a purpose for each of us 
at every age bracket. Sunday, being Father's 

Day our pastor Rev. Homer 
Murdock Jr. brought a spec 
ial Father's day message 
entitled "An Ideal Father 
and a Typical Son" taking 
his text from St. Luke 15: 12. 
After the worship service our 
annual election of church 
officers was held. Lets re 
member to pray for them as 
they begin to take office in 
August. Sunday afternoon 
we had a baptismal service 
and the following were bap 
tized, Roger & Faye Bur 
nette and Kenny McHone. 
On Sunday evening the 

Lord really blessed. In our 
regular singing with singing 

by some of the members of 
our church & the testimony 
of several people of ''why 
they loved Jesus." 
This week our church will 

be having Bible School from 
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. each 
night. Let's not forget to 
pray for our sick and shut- in 
and especially those who do 
not know Jesus Christ. 
Join us next Sunday for 

Sunday School beginning at 
9:45 a.m. Our lesson title is 
"the Prophet Habakkuk" ta 
ken from Habakkuk 1: 1-4. 
Our worship service begins 
at 11 a.m. Everyone is 
Welcome at Chestnut 
Grove! 

Rev. Jim Mizell, Pastor 
First Baptist Church 
Spruce Pine, N.C. 2JJ777 

Singing LeFev.res 

"Sold out to Jesus", an evangelistic singing team 
from Micaville, N. C., will be in concert ministry at Pine 
Branch Baptist Church this Friday night at 8:15 p, m. in 
donjunction with their vacation Bible school family night. 

The Ridgeview Presbyter 
ian Church in Red Hill will 
present the gospel singing 
group Uncle Aff and the 

Singing Le Fevers Saturday 
at 7:30 p.m. 
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Bear Creek Baptist Church celebrated its annual S.S. High 
attendance Day on Sunday, October 26, 1980. The pastor, Rev. 
Gwyn Sullivan, shared, "Despite the time change and much 

sickness, there were 237 persons who worshiped God in Sunday 
School this past Lord's Day at Bear Creek." 

/ / Photo By Wayne Ward 

Bear Creek Baptist News 
Sunday was a great day at 

Bear Creek. Prior to the 
morning worship service, 
everyone gathered in the 
churchyard to have pictures 
taken by Wayne Ward. 
Wayne also took pictures of 
those attending church 
Training Union Sunday eve 
ning. Our hearts were 
blessed as we heard the chil 
dren's choir, led by Karen 
Duncan, sing Sunday morn 
ing. Wendy Miller did a 
beautiful job with her solo, 
"Through it all", which she 
dedicated to Ms. lena Willis 
on her birthday. The sermon 
on stewardship was de 
livered by our guest speaker, 
Rev. James McQuere, who 
works for the North Caroliila 
Baptist Foundation of the 

Baptist State Convention. On 
Sunday night Rev. McQuere 
presented a movie to the 
church on wills and spoke to 
us about the importance of 
making Christian Wills. 
A new book, "A friend is 

someone special", was r~ 
cently added to our church 
library. It was given by 
Shirley Pittman in memory 
of Mrs. Juanita Sparks on 
her birthday, October 5. 
Our deacon of the week is 

Mr. Howard Turbyfill. 
Hospitalized this week 

are: Mr. Jack Gouge, and 
Mrs. Margie Buchanan. 
Join us at 9:45 a.m. for 

Sunday School and at 10:50 
a.m. for joint worship ser 
vice. All are welcome at 
Bear Creek where everyone 
is somebody and Jesus 
cl:hrist is Lord! 
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Special November Events 

Bear Creek Church· 
Great things are taking 

place at Bear Creek Baptist 
Church. God is providing us 
with beautiful weather and 
spiritual blessings. We praise 
His name for all of His won· 
derful blessings. Our people 
came out to Sunday School 
this past Lord's Day 283 strong 
and we had a wonderful wor 
ship service with the Bear 
Creek Quartet and Adult choir 
No. 1, providing the special 
music. The pastor's morning 
sermon was .on "Jesus The 
Christ and The Prophet 
Jonah". Jesus affirmed the 
truth and fact of the life and 
experience of Jonah and said 
that his experience was a sign 
pointing to the fact that Jesus 
Himself would spend three 
days and three nights in the 
heart of' the earth and then 
would come forth in victorious 
resurrection, just as Jonah 
was vomited up on the sandy 
beach of the sea and was more 
alive than ever before. 
Sunday evening we had a 

good number in Church 
Training for study and during 
the evening worship service 
the Adult Choir No. 2 and Miss 
Denise Burleson presented the 
special music. The pastor con 
tinued his teaching and 
preaching from the book of 
Hebrews, chapter nine. Next 
Sunday night he will bring a 
message from the tenth chap 
ter. 
We are hearing many 

favorable comments from our 
shut-ins concerning the work 
and ministry of our children 
and youth IDISSIOn 
organizations: the Acteens 
and the Girls in Action groups. 
They have been going into the 
homes of some of our aged and 
shut-in members and 
ministering to them in various 
ways. Truly this is a real 
blessing to those who render 
this ministry as well as to 
those who receive it. We want 
to commend the leaders and 
members of these 
organizations . for involving 
themselves in this kind of 
loving work for Jesus. May 
God continue to bless you as 
you serve others in His strong 
name. 
Brother Jesse Buchanan, a 

long time member, deacon, 
teacher and leader at Bear 
Creek Church is in the 
Asheville Memorial Mission 
Hospital, seriously ill. Words 
cannot tell how much we miss 
him when he is unable to at· 
tend chutch. He has been such 
a blessing to so many of us and 
we pray God's blessing upon 
him and his dear family. We 
would like to ask all Christians 
who read this article to 
remember him in your prayer 
each day. 
Our church will observe 

"Ministerial Education Day" 
on Sunday, November 16, and 
will have a young ministerial 
student from Mars Hill 

College as our morning 
speaker. The Bear Creek 
Youth Choir will provide the 
special music for the service. 
The Mitchell County Baptist 

Association will hold its an 
nual "M" Night service at our 
church on Tuesday night, 
November 18, beginning at 7 
p.m. Rev. Maurice Cooper, 
director of the church training 
dept. of the N.C. Baptist State 
Convention will be the keynote 
speaker. The subject of his 
message will be "Building 
Blocks to Maturity." We will 
also have a Church Training 
Fair which will display all the 
various kinds of materials and 
programs that are now 
available to churches for 
training in church member 
ship. The public is invited to 
attend this special service. 
The Primitive Quartet is 

scheduled to be at our church 
on Thursday night, November 
20, and will present a special 
program of gospel music. We 
are looking forward to a full 
house on that night, so plan to 
come early so that you can get 
a seat. 
Yes, great things are hap 

pening at Bear Creek Baptist 
Church and we invite you to 
come and worship and study 
God's Word with us each 
Lord'sday. }/ 
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Church 
Bear Creek Baptist Church Highlights 

Sunday was a very beauti 
ful day to worship the Lord! 
Rev. Gwyn Sullivan deliv 
ered a challenging message 
on tithing. The adult choir 
No. 1, led by Harry Lee 
Pittman, ministered to us in 
song. Our special music was 
provided by Miss Rhonda 
Gouge with the songs, "Time 
for Jesus" and "Praise Your 
Holy Name". Rhonda is in 
the process of recording a 
tape of songs written by her 
self and Joyce Boone with 
the help of _the single adult 
class. When completed, this 
tape will be presented to the 
church library to be used 
in the church's tape _ minis- 

try, directed by Virgil Mur 
dock, Jr. 
Sunday night we continued 

our study in the book of Heb 
rews with chapter 9, verses 1 
- 22. Our music was pre 
sented by the adult choir no. 
2, the Bar Creek quartet, and 
Mrs. Carolyn Diemer, who 
was visiting from Lynch 
burg, Virginia. 
We certainly enjoyed our 

revival services held last 
week at tne church. We are 
very grateful to Rev. Vernon 
Buchanan for his ministry to 
us. 
The church has recently 

organized the Royal 
· Ambassadors for boys in 
grades 1, 2, and 3. Mr. and 

Mrs. Addie Greene will be 
their counselors, with meet 
ings held each Wednesday 
night at 7:00 p.m. 
Our Deacon of the week is 

Mr. Cea! Sparks. 
Our prayers go to the ones 

in the hospital this week. 
These are Mrs. Margie Bu 
chanan and Mrs. Ruth Ellis. 
We will be observing huge 

attendance day Sunday, Oc 
tober 26, so join us at 9:45 
a.m. for sunday school and 
at 10:50 a.m. for joint wor 
ship service. 

All are welcome at Bear 
Creek where everybody is 
somebody and Jesus Christ 
is Lord! 



