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first Street UMC
~eganAs 'Century'
On a warm day in July, 1900, a boy was on the way to his

ob in the Wiscasset~ Cotton Mills. He was traveling a path
hrough the woods lust above Depot Street and was in a
lurry because it was almost time fo the whistle to blow,
.ut he came to a halt when he heard a man talking. No one
vas visible to the boy as he looked around, but with the
urioSity of a 14-year-old, he began to push on a few yards.
He stopped again and took off his cap. There were two
nen on their knees. Their coats and hats were lying on the
round beside them. One of the men, Rev. N. R. Richard-
on was praying aloud. After he finished his prayer, the
th~r man, a Mr. Barnhardt, prayed.
The men did not see the young boy until their prayers
,ere finished and they arose from their knees. They spoke
) him and told him they were going to build a church and
ie name of the church was to be "Century" because it
'as the beginning of a new century.
Until that time, people in the area had been meeting in
omes and a brush arbor. The church was built on Depot
ireet and used until 1914when a new building, completed
I that year, was put in use and the name was changed to
'irst Street Methodist Church.
The first pastor of Century was Rev. G. T. Rowe. Many
edicated men, women and young people joined Century
hurch and devoted themselves to its growth.
T. M. Denning, bette~ known as "Capt'n", came to Albe-

in 1900 as supermtendent of Wiscassett. He did as
or more than anyone to keep the young church grow-

Street Un~ted Methodist Church, as it is known to-
started m 1913and completed in 1914.Rev. R. A.

was pastor. The church was dedicated on February
1917,by Mr. Rowe. Its value was $15,000.

Women's Organizations
Woman's Missionary SOCiety and the Ladies Aid So-

organized during the years Century was in use.
two organizations were led by many women, among
remembered were:

John S. (Fannie) Harris, Mrs. G. W. (Kate)
Mrs. John Griggs, Mrs. D. A. Fry, Mrs. Joe Long,
E. Holt, Mrs. T. M. Denning, Mrs. Joe Doby, Mrs.
Crowell, Mrs. G. W. Ferree, Mrs. L. C. Lowder

·A. A. Lowder, Miss Minnie Sells, Mrs. C. W. Barrier:
· C. L. Rogers, Miss Maggie Ross, Mrs. Turner Mor-
Mrs. Will Austin, and many others.
1939 the women's work was re-organized under the
of the Woman's Society of Christian Service. Mrs. J.

was the first president of this organization.
women's work was re-organized again in 1968under

name of United Methodist Women. Mrs. Elbert Whit-
was the first president.

Pastors
who have served First Street United Methodist

. G. T. Rowe, Rev. P. W. Tucker, Rev. R. A. Taylor,
· W. S. Hale, Rev. W. I. Hughes, Rev. W. S. Sanford,
S. T. Barber, Rev. N. R. Richardson, Rev. J. A.

Rev. R. A. Swaringen, Rev. N. C. Williams, Rev.
1~"""Ul1<''''', Rev. E. M. Avett, Rev. W. A. Barber,

J. S. Gibbs, Rev. H. E. Stimson, Rev. G. N. Dulin,
C. C. Benton, Rev. K. H. Koestline, Rev. F. H. Price,
J. S. Jordan, Rev. C. O. Kennerly, Rev. H. C. Austin,
A. F. Phibbs, Rev. M. C. Boggs, Rev. C. W. Ran-
Rev. W. C. Robinson.

Buildings Programs
1941,the Sunday School put aside $50as a start toward

J!,UUl,;(l'UVUCU Building Fund. Early in 1942, a Building
......... __ was appointed. During the next four years, the

School, Church and individual members bought
this fund. The last Sunday of Mr. Dulin's minis-
Street, he promoted the idea of naming the pro-

building "The Denning Memorial".

