
BELMONT, NC 
WEEKLY 4,600 

MAY 7 2003 

BELMONT BANNER 

I lllllll lllll llllll llll llll lllll llll lllll llllll lllll llll llll 
BUTTelle's 

llll'ORMATIOll SERVICES 

12 
.xz4 .. 28 

First Baptist sets 
first park concert 
First Baptist Cb~h of 

fu:lmont is sponsoring its 
annual concert series, Picnic 
in the Park at Stowe Park in 
Belmont beginning Sunday, 
May 25. . 
A free meal will be served 

at 5 p.m. and a free concert 
will follow at 6 p.m. featur 
ing the singing group, His 
Own. The public is cordially 
invited. 



d. c; I 
Belmont First Baptist Schedules 
Children'~ Choir Camp For July 7-11 

CLIPPING SERVICE 
lllS HILL,SBORd' 

RALEIGH, NC 27603 
TEL,(919)833.2079 

BANNER 
BELMONT, N. C. 

JUN-11--86 

A Children's Choir Camp 
will be held July 7-11 at the 
First Baptist Church of Bel 
mont from 1p.m.to4:15 p.m. 
each day. The camp is for 
children who are entering the 
third through the seventh 
grades. 
The schedule for the camp 

is as follows: 
Period One', 1 p.m. to 1: 45 

p.m., choral activities; 
Period Two, 1:45 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m, theory I learning ac 
tivities, theory II learning ac 
tivities, choir chimes; Period 
three, 2:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m., 
break; Period four, 2:45 p.m. 
to 3: 30 p.m., same as Period 2 
(children switch); Peried 

Winthrop and UNCC. She 
holds degrees in voice and· 
music education. She also has 
a masters in education, work 
ing with the handicapped. 
Dottie is presently a 

specialist in music with the 
Cha riot te-Mecklenburg 
Schools. Currently, she con 
ducts the K-3 Orff program at 
St. John's Bantist Church in 
Charlotte. She has done 
workshops and seminars in 
the Carolinas. 
There is a $10 charge per 

child. This is to cover the cost 
of materials, such as books 
and music which will belong 
to the child after the camp. 
If you would like to register 

your child for the camp, 
please fill out the registration 
form accompanying this 
story and send it with your 
check made out to the Gaston 
Baptist Association to: Jerry 

e Olson, First Baptist Church, 
e 23 North Central Avenue, Bel 
mont, N .C. 28012. The 
deadline for returning the 
registradon forms is June 30. // 

Five, 3:30 to 4:15 p.m., Orff 
Sessions. 
The Choral clinician is 

Patricia McBrayer, current 
ly serving as the music 
associate at Providence Bap 
tist Church in Charlotte. 
She is organist, young 

musicians choir director, and 
adult bell director. She is a 
graduate of Mars Hill and 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
Children's music is a major 

interest in her life. She has 
led many workshops for 
children's choir leaders 
across the state. 
Serving as Orff clinician is 

Dottie Tobias. a graduate of 
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October 5 - 8, 1952 

SUNDAY ... 11:00 A. M. mornmg Worship 
Message by the Pastor 

3:00 P. M. Dedication Service 
Guest Minister-Rev. R. A. Kelly, Pastor 
Matthews Baptist Church, Matthews, 
N. C. 

7:30 P. M. Evening Worship 
Guest Minister-Dr W. H. Williams, 
Pastor Pritchard M e m o r i a 1 Baptist 
Church, Charlotte, N. C. 

MONDAY - - . 7:30 P. M. Guest Minister-Dr. R. A. MacFarland, 
Gaffney, South Carolina. 

TUESDAY - - . 7:30 P. M. Guest Minister-Dr. V. Ward Barr, Pas 
tor First Baptist Church, Gastonia, N. C. 

WEDNESDAY - 7:30 P. M. Guest Minister-Dr. H. H. Stembridge, 
Pastor First Baptist Church, Forest City, 
N. C. 

WE WOULD BE BUILDING 
We would be building, temples still undone 
O'er crumbling walls their crosses scarcely lift; 
Waiting till love can rise the broken stone, 
And hearts creative bridge the human rift; 
We would be building, Master, let Thy plan 
Reveal the life that God would give to man. 

Teach us to build; upon the solid rock 
We set the dreams that hardens into deed, 
Ribbed with the steel that time and change doth mock, 
The' unfailing purpose of our noblest creed; 
Teach us to build; 0 Master, lend us sight 
To see the towers gleaming in the light. 

0 keep us building, Master; may our hands 
Ne'er falter when the dream is in our hearts, 
When to our ears there come divine commands 
And all the pride of sinful will departs; 
We build with Thee, 0 grant enduring worth 
Until the heav'nly Kingdom comes on earth. 

-Purd E. Deitz 



HISTORICAL SKETCH 

Today marks the third milestone in the history of the First Baptist Church. 
The first was on October 4, 1874 when a number of Baptists met under a brush 
arbor above the Stockade Spring on a hill near the center of the village known as 
Garibaldi for the purpose or organizing a Baptist Church. The seventeen charter 
members chose the name of "Fellowship Baptist Church" and the following entry 
was written into the record: "A portion of the members of Bruington Baptist 
Church with some letters from other churches met at Garibaldi, North Carolina. 
on the 4th day of October, 1874, and after agreeing upon the Baptist Covenant 
and the Principles of Faith, were organized into a Baptist Church by a Presbytery 
consisting of Elders A. L. Stough, D. W. Thomason, and I. M. Hilderbrand." 

After the organization of Fellowship Baptist Church services were held for 
a while in the Jingles school-house. In the course of time a lot was given by 
Mrs. Sarah Smith, a charter member, on which the present sanctuary stands. 
Time alone will reveal the kinr11y spirit of this good woman and her gift. 

The second milestone was June 22, 1913 when the second sanctuary was 
dedicated with Dr. R. T. Vann bringing the message. It had been erected in 
1911 under the leadership of Rev. L. M. Hobbs who resigned shortly before the 
dedication service which took place while the church was being supplied by a 
student, Rev. T. C. Holland, of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Kentucky. As the membership grew rapidly the need for more 
space was felt and plans began to take shape in the minds of the people for an 
adequate plant. In the meantime the East Baptist Church was organized under 
the leadership of Fellowship Baptist and many members in that section of the 
city moved their memberships to the new church. 

In 1921 a pastorium was erected at a cost of $7,500 and was occupied by Rev. 
George H. Johnson and family. When this project was finished a building fund 
was begun for the present Education Building which was erected in 1939 under 
the leadership of Rev. R. A. Kelly. This building, 95 by 56 feet and three stories 
high is still a monument to wise planning and devoted service. The cost of the 
structure and its furnishings exceeded $40,000.00. 

The third rnllestone is reached today with the entering of the third 
sanctuary. This realization of a long cherished hope is the result of careful 
planning, liberal giving, devoted service and earnest praying. Figures are not 
so interesting, yet a few facts bearing on the growth of the church are timely. As 
late as 1908 there were only 85 members of the church and 56 in the Sunday 
School. Today we have more than 900 members with above 750 in the Sunday 
School. Financial records were not kept in detail in those early days, but figures 
indicate that through 1928 the church had contributed for all purposes the sum 
of $188,000.00. From 1929 through 1948 contributions amounted to $290,000.00, 
and the three years of 1949-1951 inclusive marked up a total financial record 
of $162,000. Records therefore reveal a grand total of offerings amounting to 
more than $640,000 during the history of the church. 

In the long list of those who have served in a conspicuous way the following 
names appear: McLean, Smith, Stowe, Gaston, Armstrong, Leeper, Suggs, Gullick, 
Todd, Fite, Francis, Groner, Abernathy, Wilson, Creasman, Sanders, Mitchell, 
Flowers, and a great many others too numerous to mention in .this short history. 
The Lord knows them all, and in some time or other they will all be crowned 
with that "well done, good and faithful servant" award which awaits the faithful. 

The success of the First Baptist Church is in a large way due to the efforts 
of those who have led us during these years. A list of the dear pastors together 
with their dates of service appears at the end of this sketch. 

On various occasions the church has been supplied by strong men who served 
as interim pastors. Among them were Dr. L. R. Pruitt. Rev. C. W. Reed, and Dr. 
R. C. Granberry, President of Limestone College until recently. 



During the last few years the church has employed an assistant to the pastor 
to serve either in the field of music or education or both. The following have 
labored among us: Mrs. Dorothy Rhinehardt, Mr. Newell C. Carter, Rev. James 
Blackwelder, Rev. J. 0. Stroud, and Mr. 1. G. Leather, the present director of 
music and education. 

On September 1, 1945, Rev. Walter N. Long became our pastor, coming from 
the First Baptist Church of Clinton, South Carolina, where he had served faith· 
fully for nearly nine years. He and Mrs. Long have led us in a splendid way 
and their influence is felt in every department of our church life. During Mr. 
Long's pastorate of seven years the church has grown to a membership of more 
than 900 and the Sunday School has practically doubled in attendance. There was 
no Training Union work being done, but in January, 1946 a full graded Training 
Union was organized with every department fully staffed. This department of 
our church life has done well, and under the Directorship of Thomas Gosnell the 
training emphasis is being pushed. 

Some effort was made late in the ministry of Rev. John H. Hughston, Jr., to 
create a Building Fund, and by September 1, 1945 there had been collected a 
total of $2,117.63. Then in December 1945 a program of regular giving was 
systematically adopted so that by September 1, 1952 the church had contribtued 
$125,978.42 to the Building Fund. A portion of this was used in 1948 for the 
erection of a recreation building known as the Fellowship House which has been 
in constant use. This three room structure, fully equipped with kitchen facili 
ties, has been a center of activities among young and old alike, and the social 
life of the church has thereby been noticeably expanded. 

The last service in the second sanctaury was held April 15, 1951 with the 
largest recorded attendance in the history of the church for both Sunday School 
and the worship services. At the evening hour the pastor baptized 46 people 
into the fellowship of the church, thus bringing to a grand climax the history of 
the old building. On the very next day workmen began razing this structure 
to make ready for the new sanctuary in which we worship today. 

"The old order changeth, yielding place to new; 
And God fulfils himself in many ways." 

LIST OF PASTORS 

D. W. Thomason 1874-1881 
P. R. Elam 1882-1883 
A. L. Stough 1883-1885 
J. R. Faulkner 1885-1887 
J. A. White . . . . .1887-1890 
J.E. McManaway . 1890-1891 
M. P. Mathey . . . . . 1891-1896 
D. M. Austin 1896-1899 
J. L. Vipperman . 1899-1900 
P. H. Purnell .... 1900-1906 
D. M. Austin . . . . . 1906-1909 
J. L. Shinn . . . . . . . 1909-1910 

D. M. Austin 1910-1911 
L. M. Hobbs 1911-1913 
T. C. Holland 1913- 
L. M. Hobbs 1913-1915 
F. M. Huggins 1915-1920 
G. H. Johnson 1920-1922 
L. R. Pruett 1922-1923 
S. R. Bass 1923-1928 
R. A. Kelly 1928-1941 
J. W. Hughston, Jr. 1941-1945 
Walter N. Long .. 1945- 
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First Sanctuary 1S75 - 1911 
·"~ct's drawmg) 

Second Sanctuary 1911 - 1951 



J\'lr. Joe T. Moore 
Designer a110 Supervisor 

The new sanctuary of the First Baptist Church is inseparably connected with 
the name of Deacon Joe T. Moore who designed the building, drew the plans 
in every detail, and supervised in the capacity of architect. The movement 
which culminated in the erection of this structure began in the late thirties 
when the Education Building was constructed. Nothing, however, was ac 
complished in a definite way until the year 1950 when the Board of Deacons 
requested Mr. Moore to draw up tentative plans for a preleminary study. These 
sketches were so favorably received that the Designer was unanimously re 
quested to submit final drawings with specifications and estimated costs. The 
plans were carefully studied and the Church in conference voted heartily and 
unanimously to adopt them and to accept Mr. Moore's offer for supervision in 
the building program. The old sanctuary was thus razed in the spring of 1951 
and the new one was begun immediately. 

The plans for the sanctuary follow Georgian architecture and embody the 
features of simplicity and graceful lines characteristic of early American edifices. 
Such features provide maximum efficiency along with destinctive beauty and 
intriguing charm. 

When the drawings were comnl=terl they wpre carefully studied and approved 
bv the Department of Church Architecture of the Sunday School Board. The 
n;r,,ctor nf tliP Department affirmed that the nlans and the complete architect's 
s=rvice offerer'! bv Mr. Moore would conservatively be estimated at $10.000.00. 
Tn ~rirljtion tn thio considerable sum it is the conviction of the Building Com 
mitto" that additional thousands have been s::ivetl bv his careful sunervision. 

Our sinrprp apnreciation jo herPhv exnrr=s=d to Mr. Moore for the splendid 
plans and the excellnt supervision given without any compensation whatsoever. 



TRUSTEES 
~------------ 

D. P. Stowe W. J. Francis 

J. T. Moore (opposite page) 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 

J<'ront row left to right. Mrs. W. J. Francis, Mrs. R. B. Suggs, Mrs. 
L. B. Bass, Miss Ila Armstrong, Miss Katherine Gaston, I. G. Leather, 
and R. T. Buckner. 

Second row: James Smith, E. J. Burns, C. S. Hinson, R. C. Coppedge, 
W. J. Francis, and Walter N. Long. 

Third row: D. P. Stowe, D. W. Bumgardner, L. A. Abernathy, Sin 
clair Smith, and J. T. Moore. 



Walter N. Long, Minister 

I. G. Leather, Assistant ]Vi;r:;. Wayne Fite, 
Organist 



Mrs. R. B. Suggs 

SUGGS MEMORIAL ORGAN 

The Suggs Memorial Organ is to be presented to the Church by Mrs. R. B. 
Suggs, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Suggs, and Mr. and Mrs. R. S .Cromlish in memory 
of Mr. Robert Bailey Suggs who for many years was a leader in the First Baptist 
Church. Mr. Suggs was born near Dallas on May 5, 1880, the son of Laban L. 
and Mary Ann Setzer Suggs. He came to Belmont in 1902 and became associated 
with Dr. Jenkins in the drug business. With keen fore-sight and business 
acumen he soon became a leader in various fields, particularly textiles. He 
served as deacon, and was treasurer of the First Baptist Church for 26 years, and 
when the Educational Building was erected in 1939 he served as Chairman of 
the Building Committee. Mr. Suggs passed away on December 21, 1942, and the 
Suggs Memorial Organ is presented in his memory. 

This organ to be installed shortly is furnished by the Standaart Organ Com· 
pany, Inc .. of Suffock, Virginia. It is centered around a console, finished in 
w~lnut to blend with the other furniture, have three 61-note manuals with indi 
vidual tremulant controls and a 32-note pedal. This all-electric console will con 
trol 1313 speaking pipes through the most modern and effective "Standaart" 
patented electro-pneumatic action. Three 16-foot stops are included in the 
specifications. Also controlled will be a set of tubular chimes, a harp stop, and 
manual playing of the Stowe Memorial Carillon both inside the Sanctuary and 
through the tower. Including the chimes, carillon, and harp, some forty stop 
keys, divided among the great, swell, choir and pedal organs, will control desired 
combinations. Four sets of five pistons each will allow most used combinations 
to be set up in advance and selected instantly by pushing the proper piston. 



