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Beck's Baptist Church, located 
at 5505 Becks ChurCli Road in 
Winston-Salem, will be hosting 
The Imperials in concert on Fri 
day, June 5, at 7:30 p.m. 

This concert is free and open to 
the public. A love offering will be 
taken. 
For more information, call the 

church office at 924-2178. 
The Imperials have celebrated 

34 years of ministering the gospel 
through recordings, TV and per 
sonal appearances all over the 
United States and in many coun 
tries around the world. 

The Imperials have been 
awarded four Grammy Awards 

and 17 Dove Awards. They've 
been "Group of the Year" eight 
times and continue to have songs 
on the top ten radio charts. 
The Imperials focus their minis 

try on the church body. They ap 
pear in churches of all denomina 
tions. Armond, Dave, Steve, and 
Barry are licensed ministers. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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Beck's Hispanic Mission 
celebrates independence of 
Latin American count.ries 
Viva independence. 
At least 80 people attended Celebration of Freedom on Sept. 19 at 

Mission Bautista Hispana Beck's - the Hispanic mission at Beck's 
Baptist Church. 
The celebration included flag-waving, educational displays, music, 

arts and crafts, ethnic food, dance and meditation. 
"It was meant to be a celebration ... to honor those who shed their 

blood and gave their lives so we could have freedom," said Rev. Galo 
Maldonado, the minister of Beck's Hispanic mission. "We also 
remembered that Jesus did the same thing so that we could be free." 
The celebration recognized freedom fighters in Mexico, El 

Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Guatemala and Chile. 
Fifty to 60 Hispanics and 25 to 35 Anglos attended the celebration. 

Many of the Anglos were from the American church at Beck's 
Baptist. Neighbors and people from several other churches were 
among those who attended. 
Maldonado said that the American Church at Beck's Baptist had 

invited the Hispanic Mission to attend the July 4 celebration, so the 
mission decided to invite the American church to the Hispanic inde 
pendence celebration. Thes~ countries gained their independence in 
the early 1800s. Many of the countries celebrate their independence 
each September. 
By inviting Anglos to the celebration, the Hispanic Mission hopes 

to promote better understanding of each other's cultures, Maldonado 
said. 
"We had a good time. We had flags for all the Central American 

countries blowing in the wind. It was beautiful," Maldonado said. 
"We plan to make it an annual thing and to make it about the same 

time," he said. 
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Hoops of Hope comes to Beck's 
By ~ee Boyd shared the· Gospel with the South Africa later in the year. 
Weekly Independent children and talked to them Fuqua said that the goal of 

about the importance of God in Hoops of Hope is "to use bas 
their lives. ketball camps and exhibitions 
Later, the church youths par- to share the Gospel and to 

ticipated in three-on-three bas- reach out to youth." 
ketball tournaments. And his program is conta- 
About 120 people attended gious. Christian schools all 

the event at Beck's Baptist over the country have been fill 
Church. ing up Fuqua's calendar, and 
Brent Fuqua started the with planned trips overseas, 

Hoops of Hope outreach. pro- Fuqua will be busy in 1999. 
gram in 1996. Since then, he Fuqua now lives in Colorado 
has taken his basketball and Springs, Colo. While he was in 
Gospel exhibition overseas to town for the Hoops for Hope 
several countries, including exhibition at Beck's Baptist 
Mongolia and the Philippines. Church, he stayed with his 

more. He is preparing to go to mother, who lives in Rural 
After the exhibition, Fuqua Trinidad in a few weeks and Hall. 

WINSTON-SALEM 
Children of Beck's Baptist 
Church combined their basket 
ball skills with the word of God 
Saturday, Jan. 16. 
The church sponsored a visit 

from Rural Hall native Brent 
Fuqua, founder of the Hoops of 
Hope organization. 
Fuqua put on a basketball 

exhibition for the church's 
youth. The exhibition included 
ball spinning, dribbling tricks, 
trick shots, juggling and much 
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BECK'S BAPTIST CHURCH 

5505 Becks Church Road 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

Pastor - Paul Wonders, Jr. 
Minister of Education - Edwin F. Ludolf 

Minister of Music and Youth - J. Clif Arnold 

Morning Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

Centennial Sunday May 25, 1980 

Organ Prelude 

Choral Call to Worship 
"Hallelujah For the Cross" 

Invocation 

Mrs. Frank Burge, Organist 

The Church Choir 
McGranahan 

Hymn 33 "To God Be the Glory" 

Rev. Denny Turner 

Crosby 

Words of Welcome to Our Visitors 

Announcements for the Day 

Historical Moments 

Introductions and Greetings 

Hymn149 "God of Our Fathers" Roberts 

Rev. David Boaz 

Rev. Edwin Vaughan 

Funk 

Rev. William Poole 

Barry Bauguess 

The Church Choir 
Mills 

Scripture Reading 

Morning Prayer 

Hymn 383 

Offertory Prayer 

Special Music 

Ministry in Music 
"Thou Art Worthy" 

Message 

"How Firm a Foundation" 

Trumpet Solo 

Rev.Paul Wonders, Jr. 



Hymn 382 

Spoken Benediction 

Choral Benediction 
"Ye Shall Be Witnesses" 

Organ Postlude 

"My Faith Looks Up to Thee" Palmer 

"Blest Be The Tie" 
The Church Choir 

Organist 

Afternoon Worship Service 
2:00 p.m. 

Instrumental Prelude 

Ministry in Music 
"That's Why We Are Beautiful" 

The Youth Choir 
Doig 

Hymn 425 "Heaven Came Douin" Peterson 

Hymn 324 "Higher Ground" Gabriel 

Invocation Rev. Vernon Frank 

Special Music "Ten Thousand Years" The \1en's Quartet 

Message 

"Precious Memories" 
(Gene Cromer, Clif Arnold, Scott Phillips, Gilbert Bowles) 

Rev. Edwin Vaughan 

Greetings From Oldtown Baptist Church - Pilot Mountain Baptist Association 

The Youth Choir "I'll Fly A way" Brumley 

Moments of Remembrance 

Recognition of Centennial Committee 

The Youth Choir "Something About That Name" Gaither 

Rev. David Boaz Message 

Hymn 366 "Take My Life, Lead Me, Lord" Langley 

Benediction "God Be With You Till We Meet Again" 



Centennial Committee 

Guest Ministers and Wives 

Rev. and Mrs. David C. Boaz 
Rev. and Mrs. Edwin M. Vaughan 
Rev. and Mrs. Vernon Frank 

