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Volunteers, friends cook up more than just fried chicken 
By Milburn Gibbs There is a particularly spontaneous outburst which Chatham County seems to have adopted it as its own child - the benefit. 

Very successful, high-dollar benefits have become the norm recently, specifically ones held for Gary Pyrtle, Joe Elmore and one last weekend for Bobby Jean At-kins in Goldston. 

There is a hard-core cadre of gen-erous barbeque cooks, who always come around and take over one of the hardest jobs. The Goldston benefit was no exception, as many of them were elbow-deep in secret seasoning and chicken tenders. "We've got over 1200 pounds of chicken to cook," Rabbit Fields said. 
Rabbit has only been cooking a few decades, but he seems to be 

getting the hang of it. 
Of course, it takes scores of folks to do all the work which needs to be done. Linda Fields was an organizer and obviously had done this sort of thing before. Most of a hundred volunteers cooked beans or filled plates for delivery to businesses in the area, who pre-ordered over a thousand lunches. "We couldn't begin to do this without all the volunteers getting 

involved," Linda said. "The com-munity is really supporting it." Linda touched the essential nerve - community. 
The Fields, and many others like them, don't let their contribution stop with just cooking at benefits. "We cut wood and repair houses for elderly folks," Robert said. "We had 36 people on a roof two weeks ago. -

(See "Volunteers", Page 16-B) 

Jeff Davis photos An assembly line of love ... All kinds of volunteer help comes together when communities sponsor benefit meals. It takes chicken cookers - and supervisors - such as Harold ("Boots") Atkins, Jim Dowd, and Spurgeon Moore at left; green bean cookers, including Archie Spivey (above); and a host of plate preparers (bottom). 
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Volunteers (Continued from Page B-1) ---------------------'---
"Just announce it in church and 

everyone comes runnin'." 
Jerry and W.C. Campbell are 

drawn to benefits like bees to 
honey. 

W.C. is right when he says, "We 
can't do it without everybody else's 
help." 

Lee Phillips is always ready to 
loan a refrigerated trailer to keep 
the meat cold. Dry Dock donated 
the cole slaw, which is a staple of 
such benefits. 

Gulf's B?ots Atkins was running 
around trymg to do anything that 
needed to be done. It was his wife 
- Bobby Jean - for whom the 
benefit was held. 

"Boots helps us everywhere we 
go," Linda said. 

What goes around, comes around. 
Why do these dozens of dedi-

cated volunteers take so much time 
away from their family to help 
others? 

"Just for the love of people," 
Linda said. 

"People really believe in helping 
people," R.G. Beal of the Goldston 
Fire Department said. "There's 
people here I don't even know. It's 
a good feeling to see folks going 
for the same thing. 

"Everybody pitches in." 
R.G. !m~w of whence he spoke as 

the building used for the benefit 
was the fire station. The trucks 
were pulled outside and tables were 
set up for hundreds who would 
come to eat and celebrate the to-
getherness a Chatham community 
knows how to create so effectively. 

"We come together when there's 
a need and because we care," the 
Rev. Wayne Rigney, pastor of 
Betha!!)' BaQ_ti~Uhurc of Gulf 

· said . · 
Bethany made a major contribu-

tion to Bobby Jean's benefit. Her 
Sunday School class donated a new 
TV to be one of the items in draw-
ings. · 

Bobby Jean's siblings and I.heir 
families came from near and far to 
help. Everyone was busy as 
Bethany bees in various capacities. 
Sisters Naomi and A.J. Perry, Edna 
and Hubert Durham and Ann 
W<:m~ack, along with brother Bucky 
Ph1lhps had become essential cogs 
in the wheels of the Chatham com-
munity. 