STOWE MEMORIAL CARILLON 

Mr. and Mr<;. James Pinckney Stowe 

The Stowe Memorial Carillon and supplementary sound system was pre 
sented to the First Baptist Church by Mr. and Mrs. D. P. Stowe in memory of the 
former's parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Pinckney Stowe. 

James Pinckney Stowe was born May 6, 1845, near Lowell, North Carolina. 
At the age of seventeen he enlisted in the Confederate Army and spent two years 
as a soldier. In 1867 he married Elmira Kendrick and moved to Belmont in 1880 
where he operated a farm and a mercantile business. Mr. Stowe was a member 
of the First Baptist Church for thirty-five years and a deacon for almost the 
same length of time. He died on January 22, 1916 at the age of seventy-one, 

Mrs. Elmira Kendrick Stowe was born in the Union section of Gaston County 
on May 2, 1848. She was a charter member of the Fellowship Baptist Church 
(now First Baptist) which was organized in 1874. Mrs. Stowe was active in the 
Sunday School and in all phases of the Women's work in the church and com 
munity as Jong as she was able. She died at the age of eighty-nine on September 
19, 1937. 

The Stowe Memorial Carillon is a 25-note Stromberg-Carlson Louvain Caril 
lon incorporating a Westminster Chime. The bell-tones are generated as an elec 
trically operated "clapper" strikes a metal tone- bar. These tones are then ampli 
fied to sound either in the Sanctuary or over the tower, creating the illusion of 
cast bells. The system may be operated completely automatically or manually 
as one mav desire, the melodies being played on a roll-player or from the key 
board nf the Suggs Memorial Organ upon its installation. 

This Carillon is supplemented by a complete high fidelity sound re-inforcing 
system with hearing aids for the Sanctuarv as a part of a comprehensive sound 
system reaching into any or all of the deoartment asembly rooms as desired. 
The interior system may be linked with the tower carillon so that either the 
"bells" may be heard throushcut the r+urr-h plant. or prozrams or recordings 
may be broadcast from the tower should such be desired at any time. 



MEMORIALS AND SPECIAL GIFTS 

Marion Allan Hinson 

Furnishings in the Nurseries have been pro 
vided by Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Hinson in memory 

of their son, Marion Allan, born April 18, 
1S44; died August 12, 1948. 

Exterior Urns of polished Indiana Limestone 
furnished by the family in memory of Albert 

Forest Gaston, born July 23, 1876; died Feb 

ruary 18, 1947. 

Milton Herbert Sparks 

\. 
Albert Forest Gaston 

Brass Urns for the Sanctuary furnished by Mr. 

and Mrs. J. A. Sparks in memory of their son, 
Milton Herbert Sparks, born March 12, 1921; 

died August 31, 1943. 

An eight-piece set of furniture for the Pulpit 
and Altar donated by Mrs. G. M. Gullick. 

Mrs. G. M. Gullick 



Mrs. W. J. Francis 

SPECIAL GIFTS 

A Steinway Grand Piano furnished by Mr. and 

Mrs. W. J. Francis for the Sanctuary. 

A piano for Adult Department No. 2 provided 
by Furman Groner in memory of his father, 

James Harvey Groner, born May 18, 1886; 

died November 18. 1945. 

Esmer J. Burns 

James Harvey Groner 

Furniture for the main vestibule of the Sanc 

tuary provided by Mr. and Mrs. Esmer J. Burns. 

Wall-to-wall carpet for the Church Parlor 

furnished by Dr. and Mrs. C. H. Sullivan. 

Dr. C. H. Sullivan 



Mrs. J. T. Moore Mrs. R. H. McDowell 

Furniture and draperies for the Church Parlor furnished by Mr. and 
Mrs. J. T. Moore, and Dr. and Mrs. R. H. McDowell. 

MRS. JASPER L. ARMSTRONG 
The furnishings of the Pastor's Study in the new Sanctuary are 

presented by Miss Ila Armstrong, William Armstrong, and Mrs. Rufus 
A. Rankin in memory of their mother, Mrs. Jasper L. Armstrong, whose 
parents were charter members of this Church. 

CHAIRS FOR MEN'S CLASS 
Chairs for the Fellowship Men's Bible Class in Adult Department 

No. 2 were provided by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Stroupe. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Appreciation is hereby expressed to Mr. Floyd Aldredge who has 

given much time, labor, and counsel in working out the sound system 
for the entire Church, and in the installation of the Carillonic Bells. 

To Mr. W. Price Hand, local contractor who erected the Sanctuary, 
to the workmen in his organization, and to his sub-contractors we express 
our appreciation and commend them for a job well done. 

We commend the Building Fund Treasurer, Mr. R. S. Crornlish, for 
diligent service in receiving and disbursing funds during this building 
program. 

We commend the following committees for their splendid service. 
and express our thanks for the many hours they have spent in discharg 
ing their duties: the Steering Committee. the Decorating Committee, the 
Organ Committee, and the Grounds Committee. 

With deep sincerity we express our gratitude to the entire con· 
gregation for their loyal support, cheerful liberality, patient under 
standing, and implicit faith during the past eighteen months. The spirit 
of unity and co-operation even in the face of severe inconvenience could 
not have been better, and for these graces we are humbly grateful. 



BOARD OF DEACONS 

Front row left to right: Dr. R. H. McDowell, W. R. Sellers, Foye 
Lowe, Truett Smith, Knox Wilson, E. J. Burns, Charles Stroupe, R. T. 
Buckner, Ralph Featherstone, and D. P. Stowe. 

Second row: W. T. Warren, W. W. Adcock, Dr. C H.. Sullivan, 
William Gaston, J. T. Moore, C. S. Hinson, Clyde Clark, D. W. Bumgard 
ner, Sr., and L. A. Abernathy. (R. C. Coppedge not present.) 

SANCTUARY CHOIR 

Front row left to right: I. G. Leather, Sidney Stuart, Mary Long, 
Shirley Sellers, Patricia McCall, Ann Cody, Wilma Sellers, and Nan Long. 

Second row: Joyce Gosnell, Joyce Dunlap, Margaret Beck, Mrs. Eu. 
gene Chaney, Jane Rankin, Linda Guffey, Mrs. J. J. Hicks, and Mary 
Elizabeth Leatherman. 

Third row: R. L. Laye, William Ryalls, Foye Lowe, Pat Murphy, 
Walter Long, Jr., Bobby Heafner, Mrs. Bobby Heafner and Mrs. Kenneth 
Murphy. 



CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Walter N. Long . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Minister 
Irving G. Leather Music and Education 
Mrs. Wayne Fite Organist 
Heywood Curry Janitor 

OFFICERS 
Clerk ..... ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R. T. Buckner 
Treasurer . . . . . R. S. Cromlish 
Assistant Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. T. Moore 
Sunday School Superintendent . . . . . . . . . . . . . D. P. Stowe 
Training Union Director . . Thomas Gosnell 
Woman's Missionary Union President Mrs. E. J. Burns 
Purchasing Agent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D. P. Stowe 
Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . W. J. Francis 
Librarian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joyce Gosnell 
Associate Librarian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Betty Kendrick 

DEACONS 
E. J. Burns 
D. W. Bumgardner, Sr. 
W.W. Adcock 
Charles Stroupe 
C. S. Hinson 

J. T. Moore 
W. R. Sellers 
Knox Wilson 
Clyde Clark 
Ralph Featherstone 

William Gaston 
Lige Abernathy 
R. C. Coppedge 
Foye Lowe 
W. T. Warren 

SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT SUPERINTENDENTS 
Nursery Mrs. Leonard Bumgardner 
Beginner No. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Boyce Lowe 
Beginner No. 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Ellen Clark 
Primary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Rose Ramsey 
Junior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miss Addie Leeper 
Intermediate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. W. N. Long 
Young People Hunter Bumgardner 
Adult No. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert Laye 
Adult No. 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. B. Johnson 
Adult No. 3 D. W. Bumgardner, Jr. 
Cradle Roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Morris McManama 
Extention Dept. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Ralph Featherstone 

TRAINING UNION DEPARTMENT DIRECTORS 
Beginner Leader . . . . . . . . . Miss Linda Guffee 
Primary Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miss Betty Jean Armstrong 
Junior Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Robert Redinger 
Intermediate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fove Lowe 
Young People Mrs. w.x. Long 
Adult . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Truett Smith 

TRUSTEES 
W. J. Francis D. P. Stowe J. T. Moore 
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· ~ cifrirches vaiidalized 
" Symbols used 
- in Belmont 
, spray-painting 
By CHIP WILSON 
Staff Writer 
BELMONT - For the Rev. Jack 

Painter, it was more than a slap at 
.: the sacred. He considers it a 

mean-spirited attack by people 
opposed to everything his congre 
gation holds dear. 

Late Thursday, vandals struck at 
three Belmont churches, First Bap 
tist, First Methodist and First Pres 
byterian, spray-painting satanic 
symbols and slogans on their signs 
and outside walls. 
"I wonder if it wasn't some type 

of initiation into satanic worship," 
said Painter, First Baptist's pastor. 
"They were using the symbols of 
that religion to deface the church. 
They defaced that which symbol 
izes Christianity." 

Painter's theory isn't so far 
fetched, police say. 
"It appears to be people who are 

dabbling in Satanism," Police 
Chief Charlie Flowers said. "The 
desecration of churches is some 
kind of ritual they go through." 

Both Belmont and Gaston 
County .police said there has been 
no widespread evidence of Satan 
ism in the area, however. 

Landreth Orrell, who lives on 
the same block as First Baptist, 
said he's gotten used to occasional 
vandalism and isn't frightened by 
the -orninous graffiti. He figures it 
was the same group of youths who 
broke out several of his windows 
recently. 

"This has gone on before, but 
. nobody has ever gotten caught," 
.- Orrell said. 
c The symbols emblazoned onto 
First Baptist included a pentagram, 
or five-pointed star, and an upside 
down cross. The words "Satan 
Rules" were painted onto the door 
of the church's storage shed. 
The same symbols and slogans 

were painted onto other churches. 
At First Presbyterian, the vandals 

" painted the outside of the church 
· and its day-care center in 15 
' different places. 

The churches all lie within three 
blocks of the Belmont police head 

. quarters. An officer on patrol first 
'.. discovered graffiti about 10:30 
, p.m. at First Methodist, but no sign 
of the vandals. Police discovered 
the vandalism at the other 
churches early Friday morning. 

"We stayed about one step 
behind them last night," Flowers 

~ said Friday. "They were concealed 
from us pretty well." 

The Rev. Jack Painter, pastor at First Baptist Church in Belmont, 
looks at a satanic symbol that vandals painted on a church sign 
Thursday night. First Baptist was one of three churches struck by 
vandals. 

Flowers said police have no 
suspects yet. He said officers 
would pay special attention to 
churches while on patrol this 
weekend. 
This is the second time this year 

spray-paint vandals have struck a 
Belmont-area church. Jn January, 
someone painted the words 
"Satan Rules" onto the doors of 
the Good News Tabernacle on 
Browntown Road. 
"We looking at it," Flowers said. 

"It possibly could be related." 
No arrests have been made in 

the Good News Tabernacle van 
dalism. At the time, the church's 
pastor dismissed it as the work of 

pranksters. 
All the churches hit in the latest 

wave of vandalism hoped to have 
the graffiti washed or sandblasted 
away today. 

Insurance is expected to cover 
most costs. No cost estimate of the 
damage was available, though 
church officials expect it to be a 
few hundred dollars at each site. 
Painter, however, was particu 

larly upset because first Baptist 
hosted a group of young mission 
aries Friday and they saw the 
damage upon arriving. 
"It's disturbing that somebody 

can have a mind so warped as to 
do such a thing," he sai~ 
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t q / MUSICIANS will be featured 
'"·n a showcase of classical composl 
ons on June 21 at 8 p.m. In Gaston 

<' College's Myers Center Auditorium. 
(]The p;ogram, entitle "A Little Night 
Music," is sponsored by the college's 
Community Arts Program. Featured 
are the Gastonia Strtng Quartet (Ben 
nie Joe Howe; Ruth Day Dickson. 
Martha Will and John Hunsucker) and 
Mark Shelley and Jerry Olson . 

. , _pianists.~ 
~;}The quartet will present pieces by 
Mozart, Bach and Glazounow, and 
Shelley and Olson will play Mozart and 
Dvorak. 

Bennie .IoeHowe, a Gastonia native, 

has been a violinist with the Charlotte 
. Symphony Orchestra, and for the last 
110 years, with Western Piedmont Sym- 
1 p~ony Orchestra in Hickory, 

VlollnistRuth Day Dickson has also 
played with the Charlotte Symphony 
Orchestra and the Western Piedmont 
Symphony Orchestra as well as the 
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The Joybells To Appear 
At Ftrst Baptist, Belmont 
The Joy bells will be presenting 

a concert at First Baptist Church 
in Belmont this Sunday, April I 5 
at I I a.rn. 

The Joybells are residents of 
Melmark, a home and school for 
the mentally and physicall han 

. dicapped in Berwyn, Pa. 
Under the direction of 

Mildred Krentel, co-founder of 
Melmark, and Celia Downie, 
music thereapist at Melrnark, the 
Joybells present a varied pro 
gram of handbell selections and 
vocal solos with hand-signing ac 
companiment. 

The Joybells tour extensively 
and have performed in churches, 
colleges and civic organizations 
up and down the Eastern Coast 
from New York to Florida. 

They have played on televi 
sion, for Gov. Thornburg's in 
auguration, and twice with the 
Brass Ensemble of the 

Philadelphia Orchestra. 
The Melmark Home is a non 

profit residential facility licensed 
by the Pennsylvania Depart 
ment of Public Welfare for the 
care and training of the mentally 
retarded . 

The Melmark School is also a 
private academic school serving 
the special educational needs of 
those residents. 

The Joybells will capture the 
hearts of any audience and gent 
ly open eyes that have been clos 
ed too long - to the world of the 
handicapped. 

You're cordially invited to 
hear their concert at First Bap 
tist Church in Belmont this Sun 
day at I I a.m. 1 
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Maundy Thursday Communion 
Service At First Baptist 

A Maundy Thursday Corn-: 
munion Service will be observed 
at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary of 
First Baptist Church of Belmont, 
23 N. Central Ave. · 

The sanctuary choir will 
render special music at this ser 
vice where the focus will be on 
the Lord's Supper and the 
remembrance of ''the night on 

which Christ was betrayed." 
The public is cordially invited 

to share in this most meaningful 
service of worship, Rev. Jack A. 
Painter said. 

Whenever a Jewish family 
celebrates the Seder meal during 
the celebration of Passover, the 
youngest child asks, "Why is this 
night different from all other 
nights?" , 

Jesus and his disciples were 
celebrating this Passover meal 
during their "last supper" before 
the crucifixion. 

Holy Week has been called 

the most sacred time in the life of 
the church. Maundy Thursday 
Communion is surely one of the 
most reverent hours, for out of 
the solemnity of its observance 
one is more fully prepared for 
the joy and victory one shares 
because of the Resurrection. 