Rev. and Mrs. Denny Turner 
Rev. Kenneth Neuenschwander 

Rev. and Mrs. Claxton Hall 

Rev. and Mrs. William A. Poole 
Mrs. Gilmer H. Cross 
Mrs. Ernest W. Moore 

Former Secretaries 

Mrs. Gretchen Overby 

Miss Nancy Hildebran 

Mrs. Eleanor Burge, Chairman 

Mrs. Ann Blevins 

Mrs. Irene Hauser 

Mrs. Frances Johnson 

Gilbert Bowles, Jr. 
A. C. Motsinger, Jr. 
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The combined sanctuary choirs of Ol.Q__'fmvn and Becks Baptist churches presented the Christian cantata "How 
Great Our Joy" at the 11 a.m, worship service Sunday at-Old Town Baptist Church. 
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Bethabara tries to reach out 
to- H. lcs with love feast 

e~l... 3 
The Rev. . Gray Jr. 

worked as a Moravian missionary 
in Central America for 32 years but 
conducted his first love feast in 
Spanish ·yesterday. 
Most of the people who joined 

him had never participated in a love 
feast. The Town Lot Council of His 
toric Bethabara Inc. invited His 
panics in the area to the celebra 
tion, as well as a picnic and a trans 
lated tour of Bethabara Park. · 
Kathy Stark, the Town Lot coor 

dinator, said that the council wants 
to rekindle the sort of corrununity 

spirit in northern Winston-Salem 
that existed among the people who 
settled in Bethabara in the 18th 
century. 
"The history of our country is 

immigrants," Stark said. "These 
are immigrants. America was built 
on people who came here and 
worked hard." 
Stark said that the love feast, a 

service of fellowship, singing and 
sharing, seemed a good way to 
reach out to Hispanics and to intro 
duce them to local history. 
But Stark was disappointed with 

See HISPANICS, Page B6 
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Agustine Gonzalez and his so"! Carlos, take sweet ,h'[!~~ _fron_1 se!'V~r Frances Conrad _(right} a: th~ _love feast. { 
Hlspl ANJCS Bethabara was settled in 1754 by 11 Moravians as a 

../"\. temporary town. By 1758, the Bethabara community 
included American Indians, Europeans and blacks. In 
1772, most of the Moravians had moved to Salem. 
Yesterday in the Congregation House, Hispanic 

men, women and children sat next to costumed guides 
on rows of wooden benches. The love feast started with 
songs sung in Spanish to the accompaniment of gui 
tars, an electric keyboard and an electric drum set. 
Several people sang in Spanish about friendship and 

Jesus as people in the audience tapped their feet and 
sang along. 
Then Gray explained about the history of the love 

feast - a community meal that includes singing and 
the reading of scripture - and Moravian servers 
passed out sweet breads and mugs of coffee. 
Agustine Gonzalez attended the love feast with his 

family and said he enjoyed the experience. Gonzalez 
said he moved to Winston-Salem from Mexico about a 
year ago, and his family joined him in March. 
"We are looking for the Lord here because he's the 

best way to be happy," Gonzalez said in English. 
Yesterday's event was paid for with grants from the 

Winston-Salem Foundation and the Z. Smith Reynolds 
Foundation. 

Continued From Page Bl 

the turnout for the day's events. She had worked with 
Becks Ba tist Church to invite Hispanics because 
many w ve in northern inston-Salem attend that 
church. 
But a raid Wednesday night on illegal Hispanic 

immigrants frightened away people who would proba 
bly have visited the park yesterday, Stark said. Police 
and agents from the U.S. Immigration and Naturaliza 
tion Service deported 62 illegal immigrants after inves 
tigating what they called a fraud scheme in which 
immigrants tried to get employment-authorization 
cards to work in Winston-Salem, 
Agents also caught 10 women and six children, who 

were allowed to stay. They can leave the country 
voluntarily within 30 days or plead their cases before a 
judge. Most of the immigrants were from Mexico. 

Stark said that many Hispanics are now afraid to 
gather in one place. 

"We wanted to show them this is a place they could 
~and relax with their families," she said. 

'"'- 
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~eacher spreads the word in Spanish-speaki~gy~~;;;_~~itr~? 
By Christy Vance 
Staff Reporter 

Faustjno Banuelos remembers 
the day that he decided to become a 
preacher. 

"One day, when I witnessed to 
someone in a trailer park, I felt in 
my heart that I should do this all the 
time; he said. 

Banuelos moved to Winston-Sa 
lem last month to minister to other 
Spanish-speaking people. He led the 
first Spanish worship service at 
Becks Baptist Church last Sunday. 
The services will be held in the gym 
nasium Sundays from 10 a.m, to 
noon. 

Banuelos came from Guada 
lajara, Mexico, five years ago and 
had been livingin Siler City. He said 
he became a Christian and attended 
a Hispanic church in Pittsboro. 

He taught Bible classes to young 
people for more than three years at 
that church, and held Bible studies 
in homes, he said. 

"That's something very beautiful 
and wonderful when people come to 
know Jesus: he said. 

Banuelos works at the Brendle's 
warehouse, where he prices mer 
chandise and helps customers. 

He said that he sometimes can't 
understand the customers, but he's 
working on his English. "When I 
learn something new, I feel better. 
When someone speaks to me in En 
glish, and I understand, it makes me 
happy," he said. 

Banuelos said that he is starting 
his ministry slowly and getting to 
know the people in the Mountain 
Lodge Apartments, where he lives. 
He holds Bible studies with three 
families, and one couple recently 
became Christians, he said. 

"They will help me. They don't 
know anything about the Bible, but 
I will teach them. They want to fol 
low Jesus; Banuelos said. 

"I feel very good right now and I 
want to continue to do this," he said. 

"I'm very enthusiastic." 
He already knows some children 

who play outside his building. He 
keeps candy for them in the living 
room, and invites them in to watch 
religious children's videos. "When 
they are sitting over here, they have 
to see the videos," he said. 

Mike and Ethel Ledbetter, who 
founded the Becks Hispanic minis 
try, found the apartment and gave 
him furniture and clothes. He has a 
chair in front of his apartment so he 
can read the Bible and other books 
outside. 

Banuelos said he cleans the 
grounds in exchange for rent. He 
met some residents who often drank 
beer outside. They told him that the 
man who cleaned before yelled at 
them to drink inside, so they left 
their bottles outside to irritate him. 

But Banuelos told them, "I am 
Mexican, and I want to be your 
friend." 

Now, they don't leave as many 

bottles lying around, he said. 
Banuelos has taken correspon 

dence courses for two years with the 
Revs. Larry Doyle and David Clines 
in Kernersville. 

Mike LedbetteraskedJohnJones, 
the president of the state Baptist 
Association, to find a Hispanic min 
ister. When they asked Banuelos to 
come to Winston-Salem, Banuelos 
said: "Well, rm ready. That's what I 
want to do." 

Mike and Ethel Ledbetter were 
missionaries in Mexico for almost 30 
years. Mike Ledbetter said of the 
Hispanic community: "I don't feel 
like anybody can reach them as well 
as one of them ... We had an easier 
time ofit down in Mexico because we 
always stood out as being different. 
People wanted to know us because 
we were Americans. Here, they're 
suspicious because we're Ameri 
cans." 