Goldston Baptist sion upon anyone lucky enough to 
o~ganist-Earl Brooks wai have purchased a piece. . 
gmg in a pot of food to · Volunteers worked qmckly and 
part of the benefit mix. without regard for themsel~es. ,, 

Bruce and Lisa Denkirn "We will stay as Ion& a_s 1t take~, 
and Jane Kimball s

1 

plate-filler Camilla Gilliland sai~. 
delivery persons for 1 "We're strong. We'll be here till 
meals. Sheriff Don Whitt clean-up time." 
weight as a box shipper a Volunteer grillman Rex Jessup 
Countless others anonym, was charcoaling a few tenders, 
formed untold acts oj presumably for. those one or ~o 
generosity. people who did not ap1:rec1_ate 

It was a time which call "secr~t seasoning" on their fned 
"We bought the chick1 chicken. . . 

and green beans," Bob The <;,oldston benef1~ was J~St the 
brother-in-law, Wayn latest m a never-endmg senes of 
said. "Most of the good deeds done by good people 
donated." for good neighbors who are down 

Many who volunteered on their luck at the moment. 
recipients of Chatham c Next week, the Chatham c?m-
good deeds themselves munity moves to Carbonton United 

"Folks helped me ou·t a Methodist Church for a July 19 
my husband died," Ruby benefit [or Celia _Herron. . 
Bear Creek said. "I had a "That s what 1s wrong _with the 
and they helped me with t , world," Corky Jourdan said _as she 

"I am trying to pay a liU cut pound c~e for the dinners. 
those who helped me." "People don t help each other 

Frank Oldham knew h< enough. 
ful he was. "We try to. And we are so thank-

"Folks don't know ho~ ful to all those who help~ us, for 
to be when they don't ne the donations and everyt~mg eve"!Y· 
these benefits," he said. one has done to make th1 benefit a 

Nancy Dunn made am success." . 
uted $80 worth of fudt Even the younger generauon has 
cause. She made a swe<- joined the community. Andrea Hart 

and Autumn and Ashley Keif~r ?f 
Gulf, heard about the b~neflt in 
church and decided on their own to 
do their part. They made. and sold 
key chains from a_ roadside stand 
and raised $30, which was present-
ed to Bobby J'!an in church Sun-
day. . 

The same faces at the same Jobs 
for the same reasons. Only the 
places and those for whom the 
cookers cook changes. 

The Howard Gillilands and Ar-
chie Spiveys and the Charlie Gil-
christs and the Colon Browns and 
their iilc - the cookers of Chatham 
community - have cookers and 
will travel. 

The good feeling one takes ~way 
from a benefit is worth many umes 
the modest price of a meal. A meal 
filled with love and caring and the 
pride of a community cooker, w~o 
is himself "cooking" inside with 
joy. 



Bethany - 1868 Chatham SANDY CREEK 

1868 - Const. March 15 as McLeods Creek . 

• 



CHAS. C. ROUTH, r, .. m,NT 

MISS DAVIE HOUSTON, v,c,-P .. SIDENT 

PEOPLES BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
CAPITAL STOCK $25,000.00 

D. E. MURCHISON, CASHIER 
MARTHA WEBSTER, A..-r. CA>n1u 

BoNLEE, NoRTH CAROLINA Gt lf, T. C,, Oct. 7, 1930. 

The following · inisters h ve served as Pastors of Fethan Church; 
D. C. urch.i.s on frori date of org£-niz,4 tion tc 187 5 t which time his he al th 
failed and v;as forced to give up the work. Rev. o. Churchill fo:lowed him 

and served un~il Dec,, 1881. 
Rev. ! • ':'. Lev:ellyn, from JB-n., 1882 to June, 1882. 
Rev. D,, • Aus tin, 11 July, 1882 1 June, 1883. 
Rev. ;1,, L. Splam, July, 1883 '' Augustl884. These three rnre 
students .t /ak8 worest College ,hile they served the Church as Pastors. 

