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Mr Laurence Stallings 
273 South Barrington Avenue 
Los Angeles, Calif 90049 



Arnold Rosenfeld 
The Houston Post 
2410 Polk A.venue 
Houston, Texas 77001 

Oct 24, 1966 

Dear Mr Stallings: 

I am writing you with a request, which, 
I hope, you will view with favor. 

I am in the process of co~pleting work 
on editing a book of drawings and sketches by 
the late Col John W. Thomason Jr. The material 
for the book is drawn from a large collection 
of his work that has been placed· in the library 
at the Sam Houston State College at Huntsville, 
Texas, by Mrs Thomason. Most of the sketches 
that will go into the book have never before 
been published. They are, as you might guess, 
very fine. Most were drawn in off-hand moments, 
and are extremely revealing of Col Thomason's 
gifts. The book, at present, is scheduled for 
publication by the University of Texas Press in 
the Spring of 1968. It will contain about 200 
of these pictures. John Graves, a fine writer 
and a former Marine, is doing the introduction. 
I will contribute a brief preface. 

I am hoping that this book will reintro- 
duce Col Thomason to a new generation of ~eaders, 
and, fat' those who al!ready know him, reveal some 
new things. I am not of Col Thomason1s generation, 
and only know him through bis 1rJritings a rd his 
art, but I have seen t bs s e pictures and I feel 
they still speak powerfully and directly. 

~incerely,(\ 

~ ~·~ ._. ~~- 9~ 
Arnold Rosenfeld 

What I wo uLd like to ask is if you might 
be able to contribute a few words to the book. 
I know of your friendship with Col Thomason and 
of the help you gave him in his career as writer 
and artist. I do not mean to impose upon you, but 
I felt my work w oi'l d not be complete until I had 
asked. Anything you could say, however brief, I 
know would be a great contribution to the book. 
If you are unable at this time, I will certainly 
understand. 

With a 11 good wishes. 