(See Notes Other Side) 

2. Name lf changed. Date of change _ 
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6. Type of Church; General Baptist, Particular, _ 

Separate, Regular, ,.,,ther, _ 

7_. Is the church by either name listed in Convention Annual in 1959 or 1960? 
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Bear Creek Baptist Church 
Begins Autumn Revival 

This past Sunday was a sad, 
but wonderful day at Bear 
Creek Baptist Church. 
It was a wonderful day 

because we began our fall 
revival meeting, with Rev. 
Vernon Buchanan as our guest 
preacher. It was a sad day 
because of the death and 
funeral of a very precious 
young mother and daughter of 
our church family, Mrs. Ella 
Jean McKinney. I trust that 
you will continue to pray for · 
Mr. and Mrs. James McGee 
(the parents) and Ella Jean's' 
husband and daughter. 
Rev. Buchanan preached 

two mighty powerful, moving 
sermons that must have 
touched everyone's heart, 
during the Sunday services. 
We are looking forward to this 
week of revival meetings in 
our church and would like to 
invite all our members and 
friends to plan to attend every 
service possible. There is 
special singing each night by 
individuals, groups, and or 
choirs. 
Brother Buchanan grew up 

in our church community and 
is back home this week 

preaching to relatives, friends 
and neighbors. God has raised 
up this man of God to be an ef· 
fective preacher of His Word. 
You will want to come out and 
enjoy these revival services 
with us. 
We still have a number of 

our members who are sick;" 
some of whom are still in the 
hospital. Continue to pray for 
Charlie Norman, Brown Nor· 

man, Teague Stewart, Quince 
Hughes, Howard Turbyfill, 
James McGee, Mrs. Larry 
Ellis, Mrs. Herbert Buchanan 
and others that we might not 
know about at the time of this 
writing. 
If you are looking · for a 

church home, come and visit 
with us at Bear Creek where 
everybody is somebody and 
Jesus Christ is Lord. 
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Bible Study Each Sunday 

Bear Creek Church 
God's Holy Spirit is at work 

in the hearts of His people at 
Bear Creek, and for this, we 
are truly grateful! The 
refreshing winds of revival 
swept through our church 
family last week as we 
gatliered each night for 
singing, praying, preaching 
and christian fellowship. Our 
hearts were challenged, in 
spired, and blessed with the 
preaching of God's Word by 
our visiting preacher, Rev. 
Vernon Buchanan. He is 
faithful to the preaching of 
God's Word and for this, we 
are thankful. 
Sunday morning, our pastor 

preached on the patterns, or 
different levels of giving that 
is found in the New 
Testament: Some give ab 
solutely nothing; some give 
legalistically; some give 
hypocritically; some give a 
tithe; some give sacrificially; 
and some give all. It was a 
tremendous joy to see so many 
of the people in the 
congregation respond to the 
invitation making a commit 
ment or renewing their com 
mitment to give at least a tithe 
(one tenth) of their income to 
the Lord through the Bear 
Creek Baptist Church. It is 
obvious that some of our 
members give more than a 
tithe of their income each 
week to the support of our 
church. They are the richer 
for the doing of it. 
Our . Sunday school atten 

dance was up considerably 
this past Sunday and we are 
glad that so many of our 
people love to come and 
engage in weekly Bible study 
with their friends and brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Do you 
meet with anyone for weekly 
Bible study? If not, let me in 
vite you to come and join us 
for Bible study each Sunday 
morning at our church. We 
have a place for everyone and 
we have a place and class for 
you! · 
The pastor resumed 

preaching through the book of 
Hebrews this past Sunday 
night with an interesting 
message from the ninth chap 
ter which concerned Jesus 
Christ as the perfect sacrifice 
for man's sins. He is our 
Saviour and our High Priest 
and what a wonderful Saviour 
Heis! 
This coming Lord's Day, 

Rev. James McQuere, from 
the N.C. Baptist Foundation, 
will be our guest speaker for 

both services. He will preach 
Sunday morning and show a 
film Sunday evening concer 
ning the importance of 
making out a will. He will also 
provide free assistance to 
anyone who would like to have 
help in making out a will. 
Come and join us in worship 

and Bible study each Sunday 
at Bear Creek Baptist Church 
where everybody is somebody1 
and Jesus Christ is Lord. fl 
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Sunday was a great day to 
worship the Lord! We enjoy 
ed hearing the Adult Choir 
and the solo by Durl Pitt 
man. Rev. Sullivan's ser- 
mon, "The Message of the 
Church," was taken from 

. Mark 16:15-16, 19-20. 
Sunday night special testi- 

monies were given by two of 
the men of our church; Carl 
Buchanan on "What The 
Bible Has Meant to Me" and 
Leonard Wiggins on "The 

- Rewards of Being a Bible 
Teacher." Our guest speaker 
of the evening was Rev. 
James Hartsell, who is lead- 

ing us in our Bible Venture 
Campaign this week. We 
appreciate the work Rev. 
Hartsell has done in helping 
us to build a bigger and 
better Sunday School. 

Our deacon of the week is 
Mr. Virgil Murdock, Jr. 
The Annual Singing Con- 
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Bear Creek Baptist highlights 
vention for the churches of 
the Mitchell County area will 
begin at 3:00 pm on Sat., 
Sept. 20 and 2:00 pm on 
Sunday Sept. 21 at Mine 
Creek Baptist Church. 
Hospitalized this week are 

Mrs. Wanda Smith, Mr . 
Tommy Huskins, Mrs. Mar 
gie Buchanan and Mr. 

Emmitt Ellis. 
Join us at 9:45 a.m. for 

Sunday School and at 10:50 
a.m. for joint worship ser 
vice. 

All are welcomed at Bear 
Creek where everybody is 
somebody and Jesus Christ 
is Lord. 



150th yellr .for 
/ Bear Creek 
The Bear Creek Baptist 

Church was organized in tile 
year 1830, 146 years ago, and 
is one of the oldest in the 
state. It was in 1830 that a 
small group of Mitchell 
County pioneers, realizing 
the great need of a Church 
building, erected, in what 
was then a wilderness, the 
first Bear Creek Baptist 
Church. In 1861, the year 

Church elected their first full 
time pastor, Rev. Edd Bur 
nett. The present pastor of · 
the Church is Rev. Gwyn 
Sullivan, under whom much 
growth is evident}. 

Construction on the pre 
sent building was started in 
July 1958 and completed in 
July 1959. The building con 
sists of the Sanctuary, which 

will seat approximately 500 
people, plus departments 
and classrooms. The first 
Worship Service in the new 
building was held July 5, 
1959. 
W.M.U. work began in 

1954, with Mrs. Edd Burnett 
as Director. Since then it has 
grown until now we have 
Mission Friends, GA's and 
YWA's, and Brotherhood. 
Do join us this Sunday, 

June 22, for our 150th anni 
versary, with regular wor 
ship service and then dinner 
on the ground at 1 p.m. - 
Bring your lunch and join the 
fellowship! 

Pictured is the congregation of the second Bear Creek 
Baptist Church taken about 1893. 

Mitchell County was formed, 
a term of superior court was 
held in the building. This log 
Church served the succeed 
ing generations until 1891 
when a frame building was 
erected and· used for both 
Church and School purposes. 
In the Church yard sleep 
many of the pioneers by 
whose labors and spiritual 
guidance the Church was or 
ganized and the first home 
built. In 1926 a modern build 
ing in design and structure 
and several large class 
rooms were built and is still 
used today as departments 
and class rooms. In 1953 the 

_,Sprucft Piae·Trj-County News 
'st: Paul's Review 
Sylva Herald 
Tabor City Tribune 
Taylorsville Times 
Troy: Montgomery Herald 
Valdese News 
Wadesboro: Anson Record 
Wadesboro: Messenger & 

Intelligencer 
Wake Forest: Wake Weekly 
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The pastor and members 
of Bear Creek Baptist 
Church would like to express 
congratulations, to all the 
young men and women who 
are graduating from High 
School this year. 
Members of our church 

who graduated this past 
Monday night were: 
Mitchell High .. Stacey 

Blackburn, Carla Buchanan, 
Donna J. McKinney, William 
Ellis, Jeffrey Pittman, Dale 
Sparks, Mark Woody. 

·'Mountain Hertiage • 
Charles Capps. 
Each of these were pre 

sented a gift Bible from the 
church. 
FIVE GREAT SUNDAYS 

OF JUNE 

We are planning for the 
month of June to be one of 
the greatest months in the 
life of our church this year! 
During the month of June 

we are promoting a Sunday 
School Program of Outreach 
so that we can experience 
five fabulous Sundays • in 
our Attendance! Sunday, 
June 22 is set as Decoration 
Day and Homecoming Sun 
day, celebrating our 150th 
Anniversary. June 29 is de 
signated as the High Atten 
dance Day for the month. 
Each Sunday will be spec 

ial because we will be taking 
pictures and giving special 
recognition to different age 
groups each Sunday. The 
weekly schedule of recogni 
tion is as follows: 
June 1 - Preschool and 

Children Recognition Day." 
These Departments will be 
leading the way with record 
attendance! 
June 8- "Youth and Single 

, Adult Recognition Day." 
These Departments will 

set the example for Adults in 
building record attendance! 
June 15 - "Adult Recogni· 

tion Day." All adults will be 
leading the way in record at- 

tendance! 
June 22 - "Decoration Day 

• Homecoming." 150th Anni· 
versary • Families, friends, 
and loved ones will gather 
for a record attendance in 
Sunday School and Worship. 
June 29 - "Senior Adult 

Recognition Day." High At· 
tendance Day in All Depart· 
ments, All Senior Adults, 60 
years of age and above will 
be given special recognition - 
Bring your Senior Adult lov 
ed ones! 
All Sunday School Officers 

and Teachers are asked to 
make weekly visits to mem 
bers and prospects during 
the month of June! 

A letter from : Mrs. Lillian 
McKinney Bell (daughter of 
Aunt Ellen Fortner). 
I want to inform you of 

Mother's change of address. 
Mrs. Ellen W. Fortner, Rm. 
no. 215, Hill Haven Convale 
sant Center, 91 Victoria Rd., 
Asheville, N.C. 28801. 
Mother is in a wheel chair 

now most of the time and 
doesn't seem to be upset by 
being here, we the family of 
Ellen, are so thankful for 
Bear Creek Chruch, and the 
many, many friends she has 
in the community. We ap 
preciate all the lovely cards, 
notes, and the many things 
the church has done for 
Mother over the past years. 
Continue to remember the 
whole family in your pray 
ers. 
Congratulations to ... 

Larry and Rita Snyder on the 
birth of a daughter, Kandra 
Jaylene, born May 12th, 1980. 
You are invited t.Q, a ProJ) • 

In Household Shower for 
Vicki Willis on Saturday, 
May 31, from 7 • 9:30 p.m. at 
Bear Creek Church Parson 
age; given by friends. 
A new book was added to 

our Library last week. Mo 
ments of Decision - Given in 
loving memory of Mrs. Ellie 
Duncan by her family. 

