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By Dayton Vielguth 
Contributing Reviewer 

This year's Secrest Artist Series kicked off in 
stellar fashion Sept. 21 when Eugenia Zukerman 
and Yolanda Kondonassis took -the stage in Bren-

die Recital Hall. Both are 
considered to be among the 
most accomplished musi-
cians in their respective 
fields (Kondonassis on harp 
and Zukerman on flute), and 
both are signed with estab-
lished record labels. 

It is therefore not surpris-
ing that the two played an excellent concert and in 
so doing set a high standard for the remaining artists 
in the Secrest Series to be held to. 

The duo took the stage together at 8:04 p.m. and 
was welcomed by the generous applause of the audi-
ence, The stage itself was completely bare, displaying 
only the musicians, their instruments and their music 
stands. Ho wever, what the venue lacked in visual 
spectacle was more than made up for in auditory 
ecstasy as the musicians began their first set. 

After recountin g a brief biography of Benedetto 
Moracello, the two dove right into his work, "Sonata 
in F Major." This impressive number was met with 
an enthusi astic response from the audience . Their 
second numbe r was Alan Hovhaness's "The Garden 
of Adonis," which , Kondonassis informed the audi-
ence, was meant to emulate "souls becoming flow-
ers." 

The first set concluded with what Zukerman labeled 
"a stap le of the flute and harp repertoire," Vincent 
Persichetti's "Serenade No. 10." 

Afte r a somewhat lengthy intermission, during 
which the audience was able to purchase the musi-
cians' recordings and was treated to complimentary 
Secrest Artist Series posters , the two ladies took the 
stage to begin their second set. This set was mnre 
culturally varied than the first, opening with Japanese 
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"I thought the most impressive part was the Sonata 
by Damase, it had a certain ethereal quality ... They 
play with real passionate expressiveness and have 

an impeccable quality of sound." 
Matt Webb 

Junior 

composer Michio Miyagi's "Haru No Urni." The next 
song was a solo featuring Kondonasssis 's beautiful 
strumming . She introduced the song as a "an emula-
tion ofa summer's evening." Her true brilliance radi-
ated through this song, as she manipulated several 
different musical styles including muting, rapping 
on the wood of the harp, plucking with fingernails 
and not once looking at her fingers, 

After the harp solo came Jean -Mich el Damase's 
"Sonata," which was another highlight of the 
night. 

"I thought the most impressive part was the Sonata 
by Damase, it had a certain ethereal quality ," junior 
Matt Webb, a music major, said. "They play with 
real passionate expressiven ess and have an impec-
cable quality of sound. " 

Finally, the main set closed withJacques lbert 's 
"Entr'acte." Though lbert was a French composer, 
the song had a distinct Latin soun d, addin g to the eth-
nicity of the second set. Surprisingly, the audience's 
enthusi asm seemed to dwindl e by the end, as much 
of the crowd headed for the exit when the two ladies 
came out for their curtain call. 

Perh aps this exod us is what convince d Zuckerman 
to assure the audience that their encore would be 
short, approximately a minute and a half. Though 
the encore was short and sweet, most of the audience 
booked it for the exits instead of giving the standing 
ovation the duo deserved. 

Despite the lack of audience enthusiasm towards 
the end, the show wa all in all enjoyed by both 
performer and spectator. Senior Kevin Kim said, 
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Chris Carlstrom/Old Gold and Black 
Yolanda Kondonassis took the stage at Brendle Sept. 21 to perform the first installment of this year's 
Secrest Artists Series , along with flutist Eugenia Zuckerman. Both musicians are well-respected in 
their respective fields, and the performance on campus embodied their mastery. 

"I've heard bits of flute and harp, bu t this was the 
first time together, and it was phenomenal. I didn't 
know music could be so great." 

Zukerman enjoyed the show from her perspec-
tive too, complementing both the audience and the 
venue. "The audience seemed very receptive and 

friendly, which made us really feel like pla} ing." she 
said. "The acoustics were especial!: great as ,,veil.'' 

The Kondanas sis and Zuckerman show ,1 as a truly 
spectacular way to start another year of excellent fin~ 
arts perfmmances sponsored b) the Secrest Artist 
Series. 




