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Dismissed minister puts 
Hickory church up lor sale 

By JIM MAXWELL weeks ago, according to trustee 
and DAN FESPERMAN chairman Robert Meadows But 

News staff Writers members didn't realize the church 
There's a "For Sale" sign in had been placed on the market 

front of a Hickory church that the until the "For Sale" sign went up 
congregation wants to take down, recently, Meadows said. 
but can't. Miller Crosland of Crosland Cen- 

The sign, it seems, is locked in a tury 21 Realtors in Pineville said 
display board in front of the J.W. Cavers and anothe.r lll:ember of the 
Abernethy Memorial Bapt~tl church came to him m September 
C'fiiirch at 840 First J::Ye. s. . seeking to list the property. He 
eitlr'Cn members say the former later met with some members of 
pastor has the only key. the congr~gation in Hickory, so he 

The Rev. Walter M. Cavers of was convmced the church mem 
Charlotte, pastor of the small black bership had approved ~nd knew of 
congregation for about eight years, the listing, Crosland said. 
listed the church with a real estate 
sales agency. 
But members of the church say 

he's not authorized to sell it. 
Church trustees cut off Cavers' 

salary in September, and the con· 
gre~ation voted him out three 

"I thought nothing about it until 
I got a call," he said. "I didn't 
know there was any controversy 
about it." 

"It appears at this point he's got 
the authority to sell it," said Char 
lotte attorney Keith Stroud, who is 

working on the title search of the 
church for Cavers. 

Meadows, contacted by tele 
phone, said the church decided in 
September to stop paying Cavers' 
salary of $50 an hour, which 
amounted to $50 a week because 
Caver's only duty was to preach a 
Sunday sermon. 

The church action came, Mead 
ows said, because "he (Cavers) 
was running so many people off. 
He spoke to them rough." 

Assistant minister George Ro· 
land took over the preaching duties 
after Cavers stopped, Meadows 
said. 

But Cavers kept coming back 
after services and Bible meetings 
to pick up all or part of the week 
ly offering. 

Cavers would say either that he! 
was using it to pay church debts'. 
or else was taking it because it 
rightfully belonged to him, Mead· 
ows said. Church members pro 
tested, he said, but no one stopped 
Cavers "because he would always 
act like he was going to get very 
mad, and the church is no place to 
have a fight." 

So, three weeks ago, Meadows 
said, "the whole house (congrega 
tion) voted him out." 
After that, Meadows said, 

Cavers told him he was going to 
sell the church because it was 
deeply in debt. 

Meadows denies that, however. 
He said the church owed $577.60 
as of last Sunday, and that he paid 
off all but $77 Tuesday with 
church money. The church should 
be able to pay off the rest, as well 
as a $300 insurance bill, in a few 
days, he said. 

Even if the church were in debt, 
Meadows said, Cavers would have 
no authority to sell it, because the 
church is owned "by the corpora 
tion," which he said is guided by 
the board of trustees he heads. 

Crosland, who listed the proper 
ty, said the original asking price 
was around $160,000 for the 
church building, which sits on a lot 
about 60-by-300 feet. The church 
is an attractive property, he added. 

He said he was informed the 
church was behind in paying bills 
and membership had dropped 
sharply. 

While Crosland determined a 
corporation holds title to the 
church, he said, it isn't unusual for 
a minister to be the representative 
of a church in a real estate trans· 
action. 

Therefore, he listed the property, 
ran a couple of advertisements and 
even found another church which 
was a prospective buyer. That 
church made an offer, but as time 
dragged on without further devel 
opments, he said, the "For Sale" 
sign was put up. 

The church has about 35 mem 
bers now. There were more before 
people started leaving because of' 
Cavers, Meadows said. Before 
Cavers' dismissal brought some 
members back, the congregation 
,had shrunk to about 10, he said. 
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ate. The charges were dismissed 
when a judge ruled the law under 
which they had been charged un 
cons ti tu tional. 