Rev,, R. R. oore, from, Sept., 1884 To Dec., 1885. 
Rev •.• F. 1:/ats on, " Jan., 1886 Jan., 1887. 
Rev. ,. G. ing, " !,arc., 1887 '' Dec., 1891. 
Rev. L. R. Dixon, u J n., 1~92 11 Dec., 139'7. 
Rev._. C. Horner, ~pr., 1898 ·· Jan., 1902. 
Rev. M'. ·1oodrough, 11 Ju__r1e, 1902 ' Oct., 1902. 
REW. O. T. Edv,ards, 11 Jan., 1903 "Aug., 1906. 
Rev. ?J .D. ·ewton, 11 Jan., 1907 '1 June, 1908. 
Rev •• R. Edwards,·• Oct., 1908 '' .t\Ug., 19mO . 
Rev. B. To"msend, 11 Jan., 1911 ' Dec., 1911. 
R v. T. s. Guy, 11 1erch,1912 11 Oct., 1912. 
Re:w .;xg;-r • ~.s.~.t ~xx xxxxx Ki:~. 
Rev. r orner , " Feb., 1913 " oc t. , 1916. 
Rev. c. ustin, 11 July, 1917 ·· Oct., 1917. 
Rev. J. L. Po ·.:ers, I arch,1918 " 
Rev. F. • 1 n11 ms1 ' Feb., 1~21 " ug ., 1922. 
Re • J. H. room, 11 June, 1923 n Sept.,1925. 
Rev. E. ! • Fyerly, arch, 19~J6 " the present time. 

It is with greatful hearts, as ·;e dra;· near the close of the year 
1930, that some of the leaders in our Church to-day are decendents of 

our charter members, viz: Deacon LA. Beal, is a Grand son of T . c. 
Real, our first Church Clerkand Deecon D. ~. l'urchison is a Gradd son of 
D. C. ·urc_ ison its first P !:;tor. It a also e stPted that Deacon E. D. 

all of anford Baptist Church is a son of E. D. t:all, Sr. one of our 

first deacons. 

Our presen~ house of ·1orship is a one room building constructed of 
pine lumber and church membership is 125. le h ve good unday School 

'Tith an average cttendence of about forty . 

T~is history of Bethany Baptist Church was written by ~s. Nannie Murchi -

son errell, daughter of the late D. C. l~urchison, first Pastor of· the 

above named Church. 



CHAS. C. ROUTH. PuSID!NT 
MISS DA VIE HOUSTON, V ,c,, PusiornT 

D. E. MURCHJSON, CASHl!R 
MARTHA WEBSTER, AsST. C,-,mu 

PEOPLES BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
CAPITAL STOCK $25,&Jo.oo 

BoNLEE, NoRTH CAROLINA Gulf, N. C • Oct., 7, 1930. 

-------------rISTORV OF R.b;'I'BANY 3APTr'T CHURCH, GULF, J -~ .. --------------

T:te "9r:.ptist Church of Christ at l\.cLeod 1 s Creek was organized by evs. 
A.~. ~ilbert and D. C. urchison, erch, 14, 1868. 

---------------------Ch_rter 
--------- ales------ - -
D. C. • urchis on, 
E. D. all, 
L. Andre 'IS , 

• T. Cog~ing, 
George O og ,ins, 
T. C. Beal , 

I9~bers-- ------ -------------
---------Females-------------
Lyd a ,..ur chis on, 
Fr?.nces N:..11, 
Chairity Andrews, 
Eudora 1 urchis on, 
Eliza ,lilkie, 
Elizabeth Co;::frins. 

Rev. D. C. urchison was elected P"'stor; E. D. N 11 ~:ind L. ndrern, De cons 
and T. C. ,eal, Church Clerk. 
In Dece'Dber, 1868 a corr1mittee Has appoir1ted to select a site for Church 
buiJdin,g. The comrrittee reported on t; o places, one on plank road ne r 
T. Di:n rity 1 s and the other at Gulf. . fter tl 1 e vote was taken it ias found 
that the site at C1,Jlf had been chosen and D . C. iurchison was appointed 
Treas. to receive funds for Church building . L'1 ept. 1869 after the churc} 
was moved to Gulf the name was changed from"! cLeods Creek" to 11Bethany". 
ThP ne·; name "Beth·ny" was given by ·rs. D .. C . rurchison. 

In Oct •. 1871 the sso0iation roet 7ith this Church, aturday before the 
3rn.. Sundqy in August. 

In tne year 1884 a letter was received from Lountain Grove Church request-
ing the ordination of C . I. Tl..urchison.. Prother urchison was ords:ined, 

in··ster, tbe first Sunday in October 1884. 