I
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Barbee's Grove To
Observe Its IOOth
Anniversary In '81

Barbee's Grove Baptist Church which will celebrate its.
100th anniversary in 1981,was organized on September 24,
1881,with W. G. Morton serving as the first pastor. At that
time the services were held in a brush arbor. .
The first church was built in 1883. It was taken into the

Rocky River Association. Later in 1885the church became
a member of the Stanly Baptist Association.
In 1910 a larger building was erected. This still being a

one room structure. In 1945some remodeling was done to
the front of the building and a balcony was built to be used
for Sunday School. Then in 1947 folding doors were added
for more Sunday School space and a choir loft was built.
There was still a need for more Sunday School space, so in
1954three rooms were added to the back of the church.
As time went on a building fund was started for a new

structure. In 1962 the church voted to start the new build-
ing. On August 11, 1963, under the leadership of Pastor
Mahlon Furr, the congregation moved into the present
building. At the first service there were 103 present for
Sunday School with the offering being $71.63.
Immediately the members began different types of fund

raising to payoff the church debt of $31,000. Under the
leadership of Rev. Lewis (Bill) Thompson the debt was
paid off in 1971.Qn August 16 the church held a note burn-
ing service. A photographer was on hand to make group
pictures of the congregation.
Seeing the need for more growth early in 1972the church

voted to build a pastorium. In three months the new house
was finished, and in May, the pastor, Rev. Bill Brown, and
his family moved in.
Again the members became busy trying to find a way to

payoff the $22,000 debt. On August 25, 1974 another note
burning service was held and again the church was debt
free. Rev. Randall Dockins was serving as interim pastor
at this time.
At the present time the church has a membership of 191.

A centennial celebration is being planned for 1981.During
this period, the church has had a total of 31 pastors and
three interim pastors.
Rev. Steve Williams is the present pastor. He, his wife

Marcia, have a three year old son, Steven Christopher. He
assumed his duties as pastor on September 3, 1979.. )

A contract was let, and construction was started in July
1947. The building was completed and placed in us~
September 26, 1948.
On January 23, 1949, an Open House was held and on

Sunday, May 15,1949, the cornerstone was laid.
~he Building Committee was called on again in 1950to

build a parsonage, which was completed in September
1950. '
On August 3, 1952, five years from the date construction

began, the note on the Educational Building was burned.
In September, 1953, a contract was let for the remodel-

ing of the church sanctuary. This was completed in the
early part of 1954.
In 1973, the United Methodist Women sponsored a proj-

ect of converting an unused room on the south wing of the
church into a Prayer Chapel. The chapel today is one of
the most used facilities in the entire church plant. Two
prayer groups meet regularly there twice weekly, and it is
a!so used for small weddings and special communion ser-
vices.
The kitchen and fellowship hall in the Educational Build-

ing were remodeled during 1974.
In the fall of 1975, a space on the first floor of the Educa-

tional Building was remodeled into a spacious parlor,
completely furnished, with its own independent heating
and air conditioning systems and a connecting kit-
chenette. Itwas dedicated Sunday, May 16,1976.
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CHURCH TO OBSERVE ANNIVERSARY
This picture shows the modern brick church on a hill about t ee miles from Oakboro which

houses the Bar?ee's Grove Baptist congregation. The church Wi~robserve its 100th birthday on
next Sunday, with homecoming and a special program featuring th church history.

e -Staff Photo

Barbee's Grove Baptist
Church, a Missionary Baptist
Church located about three
miles east of Oakboro, will cele-
brate its 100th birthday Sunday,
September 27.
The observance of the

church's centennial will actual-
ly begin Friday evening with a
special program in which old
pictures and old records will be
shown by means of an opaque
projector, according to Rev.
Steve Williams, pastor.
The centennial theme will be

carried throughout the Sunday
services, with many of the men
wearing old-ttrney suits and
ties, and the women in bonnets
and long dresses, in much the
same mode as 100years ago. In
fact, there is a rumor there may
be some bib overalls worn by
the men.
In the service, the first

church organist, Mrs. Octa Bur-
gess, formerly Miss Octa
Boone, will playa pump organ
of the old style. Singing will be
from an old hymnbook. The
offering will be taken by literal-
ly passing the hat.
Special guests will be

recognized and the history of
the church recounted in brief.
A picnic lunch will be spread

at noon, to be followed at 1:45by
a continuation of the centennial
program. The afternoon session

(Continued on Page 2-A)

