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JOSHUA BELL, VIOLIN 
Grammy"' Award-winning violinist Joshua Bell has been captivating audiences 
worldwide for over two decades. Known for his poetic musicality, Joshua came to national 
attention at age 14 with his highly acclaimed orchestral debut with Riccardo Muti and the 
Philadelphia Orchestra. A Carnegie Hall debut, the prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant 
and a recording contract further confirmed his unique presence in the music world. Now 
in his thirties, Joshua has performed with the world's leading symphony orchestras and 
conductors, recorded 27 albums and participated in events foreign to most classical artists, 
earning him the rare title of classical music superstar. "Bell has evolved from a technical 
whiz to a true artist and intellectual whose music feeds both your brain and your heart;' 
said Newsweek. 

Joshua and his two sisters were raised on a farm in Bloomington, Indiana. As a child 
Joshua indulged in many passions outside of music, becoming an avid computer game 
player and a competitive athlete. He placed fourth in a national tennis tournament at 
age IO and still keeps his racquet close by. Joshua received his first violin at age four after 
his parents, both psychologists by profession, noticed him plucking tunes with rubber 
bands he had stretched around the handles of his dresser drawers. By 12 he was serious 
about the instrument thanks in large part to the inspiration of renowned violinist and 
pedagogue Josef Gingold, who had become his beloved teacher and mentor. 

Joshua's 2004-05 performance season in North America includes concerts with the 
National Symphony, New Jersey Symphony and San Francisco Symphony, as well as a 
I 0-city recital tour including Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center. Amongst the season 
highlights wil I the US and Canadian premiere of Behzad Ranjbaran's Violin Concerto with 
the Indianapolis Symphony and Toronto Symphony, as well as his new artistic partnership 
as guest soloist/leader with the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra. He will also perform with 
Orpheus at U.S. venues including Carnegie Hall as well as in Asia. 

International concerts will include the Danish Radio Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre 
de la Suisse Romande, London Symphony Orchestra, Munich Philharmonic and the 
Philhannonia as well as performances with the Malaysian Philharmonic in Kuala Lumpur, 
the Hong Kong Philharmonic, the Macau Philharmonic and recitals in Kuala Lumpur, 
Taipei and Seoul. Joshua will tour Spain with the Tchaikovsky Orchestra of Moscow, and 
the UK and Eastern Europe as soloist/ leader with the Academy of St. Martin in the Fields. 

One of the highlights of the '04-'05 season will be performances and a live recording 
for Sony Classical with Michael Tilson Thomas conducting the Berlin Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Also to be scheduled is the release of the film and soundtrack to Ladies in 
Lavender starring Dame Judi Dench and Maggie Smith. 



Equally at home as a soloist, chamber musician, and orchestra leader, Joshua Bell's career is 
exceptionally varied. He enjoys chamber music collaborations with artists such as Pamela 
Frank, Steven Isserlis and Edgar Meyer as well as occasional collaborations with artists 
outside the classical arena including Bobby McFerrin, Chick Corea and James Taylor. 

• Joshua signed his first recording contract at age 18 with London/Decca for whom 
he recorded much of the classical violin repertoire. Searching to expand his musical 
horizons, he joined Sony Classical in 1996, resulting in a diverse collection of albums. 
His recent recording, Romance of the Violin, features the Academy of St. Martin in the 
Fields conducted by Michael Stern. The album spent 13 weeks at the top of the Billboard 
Classical Chart. Repertoire from the album was featured on the PBS special "Live 
From Lincoln Center: Joshua Bell at the Penthouse," which will be released on DVD by 
Sony. Other recent recordings include the Mendelssohn & Beethoven violin concertos 
with Camerata Salzburg conducted by Sir Roger Norrington (featuring Bell's original 
cadenzas), and the Iris motion picture soundtrack composed by James Horner. In 2002, 
his Grammy·- winning recording of West Side Story Suite, based on Leonard Bernstein's 
works, was spotlighted by a performance on the "44th Annual Grammy Awards'' telecast 
and also featured on the Emmy" nominated 2001 PBS Great Performances special., 
''Joshua Bell: West Side Story Suite from Central Park." In 2001, Joshua received the 
Grammy Award and a Mercury Music Prize for the Nicolas Maw Violin Concerto, 
which was written for Joshua and featured Sir Roger Norrington conducting the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Joshua's Sibelius & Goldmark violin concertos with Esa-Pekka 
Salonen conducting the Los Angeles Philharmonic captured the Echo Klassik Award for 
Best Concerto Recording. Joshua also received a Grammy nomination for Gershwin 
Fantasy featuring John Williams as conductor and pianist. 

Eager to further blur the lines between musical genres, Joshua hooked up in 1998 with 
longtime friend, bassist and composer Edgar Meyer, and legendary bluegra$s musicians 
Sam Bush and Mike Marshall resulting in the Grammy Award-nominated Short Trip Home, 
performed on the "42nd Annual Grammy Awards." Other projects include collaborations 
with Wynton Marsalis on his spoken word children's album, Listen to the Storyteller, and 
Bela Fleck's Perpetual Motion. Both albums received Grammy Awards. 

