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CHRISTOPHER P ARKENING 
Biography 

Christopher Parkening is celebrated as one of the 
world's preeminent virtuosos of the classical guitar. 
For more than a quarter century, his concerts and 
recordings have received the highest worldwide 
acclaim. The Washington Post cited "his stature as the 
leading guitar virtuoso of our day, combining 
profound musical insight with complete technical 
mastery of his instrument." Parkening is recognized 
as an heir to the legacy of the great Spanish artist 
Andres Segovia, who proclaimed that "Christopher 
Parkening is a great artist - he is one of the most 
brilliant guitarists in the world." 

Parkening's rare combination of dramatic 
virtuosity, eloquent musicianship and uniquely 
beautiful sound has captivated audiences around the 
world from New York to Tokyo. He has performed 
at the White House, appeared with Placido Domingo 
on Live from Lincoln Center, participated in Carnegie 
Hall's 100th Anniversary celebration and performed 
twice on the internationally televised Gramm~ 
Awards. Parkening has appeared on many nationally 
broadcast television programs, including The Tonight 
Show, Good Morning America, CBS Sunday Morning, 
The Today Show and 20/20. Parkening was also 
featured soloist with composer/conductor John 
Williams on the Sony Classical soundtrack of 
Stepmom, a Columbia Pictures film. (This album has 
been on the top of Billboard's crossover charts since 
its release.) Voted "Best Classical Guitarist" in a 
nationwide readers' poU of Guitar Player Magazine 
for many years running, he was placed in their Gallery 
of Greats along with Andres Segovia, John Williams 
and JuUan Bream. 

Parkening has been a guest soloist with the finest 
orchestras in the United States, including the 
Philadelphia, Cleveland and Minnesota orchestras, 
the Chicago, Pittsburgh, and National symphony 
orchestras, the Detroit, Houston and St. Louis 
symphonies, the St. Paul and Los Angeles chamber 
orchestras, and the Los Angeles Philharmonic at the 
Hollywood Bowl. 

In the 1999 /2000 season, Christopher Parkening 
performs the world premiere of Elmer Bernstein's 
Concerto for Guitar and Orchestra with the Honolulu 

Symphony. He will record this concer to along with 
La Vega by Isaac Albeniz with the London Symphony 
Orchestra, Elmer Bernstein conducting. This 
anticipated recording will be released in late Spring 
2000 on Mr . Parkening's exclusive label, Angel/EMI 
Classics. 

Parkening has amassed an extensive discography 
on Angel/EMI Classics . He is the recipient of two 
Grammy ~ nominations in the category of Best 
Classical Recording for Parkening and the Guitar, and 
The Pleasures of Their Company, a collaboration with 
soprano Kathleen Battle. In 1996, Parkening and 
Battle r-ecorded a Christmas album, Angels' Glory, 
which was released on the Sony Classical label. In 
honor of Parkening's 25th year as a recording artist 
with Ange l/EM£ Classics, a 2-CD collection of 
favorites, The Great Recordings, was iss ued in 
celebration of his p rolific artistry. To mark his 30th 
anniversary, Mr. Parkening is planning a series of new 
releases on the Angel/EM! Classics label. In the Pall 
of 1998 a multi-media CD was released as a tribute 
to Andres Segovia entitled Christopher Parkening 
Celebrates Segovia. 

Parkening's commitment to music extends beyond 
his demanding performance schedule. Each summer, 
he teaches a series of master classes at Montana State 
University in Bozeman, Montana . He has also 
authored The Christopher Parkening Guitar Method, 
Volumes I and ll , basic pedagogy books for beginning 
and advanced players. These editions, along with his 
collection of guitar transcriptions and arrangements, 
are published by Hal Leonard Corporation. 

This performance is Mr. Parkening's third 
appearance on the Secrest Artis ts Series - the 
othe rs were in February 1978 and December 1986. 
Christopher Parkening and his wife, Theresa, reside 
in Southern California . At the heart of his dedication 
to performance, recording, and teaching is a deep 
commitment to the Christian faith. He is also a world 
class fly-fishing and casting champion who has won 
the International Gold Cup Tarpon Tournament (the 
Wimbledon of fly-fisbing) held in Jslamorada, 
Florida. 



JUBILANT SYKES 
Biography 

The American singer Jubilant Sykes brings a new 
dimension to the traditional career of the classically 
trained baritone. Drawing on gospel and jazz 
influences, Sykes has created a diverse and personal 
approach to singing that has taken him to the stage 
of the Metropolitan Opera, as well as winning him 
the title of Sacred Music USA's 1996 Vocalist of the 
Year. 

Jubilant, the first recording under Sykes' exclusive 
contract with Sony Classical, brings the singer 
together with jazz trumpeter/ composer Terence 
Blanchard in innovative arrangements of spirituals 
and hymns. The recording was released in the spring 
of 1998. 

