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come through this church," 
Maybin said. 
The first church was built at 

Meetinghouse Branch, about a 
mile up the road from the pres 
ent location. Before 1847, resi 
dents of the community had to 
travel to Green River Baptist 
Church or Blue Ridge Baptist . 
Church for worship services. 
They decided they needed a 
house of worship closer to 
where they lived, so Cedar 
Springs Baptist Church was 
established. 
Albert Capps donated the 

land for the present church 
building and ground was bro 
ken in October 1966. The con 
gregation moved into the pres 
ent facility in 1967. 
The independent Baptist 

church sees an attendance of 
about 100 for Sunday School 
most of the time. That number 
grows to about 140 for worship 
service. The church fills to 
capacity for homecoming and 
the special Christmas pageant 
each year. 
The Rev. Bill Tinsley has pas 

tored the church for the past 20 
years. Before serving at Cedar 
Springs, Tinsley led congrega 
tions at Mt. Olivet, Locust 
Grove and Mountain Page 
churches. 
The church has nine Sunday 

School classes serving all ages 
from nursery to senior adult 
"It's pretty well broke down by 
ages," Maybin said. "We have a 
place for everybody." 
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Theron Maybin, left, and Garland Mullinax sit in the Cedar Springs Baptist Church off Green River 
Road. The church will hold its annual homecoming Sunday afternoon. 

Homecoming 
Cedar Springs Baptist Church celebrates 155 years 

BY DENISE DEMAio 
Time-News Staff Writer 

I t always happens the first Sunday in July. People 
from all over meet at 
Cedar Springs Baptist 
Church to worship, fel 

lowship and enjoy some of the 
finest home-cooking to be found 
in these parts. 
The annual homecoming will 

be held at the brick church on 
Green River Road where Bob's 
Creek Road intersects begin 
ning with Sunday School at 10 
a.m., worship service at 11 a.m. 
and dinner at the picnic tables 
under the trees by the creek 
soon after the service is over. 
This year, the Rev. Paul 
Chandler will be guest preacher 
and the Henderson County 
Singing Convention will join the 
congregation for an afternoon 
of shape-note singing beginning 
at2 p.m. 

"I don't know when we start 
ed having homecoming," said 
Theron Maybin, vice-chairman 

. of the church's board of dea- 
cons. The special Sunday has 
happened as long as he can 
remember and he's been going 
to the church his whole life. In 
fact, his great-great grandfather, 
Aaron Capps, started attending 
the church when it was founded 
Feb. 13, 1847. His three-times 
great uncle, George Maybin, 
was the first church clerk in 
1847. 
"We've had seven or eight 

generations of the same families 

'This is a good community 
church," said Garland Mullinax, 
chairman of the board of dea 
cons. "We try to make folks feel 
welcome. It's a good place to get 
to know the community." 
Mullinax is also song leader 

for the congregation. Hymn 
books feature shape-note 
music, a style of music devel 
oped in the 1800s in which 
notes are represented by cer 
tain shapes. Each year, mem- 

hers of the congregation travel 
to Kingsport, Tenn., for the 
annual shape-note singing 
school. 'Talk about some good 
singing," Mullinax said. "You 
can just feel the glory come 
down." 
The public is invited to "feel 

the glory come down" during 
homecoming Sunday. "Bring a 
covered dish and join us under 
the trees," Maybin said. "I'm in 
charge of the lemonade." 
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