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Bethany Primitive Baptist Church
constituted in spring of 1874

Bethany Primitive Baptist
Church, located in Pine Level, was
constituted May 1874 by Elders
William Brown and Noe Adams.

Bethany is a member of the Little
River Primitive Baptist Association
and is located near Sam Godwin
Park. William J. Peedin, one of the
original members, gave the land on
which the church now stands.
The deed, registered Jan. 23, 1874

states, "This Indenture made this
the 15th day of August between
William J. Peedin of the County of
Johnston and State of North
Carolina of the first part and the
Primitive Baptis Church of the sec-
ond part, for and in consideration of
the Natural Love and Affection he
has for the said church was given,
granted, aliened, released and con-
firm and by these presents does re-
lease and sign one certain tract or
parcel of land, lying and being in
the County of Johnston and State
above named ...To have and to hold
with the appurtenances thereunto
belonging to the Primitive Baptis
Church so long as it is used for the
purpose."
In May 1874 in a conference per-

sons were received by letter and a
Church by the name of Bethany
was constituted by Elders William
Brown and Noe Adams. Collin
Stallings, W.J. Peedin, Jesse
Creech, Pollie Stallings, Nancy
Peedin, Harriet Brady, Cathren
Capps, Sallie Pearce, Qinnie
Evans, Morning Davis, appointed
Brother Collin Stallings, Deacon,
and Jesse Creech, Clerk. William
Brown, Moderator, S.H. Brady,
Clerk were other members.

Among the 15 original Articles
of Faith were, "We believe in the
being of God as almighty Eternal
unchangeable of infinite wisdom,
power, justice, holiness, goodness,
mercy and truth and that this God
has revealed Himself in His word
under the character of Father, Son
and Holy Ghost." I

The Church practices baptism by
immersion and the Lord's Supper as
gospel ordinances. Services are con-
ducted on the fourth Sunday and
Saturday before. Saturday is set
aside for conference that convenes at
2:30 p.m. Sister churches in the as-
sociation worship with one another

The minutes record a quarterly
conference Saturday, March 21,
1896. One of the items was a mo-
tion to open the doors of the church
for the reception of new members.
Another motion inquired if the can-
didates previously received by the
baptism were ready. It was agreed
"to meet at the water at 1/2 past 9
o'clock on the morrow."

Before any business was con-
ducted it was necessary to inquire
and find the church in peace. It was
not unusual to find the name of a
member who confessed to a
sin ... (affray, making remarks,
drinking, etc.). Upon asking for
pardon the minutes showed the ac-
tion of the church in the matter. If
necessary a case was placed into the
hand of 12 brothers, an advisory
council.

Corresponding messengers from
sister churches made reports at the
conference. A contribution of $2.50
was sent. One dollar was given to
the deacons.
Finally, because of some trouble

between the church and two mem-
bers of another church a motion not
to commune was approved.
The handwritten minutes before

the turn of the century include the
full contents of letters dealing with
church affairs.
Elders who have served since the

church was established are Elders
William Brown, Sam H. Brady, H.
Fete Peedin, W J. Stephenson, J.T.
Collier, F.W. Rhodes, E.C. Jones,
Millard Westbrook, Calvin Haward,
SJ. Sauls, Bennie B. Roberts, E.T.
Jones and John Carroll.

Elder Carroll resigned in July
1993 and Robert Peedin, a member
of the church and ordained minister
is filling in while a new pastor is
sought.
In August 1943, Elder Rhodes re-

signed. The church agreed to invite
visiting elders to preach. It was a
year later when Elder E.C. Jones

was called to serve the church.
Elders were not paid salaries. Do-

nations area made to them by indi-
vidual members. This often takes
place during the dinners served after
each meeting.
Through the years Bethany has

struggled to meet its financial obli-
gations. While other churches try to
meet their budget, Bethany Contin_
ues by the Grace of God to operate
With less than $100 in the treasury
one report as late as 1957 shows
light bills of one dollar per month.
a broom, one dollar; water, $2.50:
and electrical repairs, $4.50. '
In February 1964, hymn books

were purchased for $30. The book,
have only the words and no music
Bethany and other Primitive Baptis~
churches do not have musical in-
struments.
Two deacons, Leland Oliver and

Verlon Brady, were ordained in Jan.
1968. In April 1990, Brother Brady
was liberated to preach.
In 1971 the need for new Jocks

for the doors was discussed. They
were given by Brother David Peedin
in the name of his father, Brother
Earnest Peedin and mother, Sister
Daisy Peedin. David Peedin and Sh-
erill Thompson gave the labor.
The yearly meeting for the Little

River Association was held for
three days at Bethany in Sept.
1981. Members from all the sister
churches attended and food was
spread on the grounds.
Since Bethany has few active

members, donations were asked of
the families of former members to
put a new roof on the church in
1990. With money that was left
after covering the roof, the church
purchased ceiling fans.
Today Bethany continues its

work on the same principles on
which it was founded. Strong faith
in God and obedience to His Word
govern the life of each member and
the church.
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