He said that he hopes Banuelos 
can minister full-time by the first of 
the year. The worship services 
Banuelos leads will be different, he 
said, because people who play gui 
tar, trumpet and drums will per 
form during services. 

"Aseveryonegetsinvolved, using Faustino Banuelos teaches Bible studies in Spanish. 
their talents, then they feel it's more 
of a worship experience, not just 
sitting there: Ledbetter said. { 

Banuelos said that the ministry 
raised more than $600 at a yard sale 
at Mountain Lodge Apartments re 
cently. The money will be used to 
buy Bibles and hymnals, he said. 
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Jeft'erson Church of (:hrist will 
hold a parentinii claH on 
Wednesday··evenings starting ·Feb. 
21. 

The Live Longer and Like It Club 
at Old 'lbwn Baptist Church will 
meet the first Thuraday of each 
month through next June. Meetings 
begin with a potluck lunch at 11:45. 
a.m. Senim: citizens are welcome to 
attend. 

tally- and physically-challenged (ages 
teen to adult) every Sunday at 9:45 
a.m.For information call 924-1552. 

First Assembly of God singles hold 
Bible study Sundays in room 208 at 
10 a.m. For information call Len at 
759-7517. 

Old Town Presbyterian Church 
will have . a special speaker, 11:00 
a.m., Sunday, Feb. 25 from Gideon 
International. The church is located 
on 4637 nm Raod, Winston-Salem. 

Old Town Baptist Church holds a 
Sunday school «1ass for singles and First Baptist Church of Rural · 
single agains and a class for the men- Hall will have a special speaker 

Sunday, Feb. 18 at 11 a.m. Rev. 
Luther Osmanet of the Baptist 
Retirement Homes will be bringing 
the morning message and the church 
cordially invites the public t.o attend. 
For mer informatio, call 969-5144. 

~jg_Baptist--Oiurch, located on 
5505 Beck's Church Rd. in Winston 
Salem, invites the public t.o Sunday 
School at 9:45 a.m. and morning wor 
ship at 11:00 a.m. · 

Rural Hall Moravian Church wel 
comes · new members to a 
J>rayerlBible Study Group. The group 
meets every Sunday at 7:00 p.m. 
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Church Group Stitches 
Quilts for People in Need 
Fingers and tongues alike flew as the ladies of Becks Bap 

tist Church caught up on their quilting and their conversation. 
With only 12 days until they were to hand 50 colorful new 

quilts over to the Pfafftown Jaycees, who would in turn give 
them to needy families, it seemed safe to assume that the 
quilters were rushing to meet the deadline. 
They weren't. The 50 quilts were finished and waiting for 

the Jaycees. The ladies, who had earlier helped put warmth and 
color into the 
lives of victims of 
hurricane, fire 
and domestic vio 
lence, as well as 
the poor, weren't 
hurrying. They 
were working at 
their normal 
speed. 
Working and 

TOM SIEG talking. 
"We don't 

usually do that," Opal Allen said of the chatter that filled the 
room. Her look of mock chagrin said, however, that they do 
indeed usually do that. 
So did LaDonna Crist. 
"We get a lot of talking done," Mrs. Crist said. "This is al 

most like an old-fashioned quilting bee, except that we give the 
quilts away. Everybody enjoys it." 
It was the beginning of a weekly occasion at Becks Bap 

tist, the gathering of about a dozen women who have taken on 
an unusual and imaginative ministry: making quilts for peo 
ple in need. 
It began in 1988, after Mrs. Crist had accumulated so 

much scrap fabric and other materials that her husband, Garry, 
threatened to burn it, she said. She began making the quilts, 
was soon joined by Edith Smith and, with the help of a notice 
in the church newspaper, several others. 

"Since most women are pack rats," Mrs. Crist said, "most 
of them had thread or material or something that they gave. 
"One of our church members, Harvey Reece, has got a 

drapery shop, and he just cleaned out his scraps and gave them 
all to us .... The Remnant Shop, which has gone out of busi 
ness, donated a bunch." 
About the only thing that the group ever has to buy is bat 

ting, and on occasion that has been donated. 

/ 

TODAY, JUST OVER TWO YEARS after the women be 
gan their work, the group has made 154 quilts - and it ex 
pects to make about I 00 next year alone. 
The quilts are the old-fashioned patchwork kind so popu 

lar in the Depression and post-Depression era because they 
could be made from just about anything and could keep peo 
ple warm even with the heat turned low to save money. These 
quilts are more decorative, though, and some feature near-ri 
otous colors and fabric designs. 
Glenn Harden, who has twice been the chairman of the 

Pfafftown Jaycees project through which the quilts are given· 
away - along with toys, clothing and household goods - 
called the quilts a special gift at Christmastime. 
"You can look at them and realize the amount of time JOURNAL PHOTO BY ALLEN AYcocK 
----------------------......,,,. LaDonna Crist (right) and Edith Smith helped piece together the quilt ministry in 1988 after Mrs. Crist decided to 

See TOM SIEG, ~ make use of her scrap fabric. The quilting group, which meets weekly at Becks Baptist Church, has made~ 



Continued From Page C1 

and effort that has gone into creating these 
quilts ... that there are people out there who 
really do want to help," Harden said. 
That's the kind of reaction that the group has 

gotten, Mrs. Crist said. 
"Last year, one of the hurricane victims wrote 

a note back and just could not believe that 
somebody would take the time and trouble - 
somebody they didn't know," she said. 
"Our Sunday school class took several to a 

family, and they were just- overwhelmed is the 
only word I can come up with . 
......... 

"They were just pleased to have something 
made by hand." 
Even without that kind of feedback, members 

of the group enjoy both the work and the fellow 
ship. 
During the visit Wednesday morning, Mrs. 

Smith was putting patches together, Lillian Wil 
lard was operating the sewing machine, and 
Reba Belton, Hettie Banner and several others 
were tacking the fabric or sewing by hand. 
Every one of them was also socializing. But 

Mrs. Smith, for one, wanted it known that the 
socializing was secondary, that the ladies were 
there as a quilting circle, not as a social circle. 
'Tm here to quilt," she said. "We realized that 

there was so much need for this kind of ministry, 
we wanted to do this in the name of our church." 

Mrs. Belton, who is 81 years old, seconded 
that. 
"I think it's a goodjob we're doing," she said. 

"There are lots of people who can't afford to 
keep warm. And it's my church, and I love the 
church." 
They had reason for pride. Theirs is an unusu- 

al ministry, one that seems on target for the truly 
poor: people whose lives so often lack warmth, 
color and the kind of caring and effort that 
handmade quilts represent. 
The project is made-to-order for Christmas. 
And, as Mrs. Crist said: 
"Any church of any size could do this. Any 

body could do this." 
Maybe next year, the ladies at Becks will have 

some friendly competition. ~ 



ions." 
Nelson focuses his ministry 

around good times and good 
people. "I encourage the congre 
gation to be open and available 
to the spirit of God. Church 
shouldn't be an activity, but a 
way oflife. I encourage people to 
take their faith seriously, but a 
ministry needs to be fun. If you 
can't laugh and have a good time, 
it's not worth it," he said. 

