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Centerview Burns Fellowship Hall Note
Centerview Baptist Church celebrated a
great day on November 20. After the
morning worship hour and a fellowship
hmcbeon, the congregation witnessed the
burning of the bank note for the
Qpwship ball. Pastor David Ayers and

Walter Woodson of Wingate, a former
pastor of the church, officiated in the note
burning ceremony. Pictured is Rev. Ayera,
Woodsonand, trustee Charles Clontz, Le"
Brooks, [honorary trustee), BillBaney and
Roy Pope.
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Centerview pastor
to depart Sept. 15
on Brazilian mission
The Rev. Joe Stroud, pastor of
Centerview Baptist Church, Rt. 4,
Marshville, is one of 20 North
Carolina Baptists who will serve
as a volunteer missionary in Sao
Paulo, Brazil beginningSept. 15.
The group will serve for 12
days on a mission endeavor with
churches in partnership with
North Carolina and Brazilian
Baptists.
During the next four years, the
North Carolina Baptist State
Convention plans to send 3,000
N.C. Baptists to serve as volunteer
missionaries in Brazil. The effort
is being directed through the
Foreign Mission Board of the
SouthernBaptist Convention.
Stroud will represent Centerview Baptist Church and the
Union Baptist Association on the
mission to Brazil. The Union
Association is working in
partnership with associations in
Rowan and Stanly counties. The
Rev. Clarence Vassar, director of
missions with the Union Baptist
Association, is coordinating the
effort by contacting missionaries

Rev. Joe Stroud
in Brazil and organizing mission
projects for the teams.
In May 1989, Vassar plans to
send 16 volunteers - local
pastors and laypersons - to work
with missioncauses in Brazil.
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,Centerview pastor Joe Stroud says
language no barrier to mission work
By DANNY WRIGHT
Staff Writer

When the Rev. Joe Stroud left
Marshville for Brazil, he didn't
know much Portugese. But he
knew his message was international and could overcome language barriers.
Stroud, pastor of Centerview
Baptist Church in the Allen's
Crossroads community, spent
Sept. 15-26 preaching and sharing
the gospel with people in the cities
of Capivari and Nova Odesa in the
state of Sao Paulo, Brazil. The
mission trip was sponsored by the
North Carolina Baptist State
Convention in conjunction with
Brazilian Baptists.
Stroud was one of 20 from
Baptist Associations in Union,
Stanly and Rowan counties to
make· the trip. The group worked
closely with the Centroleste Baptist Association of Sao Paulo.
During the next four years, the
N.C. Baptist State Convention
plans to send 3,000 volunteer
missionaries to Brazil. '.!,'he effort
is being directed by the Foreign
Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention.
"The people there were some
of the friendliest people I've ever
met," Stroud said. "They treat you
like you've known them all of your
life. It was like they were standing
there with open arms ready to
receive us. There is a real hunger
for the gospel there."
Much of Stroud's trip included
long days visiting in homes,
schools and hospitals in Capavari.
He worked closely with the pastor
and translators from the First
Baptist Church of Nova Odesa,
which has established a mission
church in Capavari.
"We visited many homes. Some
were about the size of a small
office and some were huge
mansions," he said. "We tried to
reach all areas of their society."
Along with mission work,
Stroud also played the role of
ambassdor for the Town of
Marshville, Union County and
North Carolina. He took letters
written by Marshville Mayor
Bobby Griffin, Max Melton,
chairman of the Union County
Board Commissioners and Gov.
Jim Martin to governing officials
in Nova Odesa and Capavari.

Centerview Baptist Church pastor Joe Stroud his 12-day mission trip to Brazil. "There is a real
with some of the mementoes be collected during hunger for the gospel there," Stroud said.
"We went to their offices and
the town hall and presented thern
the letters," said Stroud. "It was
kind of a public relations thing
between American people and the
people of Sao Paulo. They really
thought something of those letters. They were very proud of
them and some were talking about
having their letters framed."
Stroud said there was also
some political motivation behind
the letters. Religious groups have
to have permission from city
officials before they can build new
churches. The letters, he
explained, were a way of prornot.
ing good will between Baptist
churches and governing officials.
Sao Paulo is located in the
southern part of Brazil and has a
population of about 18 rniUion.
Although living conditions there
are improving, Stroud said in

many ways the area still has a
third world status.
"There are no suburbs in Sao
Paulo," Stroud said. "The cities
are just bound up together. As
soon as you get out of the city, all
you see is farm ~and."
,
Agriculture is Sao Paulos largest industry, and sugar plant.ations are everywhere, Stroud said.
"When you get out in the country
all you see are acres and acres of
sugar cane," he said. . .
.
September is sprmgti!11e in
Brazil and Stroud said the
weather there was warm and
comfortable with temperatures in
the low 90s most of the time.
During the entire time the
group was in Sao Paulo, Stroud
said they were never left alone.
"We always had the pastor of the
local church and translaor along
wherever we went," he said.
/--