The Sandy Creek ssociation met with tr,is Church the second time in 
Sept .. , 18~1. 

On Fe •• 25th •• 1900 Rethany Baptist Church building ms burned. The Churc 
met in called conference 8 rch, 2nd., and decided to rebuild on present 
site and to do so s early as possible. L. R. Dixon, • P. ·oore, E. D .. 
IT all, Sr., G. E. Oldham and l . A . Glass were appointed on Building Co -
mi ttee. 

Duri:ig the time we vere •:ithout a house of worship, our Presbyte -
rian Bre heren very kindly gave us the use of their Church or the pt rpose 
of holding our meetings. 

ThP- new ho se of worship was dedicated the fift 1 unday in Jm1e, 1901. 

In ,. rch 1918 the Church was asked to consider the idea of moving to 
Goldston but the Church respectfull. declined to do so. 



Good Momtng! You probably already have the infonnation contained in 
the following article, but just in case you don't ................. . 

On Sunday, March 15, 1868, the Baptist Church of Christ at Mcleods 
Creek met for the first worship service. During this service, E. D. 
Natl and Lindsey Andrews were ordained as deacons by Elders AT. 
Gilbert and D. C. Murchison. D. C. Murchison served as the first pastor 
of the church as well as being instrumental in its organization. It is 
believed that he was a miller by trade, an occupation which he probably 
continued to pursue while serving as pastor. 

The Mcleods Creek schoolhouse became the temporary meeting house for 
the new church. This was a frame building located on land then 
belonging to Lawrence Dowd, later inherited by the Jenkins family. The 
property is located between the present communities of Gulf and 
Goldston. There are reports of an earlier log church at a nearby 
location. This building was burned prior to the Civil War. While there 
is some indication that this may have been a Baptist Church, the early 
records of the Baptist Church at Mcleods Creek show no signs of 
continuity with this earlier church. A cemetery is located at the site 
of the older log church. 

In December of 1868, a committee was appointed for the purpose of 
locating a site for a new church building. This committee was made up 
of E. D. Nall, Lindsey Andrews, T. C. Beal, J. J. Burke, and S. T. 
<;:oggins. At the next business meeting m January of 1869, the committee 
presented its report. Two locations were offered for the consideration 
of the church body. Both were along the Plank Road, one of the 
properties of T. Daughrity and the other being located at "The Gulf". 
E. D. Nall, J. J. Burke, T. C. Beal, and D. C. Murchison were appointed 
to work on the plans for the new building. Apparently, the building was 
completed and the move accomplished by September of 1869 when the name 

of the church was changed to Bethany Baptist Church. 

From the beginning, the new church involved itself in the activities 
of the Sandy Creek Association. Delegates were sent to the 1868 
associational meeting held at Cool Springs Church. In 1870, D. C. 
Murchison preached at the annual meeting, and in 1871, the 113th session 
of the Sandy Creek Association met at Bethany. 

--Church HistOf)' compiled by Linda M. Lewis and published in 
"Bethany 

Newsletter", Volume XIV, Number 10, October, 1999 I 
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Clean ·getawa 
IJ ( 

Well, not quite 
By JERRY LANKFORD 
Herald Staff Writer 

• .. 

GULF - Paul and Jane Willett-Cromer ahnost made an "clean" 
getaway after their wedding. 

The couple exchanged vows, rings and kisses, enjoyed a reception 
of barbecued chicken, potato salad, green beans - the works and -
or course - wedding cake for dessert at Bethany Baptist Church at 
Gulf. . 

Leaving the church to begin their honeymoon, as detailed in the 
Bethany Newsletter: "An unusual thing happened to make this a 
memorable occasion." 

The wrong car was decorated in the traditional wedding day way. 
Robert Willett Jr., the bride's son, chuckled as he told what hap-

pened. 
"I was inside the church at the reception when they did it." When 

he came outside, he and others were surprised by the decoration -
albeit mistaken. 

