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Senio} Citizen Profile

Hazel:Cochran Honored For Her Labor Of Love
By Edith Phillips

From November 1945 to
November 1995 Hazel Cochran was
surrounded by a circle of little boys
and girls every Sunday morning at
Blantyre Baptist Church.
-'Iii recognition of her 50 years of
service as a Sunday School teacher
at Blantyre, the pastor, Rev. Roy
Moritz, recently presented Mrs.
Cochran with a certificate of appre-
ciation for her dedication to the
children and to the church. Both the
pastor and the congregation ex-

r"-'1ore,. .......t their appreciatio rr
priceless contributions and labor of
love.

Mrs. Cochran, who turned 84 on
Jan. 11, 1996, began teaching the
little ones, age 6 to 9, after getting
settled in Penrose when she and her
husband .moved from Bryson City
in August of 1939. Other than being
known as a teacher, wife and
mother, she is also recognized in
her community as a good neighbor
and friend to many families who
have known her for years.

Mrs. Cochran has taught the
children who came to Sunday
School at Blantyre hundreds of
Bible lessons down through the
years - stories which were helpful
and appropriate for their young
lives. There were the age-old stories
of Jesus and New Testament char-
acters whom she brought to life for
the children. There were Old Tes-
tament stories 0 oa, oses,
Jonah and Isaiah, to name a few,
that whetted the children's appetite
for more of the same and chal-
lenged them to grow spiritually.
Over the past 50 years, the Sunday
School lessons have taken the
teacher through the Bible numerous
times. She learned along with the
children, she says, as she planted
seeds in their lives, seeds that today
are bearing fruit

Mrs. Cochran has always loved
church work and being a home-
maker. She not only taught Sunday
School, but has also supported the
work of the Woman's Missionary
Union and Vacation Bible School
programs. Being a homemaker al-
lowed her the time she needed to be
involved with her church. And, she
is quick to point out that she

the homefires burning" while the
late Mr. Cochran "kept the oil burn-
ing."

Her work at home with her fam-
ily and her hobbies have taken pri-
ority over the years and have kept
her plenty busy. She not onlr ~n-
joys teaching, she loves quilting
and has pieced together so many
quilts that she has lost count. Her
other hobbies are flower gardening

Mrs. Cochran has witnessed
many changes in the Penrose area .
over the years since she and her
husband moved to the community
in 1939. "My husband had worked'
here for a while before we moved-
here," Mrs. Cochran recalls.'
"Blantyre Church was the closest
one to us then, and we went there
the next Sunday and I have been
going ever since."

Hazel Cochran is quick to point out ,-
r s -ept e meftres burning"
while the late Mr. Cochran "kept the oil
burning."

and seasonal gardening. For as long
as she can remember, her flowers
have bloomed profusely and her
vegetable gardens have yielded
bushel baskets of produce, which
she shares with family and friends.

Although she is unable now to
continue at the same pace with her
church work and hobbies, she re-
mains active. "I still enjoy going to
church every Sunday morning and
Sunday night," she says, adding that
she now relaxes with other ladies in
the adult class at Blantyre Church
on Sundays since she no longer
teaches her little friends.

"I enjoyed teaching the chil-
dren," Mrs. Cochran says. "Some
listened to what I was saying and
some didn't. I read Bible stories to
them and asked them questions.
Most of the time they knew the an-
swers. They enjoYed it too." Today,
she takes special delight in seeing
former pupils wh<;> are raising fami-
lies of their owlI, IJlcluding her own
children, grandchildren and gr~t-
grandchildren. One of her pupils
she taught is now pastoring a
church.

The Cochrans were honored Q~-

their 50th wedding anniversary, aiill
celebrated their 60th wedding fIll-
niversary prior to Mr. Cochrari's
death.

The deaths of loved ones in her
family and the loss of beloved
friends have brought tears to ll~r
eyes on many days, but she coruin-
ues to persevere and put her faith in
God as she has taught others to QQ.'

Mrs. Cochran's life could be Jfj-
garded as a commentary on
scripture "Be ye doers of the
not hearers only" - familiar
that express her ongoing I'nl'nmllt_

ment to her church and I'nrnmnnt'lv

Whether you know her
teacher, gardener or neighbor,
knowing her is the nicest part

Edith Phillips is office msitJ~
ager of The Transylvania TidJ'E$"
and was Lifestyle Editor of tite
Easley Progress in Easley, S.C.
prior to moving back to Brevard
with her husband David. If yon
have a suggestion for the senior
citizen profile, call The Times at
883-8156.
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Church Of The Week
Blantyr~ Baptist Church Has Served Community Since 1921
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Since 1921, the Baptists of the
'1 Blantyre community near the
\ . Henderson County line have had a
· church of their own in which to wor-
ship, but circumstances have not
•always permitted those services to
·'be held within their own four-walled
structure.

