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Bethel Baptist Church's Ruth Rushing, Ronald Turner, Ted Hargett, Roger Funderburk, Rev. Randy Davis, Eddie 
Pressley, WilliamLittle, Fulton Jordan and Sylvester Jordan let the dirt fly during the ground breakingfor their new 
sanctuary March 20. The new sanctuary is being built to replace the one that burned last summer. Davis said they 
expect to be using the new facility by the end of the year. 

Bethel Church Breaks Ground 
By Richard Belcourt 

When lightning struck the Bethel 
Bcy>tist Church on Landsford Road 
July 5, the resulting fire heavily 
damaged the sanctuary roof. 

At first there was guarded opti 
mism from parishioners who hoped 
repairswouldbeminimalandquickly 
done. 

Unfortunately the damage was 
much more extensive than first be 
lieved, and the building had to be 
tom down. 

Bethel Baptist is one of the oldest 
churches in Union County. Founded 
in 1861, it has had to face trial by fire 
before. 

In 1937, a wood burning stove's 
chimney caught fire and for lack of a 
ladder, the church was burned to the 
ground. . 

Like a phoenix, the church rose; 
from the ashes in 1937 and following 
July's fire church members have .. 
vowed the church will again rise 
from the ashes. 

The new facility will be even big 
ger and better than the last according 
to Rev. Randy Davis. . 

Davis, who has served as minister 
for eight years, said realistically they 
will be in the new larger sanctuary by 
Christmas. 

"We're 

said.''We 've got our plans done" 
They broke ground March 20 for 

the new sanctuary, nursery and choir 
room and he said he hopes they will 
have the footings dug and poured this 
week. 

Parishioner Eddie Pressley will be 
acting as the general contractor on the 
project, according to Davis. 

"We hope to get it for about 

$225,000," he said. "If there is any 
overrun, it will probably be on the 
brick." 

With about 125 members on the 
rolls and about 50 to 60 at service 
each week, the church has to keep 
cost down. 

Much of the money for the new 
building will come from the insur 

(CoJttinued On Page 2) 

Last July' sfire left Bethel Baptist Church's sanctuary structurally unsound 
and it had to be torn down. The fire was started by lightning from an 
euremely violent thunder storm and it smoldered in the ceiling for several 
hours. 



Ri~ing From Ashes Again----------- 
{Continued From Page 1) 

ance settlement, but it will still leave 
theth short 

Davis said they should be able to 
finance less than $50,000 to complete 
the project 

The overall style inside and out 
will be colonial. 

The plans call for a 3,600 square 
foot building with brick on the out 
side. The interior wall supports will 
also be bricked. 

The front porch will measure 36 
feet wide and 10 feet deep and sport 
colonial style columns. He said it will 
have six steps with wrought iron rail- 

ings. 
The sanctuary will have a cathe 

dral open scissored truss ceiling. Davis 
said he hopes they will have wood 
decking with exposed beams made of 
either pine or cedar. 

Church members worked hard to 
save the pews from theoldsanctuary,, 
but since they have increased the 
seating capacity they will be selling 
the old to buy new. 

Davis said one of the most striking 
changes will be the stained glass. 

He said the windows will have a 
true radius top and each will be differ 
ent. 

"They will have the different as 
pects of the life of Christ," Davis said 

He is hoping several of the win 
dows will be donated to keep the costs 
down. 

Davis said there will be bathrooms 
in the large foyer for convenience. 

He said they will have a larger 
pulpit which will help when they have 
special programs with the youth. 

In keeping with new building codes 
the church will have ramp access for 
the handicapped in the rear of the 
sanctuary. 

Davis wasn't exactly sure how tall 
the new steeple will be. 

"It'll be way up there," he said. 
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Rebuilt 
embers of Bethel Baptist Church will hold a dediauion service for their new sanctuary Sunday at 3 p.m. Refreshments 

will be served afterwards. The public is invited. 

Baptist Sanctuary 
So the work began. While hold 

ing services every Sunday in the 
church fellowship hall, the congrega 
tion set about rebuilding. 

