


REV. LEWIS McLEAN

Revival services will
continue at Brim's Grove
~ Church through
Friday, with services nightly
at 7 :30 o'clock.
Guest speaker is the Rev.

Lewis McLean, pastor of
Benton Cross Roads Baptist
Church inMonroe.
The pastor, the Rev. Robert

L. Taylor, invites the public to
attend.
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(L-R) Derrick Manuel and Bart Bell trave-:-Ie-d--~--~-....!..--;..._-"'!'_J
pages at the Southern Baptist Conv r to Salt Lake City last week to serve as
• . en Ion. (Staff photo-Palmer)

Area Teenagers Selected To
Serve As Pages At Annual
.Southem Baptist Convention

and JoAnn Manuel of Pilot Mountain and is
a rising senior at East Surry High School.
Bell is the son of Dennis and Landa Bell of
Pilot Mountain and is a 14-year-old rising
freshman at North Stokes High School.
They were accompanied by Bart's father,
Dennis Bell, who serves as pastor of Brim's
Grove Baptist Church and was the church's

enger to the convention.
The teens and Dennis Bell flew to Utah
Friday, June 5th, to prepare for the

convention's opening. While both boys
viewed the trip as a rare adventure they soon
learned it would also be a lot of work.

"The pages are involved in every facet of
the convention," explained Manuel, "from
tting up, to registration, to the missions

. There was a lot to do. We were told
our work would be what held the con-

together."
"We're the unseen gophers," added Bart
with a laugh. "We're involved in ev-

erything but if we're doing our jobs right
we're never noticed."

The hectic schedules involved getting up
each morning at times ranging between
4:45 and 5:30. A busy day of enjoyable
hustle and bustle would follow, culminat-
ing in the exhausted pages going to bed at or
shortly after midnight. Some 8,579 messen-
gers, or local representatives, were on hand
and the result was a never-ending string of
opportunities for involvement.
. In their limited spare time, the boys were

given the opportunity to see Salt Lake City. A
Wednesday afternoon excursion allowed them
see the downtown area while a Saturday night
on the town turned into a teenage delight.
Pages visited a popular spot known as the
"Fun Dome" where they enjoyed bowling,
laser tag, roller skating, an arcade, and other
activities. Both young men left with a favor-
able impression of the city and its beauty.

"The city is in a valley," explained
Manuel. "There are mountains on all sides
and some of them are covered in snow. It's

By Dean Palmer "We learned what to do
and how to be friendly

regardless of the
circumstance."
-Derrick Manuel

PILOT MOUNTAIN - Two local teen-
agers travele~ to Salt Lake City, Utah, last
week after bemg selected to serve as pages
at the armual ~outhemBaptjst CQDyentioo

Derrick Manuel and Bart Bell were tw~
of only 15 young men selected to serve and
~ere the only selections from North Caro-
l~n~. ~ey, were chosen through their par-
ticipation m the Southern Baptist Challeng- .
ers youth program at Brim's Grove Baptist
C])urcb where both attend. Young ladies in
the Acteen youth were also eli-

really pretty."
Pages also were involved in a door-to-

door missions project known as "Cross Over
Salt Lake". The teens would visit homes in
the area, finding out if the residents at-
tended church and inviting them to a local
Southern Baptist church. And, if given the
opportunity, they would take the time to
share their faith.

A highlight of the experience was the
bond of friendship which quickly formed
between the pages,

"After the first night we had gotten to
know each other," explained Manuel. "We
enjoyed working and being together."

"We got along really well," Bart Bell
added. "We met people and made friends
from several different states."

Both boys identified the closing speech
by Dr. James Dobson as a convention mo-
ment they'll remember.

The well-known psychologist and au-
thor and founder of the Christian ministry,
Focus on the Family, is not a Southern
Baptist by denomination but his views on
the family closely reflect their own.

The convention's stance included sev-
eral controversial remarks that drew maior
media coverage. But Bell and Manuel said
any controversy was dwarfed in compari-
son to the unity on display.