This season, Jubilant will make his New York 
Philharmonic debut under the baton of Kurt Masur 
as soloist in the world premiere of Torke's Four 
Seasons. This piece was commissioned by Disney for 
the New York Philharmonic's 99 /2000 season to mark 
the upcoming millenium. Other orchestral en-
gagements include performing with the Buffalo 
Philharmonic, Baltimore Symphony, Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra, Santa Rosa Symphony and 
Vancouver Symphony. He will collaborate in recital 
with conductor, Andrew Litton in the spring. 

Highlights of Jubilant's many dates of recent 
seasons past included working once again with the 
Boston Pops and Keith Lockhart both in Boston and 
on tour throughout the US. Jubilant also made his 
Philadelphia Orchestra debut and returned to the 
Long Island Philharmonic. He helped commemorate 
Martin Luther King's Birthday with a special tribute 
in Washington DC under the auspices oi the 
Smithsonian Institute. 

Other engagements of note include performances 
at Lincoln Center in New York, the Kennedy Center 
in Washington DC, and performances with the Dallas 
and Baltimore Symphony Orchestras. He also sang 
the title role in Mendelssohn's Elijah under conductor 
John Nelson. Sykes has also appeared with Terence 
Blan chard at the New York jazz club Iridium, 
performing selections from fubilant. 

Much in demand as a classical soloist with 
orchestras, Jubilant Sykes has performed under the 
direction of noted conductors such as Lorin Maazel, 
Raymond Leppard, David Zinman, Andrew Litton 
and Christoph Eschenbach. He has given critically 
acclaimed performances of Beethoven's Symphon.y 
No. 9, Brahms' A German Requiem, and Mozart's 
Requiem, as well as orchestral song cycles of Mahler, 
including Kindertoten/ieder and Ruckert Lieder. He was 
a]so the featured soloist in the world premiere of 
American composer Libby Larson's Comin.g Forth into 
Day, set to a text by Jehan El Sadat, the widow of 
Egyptian leader Anwar Sadat. 

Following his 1995 debut at a Boston Pops concert 
at Tanglewood under John Williams, Sykes was 
immediately re-engaged to accompany the Boston 
Pops and conductor Keith Lockhart on their 1995 and 
1997 holiday tours. He appeared on the Pops' 
Christmas special, broadcast on PBS, and with the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra on the 1996 "Salute to 
Symphony" telecast. 

Jt1bilant Sykes won first place in the regional 
Metropolitan Opera auditions in Los Angeles and 
went on to make his Met debut as Jake in Gershwin's 
Porgy and Bess during the company's 1990-91 season. 
ln addition to his work at the Met, Sykes has appeared 
with both the Deutsche Opera in Berlin and the 
Houston Grand Opera, as well as other US opera 
companies. In concert performances, he has sung in 
Cavalli's Calisto with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra 
and in Bizet's Carmen (as Escamillo) with the Kansas 
City Symphony Orchestra. 



CHRISTOPHER PARKENING, Guitarist and JUBILANT SYKES, Baritone 

BRAZI LIANA 
(Music of Brazil and the Americas) 

Program 

Nortefia Jorge Gomez Crespo 
(1900-1971) 

The Norteiia is based upon an Inca folk melody from Argentina . During the time that 
legendary guitarist Andres Segovia lived in Argentina, he met the composer Jorge Gomez 
Crespo. This lullaby was harmonised by Crespo and then adapted for the guitar by 
Segovia. 

Natalia (Venezuelan Waltz) Antonio Lauro 
(1909-1986) 

For guitarists, the name Antonio Lauro is synonymous with the Venezuelan waltz, with 
its rich harmonies and flowing rhythms. This light and graceful Venezue lan dance, also 
known as Vais venezolano No. 3, is based upon a native folk song 

Three Preludes Heitor Vill a-Lobos 
(1887-1959) 

In 1924, Brazilian composer and gu itarist Heitor Vtlla-Lobos met Andres Segovia in 
Paris and they became lifelong friends . Maestro Segovia encouraged him to continue 
writing for the guitar. Villa-Lobos wrote Cinq Preludes ( dedicated to his wife) and Douze 
Etudes ( dedicated to Segovia) as part of his prolific output resulting from that exhortation. 
These three selected preludes are rich with the colors and textures of Brazil. 

La Muerte del Angel Astor Piazzolla 
(1921-1992) 

Piazzolla was born in Mar del Plata, Argen tina, grew up in New York and later studied 
composi tion in Paris under Nadia Boulanger . From the broad musical spectrum of his 
experience, he synthesized many influences and created the Tango Nuevo sound . This 
particular piece, Death of the Angel, was written in 1962 as part of his angel "cycle." 

Ballada de la Doncella Enamorada (Afro-Cuban Lullaby) Leo Brouwe r 
(b. 1939) 

Cuban-born composer Leo Brouwer wrote El Decamer6n negro based upon three ballads 
of African folk stories . The Ballada is the third movement and conta ins one of Brouwer's 
most lyrical melodies. It finishes the story of a great warrior who conquers every foe 
and returns to the mountains with his love. The Lullaby is based on a popular Cuban 
folk theme. 