~' 'Such facilities as school buildings,
•• 1 tents, and even the shores of nearby
. Hawkins Lake have been utilized by
: •.the Blantyre Baptists, but under the
"':guidance and leadership of
i dedicated Christians such as the cur-
rent minister there, the Rev. Cecil
Fox, the church now has a beautiful

1" sanctuary that is more than ade-
quate to serve a large congregation.
On May 8, 1921, a group of con-

cerned Christians of the Blantyre
section gathered together to discuss
the organization of their own Baptist
church in that area. The charge of
their organization was delivered to
the 22 charter members by the Rev.
P'P. Orr, and since the Blantyre
"Post Office was located only one
.mile away, the organizers adopted
the name of Blantyre Baptist
Church.
. . On May 14, 1921, the membership
called their first pastor, the Rev.
.Vj.A.Williams, and with the permis-
· "

sion of the Transylvania County
Board of Education, worship ser-
vices were held in Blantyre School
House that Was located adjacent to
the present location of the church
building on what is now called King
Road.
Construction was started on a

building of their own in 1927, with
members of the congregation and
any willing community members
who could swing a hammer pitching
in to help. Circumstances delayed
the completion of the structure until
1932. In July of that year, the
membership purchased the Blan-
tyre School House at public auct~
and that building was immediately
torn down. With volunteer help f~om
community members, the materials
in the old School were used to com-
plete the church building, an~ t~e
first services were held their 10

August of 1932, with the Rev. F .H.
Holden preiiding.
This started a real growth and ex-

pansion period at Blantyre Baptist,
with the charter membership of 22
expanding to a membership of m in
1933. By the mid-1940s, that
membership had advanced to 139.
The decade of the 1950s saw con-
tinued growth and with the church's
Sunday scho~l program rapidly
developing additional Sunday
school class~ooms were added to the

church building in 1957.
Itwas not untill960s that Blantyre

Baptist was able to launch into a suf-
ficient full-time program. In Oc-
tober of 1961,the church purchased a
house to use as a parsonage, and
from that time, a pastor has lived on
the church field and devoted a full-
time ministry to the people of the
Blantyre community.
Further expansion or building

plans were started in June of 1968,
and since that time the church
building fund has continued to in-
crease. In June of 1m4, the church
culminated many years of anxious
waiting by voting to completely
remodel the old sanctuary at an ap-
proximately cost of $50,000.

By September of that year (974)
worship services could no longer be
held inside the sanctuary, and for
several weeks Blantyre Baptist held
lakeside services at Hawkins Lake
As the weather got colder and th~
construction work continued to pre.

I vent use of the sanctuary, the church
then borrowed a large camp
meeting tent, and the church pews
piano, pulpit and congregation wer~
moved there for the temporary uSe
of the canvas facility as a place to
hold worship services.
But the weather got even colder

and after about six weeks of use, th~

J31an·rreBa~tist Church as it stands today r~dy to serve the people of the Blantyre com-
~un~ y;_n ~mg'Road to the Henderson COuntyline' A number of Blantyre's 240members
IVem en erson County. (Times photo byBill No~ris) / I

big tent was abandoned. The sanc-
tuary was still under construction,
however, so worship services were
held in the church's three Sunday
school class rooms, with the
minister, the Rev. Doug Worley,
speaking to the congregation from
the hallway.
Finally the sanctuary was com-

pleted, and the dedication service of
the new facility was held on Jan. 26,
1m5, with the Rev. Doug Worley of-
ficiating, and the previous pastor,
the Rev. Bill Worley, returning to
deliver the. dedicatory address.
In March of Im8, the Rev. Cecil

Fox accepted the call to Blantyre
Baptist, and immediately started
raising funds to construct an educa-
tional facility and a fellowship hall.
That work was completed in
September of 1m9, and that addition
has meant much to the growing con-
gregation at Blantyre.
The church bas also constructed a

beautiful new parsonage for the use
of the Rev. Fox and his wife located
almost adjacent to the modern new
sanctuary. The church membership
at Blantyre now numbers 240, and
one of the original 22 charter
members still remains active within
the present membership. Mrs. Lois
Talley of Jeter Mountain contributes
regularly to the program at Blan-
tyre even though her attendance at
wor~hip services there has been cur-
tailed by her advancing years.
Sunday school is held each Sunday

morning at Blantyre Baptist Church
starting at 9:45 a.m., with morning
worship service starting at 11 a.m.
Sunday evening services are held at
7:30 p.m.
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This first sanctuary of Blantyre Baptist Ch~rch was com-
pleted in 1932,but the growing membershIp caused ~he
final services tobe held in 1974while complete renovation
was taking place. /
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