Reverend Dennis Bell was quick to agree,
noting an improvement from past times.

"Our ongoing testimony in years past
has been one of division," he noted. "But
there's not a lot of that anymore. We have
capable, qualified leaders and a spirit of
unity and trust. The stance taken on the
family is Biblical and it affirmed something
we have stood for in the past. I was proud to
be a Southern Baptist."

Derrick and Bart credited the guidance
they received from youth leaders with help-
ing them to adjust to their duties.

"They taught us how to relate," Manuel
said. "We learned what to do and how to be
friendly regardless of the circumstance."

"Our church is proud of them," Reverend
Bell said. "The leaders commented on how
well they had done. Our church. and our
community can both be proud of what they've
done and how they've handled themselves."
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FRIENDS HOMECOMING

(.,

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Rev. Victor Murchison, Clyde Fulk, Marvin
Shore and Rev. Hershel Hill observe the mortgage burning on the Church
parsonage during Sundaymorning services.

The res 0 u ndin g
tones of "Praise God,
From Whom all Bles-
sings Flow" rang out
from the sanctuary of
the Pilot Mountain
Friends Meeting Sun-
day as their Home-
coming and Noteburn-
ing Service was held,
The Doxology, sponta-
neously sung by the
overflow congregation,
climaxed the noteburn-
ing ceremony conduct-
ed by C1yde F u Ik,
Treasurer, and Mar-
vin Shore, Financial

Committee Chairman.
Preceding the note-

burning, Rev. Hershel
Hill, pastor, introduc-
ed Rev. Victor Mur-
chison, Executive Sec-
retary of the N. C.
Friends Yearly Meet-
ing, who brought the
morning message. In
his concluding re-
marks, Rev. Murchi-
son quoted Mabel Ro-
berts from the Living
Light paper as follows:
"Wh a t makes a

church great?
...stong cour ous
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leadership
... sweet personalit-

ies that reflect Jesus
.•.lofty vision of the

people
... God's pre sen c e

and direction andpow-
er.

...what is being done
today and will be done
tomorrow. "
Rev. Jack Caughron

and his wife Elizabeth,
sang two appropriate
sacred duets, "At the
Crossroads" and "God
isLove. "
Following the ser-

vice, a buffet luncheon
was's e r ve d to the
members and guests
in the fellowship hall.
Former pastors and

their families who at-
tended were Rev. and
Mrs. Theodore Perk-
ins of Greensboro and
Rev. and Mrs. Caugh-
ron of Pikeville. Rev.
Perkins is Elon Col-
lege librarian. Rev.
Caughron serves the
Nahunta Frien ds
Meeting of Pikeville.
Mrs. William Presnell

ARMTEX HOSTS TOP FORM
WITH COOKS TOUR

. "

TEf))

LEFT TO RIGHT' J'Sassman Ted W : klm stevenson, Ed Armfield, Jr., Bob Belue, Joe
Malcom 'Ruhl Aer~Ic , Fred Freegood, Ed Reynolds, Bill Huckaby and
and Freegood·, w~r:::~ was hO,stTue~day afternoon to Sassman, Wernick
in New Jersey and T: aSsocIated with Top Form. Top Form has plants
knitwear. nnessee and manufactures ladies sleepwear and

WESTFIELD ~ADIES AUXILIARY
INSTAll NEW OFFICERS ·

MRS. EARL THOMAS

vows
SPOKEN

The wedding of Miss AIda Gaye Hall to Mr.
Earl Thomas Howard took place Sunday at three
o'clock in the afternoon in the First Baptist
Church of Boone.
The Rev. Wesley Bratcher performed the

ceremony.
Mrs. Howard, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs .

Joseph Glenn Hall of Route 3, Mount Airy, is a
graduate of East Surry High School and is a
freshman at Appalachian State Universitywhere
she is a member of Sigma Alpha Iota, profess-
ional women's music fraternity.
The groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl

Sidney Howard of Durham. A graduate ofSouth-
ern High School, Durham, he is a senior at
Appalachian State University. He is a music
education major and a member of Phi MuAlpha
Sinfonia, professional men's music fraternity.
A program of wedding music was presented by

Dr. Max Smith, organist, and Eric Jennings,
soloist.
Given in marriage by her lather, the bride

wore a gownof satin and lace ending in a chapel
train. Her veil was caught to a sequined and
beaded headpiece and she carried aBible topped
with red roses.
Miss Carmella McAbee of Spartanburg, South

Carolina, was the bride's attendant. She is a
student at Appalachian and also a member of the
same music fraternity.
Mr. Howard was his son's best man.
Ushers were Ed Whitner of Lenior, Tim Hed-

rick of High Point, Dick Miles of Asheville, and
Jack Price of Spartanburg, S. C. All are stu-



HE STOKES RECORD
The Home New.paper Of Walnut Cove And Surrounding Communitie.

. \. .

Walnut Cove, N.C. 27052, Thursday,

HOllleco.ming
.BrIm's Grove Baptist Church celebrated
Homecoming on Sunday. Over 200 people
,attended the morning worship service,
conducted by Rev. Jerry Satterfield of
Greenville, S.C., a former pastor of the

AplPro:dmlately150 people attended

the afternoon lanch, including MeUssa Polk,
~, ofRoute 2, PUotMtn. and Debra _
9, of King (top). Mrs. Ada ~ames of Route 1,
Pilot Mtn. (above) was the oldest member
present at the lunch. She has been a member
since 1920. The church was formed In 1902.



Brim '8 Grove
Prayer Week

Concluded
Brim's Grove Baptist

Church observed the Weel\of
Prayer, beginning last
Sunday evening and ending
on Wednesday, with services
each evening at 7:30 o'clock.
Mrs. Spencer Nelson was
prayer chairman.
Sunday evening, the

Baptist Women were in
charge of the program. The
theme for the entire
program was "Good News of
Great Joy." Mrs. Nelson waS
in charge of the devotionals
and call to prayer. Mrs.
Opal Boyles and Mrs. John
Ray Lynch impersonated

, two missionaries. Mrs. Lloyd
Sams sang a song, "Ring the
Bells,"with Miss Julie Hall,
pianist, and Mrs. Jeanette
'Jessup, organist. Mrs.
Clinard Merritt also par-
ticipated in the program.
Monday evening the Rev.

Max Furr, a missionary in
Peru, gave a slide presen-
tation showing the work he
was doing there.
The G.A.'s under the

direction of Mrs. Melvin
McCtea . ector Mrs.
Junior Gordon, Mrs. Ken-
neth Spainhour, Miss Ginger
Jones and Mrs. Glenn Sams,
along with the Acteens,
under the direction of Mrs.
Lloyd Sams and Mrs. Bobby
Lynch, were in charge of the
program on Tuesday
evening.
The following G.A.'s

participated in the program:
Temple McCreary, Wanda
Moore, Carolyn Pell,
Michelle Gordon, Melissa
Lawson, Anita McDaniel,
Stephanie Beeson, Kathy
McDaniel, Gail McDaniel,
Dana Manuel, Joann
Johnson, Gina .Jessup,
Tanuny Moore, Kim Lynch,
Jennifer Simmons,
Stephanie Sams, Lisa Jones
and Angela McCreary.
The following Acteens

were on the program: Robin
Merritt, Julie Hall, Teri
Fulk, Lynnn Whitaker, and
JoJoJones.
Wednesday evening the

R.A., a,nd Yte Brotherhood
wer em charge of the
program. Hack Hallis the
leader. Others taking part
were Herbert Sisk, J erry
Beeson, who told of the work
of a missionary, using a mat:
to illustrate.
The following RA. boys

took part in the program.
Ray Moore, Wayne Moore,
Bryan Lawson, Randy
Gordon, Jeff Gordon, David
Gordon,Johnny Lynch, Jerry