First a building committee was 
established. Church members ap 
pointed were Roger Funderburk, 
Ronald Turner, Eddie Pressley, and 
the pastor, Randy Davis. 

Funderburk 'l!lid the four got 
along so well during the project that a 
chairman for the committee was never 
appointed. 

"They (church members) gave 
us the job, and told us to do what was 
necessary," Funderburk said. "After 
a lot of deliberation, we decided the 
best thing to do was to start over." 

Funderburk said over the past 
two years the hours passed quickly, 
and "everyone had more work than 
they could do," but the church came 
together amazingly well. He credited 
Pressley, who earns his living as a 
builder, and Davis, who has worked 
in the construction industry, with 
facilitating the orderly progression of 
the work. Funderburk said Turner, a 
banker, was "the money man," and 
looked after the funds. 

Unlike many congregations, 
which hire contractors when their 
church begins a building project, the 
people of Bethel chose to hire sub 
contractors and supervise work them 
selves. As the building neared com 
pletion, members did some of the 
finish work. 

Dedication Service 
Planned For Sunday 

The July Fourth fireworks had 
been enjoyed the night before, but the 
next day their memory paled in com 
parison to the ones nature provided as 
one of the worst thunder storms of the 
summer of 1993 rolled through east 
ern Union County. 

With lightning striking close 
enough to make hairs bristle, thunder 
crashing, and trees falling, Marsh 
ville area residents sneaked peeks out 
windows, hoping there wouldn't be 
too much damage. 

Most were lucky, but not all. 
The congregation of Befrrl 

Baptist Church on landsford Roa at 
~ soon learned from 
people working at a nearby turkey 
farm that their church's sanctuary was 
on fire, apparently the result of light 
ning. Smoke poured from the roof for 
three ,hours and firefighters worked 
carefully trying to put out the fire 
smouldering in the church's cathe 
dral style ceiling. 

Before firefighters arrived, 
church members dashed in and re 
moved the organ and piano, hymnals, 
and "everything that wasn't nailed 
down," according to church member 
and treasurer Nell Bess. Since pews 
couldn't be readily removed, church 
members covered them with plastic 
to minimize the damage that would 
surely result when the water was 
turned on. Thanks to their efforts, 
most of the furnishings were spared. 

As that tragic day ended, church 
members consoled themselves with 
the idea that the church -building had 
been essentially spared and could be 
repaired. They soon learned this 
wasn't the case. The church had suf 
fered so much structural damage that 
it would need to be leveled and rebuilt 
from the ground up. 

This wasn't the first time 
members of the church, which was 
founded in 1861, had faced rebuild 
ing after a fire. The first sanctuary, 
built in 1861, had burned to the ground 
in 1937 and had to be rebuilL 

Funderburk said he was espe 
cially impressed by the work and 
dependability of their brick mason, 
Liles McSwain, who also did the brick 
work on the Stegall Administration 
Building on the Wingate University 
campus. 

He also had nothing but praise 
for the company that made the 
church's new stained glass windows, 
Laws Stained Glass of Statesville. He 
said Mr. and Mrs. Laws made trips to 
the church to make sure that the win 
dows were just what they needed and 
wanted. 

The Future Farmers of Amer 
ica chapter at Forest Hills did the 
landscaping free with materials pur 
chased by the church. The were rec 
ognized at the state FFA convention 
for this community service project, 

The building committee has 
obviously managed very well. They 
got about $130,(XX) from insurance 
when their old building burned, had 
some money in their building fund, 
and received some money from out 
side donations. After building a beau 
tiful, slightly larger new sanctuary, 
drilling a new well and paving their 
parking lot, the church has only about 
$30,(XX) in debL 

Funderburk said he is certain 
that amount would have been much 
higher if the project had been ap 
proached differently. "We had the 
authority to do the job and we · 

(Continued On Page ) 



Baptist 
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Fundeeburk ~d He said Pressley's 
help as a builder was invaluable in 
keeping costS in check. 