You're invited to make your 
Easter more complete by par 
ticipating in this worship with 
your family. And you're invited 
to return on Easter Sunday mor 
ning at the 11 a.m. service in 
celebration of our Lord's 
glorious resurrection. 
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Mural of Noah's Ark in the First Baptist Church in Belmont 
... painted by church members Judy Meyers (1), and Brenda Helton 

Women paint mural of Noah's ark 
By Elaine Wilson 
Gazette lifestyle Reporter 

An art snob would probably 
scoff atit. 
Or, to put it politely, the mural 

of Noah's Ark in the First Baptist 
Church of Belmont doesn't com 
pare with Michealangelo's Sistine 
Chapel. 
But children who pass by the 

two-walled, bright colored mural 
in the church's children's depart 
ment, adore it. 
"They love it, said Brenda 

Helton, who, along with Judy 
Meyers, painted the mural of the 
beloved biblical story. "We have 
one four-year-old boy who's mov 
ing and when his parents took him 
to a new church he didn't want to 
go because they didn't have a 
Noah's Ark mural." 
The mural tells the entire story 

of Noah's Ark. On one wall, the 
animals are walking happily into 
the ark two-by-two; to the right of 
the wall, the ark is afloat, amidst 

' 

a raging storm; and on the other 
wall, the happy-looking animals 
are walking off the ark, where a 
rainbow reigns over the land. 
Painting the entire mural took 

from March 1983 to June 5 of this 
year, skipping a lot of time in bet 
ween. Two art teachers helped 
with the sketching and painting, 
but for the most part, Mrs. Helton 
and Mrs. Meyers created the 
murals by themselves. 
"At first, we thought we would 

have about eight People to help 
besides us," said Mrs. Meyers. 
"But the six people didn't show." 
"The men agreed to help if we 

used rollers or airguns,« said Mrs. 
Helton, laughing. 
Aside from the lack of help, 

painting presented other 
challenges. Neither of the two are 
artists. Mrs. Meyers is self 
employed as a contractor and 
Mrs. Helton is a homemaker. 
"We used oil-based enamel 

paint, said Mrs. Meyers, "and it 

gets sticky quick. The children 
would like to come and touch it. 
We got a lot of little fingerprints." 
Spending such long, concen 

trated hours on the project made 
them "a little punchy" at times, 
said Mrs. Helton. 
"We named all the animals as 

we painted them and <Uscussed 
what they were thinking. We 
decided the reason Fred's (a 
gorilla) tongue sticks out is 
because he doesn't want to go on 
the ark. And Wilma is saying 
'hush, you're going."' 

Watching the mural develop has 
been exciting for the children and 
adults. "We got a lot of adults who 
never come down to the children's 
building, who would come to view 
our progress, said Mrs. Helton. 
"They would tease us and say, 
'You all will be on Social Security 
before you finish it.' 

"One man asked us to paint the 
ceiling of the church's sanctuary, 
but we said 'no way.";\ l 
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Services Set In Belmont fAV! 

Rev. Howard First Baptist Revival Speaker March 23-27 
Good News America 

revival services will be held 
at First Baptist Church of 
Belmont, 23 N. Central Ave., 
March 23-27, beginning with 
the 11 o'clock morning wor 
ship service on Sunday and 
continuing each night 
through Thursday, March 27 
at 7:30 p.m. 
A cordial welcome is ex 

tended to everyone. 
By participating in this 

revival, First Baptist Church 
is taking part in a nationwide 
evangelistic effort with over 
30,000 Southern Baptist chur 
ches throughout America, in 
cluding about 50 Baptist chur 
ches in Gaston County. 
Rev. Stanley K. Howard, 

pastor of Walkertown Baptist 
Church, near Winston-Salem, 
will be the guest evangelist at 
each service. 
Rev. Howard is a preacher 

who has a talent for reaching 
children through his chalk art 
and through his special friend 
and dummy, Happy Danny. 
For 37 years Happy Danny 

has been a part of his 
ministry, especially in group 
meetings, camps, schools, 
and youth and children's pro 
grams. 

Pastor Howard is the son of 
the late Dr. and Mrs. John R. 
Howard of Concord. He serv 
ed in the navy during World 
War II and is a graduate of 
Campbell College, Wake 
Forest University, and 

eluding the Revival Choir, 
the Chancel Bells, the 
Jubilate Ringers, the Senior 
Adult Choir and others. 
A nursery will be provided 

for preschool children during 
each service. , 

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
Howard has held six 

pastorates in North Carolina 
during his 37 years in the 
ministry. He is married to 
Betty Taylor, the daughter of 

Dr. ·and-Mrs. W.C. Taylor, 
who served 41 years as 
Southern Baptist foreign mis 
sionaries. 
Rev. Jack A. Painter, 

pastor of First Baptist 
Church, joins the members of 

the church in extending a per 
sonal invitation to everyone 
to share in these worship ex 
periences. 
Music will be presented at 

each service by dedicated 
and talented musicians, in- 

REV. STAN HOWARD \ 
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The Royal Ambassadors Conducting 
Greenwood Cemetery Beautification 
The Royal Ambassadors of 

First Baptist Church, Bel 
mont, are conducting a 
beautification project at 
Greenwood Cemetery. 
The young boys are helping 

church members keep their 
cemetery lots clean. The ser 
vices provided by their mis 
sionary study group includes 
cutting grass, trim work, and 
adding lime and fertilizer as 
needed. 
The purpose of the work 

project is to provide the boys 
with an opportunity to ex 
press love for their church 
family, to teach the boys pro 
per lawn care, and to provide 
a practical work experience. 
"The project includes a lot 

of hard work, love and 
dedication to Christ," said 
spokesman Glenn Ingle. 
"The project will continue 

all summer and the young 
boys look forward to each· 
new opportunity to serve YOUTH GROUP -- Here are several members of The Royal 
their church and to share Ambassadors of First Baptist Church, Belmont, who are con 
Christ with the people they ducting a beautification project at Greenwood Cemetery. love.'' 
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As Minister Of Music lu 1 
Jerry Olson Accepts 
Role At First Baptist 
Jerry D. Olson Jr: has ac 

cepted the unanimous call to 
become the Minister of Music at 
First Baptist Church of Belmont. 

He will assume his duties on 
the church staff this Sunday, 
March 11 . Olson is from Georgia 
and has studied piano since the 
age of eight. He became the 
church painist at the age of I 0. 

During his first year in college, 
Jerry found a strong call to 
devote his life to Christian ser- . 
vice through the ministry of 
music. 

This call led him to Samford 
University in Birmingham, Ala., 
where he earned his Bachelor of 
Music Education degree (Piano 
Major) in 1980, and on to 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., where 
he earned the Master of Church 
Music degree in December, 
1983. 
Throughout his university and 

seminary years he served on 
several church staffs either as the 
Minister of Music· or Assistant 
Minister.of Music. 
Thus, he brings both academic 

training and on-the-job ex 
perience to First Baptist Church. 

JERRY D. OLSON JR. 
Olson was an honor graduate 

in high school and was named to 
Who's Who in Music in 
American High Schools. 

In college he was on the Na 
tional 'Dean's List, active in the 
University Chorale, a member of 
the Birmingham Civic Chorus, 
Honors Piano Recital, Who\ 
Who, pianist for chapel services. 

His honors and place of ser 
vice in seminary· include: 
Seminary Choir, Oratorio 
Chorus, Male Chorale, .Bobby 
Hylton Scholarship, Handbell 
Ensemble, and member of t hc 
Hymn Society of America. 

{l 
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if i~st Baptist Will Host 
Visitors From England 

Excitement is building in 
the membership of First Bap 
tist Church of Belmont in ;· n 
ticipation of the arrival or ... · 
six-member evangelistic 
team from England to lead in 
the revival services which 
begin this Sunday at 11 a.m. 
and will continue Monday 
through Thursday at 7:30 
p.m. 
"The church swings wide 

its doors to welcome 
everyone so that you might 
experience the warm Chris 
tian fellowship of the local 
congregation, the inspiring 
preaching of a seasoned 
British pastor in the person of 
Rev. Alan Fleetwood, the 
music of Mrs. Hilda Wallace 
from Plymouth, England 
(the departure point of the 
English Coloney that settled 
at the "Lost Colony" in North 
Carolina), the heart-stirring 
testimonies of Mrs. Catherine 
Shilliday, Mrs. Audry Fleet 
wood, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Green," said Rev. 
Jack Painter of Belmont first 
Baptist. 

So the "British Are Com 
ing" to Belmont to become 
"Partners in Missions" with 
the First Bapitist Church. 
"While these British 

pastors and lay persons may 
speak with a different accent 
and drink hot tea with milk, 
they come with the single 
purpose of sharing the gospel 

/ 

and their personal faith in 
Jesus Christ," Rev. Painter 
said. 
"This venture calls forth a 

great deal of faith and 
sacrifice, because most team 
members are lay persons 

who are paying their own ex 
penses and taking their vaca 
tion time to make this mis 
sion trip." 
The public is cordially in 

vited to each service May 10 
through May 14 and May 17. 

7:30 
PM 

'WELCOME TO FIRST BAPTIST' -- Rev. 
Jack Painter of First Baptist Church, Bel 
mont, stands beside the big sign on the 
church grounds welcoming , the six-member 
evangelistic team from Englattd to leadthe 
revival services scheduled to begin Sunday at 

II a.m., continuing each evening ,'\Jonda' 
through Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Preaching wiiJ 
be Rev. Alan l<'Jeetwood, one of the English 
visitors. The visitor·s from England will ar 
rive in Charlotte Thursday at i::IO p.111. 
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The Joy bells will be presenting 
a concert at First Baptist Church 
in Belmont on Sunday, April 15 
at 10 a.m. 
The Joybells are residents of 

Melmark, a home and school for 
the mentally and physically han 
dicapped in Berwyn, Pa. 
Under the direction of 

Mildred Krentel, co-founder of 
Melmark, and Celia Downie, 
music thereapist at Melmark, the 
Joybells present. a varied pro 
gram of handbell selections and 
vocal solos with hand-signing ac 
companiment. 
The Joybells tour extensively 

and have performed in churches, 
colleges and civic organizations 
up and down the Eastern Coast 
from New York to Florida. They 
have played on television, for 
Gov. Thornburgh 's inaugura 
tion, and twice with the Brass 
Ensemble of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. 
The Melmark Home is a non 

profit residential facility licensed 
by the Pennsylvania Depart 
ment of Public Welfare for the 
care and training of the mentally 
retarded. 
The Melmark School is also a 

private academic school serving 
the special educational needs of 
those residents. 
The Joybells will capture the 

hearts of any audience and gent 
ly open eyes that have been clos 
ed too long - to the world of the 
handicapped. 
You're cordially invited to 

hear their concert at First Bap 
tist Church in Belmont april 15. 
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The Joybells To Appear 
At First Baptist, Belmont 
The Joybells will be presenting 

a concert at First Baptist Church 
in Belmont this Sunday, April I 5 
at I I a.m. 
The Joybells are residents of 

Melmark, a home and school for 
the mentally and physicall han 
dicapped in Berwyn, Pa. 
Under the direction of 

Mildred K rent el, co-founder of 
Melmark, and Celia Downie, 
music thereapist at Melmark, the 
Joybells present a ·varied pro 
gram of handbell selections and 
vocal solos with hand-signing ac 
companiment. 
The Joybells tour extensively 

and have performed in churches, 
colleges and civic organizations 
up and down the Eastern Coast 
from New York to Florida. 
They have played on televi 

sion, for Gov. Thornburg's in 
auguration, and twice with the 
Brass Ensemble of the 

Philadelphia Orchestra. 
The Melmark Home is a non 

profit residential facility licensed 
by the Pennsylvania Depart 
ment of Public Welfare for the 
care and training of the mentally 
retarded. 
The Melmark School is also a 

private academic school serving 
the special educational. needs of 
those residents. · 
The Joybells will capture the 

hearts of any audience and gent 
ly open eyes that have been clos 
ed too long - to the world of the 
handicapped. 

You 're cordially invited to 
hear their concert at First Bap 
tist Church in Belmont this Sun 
day at I 1 a.m. 
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April 24 Through 27 

First Baptist Revival 
Features Five Preachers 
Five outstanding North 

Carolina preachers will preach 
during the revival services at 
First Baptist Church, 23 N. Cen 
tral Avenue, Behnont, beginning 
with the 11 a.m. worship service 
Sunday morning, April 24 and 
continuing nightly through 
Wednesday, April 27, at 7 p.m. 
The public is invited to share 

in these special services. 
Sunday at the 11 a.m. worship 

service, Rev. Cline W. Borders, 
director of missions of the Kings 
r-..tountain Baptist Association 
for the past 10 years, will be the 
guest evangelist, 
He has conducted over I 00 

revivals, is a former pastor, a 
teacher and conference leader, 
and is presently serving as presi- · 
dent of the Director of Missions 
Conference of the Southern Bap 
tist Convention. 
Then on Sunday at 7 p.m., Dr. 

Gene L. Watterson, the pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Shelby 
since 1969, will preach. Dr. Wah 
terson is in outstanding 
preacher and denominational 
leader within the N .C. Baptist 
State Convention and the. 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
At the Monday evening ser 

vice, Dr. Thad R. Dowdle, 
pastor of College Avenue Baptist 
Church of Lenoir, will bring the 
evangelistic message. 
Dr. Dowdle has pastored chur 

ches in North Carolina and 
Mississippi. He has served in 
Lenoir since 1974. He is a 
pulpiteer with special gifts as a 
teacher of preachers. 
Dr. Frank R. Campbell, who 

is serving his second term as 
president of the N .C. Baptist 
State Convention and is in his 
17th year as pastor of First Bap 
tist Church of Statesville, will 

preach on Tuesday evening. 
Dr. Campbell is a gifted 

preacher, writer, community and 
denominational leader who seeks 
to serve the Lord with his whole 
being. 

The pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Gastonia, Dr. A. 
Douglas Aldrich, will bring t~e 
concluding passage in the senes 
of revival services on W ednes 
day at 7 p.m. 

''Dr. Aldrich brings a wealth 

of pastoral. and preaching and 
Christian service to our pulpit," 
said Rev. Jack A. Painter, pastor 
of the Belmont congregation. 
All of these services are plann 

ed to meet special spiritual needs 
of the people of the church and 
community at First Baptist. 

"Therefore, we hope many 
people from all walks of life will 
come and share in these rich ser 
vices of revival, praise and· 
fellowship," said Rev. Painter. 
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April 24 Through 27 , 

First Baptist Revival 
Features Five Preachers 
Five outstanding North 

Carolina preachers will preach 
during the revival services at 
fut Baptis!_C~urch, 23 N. Cen 
tral Avenue.Belmont, beginning 
with the 11 a.m. worship service 
Sunday morning, April 24 and 
continuing nightly through 
Wednesday, April 27, at 7 p.m. 
The public is invited to share 

in these special services. 
Sunday at the 11 a.m. worship 

service, Rev. Cline W. Borders, 
director of missions of the Kings 
Mountain Baptist Association 
for the past 10 years, will be the 
guest evangelist. 

He has conducted over 100 
revivals, -is a former pastor, a 
teacher and conference leader, 
and is presently serving as presi 
dent of the Director of Missions 
Conference of the Southern Bap 
tist Convention. 
Then on Sunday at 7 p.m., Dr. 