Lynch, Wayne McDaniel,
Tony Morrison,
Bott~ms, Chad· Goins,
Derrick Joyce, Gray
Vaughn, Darin Manuel,
Darrell Manuel, Bobby
Jessup, Marty Needham,
Chris Marion. The boys did a
skit on the life of Lottie
Moon. Their leaders are
Mrs. Norma Lawson and.
Mrs. John Ray Lynch.
An offering was taken each

evening at the close of the
program. A church wide
offering will be taken on
Sunday December 5.
..,;l\ ...... ';'O- ...P! ;#'M£Y.D! Airy Times

'Mount HollV News
Mount Olive Tribune
Murfreesboro: Roanoke-Chowan

News-Herald
Murphy: Cherokee Scout
Nashville Graphic
Newland: Avery Journal .
Newton: Observer-News-Enterpnse
North Wilksboro: Journal-Patriot
oxford Ledger
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BrimsGrove •aptists

Have, 'Week Of Prayer'
Week of Prayer for the

Annie Armstrong Home
Missions was observed at the
Brim's Grove Baptist Church
last Sunday evening at 7:30 at
the church.
The theme for the week was

"Share." After the
congregatoin sang the hymn
"Teach Me to Pray," Mrs.
E.R. Sams Jr. was in charge
of the prayer calendar
followed by prayer led by the
pastor, the Rev. Robert
Taylor.
Speaker for the evening was

Mrs. Jerry Osborne of the
, College Park Baptist Church
in Winston-Salem. She gave a
very informative talk on "Lay
Persons in Missions."
Mrs. Louise Jones sang a

solo, "Speak to Me That I May
Speak," accompanied by Mrs.
Jeannette Jessup, organist,
and Miss Robin Merritt,
pianist. Don Lawson led the
closing prayer.
On Monday evening at 7:00

p.m. the GA's were in charge
of the program under the
direction of their leaders,
Mrs. Ellen Sams, Mrs. Becky
McCreary, Mrs. Polly
Spainhour and Mrs. Becky
Gordon.
In keeping with the theme

Mvs. Spainhour wore a dress
that belonged to her great-
grea t-grandmother.
After the girls sang a

special song, they gave a
short playlet compiled by

. their leaders.
The topic was "Who Is

Annie Armstrong." Girls who
participated were: Stephanie
Sams, Melissa Lawson,
Jennifer Simmons, Gina
Jessup, Tammy Moore, Kim
Lynch, Temple McCreary,
Dana Manuel, Stacy Lynch,
Anita McDaniel, Carolyn Pell,
Angie Moore and Michelle
Gordon.
The Baptist Young Women

of the church was in charge of
the program for Tuesday
evening. Miss Julie Hall gave
.the prayer calendar. A film
strip "Share His Love" was
narrated by Donna Johnson.
On Wednesday evening the

Baptist women were in charge
of the program. The
congregation sang "Bringing
'in the Sheaves." The theme
for the evening was "Lay
Persons in Missions."
The prayer calendar was

given by Mrs. E.R. Sams Jr.
followed by prayer led by
Mrs. Maude Taylor. Other
women taking part were:
Mrs. Egline Merritt, Mrs.
Opal Boyles and Mrs: Peggy
Manuel.
Mrs. E.R. Sams Jr. was the

prayer chairman for the
program. An offering was
taken each evening following
the program. The goal this
year is $660 The
congregation will have the
opportunity through the
month of March to contribute.

Mount Airy Times
Mount Holly News
Mount Olive Tribune
Murfreesboro: Roanoke-Chowan

News-Herald
Murphy: Cherokee Scout
Nashville Graphic
Newland: Avery Journal
Newton: Observer-News-E nterprlse
North Wilksboro: Journal-Patriot
Oxford Ledger:x
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Baptist

Brim's Grove

Brim's Grove Baptist
Church is now in her
seventy-ninth year of
service. The church is an
outgrowth of the pioneer
missionary work of the
Rev. N. J. Matthews.
In 1888, the Rev. Mr.

