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Church will celebrate its
lmrthirnniversary Sunday,
the congregation will reenact the old brush arbor
\ service held in 1882.
Clothing of this period will
1
be worn by members and
1 the worship service will be ·
. outdoors.
\ The Rev. Robert
\Hensley, Director of Mis' sions for Robeson Baptist .
1 Association, will be leading
lthe morning service follow'.ed by a covered-dish lun\cheon.
A service of dedication
JWill be held after the meal
and the church history will
be read.
Sunday School will begin
at 9:45 a.m. and morning
worship is at 11. The pastor
is the Rev. Darrell Flcyd.]
The public is invited. 11 __I
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FAMILY EMPHASIS
Ten Mile Baptist Church
on BT Road will have a
Christian Family Emphasis on Oct. 23-24 led by
the Rev. Tom O'Neal from
the Baptist Counseling
Center in Charlotte.
There will be a Saturday
nightsessionat7:30p.m., a
Sunday morning session at
11 a.m. and a session Sunday night at 7. Topics will
include "Was-ls My Family Normal;"
"Roots
Revisited;" and "Feelings
In Our Family."
A native of Darlington,
S.C., Rev. O'Neal, has
served as Director of
Pastoral Care and Counseling for Louisville Baptist
Hospitals and professor at
the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He
was educated at Furman
University, Southern Baptist Seminary and Wake
Forest University. His
duties include marriage
and family counseling as
well as designing and
leading educational opportunities for lay people
nd for ministers.
The public is invited to
ttend. The pastor is the
ev. H. Michael Johnson.
11
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Recalls Memories 0£·1943 Blaze

t. Pauls Church Hit By Fire
By HARVEYBURGESS
Robesonian Staff Writer
_
, ;.
ST. PAULS - The last fire at Cedar Grove Baptist Church occurred on Christmas Day, 1943.
Thursday night, however, memories of that 1943
blaze were rekindled in the pitch-black darkness as
Cedar Grove Baptist once again suffered a loss by·
flames.·
The 1943 frame structure was leveled in a blaze
that still brings nightmarish memories to older
members of the rural St. Pauls church.
But it was a determined congregation that built a
new cinder-block building in which to worship,
eventually adu'ng an activity wing to the Rural ·
Paved Road 1758 site and, about 12 years ago, the
funds came to remodel the building and· provide a
CountyF!re
brick veneer.
Thursday night, Big Marsh volunteer firemen
Investigators
were summoned from their St. Pauls headquarters
shortly before 11 when a woman identified as Betty · Check Church
Investigators are examinMcNeill calledthe St. Pauls dispatcher and informing
the charred interior of
ed her that the church was on fire.
t'ie
activity
wing at Cedar
Big Marsh units arrived on the scene, along with
Grove
Baptist
Church in St.
backup trucks and personnel from the Saddletree
-Pauls today, seeking clues
Volunteer Fire Department, to witness flames lickto the fire that last night
ing from the roof of the activity wing and smoke
, resulted in heavy damage
belching out through cracks, windows and the tall'
to the building, Volunteer
sanctuary steeple.
firemen from Big Marsh
In less than 15 minutes, the flames were controlland Saddletree departed, but smoke continued to pour from the structure
ments were met Thursday
as firemen darted around the building looking for
night by smoke pouring
·'from the steeple (shown)
smoldering woodwork.
and other parts of the
Neighbors and church members began to gather
church. The blaze may
in the sand and gravel front yard of the building,
have been set, though no of·
, watching silently as the firefighters scrambled
ficial
cause of the incident
with hoses and exhaust. fans in the darkness, movhas been determined pening ladders to various locations around the strucding today's probe.
ture and running with air packs in and out the front
and side doors.
·
' kept specDeputies Ben Smith and Willie Watson
tators away from the hustling firemen, later
assisted by Randal Patterson and Sgt. Willis
Walters.
After the initial smoke had been cleared, Detective Tom Espey began sifting through the charred
rubble to sort out what had happened.
There were rumors already that the fire.had been
intentionally set, but an older member of the Cedar
Grove congregation was telling Espey that some
wiring problems had been experienced in the kit\

- .

See FIRE, Page 2A

(I?