Gene L. Watterson, the pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Shelby 
since 1969, will preach. Dr. Wah 
terson is an outstanding 

/ preacher and denominational 
leader within the N .C. Baptist 
State Convention and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
At the Monday evening ser 

vice, Dr. Thad R. Dowdle, 
pastor of College A venue Baptist 

· Church of Lenoir, will bring the 
evangelistic message. 
Dr. Dowdle has pastored chur 

ches in North Carolina and 
Mississippi. He has served in 
Lenoir since 1974. He is a 
pulpiteer with special gifts as a 
teacher of preachers. 
Dr. Frank R. Campbell, who 

is serving his second term as 
president of the N .C. Baptist 
State Convention and is in his 
17th year as pastor of First Bap 
tist Church of Statesville, will 

preach on Tuesday evening. . 
Dr. Campbell is a gifted 

preacher, writer, community and 
denominational leader who seeks 
to serve the Lord with his whole 
being. 

The pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Gastonia, Dr. A. 
Douglas Aldrich, will bring the 
concluding passage in the series 
of revival services on W ednes 
day at 7 p.m. 

''Dr. Aldrich brings a _wealth 

of pastoral and preaching and 
Christian service to our pulpit," 
said Rev. Jack A. Painter, pastor 
of the Belmont congregation. 
All of these services are plann 

ed to meet special spiritual needs 
of the people of the church and 

-community at First Baptist. 
"Therefore, we hope many 

people from all walks of life will 
come and share in these rich ser 
vices of revival, praise and 
fellowship," said Rev. Painter. 



March 29 Through April 5 

First Baptist Revival 
Welcomes Rev. Wilson 

First Baptist Church, located 
at 23 N. Central Ave. in Bel 
mont, invites the public to hear 
guest evangelist, Rev. David 
Wilson, during spring revival ser 
vices. 
These special services begin 

with the 11 a.m. worship service 
on Sunday, March 29, and will 
continue nightly through the 
week at 7 p.rrr-concluding on 
Sunday, April 5, at the morning 
worship service. 
Mr. Wilson recently wrote the 

pastor at First Baptist, Rev. Jack 
A. Painter, saying, "I have no 
pedigrees. I just love the Lord 
and love His Word. May the Ho 
ly Spirit prepare our hearts to 
receive it." 
Mr. Wilson, a Charlotte 

native, is one of three ministers 
in the Wilson family. He was 
converted at the age of 12 and 
accepted God's call into the 
ministry at the age of 18. 

He received his education at 
the University of South 
Carolina, Mississippi College and 
the New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He was a 
Southern Baptist pastor for 20 
years and was active in 
denominational life. 

He has served in the field of 
missionary and teaching 
evangelism for nearly five years. 

avid and his wife, Edna, have 
four children. One of these, a 
college senior, is presently 
preparing herself on the foreign 
mission field. 
__ Mrs. Wilson teaches bible in 
two of the public schools of 
Charlotte, where the Wilsons 
make their home. 

Rev. Wilson has conducted 
many prayer seminars in North 
Carolina as well as throughout 
the United States. However, he 
and his brothers, Grady and 
T.W. Wilson, have been 
recognized most for their 
preaching and evangelistic 
ministries with the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association. 

REV. DAVID WILSON 

Only recently Rev. Wilson ac 
cepted the call to the Mt. Har 
mony Baptist Church in Mat 
thews as a senior minister. 
The pastor arid congregation 

of First Baptist Church extends 
a special invitation to the public 
to hear Rev. Wils..5Jn March 29 
th u A ril 5. 
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Rev. Bill Jones Speaker 

Six Revival Services 
Set At First Baptist 
Six great revival services in five 

days arc planned al First Baptist 
Church, 2:1 N. Central Avenue in 
Belmont. for March Zl-27. 
Rev. William M. Jones, pastor of 

First Baptist Church, Clinton. will 
be the guest evangelist for these 
spring revival services. 
Mr. Jones will bring the first 

message in the series al the eleven 
a.rn. worship· hour on Sunday, 
March Zl and will preach each 
night Sunday through Thursday al 
7 p.m. 

Rev. William "Bill" Jones is 
seasoned with prayer, study and 
years of experience. 1 

He is in great demand as a 
preacher-evangelist, and Rev. 
Jack A. Painter, pastor of First 
Baptist Church. considers the 
church and Belmont most for 
tunate in being able lo secure his 
ministry for these services. 
Therefore, the church and staff 

of the church counts it a privilege 
to extend a cordial invitation for 
all lo attend. 

sent pastorate for 17 years and 
hdorc that he served churches in 
f<'lorida and .South Carolina and 
also served as a missionary lo the 
Dakotas. He was horn in Asheville, 
N.C. and educated at Lenoir 
U.hync College and Southwestern 
Baptist Th<.,•ologicaJ Seminary. 
Come and sharu in these ser 

vices. A nursery will be available 
for all preschool children. 
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Rev. Freeman To Speak 

East Baptist Homecoming 
Scheduled This Sunday · 

This Sunday, November 2, a 
host of "hornecomers" will 
gather at one of the cornerstones 
of ~lmont Fast Belmont Baptist 
Church at the corner of' 
Catawba and Fourth Street. A 
host of fond memories and long 
time friendships will be revived 
and renewed. 

Rev. Z. Miller Freeman, 
Pastor from 1948 until 1957, 
will bring the inspirational 
message in the morning worship 
service. Rev. Freeman led the 
church during some ·of its most 
growing and fruitful years. 
The day will start at 9:45 a.m. 

with "High Attendance Day" in 
the Sunday School followed by a 
"memorable worship service led 
by Rev. Freeman with inspira- 

tional music by the church choir 
with Barbara Keziah at the 
organ and Linda Burrell at the 
piano. 
At 12:30 p.m. dinner-on-the 

grounds will be spread in Friend 
ship Hall from overflowing pic 
nic baskets and covered dishes 
brought by all the home folks. 

Following dinner at about 
I :30 p.m. there will be a gospel 
singing in the church auditorium 
with a quartet, duets, solos and 
congregational singing. 
The members of the quartet 

are: Elaine Rumfelt, Ron Shup 
ing, Mike Keziah, and Faye 
Mauldin accompanied by Bar 
bara Keziah. 
Other singers will be Brenda 

(Cont. On Page 2) l/ 
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Hamecoming 
(Cont. From Page 1) 

Robinson, Judy Campbell, Linda 
Burrell, Debbie Harris, and ' 
others. 

Rev. Bill Miller, interim 
pastor, and Gerald Campbell, 
associate pastor, cordially invite 
homecomers to attend the entire 
program of activities, if possible, 
or to come whenever they can. 

Max Robinson, chairman of 
Deacons, Kevin Loftin, sunday 
school director, Richard Cherry, 
church training director, Beth 
Miller W .M .U. director and 
other key leaders are all working 
together to make this Sunday an 
outstanding day for the church. 

East Belmont Baptist Churcn 
has proud heritage through its 
christian witness in the lives of 
its members and former 
members throughout the state 
and in distant places. 

As one member has observed, 
"Almost everywhere I go in 
North Carolina to participate in 
a church meeting, someone will 
come up to proudly say that they 
or a relative had once attended 
or belonged to East Belmont 
Baptist Church." 

Due to the special schedule of 
activities of the day, there will be 
No evening service. JJ 



At First Baptist 

Raleigh Pastor 

Is Preacher For 
Revival Services 
The Reverend William T. 

Mills, Pastor of Temple 
Baptist Church, Raleigh, will 
be the preacher-evangelist for 
Revival Services at First 
Baptist Church, Belmont, 
beginning Sunday, May 14 at 
the 11:00 a.m. service and 
continuing through Wed 
nesday, May 17. The night 
services will begin at 7: 30 
p.m. 
Rev. Mills was born in Wake 

County and attended N. C. 
State and Wake Forest 
Colleges and graduated from 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary of Fort 
Worth, Texas. He has served 
churches in North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Virginia, and since 
1957 has been pastor of 
Temple Baptist Church. 
He has served on many 

boards, committees, and 
agencies of the North Carolina 
Baptist State Convention as 
well as the Southern Baptist 
Convention. He is presently 
serving as Chairman of the 
Ministerial Board of Campbell 
College and on the Board of 
Trustees of Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Mill Valley California. 
Mills is in great demand as a 

revival preacher and leader of 
conferences because of his 

REV. WILLIAM MILLS 

unique ability to communicate 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a 
most simple yet profound 
manner. 
"Why not avail yourself of 

the many rich spiritual 
blessings that will be provided 
you during these revival 
services," the Rev. Jack A. 
Painter, pastor of First 
Baptist, said. 
The public is invited to these 

services. A nursery will be 
provided. 
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Pre-Easter Service 
Set At First Baptis 
A special Pre-Easter ser 

vice will be held at First Bap 
tist Church (23 N. Central 
Ave.) of Belmont, Thursday 
night at 7:30. p.m. 
The Adult Choir, under 

the direction of Mr. Dennis 
Altizer, will present "Glory 
To the Lamb," a cantata of 
Easter spirituals by Norman 
Johnson. 
Mr. Nelson Hayes, the 

church organist, will accom 
pany the choir for this 
special service of music. 
Virtually the entire range 

of human emotion and ex 
perience has been expressed 
in our great heritage of 
nineteenth-century southern 
spirituals. · 

octhaverh c,.ed........... t .. 
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Further, these simple folk 
songs are replete with scrip 
tural allusions and 'the ap 
plication of spiritual truths 
to everyday life. 
They are, indeed, songs 

from the heart. 
In this cantata, many of 

these spirituals - some 
familiar, some obscure - have 
been woven together to 
retell the story of the life, the 
passion, and the triumph of 
the Savior. 

Rev. Jack A. Painter, 
pastor, extends a cordial in 
vitation on behalf of the en 
tire church to Christians of 
all denominations to share in 
this experience of worship. 



ALBERT LONG'S TEAM - Among those talented personallties 
whose support evangelist Albert Long is privileged to have on 
his team are the above four people who will be appearing with 

him at First Baptist Church in Belmont October 21-24. They are 
0-r) Randy Atcheson, exceptional pianist and organist; Debbie 
Bingham Pullen, former Miss Gongeniality in the Miss North 

t:aro1ma pageant; Lester Matte, a black belt karate instructor 
from Durham; and Donna Stephenson, an operatic soprano who 
has appeared with Billy Graham during one of his Crusades. At- 

cheson will put on a special service on Sunday, October 21, at ll 
a.m. Services nightly will begin at 7:30p.m., and Reverend Jack 
Painter of First Baptist cordially invites the public to attend. 

October 21-24 Nightly 

Long, Team Appear At First Baptist Here 
by DWIGHT FRADY 

Editor 
"Happening" will "happen" 

beginning on Sunday, October 
21, at Belmont's First Baptist 
Church when evange 1st 
Albert Long and histeam will 
appear during special ser- 

vices nightly through Wednes 
day, October 24, at 7:30 p.m. 
Long, a popular youth 

speaker and a dynamic per 
sonality, will br ing four 
members of his team to Bel 
mont. 
They are pianist and 

organist Randy Atcheson, 

black belt karate instructor 
Lester Matte, former Miss 
Congeniality winner of the 
Miss North Carolina contest, 
Debbie Pullen, and Donna 
Stephenson, soloist. 
Rev. Jack Painter of First 

Baptist welcomes the public 
for these special nights of 

witnessing for Christ. 
Long is a salesman and the 

chief executive of his own 
organization, Albert Long 
Happenings, Inc. He started 
out like many of you--four 
years in college, a love for 
athletics, three years in the 
service, followed by 15 years 

in the business world. 
But several things make 

Long different from the rest of 
us. In college, at the Universi 
ty of North Carolina, he was 
the second, and last athlete in 
UNC history, to win letters in 
football, basketball, baseball, 
and track. In 1967 he won the 

Man of the Year award in 
Durham, and three years later 
he was presented the Service 
to Mankind award. 

* * * * * LONG GAVE up his exciting 
and successful job as an in 
surance executive, and lauch 
ed out, in faith, to become a 

salesman for Jesus Christ. 
Subsequently, Albert Long 
Happenings, Inc. was formed. 

A motivational speaker, 
Albert comes on strong ... 
never soft spoken or slow mov 
ing. His deep feelings and con 
cern show that he is a person 
who u11dt>rstands the problems 

of today and of both genera 
tions. 
His sincerity, enthuiasrn 

and humor bring him ovations 
across the nation. The youth 
hear him and receive him. The 
older listen and trust him. His 

<Conl. On Page 5) 
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deep feeling and colorful 
message has a spiritual im 
pact of relevance. His 
vivacious approach to this 
day's current scene gives us 
hope for tomorrow. 
In trust, Albert Long 

bridges the gap. 
Pianist and organist At 

cheson was the first and only 
student allowed to pursue a 
double major in piano and 
organ at New York's fam~ 
Juilliard of Music. He was the 
first person to play the new 
pipe organ in Alice Tully Hall, 
Lincoln Center, New York. 
In an article in "People 

Magazine," Randy, called his 
talent "a gift from God, and I 
owe Him the best I can make 
of it." 
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1 Mrs. Carl Bates 
Mission Speaker 
At First Baptist 

missionary personnel com 
mittee. 
In 1976 Mrs. Bates (Myra) 

was elected second vice 
president of the Southern · 
Baptist Convention. She is 
only the second woman in the 
history of the convention to 
serve as an officer. 
She has been a featured 

speaker at the Southern 
Baptist Ministers' Wives 
Conference. She has also 
spoken to ministers' wives 
conferences in six states of the 
convention. 
In the local church she is 

active in the Woman's 
Missionary Union and teaches 
a class of young rriatrons in 
Sunday School. 
Mrs. Bates likes to hunt and 

fish and has had opportunity 
to do both in various parts of 
the world in her travels with 
her hUsband. 
Dr. and Mrs. Bates have one 

daughter, Judy (Mrs. Joe 
Stoneham), and two grand 
sons, Carl and Will. 
Rev. Jack A. Painter, pastor 

of First Baptist Church, 
Belmont, joins the members 
of the Woman's Missionary 
Union of the church in ex 
tending you an invitatiion to 
hear Mrs. Carl Bates this 
Sunday during the morning 
worship at eleven o'clock. 

Mrs. C§rl E. Bates will be 
. the featured Mission Em· 
phasis Speaker at First 
Baptist Church, Belmont · at 
the 11 'clock worship service 
this Sunday. December 3·10 
marks the Week of Prayer for 
Foreign Missions in all the 
35,000 churches ·,of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
Mrs. Bates, with her vast 

background of service to the 
cause of Christ and the Baptist 
denomination, is well 
qualified to speak on missions. 
She was born in Tupelo, 

Mississippi. She is a graduate 
of Tupelo Junior College and 
Memphis Conservatory of 
Music. 
Since 1959 Dr. and Mrs. 