Thepastor said he did not 
always know that he liked to 
preach. He planned to attend 
law school until he spent a sum 
mer at a church camp in Mon 
tana just before his senior year 
at Mississippi State University. 
At that point he decided that he 
wanted to go into the ministry. 

He attended Southeastern 
Seminary in Ft. Worth, Texas 
and Southern Seminary in Lou 
isville, Kentucky . He and his 

'

.. wife met at Southeastern while 
1, each pursued master's degrees. 

The Rev. Jim Nelson The couple has three chil- 
and encouraged and strength- laid-back. He explained his phi- dren - Brian, a rising junior at 
ened, you know it is all worth it," losophy simply: reach the most Mt. Tabor High School; Adri- 
he said. people the best way you can. enne, a rising seventh grader at 

However, as indicated by "Each church reaches differ- Paisley Middle School; and 
Nelson's comment on committee ent people. A ministry needs to Justin, a rising third grader at 
meetings, the life of a pastor is be broad to accept the variety of Vienna Elementary. 
not always uplifting. people," he said. "The move was hard on all of 

"Being a minister is difficult. Nelson explained that the us," Nelson said. "But the people 
There are so many expectations crux of the Baptist faith is "the have been real cordial. When we 
-to be all things to all people," he priesthood of the believer" and moved in, a lot of people donated 
said. "Ministers really do live in that he's always said, "If you get labor and time by helping us 
a fish bowl environment where two Baptists in one room, you'll paint and hang wall paper." 
people are always watching have four or five di erent opin- And so far eve thing seems them. If they show too much of _._-."""" ..,...,...._e _ 
their humanity, they are looked 
down upon, but on the other hand, 
they can't be too rigid or formal," 
he said, adding that the best thing 
for ministers to do is to be them 
selves - "their best selves." 

Although the church Nelson 
came from was very formal (the 
pastors wore robes), he said he 
does not mind Becks being more 
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By Julie Boutwell 
Special to 
The Weekly Independent 

Jim Nelson did not move to 
Winston-Salem to turn the Becks 
Baptist Church congregation 
upside down and inside out. He 
did not move from Duncan, S. C. 
to implement his ideas on a new 
church. In fact, Nelson had only 
one preconceived idea when he · 
took the position as pastor: to 
serve the congregation. 

Knowing Your 
Neighbor 

"I want to listen and observe 
- to get to know the people and 
then determine what their needs 
are. The church has tremendous 
amounts of potential," he said. 

But this lack of immediate 
personal goals does not prove 
Nelson to be passive or apathetic. 
Rather his words hold an aura of 
respect for tradition and knowl 
edge of people. His words show 
an even greater strength when 
he explains how he plans to 
determine the church's needs. 

"I hope to activate a long 
range planning committee that 
will develop a five-year strategy 
plan. After studying the com 
munity and the church, 'fie will 
be able to determine priority 
needs and then develop facili 
ties for these needs," he said. 

Nelson began his duties at 
Becks after almost eight years 
at First Baptist in Duncan. 

"The only part I don't like 
about my job is attending com 
mittee meetings," Nelson said, 
laughing. "I love to preach." 

He pointed to two filing cabi 
nets of sermons as evidence of 
his commitment to the pulpit. 

"Anytime you minister to 
someone and they are helped 

so!1 said. His wife has accepted : 
a JOb as the administrative as 
si~tan t for Forsyth· County 
Pnson Chapel Ministries. p- 
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THE REV. COLEY RIMMER [R] of Northrldge Baptist Church, 
and the Rev. Paul Wonders [CJ, pastor of Beck's Baptist 
Church, presided at ground-breaking ceremonies Sunday for 
Northridge Baptist Church. The ceremony took place on 15 
acres of land on Cook Road in Rural Hall, which was donated by 
Beck's for the new church. It wfll take about four to six months 
for church members to build the 4,000-square-foot sanctuary 
and educational building. 
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ideo Done He 
. It wasn't your typical rock video, but it won top h 

at a recent national competition sponsored by the 
Christian television network in Fort Worth, Texa 
About 50 teen-agers at Becks Ba ti t here 

produced and starred in t e our- ong video " the 
Rock," which competed with 150 other entries from 
across the country in the contest's best musical pr gram 
category. 
Based on a parable in the Book of Matthew, th video 

dramatizes the story of the wise man who built his house 
on a rock. For Christians, the parable is analagous to faith 
built on the teachings of Jesus Christ. 
The video, which took four months to produce, will be 

broadcast this summer on ACTS satellite stations nation 
wide. 

{"'_The award was presented May 1 at a ceremony in~ 
\!,?rth. -........,,- 
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Staff Reporter 
ABiblestudy for Hispanics in 

nor thern Winston-Salem has 
outgrown the homes where it has 
met, so it's moving t.o Berks Bap 
hst Church. 

Mike and 
Ethel Led- 
be tt e r , 
tired 

on 
members to 
help the new 
ministry. 
Members do 
nated five 
truckloads of 
clothes, toys, 
furniture 

and household 
items for a yard sale. They also 
helped set up tables and sell 
items. Ethel Ledbetter said they 
will use the $672 raised for Span 
ish Bibles, which they buy for $8 
and sell to people for $4. They 
also hope to buy hymnals and 
pay for expenses of the ministry. 

"It encourages me that we can 
pay our way," Mike Ledbetter 
said. "We can help pay the light 
bills when we meet in thegym~a- · 

Please turn to page Mike and Ethel Ledbetter retired as Baptist missionaries. 

r· 

re 
m is- 

People helping 
people sionaries, at 

tend Becks. 
They have 
held Bible 
studies at 
their home and at immigrants' 
homes in northern Winston-Sa 
lem since March. They will start 
holding Bible study and English 
lessons in the gymnasium at 
Becks Saturday. 

· The growth of their group re 
flects a trend of growth in Span 
ish-speaking communities in 
Forsyth and surrounding coun 
ties. The Rev. Larry Doyle, pas 
tor of the Hispanic Baptist 
Church at Union Cross, sug- 



Becb.B' ministry 
Continued from page I 
sium, and pay an honorarium to 
speakers." 

Ethel Ledbetter said they plan to 
mc-t Saturday ufternouns so thut 
people who work early an<l late shifts 
can attend. Participants may study 
English and the Bible, cook in the 
kitchen, and play basketball and 
other indoor games. 

Mike Ledbetter said, "Our pur 
pose is not to make Baptists of them, 
but for them to know the joy of a 
relationship with Jesus." 