Funderburk also noted that the 
committee seldom asked anyone else's 
opinion to avoid hurting feelings if 
they chose not to take advice. 

Be noted that large projects 
often place a tremendous strain on 
churches because everyone wants to 
have things done their way. "We got 
along exceedingly well," Funderbtuk 
said "We're still on good speaking 
terms." 

What seemed like a terrible 
hardship at the time, has turned out to 
be a blessing, Funderburk said The 
church had never had enough water 
even though it had two wells. The 
new well provides plenty of water. 
Church members previously parked 
in a gravel lot. but now they have 
pavement And there's a little more 
seating in the community church. 

Bess added that the church fea 
tures new pews, which are longer 
than the old ones. and a "beautiful 
new piano," which was given to the 
church by Funderl>urk and his daugh 
ters in memory of his wife and their 
mother, Lou Anne, who died Jan. 7. 

Bess said the church had been 
blessed with the support of the com 
munity, and told the story of a young 
couple that made a contribution to 
ward rebuilding the church while the 
old building was still burning. 

She said they came to visit la'\t 
Sunday to see the new sanctuary of 
the church, which averages about (i() 
people attending Sunday services. 

"We have more pews than 
people filling them," Funderburk said. 
"We would like to have more people:' 

They surely will have more 
people on Sunday when they hold a 
dedication ceremony at 3 p.m. fol 
lowed by refreshments. 

"Everyone's invited. That time 
and anytime," Funderbtuk said 

'"'~ r; ,,,.. 



Revival set 

Bethel Baptist 
Church on Rt. 1. 
Marshville will 
hold weekend 
revival services 
tonight and 
tomorrow at 7:30, 
and on Sunday at 
11 a.m. Guest 
minister will . be 
the Rev. Floyd He ms o leasan 
Hill Baptist Church at Chadbourn, 
former Bethel pastor, who also 
served other Union CoUI1ty chur 
ches. 
Choir and congregation singing 

will be directed by Tommy Haigler. 
Mrs. Wanda Haigler will be ac 
companist. 
The public is cordially invited. 

~ nterpl'ise-Record 
Monroe: Enquirer-Journal 

fVlooresvilie I ribune 
Morehead City: Carteret Co. 

News-Times 
Mount Airy News 
Mount Airy Times 
Mount Holly News 
Mount Olive Tribune 
Murfreesboro: Roanoke-Chowan 

News-Herald 
Murphy: Cherokee Scout 
Nashville Graphic 
Newland: Avery Journal 
Newton: Observer-News-Enterprise 
North Wilksboro: Journal-Patriot 
Oxford Ledger 

NOV~· 01978 



Betti er Celebrates 130th Anniversary g.._ql . 
Members ofBethelBaptistChurch, 

on Landsford Road south of Marsh 
ville, gathered Sunday, Aug. 18, for a 
celebration of the church's 130th an 
niversary .. 

With a worship service featuring 
three former pastors and a covered 
dish luncheon in the fellowship hall, 
Bethel's congregation remembered 
earlier times at the church and looked 
forward to their future together. 

Rev. Randy Davis welcomed for 
mer pastors Rev. Jack Napier, Rev. 
Jimmy Johnson and Rev. Ricky 
Anderson, who each delivered a short 
message. Their messages were fol 
lowed by a note burning to celebrate 
the church being free of a $35,000 
debt incurred when the new educa 
tional building was constructed. 

According to a history of Bethel 
Baptist Church through 1971 prepared 
by Mrs. L.P. Beck, the church was 
organized· Aug. 2, 1861, · withl7 
members. Rev. S.J. Fincher became 
the church's first pastor and served 
through the Civil War and Recon 
struction. John S. Marsh was elected 
as church clerk and Alfred Ashcraft 
and S.H. Parker were ordained the 
first deacons. 

The church was accepted by the 
Brown Creek Association (later 
named the Union Baptist Associa 
tion) on Oct 11, 1861,makingBethel 
the 17th member of the association. 