Bates have lived in Charlotte, 
where Dr. Bates serves as 
pastor of the First Baptist 
Church., Prior to that time 
they served in the First 
Baptist Church of Leesburg, 
Florida, Texarkana, Texas, 
an. Amarillo, Texas.· 
Mrs. Bates bas served on 

committees and boards of the 
state convention, serving in 
two states as a member of the 
state missions committee. 
She was a member of the 
Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
from 1967 to 1974, serving as 
vice-chairman of the 
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ORGAN RECITAL - The Music Ministry of the First Baptist 
Church and the Gaston County Chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists will present, Timothy Q. Smith in recital at 8:00 
p.m., Monday, January 26, at First Baptist Church, Belmont. 
Smith will play pieces by Bach, D' Aquin, and Franck. The 
public is invited to this program. Smith, a resident of Belmont, 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Quay Smith and a sophomore organ 
major at Winthrop College, Rock Hill, S.C., where he studies 
with David Lowry. He is currently serving the Lowell 
Presbyterian Church as Organist - Choir Master . 
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REMEMBERING LAST SUPPER- The Rev. Jack Painter leads 
150 members of his congregation at Belmont's First Baptist 
Church in a celebration Thursday night of the Jewish 
Passover which Christians believe was Jesus Christ's last 
meal also. (Gazette photo by Tom Reed) 

Baptists observe 
Jewish Passover 

By CAROLYN SOWERS 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

BELMONT - It was the night 
before Good Friday and as Jews 
prepared to end Passover, 150 
Baptists here also celebrated the 
event. 

Passover is a four-century-old 
Jewish festival of freedom. Jews in 
Israel and Reform Jews celebrate it 
for seven days. Baptists at First 
Baptist Church here celebrated it for 
one night only. 
"Passover was the last meal that 

Jesus Christ ate on earth," said the 
Rev. Jack Painter of First Baptist 
Church, shortly after the ceremony 
Thursday. 
"It must have been a meaningful 

meal," Painter continued. "Jesus ate 
the Passover his entire life, right up to 
the end." 
The Baptist ceremony recreated the 

Jewish ceremony right down to the 
reading of the Haggadah, a book used 
to conduct the service (Seder). Jews 
keep a copy of the book in their 
homes. 

USED GRAPE JUICE 
The service began with the blessing 

of the first of four cups of wine, 
although the Baptists substituted the 
grape juice which they use at 
communion services. 
The Baptists, seated at long linen 

covered tables in their fellowship hall 
adjacent to the church at 23 North 

ntral Ave., appeared bewildered 
casionally by the Jewish customs 
nd symbolic food. 

The group first tasted parsley 
ipped in salt water, then egg, celery, 
eavened bread and later a meal of 
b, sweet potato and broccoli. 

ere was no dessert. Only grape 
· ce and black coffee accompanied 

the meal. 
Painter told his congregation that 

the parsley dipped in salt water 
symbolized the tears shed by the 
Israelites during their bondage in 
Egypt. 

He told them that the egg 
symbolized hardness or strength for 
the Israelites and everlasting hope. 

"We've never done this before," 
said Graham Rumfelt, a member of 
the church as he dipped his parsley 
into salt water. "This is a real 
experience. The parsley in this water 
tastes like real tears." 

The celebration of Passover by a 
Christian church came as no surprise 
to Gastonia 's Rabbi Sanford Marcus. 
"It is an increasing phenomenon 

among Christian churches," Marcus 
said today. "They find meaning in 
celebrating this service." 
Marcus said that Conservative and 

Orthodox Jews celebrate the 
Passover on the first and second days 
of an eight-day Passover week. 
Reform Jews celebrate Passover on 
the first or second days of a seven-day 
week. All three groups of Jews 
celebrated Passover last weekend. 
The holiday ends Saturday and 
Sunday. 

In the Jewish observance of 
Passover, participants drink wine. 
Marcus said that wine was an ancient 
drink used because it could be 
naturally preserved. Even children 
drank the wine in the way that 
modern children drink milk or water. 

Marcus said that the Seder, or 
Passover meal, is found meaningful 
by both Jews and Christians. 

"An actual meal enables every 
person to participate in God's 
redemption from bondage," he said. 
"We remember how fortunate we are 
to be free. God has made us free." 

7 7 

.) 

r 



Local B.aptist, 

Churches Join 

In Bible Study 
Five local Baptist Churches· 

will unite Monday through 
Thursday for a concentrated 
period of Bible study. 
The · congregations of 

Centerview, East Belmont, 
First, Stowe Memorial and 
Unity Baptist will meet 
Monday and Tuesday nights at 
East Belmont and Wednesday 
and Thursday at Belmont 
First from 7 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. 
Dr. Kenneth Hemphill, 

instructor in Religion at 
Wingate College, will teach 
the adults. The text will be 
"Romans: Everyman 's 
Gospel." 
Dr. Hemphill is a young, 

talented, enthusiastic teacher 
with academic degrees from spiritual insights. Mrs. 
Wake Forest University. Easter Grindstaff of Cen 
Southern Baptist Theological terview Baptist is the teacher 
Seminary and Cambridge for this group. 
University. Mrs. Richard (Frances) 
"Most New · Testament Whitesides and Mrs. Bob 

interpreters believe Paul's (Peggy) Ewing of Unity 
letter to the Romans is the Baptist will teach the four and 
most complete interpretation five year olds. The resources 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ in book is entitled, "Discovering 
the whole of the New Sounds." 
Testament," the Rev. Jack A nursery will be provided 
Painter, pastor of Belmont each night by the host chur- 
First Baptist Church, said. ches. 
"Therefore, this Bible study Everyone is invited to join in 

provides church members an these s~,.;i.§ .. , --·"' 
opportunity to move to the -- .... -· 
heart of the gospel as in-1 Andrews Journal 

Angier Independent terpreted by Christian Apex: Western Wake Herald 
history's best known Asheboro: Randolph Guide 

Ayden Tribune . missionary and preacher - the Bakersville: Mitchell Ledger 
J ,, th R Bayboro: Pamlico Co. News apostle Pau , e ev · Belhaven: Beaufort-Hyde News 

Painter said. Belmont Bagner 
~enson Review "Certainties for God's New Bessemer City Record 

P 1 " 'II b th t t of the Black Mountain News eop e WI e e ex Blowing Rock: Rocket 
study for the youth. This book 

1 will be taught by Mr. and Mrs. ·/ 
Don Whitener. The study I 5 77 
deals with the church in a time 
of persecution, but a time of 
hope. It focuses on the books 
of Hebrews, James, 1st and 

·2nd Peter, tst, 2nd and 3rd 
John and Revelation. 
The other children will 

study, "In The Land Where 
Jesus Lived." Miss Karen 
Broom, a recent graduate of 
Furman University, with a 
degree in child education, will 
teach this group. The content 
of this study will guide lear 
ning experiences about the 
Bible land. 
"The Story of Joseph", the 

younger children's study book 
uses this familiar Bible 
character to teach young 
children personal and 



Thursday At 7 P.M. 

, Members Of First Ba 
To Eat The Passover Meal 
To celebrate Holy Week 

members of the First Baptist 
Church will eat the Passover 
Meal on Thursday evening at 
7:00 o'clock. 
Everything about the ser 

vice, including the festive 
meal which is part of is has 
been arranged with a definite 
purpose in mind. For more 
than 34 centuries Jews have 
observed the Passover, in 
keeping with God's command 
in Exodus chapter 12, that 
they might teach their 
children how God brought 
them out of slavery in Egypt. 
This is done so that every 
person will feel that he had a 
part of that Exodus from 
Egypt, and remember what 
slavery was like, so that they 
might never fall into slavery 
again. 
Symbolic foods which will 
e eaten include unleavened 

bread as a reminder of the moments of the meal happens 
haste in which the Israelites while the host tells the 
left Egypt, bitter herbs which narrative of the Exodus from 
symbolize the suffering of the Egypt. While reciting the ten 
Jews, Charoseth, which is a plagues which God sent upon 
mixture of fruit and nuts the Egyptians, a drop of wine 
which recalls the mortar will be spilled from each 
which the Jews used for person's cup to count each 
erecting buildings in Egypt plague. 
while slaves of Pharaoh. An 
egg is eaten which has been 
boiled to represent the way the 
Jews strengthened under 
persecution, since the egg is a 
food which hardens with 
cooking rather than softens. 
Salt water is used as a symbol 
of the tears they shed while in 
captivity. A vegetable: will be 
eaten to symbolize the growth 
of vegetation in the spring. 
Parsley will be dipped into 
salt water to symbolize the 
miracle of the Red Sea which 
separated. 
One of the most significant 

Jesus observed the 
Passover meal in an upper 
room on the night before he 
died. Historians believe he 
changedthelastthreeitemsin 
the order of service to apply to 
his death. Therefore, the 
ending of the meal will include 
Jesus' communion service. 
... 
The Rev. Jack A. Painter 

will host the meal and Mrs. 
Jack Abernathy will be in 
charge of the preparations. 
The meal will take place by 
candlelight in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
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Best, new minister 
David H. Best is the new minister of 

education and youth, effective June 1 
at First Ba,etist Church in Belmont. 
He is a recent graduate of 

Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. A native of Shelby, he at 
tended Shelby schools and Gardner 
Webb College where he graduated 
with a B.A. degree in religious educa 
tion. 
Best is engaged to be married to 

Jane Brogdon in October. 

MAY 2 6 1978 
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First Baptist Church 

Harpist To Perform 
At Christmas Service 

the Charlotte Symphony as 
well as the c:.arlotte Orotorio 
Society. s>1e teaches harp at 
Queens CoUei;i" as well as the 

lf<. 

U!-1 . ..WYPu.<a-~ u.u;:...u.wi.:·ch will -m~~~rR~ei~!' 
n O a special "Christ> Bessemer Citv Record 

mas Day in the Morning!" Black Mountain News 
Blowing Rock: Rocket 

service at 10:30 a.m. During 
this hour Mrs. Elizabeth Roth 
of the Charlotte Symphony 
Orchestra will perform solos, 
and provide accompaniment 
for solo voice, violin and flute 
with organ, Again the 
Congregation will have an 
Important role in the worship. 
Mrs. Roth is firSt harpist for 

Christmas Eve Communion 
and a very special "Christmas 
Day in the Morning! " service 
at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday will 
highlight the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ at First 
Baptist Church on Central 
Avenue in Belmont. Elizabeth 
Roth, Harpist, will perform 
during the Sunday service. 
The Christmas Eve Com 

munion will be held at 7:00 
p.m. by candlelight with the 
Reverend Jack A. Painter 
officiating, centering the 
service around the prophecies 
concerning the birth and death 
of Jesus Christ, as well as the 
prophecy concerning the 
Annunciation to the Virgin 
Mary. In the baptistry win 
dow tableaus will be formed to 
depict the prophet as well as 
the Virgin. 
The congregation will take 

an active part in this service 
through carols and scripture. 
At the end of the service 

each member of the 
congregation will light his 
individual candle from the 
Christ candle of the Advent 
wreath as they encircle the 
sanctuary singing "Silent 
Night." 
The public is invited and 

Christians of all faiths are 
invited to commune. 

\ 
ELIZABETH ROTH 

Community School of the Arts 
in Charlotte. 1 

The public is invited to this 
service. 
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Dr.Long 
Is Speaker 

Dr. Walter Long, pastor of 
Belmont First Ba~t Church 
for 30 years before his , 
retirement, will be the- guest 
speaker when the Belmont , 
'Kiwanis and Rotary Clubs 
hold their annual joint 
Christmas l~ncheon toda1 
Wednesday, at 12:30 p.m. at: 
the Legion building. ger 
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CLIPPING SERVICE 
1115 HILLSBORO 

RALEIGH, NC 27603 
TEL. (919) 833-2079 
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Committee· of the North 
Carolina Baptist State Con 
vention, as a trustee of the 
North Carolina Baptist 
Retirement Homes, as well 
as serving in many offices 
within the Raleigh and Yates 
Baptist Associations. · 
Rev. Jones is married and 

the father of four children 
and three grandchildren. I/ 
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Dates Are April 14-17 

Rev. Crates Jones Speaks 
At First Baptist Revival 
Spring revival and 

evangelistic services are 
scheduled at First Baptist 
Church of Belmont April 
14-17. 
Rev. Crate Jones, pastor of 

the Angier Avenue Baptist 
Church of Durham, will be 
the guest preacher. He will 
bring the first message at the 
11 a.m. worship service on 
Sunday, April 14. 
The evening services will 

be held at 7:30 p.m. Sunday 
through Wednesday. 
However. a mini musical con 
cert will be presented at 7: 15 
p.m. Monday, Tuesday. and 
Wednesday nights as a 
mea~s of preparing minds 
and hearts for a meaningful 
spiritual experience during 
the worship services beginn 
ing at 7:30 p.m. 
The public is always cor 

dially invited and welcomed 
at the church, located at 23 N 
Central Ave. 
Rev. Jones is a native of 

Lou ls v i ll e , Ky .. and a 
graduate of Mars Hill Col 
lege. Wake Forest Universi 
ty. and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
He is the author of the book. 

Out of the Crate. published 
November. 1979. bv Moore 
Publishing Co. Ali of his 

RE\'. CRATE .JO'.\ES 

pastorates have been in 
North Carolina. and he has 
enjoyed a very successful 
pastorate at the Angier Ave. 
Baptist Church in Durham 
since 1965. 
Rev. Jones has given 

valuable leadership in a 
number of areas \'. ithin the 
Baptist denomination of 
North Carolina. He has serv 
ed as vice president and 
president of North Carolina 
Pastor's Conference. as a 
member of the Resolutions 



APR-4-~84 

(;;.91 The Joybells c J 
To Appear At 
First Baptist 

CLIPPING SERVICE 
1115 HILLSBORO 

RALEIGH, NC 27603 
TEL.(919)833·2079 

NEWS 
MOUNT HOLLY, N. C. 

The Joybells will be presenting 
aconcert at First Baptist Church 
in Belmont on Sunday, April 15 
at IO a.m. 
The Joybells are residents of 

Melmark, a home and school for 
the mentally and physically han 
dicapped in Berwyn, Pa. 
Under the direction of 

Mildred Krentel, co-founder of 
Melmark, and Celia Downie, 
music thereapist at Melmark, the 
Joybells present a varied pro 
gram of handbell selections and 
vocal solos with hand-signing ac 
companiment. 
The Joybells tour extensively 

and have performed in churches, 
colleges and civic organizations 
up and down the Eastern Coast 
from New York to Florida. They 
have played on television, for 
Gov. Thornburgh 's inaugura 
tion, and twice with the Brass 
Ensemble of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. 
The Melmark Home is a non 

profit residential facility licensed 
by the Pennsylvania Depart 
ment of Public Welfare for the 
care and training of the mentally 
retarded. 
The Melmark School is also a 

private academic school serving 
the special educational needs of 
those residents. 
"The Joy bells will capture the 

hearts of any audience and gent 
ly open eyes that have been clos 
ed too long - to the world of the 
handicapped. 
You're cordially invited to 

hear their concert at First Bap 
tist Church in Belmont april 15. 
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Dates Are April 14-17 

Rev. Crates Jones Speaks 
At First Baptist .Hevival 
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Committee of the North 
Carolina Baptist State Con 
vention, as a trustee of the 
North Carolina Baptist 
Retirement Homes, as well 
as serving in many offices 
within the Raleigh and Yates 
Baptist Associations. 
Rev. Jones is married and 

the father of four children 
and three grandchildren. 