The Adult Choir and the 
Children's choir blessed our 
hearts this past Sunday! 
Those serving the Lord as 

Church Ushers last Sunday 
were: Phillip Jarrett, Roger 
Lee Willis, Jimmy Stamey, 
Dennis Johnson, Jerry Dun 
can, Sammy Presnell, Arth 
ur Greene, Daniel Pitman, 
David Jarrett. 
Ladies caring for our "lit 

tle ones" in the nursery 
were: Amy Duncan and Jill 
Blackburn, Louise Buch 
anan and Janie Yelton. 
All Vacation Bible School 

Workers - We will have a 
General Faculty meeting for 
all V.B.S. Workers, Tuesday, 
May 27, 7 p.m. All workers 
are encouraged to be pre 
sent. Bring your materials, 
please! 
Any person who is int· 

erested in working V.B.S. 
but has not been enlisted is 
asked to please attend. 
Absent from the Body ... 

Present with the Lord is our 
Sister Juanita Sparks, who 
passed from this life to be 
with Jesus, May 17th. Our 
love, sympathy and prayers 
are with Buster and Pam. 
Remember in prayer - 

Those who are in the hospi 
tal: Spruce Pine Community 

Hospital, Spruce Pine, N.C. 
28777 - Mrs. Nellie Buchanan 
Mrs. Edith Stewart, Mr. Ad 
die Ledford. 
V.A. Hospital, Oteen, N.C. 

- Rev. Willard Buchanan. 
The ones who are recuper 

ating at home and all our 
sick and shut - in's. 
Mrs. Linda Trivett, 181 

Elm St., Spruce Pine. (This 
is Lizzie Buchanan's daugh 
ter). 
Mr. Emmett Ellis, St. Jos 

eph Hospital, Asheville, N.C. 
28800. 
Miss Brenda Young, Rt. 3 

Bakersville, N.C. 28705. ' 
Join us this Sunday, 9:45 

a.m. for Bible Study and 11 
a.m. for joint worship serv 
ice. You are always welcom 
ed and loved at Bear Creek 
Baptist Church! 

Bear Creek Baptist Church 
Cemetary will be the scene 
of a glorious homecoming, as 
the church family along with 
hundreds of expected visit 
ors celebrate the church's 
150th Anniversary on June 
22. 
Organized in 1830, Bear 

Creek is one of the oldest 
churches in the state, with 
many changes evident since 
this 1940 photo was taken. 
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Departments Recognized Sunday 

Bear Creek Baptist Church News 
Sunday we recognized our 

Youth and Single Adult Depar 
tments in our church. Our 
Youth Director is Mrs. Nina 
Stewart, and her assistant is 
Mr. Jim Buchanan. Pianist is 
Miss Pam Sparks. Teachers 
are Mrs. Carolyn Sullivan 
(away at the S.B.C.), Mr. 
Buster Yelton, Mrs. Myrtle 
Ruth Grindstaff, Mr. George 
Miller; and assistants are 
Mrs. Linda Pittman, Mr. 
Virgil Murdock, Jr. 

(vacation), Mrs. Kate Willis 
(away), and Mr. Jim 
Buchanan. Our Single Adult 
Director is Miss Nancy Pit 
man. 
We appreciate all these 

teachers and their pupils and 
what they mean in the life of 
our church. 
In the worship service we 

were blessed first by the 
singing of our Preschoolers 
under the direction of Mrs. 
Louise Buchanan 'and Mrs. 

Marcella Miller; secondly by 
our Adult choir with Carl 
Buchanan directing, and our 
Special Music by Brother Sam 
Capps-"Beyond the Gates." 
In the absence of our pastor, 

Rev. Sullivan (away at the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
in St. Louis, Missouri) we 
were privileged to have Rev. 
Hugh Borders, Director of 
Missions for our Association. 
Rev. Borders brought a 
challenging message to us as 
adults from John 21: "Lovest 
thou me more than these?" 
"Feed my sheep". Sunday 
night, Rev. Byrl Presnell 
challenged our hearts with a 
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message from Psalm 51: 
"Cleanse Me." 
We were glad to have Miss 

Kelly Stone, summer worker 
for our Association, visiting us 
with Rev. and Mrs. Borders 
Sunday morning for the 'wor 
ship service. 
It was so good to have Rev. 

Jeff Willis back in church 
Sunday and able to teach his 
Sunday School class. 
Our sincere sympathy, love 

and prayers go to the family of 
Mrs. Nellie Buchanan, who 
passed away last Wednesday. 
Wednesday night, our G.A. 

girls with their directors 

blessed our hearts with their 
program on Missions. We are 
grateful for these and the 
work they do. 
We look forward to this 

coming Sunday. First, our 
pastor and Mrs. Sullivan will 
be back from the Convention. 
We will be recognizing all our 
Adult Departments in Sunday 
School and then recognize our 
youngest and oldest "Father". 
A great day in the Lord is 
planned. 
If you do not have a church 

home, we welcome you to 
come worship with us at Bear 
Creek! /I 
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and shut-ins at home. 
LWRA\lY BOOKS 

There are a lot of new books 
in the church library, given in 
memory and love. We want to 
take this opportunity to say 
"Thank you" for all the in 
terest shown in our library. 
For all of you who place books 
in love, honor, and memory of 
your loved ones. 

June 15, 5:00 p.m. in the Con 
ference Room. All members 
are asked to be present. Mrs. 
Helen Miller, Mrs. Sena Mae 
Gouge, Mr. Howard Turbyfill, 
Mr. George Miller and Mrs. 
Shirley Wiggins. 

TUESDAYS IN JUNE 
The Tuesdays in June are 

special days! All deacons, 
Sunday School officers and 
teachers are encouraged to be 
involved in weekly visitation. 
Visit absentee Sunday School 
members and prospects and 
all new folks who have moved 
into our community. Let's 
reach out and bring in many 
people for weekly Bible Study 
and worship on =» 

Tuesda.rs In June Are Special 

Bear Creek Baptist Church News 
We thank the Lord for all 

:mt' Children and their 
wotkers. These departments 
ure did lead the way with at 

~emiance Sunday. We had 88 
pr~ent in these departments. 
re4chers of the departments 
ar~as follows: Nursery, Jean 
Wi.P.,is and Mary Lou Willis; 
Pri!kchool Dept.-Linda Ed 
war'ds, Joyce Greene, Amy 
DUlican, Winnifred Bridge; 
Preschool Dept. (2)-Dottie 
Stmney, Jeannie Burleson, 
,a~a Yelton; Children Dept. 
No· 1-Gladys Duncan, Trudy 
Willis, Emma Lee Buchanan, 
Dol'is Pitman; Children Dept. 
1~0:; 2-Shirley Higgins, Betty 
Bl~kburn, Beth Miller, Er 
nest Buchanan. 
t\,'tso class teachers and 

"ls~\stants, Sue Pittman, 
Shifley Wiggins, Danny Willis, 
AlfiJed Woody for the 8-9 year 
ol~l_ Veronica Pitman, Rhon 
da Gouge, Ernest Buchanan 
ncf'Mike Young for the 10-11 
year olds. 
We are looking forward to 

oufDecoration, Homecoming 
amt: 150th Anniversary Day, 
coming the 22nd of June. ,,. 

Everyone is invited to attend 
and bring dinner. The church 
will furnish drinks, plates, 
napkins, forks, cups and 
bread. Please make plans now 
to come and join us in a day of 
Worship and Fellowship l 
Our pretty sanctuary 

flowers Sunday were placed in 
the church by Mrs. Queenie 
Abernathy in memory of her 
husband, Earl, who went to be 
with the Lord one year ago. 
Our sympathy, prayers and 

love are extended to the Rev. 
Willard Buchanan family. 
Our pastor, Rev. Sullivan 

will be away at the Southern 
Baptist Convention June 5-14. 
Rev. Hugh Borders will bring 
our message Sunday morning, 
June 8, and Rev. Byrl Presnell 
Sunday night. 

REMEMBER THE SICK 
In Spruce Pine Community 

Hospital: Mrs. Alice Sparks, 
Mr. Bobby Buchanan, Mrs. 
Nellie Buchanan, Mr. Ray 
McKinney, Mrs. Alice 
Buchanan. Mrs. Mary McKin- 

. ney is in the N.l.H. Center, 10 
East, Bethesda, Maryland 
20014. Remember all out sick 

We welcome you by the 
library on Sunday morning, 
9: 15 a.m. to view all the books 
and to check some out to take 
them home to read. Kay 
Sparks and Annette Duncan 
are church librarians. 

ATI'ENTION!! 
A meeting of the 

Nominating Committee has 
been scheduled for Sunday, 
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Bear Creek Baptist Highligh» 
• As we observe Associational Emphasis Week in our church 
. ' May 19 - 25, let up pray daily for the work and ministry of 
• ; Mitchell County Baptist Association, it's Director, Rev. High 

Borders, and his staff and offer's of the Association. 
Rev. Borders, since becoming the Director of Missions for 

our Association, has led the work in a remarkable manner. 
He has been able to organize and staff effective Associa· 

tional programs that have ministered greatly to cooperating 
churches in our Association. 
Let me encourage all the members of our chruch to pray 

each day for Brother Borders, his staff and all the other 
officers of the Mitchell Baptist Association as they continue to 
minister to the churches and people of Mitchell County. 
Thanks, Hugh for the good, solid leadership that you are 

providing for our Associaion. We love and appreciate you and 
your family! You can depend. upon the prayers, love and 

· support of Bear Creek Baptist Church. 
Sunday proved to be a great day in the Lord as we met fc;>r 

Bible Study and Worship. It being 'Mother's Day, we gave 
special recognition to all Mother's present and presented gifts 
to Mrs. zora Buchanan (the oldest mother present) and Mrs. 
Gary Hoyle (the youngest mother present). 
During the Baby - Parent Dedication service, two couples 

came presenting themselves and their babies in commitment 
to the Lord. They were: Mr. and Mrs. Gary Hoyle and baby 
Jeffrey; and Mr. and Mrs. Keith Buckner and baby Sandy. 
Our 5th and 6th grade boys and girls enjoyed a picnic last 