Matthews came to the old
log schoolhouse near the
present location of the
church and left notice he
would be back to hold
preaching services the
following week. The
meeting place was later
changed to the Raleigh
Brim packhouse, located
about one-half mile from
where the church stands
today. The Rev. Mr.
Matthews held a revival in
the packhouse in the
summer of 1896 and this
seemed to be the turning
point as much interest was
shown at the meeting.
A brush arbor was built

near the present church site
and the Pilot Mountain
Association asked the Rev.
Pinkney Oliver to preach
regularly as a mission
point.
In 1901, a small frame

building was erected,
replacing the brush arbor.
The land was given by
Raleigh Brim, and the
church was later named
Brim's Grove Baptist
Church.
The church was officially

organized as the Brim's
Grove Baptist Church on
April 4, 1902 and had 13

charter members.
In 1943,a need for a new

building was seen, but
because. of the war it was
1948 before the new brick
sanctuary was completed.
A few years later there was
an addition to the church,
including a basement and
two floors of Sunday School
rooms. This building is still
in use today.
The church building

program has included the
construction of a parsonage
in 1962, an educational
building in 1968, and a
Fellowship Hall in 1974.
The church has had 17

pastors in its 79 years of
existence. They include:
the Rev. Pinkney Oliver,
Dr. Tom Smith, the Rev.
Sam Morton, Dr. Tom
Smith (second time as
pastor), the Rev. William
Beamer, the Rev. Mr.
Smoke, the Rev. G. H.
Haynes, the Rev. Joe
Simmons,
The Rev. Lee Burrus, the

Rev. F. J. Manuel, the Rev.
A. Z. Shumaker, the Rev.
Gilmer Denny, the Rev.
Eugene McNair, the Rev.
Jerry Satterfield, the Rev.
Gene Hardin, the Rev.
William F. Howard, and the
present pastor, the Rev.
Robert Taylor.
From the 13 charter

members in 1902, the
church has grown to a
membership of over 350.
Three men have been

ordained from the church--
the R~v. Howard Tucker,
the Rev. Jack Joyce and the
Rev. Kenneth Spainhour. /(
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Miller Is Guest Speaker
Sandra Miller, of East

Bend, will be guest
speaker at the 11 a.m.
worship service Sunday
at Brim's Grove Baptist
Church, Pilot Mountain,
Route 2. Her ap-
pearance will be part of
the Youth Sunday ac-
tivities at the church.
A paraplegic as the

result of an auto acci-
dent, Sandra was doo:
ed to a life of total
paralysis. However, in
defiance of expert
medical opinion, she
regained the ability to
walk, drive a car and do
routine household

chores. To celebrate her
restoration, shehaswrit-
ten, sung and published
an album of original
songs.

Shewill give details of
her healing Sunday dur-

ing the special service,
as well as sing some of
her original songs.
The public is invited

to join the church
members for the special
service.



REV. ROBERT TAYLOR
The Brims Grove Ba . t

Church will hold a revival
April 2-7 with services each
evening at 7:30 p.m. The
'visiting minister will be the
Rev. Lewis McLean, pastor of
the Bention Cross Roads
Baptist Church in Monroe.
The pastor, the Rev. Robert

L. Taylor, extends an in-
vitation to the public to at-
tend .

.~~c~~Ai~~Ti-m;s
ount Holly News

Mount Olive Tribune
Murfreesboro: Roanoke-Chowan

News-Herald
Murphy: Cherokee Scout
Nashville Graphic
Newland: Avery Journal
Newton: Observer-News-Enterprise
North Wilksboro: Journal-Patriot
OXford Ledger



Brims Grove

Church Slates
Revival services will be

held October 3..a at Brims
Grove Baptist Church on
Highway 268, east of Pilot
Mountain.
The Rev. R.J. Hartman,

pastor of Flippin Memorial
Baptist Church, Mount Airy,
will be the visiting evangelist.
The Rev. Robert L. Taylor, I

pastor of the church, invites
the public to attend the ser-
vices, v-hieh will begin at 7:30
p.m. each evening.