Realtor Crosland says he now 
feels caught in the middle of the 
controversy. 

·•1 think it is an internal affair 
that's got to be cleared. up before 
anything else is done," he said. 

church for sale ... or is it? 
Cavers himself has been silent 

on the sale. Meadows said no one 
from the church has been able to 
get in touch with him, and Cavers, 
who lives in a two-story brick 
home at 2008 St. Marks St. in 
Charlotte, also refused to comment 
when contacted by The Charlotte 
News. 
Stroud said he has only heard 

recently there is some question 
about selling the property. 

"I'm not involved in all that at 
this point," he said.Stroud repre 
sented Cavers last fall when the 
68-year-old Charlotte minister was 
in court on charges of distributing 
unsigned campaign literature be 
fore the May 30 Democratic prima 
ry runoff election for the U.S. Sen- 



l Doors Opene roup 
To Worship In Church 

By DAVID NIVENS 
Record Staff Writer 

The congregation of J.W. Abernethy Memori 
al Baptist Church, will be able to celebrate 
Christmas Sunday in the church sanctuary after 
all. 

A gathering of 28 members entered the locked 
building on First Street, SW, Thursday night and 
voted to hold Sunday services there and to oust 
their minister, the Rev. Walter M. Cavers of 
Charlotte, whom the members think is making 
an effort to sell the church. 

"He'll have to show more papers than we 
have to stop us from having services," said Billy 
Hoke, a church deacon. 
Earlier this week, some of the 100-member 

congregation feared they would have no place 
for Christmas services Sunday because the 
church was locked and up for sale. Some of the 
members disputed the minister's authority to 
sell the building and property, so they ousted 
Cavers on a 28..() vote. 
Cavers was unavailable for comment Friday. 
No one involved in the church sale would say 

this week why the church was closed. 
Hoke said a court official the group consulted 

suggested the vote. 
"We sent him (Cavers) notice by registered 

mail," he said. 
Hoke and other church members think 
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Cavers, who commutes from Charlotte for 
Sunday services, had the church closed while he 
is negotiating a sale with Century 21, a Charlotte 
real estate firm helping him. 
Hoke's employer, N.C. Sen. T. Cass 

Ballenger, said the vote will replace a petition 
some members earlier circulatd to remove 
Cavers. Ballenger, who has assisted Hoke with 
the problem, indicated the group had assurances 
police would not prevent their using the church 
if they could show their title to it. 
The members contend Cavers needs the con 

gregation's permission to sell the property and 
does not have it. 
"I plan to continue with my work," said 

Charlotte lawyer Keith Stroud, who is per 
forming a title search for Charlotte real estate 
agent Miller Crosland, the man Cavers ap 
proached to arrange the sale. 
Crosland said the title search 

termine whether the sale is made. 
"I'm staying put until something legal comes 

in," he said. "I don't want any ethical prob 
lems." 

He earlier said he assumed Cavers had 
authority to sell the church. 
The lock up came following some of the 

members' attempts to remove Cavers for al- 

See Church, Page 6A 

Jegedly handling sorr:e church funds im_Propk~l~ 
Hoke said. Ballanger researched the titles filed 
on the property and said he doubted the min 
ister's authority to sell the church. 
Cavers has said only that the members told 

him to sell the church. He indicated the con 
gregation could not pay its debts. 

He never said why the church, organized as a 
memorial to the late Julius W. Abernehty, was 
locked. 

Ballenger said church leaders told him the 

church has a paid $15,000 mortgage and no largr 
debts. The church clerk pays the bills, he said, 
Crosland said Cavers and another uniden 

tified "church leader" represented themselves 
to him as having the authority to sell the church. 
Ballenger found title and deeds showing a 

transfer of the church property from First 
Christian Baptist Church, Inc. of Charlotte, 
which founded the organization, to J. W. 
Abernethy Memorial Church, Inc. in 1965. 