CHRISTOPHER PARKENING, Guitarist and JUBILANT SYKES, Baritone 

BRAZILIAN A 
(Music of Brazil and the Americas) 

Program, continued 
Bate-coxa Marco Pereira 
In the Northeast region of Brazil couples dance to the "forra." This piece was inspired 
by this dance and strives to represent, from an instrumental viewpoint, the rhythms 
and basic elements usually given to the hurdy-gurdy, drums and triangle. The guitar is 
the perfect instrument to convey the lively and joyful exuberance of the music. 

PAUSE 

Modinha H. Villa-Lobos 
This music from Brazil places quite a demand on the singer. The voice is used in extreme 
ranges to create unique colors and moods. At one time it is soaring high and light, 
etherial and transparent in texture, the next moment full and robust. This lullaby, 
Modihna, from Seres ta No. 5, written specifically for voice and guitar by the most famous 
of all Brazilian classical composers, is characterised by the contrasting interplay between 
the fast accompaniment of the guitar and the slow, light and transparent choruses of 
the singer. 

La Rosa y el Sauce Carlos Guastavino 
(b. 1914) 

Composer Gustavino was born in Sante Fe, Argentina and studied in Buenes Aires. He 
made use of native art songs in many of his compositions; in La Rosa y el Sauce the story 
is told of the willow and its deep and tender love for the rose, but love is lost as she is 
plucked by the impetuous young maiden. 



CHRISTOPHER PARKENING, Guitarist and JUBILANT SYKES, Baritone 

BRAZILIANA 
(Music of Brazil and the Americas) 

Three Brazilian Folk Songs 
0 Ca~ador 
Azuliio 
Boi Bumba 

Program, continued 

Laurindo Almeida 
Jayme Ovalle 

Valdemar Henrique 

The first song, arranged by Laurindo Almeida and translated O Hunter, is a ritual 
dance set in the Brazilian Jongo rhythm. The second song, also arranged by Almeida, 
is the tale of the Bluebird, Azuliio. Brazilian-born composer Ovalle made special 
studies of Afro-Cuban melodies and this piece strongly reflects those folk elements. 
Arranged by Patrick Russ, Boi-Bumba (My Good Ox) is the Afro-Brazilian finale of the 
Reisados (reis meaning the kings) celebration and depicts the pilgrimage of the Magi 
to Bethlehem. 

TwoEtudes 
Gavotta-choro 

Four Preludes 

Jubilation 

Granadinas 

Suite Brasileira 
Ciranda Bambole 
Lamento 

INTERMISSION 

PAUSE 

H. VILLA-LOBOS 

MANUEL PONCE 
(1882-1948) 

ANDREW YORK 
(b.1957) 

* TRADITIONAL 

* RIQUE PANTOJA 



CHRISTOPHER PARKENING, Guitarist and JUBILANT SYKES, Baritone 

BRAZILIAN A 
(Music of Brazil and the Americas) 

Program, continued 

PAUSE 

Two American Spirituals * TRADITIONAL 

* Jubilant Sykes, Baritone 

Program subject to change. 

Recordings of Mr. Sykes and Mr. Parkening are available for sale in the lobby -
where they will be pleased to greet audience members following the performance. 

Mr. Parkening & Mr. Sykes appear by arrangement with 
IMG Artists, 825 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10019 tel: 212-489-8300 

Mr. Parkening records for EMI and Sony Classical. 
Mr. Sykes records for Sony Classical. 



Mandinka Epic! West African Musical Epic! This theatrical adventure depicts the 
Mandinka tribe through an electrifying blend of traditional music and dance. Di-
rected and choreographed by Jean Pierre Leurs and produced by Manadou Mansour 
Gueye, this unforgettable "opera" is filled with haunting rhythms and glorious move-
ment. Performed by Ballet d' Afrique Noire and a cast of thirty. Produced by ICM 
Artists, this attraction comes to Wake Forest after a week at the Kennedy Center. 
Friday, February 18 at 8PM in Wait Chapel 

Anonymo us 4. With unearthly vocal blend and ingeniously designed programs, this 
internationally renowned quartet draws listeners into the timeless world of the me-
dieval spirit. "When we die and go to heaven, it will sound just like the music from 
the reigning queens of chant and polyphony." -Chicago Sun Times. The ladies of 
Anonymous 4 will sing a program entitled "1000: Mass for the End of Tune. "Thurs-
day, March 30 at 8PM in Brendle Hall. 

Wake Forest University expresses its deep appreciation to Mrs. Marion Secrest and her 
husband, the late Dr. Willis Secrest, for generously endowing the Secrest Artists Series. 

The Secrest Artists Series expresses its appreciation to Ms. Patricia Dixon, 
a member of the music faculty, for her pre -concert talk. 

Ushers are members of Alpha Phi Omega, a national service fraternity. 

The use of recording devices is not allowed. 

Tickets for all Secrest Artists events are available without charge to all 
Wake Forest students, faculty and staff. When available, they are sold, individually and by 

subscription, to the public. To purchase tickets for Mandinka Epic and/or Anonymous 4, 
call the Theatre Box Office at 336-758-5295. 

MasterCard and Visa accepted. 

WAKEFORESf 