- News-nnies
Mount Airy News
Mount Airy Times
Mount Rolly News
Mount Olive Tribune
Murfreesboro: Roanoke-Chowan

News-Herald
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The Brim's Grove Baptist Church came into existance on the
fourth day of April 1902. The church will celebrate this birthday
on April 30, 1972. Compiling the history of the church found
in these pages has been a most rewarding task. The minutes have
been destroyed two times by fire with the latter time in 1949.
This leaves the earliest written records only twenty-three years old.
Most of the information is from memory with all possible sources
being checked. The content ofthis booklet has been corrected and
confirmed by the oldest living members of the church.

Mrs. Daisy Covington and Mr. Elijah Sams were the main
sources of information. Mrs. Covington joined the church by
letter from Mount Olive Baptist Church in 1904/ and Mr. Sams
was baptized here in 1906.

The deacons, the numerous committees, and the entire church
body has worked diligently and waited with anticipation for this
event. Weare taking this time to glance back in order to better
go forward for Christ.



Rev. N.J. Matthews and Family-A Man with a Vision

"Where there is no vision the people perish" (Proverbs 29:18)

Rev. Matthews lived over a hundred years. His century was
spent in service for the Lord.



The Brim's Grove Baptist Church is the outgrowth of the
pioneer missionary work of Rev. N.J. Matthews. Rev. Matthews
was born near Westfield, North Carolina, November 18, 1853.
He was saved and joined the Westfield Missionary Baptist Church
in 1881. He became very active in the church and was ordained
into the gospel ministry in 1886.

The Pilot Mountain Association had noticed that the area be-
tween Pilot Mountain, Westfield, Brown Mountain and Olive

Grove was an untouched field. Rev. Matthewswas encouraged to
start a new work in this area by Rev. C.C. Haymore of Mount
Airy and Dr. Henry A. Brown ofWinston-Salem, who were leaders

in the association.

In 1888, Rev. Matthews came to the old log schoolhouse near

the forks of the road at highway 268 and the Pilot-Westfield road
and left a notice that he would be back to hold preaching the
next week. The schoolhouse was not being used and it was in
bad condition. Hethenwenttothehome of Mr. Frank Lynch and
told him his plans. Mr. Lynch invited him to hold services in his
home. He returned the next week and services were held in the
home of Mr. Frank Lynch. Mr. Lynch offered Rev. Matthews a
spot of ground to build a church on/but Rev. Matthews declined
because he did not feel that it was as near to the center of the
community as the church should be.

The next meeting place was the Raleigh Brim packhouse,
located just off highway 268 and Brim's Grove Road about one-
half mile from where the church stands today. Rev. Matthews



Rev. and Mrs. Pinkney Oliver

The first pastor of the Brim's Grove Baptist Church in 1902 at
the age of sixty-four. He was a minister of the Gospel for over
fifty years.

held a revival in the packhouse in the summer of 1896 and this
seemed to be the turning point, as much interest was shown at
this meeting.

A brush arbor was built near the present church site and the
association asked Rev. Pinkney Oliver to preach regularly as a
mission point. Rev. Matthews then went to start another work.

Behind the brush arbor were several Chestnut logs which were
converted into benches that were used for the Sunday School.

Mrs. Raleigh Samuels came from Pilot Mountain and taught

Sunday School during the summer when the weather permitted.



The first church building erected in 1902 and used continuously
until 1948.

In 1901, a small frame building was erected replacing the brush
arbor. The land was given by Mr. Raleigh Brim and the church
was then later named Brim's Grove Baptist Church. The church
met in Mr. Brim's packhouse and he gave the land but he never
became a member. He was a Quaker and a member of the West-
field Friends. He continued to worship with the Friends but he
always helped the Baptists.

On April 4, 1902, the church was officially organized as the
Brim's Grove Baptist Church. There were thirteen charter mem-
bers. Twelve of them were J.P. Covington, Mary Jane Covington,
Nora Covington, L.O. Venable, Mary Jane Venable, Annie

Venable, Deal Venable, C.W. Owens, Nanie Owens, Bob Lynch,
Lou Ella Mitchell, and Lilla Gordon.