Sunday at the Spruce Pine Rec. Ear. Their teachers are 
Veroncia Pitman and Ernest Buchanan. 
Winners in the Revival Pastor. Contest were Vickie Wiggins, 

Richie Jarrett and Shannon Smith. · 
Congratulations, 1980 Graduates 

• Stacey Blackburn, Carla Buchanan, Donna J. McKinney, 
• William Ellis, Jeffrey Pittman, Dale Sparks; Mark Woody. We 

will be presenting Bibles to all these on Sunday, May 25, 1980. 
The newest books added to our Memorial Library are: THE 

POSITIVE POWER OF CHRIST - In love and honor of Rev. 
and Mrs. Sullivan on their birthday's in April. By: Joyce 
Boone. 
NO TIME TO WASTE,- In loving honor of Bradley Lewis 

Willis. By: Laura Yelton. 
KEEP THESE THINGS, PONDER THEM IN YOUR 

HEART - REFLECTIONS OF A MOTHER • Given in loving 
memory of Mrs. Elma Duncan on Mothers Day by her 
daughter, Mrs. Ruth Grindstaff. 
LOVING PROMISES - Given by Mrs. Nina Grindstaff in 

loving memory of her moither, Mrs. Lockie Pitman, on 
Mother's Day. 
Remember in Prayer - Those in the Hospital and the ones 

I 

who are going. 
Rev. Willard Buchanan, V.A. Hospital, Oteen, N.C . 
Mr. Mack Gouge, St. Joseph Hospital, Asheville, N.C . 
Mrs. Helen Jones, St. Joseph Hospital, Asheville, N.C. (This 

is a niece of Mrs. Myrtle Sparks). . 
Mrs. Texie Greene - Johnson City Eye Clinic, Johnson City, 

Tennessee. 
(Texie will check in Wednesday and have surgery Thurs- 

day). . 
Mrs. Nellie Buchanan, Spruce Pine Community Hosp., 

Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777. 

Family Night was May 21st. 
Mrs. Helen Miller, our W.M.U. Associational Director, was ' 

in charge of the program. . 
Mrs. Miller, attended the Key Leadership Conference at 

Ridgecrest last week. 
Ushers who served the Lord with their services last Sunday 

were: 
Alfred Woody, Brown Norman, Reed Burleson, Jim Bu 

chanan, Kenny Miller, Scotty Sparks, Robert Stewart, Vann 
Duncan, Dean Duncan. 
Ladies caring for the little ones in the nursery were: . 
Ilene Burleson and Vessie Willis, Ruth Turbyfill and Marte 

Jarrett. 
Thoughts on How to Use the Bible, God's Holy Word: 

READ It to be Wise! 
BELIEVE It to be Saved 
PRACTICE It to be Happy 

Join Us at 9:45 A.M. Sunday for Bible Study and 11 A.M. for 
joint worship service. You are always wanted and needed at 
Bear Creek Baptist Church where everybody is Somebody and 
Jesus Christ is LORD! 

W eeklv' Devotion 

A Pool or Crocodiles 
Much has been written about ethics in our day and time. 

Where do we draw the line on our ethics? 
Maybe the following story will tell us the essence of ethics. It 

seemed a wealty oilman in Texas built an olympic - size 
swimming pool and filled it with crocodiles. He was so 
delighted with it, he decided to have a christening party to 
which everyone for miles around was invited. While the guest 
were enjoying the party on the patio around the pool, the 
oilman announced over the public address system that if any 
unmarried young male would swim the length of the pool and 
survive the crocodiles, he would reward him with a choice of 
three things: a million dollars, a 10,000 acre ranch, or his 
daughters hand in marriage. 
No sooner had the oilman made the announcement when a 

young man hit the water. The churning between him and the 
crocodiles was nothing short of spectacular. But to everyone's 
utter amazement, moments later the young man pulled 
himself out at the other end of the pool without a scratch on 
him. . 
The oilman quickly ran to where the young man was 

standing. "I don't believe it; I just dont believe it!" There's no 
way anyone can survive that pool with all those crocodiles, but 
here you are with not a scratch on you. I don't believe it. 
Nevertheless, I'm a man of my word, and I promised you one 
of three things, so which will you have: a million dollars, a 
10,000 acre ranch, or my daughter's hand in marriage? 
Walking away, the young man said, "I don't want any of 

them, I really don't." 
Quickly the oilman grabbed him and holding him back, said, 

"Seriously, I'm a man of my word. I promised you a choice. 
Now which do you want?" 
"I don't want any of them," replied the young man, "All I 

sant is the name of the So and So who pushed me into the pool!" 
Oh what a good picture of ethics at work. The young man 

could not accept the reward because it never was his intention 
to be a contestant. His anger, Oh that would be another story. 
Thought - to Carry: What is your Ethic Level? 

Jim Mizell, Pastor 
First Baptis~ Church 

First Baptist Log 
Our church will be electing Deacons during the month of 

High School Graduation is a big event in the life of six of June for the new church year. Each member should prayer 
young people and parents. Our seniors are Robin Calloway, fully consider who they will nominate the first Sunday of June. 
Jacque Dobson, Tammy Griffith, Christy Jones, Darla Phil- Four older Children of our Church Training Dept. will be the 
lips, and Gina Phillips. The youth leaders served a delicious Associational Bibly :Drill Tournament this Week. Those four 
breakfast for our seniors and their parents. children are Ed Duncan, Stephanie Schorting • house, Kirk 
Five Baptist Student Union members from ASU called the Boone, Mitch Warren. Ann Schortinghouse has served as the 

"Dedications" presented a program of Music and testimonies main leader for these children. 
during Sunday School and the Worship Service. It was good to Many visitors (27) were in our worship services this past 
meet find Christian Young People from one of our State Sunday. Visitors are always a blessing to us and welcome to 
Supported Schools. · come. Newcomers have a special invitation to worship with us 
The Week of Prayer for Associations will be observe by Sunday. I/ . 

having as our guest speaker, our Director of Missions and J_.._ ......,~~----------- 
former Pastor, Rev. Hugh Borders. ,,, · 
Our sick are: Norma Duncan, Fletcher Phillips, Belle Fort 

ner, Jean Hall, Annie Burleson, Cordie Gortney, Brenda 
Burleson, Carol Pate's baby girl, John Gortney, .and Mary 
McKinney. 

Chesnut Grove 
Baptist Church 
We were privileged to have visiting with us Sunday Morning. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Richard Hipps. '· 
Rev. Hipps is a former pastor in our Association. He blessed 

our hearts with· a message entitled "Who Is The Owner?" 
Taking his text from St. Luke 19:29-4-0. 
Sunday night, our regular singing was held - we had with us 

the "Gospel Voices" from Tennessee. They truly blessed our 
hearts through the message of the gospel in song. 
Wednesday evening, Deane McKinney took charge of our 

prayer service leading us in the study of I Corinthians 13. 
Lets not forget to pray for the sick and shut - in and 

especially those who do not know Jesus Christ. 
Join us next Sunday for Sunday School beginning at 9: 45 a.m. 
Our lesson title is the Glory of the New Creation taken from 

Revelation21:1-7, 22:1-5. Our worship service begins at 11 a.m. 
Everyone Is Welcome At Chestnut Grove! 

Benefit Singing 
There will be a Benefit 

Singing Sunday night, May 
25, at Temple Baptist 
Church. 
A special love offering will 

be taken for the Tri • State 
Children's Home in 

Tennessee. Rev. Fred Potter 
is the moderator. 
Prayer room at 6:45, ser 

vices begin at 7:00. Rev. 
Luther Carver, Pastor ex 
tends a special invitation to 
everyone. 

Special Singing .. 

The LeFeuer Singers from 
Atlanta, Georgia, will ap 
pear in a special song ser 
vice at the Burleson Chapel 
Free Will Baptist Church in 

Green Valley on Sunday May 
25 at the 11:00 service. 
The public is invited to 

attend this service, announ 
ced Rev. Fred Jack Greene. 
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Prayer Rooms Were Important 

News From Bear Creek Baptist Church 
We were privileged to have 

_Rev. James Lambert, from 
Boone, N.C., for our Revival. 
All our lives were challenged, 

inspired, and blessed in each 
service. Many commitments 
were made. The Lord added to 
the church six precious souls, 
two by letter and four by bap 
tism. 
On Monday night we were 

blessed by the personal 
testimony of Brother Sam 

"Vance and the special music 
by the Christianaires. 
We are so grateful for our 

choirs and musicians who 
were so faithful each night. 
One of the most important 

and meaningful times during 
our revival was every Sunday 
School teacher leading their 
class in prayer at 7 p.m. each 
night. Everyone was given a 
mustard seed each night em 
phasizing Matthew 17:20: 
"Jesus said .... If you have 

faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto this 

mountain, remove hence to 
yonder place and it shall 
remove, and nothing shaU be 
impossible to you." 
On Monday night we had a 

count of 113 in the prayer 
rooms. 
We pray this revival will 

live on in each of our hearts 

and we will be true to our 
commitments and be Bold 
Witnesses for Jesus. 
This past Lord's Day was 

also a great day in our church. 
The Married People's Choir 
blessed our hearts in song. 
Our pastor, Rev. Sullivan, 
brought a most challenging 
and inspirational message to 
us as Mothers. 
At the close of the service, 

what a joy it was to see the 
front of the church filled with 
mothers committing them 
selves anew to the Lord as 
Mothers and their husbands 
and children joining them in 
giving support - in their com 
mitment. 
During the service our 

youngest and oldest mothers 
were recognized: The 
youngest, Mrs. Gary (Teresa) 
Hoyle, and the oldest, Mrs. 

Zora Buchanan, were presen 
ted gifts by the church. 
We also had a Baby/Parent 

Dedication, in which the 
parents dedicated themselves 
to the rearing of their child in 
the nourishment and ad 
monition of the Lord. These 
were: Mr. and Mrs. Keith 
Buckner (daughter, Sandy), 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Hoyle 
(son, Jeffrey). A rose was 
presented by the pastor to 
each child. 
Roses were taken to Mrs. 