(Continued from Page One)
will feature a look into the
future of the church, Mr.
Williams said. At the afternoon
session, the old choir of the
church will sing two numbers.
Barbee's Grove was organiz-

ed as a church September 24,
l88l. The organization took
place at the home of Allen
Barbee, just 16 years after the
end o{the Civil War. In October
of th~t year Howard's Grove
Church disbanded to join with
the pew Barbee's Grove con-
gregfition.
The Historical Committee of

the church has compiled a
church history for the 100th an-
niversary and these are being
sold to members. The book
gives the story of the organiza-
tion of the church, the names of
charter members.
A rather crude frame build-

ing was constructed in 1882as a
house of worship. Later, a neat
white frame church with pic-
turesque bell tower was erected
which served until the present
brick structure was built and
occupied in 1963.
The book also contains a list

of pastors, pictures of many of
the ministers and of church
events.
The church constructed a par-

sonage in 1972and paid off the
loan in two years. ,
Now, as the church celebrates

its 100th year, the congregation
is planning a fellowship and
educational building program
estimated to cost around
$200,000.The church has around
210 members and a Sunday
school attendance or approx-
imately 130.
The chairman of the Building

Committee for the forthcoming
project is Harley Wayne
Howard. The church already
has about $36,000in he Building
Fund and the offering at the
centennial program will go to
this fund.



Barbee's Grove
Slates Revival
A youth revival is planned at

Barbee's Grove Baj;1tist Church
near Oakboro Ma1"23-25.
The pastor, Rev. Steve E.

Whitley, has announced that the
guest evangelist for the series of
services will be Rev. Larry
Bea ver, pastor of Bethel Ba ptist
Church.
Services are planned each

evening at 7:30 and special
music is being planned for each
SeJ; ice.



REV. F. G. ALFORD

Barbee's Grove
all Revival

Starts Sunday
.The fall revival of Barbee's

Grove Bal1.tjI;t Church near
Oakboro oogins this Sunday,
October 7, and continues
through Wednesday, October
1(},with the Rev. F. G. Alford
serving as the guest evangelist.
Rev. Alford will preach

Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
and Monday through Wed-
nesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.
He is presently pastor of

Fairmont Park Baptist Church
in High Point, following an
eight-year ministry as pastor of
Plyler Baptist near Albemarle.
Special music, as well as a

nursery, will be provided during
each of the five revival
meetings.
Rev. Steve Williams, new

pastor of Barbee's Grove, ex-
tends' a cordial welcome to the
public to attend any or all of the
revival services.

,-..rJ'\J'lO" ...... _._
-6lbemarle: Stanly News & Press
Andrews Journal
Angier Independent
Apex: Western Wake Her.ald
Asheboro: Randolph GUIde
Ayden Tribune
Bakersville: Mitchell Ledger
Bayboro: Pamlico Co. News
Belhaven: Beaufort-Hyde News
Belmont Banner
Benson Review
BessemerCity Record
Black Mountain News
Blowing Rock: Rocket

OCT 5 1979
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~The Stanly Gardener I
i By HAL BLACKMORE I
§ Stanly County Extension Service §
, 1101111111111111111111111111111 11111111111111111111111111111111

Talk to almost any gardener
who has built frames to enclose
raised beds for growing
vegetables and flowers and
you'll get an enthusiastic
recommendation. Raised beds
are so effective you'll kick
yourself for not building them
sooner. They are especially
useful for those with limited
Space.

Advantages
- The soil drains faster and

warms up quickly, therefore,
vegetables mature earlier.
- Labor in weeding, watering

and harvesting is reduced.
- Water soaks in rather than

rUnlling off.
--:-Earthworms thrive in the

mOist environment.

starting your garden earlier
and working it later in the year.

Soil Mixture
It would be a mistake to fill

frames with ordinary soil
because it tends to crust and
shrink away from the frames
making thorough watering
difficult. Mix sand, soil and
compost. Or, dump in two
inches of soil and dig in three
inches of organic material such
as peatmoss or composted
sawdust.
Suggestion - you will need to

anchor the frames with stakes
driven every four to six feet.
Drive them outside the frame or
you will be forever tangling
with them when you spade the
soil. Be sure to use only
galvanized nails in constructing
wooden frames.
, Think raised beds fit into your
garden scheme? Go ahead, give
them a try!
If you have yard or garden

related questions, send them to
Hal Blackmore, Assistant
Agricultural Extension Agent,
201 South Second Street·
Albemarle, N. C. 28001, or cad
983-2123. Our office hours are
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. week-
days. .