Rev. Pinkney Oliver was elected pastor. J.P. Covington and
C.W. Owens were elected as deacons. L.O. Venable was elected

"church clerk. J.P. Covington was the first Sunday School Super-

intendent.



Throughout the years, God has blessed the church with growth
and endurance. Three major crises have battered at the doors but
to no avail. World We_rI, the depression, and World War II
only brought the church closer together. Therewere times during ,,'
the depression when the preacher got little pay, but the Brim's
Grove Church has always been known for sharing what they have ._/

and feeding their preacher very well.

Sometimes the preacher would come to Pilot by train and
someone would meet the train and bring him to the community
for the weekend. Sometimes he would come by horse and buggy
and some would have a car. Many of the preachers did not get
enough money to payfor the gas, but still thay came. The church

has never been without apastoroverafew months at a time. One
of the older members recalling the depression days said "We didn't
have anything and neither did the preacher so we shared it with
each other and everybody was happy." There were days during
the depression that the collection was absolutely nothing. One man
explained it this way. "I sold my entire crop for sixty-eight
dollars and owed seventy-two dollars for fertilizer." It was not
uncommon for the preacher to go home with a chicken or a piece
of fatback for his pay and a warm heart for his labor of love.

The little white frame building was getting weather worn and
weak after more than forty years of service. It was a large, cold,
single room in the front with two wood heaters. One cold Sunday
in 1943, the Sunday School Superintendent, Mr. Elijah Sams,

suggested the need for a new building. The pastor, Rev. Shu-
maker, and the people agreed and the building fund for the new
building was started. The war slowed the progress, but in 1948,
after the war, under the leadership of Rev. Gilmer Denny, the



The old baptizing place-Elijah Sams baptized in 1906 and
Elijah Joyce in 1913.

Rev. Gilmer Denny
baptizing in 1958.

The old gives way to the new
Baptistery added to the new building around 1960.



New brick building completed in 1948. It is still in use today.

church launched out and erected a new brick building. A few
years later the basement and two floors of Sunday School rooms
were added. It is still in use today.

)
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New brick parsonage finished in 1962

In 1962, a new large brick parsonage was built and paid for
in less than four years. In 1968, a new educational building was
built and paid for in November, 1971. The progress through
the years has shown the mind of the people to go forward for

Christ.

1
)

The church has had sixteen pastors in the sixty-nine years of
existence. They are in order as follows: Rev. Pinkney Oliver,



Note burning for the new educational building, November, 1972.

Dr. Tom Smith, Rev. Sam Morton, Dr. Tom Smith second time
as pastor, Rev. William Beamer, Rev. Smoke, Rev. G.H. Haynes,
Rev. Joe Simmons, Rev. Lee Burrus, Rev. F.J. Manuel, Rev. AZ.
Shumaker, Rev. Gilmer Denny, Rev. Eugene McNair, Rev. Jerry
Satterfield, Rev. Gene Hardin, and Rev. Bill Howard. Pastors have
stayed as long as fourteen years and as short as two years.

There have been many things down through the years that



Note burning for the new organ and piano, 1966.

have been unpleasant, but the people just won't talk about these
things. "We had rather remember the good times" is the ready
reply. There has never been a church split. There have been
times of differences and a few divisions but the Balm of Gilead
always heals the wound and the church goes forward for Christ.

From the thirteen charter members in 1902, the church has
grown to nearly three hundred members. We are averaging



around one hundred forty-five in Sunday School. The offer-

ing now aver ages about four hundred dollars a week. The pastor
is well paid and still gets chickens and fatback for extras.

The church gave over twenty-three hundred dollars to missions
last year and we are planning much more this year.

There are twelve deacons on a rotating board. We have a
graded Sunday School and Training Union. We have Girl's
Auxilaries and Royal Ambassadors for the boys. The Women's
Missionary Union is strong and the Brotherhood is gaining
ground.

The church has ordained two preachers: Rev. Howard Tucker
who now pastors the Olive Grove Baptist Church and Rev. Jack
Joyce who pastors in Virginia.