Nellie Buchanan in the Spruce 
Pine Community Hospital in 
honor of her 103rd birthday 
Sunday. "Grandma" 
Buchanan is our oldest church 
member. 
We had three beautiful 

baskets of flowers in our san 
ctuary Sunday, placed there in 
loving memory of the 

following: Mrs. Clarence 
Buchanan (by Rev. Clarence 
Buchanan, Mrs. and Mrs. 
Perry Stamey and David, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Byrl Presnell 
and Sammy); Mrs. Mae 
Buchanan (by Ida, Veida and 
Margaret); Jerry & Elma 
Duncan (by Jack and Barbara 
Duncan). 
Sunday night, how we 

rejoiced when the four 
precious souls followed Christ 
in believer's baptism. 
A special "Thank you" 

should go to our custodian, 
Brother Byrl Presnell, for 
keeping our building and sanc 
tuary so clean all last week 
during our revival. 
If you do not have a church 

home, we would like to say you 
are always welcome at Bear 
Creek. Please come and wor 
ship with us anytime. JI 



To Have "01 
Fashion Day 
Bear Creek Baptist Church 

is having Old ~ Day, 
July 4. The congregation will 
be wearing long dresses and 
overalls - no ties - . Dinner . 
will be served after Church on 
the grounds of the Church - 
with old Fashion Foods of all 
kinds. All visotors are we}- 

JUL 1 1976 

- . " Snow Hiii: Standard t.acon«, 
Southern Pines Pilot 
Southport: State Port Pilot 
Sparta: Alleghany News 
Spring Hope Enterprise 
Spruce Pine: Tri-County News 

. au s ev1ew 
Sylva Herald 
Tabor City Tribune 
Taylorsville Times 
Troy: Montgomery Herald 
Valdese News 
Wadesboro: Anson Record 
Wadesboro: Messenger & 

Intelligencer 
Wake Forest: Wake Weekly 



BEAR CREEK BC, BAKERSVILLE (MITCHELL BA) HAS OBSERVED 

ITS lSOth ANNIVERSARY. SAYS IT WAS CONSTITUTED IN 

1830 by STEPHEN MORGAN. YOUR CARD SAYS CONST. 1844 
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Bear Creek To Hear - 
Lambert In Revival 
Rev. James Lambert will be 

the preacher in the Bear 
Creek . Baptist . Church 
Revival, the week of May 4-10, 
nightly at 7 p.m. 
Mr. Lambert lives in Boone, 

and is area Missionary for 
Western North Carolina. He is 
employed by the Baptist State 
Convention of North Carolina. 
James is married to the 

former Betty Jo Frazier of 
Eden. They have two sons: 
Steve (married) of Hickory; 
and Blake, a junior at Ap 
palachian State University. 
He graduated from Mars Hill · 
College, Wake Forest College, 
and Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
Brother Lambert has served 

as Pastor of five churches 
prior to coming to his present 
work of area Missionary. His 
last pastorate was the Mills 
Home Baptist Church, on the 
campus of the Baptist 
Children's Home, in 
Thomasville, North Carolina. 
Members of the church feel 

fortunate that Rev. Lambert 
will be with them, and are 

APR-1 0-8 O 

looking forward to bis coming. 
. They ask the prayers of • 
everyone . for him and the 
Revival. 'Everyone is asked tb 
attend the individual Sunday 
School Classes for prayer 
(prior to the services) at 7:00 
p.m. nightly. 

Baptist WMU Meeting 
At Mt. Carmel Church 
The Baptist Woman's An~ 

nual WMU meeting will be 
held at Mt. _ Carmel Baptist 
Church, Tuesday night, April 
15, at 7: 30 p.m. 
Our guest speaker will be 

Sarah Snell, missionary on 

furlough from Indonesia, who 
will challenge and inspire ~ 
to do more in the line of 
missions. 
Make your plans now to at~ 

tend this meeting. Everyone is 
welcome. // 



BAKERSVILLE - Gwyn 
Paul Sullivan of Bakersville 
received a master of divtnity 
degree in comrnercement ser 
viees at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Wake 
Forest. The son of Mr. and Mrs. 
T: Lee Sullivan of Lenoir, he is 
currently pastor of the Bear 
Creek B~tist Church in Ledger 
oonununi~ Mitchell County. 
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" "' THE PHOTOGRAPH above of Bear Creek Baptist Church whose membership has swelled considerably since 1950, is 
members was taken 30 years ago at the church. The church, planning a gla celebration for its 15oth anniversary on June 

~ ~ 22, with everyone invited to attend. 

· Decoration, Homecoming Planned 

Bear Creek Baptist Church News 
William Willis. Also Mrs, 
Juanita Sparks, Memorial 
Hospital, Room 222, Johnson 
City, Tenn. 37601. Remember 
Rev. Ed Burnette (former 
pastor) of Route 5, 
Elizabethton, Tenn. 37604. He 
may have heart surgery in 
Winston-saJ.em around the 1st 
of May. Will give more details 
later. 
The flowers placed in the 

church on Sunday, March 23, 
were in loving memory of 
Elma and Jerry Duncan by 
Mr. and Mrs. David 
Buchanan. The two Easter 
lilies, Sunday, March 30, were 
given by Margaret's Flower 
Shop. 
An original oil painting by 

local artist and art teacher, 
Patricia Glass, is now on 
display in the Church library. 

BY JOYCE BOONE like to encourage you to send 
. There's going to be a great them cards and visit with 
day in the Lord, June 22, 1980. them when possible. 
This is the annual Decoration Route 3, Bakersville, N.C. 
Day at Bear Creek Baptist 28705-Mrs. Leona Buchanan, 
Church. Our church was Mrs. Delia Buchanan, Mrs. 
established in the year 1830, Nellie Buchanan, Mr. and 
and this will be our 150th An- Mrs. Herbert Buchanan, Mr. 
niversary. · Frank Buchanan, Mr. and 
The church has voted to Mrs. Ira Buchanan, Mr., 

have this day as our Walter Buchanan, Mrs. 
Homecoming Day. We would Pauline Burleson, Mrs. Kate 
like for you to plan to be with Mae Carver, Mr. George 
us on this day, and invite all Conley, Mr. and Mrs. Phil . 
your friends and relatives to Duncan, Mrs. Margie Duncan, 
come also. We plan to have Mrs. Irene Ellis, Mrs. Myrtle 
our Sunday School at 9:45 and Hoyle, Mr. and Mrs. Addie 
the morning worship at 10:50, Ledford, Mrs. Rosie Pitman, 
followed by dinner on the Mrs. Annie Sparks, Mrs. 
ground. Everyone is invited to Nellie Sparks, Mrs. Delitha 
bring your dinner and all eat Turbyfill, Mr. and Mrs. 
together. The church will fur- Grover Willis, Rev. and Mrs. 
nish the drinks, plates, Jeff WilUs, Mrs. Shirley 
napkins and forks. Willis, Mrs. Addie Wilson, Mr. 
The afternoon will be left 

open to fellowship on the chur 
ch grounds and in the 
cemetery. Make your plans to 
be with us! " . 
Remember in prayer all our 

sick and shut-in's, We would 

If you wish to view this 
dramatic portrait of Jesus, it 
will be at Bear Creek Church · 
for3weeks. 
The Young Single Adult's 

Class went "Easter Caroling" 
Saturday, April 5, to the sick 
and shut-in. Then the group 
ate lunch together. Miss Nan 
cy Pitman is class teacher and 
Rhonda Gouge is class music 
director. 
Our present Sunday School 

enrollment is 430; this past 
Sunday's attendance was 279; 
tithes and offerings were 
$2,977.32. 
Fifteen new books were ad 

ded to the church's memorial 
library. This puts 2,070 books 
on the shelves. 
God blessed our church 

family with 167 persons at the 
Easter Sunrise Service and 
Fellowship Ham Breakfast. In 
the morning worship service 
we observed the Ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper. 
On Sunday night, Rev. Byrl 

Presnell delivered the 
message from God, as Pastor 
Sullivan was in Revival Ser 
vices at Berry's Chapel. 
Mrs. Martha Burleson, 

Children's Bible Drill leader, 
reports that 8 youngsters are 
taking part in the memory 
work drill. 
Join us this coming Sunday, 

April 13, 9:45 a.m., for Bible 
study in Leviticus 1:1to10:20, 
as we study right relationships 
between God and His people; 
worship service 11 a.m. // 
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~AGE EIGHT 

Church News 
Bear Creek Baptist Church 

Home Missions Graded Stu 
dies were last night, Feb. 20, 
7-9 P.M., with the following 
teachers· in charge: Pre 
school, Nancy Pitman; 
Younger Children, Veroncia 

· Pitman, Older children, Mar 
tha Burleson; Youth; Ethel 
Norman; Adults, Rev. Gwyn 
Sullivan. They did a splendid 
job with the theme, "Mission. 
Expansion in North Central 
States." · 
Girls, ages 6-11, meet each 

Wed. night, 7: 30, with their 
G.A. leaders Martha Burleson 
and Reva Willis. They have s · 
great time and do many fun 
things! 
Thanks to Mr. and Mrs. 