(Harvey Burgess Photo)

~i:r~~-----------------------------------------C-on_tm--ued

chen
area of the activity wing.
"It will probably be some
time late (Friday) before we
can really tell where and how
it started," Espey said later.
The pastor of the 275-

member church, the Rev.
James Ray, was summoned
to the site, and when the
corridors were clear' of
smoke, members began
· hauling
out cases
of.
equipment and other items
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from the building, placing the
boxes and containers in car
trunks.
"We've got a lot of 'things
we have to look out for," one
of the members.sald,
As the salvage operation
continued, a church deacon
was telling Espey that,
earlier Thursday, the choir
had - practiced in the
sanctuary.
A cleanup man also stated
that he had gone through the
building, checked everything,
and left earlier in the day
"not seeing any sign of smoke
or anything."
The blaze was the fourth
structural fire in the St. Pauls
area in the past two weeks.
One abandoned house a short
distance from the church was
leveled only a few days ago,
and arson ~as suspected.
But the real cause of the
Cedar Grove fire lies waiting
in the blackened beams of the
. activity wing, probably
beneath the water-dampened
cinders where part of the roof
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caved in.
And the active membership
of Cedar Grove will be trying
to decide what to do . for a
place to sing and pray, listen
to Rev. Ray's sermons, and.
rejoice once again under the
roof of their twice-plagued
church.
"It's the Lord's will, and we
will fjnd a way," said one
elderly woman, who had ·
watched through tears as the ·
firemen worked to save her
church's hard-earned legacy.
"We did it before, we can do it
again."
The valiant efforts of the
Big Marsh and Saddletree
volunteers averted what
could have been a more
disastrous
end.
Quick
response saved the basic
structure of the church and
prevented
flames
from
leaping to the sanctuary.
The overhaul will still be a
major task but, as one
spectator commented, "it's
not nearly as bad as it could
have been."

Robesonian,

Lumberton,

N.C., Friday, September 27, 1974
through Friday, October 4. The
evening services will be at 7 :30.
The Rev. Farrell Shimpock,
pastor of Pilot View Baptist
Church, High Point, will bring
the message at each service.
Lunch will be served in
Fellowship Building following
the morning service on Sunday,
September 29.
The Rev. James B. Pressley,
pastor, and the members of
Cedar Grove Baptist Church
extend to all an invitation to
attend these services.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church,
7th Street Road, will begin a
series of revival services on
Sunday, September 29, at 11 a.m,
and continue each evening·
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New Pastor Is
Serving Cedar
Grove Church

A new pastor, the Rev.
Darrell Floyd, has assumed
duties at qedar Gro~ Baptist
Church, 7th Street Road.
Rev. Floyd came from the
Fellowship Baptist Church in
Dillon, where he was pastor
for seven years. Since
entering the ministry about 10
years ago, he has also served
churches in Mullins and
Centenary, S.C. and Rocky
Mount.
A graduate of Mars Hill
College, Rev. Floyd has
attended
Southeastern
Seminary in Wake Forest and
New Orleans Seminary.
A native of Marion, S.C.,
Rev. Floyd is married to a
nurse, Becky, and they have
two children: Darren, age 10,
and Brian, 7.
"I'm excited about coming
to Cedar Grove," said Rev.
Floyd. "I'd like to invite the
public to come worship with
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Cow shelter
was first
church site
MALISSA TALBERT
Staff writer
The members of the first Cedar
Grove Baptist Church began
meeting in a cow shelter on the
Duncan Campbell property in Cedar
Grove Community.
In 1874, the church was officially
organized, according to church historian, Helen McDonald. The church
was housed in a wooden building,
but no records show when it was
constructed. The founding members
were a group of both blacks and
whites from the Cedar Grove, Great
Marsh and Saddletree communities.
They were: Elias Davis, the Rev.
J.M. Council, Jim Fisher, the Rev.
Lewis Humphrey, the Rev. Willis
Johnson, Brother Archie Odom and
Brother Duncan Biggs, Ms.
McDonald said.
The church bought its first track
of land in 1876 from R.B. Mc Gregory
and in 1878 the first Sunday School
was established with W .H. McNeill
· -as the first superintendeftt.,. . -The first
pastor was the Rev. Alex Moore,
.according to Ms. McDonald.
Some of the church's growth can
be attributed to several community
leaders,
according to Ms.
McDonald. They are: Sam Brown,
Blount Currie, W.C. Crawford, Jack
Carlyle, Haywood McNeill, Alfred
Carlyle, Ismash Crawford, Dave
Crawford, Alex Biggs, Sr., and
Enouch Lewis.
In October of 1896, a permanent
church structure was built but was
destroyed by fire on Dec. 25, 1943.
Services
were held in a
schoolhouse for 90 days until a second church of cinderblock was
built. This church, under the direction of the Rev. C.F. Worley, was
larger and more modern.
From 1961 to 1965, the Rev. J.R.
Simpson was pastor and under his
direction, a dining room and kitchen
was added, according to Ms.
McDonald.
While the Rev. John D. Herring
was pastor from 1965- 1971, the
church was bricked over and Sunday School rooms and a pastor's
study was added on. Also, a choir
loft was constructed and a youth
church program was organized.
The present pastor, the Rev.
James A. Raye, has served at Cedar
Grove llilc'e 1972. While Raye has
been pastor, the church has installed
paneling and central heat and air
conditioning.
Currently the church has more
than 200 memhers enrolled, Ms .
. McDonald said.
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