Class Slated
In Embroidery
The Agricultural Extension

Service is offering a class in
basic embroidery.
Students who enroll in

the class will learn 20 basic
stitches. These basic em-
broidery stitches are also used
in crewel work.
The class will be held April 30

and May 7 from 9 a.m. to 12
noon. in the Extension
auditorium. Students are asked
to bring a 4-6" embroidery hoop
and embroidery scissors. Other
supplies will be furnished for a
small fee.
Call 983-2123for more details

and to enroll. The class is
limited, so call before April 13.

have registered.
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Barbee's Grove
Revival Slated
The Spring Revival of

Barbee's Grove Baptist Church
will begin this Sunday (May 4)
at 11:00and will continue each
evening through Wednesday, at
7:00nightly. Rev. Jerry McKin-
ney, pastor of West Albemarle
Baptist Church since 1977,will
be the guest evangelist.
Rev. McKinney has earned

degrees from the University of
Tennessee and New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary,
and he is presently working
toward a doctorate at Luther
Rice Seminary. Mr. McKinney
is a popular speaker at
crusades, rallies and revivals.
Following the Sunday morn-

ing worship service, a picnic
lunch will be served. Sunday
evening will be Family Night;
Monday - Youth Night; Tues-
day - Good Neighbor Night;
and finally Wednesday - Sun-
day SchoolNight.
Barbee's Grove is located be-

tween Oakboro and Aquadale.
The public is cordially invited to
attend any or all of these special
revival services.

lng, eight to 12 months,
suspended two years on $100
and costs and not be guilty of a
similar offense or go on the
property, pay restitution, and
probation for 12months.
Bobby Gene Barfield, proba-

tion violation, modified judg-
ment given to effect that defen-
dant be confined to Stanly jail 60
days Instead of six months.
Douglas Knight, non-

compliance with judgment, two
weeks to payor commitment to II
Issue toput sentence into effect.
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Barbee's Grove In
Revival Apr. 4-7
As a. participant in the "Here's

Hope" joint evangelistic crusade of
the Baptists.Barbee's Grove Church
will hold special
services Sunday
through Wednes-
day, April 1-7.
Services on

Palm Sunday will
be at 11a.m. and 6
p.m., and Monday
through Wednes-
day evenings at
7:30.
Rev. Ray Luck,

of Marion, Vir-
ginia, will lead the LUCK
revival services, according to
pastor, Rev. Steve Williams.
Mr. Luck has earned degrees from

Carson-Newman College and South-
western Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, and has served pastorates in
Virginia, West Virginia, North Caro-
lina and Tennessee. He is currently
serving as Director of Missions of
the Lebanon Baptist Association in
virgmta. He was included in the 1977
edition of "Outstanding Young Men
of America. rr

The pastor extended a cordial in-
vitation to everyone to attend these
special "Here's Hope" services. I
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meetings will continue Sunday The entire community is cor-
through Wednesday evenings at I dially invited to jOin in the
7:00. Special music will be en- \ revival meetings, and to hear
joyed each evening. I this powerful and dynamic
Rev. Brooks, a graduate of " ev~ngelist, Rev. Yates Brooks

Wake Forest University and \ said Rev. Steve Williams;
Sou the a s t ern B apt i st' pastor.
Theological Seminary, is well
known in Stanly County, having'
served as pastor of Pleasant
.Grove Baptist Church from 19119
until 1973. He was elected
Moderator of the Stanly Baptist
Association in 1972.
Since leaving the Albemarle

area, Rev. Brooks has pastored
in Florida, High Point, and is
now pastor of Enon Baptist
Church in the Morganton area.

REV. YATES BROOKS

Barbee's Grove
Slates Revival
The Spring Revival of

Barbee's Grove Baptist Church
will begin Sunday, March 22, at
the 11:00 o'clock worship hour.
Rev, Yates Brooks will be the
guest evangelist. Revival
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