The church has always been indigenous in polity. From the
beginning the church was self supporting. On occasions such as
in building programs money had to be borrowed and the Farm-
ers Bank of Pilot Mountain has always met the need at these
times. The president, Mr. Walter Matthews was superintendent of
the Sunday School for seven years in the nineteen twenties and
nineteen thirties. He has since moved to Pilot Mountain but is
still a friend of the church.

1888-1972 Many prayers, many sermons, much labor and
bountiful blessings from God fill the gap between the first time
Rev. Matthews preached in the community and the present day.
We owe much to the saints ofGod who have blazed the tr ail before
us. They have passed the torch on to us and now we are entrust-
ed with the living gospel for a dying world. May we look back
for stimulation as we go forward for Christ and keep the purpose
of the existence of the church ever before us and that is to propa-
gate the gospel to every living creature.









These pages contain the history of the Brim's Grove Baptist
Church. Let us not consider it as just history but may we view
the past as a record of God enacting His purpose through His

people. The fellowship with the people ofthe community is heart-
warming and thrilling. Gathering the material for th,is booklet
has brought untold joy but the value ofit all lies in the challenge

of today and tomorrow.

Words cannot express the gratitude that is in my heart for
those who have blazed the trail before us. The Brim's Grove
Baptist Church is the only visible expression of our Saviour
that many people will ever know. Westand as a lighthouse to the
spiritually blind, a resting place for the weary and a roadmap
to the lost, pointing the way to Christ. We have looked back and
found that the saints before us have carried the banner well.
The torch has now been passed on to us. Yesterday is gone but
God has given today and tomorrow and we must "redeem the
time" and propagate the Gospel to the end of the earth. We have
looked back for stimulation, now look up for strength and look
around for service. We exist today as a local church, as a mem-

ber of the body of Christ being used by Him to fulfill the Great
Commission. May we always be found faithful as were those to
whom we owe our existence. May we always be found honoring
the Word of God and worshiping the God of the Word "that in
all things He might have the preeminence."
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Baptist Women Church Women

The Baptist Women of
Westfield church met last
Monday afternoon at 2
o'clock in the home of Mrs.
Wesley Cooke for their
regular monthly meeting.
The meeting was opened

with the Bible Study, led by
Mrs. Kat!' Hunter with Mrs.
C. J. Irvin leading in
prayer.
Mrs. Ethel Christian was

in charge of the program.
using as her topic. "The
Servant, Jesus Christ."
Several members assisted
in the program.
Mrs. Hunter presided

over a brief business
meeting.
During the fellowship

hour, the hostesses served
cake. strawberries with
whipped cream and coffl'!'
to the 12embers present.

Meet Thursday Meet Recently

Mrs. R. J. Jessup was
hostess to the members of
the Baptist Womcn of
Brim's Grove Baptist
Church Thursday evening
at 7:30 o'clock at her horne..
\ Mrs. Jessup called the
.meeting to order by reading
scripture from Numbers
32: 16-27. Mrs. Joe Jones
read the prayer calendar
and had prayer for
missionaries having bir-
thdays that day.
Mrs. Clinard Merritt and

daughter. Miss Robin
Merritt, were in charge of
teaching a mission study
book, "Just Folks." The
book told of the mission
work in the north central
states. which was called the
heartland of the United
States. They also told of the
work of six people who took
the Baptist word to those
states.
As the community

mission project for the
month, the members plan
to take a fruit basket to a
patient in a nursing home,
Minutes of the last

meeting were read and
approved. roll was called
and the treasurer's report
presented.
During the fellowship

period the hostess served
decorated cup cakes, chips.
pickles and colas in keeping
with the Easter theme to
the ten members present.
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NCCF Brim's Grove Baptist Church PILOT MTN.

N. A-.Brim's Grove Baptist notes 70th birthday.
[History sketch of the church and the anni-
versary day program.] (In Mount Airy, N. C.
Times, 5 May 1972)
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