Spring revival and 
evangelistic services are 
scheduled at First Baptist 
Church of Belmont April 
14-17. 
Rev. Crate Jones. pastor of 

the Angier A venue Baptist 
Church of Durham. will be 
the guest preacher. He will 
bring the first message at the 
11 a .m. worship service on 
Sunday. April 14. 
The evening services will 

be held at 7:30 p.m. Sunday 
through Wednesday. 
However. a mini musical con 
cert will be presented at 7: 15 · 
p.m. Monday. Tuesday. and 
Wednesday nights as a 
means of preparing 1 minds 
and hearts for a meaningful 
spiritual experience during 
the worship services beginn 
ing at 7:30 p.m. 
The public is always cor 

dially invited and welcomed 
at the church. located at 23 N. 
Centra 1 Ave. 
Rev. Jones is a native of 

Louisville. Kv .. and a 
graduate of Mars Hill Col 
lege, Wake Forest Universi 
ty. and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
He is the author of the book. 

Out of the Crate. published 
November. 1979. by Moore 
Publishing Co. Ali of his 

HE\'. CHATE .JO'.\ES 

pastorates have been in 
North Carolina. and he has 
enjoyed a very successful 
pastorate atthe Angier Ave. 
Baptist Church in Durham 
since 1965. . 
Rev. Jones has given 

valuable leadership in a 
number of areas within the 
Baptist denomination of 
North Carolina. He has serv 
ed as vice president and 
president of North Carolina 
Pastor's Conference. as a 
member of the Resolutions 
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LINDA BOOTH ••. To Appear At First Baptist 

Public Is Invited 

First Baptist Slates 
Christmas Eve Service 

' 

First Baptist Church of Bel 
mont will hold a unique service 
of carols, candles and commu 
nion on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, 
at 7 p.m. 

Jack A. Painter, pastor, in 
vites the public to attend this 
special service which is designed 
to strengthen families in their ef 
fort to keep Christmas upper 
most in their Christmas ac 
tivities. 

Adding to the uniqueness and 
sacredbeauty of the service will 
be the music of harper Linda 
Booth of Charlotte. 
A native of Texas, Mrs. Booth 

now resides in Charlotte, where 
she is a member of the faculty at 
UNCC. 

In the late spring of 1982, Lin 
da performed with flutist Irene 
Maddox for Governor Hunt at 
the World's Fair on North 
Carolina Day, and in the spring 
of 1983 she will perform with 
tenor Richard Kennedy for the 
National Arts Club in New York 
City. 

Rev. Painter states that the 
true meaning of God's life of His 
Son, Jesus Christ, on the first 
Christmas nearly two thousand 
years ago will be more readily ex 
perienced if your family will 
pause with fellow Christians in 
worship on Christmas Eve. 

You 're invited to plan now to 
attend with family and friends. 
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JOIN FIRST BAPTIST- Tons M.:J!rown shown above with 
his wife, Vonda, has joined the staff o~t Baptist Church of 
Belmont as the minister of education and youth. The Browns 
now reside at 312 Forest Lane. 

Tony Brown Joins Staff 
At Belmont First Baptist 
Tony M. Brown recently from Midwestern Baptist 

joined the staff of First Bap- Theological Seminary, Kan 
tist Church of Belmont as the sas City, Mo. 

·minister of education and Brown's ministry ex- 
music. perience includes Ministry of 
Tony and his wife, Vonda, Education and Outreach, 

are excited about their move Children's Workshop direc 
to Belmont. They now reside tor, Summer Youth director, 
at 312 Forest Lane. and service as a volunteer 
''They are dedicated Chris- Summer Pioneer Missions 

tians who show a warm affec- worker in New York. 
tion for people of all ages, but Rev. Painter said, "The 
especially for youth,'' said Browns are rapidly being in 
Rev. Jack A. Painter of First tegrated into the life and 
Baptist Church. ministry of First Baptist 
Brown is a native of Church and into the life of our 

Pickens, S.C., and received town, and we believe they 
his childhood education will be an asset to all who 
there. share their love and friend- 
' 'While a senior in high ship.'' /; 

school, he committed his life 
to follow God's will and pur 
pose, which eventually led 
him to prepare for the educa 
tional and youth ministry to 
which he has been called at 
First Baptist Church," Rev. 
Painter said. 
Brown's educational train 

ing includes an assosicate of 
arts degree from Anderson 
College, a bachelor of arts 
degree from Gardner-Webb 
College, the master of divini 
ty degree and the master of 
religious education degree 
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Dudley Oakes In Recital At First Baptist Thursday 
Dudley Oakes, 

organist/choirmaster at St. 
James Episcopal Church in 
Grosse Ile, Mich., will be in 
recital at First Baptist 
Church, 23 North Central 
Ave., Belmont, at 8:15 p.m. 
on Thursday, April 10. 
A native of Richmond, Va., 

he has earned the bachelor of 
music degree in organ perfor 
mance from the University of 

Richmond and the master of 
music degree at the Universi 
ty of Michigan as a student of 
the international concert ar 
tist Dr. Marilyn Mason. 
He is presently completing 

study for the doctor of 
musical arts degree there as 
a student of Professor Robert 
Glasgow. 
Oakes has performed 

numerous organ concerts in 

the United States, Canada, Michigan, the American 
England, France, Ger~any, Guild .of Organists, the 
Switzerland and Austria, in- Rotary Club of Austria, and 
eluding appearances for the many university and church 
International Keyboar~ In- . recital series. 
stitute at the University of 

DUDLEY OAKES ... Concert Organist 



~q ...... J ---------------- 
/ Mu;ical worship service 

. \ 
:··.;Ill\ 

Mark Dolejsi The Gazette 

The Joy Singers of the First Baptist Church, Belmont, and the Celebration Singers of the 
First Baptist Church, Gastonia,' are shown practicing for their performance of the 

r Kingdom Within. The play will be held June 5 at 7 p.m. at the First Baptist Church, 
Belmont. 
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Belmont First Baptist Children 
To Present Christmas Pageant 

will be presented by the Chancel 
Bells (children's handbell ensem 
ble). The pageant itself consi-t , 
of three phases: an iruroducrorx 
"Christ mas Is ... " followed bv 
"The Christmas Story" and con 
c 1 u d i n g 1\ it h "Sharin!! 
Christ mas." 

The "Christmas Story " por 
tion portrays the birth of Chrivt 
through the traditional Nativ it\ 

1scene complete w ith Mary an~! 
Joseph, angels, Wise Men. 
shepherds, lambs, and to" nspeo 
ple, all of w horn will be costum 
ed. 

During the "Sharin!! 
Christmas" egment, t hree W isL 
Men will lead the children and 
congregation in a procession to 

The preschoolers and children 
of Belmont First Baptist Church 
wi l l present a Chr i st m a 
Pageant, "That 's \\ hy \\ e Have 
Christmas," Wednesday, Dec. 19 
at 7 p.rn. in the church sane 
tuar). · 

The Children's Division of-the 
Sunday School and the 
Children's Music Ministry have 
combined efforts to present an 
inspiring celebration of "hat 
Christmas is all about - the 
wonder and joy of the birth or 
our I .ord and Savior. Jest" 
Christ. 

The prelude to the 

bring gifts of food for the needx 
to a seven-foot bv '>i x-foot 
Christmas tree. . 

The children and conzreua 
tion w ill actually place thei; fo~d 
on the shelves of the Christmas 
tree. The entire production "ill 
include many musical selections 
performed by the Preschool, 
Music Makers, Carol, and 
Chancel Bells, as well as scrip 
t u re readings and narration. 

Family, friends and communi 
ty are cordially invited to share 
in 11.is celebration of the real 
meaning of Christmas. Evervonc 
is invited to remain for a recep 
non and fellowship to folio" the 
pageant in the church fellowship 
hall. 



21, at 11 a.m. 
Long and his team have ap 

peared in Belmont before. He 
gets a large response 
wherever he goes. 
Long is a native of Durham, 

where he still resides. At 
Durham High School he was 
an all-state athlete in three 
different sports, and then at 
tended the University of North 
Carolina, where he was these 
cond, and last athlete in UNC 
history, to win win letters in 
football, basketball, baseball 
and track and field. 
After three years in the Air 

Force, Lorig enjoyed 12 suc 
cessful years as a life in 
surance executive before giv 
ing it all up to become a 
fulltime speaker. 
In 1967, he won the Young 

Man of the Year award in 
Durham, and in 1970 won the 
Service to Mankind award. 
Long works very closely 

with the Fellowship of Chris 
tian Athletes (FCA) and has 
conducted well over 500 high 
school assembly programs 
over the past eight years. 
He has recorded four 

records of high school 
assembly talks. 
Albert has held the pre 

game worship services for the 
Dallas Cowboys, the 
Washington Redskins, the Los 
Angeles Rams and the 
Baltimore Colts. He also con 
ducted the pre-race service 
for the Charlotte World 600 
NASCAR race. 
Albert Long is very happily 

married, the father of three 
'boys, and goes all over the 
(Jnited States speaking to dif 
ferent groups. 
Coming to Belmont along 

with Long will be Atcheson, 
Lester Matte, black belt 
karate instructor, Debbie 
Pullen, former "Miss Con 
geniality" winner, Miss North 
Carolina Contest, and Donna 
Stephenson, soloist. 

At First Baptist 

Long And Tea 
To Appear lh're 
Albert Long Happenings, 

f Inc., will appear at FU;st Bap 
th>t ~ I.If~ in Belmont from 
Sunday, October 21, through 
Wednesday, October 24, Rev. 
Jack Painter of First Baptist 
announced today. 
Long is an evangelist who is 

one of only two athletes in the 
University of North Carolina 
history to win letters in four 
varsity sports in the same 
season. 

· First Baptist Church is 
located at 23 North Central 
Avenue in Belmont. 
Services will take place at 

7:30 p.m. nightly. 
Also, Randall Atcheson, 

organist-pianist, will put on a 
l(!Oncert on Sunday, October 

• ~eTmont 0~~~;,,,.... 
Benson ,..eVl8W 
Bessemer City Record 
Black Mountain News 
Blowing Rock: Rocket 



0 CHURCH OF GOD!" 

HLONG HAST THOU STOOD, 

An Historical Centennial Drama 
PrQduced by First Baptist Church 

Belmont, North Carolina 

Written and Directed by 

CATHERINE S. PAINTER 

STONE PARK 

October 6 and 7 
7:30 P. M. 

.. A CENTURY FOR CHRIST II 



ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

MM. Jac.k. A. Pa.J...n:tvc. c.ame. to Belmont ,ln. 
Se.p:tembvc. 06 1973 whe.n. hvc. hUJ.iband, Re.v. Jack. A. 
Pa.J...n:tvc., be.came. :the. n.,ln.e.:t.e.e.n:th pas.ton: o 6 .the. f ,[}L6:t 
Bapw:t Chunch, By J anuaJty a 6 19 7 4 .the. Chwr.c.h 
Ce.n:te.n.n.,lal ComnLtte.e. decided to cllmax on.e. hundned. 
ye.aM 06 hAA:to~ w.Uh a d!tama de.p,lc.tin.g .the. line. and 
.timv.i o 6 :the. pa.!.i t c.e.n:twr.y. MM • P a.J...n:tvc. b e.g an 
..<mne.di..ately :to wwe. .the. d!tama. 

I n.ctude.d in. he». ll.e.6 e.aJtc.h wvc.e. e.o.Af_y mln.utu o 6 
the. chunch , A H-lo:toll.y ofi F,[}L6:t_ ~w:t Chwr.c.h by 
Wal;tvc. N. Long, and Chali.e.n.ge EJ. '§tel'"M:t by Kathwn.e. 
Gas con , the: cvz.ama whICiie,orrmemoll.a:te.d ~ c.hwr.c.h I .0 7 5.th 
annlvVL5Mff Ln. 7 q4q. MM. Pain:tvc. studied ,ln. de.:to.,il, 
the. boo fl Robvc.:t Le.e. S:towe., P .lon.e.vc. .ln. T e.x.tileo to 
le.Mn. :the. "61'avoTo 6 ihe. ti.mv.i .O.<,n.c.e. MJL. S:towe. '.o 
.ton.g line. c.oi,nude.d wilh F.l!L6:t Bapfu:t' .s , An.o.thvc. 
help6ul book. WM H-lotoJLy on Ga6:ton. Cffttj by Mln.n.,le. 
S:towe. Pue.ft. MM. Paln:tiitah.e.w he.av 6JLom .o:toJU..v.i 
:told by chuneh. membVl.6 • 

Pvz.ha.p.o. :the. mo4:t ~ng iling about .the. play 
i.A :that :tlie. -O:tOll.lJ you aJte. about :to .o e.e. -lo :tJwe. a6 
6M a.o .the. a.uthoJL c.an de.:tvc.mln.e.. On.lf! hvc. way o 6 
dJz.ama,t{_zi,ng :the. e.ve.n.ts ,lo o)L,[gi,nal. The. C.a6 :t 0 6 OVVL 
2 O 0 .o i,nc.vc.ely hope. you w.<.U e.n. joy :t1U..o .o :to ll.y wh,lc.h 
.6 o many o 6 :the.m have. li.ve.d :the.m6 elve..6 ,ln 6MmVL ye.aM, 
oJL have. paJte.n:t.6 and anc.e..o:toM who.o e. n.ame..6 appe.aJt .ln. 
:the. C.a.6 t. 

Fi rs t Baptist Church expresses 

deep appreciation to 

MR. ROBERT LEE STOWE, JR. 

for the use of beautiful 

STOWE PARK 



MUSIC FOR THE PRODUCTION 

"Long Hast Thou Stood, 0 Church of God" Lindeman 

"One Holy Church" (Kentucky Harmony) arr. Butler 

"Surely The Lord Is In This Place" Mueller 

"How Lovely Are the Messengers" Mendelssohn 

"Black is the Color of My True Love's Hair" 
(Appalachian Ballad) arr. Alex Hegenbart 

"Wreck of the Catawba Trestle" Fant 
Music written by Alex Hegenbart 

Words supplied by Pearlie Huffstetler 
Guitar music by Frank Dunn 

Incidental themes throughout the Play: 
"Aunt Sally", "John Benny", etc. by 

Catherine Painter 

COSTUMES FOR THE PLAY were rented from AMERICAN 
SCENIC, Greenville, South Carolina 

HISTORY 

Until 1750 the Catawba Indians had Gaston 
County all to themselves. They were peace-loving as 
a rule. When dissatisfied Germans and Scotch-Irish 
came into the Catawba Valley from Pennsylvania, they 
were attracted by the tall prairie grass and plenti 
ful wildlife. Baptists were largely Scotch-Irish 
descent. Not until the l850's did they begin to 
meet in homes, brush arbors and schools. 