.. Joshua's most mainstream effort yielded the ultimate accolade during the "721
"
1 Academy 

Awards.•· Following his three-year involvement with the film 111e Red Violin, where he was 
responsible for all solo violin music composed by John Corigliano, the album captured 
the Oscar' for Best Original Score. 1he jubilant Corigliano proclaimed in his televised 
acceptance speech, "Joshua plays like a god:' 
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BRAHMS 
(1833-1897) 

SAINT-SA~NS 
(1835-1921) 

JANACEK 
(1854-1928) 

Joshua Bell, violin 
Jeremy Denk, piano 

Sonata No. I for Violin & Piano in G major, Op. 78 
Vivace ma non troppo 
Adagio 
Allegro molto moderato 

Sonata No. I for Violin and Piano in D minor, Op. 75 
Allegro agitato 
Adagio 
Allegro moderato 
Allegro molto 

INTERMISSION 

f9 

Sonata for Violin and Piano 
Con Moto 
Ballada; Con Moto 
Allegretto 
Adagio 
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PROGRAM 

BARTOK Hungarian folk Tunes for Violin and Piano 
(arr. By Joseph Szigeti) 
(1881 - 1945) Parlando 

WIENIAWSKI 
(1835 - 1880) 

Andante non troppo 
Allegro vivace 
Andante sostenuto 
Allegro 
Andante 
Poco vivace 

Variations on an Original Theme, Op. 15 

*PROGRAM IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE" 

Joshua Bell records exclusively for Sony Classical 
www.joshuabell.com 

Mr. Bell cippears by 11rra11geme11t with I.MG Al'lists, LLC 
Carnegie Hall Tower. 152 West 571

• Street, 5" Floor. New York, NY 10019 
www.imgartists.com 

Mr. Denk appears by arrangeme11t through the exclusive management of: 
ICM Artists, Ltd. 

40 West 57th Street 
New York NY /0019 

David V. Foster, President and C.E.O. 



Joshua Bell, continued 

Joshua appeared as himself in the film Music of the Heart starring Meryl Streep and is 
a frequent guest on television. He has appeared on many television specials, including 
the 2004 PBS "Memorial Day Concert;' "The GQ Awards;• " TI1e Indy 500 Victory 
Celebration;' as well as "The Tonight Show;' "Nightline;• "Late Night with Conan O'Brien," 
"CBS This Morning;' "CNN Headline News;• A&E's "Biography;' and the PBS programs 
"Charlie Rose;' "Evening at Pops;• "Live from Lincoln Center" and "Sesame Street:' He 
has been profiled in publications including People Magazine's 50 Most' Beautiful People 
issue, The New York Times, Esquire, Newsweek, Readers Digest, Vogue, Gramophone, 
Strad, Strings and USA Weekend. Joshua was one of the first classical artists to have a 
music video air on VHI and he has been the subject of a BBC Omnibus documentary. As 
Gramophone succinctly surmised, "Bell is dazzling:• 

In 1989, Joshua received an Artist Diploma in Violin Performance from Indiana 
University. His alma mater honored him with a Distinguished Alumni Service Award 
only two years after his graduation. He has been named an "Indiana Living Legend" and 
received the Indiana Governor's Arts Award. 

Joshua has taught master classes at London's Royal Academy of Music and he has served 
as Adjunct Professor at The Massachusetts Institute of Technology Media Lab, helping to 
develop a new generation of high tech instruments and toys. He currently serves on the 
Artist Committee of the Kennedy Center Honors. 
Joshua plays the 1713 Gibson ex Huberman Stradivarius. 

For more information, visit www.joshuabell.com 

JEREMY DENK, PIANIST 
American pianist Jeremy Denk has established a formidable reputation 
as one of today's most compelling young artists. A 1998 recipient of the 
Avery Fisher Career Grant, he also won the 1997 Young Concert Artists 
International Auditions, which helped launch his career as a recitalist 
and concerto soloist nationwide. He made a highly acclaimed New York 
recital debut at Alice Tully Hall in April 1997 as the recipient of the 
Juilliard School's William Petschek Piano Debut Award. Since then he 
has given recitals in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Cleveland, 
and Washington, D.C., and has made numerous orchestral and festival 
appearances. In a review of his 200 l performance of Bartok's Second Piano 

Concerto, The New York Times wrote: "Hearing Mr. Denk's bracing, effortlessly virtuosic 
and utterly joyous performance, one would never guess how pheno.menaUy difficult the 
piano part is." He has been a featured artist-in-residence on NPR's "Performance Today:' 



Mr. Denk is committed to a wide spectrum of repertoire. His recent projects have 
included all-Bach and all-Schubert recitals, traversals of the Schubert song cycles, pairings 
of late Beethoven sonatas, Schoenberg's "Ode to Napoleon" with the Saint Paul Chamber 
Orchestra, a recital of all-Chopin mazurkas, major solo works of Janacek at the recent 
Bard Festival, an account of all the Brahms Violin Sonatas, and a recording of Tobias 
Picker's Piano Concerto "Keys to the City" (released on Chandos). Upcoming projects 
include an Ives mini-series in Boston, marking the 50th anniversary of the composer's 
death; a tour of the Beethoven and Mozart wind quintets with New York-based 
Windscape; and a 20th-century focus concert in Philadelphia juxtaposing works of Leon 
Kirchner against Etudes of Ligeti and the Carter Piano Sonata. 