With this acceptance, Bethel Bap 
tist Church began to take shape. A 
church building was built on land 
donated by Thomas J. Ashcraft, son 
of Alfred Ashcraft, a charter member. 
An organ was presented to the church 
in June 1910 by Sister Zilphia Rush 
ing Marsh, wife of Rev. Augustus 
Marsh, who served many rural 
churches during his lifetime. Upon 
the presentation of the organ, instru 
mental music was heard for the first 
time in Bethel Church, and it remains 
an important part of worship services. 

During Sunday's festivities, Ann 
Wolfe produced a clipping from a 
1978 issue of the Union News and 
Home which quoted the obituary of 
Rev. Marsh, which ran in the Marsh 
ville Home in October 1932. To quote 
the article, "Early in life he devoted 
himself to the ministry and has served 
practically every rural church in Un 
ion County and several in adjoining 
counties. He was especially a friend 
to the weak rural churches struggling 
for existence and served often with 
little hope of other than spiritual 
reward. 
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Rev. Jack Napier Rev. Jimmy Johnson 

Eddie Pressley holds a flaming cookie jar as members of Bethel Baptist Church burn a $35 ,000 note which helped 
finance their new educational building. Pressley was the building contractor for the project. 

"A practical farmer himself, he steeple overhead. A new piano re- a new building was completed and 
had deep sympathy and love for rural placed the organ and carpet was in- used for worship for the first time on 
people. He probably conducted more stalled in the sanctuary. the fifth Sunday in April 1938. Im 
funerals and performed more mar- All these improvements were de- provementsweremadesteadilytothe 
riage ceremonies than any minister in stroyedduringtheSunday School hour second building, which eventually 
this section and was a faithful friend on Oct. 24, 1937, when a fire started became an educational building, and 
to the sick and distressed." around the stove flue. Members was later moved in 1989 to provide a 

In May 1911 several Sunday school formed a water brigade, but were meeting place for another church's 
classroomsandabaptistrywereadded eventually forced to just let it burn. congregation. 
to the church building, and in 1913 a They were fortunate enough to be Ruth Rushing and Mary Hargett 
well was bored on the church grounds. able to remove the contents of the took up writing Bethel's history where 

March 1920 found Bethel mem- building, which had been one of the Mrs. Beck left off in 1971. They paint 
hers building three more Sunday oldest in the Union Association. quite a picture of today's Bethel 
School rooms to the north side of the The Bethel congregation Baptist Church, which ~od- 
church as well as an entry with a scrambledtoreplacetheirchurch,and (Continued On~ 

..__.,,,.. t-: )' / 



(sethel Baptisf , 
(Continued From Page 1) 

, em sanctuary and a new educational 
building, all debt free as of Sunday. 
Rev. Randy Davis and his congrega 
tion are always working, just as the 
original members did, to keep their 

church alive and growing. As Rush 
ing and Hargett said, "Bethel remains 
a small church in membership but still 
bears an important witness in our 
community." 

• 
The Bethel congregation flocks to the fellowship hall/or a covered dish 
luncheon Sunday . ...,r---- 
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Charles Broome 

Bethel Baptist 

revival is set 

Bethel Baptist Church, on 
Landsford Road, will be 
holding a revival this week 
end. Services will be at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, and 11:00 a.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. Sunday. 
The Rev. Charles F. Broome 
will conduct the services. 
Broome and his wife Joyce 
are natives of Union County. 
He attended Wingate College 
and Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
He has pastored churches in 
Anson and Davidson Coun 
ties, and is currently pastor 
of the Aquadale Baptist 
Church in Norwood. 
Broome has three sons and 
one daughter. 
The Rev. Jimmy Johnson, 
who has been preaching at 
Bethel recently, invites ev 
eryone to attend. 



at Bethel Baptist 
Bethel Baptist Church, 

Landsford Rd., Rt. 1 Marshville 
will dedicate its recently 
completed sanctuary with 
homecoming on Sunday. 
This special service will 

follow the 10 a.rn. Sunday 
school. The Rev. Ellis Marks 
will preach and dinner will 
follow at noon. 
A special song service will be 

held at 2 p.m. Several groups 
from the area will sing. Th 
Rev. Thomas M. Faulken 
berry, pastor, and th 
congregation extend a special 
invitation to all former mem 
bers and friends to be a part of 
the day. 
Revival services will be held 

the following week, Monday 
through Friday, August 1-5. The 
Rev. John T. Davis, pastor of 
Sandy Ridge Baptist Church, 
will be guest speaker. Services 
will begin at 7:30 each evening 
and will feature special music. 
A cordial invitation is extended 
to aII. 