Many yard sale customers were 
Hispanics who live in Mountain 
Lodge apartments, where the sale 
was held. Mike Ledbetter said, 
"We're going to have to have another 
sale for their winter clothes." 

Ethel Ledbetter said that people 
who recently arrived from Califor 
nia or Central America don't realize 
how cold it will get in winter, so they 
haven't bought winter clothes. 

Mike Ledbetter said they also 
need men's clothes. Many men work 
and send money back to their fami 
lies, and have little left alter paying 
rent, he said. 

Ethel Ledbetter said, "They are 
so faithful in sending money back to 
their families." 

The Ledbetters visit immigrants 
at their homes, most on Bethania 
Station Road and Cherry Street, arid 
hold Bible studies forup to six adults. 
They also hold Bible studies foreight 
to 12 people at their home near 
Reynolda Manor. 

Ethel Ledbetter said that some 
times, "We had been visiting three 
hours but it seemed like we were 
there for 30 minutes." 

Mike Ledbetter said, "Just within 
three minutes ofour house we can be 
in Spanish-speaking America." 
'I'he Ledbetters' ministryi nvolves 

more t h a n Bible study. Ethel 
Ledbetter said she hus spent more 
than six weeks helping one man get 
his driver's license. 

Mike Ledbetter said: "We're 
learning that preaching isn't just 
getting behind a pulpit. You're 
preaching all the time, witnessing." 

Ethel Ledbetter said that taking 
furniture to people who need it is 
fun. One man saw them bringing 
furniture to his apartment complex 
several times. He asked the 
Ledbetters if they could find a table 
for him and his roommates. 

The Led betters also benefit from 
the people they help. Mike Ledbetter 
sa\d that one man works on their 
two cars and 1973 truck. "He worked 
on my old truck, and it sounds beau 
tiful," Mike Ledbetter said. 

The Ledbetters said that Becks 
members have been helpful in the 

1 istry. Mike Ledbetter said, "The 
'j.~ at Becks are very mission- 

Isabell Maldonado and Clara Maldonado helped at the sale. ' 
But, she said, "Now that we're' 

working with Hispanics, it's muc]i '. 
easier." ~ 

Mike Ledbetter said, "We went~: 
we came back and God said, 'You: 
can't retire,'" .. 
... They both said that they lovec!: 

being missionaries. Ethel Ledbetter l 
said: "\Ve sure had a good time. NU,; 
one has as much fun as a foreigri.; 
missionary." ;. 

The Ledbetters received sorne l 
help n t the yard sale from memberS:; 
of· Union Cross, Union Cross began:' 
as a ministry of Union Grove Baptist:: 
Church in 1977, when Union Crove-. 
members gave health kits and food:: 
to rnigrnnt workers duri ng the sum-> 
mcrs, Doyle said. Union Cross be-:: 
came an autonomous church in April.e . 

Doyle said that the Hispanic:'. 
population is growing in Forsyth'I 
County. "There's an increasing num-:: 
borof'middle-class professionals who-'. 
are moving into the area," he said. :: 

But he said that that population I 
is not growi ng as fast as the nurnberr . 
of people from California, Mexico-: 
and Central America who are em-:: 
ployed in unskilled labor. Doyle esti- : 
mates that there are now about4,000:: 
to 5,000 Hispanics in Forsyth< 
County. He said that many corne i : 

here from California, New York and:: 
Florida because there are more jobs r • 

and more affordable housing. ·: 
Doyle said that there is a need ':: 

fur churches to help them. "I think : : 
the opport.o nity is there for many·: 
churches lo get involved in one way : ' 
or another," he said. • 

ary-minded. That's why we're there 
... They have helped us and are 
behind us 100 percent." 

Ethel Ledbetter said she hopes 
that church members will teach 
English 'classes and help with the 
Saturday ministry. "The people are 
very interested in it, and I'm sure 
when we call on them they will be 
ready to help," she said. 

Women from Becks often go vis 
iting with her, Ethel Ledbetter said. 
Since they don't spcuk Spu nis h, she 
tells them to smile a lot and ta lk to 
the children. "If the kids go to school, 
they know English. Give them Life 
savers, and the kids will love you," 
she suid. 

Mikl' nnd'Ethel J .orlhe ttur s<1id 
they eventually hope to have a l l is 
panic church. "We could have a big 
church here," Mike Ledbetter said. 
He said that some people from north 
e rn Winston-Salem go to Union 
Cross. 

Ethel Ledbetter said she hopes 
to help children with their school 
work. "The kids are learning En 
glish, but lots of times can't get help 
at home because their parents don't 
speak English," she said. 

.The Lcdbetters rd urned to Win 
ston-Salem from Mexico in 1992and 
retired in November 1993.111ey lived 
in different cities in Mexico for 25 
years. Before that, they worked in 
Costa Rieu a n d Guatcmalu. 

Ethel Ledbetter said, "We loved 
it in Latin America, and it w.rs aw 
fully hard to realize we weren't go 
ing back." 
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JOYFUL NOISE 

DEBORAH S. RICE, the di 
rector of the group, said she set 
out to find new places for the 
ringers to perform last spring. 
Most groups expand their 

territory slowly, traveling from 
city to city at first and eventual 
ly going out of state. 
But Rice said she had heard 

of a local group that performed at 
the White House during Christ 
mas week, so she wrote a letter 
and sent an audition tape. 
Janet Johnson, the director 

of the White House visitors' of 
fice, wrote back in October, in 
viting the group to perform today. 
The Rejoice Ringers accepted. 
Rice organized the group in 

September 1990 for handbell, 
See HANDBELLS, Pag'i!:} Maria Poindexter (from right), Cathy Rimmer and Gale Foster practice a song for their White House performance. 

CLIPPING SERVICE 
1115 HILLSBORO 

RALEIGH, NC 27603 
TEL. (919) 833·2079 

JOURNAL 
WINSTON.sAl.fM, N. C. 

f,Mh'-· 
DEC 28 92 

Handbell 
Performers 
Are Given 
Big Honor 
By Laura Knight 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

Handbell ringers rang out 
Ludwig van Beethoven's "Ode to 
Joy" in the basement of Becks 
Baptist Church last weeir- 
, Some rang four small bells, 
weighing as little as 6 ounces. 
They silenced them by holding 
them against their chests, then 
laid them back on a table cov 
ered with foam rubber and cloth. 
Others played single heavy 

bells of up to 16 pounds to sound 
the lowest notes. 
The Rejoice Ringers are prac 

ticing for an appearance at the 
White House today, when 14 of 
them will perform for about 8,000 
guests during a candlelight 
tour. 
Tracy Lyons, a freshman at 

the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, was a member 
of the group last year and is go 
ing to the White House as a 
substitute this year. 
"It's really neat," she said. 

"It's an experience a lot of people 
don't have." 