Mr. Denk has participated in many premieres: Leon Kirchner's Duo No. 2 (with violinist 
Ida Levin) at Marlboro in the summer of 2002; Ned Rorem's "The Unquestioned Answer;' 
in the summer of2003; Jake Heggie's piano concerto "Cut Time" in May 2001, with 
the Eos Orchestra; ''Alternating Current;' a piece written for him by Kevin Puts, on his 
Kennedy Center recital; Mark O'Connor's "Fiddle Sonata" (with the composer on fiddle) 
at the Library of Congress; and Libby Larsen's "CoJlage: Boogie" at the Kennedy Center 
with the American-Soviet Youth Orchestra and Zubin Mehta. 

Jeremy Den k's career also is marked by a commitment to chamber music. He has 
collaborated with several leading string quartets, among them the Borromeo, Brentano, 
Colorado and Shanghai, and has appeared at the Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival, 
Seattle Chamber Music Festival, the Spoleto Festivals in Italy and Charleston, and the 
Bridgehampton Chamber Music Festival, to name a few. He has spent several summers 
at the Marlboro Music School in Vermont and been part of"Musicians from Marlboro" 
national tours. As a result of this commitment, he was honored with the Andrew Wolf 
Chamber Music Award, appearing with the Vermeer Quartet in August 1999. 

As the winner of the concerto competition at Juilliard in 1995, Mr. Denk performed the 
Schumann Piano Concerto with Kurt Masur leading the Juilliard Orchestra at Avery Fisher 
Hall, a performance that was broadcast nationally on "Performance Today:' In another 
notable engagement, Mr. Denk played the Brahms Piano Concerto No. l with London's 
Philharmonia Orchestra conducted by Jean-Claude Casadesus at the Royal Festival Hall. 

In 1990 Jeremy Denk received both a B.A. in chemistry from Oberlin College and a B.M. 
in music from the Oberlin Conservatory, where he studied with Joseph Schwartz. He 
earned a master's degree in music from Indiana University as a pupil of Gyorgy Sebok, 
and a doctorate in piano performance from the Juilliard School, where he worked with 
Herbert Stessin. Mr. Denk makes his home in New York City. 



Wake Forest 
Remaining Event of the 2004/2005 Secrest Artists Series 

University expresses its deep 
appreciation to Mrs. Marion 
Secrest and her husband, 
the late Dr. Willis Secrest, 
for generously endowing the 
Secrest Artists Series. 

Ushers for tonight's performance 
are members of Alpha Phi Omega 
Service Fraternity. 

Tickets for all Secrest events are 
available without charge to all Wake 
Forest students, faculty, and staff. 
They are sold, individually and by 
season subscription, to the general 
public. To purchase tickets, call the 
Theatre Box Office at 336.758.5295 
or the Secrest Series at 336.758.5757. 
MC and Visas are accepted. 

Visit the Secrest website at www. 
wfu.edu/secrestartists for additional 
fa formation. 

Your courtesy in turning off all 
electronic devices is appreciated. 
The use of tape recorders and video 
equipment is not allowed. 

Thank you to Dr. David Levy, 
Chairman of the Music Department 
at Wake Forest, for giving our pre-
performance talk. 

Mr. Bell will be available briefly aHer 
the performance in Wingate Hall of 
Wait Chapel to sign programs and 
recordings. 

Tuscan Sun Festival Tour with 
the New European Strings Chamber orchestra 

- 7:30 p.m., Saturday, April 16, Wait Chapel 

Experience an evening of magic from Tuscany! 
This very special concert was originally created at 
the Tuscan Sun Festival in Cortona, Italy, the home 
of Frances Mayes - author of the best-selling book 
Under the Tuscan Sun, and a major motion picture 
from Touchstone Pictures. Join conductor Dmitri 
Sitkovetsky, the world-renowned NES Chamber 
Orchestra and cellist/composer Nina Kotova, in a 
program which will include Kotova's new piece based 
on Ms. Mayes' memoir, "The Tuscan Sun Suite': with 
narration by Frances Mayes herself between sections. 
Beautiful photos of Tuscany by Mayes' photographer, 
Steven Rothfeld, will also be projected during the 
performance. The rest of the program will include 
"Souvenir cli Florence" of Tchaikovsky and Vivaldi's 
"1be Four Seasons" and other music inspired by the 
beauty of Italy. 

www.tr,scansunfestival.com/tour 