George Conley for the UVe 
offering they sent to the 
church. ,,. 
Letters of gratitude to the 

church have been received 
from Frank Buchanan, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ted Hall and the 
family of Mrs. Ella Stamey. 
Mr. Jim Moore recently vi 

sited Reba in the church of 
fice. He has recuperated nice 
ly from his heart surgery. Mr. 
and Mrs. Moore plan to wor 
ship with us one sunday in thr 
near future. 
Please remember in pra 

the sick, shut-in, and those i 
the hospital: Mrs. Marie Da 
vis, Mrs. Arthur Buchanan, 
Mrs. Lena Sparks, Mrs. Rosa 
Pitman, Mrs·. Melanie Ford, 
Mrs. Carla Anderson, Mrs. 
Lillie Young, Mr. Joe Har 
mon, Brown Silver, Juanita 
Sparks and Walter Buchanan. 
We are glad to know Brother 

Frank Buchanan continues to 
improve after having surgery. 
Love and prayers are ex 

tended to Mrs. Carrie Ed· 
wards and family in the death 
of her husband Hesby, "bo 
passed away recently. 
Ushers for this past sund1y 

were Leonard Wiggins, Sal\· 
my Ledford, Henry Boone, 
Paul Burleson, Kenneth Pit- 
man, Sam Presnell, Arthur 
Greene, Daniel Pitman and 
David Jarrett. Nursery work· 
ers were Ilene Burleson, Mild· 
red Buchanan, Vessie WilliS 
and Marie Jarrett. Each of 
these church members labor? 
for the Lord in these special 
areas of service. 
The church family hosted a 

hausehold shower for Mr. and 
~s Mike Young on Friday 
night, Feb. 15, at the parso 
mtge. 
~ork done. around the 

ctturch and also around the 
p4rsonage is greatly appre- · 
ciMed. Thanks go to Howard 
wnus, Alfred and Matthew 
Woody, Bobby Smith, Henry 
Boone, Richard Jarrett, and 
Teague Stewart for these im 
pr'ovements. 
Laugh and Learn: A Prea 

cber said: "Brothers and sis· 
ters, my sermon this morning 
will be about liars. Now, has 
everyone read the 3oth Chap 
ter of Matthew?" 

Half the hands in the con· 
gregation went up. 
"You're just the people I 

want to talk to," said the 
preacher. "There's no such 
chapter." Our hearts were 
blessed Sunday morning by 
the messages in songs of The 
Bear Creek Quartet (made up 
of Vessie Willis, Carl Buchan 
an, Virgil Murdock, Jr., and 
Ceal Sparks). Virgil's testi 
mony was also deeply touch 
ing. We thank God for their 

fine ministry! 
Mr. David Buchanan sang 

an inspiring solo on Sunday 
night. Thank you, David, for 
sharing your beautiful testi 
mony and talent with us as you 
serve the Lord. 
· Be with us this Sunday as we 
begin Division 7 in our Bible 
Study of Paul. This week our 
lesson is "Paul's Troubles in 
Jerusalem", as found in Acts 
21: 15 to 22:24. Join us at Bear 
Creek Baptist Church where 
you are needed and loved! 
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Multi-Purpose Avery Prison Chapel Dream Edges Closer To Reality 
The dream of chapel on the 

Avery County Prison facility 
grounds moves closer and closer 
to becoming a reality, according 
to prison chaplain the Rev. 

Homer Murdock. 
"We're within $6,000 or 

$7 ,000 of our goal," Murdock 
said, "and we're definitely going 
ahead with plans for construe- 

tion." 
Fund raising efforts began in 

July to collect the $60,000 
needed for the multi-purpose 
chapel. Half that amount, 
$30,00, was offered by the 
Episcopal Diocese of Western 
North Carolina as a challenge 
grant to be matched by other 
funds. 
"March I, is our projected 

groundbreaking date," Murdock 
said. The chapel would provide a 
place for the 17S inmates to at 
tend worship services, meet 
privately with the chaplain and 
Alcoholics Anonymous coun- 

selors, as well as to visit their 
families when bad weather 
makes it impossible to use the 
outdoor visiting area. 
Contributions for the prison 

chapel have come from churches, 
civic organizations, individuals 
and other sources over the past 
five months. Bear Creek Baptist 
Church recently made a donation 
to the cause, in memory of chur 
ch member, Sgt. Wade 
Buchanan, who worked as a 
guard at the prison unit. 
"We hope this will be an in 

centive to "others," Bear Creek 
pastor the Rev. Clyde Buckner 

explained. "And maybe 
somebody who gave some money 
six months ago is wondering 
what's going on now." 
"We're close to our goal, but 

we can still use contributions," 
Murdock said. "We're definitely 

going ahead with it.' 
Murdock, who serves the 

prison through tje Mitchell 
County Baptist Assrciation, said 
the Mayland Ministctial Alliance 
is working in conjmction with 
the North Carolina )epartment 
of Corrections/Di'ision of 
Prisons, on plans for !ie chapel. 
For more informaton on the 

chapel project, persons may con· 
tact Murdock at 76S-44i6 or 765- 
6955. Dave Hobson, assistant 
program director at the prison 
unit, is also active in the chapel 
project, and may be reached at 
765-4446 or 733-251 I. 

Checks Come In 
BUILDING A CHAPEL on the Avery County Prison 
Unit grounds is one project the members of Bear Creek 
Baptist Church want to help complete. Pastor Clyde 
Buckner, left, presents a check to prison chaplain 
Homer Murdock to help with construction costs. The 
check was given in memory of Sgt. Wade Buchanan, 
who served as a prison unit guard. 
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Bear Creek Baptist Church 
will be thett>catil5'ilf0r""an 

, Associational Church Training 
Conference on Sunday after 
noon, November 7, at 2:30 p.m. 
Ruth Prince, a Church Training 
Consultant with the Baptist State 
Convention .• will be present to 
lead the conference on ways to 
strengthen and improve a local 

church's Church Training1 
program, qr how best to begin or 
enlarge the Church Training 
program. 

Mrs. Prince will rernain in t 
area for a few days, and will 
available for individual c 
ferences with local chu 
leaders .. // 
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Bear Creek Bapilst'Brotherhood 's ... 

Mission To Flood Victims 
By BUI Lyerly 

(Editor's Note: In the 
followln11 story 1bout the 
selneanea of Bear Creek Baptist 
Church's Brotherhood, the nine 
men who made the trek to assist 
with the Oood rava11ed people In 
West IS.lcecf their 
names not be used. "II we use 
our names, people will praise 
us," one of them said. i•we want 
all the praise to be to God, for 
He led us there, be protected us 
and He made us undentand that 
our mission on Earth Is service to 
othen tbrouah Him." 

The Brotherhood of Bear 
Creek Baptist Church has retur-" 
ned from a mission which has 
made them fully realize the true 
meaning of Thanksgiving. of 
Christmas -- a meaning 'that 
many of us only vaguely under 
stand. 
Members of the Bear Creek 

Brotherhood were to loin mem 
bers of the Tri-County Baptist 
Association Brotherhoods to go 
to West Virginia and help in the 
area being ravaged by floods. 
They were all to leave on 

Thanksgiving night, but the Bear 
Creek Brotherhood left an hour 
earlier, planning to rendezvous 
with the others in Harrisburg, 
Va., later that night. But because 
they left early, the Bear Creek 
contingent did not hear of fur 
ther flooding and the warning to 
the rest of their Brotherhood to 
wait a day or two until the rains 
stopped, so the nine Bear Creek 

·men were there in some of the 
worst of it. · 
Although highway patrol 

troopers had blocked off the 
highways into Seneca Rock, 
W.Va., the Mitchell men were 
allowed to continue to North 
Fork Baptist Chapel there where 
they were greeted by Allan and 
Betty Newsted, Mission Service 
Corp. volunteers. 
"They took us to a farm to 

help with some repairs on farm 
equipment and to replace a 
motor in a farm truck," one of 
the Mitchell men reported. 

protect homes and goods as well 
as pitching in to try and get roads 
back in repair and assist in the 
evacuation of people. 
"On Sunday morning we 

made our way to North Fork 
Baptist Chapel to worship," the 

' group reported. "Here we saw 
many needs. The flood waters 
had been up to about six feet in 
side the church and they lost car-· 
pet, sheetrock, pews, hymn 
books, many other items. 
"But they praised God," the 

men reported, "The brick was 
still standing and the pastor gave 
a great message, even in all this 
despair: God still cares and loves 
us and will meet the needs of 
each one if they will sincerely 
ask. Prayer is the key that will 
open heaven's doors," the Bear 
Creek member said. 
"We saw death and destruc 

tion and heartbroken people," 
the men reported, "and we all, to 
a man, came away with the 
feeling of how good God has 
been to us, especially on this 

WEST VIRGINIA FLOOD DISASTER -- These were the scenes which greeted the 
Bear Creek Baptist Church Brotherhood when they drove to West Virginia on a 
mission to help flood victims. 
"The farm owner and his 

family could not understand 
why we had driven over 400 miles 
to come there to help," the man 
continued. "The farmer suffered 
allallY housands of dollars of 
damages," he said, "loss of 
equipment, loss of many cattle 
and sheep, but they were concer 
ned about our welfare and 
treated us very kindly," 
The Bear Creek men waded 

mud, rocks and flood debris in 
helping this farmer build fences 
which had washed away. 
At a motel in which the men 

were staying they met several of 
the local people whose homes 
had been devestated by the 
flood. 
At the farm where they were 

helping out, they met the pastor 
of the North Fork Baptist Chur 
ch who asked them to assist in 
some other areas, also heavily 
damaged. 
"We found homes where mud 

and water had washed through," 
the men reported, "and we 
began to pitch in to help put up 
sheetrock to repair their homes." 
The volunteers from Mitchell 

said that many other volunteer 
workers were there -- Red Cross, 
Salvation Army, all working to 
try and put peoples' lives back 
together. The National Guard 
was doing its part in helping to 

Thanksgiving night as we 
discussed it. We wondered at 
these people, so devestated in 
their own miseries, and how con 
cerned they were about our own 
welfare •. " 
The men labored in love -- love 

for their fellow man, love for 
their country and love for their 
God, and it was the best Christ 
mas present they could have 
given themselves, and it certainly 
was the best present they could 
have given the Christ Child, lying 
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Evangelist 
Leads Bear 

Evangelist Jim Harris of 
Salisbury, N.C. will lead 
Bear Creek Baptist Church, 
located at Rt. 3, Bakersville, 
N.C., in an Evangelistic Cru 
sade April 5-11 according to 
Rev. Gwyn P. Sullivan. Ser 
vices are scheduled daily at 
7:30 P.M. 
Mr. Harris brings to the 

Crusade the experience of 
twenty years in the pastor 
ate, having pastored chur 
ches with memberships from 
50 to 1700 members. He also 
has over four years of full 
time evangelistic work hav 
ing conducted over 100 cru 
sades from Alaska to the 
southern tip of California, 
and from the east coast to 
the west coast. He is also in 
volved in overseas evange 
lism as well as other means 
'of evangelistic outreach. 
The evangelist is an or 

dained Baptist preacher, and 
a graduate of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Semi 
nary in Fort Worth, Texas. 
He has a Master's degree 
from East Texas State Uni 
versity, and has completed 
some doctoral studies. He is 
married and the father of 
three children. 
Evangelist Harris has a 

firm conviction that the need 
for the 20th Century world is 
first century evanglism. lj 
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Baptist Highlights 
Sunday was a great day in 

the Lord at Bear Creek. This 
past Sunday night our regu 
lar fifth Sunday night singing 
was held at the Church. The 
visiting singers were the 
Gethsemane Quartet. 