Continued From Page 1 

ringers willing to rehearse a few 
hours each week. The performers, 
who are teen-agers and adults, play 
a set of Malmark handbells with a 
range of 5 \/2 octaves. 
The group has performed in local 
~--- 

churches, prisons and nursing 
homes, at Graylyn Conference Cen 
ter, and at Baptist Hospital. 
Rice has a bachelor's degree in 

voice from James Madison Univer 
sity and a master's degree in opera 
and musical theater from Southern 
Illinois University. She specializes 
in handbells, she said, and directs 
another group in Greensboro. She 
plans to strt a handbell choir at 

Salem College this spring. Johnson 
said that about 1 75 groups asked to 
perform at the White House this 
year, and 87 were invited. 
Other groups will come from as 

far away as Mexico City, she said. 
The Rejoice Ringers will perform 

in a room where people wait to 
enter the White House. 
Most stop to hear the music1 

Johnso~d. ___./ 
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BHC ACCESSION SnEET 

YiAIN ENTRY: Becks Baptist Church (1880), Forsyth Co., N. C. 

TYPE OF PAPERS; DATES: Minute books, 1915-1952 [broken series] 
1952-1960 
1961-1966 
1967-1971 
1972-1973 
1974-1977 

Church records [loose], 1880-1953 [broken series] 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 7 volumes. 42 items. 

ORIGII'AL FORM OF ~TERIAL: Manuscript, typescript, mimeographed, filled-in forms 

HISTORY-SCOPE AND CONTENT (ABOUT AUTHOR AND MATERIALS): 

Becks Baptist Church (1880), Forsyth Co., N. C. 
Records, 1880-1977 [broken series]. 7 v. 

42 items. 
Minutes of church conferences from Jan. 16, 1915 

to Dec. 7, 1977, including membership rolls and 
other church records, 1880-1953 [broken series]. 

See finding aid in BHC. 
l reel 35mm microfilm. Positive. 
Loan: 1978. 

DATE: May 1, 1978/JRW 

1. N. C. Church Records. 
2. Forsyth County, N. C. 
NCCF: Becks Baptist Church 
Shelf list. 

PILOT MOUNTAIN 

REFERENCE TO A DESCRIPTION IN A GUIDE, OR WHERE PREVIOUSL_:. PUBLISHED: 
ORIGINAL LOCATION OF _1ANUSCRIPTS: 

Records returned to the church after microfilming. 

COPY I~ BHC IF NOT ORIGINAL: Microfilm 

PROVENANCE/DONOR, CITY AND STATE, DATE OF RECEIPT/RESTRICTIONS: 

Received on loan to the BHC from the Rev. Edwin Ludolf, Min. of Ed., 5505 
Becks Church Road, Winston-Salem, N. C., April 17, 1978 for microfilming and 
return to the· church. Permission of the church must be obtained to photocopy 
these records in their entirety. 



BHC DESCRIPTIVE LIST 
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Becks ~aptist Church (188q), Forsyth Co., N. C. 

CHURCH MINUTE BOOK, Vol. I, 1915-1952 [broken series] 

Minutes of church conferences from January 16, 1915 to September 3, 
1952 with the exception of 1925-1927. These minutes include male and 
female membership rolls. 

Subjects include the appointment of delegates to the associations, 
union meetings, state convention, and Sunday School conventions; the appoint 
ment and recommendations of the Board of deacons and trustees; homecoming and 
revival services; the church cemetery; improvements to church properties; new 
buildings and additions; the reception and dismissal of church members; the 
selection of a pastor; special church collections for missions, church im 
provements, the Wake forest College chapel (1915), visiting preachers, and 
the orphanage; the Sunday School work; the Seventy-Five Million Dollar Campaign; 
the stand of the church on baptism (1915); the observance of Thanksgiving Day 
(1915); committee appointments and.reports; and a memorial resolution for 
Gilbert H. Bowles (1946). Loose items were filmed wherever they occurred in 
this volume. 

This volume is ledger-size with pages numbered 1-374, written in ink 
and pencil. Pages 29-33, 144, 230-31, and 280-374 are blank. 

CHURCH MINUTE BOOK, Vol. II, 1952-1960 

Minutes of church conferences from October 8, 1952 to October 5, 1960, 
including association letters, church budgets and lists of church officers. 

Subjects include those listed in Volume I. This typescript volume is 
loose-leaf and contains un-numbered, reinforced pages. 

CHURCH HINUTE BOOK, Vol. III, 1961-1966 

Minutes of church conferences from September 6, 1961 to December 7, 1966, 
including association letters and financial reports. 

Subjects include most of those listed in Volume I. This typescript volume 
is loose-leaf with un-numbered and reinforced pages. 

Cl-HJRCH MU..'UTE BOOK, Vol. IV, 196 7-1971 

Minutes of church conferences from January 4, 1967 to December 1, 1971. 
Subjects i~clude most of those listed in Volume I. This typescript volume is 
loose-leaf with un-numbered and reinforced pages. 

CHURCH MINUTE BOOK, Vol. V, 1972-1973 

Minutes of church conferences from January 5, 1972 to December 12, 1973'. 
Subjects include most of those listed in volume I. This typescript volume is 
loose-leaf with un-numbered and reinforced pages. 
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CRmf 570 
c ~ tist Church (1880), Forsyth Co., N. C. 

1 r rH 'i_I~TE BOOK, Vol. VI, 1974-1977 

;f~nutes of church conferences from January 9, 1974 to December 7, 1977, 
·nc' 1l"ng church budgets and treasurer's reports. Subject include most of 
t·.o e J Ls t e d in Volume I. This typscript volume if loose-leaf with un-numbered 
-~ ~ i~forced yages. 

~iEgets, 1944~~953_D:>roken series]. 7 items. Typescript. 

Propo. ed c urch budgets for 1944/45; 1947/48, and 1950/51 to 1952/53. 

'"' r ~ ~ no_-1_:Jent:_e..L 1946, 1948. 4 items. 

~c' ter from the church and response from the State Democratic Executive 
·, t c LPgarding the sale and manufacturing of alcoholic beverages, 1946; 

._r g a r cLn g Sunday sales in Winston-Salem, 1946, and a letter from 
- . 3C '" e 1'1ission Board answering questions regarding designated gifts to 

01 a -s . 

1..,f:: .h · p Rt ords, 1880-1948. 1 Volume. 

A ledger-size book containing two alphabetical membership rolls, 1880-1932, 
and 1880-1948. This volume also contains articles of faith, the church covenant, 
and a history, ca.1946. 

Sul1ect Files: Association letters, 1938-1969 [broken series]. 22 items. 

Chu~ch letters including filled-in forms to the Pilot ~ountain Baptist 
A~soc~ation, 1938, 1942, 1946-1956, 1958-1961, and 1965-1969. 

- ~-, __E__l'~l~~ Church Officers, 1935-1952 [broken series]. 5 items. 

~ 
~ypescript lists of officers, 1935, 1946/47, 1947/48, and 1948/49. 

