











URSULA OPPENS

Pianist

The amazing versatility of pianist Ursula Oppens, as reflected in the unique range of her repertoire,
has become widely recognized as a major thrust in her multifaceted career.

During the 1984/85 season Miss Oppens appears both with orchestra and in recital at many
citles and universities across the United States with her schedule including performances with the
Cincinnati Symphony and a recital at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.

In Europe this season Ursula Oppens makes her solo recital debut in London at Queen Elizabeth
Hall in additian 1o performances with orchestra in Glasgow and Edinburgh and recitals in Scotland,
France and Germany.

In addition fo appearing with the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, this past summer Lirsula Oppens
parlicipated in the Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival for her third consecutive year. During the
1983/84 season Miss Oppens’ schedule included performances with the San Francisco Symphony,
the Boston Symphony Orchestra (her third appearance since 1982}, the Milwaukee and Long Beach
Symphonies and the Musica Aeterna Orchestra at New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art in works
ranging from Mozart and Beethoven fo Ellioft Carter.

Highlights of recent seasans have included her appearance with the New York Philharmenic in
the New York premiere of John Adams' “Grand Pianola Music recitals at the Kennedy Center,
Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Library of Congress and engagements with the St. Louis, Aflanta,
Baltimore, Boston, Milwaukee, and San Francisco Symphonies, the Los Angeles and Buffalo
Philharmonics, and the Los Angeles and St. Paul Chamber Orchestras. She has toured in Europe,
Japan, Mexico and Central America and has played at the Tanglewood, Darimouth, Santa Fe, Aspen,
Bonn, Stresa and Bath music festivals, the latter in the summer of 1980 when she performed the
world premiere of Elliott Carter’s “Night Fantasies.”

Born inte a musical family, Oppens received a well-rounded education, studying economics and
English literature at Radcliffe College before deciding to become a musician. In addition to her
continued training with Edith Oppens {her mother}, she took her master's degree at the Juilliard
School studying piano with Rosina Lhevinne, Leonard Shure, Guido Agosti and chamber music
with Felix Galimir. Under the auspices of Young Concert Artists, she made her New York debut
In 1969. With the award of first prize at the 1969 Busoni International Piano Competition, she
started on a route which was to include many such honors. Winning the 1976 Avery Fisher Prize
resulted in Oppens’ performance with the New York Philharminic; this was so successiul that she
was reengaged for another concert with the Philharmonic in 1978. In addition, she was the recipient
of the 1970 Diploma d'honore of the Accademia Chigiana and the 1979 Record World Award
for her recording of Frederic Rzewski's ‘The People United Will Never Be Defeated.”

Ursula Oppens' latest release, a recording of two-piano works by Busoni, Beethoven and Mozart
with the late Paul Jacobs on the Nonesuch label, was the “Critic’s Choice” In the August 1984
issue of High Fidelity Magazine. Soon 1o be released by Angel Records is her recording of John
Adams' “Grand Pianola Music,” with pianist Alan Feinburg and Solisti New York. The art of Ursula
Oppens can also be heard on the Arista, CBS Masterworks, CRI, Vanguard and Watt Works labels.
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