The Church council met on 
Sunday, Nov. 30, to plan the 
church calendar for the 
coming year. The members 
of this council are Rev. 
Gwyn Sullivan, Johnny 
Gouge, Bill Henline, Virgil 
Murdock, Jr., Karen and 
Dean Duncan, Helen Miller, 
Lewis Willis, James Stewart, 
Carl Buchanan, Nora Nell 
Jarrett, and Veronica Pit 
man. 

The W.M.U. and Mission 
Action groups are observing 
week of prayer for foreign 
missions and the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering this 
week. They are meeting at 
7:30 p.m. 'each night, Mon 
day through Friday, for 

prayer. The Lottie Moon goal 
for the church is $3,500. 
On Wednesday night, Dec. 

10, the Acteens plan to have a 
Christmas party after their 
program. This group is in the 
process of choosing pen pals 
from other Acteen groups all 
over the United States. They 
fiave also set their Lottie 
Moon off~ring goal for $25. 
The Acteens are made up of 
girls 12 through 17 years of 
age and their leaders are 
Mrs. Reba Willis, Mrs. Essie 
Murdock, and Mrs. Eula 
Woody. 

Mrs. Carla Anderson and 
Mrs. Jeanne Burleson are in 
the process of preparing our 
Christmas program which 
will be presented at the 
Church on Sun. night, dee. 
21, at r:15 p.m. 

All are welcome at Bear 
Creek where everybody is 
somebody and Jesus Christ 
is Lord! 

ti 
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150 years (!.( seroitu; 

Bear(Creek Baptists celebrate sesquicentenn~~~•m•tery .and 
( 

A TALK WITH MY LORD. . . entering the large cool sanc 
tuary of Bear Creek Baptist ( BY JOYCE BOONE Church, I realize afresh that 
I am in your presense, Lord. 
The quietness and reverance 

Lord, as I stand on this i-,-.?.: " of this place soothes the soul 
grassy, rolling knoll, and f~el '. ~., ...... '-' ~-.._:·· .::,._ and strengthens the weary. 
breezes from low - hanging ··::y0 - ....._ ~ ~"');~ . c.._. Down through the years, 

silver clouds, I know I'm in a ..c-o~· ~~I!~~~ ....... i~~·~-r~~·:i,~~~. ~-~..:.,many people have said that special place. ~ :.k -.. :,..-"--:-:;. ~ ·- · they could strongly feel the 
As I gaze up into ocean~&(.,.. Holy Spirit's power when 

blue skies and raise. my~~-~~- they entered this sanctuary; 
arms toward golden ribbons"->~:::;:;:: :r:::::=:-~!Q.. it is true. 
of sunshine, I realize I'm c)~Y.f.f _ _:. Hundreds have worshiped 
standing on Holy Ground. c y;·~. you here today, God. (Man is 
And you know, Father, I ~,. still seeking you in 1980, just 

believe you have been here as they did 150 years ago.) I 
at Bear Creek Baptist 1830-1891 guess Bear Creek Baptist 
Church since its humble be- Standing here, J see evi- . Church Community looks a. 
ginning in that tiny, rough dence of a newly paved whole lot different to you 
log cabin back in 1830. parking lot. Also, lovely land than it did back in 1830. 
As I stand in the lower scaping has recently added But you know, Father, we 

back section of Bear Creek new warmth to the church's humans are the same (even 
Cemetery, an old church handsome appearance. tho' much progress has been 
member tells me I'm not far The neat, clean, well-kept made and the world is mov- 

. - from where that cabin stood, grounds says much for the ing a lot faster these days). 
___ • . ...- from 1830 till 1891. pride of its people. We still need your love and 

In 1891 a frame building You know, Lord, I believe forgiveness. We hunger for 
was erected at the location there has to be your mighty your leadership and pres- 
where visitors now enter the spirit among this church ence. It is still necessary that 
gate closest to the church. family. The outward ap- you be the Master of our 
My friend points to that area pearance of Bear Creek lives, if we are to live more 
far across the grave yard Baptist Church and her vast abundantly. 
and I gaze (from here to cemetary and grounds Just as it has always been, 
there) upon the hundreds of (which completely cover this you are the only way to 
flower strewn mounds where hilltop flat) stands evidence eternal life. Only by accept- 
lie precious, sweet Christian to the fact that what goes on ing you by faith as God's Son, . 
pioneers Uy whose labors inshle~his church and inside can we be saved. It was your· 
and spiritual guidance Bear her people is proof of your precious blood, shed for us 
Creek Baptist Church was 150 years of Holy guidance while we were yet sinners, 
organized and built. and blessings. that makes us wholly ac- 
In 1926 , Lord, you permit- Mingling with the hund- ceptable, cleansed as white 

ted a large modern brick reds of people who are saun- as snow. 
building to be erected. Today tering through the grave- Yes, many things have 
that structure is used for yard, I head for the far-end changed during this one and 
offices, departments, the of the cemetery and the a half centuries, but, Lord, 
nursery, library, classrooms church building itself. I'm so thankful that you are 
and restrooms. As I reach the crest of the still the same .. yesterday, 
From the far end of the hill, Lord, I pause to rest and today and tomorrow! Mighty 

cemetery, where I'm sta~d- enjoy yeur many creations. . is your presence here, God! 
ing, I'm viewing that build- . the people (babies to cen- Truly, we praise you, 
ing, as it is today, connected turians ), the love, the color- Father, for great and mighty 
to the newest section of the ful flowers, the . swaying things you have done for and 
church, which was construe- shade trees, the old blue through Bear Creek Baptist 
ted 1958 - 59. mountains (which seem to Church since 1830! 
In this newest part of the huddle around this peak in Until your' second coming, 

church is the Sanctuary, proteetve adoration of the our prayer is for new and 
(which seats approximately churehand its people), and continued outpourings of 
500 people) plus additional those "1to have been laid to your Holy Spirit. We thank 
departments classrooms and rest. you Lord ... AMEN. 
restrooms. 
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Sear Creek Baptist 
C!lurch _ The history as told 
bY Aunt Nellie Buchanan, 
oct. 23rd, 1979, at the ho~e 
of her daughter, Glenme 
fflolll ield) Gunter. A~ 
Nellie says at this time she is 
one hundred-two and 6 mos. 
old She is an amazing alert 
pe~son and very wonderful to 
know. She is a great 
Christian woman. 

In Loving 

Memory of 

Mrs. Nellie 

Buchanan 
1926-1959 

She said she and Aunt 
Sarah Bartlette have talked 
about the old church many 
times. It W(!S built she says 
at the foot of the hill right 
over there from where 
Robert Duncan lived, in the 
woocts, and she said the old 
folks always told her, that 
t})ere wasn't any church 
around here anywhere, and 
said all the old rnen, Uncle 
starling Sparks (father of 
Anderson Yates), Uncle 
Stephen Sparks, (father of 
Merritt, Dewey, Arby, Ru- 

ben, Dont, Ace, & Milt & 
Aunt Sarah Bartlette). 
Grandpa Buchanan, and o~d 
folks like that took their 
axes and saws and went out 
in the woods and chopped 
down some trees and bu~t 
them a little hut and called It 
their church, and it had a 
..dirt floor and they covered it 
With boards, and they never 
had no window in it only cut 
out one little hole. They c~t 
down these trees and split 
open chestnuts and they bor 
ed holes in them each one 
like that ends, and set them 
around the walls and made 
their seats, and when the_y 
made a fire they made it 
down on the ground here and 
when they covered the roof 
they left a hole for the smoke 
to go out, and when they h~d 
to have a fire, they had a big 
log heaped right · in the 
middle of the floor, down on 
the Iirt, and people would be 
sitting all around. Aunt 
Nellie says she can remem 
ber that little old church 
standing there. 
Well the next church that 

was ever built was on the 
hill, where Rev. Charlie Ellis 
is now buried, near front of 
cemetery, and where the 
pulpit was in this church, 
and right along here some 
big old trees stood, and they 
built one little boxed house 
there. It was just one little 
room, and this was the next 
church she went to upon 
Bear Creek, and they finally 
built another and she says 
she can remember them 
building two more up there 
til they built this last church 
that we have. She says she 
can remember everyone and 
where they built them, they 
just sorta boxed them up, not 
like the churches now. 
Some preachers she re 

member, old preacher John 
athan Duncan, Uncle Step- 

1891-1926 
hen Greene, and ~harlie 
Ellis and says' Charlie _tend 
ed the church a long time. 
She says they always went 

to church no different ~ow 
rainy or cold or snowm~. 
The went right on and it 
never nurt them. She says 
she remembers Fate Bu 
chanan (preacher) and that 
is who her son Fate is named 
after, she remembers him 
mighty well. 
She says at this time she is 
people made their living at 

home on the farm says she 
was born at Bakersville 
and moved out to the Flat 
Rock when she was a little 
girl and lived there till ~er 
daddy died. Her mother died 
at ner house and she took 
care of her. Her father was. 
Issac Steward and her 
mother a Burleson raised in 
Tennessee. Her daddy was a 
Methodist preacher and she 
was raised a Methodist, and 
after Aunt Nellie's daddy 
died, her mother had no 
where to go to church, and 
she carne to Bear Creek and 
wanted to join. And she says 
her mother and her were 
baotized together by John 
athan Duncan down near 
where you start to Penland, 
below where her son Fate 
now lives. 
She did not know how Bear 

Creek got it's name. 
She remembered when 

there were hardly any hous 
es at Bakersville and 2 or 3 at 
Spruce Pine. 
she remembered when ~he 

was saved and baptized with 
her mother. 
she can quote the 88th 

chapter of Psalms - the last 
chapter her daddy ever read 
before he died. 



BEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
1830-1980 

BY: JOYCE BOONE 

TRI-COUNTY NEWS, J 
~\ 

6, rnao PAGE 11 

150 Years o] serving 
High on a hill there's a story told. 
of Bear Creek Baptist Church that's very old. 
God has led it thru' trials. shouting. and tears; 
He's called it His own for 150 years. 

From a rough log cabin ( 1830) without any floors, 
Which was also a school (with no windows or doors l, 

·To a white framed building ( 1891 ), more members to hold, 
From hearing the word preached true and bold! 

With God's Spirit moving ( 1926), a brick structure was built on 
the crest, . . . . . ; 
Preacher Charlie Ellis leading Christians on to give their best· 
Thirty-three years ( 1959) past; sever had preached that God's 
Son is alive; · . 

· Bear Creek Church was again enlarged with membership at 
695! 

Today His Spirit is reigning strong, 
High on this hilltop among His throng! 
Without his guidance, it could not have endured; 
The church wouldn't have grown 'nor its members matured. 

To stroll thru' the graveyard of almost 2,000 graves; 
To hear the choir 'a singing that the blood of Jesus sa.ve~; 
To listen to Brother Gwyn's messages of Jove and conv1ctmg 
power 
Also assures us God has been here every hour! 

When you see the smiling faces and you feel a warm embrace, 
And you're helped thru' all your troubles, no matter what the 
case 
case; . 
When you feel the prayer power coming from the friend to 
whom you speak, 
Then, you thank God for the 150 years He's led at ole' hear 
Creek! 

The Rev. Byrl Presnell Pastor 
of Children's Church, deaeon, 
and church 

Phe Rev. Clarence Buchanan, 
Jtastor Emeritus 

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST 
CHURCH HISTORICAL 
SKETCH 

The Bear Greek Baptist 
Church was organized in the 
year 1830. Rev. Stephen 
Morgan was pastor. The log 
church served the succeed 
ing generations until 1891 
when a frame building was 
erected. In the year 1926 a 
modern building in design 
and structure and several 
large classrooms were built 
and is still' used today as an 
educational building, 
Church Library, two Offices 
and pastor's study. The pre 
sent sanctuary and educa 
tional building was complet 
ed in 1959. The first worship 
service being on Sunday, 
July 5, 1959, Rev. Edd Bur 
nett, Pastor. The sanctuary 
will seat approximately 500 
people. 
The cemetery is maintain 

ed by the Church. Rev. Byrl · 
Presnell serves as our Care 
taker and Custodian. He 
spends many, many hours 
making, this one of the pret 
tiest and neatest burial plots 
in the county. We have ap 
proximately 1750 graves, a 
mong which four of our for 
mer pastors are laid to rest: · 
Rev. J.W. Duncan, Rev. 
Charlie Ellis, Rev. Julius 
Henline and Rev. Anderson 
Sparks. 

- Pastors serving the 
Church since 1830 are as 
follows: Rev. Stephen Mor 
gan - 1830; Rev. Stephen 
Collis; Rev. Landon Greene; 
Rev. Stephen Greene; Rev. 
J.W. (Jonathan) Duncan - 
1904; Rev. Fate Buchanan; 
Rev. A.F. Anderson) 
Sparks - 1915 - 1917; Rev. 
M.L. (Molton) Buchanan - 
1917; Rev. J.Y. (Yates) 
Sparks - 1919 - 1921; Rev. 
C.G. (Charlie) Ellis - 1921 - 

I 

The Revs. Gwyn Sullivan, 
Hu~h Borders, and Ro~ard Buchanan 

1928; Rev. J.H. (Julius) 
Henline - 1928 - 1929; 1930 - 
1932; Rev. Clarence Bu 
chanan - 1932 - 1941; Rev. 
M.L. Ross - 1941 - 1942; Rev. 
J.H. (Julius) Henline -1942 - 
1946; Rev. Hobart Glass - 
1947 - 1949; Rev. Dayton 
Jones -1949 - 1954; Rev. Edd 
Burnett (First full time pas 
tor) - 1954 - 1959; Rev. Joe 
Pitman - 1960 - 1962; Rev. 
Vernon McAbee -1962 - 1966; 
Rev. Norton P. Craig - 1966 - 
1978; Rev. Gwyn P. Sullivan 
- 1979. 
Our present Church mem 

bership is 695. 

. · . .. ~:· . . 

1959 - 

Buddy Sparks and 
Rev. Gwyn Sullivan 

The Tri- Count.r Sta.ff, along 
vith these fine merchants, wish 

to extend warmest 
conl{ratulations to Bear Creek 

Baptist Church on their 
150 Anniversary. 



- CLIPPING SERVICE 
1115 HILLSBORO 

RALEIGH. NC 27603 
TEL. (919) 833·20J.9 

MlTCHEl JOURNAl 
SPRUCE PINE, N. C. 

APR-10-80 

·'-'' 

THE PHOTOGRAPH above of Bear Creek Baptist Church 
members was taken 30 years ago at the church. The church, 

whose membership has swelled considerably since 1950, is 
planning a gla celebration for its 150th anniversary on June 
22, with everyone invited to attend. 

Decoration, Homecoming Planned 

Bear Creek Baptist Church News 
BY JOYCE BOONE 

There's going to be a great 
day in the Lord, June 22, 1980. 
This is the annual Decoration 
Day at Bear Creek Baptist 
Church. Our church was 
established in the year 1830, 
and this will be our 150th An 
niversary. 
The church has voted to 

have this day as our 
Homecoming Day. We would 
like for you to plan to be with 
us on this day, and invite all 
your friends and relatives to 
come also. We plan to have 
our Sunday School at 9: 45 and 
the morning worship at 10:50, 
followed by dinner on the 
ground. Everyone is invited to 
bring your dinner and all eat 
together. The church will fur 
nish the drinks, plates, 
napkins and forks. 
The afternoon will be left 

open to fellowship on the chur- · 
ch grounds and in the 
cemetery. Make your plans to 
be with us! 
Remember in prayer all our 

sick and shut-in's. We would 

like to encourage you to send 
them cards and visit with 
them when possible. 
Route 3, Bakersville, N.C. 

287Ga-Mrs. Leona Buchanan, 
Mrs. Delia Buchanan, Mrs. 
Nellie Buchanan, Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert Buchanan, Mr. 
Frank Buchanan, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ira Buchanan, Mr. 
Walter Buchanan, Mrs. 
Pauline Burleson, Mrs. Kate 
Mae Carver, Mr. George 
Conley, Mr. and Mrs. Phil 
Duncan, Mrs. Margie Duncan, 
Mrs. Irene Ellis, Mrs. Myrtle 
Hoyle, Mr. and Mrs. Addie 
Ledford, Mrs. Rosie Pitman, 
Mrs. Annie Sparks, Mrs. 
Nellie Sparks, Mrs. Delitha 
Turbyfill, Mr. and Mrs. 
Grover Willis, Rev. and Mrs. 
Jeff Willis, Mrs. Shirley 
Willis, Mrs. Addie Wilson, Mr. 

William Willis. Also Mrs. 
Juanita Sparks, Memorial 
Hospital, Room 222, Johnson 
City, TeM. 37601. Remember 
Rev. Ed Burnette (former 
pastor) of Route 5, 
Elizabethton, Tenn. 37604. He 
may have heart surgery in 
Winston-8alem around the 1st 
of May. Will give more details 
later. 
The flowers placed in the 

church on Sunday, March 23, 
were in loving memory of 
Elma and Jerry Duncan by 
Mr. and Mrs. David 
Buchanan, The two Easter 
lilies, Sunday, March 30, were 
given by Margaret's Flower 
Shop. 
An original oil painting by 

local artist and art teacher, 
Patricia Glass, is now on 
display in the Church library. 

family with 167 persons at the 
Easter Sunrise Service and 
Fellowship Ham Breakfast. In 
the morning worship service 
we observed the Ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper. 
On Sunday night, Rev. Byrl 

Presnell delivered the 
message from God, as Pastor 
,Sullivan was in Revival Ser 
vices at Berry's Chapel. 
Mrs. Martha Burleson, 

Children's Bible Drill leader, 
reports that 8 youngsters are 
taking part in the memory 
work drill. 
Join us this coming Sunday, 

April 13, 9:45 a.m., for Bible 
·study in Leviticus L:l to 10:20, 
as we study right relationships 
hotw .. •>n God and His peo le; 

If you wish to view this 
dramatic portrait of Jesus, it 
will be at Bear Creek Church 
for3weeks. 
The Young Single Adult's 

Class went "Easter Caroling" 
Saturday, April 5, to the sick 
and shut-in. Then the group 
ate lunch together. Miss Nan 
cy Pitman is class teacher and 
Rhonda Gouge is class music 
director. 
Our present Sunday School 

enrollment is 430; this past 
Sunday's attendance was 279; 
tithes and offerings were 
$2,977.32. 
Fifteen new books were ad 

ded to the church's memorial 
library. This puts 2,070 books 
on the shelves. 
God blessed 

1 
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