"Everything I see seems to show me the 
members are right," Ballenger said. 



For Sale 
Irks Some 
By DAVID NIVENS 
Record Staff Writer 

When Billy Hoke, a deacon at 
the J. W. Abernethy Memoriar 
Baptist Chutcn, went to open his 
hurch last weekend for ser 
vices he found it locked. 
Now, some of the 100-member 

congregation fear they will have 
no place for Christmas services 
unday. because the church is 

locked and up for sale. Some of 
the members are disputing the 
ale of the building and property 
on First Street, SW. 
"I saw the sign Friday and it 

was locked Sunday," said Hoke, 
a machine operator in a Hickory 
lastic packaging plant. "My 

key did not fit anymore." 
Hoke and other church mem 

bers think the group's minister, 
the Rev. Walter M. Cavers of 
harlotte had the church closed 

while he is negotiating a sale 
with a Charlotte real estate 
firm helping him. They dispute 
Cavers' authority to sell the 
aptist church's property. 
No one connected with the the 

hurch sale would say why it is 
losed. 

Hoke, who said the lock-up 
came following some members' 
attempts to "get shed" of 
Cavers, took the problem to his 
employer, N.C. Sen. T. Cass 
Ballanger, who has researched 
the titles filed on the property 
and doubts the minister's au 
thority to sell the church. 
Hoke said Cavers, who has 

commuted from Charlotte on 
Sunday for services for eight 
years, suggested earlier he 
might sell the church, but no 
one believed him. 
"He can not sell it," Hoke 

said. "That should be done with 
the permission of the church 
congregation." 
Cavers, contacted at his 

Charlotte home, offered little 
comment on the dispute saying 
only, "the members said to sell 
it. 
"They cannot pay their debts 

and stay," he added. 
He would not comment on 

why the church, organized as a 
memorial to the late Julius W. 
Abernethy, was locked. 
Miller Crossland, the 

Charlotte real estate agent han- Sale Disputed 

Sign Marks Locked Church For Sale 
dling the transaction, said 
Cavers and another unidentified 
"church leader" represented 
themselves to him as having the 
authority to sell the church. He 
has contacted one possible 
buyer, he said. 
He and the firm's lawyer han 

dling the title search for the 
property transaction said they 

did not know why the 
was closed. 
"We never make a sale until 

we have ~ clear title," 
Crossland said. "As I look at it 
Rev. Cavers came presenting 
himself with the authority to 
make the sale." 

See Church, Page HA 
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"It appears to me Abernethy 

Memorial still owns the 
church," Ballenger said. 
Mary Coffey, a church 

trustee, said she knew of no 
authority given Cavers to sell 
the church which paid Cavers 
$1,500 in salary through Septem 
ber, according to church re- 

cords given to Ballenger. 
"I don't know how he got the 

authority," she said. 
Crossland said he was told the 

church should be sold because 
"the church could not keep its 
membership up and stay. 
"It has outstanding bills," he 

added. 
Ballenger said the church re 

cords he had showed no major 
debts, although "they don't 
seem to have much money." 

A Duke Power Co. credit su 
pervisor said company records 
show no unpaid debts larger 
than normal. The church is still 
receiving electricity, he said. 
"I think the question is who 

owns the church," said William 
H. Chamblee, a Hickory lawyer 

familiar with the church and 
who has helped organize others. 
"What members or trustees 
have the authority to sell it? In 
most cases it is clear." 
In most Baptist churches, the 

congregation authorizes proper 
ty sales, Chamblee said. 
Legally, the church could be a 

"pretense of a church," he said 
with unclear lines of authority. 
Ballenger said church mem 

bers probably could not afford a 
legal battle. 
Meanwhile, the church proba 

bly will remain closed through 
Christmas. 
"We had a meeting about it 

Saturday night, but everybody 
was afraid to get in trouble if we 
went in," Hoke said. 