The victim-car is owned by Mollie Sims Poindexter - his mother's 
sister. Both cars - his mother's and his aunt's - are maroon, but 
Willett said one is a Buick and the other is a Mercury. "I can see how 
they kind of resemble," he said. 

The crowd got a good laugh out of the blunder. 
The decorations includea bird seed, toilet tissue, balloons and 

"Just Married" scrawled across it in shaving cream. Willett says 
the job wasn't overdone, "just enough that you could tell that it was 
the getaway-car." 

The bride said she knew something was up on her wedding day 
when friends and family members kept asking, "Which car are you 
taking on your honeymoon?" 

"I just told them that we hadn't decided," Willett-Cromer said. "!; 



Oops ' 0 FROM PAGE 1A 

kind of knew what they were planning to do." 
Poindexter drove her to the church, she said, and someone appar-

ently saw her get out of her sister's car. "It was very comical when 
her car was decorated and ours was not," Willett-Cromer said. 

. But, just as the newlyweds thought they were going to make a 
clean break for their honeymoon destination of Gatlinburg and Pi-
geon Forge, Tenn., they were proved wrong. 

"When they found out they had done the wrong car, they turned 
around and did the right one," Willett-Cromer said. 

The couple arrived back in Chatham County Monday. "We had a 
wonderful time," Willett-Cromer said. But the case of mistaken auto 
identity stayed with them throughout their trip. "We had a lot o 
laughs driving out there about the whole thing." 



Central Carolina Women 
She's leader 1n church and 

By ALEXSANDRA LE'IT 
Herald Life-Style Editor 

GULF - Faye Moore was recently 
ordained as llie first woman deacon at 
Bethany Baptis~-Cht:!rth and has been 
achve in the church for the past 40 years. 
. She has taught Sunday School all 
during this time and has been a teacher 
of the young adults class for more than 30 
years. She is serving as treasurer of the 
church. 

She belongs to the Woman's 
Missionary Union (WMU) and sings with 
the choir. 

"Most of my activities center around 
the church," she said. 

Mrs. Moore is a charter member of the 
Gulf Wvman's Club and served as its 
second president. She is now a member 
of the social committee. 

"I enjoy the woman's club because it 
gives me an opportunity to mingle with 
other church members and people with 
different interests," she noted. "It's a 
unifying force in the community," she 
added. 

The Gulf Woman's Club is crrently 
ponsoring a raffle to sell crafts, and 

proceeds will be used for club projects. 
"The crafts are on display at Oliver's," 
she pointed out. 

She was also involved with the Gold-
ston Woman's Club for several years. 

Mrs. Moore enjoys sewing and has 
been doing oil painting for three years. 
She has taken courses with a Siler City 
artist, Nellie Sizemore, who offers 
classes for adults and children. She also 
likes to read, especially biographies. 

FAYE MOORE 
She was recently re-elected to a three-

year term on the Board of Directors of 
the Goldston Medical Center after 
completing the unexpired term of a 
former board member. 

Since Mrs. Moore is a retired school 
teacher, she is a member of the Chatham 
County Retired School Personnel and the 
National Retired Teachers Association 
(NRTA). She belongs to the Alpha Delta 
Kappa, an international organization for 
educators. She has served as the group's 
president, secretary and chaplain. 

Mrs. Moore taught in the Goldston 
Elementary School and the consolidated 
J.S. Waters School for 32 years. "I 
retired early," she noted. 

' community 
Mrs. Moore came to Chatham County 

because of her teaching position after 
receiving a bachelor's degree in 
grammar grade education at Woman's 
College (now known as the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro). 

She married Richard Moore, who was 
associated with his father's business in 
Gulf, J. R. Moore and Son, before his 
death in 1978. "He was the son," she 
pointed out. 

Richard's deceased parents were J. 
R. and Lily Murchison Moore. He has one 
brother, the late Julian Moore. 
· Mrs. Moore is a native of Lenoir, 
daughter of Cora Cresson and the late D. 
C. Cresson. She has two sisters, Grace 
Marler and Esther Hoyle, both of Lenoir, 
and two brothers, Bruce Cresson, the 
Rev. Dr. Bruce Cresson of Waco, Tex. 
and Homer Cresson of Sumter, S. C. 