Special Thanks 

SHIRLEY BOWEN 
JAt-ES PARHAM 
JACK PAINTER 

For Serving on all Committees 

SINGERS: Leona Bowers, Dot Parham, Barbara Mauney, 
Margaret Sparks, Bernice Nixon, Miriam Gosnell, 

Jeanette McKnight, Mary Feathers tore, Libby Lewis, 
Janice Hudson, Nelda Wilson, Faye Mauldin, Henry 

Gaston, Ray Scruggs, Jim Bowles, Truett Smith, 
Jack Page, Jack Winters, Alex Hegenbart 

INSTRUMENTALISTS: Melanie Painter, Violin; Molly 
Mullis and Tamara Painter, Flute; Betsy Gaston, 
Lydia Bass, Tommy Lowe, Stan Johnson, Clarinet; 

Kevin Rodden, Brett Widenhouse, French Horn; 
Kurt Widenhouse, Larry Cobb, Trumpet; 

Claude Bowen, Rick McCoy, Trombone. 

ORGANIST Nelson Hayes 

DRUM ................................•... John Auten 

OFFERING 

The offering has been written 
into the play, but is for real. We 
have not charged an admission, but we 
are receiving an offering to help cover 
expenses of costumes, lights, sound, 
printing and building materials. 



LONG HAST THOU STOOD, 0 CHURCH OF GOD! 

PROLOGUE 

NARRATOR Leonil B. Bass, Jr. 

1750 COLONISTS Bill, Wilma, Tim and Tilda 
Abernathy; Helen Auten; Hazel Strayhorn; 

Billie Sitton; Gerald, Ann, Lee Ann, Lee, 
and Kecia Brown; James, Peggy, Kevin and 

Patrick Merritt; Eloise Mabry; Preston, Jr., 
Deanna and Elizabeth Taylor; Ralph and 

Bernice Miller. 

A C T I 

SCENE 1 ..... "and under a brush arbor ..... _ ......... 
A CHURCH WAS BORN! II 1874 

ELDER THOMASSON Claude Smith 
WESLEY LITTON Lige Abernathy 
CLARISSA ARMSTRONG Mildred Brittain 
ELDER HILDEBRAND Henry Gas ton 
GEORGE FITE John Fite 
BURLE FITE. John Ewing 
JOHN BENNY SMITH John Love 
MARK ABERNATHY Ferrell Nixon 
ELDER STOUGH ......•............. George Clayton 
D. N. MITCHELL ....•............. Jesse Criswell 
W. F. V:IILSON Alvin Brittain 
G. M. ARMSTRONG Jim B™les 

OTHER MEMaERS AND FRIENDS PRESENT: 
Frances Smi th , Gladys Fite , Ethel Ewing, 
Dot Parham, Nancy Hinson, Grace Masters, 
Pearle Abernathy, Bea Buckner, Ruth Burns, 
Bernice Nixon, Beth Brittain, Donna 
Rumfelt, Alan Parham, Dot Clayton, Martha 
Page, Arnold Gosnell, Lillian Bridges 



(NAMES WILL BE MENTIONED ONLY ONCE AT THE 
CHARACTER'S MOST IMPORTANT SCENE EXCEPT IN 
RARE EXCEPTIONS.) 

SCENE 2 "TELL IT LIKE IT WAS! 11 

SPEECH CHOIR: Martin Murphy, Joanne Murphy, 
Jerrie Hagans, Vicki Hayes, Vernon Abernathy, 
Beth Conard, Carol Wentz, Susan Cromlish, 
Charles Fowler 

SCENE 3 FUNERAL, 1874 

WIOOWER Jack Page 
HIS CHILDREN Eddie Raines, Barry Morton, 

Melanie Fowler, Marty Murphy, Holly Hayes, 
Jan Duncan, Chip Bowles 

SCENE 4 "AUNT" SALLY GIVES LAND . 
WITH ONE STIPULATION! 

SARAH JANE C'AUNT" SALLY) SMITH Jodie Bass 
ELDER THOMASSON Claude Smith 

SCENE s 11YOU' VE GOT LUMBER, JOHN BENNY 111 

JOHNNY BENNY SMITH John Love 
SARAH ANNE SMITH Betty Love 
HOLLY SMITH Patty Love 
I DA SMITH ............•............ Me 1 i ssa Love 
VOICE OF GOD Henry Gaston 

SCENE 6 ............•....... OUR "BOUNDING DUTY° .... 

GOSSIPS .................•..... Billie Carpenter 
Frances Scruggs 

CHILDREN .....•................... Shannon Eller 
Scott Carpenter 

THE DRUNK M. E. (Hunk} Johnson 



SCEME 7 ........•.... "SATURDAY NIGHT DANCE IN 188511 

, 
I 

DANCERS: Graham and Dot Rumfelt, Frank and 
Edna Mae Walker, Carl and Jerri Howie, Johnny 
and Jeanette Faulkenberry, Todd Scott and 
Lisa Mullis, Tamara Painter and Rick McCoy, 
Debbie McCoy and Eddie Scrubbs, Donna Gosnell 
and Steve Duncan. 

MUSICIANS: John Love, Jr., Frank Dunn, Don 
Sherrill, Robert Hagans 

CALLER ...•......................... John McCoi q 
CHURCH COMMITTEE ..... Jim Bowles and Bill Scott 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN PRESENT ... Lee Faulkenberry, 
Leigh Ann Morton, Dana Stephens, Betsy Gaston, 
Carl a Howie, Kimberly Hudson, Ash 1 i Hudson, 
Cindy Rudisill, Leigh Ann Scruggs, Amanda 
Wilkinson 

SCENE 8 "EARLY PREACHER EVESDROPS . 
ON HIS I ANNUAL CALL I II 

ANXIOUS PREACl:iER Jack A. Painter 

SCENE 9 "CHURCH IN SATURDAY MEETING" 1885 

R. M. GASTON, CLERK Fred Carpenter 
CHURCH MEMBERS ADDED TO THE CHURCH SINCE 

ITS ORGANIZATION: Charles Hudson, O'Neil 
Gaston, Miriam Gosnell, Kenneth and Rosa 
Murphy, Buren and Georgia Caldwell, 
Bonnie Lowe, Marguerite Beattie, Beunie 
Pierce 

SCENE 10 ...... "MEANWHILE, OUTSIDE IN THE BUGGY ... 11 

EBENEZER JENKINS Todd Scott 
LUCINDA PERKINS Lisa Mullis 
CH URCH COMMITTEE Alvin Brittain , 

George Hartgrove 

I N T E R M I S S I 0 N 



A C T I I 

SCENE 1 "THE WEDDING OF LUCINDA PERKINS TO 
EBENEZER JENKINS, II 1887 

MUSICIANS: ........• Molly Mullis, Betsy Gaston, 
Tamara Painter, Lydia Bass, Martha Page 

TWO LADIES Janice Hudson, Frances Scruggs 
CRYING LADY Billie Carpenter 
AUNT JULIA ..........•............. Sally Bowles 
MINISTER .•••.......••........ William F. Gaston 
PILLOW BEARER Marty Murphy 
ORGANIST Dot Parham 

SCENE 2 •....... "THE CHURCH CHANGES HER NAME, 11 1893 

B. J. FLAGSTAFF Alex Hegenbart 

SCENE 3 ..... "CROWDED CONDITIONS IN SUNDAY SCHOOL,11 

1900 ... 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT Boyce Melton 
TEACHERS •............... Gay Melton, L i1 McGee, 

Hugh Mullis, Bob Glaspey 
MEMBERS OF SUNDAY SCHOOL (in addition to those 
named elsewhere in Act !!) .... Juanita, Michele 

and Tony Fowler; Robert Laye; Donna Hayes; 
Adrianne, Elsie, and Scott Wilkinson; Keith 
Gibson; Mamie Rodden; Jeanne Scott; Christine 
Dobson; Renee Boughman; Harold, Vivian, 
Vickie, and Cynthia Rodden; Frank, Evelyn, 
Beverly and EJizabeth Rodden; Barbara Mauney; 
Gordon, AITIY and Sam Gatlin; Lynn Melton; 
Ashli Hudson; Ronnie Stamey; Mike Clary; 
Gary El rod 

CARD CLASS .....••...• Sue, Joseph and Elizabeth 
Sherrill, Ann and Brian Stamey 



SCENE 4 ••• 110FF TO SEE THAT NEW-FANGLED •••• 1~ 
••• 1909 

LADY Faye Mauldin 
BOY .........•.....•............... Steve Mauney 

SCENE 5 ........ 11THE CHURCH CHANGES HER NAME, 11 1912 

CHURCH MODERATOR •••••••••.••...•.•• Boyce Melton 
B. J. FLAGSTAFF •••.•••••..•••.•• Alex Hegenbart 

SCENE 6 11THE GREAT FLOOD OF 191611 

MR. HALKINS •••••••••••••.••••.••• Gordon Gatlin 
LIGE ABERNATHY •••••••••••••••••• Charles Parham 
RUTH BOWEN Kassie Miller 
MRS. GEORGE BOWEN •••••••••.•••••••• Libby Lewis 
MEN WITH STRETCHER •••••••••••.•.•••• Sam Nixon, 

Wa 1 ter Carpenter 
PAPER BOY ••••••••••••••.••.••••.•••••• Dan Page 
MAN ON PARK BENCH •.•••.••• M. E. 11Hunk11 Johnson 
E. L. FANT .•••••••••••.••••••••••• James Parham 
LITTLE GIRL WITH FLOWERS ••••••••••• Lisa Murphy 

SCENE 7 11WELL, FINALLY, LADIES!11 ••••• 1920 

SUFFRAGETTES ••••••••.• Nell Lawing, Wilma Laye, 
Inge Hegenbart, Ruth Huffstetler, Metta 
Glaspey, Eula Bumgardner 

LEADER OF SUFFRAGETTES ••••••.•••.• Leona Bowers 
LATE ARRIVING SUFFRAGETTE AND HUSBAND •.••••..• 

Lil McGee and Jim Beattie 

SCENE 8 ........ 11CHURCH GETS FIRST PASTORIUM,11 1921 

GRANDMA AUTEN ••••••••••••••••• Louise Armstrong 
DOC I A ••••••••••••••.•••••••.•••••. Mo 11 y Mu 11 i s 
LAWSON •••••••••••••••••••• Graylyn Faulkenberry 
MR. AUTEN •.•••••••••••.•.•••.•••••• Hugh Mullis 
MRS. AUTEN Eloise Mullis 
WILLIE •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Bain Carpenter 
PREACHER S. R. BASS •••••••••.••.•• Troy Bridges 



SCENE 9 AND THEN THE GREAT DEPRESSION 1930 

REV. R. A. KELLY Nelson Hayes 
ADELAIDE TYREE, HIS NIECE Melanie Painter 

SCENE 10 "THE CHURCH BUILDS EDUCATIONAL BUILDING," 
..... 1938 

EFFIE BLACKWELDER Anna Smith 
D. P. STOWE Charles Sparks. 

EPILOGUE 

NARRATOR Walter and Ann Lo~g, SPEECH CHOIR 

SIGN BEARERS Dan Page, Steve Mauney, Beth 
Brittain, Donna Rumfelt, Keith Gibson, 
Graylyn Faulkenberry, Michele Fowler, Steve 
Duncan, Walter Carpenter, Rick McCoy, Sam 
Nixon, Betsy Gaston, Amanda Wilkinson, Dana 
Stephens, Lydia Bass, Chip Bowles, Lynn 
Melton, Carla Howie, Melanie Painter 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

A special thanks to Bob 
Green and the Belmont Playmakers 
for help in lighting and makeup. 



TECHNICAL STAFF 

WRITER AND DIRECTOR ••..•••••....• Catherine Painter 

STAGE AND SET 
Brush Arbor Furniture, caskets, Church signs ••. 

. • • • . • . • • • • • • . . . • • • . . . . . . . . • Thomas Gosne 11 
Cabin ..••....•..••••••.•..•...... Charles Sparks 
Backdrop .••••..•••..•••.••...••..•.• Jim Beattie 
19 Pastor's signs Connie Truesdale 
Sunday School Signs .••••..•...•. Betty Armstrong 
Suffragette signs ••.••.•.••..•..... Tommy Worthy 
Political sign •.•••.•.•.•.••....•.• Jane Starnes 
Tombs tones ...••••••.••.......•.••... ~~alter Long 
Antiques for Cabin Chester Blair 
Wagon loaned by •••..•...•......• Lawrence Murphy 
Mule loaned by •.•••••.••...•.•........ Jim Stowe 
Horse loaned by •.••.••.••••••••.•. Donna Rumfelt 
Buggy 1 oaned by ••• ." .•••.•••.••••.•.••• Dan Stowe 

STAGE MANAGERS •••••..•• Graham Rumfelt, Carl Howie, 
Gordon Gatlin, Harold Rodden 

COSTUMES ••..••.•••••..• Ruth Burns, Li 11 ian Bridges 

LIGHTING •••••••.••••••• Gary All ran, Bruce Hedrick, 
Tommy Johnson, Chip Melton 

SOUND •.•...••.•••••••.••.•..•. Frontrow Productions 

DANCE INSTRUCTOR John McCoi g 
PROPERTIES ••••••.•..•.•••• Martin and Joanne Murphy 

John and Ethel Ewing 
SOUND EFFECTS Alex Hegenbart 
MUSIC ARRANGEMENT ••••.••.•••••••. Catherine Painter 

Al ex Hegenbart 
BABY SITTING ••••••• Bobbie Scott, Mildred Brittain, 

Joanne Winters, Beth Brittain, 
Jeanne Scott, Melanie Painter 

PUBLICITY James Parham, Vicki Hayes, 
Jodie Bass, Juanita Fowler, Acteens, Dot Parham 

MAKE-UP •••••• Beth Conard, Lisa Croft, Nila Ransom, 
Metta Blaspey, Bernice Miller, 

Lib Byrd, Vivian Lineberger 
PARKING AND SEATING ••••••.•••••••••••.• Knox Wi 1 son 
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Patriotic service at First Bap. 