'_Uu~r~s_Xqes: Bistorv. l item. Undated. 

"H'i s t o r y of Becks Baptist Church, Winston-Salem, N. C." No author. 
ca.1951. 8 pages. Printed. 

Su~ject Files: Miscellaneous, 1941, 1952. 2 items. 

Resolution and final report of the Building Committee, 1952; and a 1941 
church bulletin. 

Constitution; by-laws, and covenant. 1 item. 

Undated printed booklet containing 11 pages. 
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"We surveyed theneeds of the 
community and decided that a ~linic was the thing to do." 

The Rev. Galo Maldonado 

JOURNAL PHOTOS BY DAVID SANDLER 
OPEN WIDE: Jose Alberto Montopar, 5, has help from his sister Viane, 9, as his temperature is taken by volunteer Belle Bates. Dad Daniel and sister Leticia, 4, watch. 

I 

By Janice Gaston 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

Clinic at Beck's Baptist Church helps Hispanic patients with more than medical needs 

pon request, Leticia Mon 
topar, 4, shyly showed off 
the stickers and Band-Aids 
that plastered her arms. 

"She got three shots, 
and she didn't even cry," said Sandra Clod 
felter, the public-health nurse who had ad 
ministered the shots. Leticia was one of a 
slew of children whose parents brought 
them to a free clinic for Hispanic patients 
at Beck's Baptist Church on a recent Satur 
day. Many came to get required examina- . 
tions to enter school. The church is on 
Becks Church Road on the north side of 
town. 

Since it opened in June of 1998, the clin 
ic has seen about 1,000 patients, said John 
Deans, a member of Novant Health's Triad 
Volunteer Retirees, which operates the 
clinic. Doctors, nurses, administrators and 
other health-care workers, most of them 
retired, staff the clinic the second Saturday 
morning of each month. 

Hours are 8:30 a.m. to noon. 
Deans, once the director of Medical Park 

Hospital, handles administrative duties 
and recruiting for the clinic. Julie Fuquay, 
who retired from the intensive-care nurs 
ery at Forsyth Medical Center, said she 
likes the relaxed nature of the clinic. 

"I like working it. It's fun to do," she said. 

See CLINIC, Pa 

A FAMILY 
AFFAIR: The 
gymnasium of 
Beck's Baptist 
Church (above) 
is a waiting 
room for pa 
tients and their 
families at the 
monthly free 
clinic. At right, 
Leticia Mon 
topar, 4, is 
held by nurse 
Sandra Clodfel 
ter as she gets 
a handshake 
from the clin- 
ic's John 
Deans, as vol 
unteer C.L. 
Tilley watches. 

r J l 
L ~ ' 



''A little," Lopez replied, as 
she dandled Moises, her 9- 
month-old son, on her lap. 

The health clinic is a family 
affair. When a 4-year-old 
needs attention, most likely 
both his parents and all his 
siblings will come along, too. 

As Josh's mother answered 
questions about her.s?n ~rom 
Burnie Little, a physicians as 
sistant, Joshua played patty 
cake with his little brother. 

"Bola," Little greeted 
Joshua as he lifted him onto 
an examining table. "Como 
estas?" 

He checked the boy's ears 
and throat, prompting him to 
open wide by opening his own 
mouth and crooning "aaaaah." 

Joshua imitated Little. 
"Bueno," Little said. 
The clinic got its start with 

a health fair on Valentine's Day 
in 1998. 

"We had more volunteers 
than attendees," said the Rev. 
Galo Maldonado, the minis 
ter of the Hispanic church. 
"We surveyed the needs of 
the community and decided 
that a clinic was the thing to 
do." 

The first clinic was held in 
June of that year. 

The clinic attracts patients 
by running ads in Spanish 
language newspapers and dis 
tributing fliers to Laundro 
mats and stores that cater to 
Hispanic people 

Some people come for help 
with problems that aren't 
medical. 

"Some people come in with 
paperwork they don't ~nder 
stand," Maldonado said. Par 
ents bring in notices from 
their children's schools to be 
translated. One man brought 
a contract about building a 
house. 

"We help them with any 
thing we can, aside from just 
being a clinic," Maldonado 
said. 

CLINIC 
Continued From Page El 

"People are so apprecia 
tive," Fuquay said. 

The~bther day, a steady 
stream of Hispanic families 
filed into the church gym, 
where the clinic is held. 

Lines of folding chairs 
formed a makeshift waiting 
room. Movable partitions cre 
ated cubbyholes where nurses 
assessed patients. 

Doctors and a physician's 
assistant worked behind fold 
ing screens in an exercise 
room where basketballs, sta 
tionary bikes and a treadmill 
had been shoved into a cor 
ner. 

Children blew off steam by 
running around the gym. 

Volunteers who weren't 
busy with patients sipped cof 
fee, munched on snacks and 
cooed over the babies. 

Most of the volunteers 
once worked together or know 
each other, said Bev Almand, 
the volunteer coordinator. She 
worked in the volunteer de 
partment at Forsyth. 

Translators, many of them 
teen-agers who attend Iglesia 
Bautista El Camino, the His 
panic church affiliated with 
Beck's, roamed the gym, help 
ing out wherever they were 
needed. 

Jorge Ramirez, 16, taught a 
little boy how to flip a coin 
and call "heads" or "tails" as 
he waited for someone who 
needed his services. 

Ramirez has been translat 
ing at the clinic for two years. 
He came here from Mexico 
nearly four years ago and 
learned English in a year: ~e 
has fun working at the clime. 

"I like to help people," he 
said. 

"Abra la boca" -open your 
mouth -Andy Maldonado 
said to Joshua Lopez, 4. He 
asked Joshua's mother, Fran 
cisca Lopez, if Joshua speaks 
any English. 

•Janice Gaston can be 
reached at 727- 7364 or at 
jgaston@wsjournal.com 
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A TREASURE: 
Beck's bell collection 
which was donated by 

church members, 
is one of the most extensive 

in the area. 

• • • • • • 

JOURNAL PHOTOS BY JENNIFER ROTENIZER 

REHEARSAL: Dawn Stafford and Steve Bennett are among the 15 members of the Rejoice Ringers at Beck's Bagtist Ct11.1.rch. ·- 

"You just have to count beats in a 
measure and keep up with the measures you 're on." 

Steve Bennett, handbell player 

Every bing 
counts in 
Becks 

handbell 
choir 

By Ken Keuffel 
JOURNAL ARTS REPORTER handbell-ringing convention, in a prison and for 

various community concert series. And tonight, 
they will perform at Beck's Baptist Church in the 
first of a series of Christmas concerts in the area. 

This year, they issued Christmas Reflections, 
their first CD. The recording, which has arrange 
ments of familiar holiday music, also features gui 
tarist Colin Allured, percussionist Greig Ashurst 
and flutist Elizabeth Ransom . 