She pointed out that her brother 
teaches Old Testament at Baylor 
University and her s1Ster was also a 
teacher, so she has two siblings who have 
also been involved in the teaching 
profession. 

Mrs. Moore and her late husband have 
one daughter, the Rev. Linda Moore, who 
is minister of education at Northwest 
Baptist Church in Winston-Salem. 

Mrs. Moore moved to Gulf after her 
marriage in 1941 and loves the small 
community. "My husband always said 
that there's something magnetic about 
Gulf-people come here and they don't 
want to leave, and they're drawn back. I 
feel the same way," she said. 

"The people in Gulf are the best in the 
world,'' she added. 
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yuuUI,, L 00th Services, .,,.,. 
JOIN;;. HANKSGIVING 

SERVICE 
Bethany Baptist Church, Gold-

ston aptfst Church, anaDoldston 
United Methodist Church will join 
together in a Thanksgiving service 
on Wednesday, November 24, at 
7:30 p.m. The service will be held 
this year at Bethany Baptist 
Church. 

Special music will be provided by 
a joint choir from the three chur-
ches. Rev. Susan Cafferty of Gold-
ston United Methodist Church will 
deliver the message. A love offer-
ing for the C.O.R.A. F.ood Pantry 

will be received. Bethany Baptist 
Church is located on 421 South at 
Gulf. The public is invited to at-
tend. 
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Former resident 
breaks ground at 
car dealership 
JoAnn Beal-Whitfield has 

history. 
Well, sort of. 
The former Chatham County resi-

dent, who still has ties with the 
county at Bethany Baptist Church 
in Gulf, has been named general 
sales manager at Central Chevrolet 
Geo Buick in Sanford. 

She says it is the first time a fe-
male has been appointed to this 
position in the history of the com-
pany. 

Whitfield said she oversees the 
sales department at the car dealer-
ship. She also markets new and old 
cars and manages the sales staff. 

"I've been in the business for 14 
years," she said, "and business has 
almost doubled since I came here." 

And the best part about the job? 
"I'm enjoying the challenge," she 

said. 
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Former resident 
breaks ground at 
car dealership 
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JoAnn Beal-Whitfield has made 
history. 

Well, sort of. 
The former Chatham County resi-

dent, who still has ties with the 
county at Bethan_y__ Church 
in Gulf, has been name general 
sales manager at Central Chevrolet 
Geo Buick in Sanford. 

She says it is the first time a fe-
male has been appointed to this 
position in the history of the com-
pany. 

Whitfield said she oversees the 
sales department at the car dealer-
ship. She also markets new and old 
cars and manages the sales staff. 

"I've been in the business for 14 
years," she said, "and business has 
almost doubled since I came here." 

And the best part about the job? 
"I'm enjoying the challenge," she 

said. 
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Funera services were held at She is survived by daughter, Mrs. Thompson / ~~\- . t, 
'Record year for CORA Food Pantry 

The CORA Food Pantry is having 
a record year. We have served 
nearly 30,000 meals to over 1000 
clients in 1993. This is approxi-
mately a 25% increase over our 
1992 totals. The hungry of 
Chatham County can find emer-
gency relief at our door. 

The 1993 CROP Walk resulted in 
a record $17,353 raised to fight 
hunger on an international level 
and here in Chatham County. This 
is an increase of over $3,000 above 
the 1992 CROP Walk. The in-
crease is due largely to the partici-
pation of several additional con-
gregations as well as continued 
strong support from previous 
participants. New supporters in-
cluded Bynum UMC, Rock Springs 
Baptist and Bethany Baptist. 
Several congregations increased 
their totals through pledge chal-
lenges. These congregations were 
• ittsboro Presbyterian, Pittsboro 
UMC, Brown's Chapel UMC, 
Pleasant Hill UMC, Bynum UMC 
and Rock Springs Baptist. Other 
congregations had a significant in-
crease on their own. These were 
Siler City First Baptist, Piney 
Grove UMC, and Siler City Pres-
byterian. A large dependable 
turnout came from Goldston UMC 
and St. Bartholomew's Episcopals. 
Our thanks to all who helped to set 
these records and join us in this 
ministry. A quarter of the money 
raised remains here in Chatham 
County for the work of the CORA 
Food Pantry. The other portion 
goes to Church World Service to 
support their work of fighting 
hunger worldwide . 