BELMONT BANNER 
BELMONT, NC 

WEEKLY 4,600 
JUN 25 2003 
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Fir~t ~aptist Church.. of 
Belmont mvites the commu 
nily-Tc)a patriotic service on 
Sunday, June 29, at 11 a.m. as 
they celebrate our country 
and freedom. 
First Baptist is also span- 

soring its annual concert 
series Picnic in the Park at 
Stowe Park June 29. A free 
meal will be served at 5 p.m., 
followed by a free concert at 
6 p.m. featuring Heart to 
Heart. The public is invited. 
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(First Baptist sets 
first park concert 
15oK.S First Baptis~nrch of 

Belmont rs sponsoring its 
annual concert series, Picnic 
in the Park at Stowe Park in 
Belmont beginning Sunday, 
May 25. 
A free meal will be served 

at 5 p.m. and a free concert 
will follow at 6 p.m. featur 
ing the singing group, His 
Own. The public is cordially 
invited. 
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First Baptist sets fundraiser 
,,/ .J 

Fist Baptist ChurcQ_ of Pick up at church or will 
Belmont will be ~ing a deliver orders within a 10 
fish/chicken fund raiser for mile radius with six or more 
Youth Missions on Friday, orders. Dine in available 
May 16 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Cost for plates is $7 and with free tea. The church is 

includes fish filet with tartar located at 23 N. Central 
sauce or chicken tenders, Avenue, Belmont. Call 704-. 
fries, hushpuppies, and slaw. 825-3758. \ 

MOUNT HOLLY NEWS 
MT. HOLLY, NC 

WEEKLY 4,600 
MAY 14 2003 
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Churches raising 
'reward money 
to catch rapist 
By Kevin Darden 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

BELMONT - Outrage has the 
church and state teaming up to catch 
a criminal. 
Two local churches are raising 

reward money for information lead 
ing to the arrest and conviction of the 
man who raped a 73-year-old woman 
Monday. 
To help catch the suspect, the .Eirst 

Rapt~t Church of Belmont and the 
Lutheran Church of the Holy Com- 
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RAPE 
FROM 1(2 
fOrter will collect donations for the 
reward. 
It's not the church's job to catch 

criminals, but it is the church's job to 
help the community, said the Rev. 
Mike Varn of the the Lutheran 
Church of the Holy Comforter. 
"A sense of outrage can go in dif 

ferent directions," Varn said. 
The church will not make crime 

solving its business, but this is a 
unique case because the rape was so 
brutal, he said. 
First Baptist Church minister Jack 

Painter said this is the first time he's 
ever asked his congregation to donate 
to a reward fund. 
Because the community feels help 

less when something like this hap 
pens, people want to do anything to 
help, he said. 
"It's not rare for Christian people 

to want to do something," Painter 
said. "This is the one response that 
we know can lend some aid to law 
enforcement." 
Painter, who is the nephew of slain 

Mount Holly resident Muriel Lee 

Guin, said crimes against elderly 
people are growing more disturbing 
to the church community. 
Ms. Guin, 84, was stabbed to death 

in her home in September. Tony 
Hartsell is in jail on charges of first 
degree murder. 
The recent incident in Belmont il 

lustrates how vulnerable the elderly 
are, Painter said. 
"It hit home pretty quickly," he 

said. "We all feel victimized." 
The money will be left in the ac 

count until someone provides the 
necessary information about the 
suspect. Police will decide how the 
money is distributed. 
If no one leads police to the sus 

pect's arrest and conviction, then the 
money will be donated to Gaston 
County Crimestoppers. 
The suspect in Monday's rape is 

described as a light-skinned, black 
man in his 30s. He has a stocky build 
and is about 6 feet tall. 



Gaston County, .sometimes referred 
to: as the, Bible Belt, has a sky line of 

;·church steeples. This 'is a scene· in 

Belmont, which has its 
.beautiful churches. 



BelnlOnt .church cele .. -:,.. 

centenniol With b"g dra 
\. . . - 

g:z~t~~;:~~~:r -~ ~------ next shock - the woman's 
. BELMONT - One hundred'~ . . - . . . suffrage movement. 
years ago in the vicinity of what "I have_w~r,ked by my husbend's side for In 1920 women were granted 

h 1 9 · I k h e k I the right. to vote, and soon 
.was t en called Garibaldi a : year'S. . now w at - ma es· peop e thereafter the women at First 
group ·of men and women came I . h . d -I h . b d h . Bapt. ist were granted the rig ht . . aug_ .... an ~.c_ry. - ~ve .o -~~rve uman n together under a brush arbor to . - - . - - , to' speak in church and take part 

· establish a Baptist Church.. nature. I put i_nto the play every feeling I in church affairs. 
Next weekend, the result of h · k · f 1 · h The depression which struck 

th t ti th F. t. B ti t .. ave ever. now n or every ee mg ot er CJ mee mg, e irs ap is _ the country in 1929 also laid its 
Church in Belmont, people ever had." - Mrs. Catherine._ heavy hand on Belmontand 
will celebrate the centerinial of First Baptist. Times got so hard 
its· founding with an outdoor Painter, authc)r of the drama. "that during one of the church 
drama.>: ... - . . . ~ . picnics, while everyone has his 
"Long Hast Thou Stood, O' eyes closed and heads bowed in 

Church of God," will· be church. ever ceased to be a Bible, and paint the church. prayer, · some hungry people 
. presented at. 7 :3~ p.m. §_unday church, the land would revert ' In 1893, the name of Garibaldi' from one of the· mill villages 
.and M~:mday, ~ct. 6 and 7, at the · backto the Smith heirs.'. · was changed to Belmont, and · cameand spirited away all the ·' 
· A~h'hi~he~ter m1St~~~ Park. · . ·5_oda'y, the ·. First . Baptist the Fellowship Baptist Church food. • · . 
of . e ~~ aci&ray, 7th a.cast Church" still , worships. on the . changed· its name to the By 1938 the nation and the - 

'ct mored_anh __ peope,~~~tra. land· that' Aunt Sally donated, BelmontBaptistChurch. . town had recovered to· the· 
o~s/n tad irs~ wci~ _en "<and ·Aunt Sally's "heirs still < Both the town and the church extent that the 'church built a 

: ~int~~ec -~re Yr t?:/Re-'i'eJnr;ik . ; attend the services. . . - . - ~ere changing. New stores $4MAO,OOO educational building. , ·;. ·~ . _ .. < __ ; • . , ._, • ·- . , •·.· _ • • ., .. , • _ . . • • .•• · ._ _ .. • • ,. . _ ·-·. . 

\ . - '· w~ ~ E:)_., · -·~' "-~; ,~·c ~But; altliough ~he church had .were going up on Main Street _NY CHANG_ES · - · ,,_ - .. -. ]?_amter, pas~oro_f thec_hurcJ!· · ·-~fland;:, it still did nof have a . and the-P and N Railroad built a Smee that time there have · -~ETTING READY'- Members of Belll}ont Fir~t Baptist Church or~ . 5hu25h; Lisg· Mullis, wh.q plays_ Luc[oda .. ~~rkins, a young girl about .. 
. . _ Theplay p_r~ents_noJonly the • Dililding:·B~cause: of inclement station in 1899_ One of the stores . ~en many changes .. _ But the g~tting ready for thelr .cer:it~nni;il dr.9-_ci:ia. to -~~ presentei;;!~ Oct. Q. ~- tc:,.?e_ ~arried; }ocffe B~{S, :vyljo' plays. Aunt Sally who donated ~er -, - 
... sto;y _.,.of. ~1-~t· Baptist,=,_~:';'.~ weatiufr:1- the·:, s~tlrch ~records was ~ven" p~_inted inside and ·years have pas~~d quickly ~nd an~ 7. "(If~. Catherine P(!inter. (left);': wri!~!:,an._d cfirector' of: tile · _JaQd to t~e churcb; Leo nil Bas.s Jr., the na rrafor; and Tod Scott, 
~ __ Pamt':;: S?id, .b_~~ alSO t_he sto~y {. state_.t~at no· mee~ing of the people came· from ·miles.:. ~he churc_h is now celebrating play, fixes a beard on her husband,_ the Re·v. Ja_c_.k Painter·, Stand-.: ' who plays Eb Jenkins, Ly_cirida's beau. 
· _of t_~e people· and times. m . · chur~h was held from Nov. 27, around, not to buy anything, but· its lOOth birth_day. . h I f I ·d h Ii - I · · · Belmont(?.r}.helastl~y~,:s- ;;: IB7S;unti1May6., 

1876. 
- simply .to.stand and stare at- Mr_s .. Painte!' has_· been i_ng fr?m t e e tqre C.au e Smit , w q·p ayst,fl .. eflrst pastor of the·· · - .. ,. .-· .. 

~n pc~. 4• 1874• following ~~e '-. -The "inembers of the church what a-"diffei-ence ·a: littfo~paint working on the centennial ·>"·. · · · ' ' :" . .-. .. ' ~: >,;. •. · _ : : ,1:;;-.-. - _- -::-·: . '~ · ·. - . . . _ · .. . 
· example of the Lutherans and;..-., · · 

1· 
· t b b '!din · Id k drama since January Althouah· she said: "! know w~at makes ·read the chur. en records for the blood into the play," which was ·.·r was in the brlish arbor costumes are- arriving, and 

. Presbyte.rians':· ~a.-~group· · o( ·were .. oo poor 0. uy w g cou ma e.. she i·s not a at· ·e f. B I 
0t 

;- • - . - ' ~ . '·" materials for a house of In 1909 things really began to . . n IV 0 e mon . people laugh and cry. I have past : 100 years and Several the first origin.al writing she has. (scene}. for three 'months and . opening night is 'almost here, 
· · Baptist men came together m ·: h" M. t r th h · · B I h r· · and has been a resident of the observed human na(ure. 1 put bo_ oks of 'the his!ory o_-f Helmen. t, 'e,ver d. one_._.. • .. · _· thought I'd_ne_ ver ge_t out," she ·when the lights go down and the 
- Gaston ·county. -to.establish a~ ,"':ors ip .. os o em were appen ~n emont: t e irst town for I l'tt.l th . - ·•. · . ,.,. ,, . .. either farmers or poor mill automobile came to town It on Y 1 e more an a irito the play every; feeling I beside talking_, to.hun_dr~ds-~of · 0Fo.r the past ni!,le mo_nths she .• said. S~e. started rehearsals on. drum roll.begins, the pe0ple of·· 
church. There were 21 charter · · ·ea ·she th; k th t h J - h k d h' - d · · h f f h f hed members ., the ·nrst"r offering· -~hands. who worked 12 hours a was .a one-seat Maxwell qyualri-'ri·ed to w ... rni.testneaplasye was have ever known .or every church and townspeople about as wor e_ 12 _o~rs a ay on 1t. t e irst act be ores e_ mis ~·First Baptist, Belmont and the 

_ - ' · . ' . . . . .. , day for 40 cents or less. belonging to George Howell It _ · feeling other people ever had:"· the things they t'e:mernb,e.1.:ed. __ -._'.'B_uJ it's. Q..een }oa~s of fun," she. - writing the second._ ,.. .. J · -<rest of the county will be given a 
amounted to. $2.37,. and the .. B t f' II · · f th f 11· db th f' t · d "I have worked by my Besi'des feelings, the play i.s· .. Mrs. Paintersaidthatshehas: admitted, .-"Arid- that's what - But' the play is now written, viewofwhatlifewaslikeduring 

··membe.rs agreed to ·pany their;-:-:· u ·ma y, one 0 e was 0 owe Y e irs pave .. · husba d's 'd f 19 " · · . . . . . .-~ - .. ,_ .. · members of the church ·John road that same year and the_ n si e or years,· . also based on fact. Mrs. Painter poure1· her ''life, swea( and kept me going.'; · rehearsals are under way, the the past 10_0 years. _ 
'~'.~-~~t !1'11n~s~~r-3.___aJ.!:.-a_r:_ m ,. Benny~ Smith,· gave. t~ the first state-operated school in · . .. ..............- -- ..: .~ ...-.- - --- ·- ·- 

i T:ir ~~~ or! g d;_, ~h . h.;.. fi> church a pile of lumber that he. 1910. ; ... - 
Fello~shi;aBiptl;t, ~·oid~~o was going to use t~ build~ n_ew By 1912 the tow~ had~r?wn~o: 

· signif{ th?t.ahy.fellow Baptist ,c?urch,_ a!Jd_ the first _!:>wlding that those Bapti~ts hvmg m 
would lie welcome to join their Y.as begun. . _ Ea~t Belmont dec1d_ed to f_orm 
fellowshi · ·· The rules and regulatwns of their · own church, . and. the 
HARnsJii>s the church !n the 19th Century Belmont _Baptist Chu:ch. again 
The early church nad to were far different from what chan~ed its n~me, this time to 

weather many hardships, _the , they are today: Me:i. and women the First Bap~1st Church .. 
first' of which \vas the fack of a sat on different sides of the .. But hardships for the church 
build.in Three months. after ~hurch, and women were not and the town were not over. On 
th hg. h · tab!' h d : allowed to talk or to take part in July 16, 1916, the Catawba River e c urc wa_s. es _ 1s e , h h b · . · Mr s · ti- J s 'th bette , c urc usmess. . flooded and devastated the 
kn~- ara A a~eS ;y1 ~ ... / . The church· frequently entire area. All the bridges 

th 
q_whn ash_ un _ al i'.·r gl avde 0 excluded members if their across the river were washed 
e c urc a parce o an on · h . · . which to build.-·. . . -- :-. be av1_or violated church_ rules. away a~d a number of people 

~ ' The deed stated that the land M~mber.s were .excluded for lost the_1r lives. '.fhe hve-,;;tory 
· was to be used by Fellowship fa1.lur_e to pay 10 cents a year to Mountain Island m Mount [folly 
Baptist Church and its · m1ss~ons, for failure to. was washed completely away. 

forever, b t ·r th contribute dues to the church, TRESTLE WENT· 
successors u i e and for committing public · The railr.oad trestle also went 

transgressions such as down, taking with it a number 
swearing; slander, drunkenness of men who were trying to save 

, and dancing. · ' it by pushing trees and bales of 
__ , cotton under the bridge. 

~~ Southern Railroad offered $50 
?~~~ for every body brought out. 
~~ For weeks Belmont was ~JoJ.~ isolated from the rest of the 

-~ world. But the town soon 
reco\·ered. in order to f 



.Area churches 

.present creative 
holiday programs 

i. I 

r: . ,. d .. 

By Sieve Leer 
Gazette Slate Editor 

Every Christmas season for as long as she can remember, 
, Peggy Day has joined the Ranlo Baptist Church choir for its 
annual cantata. And even after attending the church for more 
than 30 years, the tradition is still meaningful. 

"When I look back 30 years, I don't see anything different 
except we're all a little older," said Day, 61. "But we have fun 

•. with our liule group over here." 
This year's cantata wasn't completely identical to those in 

years past. While the church choir sang selections from "The 
Majesty of Christmas," members dressed as Mary, Joseph, 

1'' shepherds and the three 'Wisc men acted out the nativity scene. 
"The altar was set up like a stable. And my husband. Earl, 

narrated it." Day said. 
Similar combinations of sight and sound play out each 

December in churches all over the Gaston area. Some. Ii kc 
. r Ranlo Baptist; take a more conventional approach to the season 

·1 ~ike elmont's Unity Baptist Ch -h, offer elabo 
. rately-produced c:~hmriisstrtmli:aiisi'Ctr= ..... _ _:___- 

There's room within the religious community for both, local 
pastors said. 

"People who don't ordinarily go 10 church will go al Christ 
mas or Easter to see a play," said the Rev. Robert Baker of firsL 
Baptist Church Belment--c-c, · ~ 
-Rc~vllOs-n:tmrctn:onducted a worshipful "Service 
of Lessons and Carols" Dec. 14, said gelling the unchurchcd 
into the pews sometimes requires presenting the message in 
creative ways. 

Ir's easier to draw them into church with a program at 
·· · · Christmas than other times of the year because "peopl~·1 

,,' .. 1 • •' ~ • GazettepholosbyCralgBeU 
ove, 'The Majesty of Christmas' Is presented by actors al Ranlo_ Baptist ~--D_e_c_. _14_._· ---------------P-le_a_s_e_s_ee_c_h_u_rc A 
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• FIR~T BAPTIST c.rofcili OE BELMONT 
FISH/CHICKEN SALE: 11 
a.m.-7 p.m., 23 N. Cen 
tral Ave. Cost $7 a plate. 
Includes fish fillet or 
chicken tenders, fries, 
hush puppies, slaw. Deliv 
ery available for orders of 
six plates or more within 
a 10-mile radius. Dine-in 
available with free tea. 
Details: Call (704) 825- 
3 7 58 7'f,) ""'> 