«tnrce. c:n:t.i 1<er 
JOt)(ndl 
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Fire heavily damages the sanctuary of the Bethel Baptist Church on Landsford Road south of Marshville on Monday 
afternoon. The church LS one of the oldest in. the county tracing its beginnings back to the early 1860s. : 

Fire Damages Bethel Church 
"We removed all but the pews," 

she said.J'We covered the pews be: 
fore.they turned on the water." · 

~s was pleased with the help 
churcft.members were able to give. : 

"I think I saw every church rnem 
ber out there," she said. "It makes you 
feel good." 

(Continued On Page 2) 

r=-: - Page 2, jhe flame Ne:..Vyl 
: :Church Fire;.....· - 

(Continued From Page I) 
: She said the fire was made a lot 

: : harder to fight because of the cathe 
: : Oral ceiling. Bess said firefighters had 
: - a tough time geting at the fire, which 
: : smoldered in the ceiling for almost 
: three hours. 

: : : Ruth Rushing said she was glad 
. : they got out all of the movable fumi 
: : ture before the water was used. 
. "After the water they took out the 

· pews where they could be dried "she 
. : said. ' 
. : : TedHargettsaidbecausetheywere 
: - able to cover the pews before the 
: : water there was damage to only about 
· : three of them. 
: : Hargett wasn 't as optomistic when 
"it came to the sanctuary itself. 
: : "It will take a tremendous amount 

. -of labor getting it down (the roof) 
: -where we can work on it," he said. 
: : Bess said the church, one of the 
oldest in the county, was founded in 
1861 and has about 120 members. 

"We celebrated our !30th an 
.nivsary a couple of years ago," she 
·said. . - 

. Bess said they plan to hold serv 
. ·ices this Sunday in the fellowship 
hall. 

Fulton and Gladys Jordan were on 
the scene Tuesday to help with the 
cleanup. They said the most impor 
tant thing was to be ready for Sunday. 

"Before we went to bed last night 
we were set," Gladys Jordan said. 

Fires aren't new to Bethel Baptist 
Church. The first sanctuary, built in 
the 1860s, burned to the ground in 
1937. 

Fulton Jordan said he remembers 
the 1937 fire very clearly. "I've seen ' 
two churches burn here now," he said. 

JUL-893 

By Richard Belcourt 
Union County Fire Marshal C.W. 

Adcock said the lightning was the 
cause of-the blaze that destroyed the 
sanctuary roof of Bethel Baptis.l 
Church on Landsford Road, south of 
MarShVille, Monday afternoon. 

"It's pretty evident the steeple was 
hit," he said. "But, the steeple is a 
ways away from where the bulk of the 
damage was done." 

Assistant Fire Marshal Jimmy 
McDonnal said the firefighters' re 
sponse time was hampered by trees 
blocking Camden Road. The trees 
were knocked down by winds gener 
ated by the storm. 

McDonnal said units from Beaver 
· Lane,Wingate, Allen's Cross Roads, 
Lanes Creek and New Salem were on 
the scene lo fight the fire. 

Church members on the scene 
before firefighters arrived were able 
to minimize damage to the contents of 
the sanctuary by removing the piano, 
the organ and other furnishings. 

"We got all of the hymnals out 
before they started with the water," 
Nell Bess said. 

Bess said the fire was soour«! hv 

people working at the turkey farm 
next door. 

· "Sylvester Cotlins called in the 
fire and then called me to tell me there 
was smoke coming from one of our 
buildings," she said. 

Bess said they were able to get 
everything out that wasn't nailed 
down. 