Kathy Cook, one of the group's founding mem 
bers, clearly looks forward to rehearsals. 

"It's the one thing I do every week for myself," 
said Cook, who is a medical technician. "It takes 
my total concentration. You can't worry about 
anything else." 

Deborah S. Rice has two music degrees from as 
many universities. She leads the Rejoice Ringers 

ost days, they lead perfectly 
conventional lives. One is a 
pediatrician. Another is in 
sales. Another attends a 
local high school. 

On Thursday nights at 
Beck's Baptist Church, how 

. ever, their normal routines change, and the multi 
dimensional sound of incessantly clanging alu 
minum and brass fills their ears. They put on 
gloves, stand around foam-covered tables, and 
ring pitched bells for the better part of two hours. 

They are called the Rejoice Ringers. In addition 
to performing regularly at Beck's Baptist and 
other local churches, the 15 members of the 
group have performed at the White House, for a 

er 

in much the same way that a conductor directs a 
symphony orchestra. She has been directing the 
handbell ministry at Beck's Baptist since 1983. In 
addition to the advanced, largely adult Rejoice 
Ringers, which was founded in 1990, she directs 
two other ensembles at the church and teaches 
others how to start and lead hand bell choirs. 

The term handbell choir is a bit misleading. In 
a choir, several singers are on one part, and they 
all sing the same notes in that part. In a handbell 
ensemble, each player contributes a limited num 
ber of different notes to one of several parts. If a 
melody features a succession of eight notes, for 
instance, all eight players could play a different 
note in that melody. Or four musicians might g 

See CHOIR, Pa~ 
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two notes apiece. The only way melody and 
harmony can emerge is through the pre 
cisely timed teamwork of all involved. 

"Handbell ringing is wonderful mental 
aerobics," Rice said. "Each player has nine 
to 15 bells that he's responsible for. Switch 
ing bells is a challenge." 

William H. Griffin is the interim execu 
tive director of the American Guild of Eng 
lish Handbell Ringers, a service organiza - 
tion based in Dayton, Ohio. He called 
making music with handbells "very chal 
lenging" and likened the process to a foot 
ball team. 

"No one person has total control of that 
line," he said. "If one person on that line 
doesn't do what he's supposed to, there's a 
major problem." 

Not surprisingly, absences from re 
hearsals by the Rejoice Ringers create glar 
ing gaps in the music. They are avoided at 
all costs. Several ringers spoke of the cama 
raderie that ringing engenders. 

"You feel like people really need you," 
said player Michelle Soyars. "If there's a 
couple of people missing, they're letting 
everyone down." 

Each bell sounds a note that corre 
sponds to a different white or black key on 
the piano. Most handbell music is written 
within two or more octaves. Rice's most ad 
vanced players often perform music for 
seven octaves, while her less-advanced 
players tackle music for fewer. There could 
be more than 90 bells in use at one time, in 
addition to an array of hand chimes and 
other percussion instruments. 

Remarkably, several of Rice's most ad 
vanced players could not read music when 
they started ringing bells. Rice had them 
rely on an elaborate labeling system that 
told them which bell to play and in which 
hand to hold it. She also taught them the 
rudiments of rhythm and meter to give 
them a better sense of when they should 
actually ring their bells. 

"You just have to count beats in a meas 
ure and keep up with the measures you're 
on," player Steve Bennett said. 

Cook agreed, but said she had learned 
other musical skills in addition to counting, 
such as how and when to play more loudly. 

Creating a pleasing sound that projects 
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Dustin Jennings is one of Rejoice Ringers of 
Beck's Baptist Church. 

well is a top priority. Typically, when a 
handbell is rung, it is moved in such a way 
that a sticklike clapper strikes the bell's rim. 
She instructs her players to keep the rim 
upright and to move the bell in a circular 
motion; that way, she said, the sound proj 
ects out to the audience, rather than travel 
ing to the floor. 

"You pretend it's filled with coffee and 
that you don't want to spill the coffee," she 
said. 

A handbell choir can effect a wide vari 
ety of colors and textures. Bells are made of 
brass or aluminum. Smaller ones produce 
higher notes, while larger ones produce 
lower notes. Some sounds are clanging and 
brilliant; others take on a warmer, mellower 
quality. Rich, multinote harmonies seem to 
be the norm. 

A ringer can also create a number of spe 
cial sound effects, all indicated in a score. 
He can shake the bell back and a forth to 
create a crescendo. He can place a thumb 
on the bell's waist to replace a stream of 
ringing with several staccatolike sounds. He 
can grind a ringing bell into the foam to 
dampen the ringing. He can tap a ringing 

bell on the foam to create a wallowing echo. 
He can strike the bell with mallets to effect 
brief drum rolls. And he can ring two bells 
simultaneously in the same hand. 

Officials at the American Guild ofEng 
lish Handbell Ringers estimate that there 
are about 450,000 ringers in the United 
States. Most perform in churches, though 
many semiprofessional and student groups 
have sprung up as well. 

The ringer movement took off in the 
1950s and '60s, when two Pennsylvania 
companies began manufacturing relatively 
inexpensive handbells. Before that time, 
Rice said, if you wanted to buy handbells, 
you had to order them from an English 
manufacturer. The English bells took 
months to arrive, and they were often pro 
hibitively expensive, she said. (The collec 
tion of bells at Beck's Baptist, most of which 
were donated by a church member in 
memory of a daughter who died in a car 
wreck, is thought to be one of the most ex 
tensive around; it cost between $50,000 and 
$60,000, Rice said.) 

Rice is pushing hard to make handbell 
conducting a specialty, rather than one 
more duty of a church's music director, who 
often plays the organ and directs several 
vocal ensembles. "Too often, handbells are 
kind of like the stepchild," she said. "To re 
ally do (them) well takes study." 

Handbells are commonly associated 
with the Christmas season, but Rejoice 
Ringers and other groups have long since 
taken on other fare. Since 1995, Rice has 
commissioned three composers to write 
pieces for Rejoice Ringers, and another 
composer, Arnold Sherman ofTexas, even 
sent them a piece of music as a gift. 

"It's not that I don't love Christmas car 
ols," Rice said. "I enjoy exploring original 
music for handbells." 

•Ken Keuffel can be reached at 727- 
7337 or at kkeuffel@wsjournal.com 

• The Rejoice Ringers of Beck's Baptist 
Church will perform Christmas music at 5 
p.m. today in Beck's Baptist Church, 5505 Becks 
Church Road. Admission is free. Call 924-2178. 
A benefit concert for the Children's Organ 
Transplant Association will take place at 7:30 
p.m. Friday in Jefferson Church of Christ in 
Rural Hall. Donations will be accepted. Call 
969-9608. The Rejoice Ringers will perform 
next Sunday during a 10:45 a.m. service at 
Faith United Methodist Church in Rural Hall. 
Call 969-4600. 