"Everything was so planned, all
the visits were set up ahead of
time. If we got behind schedule
they would go ahead of us and
gather people from several homes
together in one place so we could
catch up."
Only about 5 percent of Sao
Paulo's population is Christian
Stroud said. ~any of the peopl~
there wors~i~idols and spirits and
so~e reh~i?ns still practice
animal ~acrihce. But, he said, no
one. m his group was harassed and
their work was not disrupted by
non-Christian groups. "I think we
were shi.elded from much of the
persecutions of other religious
groups," he said.
"It was really stressed to us to
do what we ~ere.told. We just had
to put our hves m their hands. It

,_SeeStfOud,
- pa~ . . . . i /

Stroud
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was hard at first but then I
realized I had to relax on this and
put my trust in them."
Only once in 10 days, Stroud
said, did he feel he had total
freedom from the watchful eye of
the group. "A came up to me and
wanted me to ride his bicycle. He
was proud of that bicycle. While I
was riding up the street, the
feeling came across me that this
was really the first time that I
have really had any freedom since
I've been here."
Stroud said it was sometimes
difficult not to compare things
Americans take for granted to the
lifestyle in Sao Paulo. "We have so
much compared to what I saw
there ... but they are very proud
of the things they do have and the
accomplishments they've made,"
Stroud said.
"I was a little disturbed by the
image the people of Sao Paulo
have of Americans. All they know
about us is what they see on
television. They don't have movie
production facilities there so they
watch a lot of American- made
films. They have this image that
all American re Ii
That was very upsetting."
The group, Stroud said, moved
about with caution. "Over there,
you have to keep everything under
lock and key," he said.
"You had to be very careful
what you ate and drank. We could
only drink bottled water and you
couldn't eat anything that was not
cooked or boiled because of the
virus. If you got sick, you lost two
or three days work. Fortunately
we didn't have anybody to get
sick."
Stroud said there have been
Southern Baptist in Sao Paulo
since the Civil War. In fact, it was
the war that forced some Americans south. "There was a group of
Confederate supporters who
didn't want to live under Union
rule so they moved south," he said.
"It was a Confederate general by
the name of A.T. Hawthorne who
first appealed to the Foreign
Mission
B o a rd to s e nd
missionaries down there.
"You could tell that there were
American southerners down there

_

by looking at the gravestones.
They had names like Lee and
Stegall on them."
Seeing the dedication of fulltime missionaries in Sao Paul
touched him most, Stroud said. "I
was torn to pieces when I saw how
committed the translators and
missionaries were to spreding the
gospel," he said. "They were
willing to stay and accept the
conditions and work under them.
That really got into my gut."
Stroud said he also learned a
lot about himself. "It helped me to
understand my calling on a much
broader perspective," he said. "It
has helped to look at myself as a
Christian and has helped to be
more challenged. It has also
shown me how much God has
blessed me in my home and my
country."
Stroud said he intends to go on
another mission trip when the
opportunity arises, but next time
wants to take his wife Sissy along
to share the expereince. "There is
just so much that goes on inside of
you that you want to share it with
someone ve clos
o ·
yoUl"
e~e sai .
"A lot of people ask, 'Why go
when there's so much to do here?'
This trip was as much for us as it
was for them. We gained a lot
from this trip that we could bring
home to our own churches.
"Some people think if they go
on a trip like this they will have to
preach, but it's not like that. All
you have to do is spend a few
minutes telling about God.
"Ideally, you would like to see
four or five people from your
church, along with the preacher,
go.
"When I visited these places
and explained that I was sent by
my home church and told them
that I was an ambassador for
Christ, that meant a lot to them."
Another missions trip to Brazil
is planned for May 1989 for 16
volunteers - laypersons and
ministers - to work with misson
causes in Brazil. The Rev.
Clarence Vasser, director of
missions with the Union Baptist
Association, is coordinating the
trip.