CORA initiated su1oollv.iJ:12 food 
for the shelter operated by Chatham 
County Rape Crisis/Family 
Violence in 1993. Our support of 
this important operation is vital. 
They have a limited budget and 
need our food for the many families 
who have stayed in the shelter. ·-

The CORA Food Pantry has been 
operating in Chatham County since 
July 1989. Food may be provided 
for any Chatham County resident 
through a referral from a county so-
cial service type agency or a minis-
ter. The majority of our funding is 
provided by the CROP Walk and 
donations from local churches. 
CORA is a Christian ministry to 
serve our fellow county residents. 
CORA provides emergency food to 
about 2% of Chatham County resi-

dents. Since our inception, we 
have served the equivalent of near-
ly 100,000 meals. 

Please call 542-3283 or 898-4343 
if you need more information about 
the CORA Food Pantry. The food 
items currently needed by the 
pantry include canned meat and 
fish, soups, peanut butter, canned 
fruit and paper products. Dona-
tions in honor of a person or event 
are a special way to make a contri-
bution to the pantry . 
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OPEN SPACES WHERE WINDO\VS SHOULD BE ARE A REMINDER THAT VA DALS "'ERE NEAR 

ulf 
According 10 the sheriffs report, 

the 1969 Chevrolet Corvette was 
parked in a building by Tillman's 
hou e. The windshield, back 
wmdow and the door glass on the 
driver side was broken with a bush 
ax and a brick. Ten windows were 
broken on the house. 

On August 1 t, the Deep River 
Park Association reported to the 
heriffs department the vandalism 

of the interior of the red caboose 
which sits across from the Pres-
byterian Church. Someone entered 
the old rail car, which is a future 

' 

museum, and vandali1.ed the intcn-
or, according to the report. 

"It is a real concern," said Jan 
Cardenas who has Jived in Gulf 
since 1966. "We need to do some-
thing, " she told her neighbors. 
"This random violence can't go 
on." 

Carder.as advised the group that 
she was concerned that things 
could reach a "crisis situation be-
fore action is taken." 

Most residents chided, "The 
sheriffs department isn't doing its 
job." They criticized the judicial 

y\tem and the lack of parental 
guidance. All said they were 
ce11tain they knew who is 
re5Ponsible for the crimes . They 
cl ·m it 1s "about five or six kids in 
the whole community who are 
domg this." 

George Stanley, pastor of the 
Baptist Gulf House of Prayer, and 
W.1yne Rigney, pastor of Bethany 
Baptist Church, shook their heads 
in amazement. They, along with 
members of their congregations, 
called for involvement in a com-
m nity watch-like program. About 

RESIDENTS OF GULF UNITE TO SHARE CO "CERNS, PLANS 

TUE RED CABOOSE HAD ITS INTERIOR DEFACED 

(Continued from Page One) 

ten others nodded their heads in 
agreement. 

A visit to the Gulf post office 
Jound Joe Alexander, postmaster, 1,.•=_,...,..;..i........_...:z...~~;:....-...,.....:.;~Lltt:i 
conducting business with a gaping 
whole in the ceiling above the post 

ffice boxes in the front room. 
Alexander says the incident oc- Pro"essional opinion ... 

urred during the Thanksgiving 'J 1 

Holiday. Defacement and 
andalism to a post office is a fed-
ral offense, he said. "Federal 

detectives never came back to in-
vestigate. l haven't seen them yet," 
1elated Alexander. 

"If you don't catch them the 
problem is not going to go away. 
Its going to get worse," said Stan-
ley.• "If the parents can't change 
things then the law has to get in-
olved." 
"Its time something is done to 

stop this," advised DeVeaux. 

Things could 
get worse in Gulf 

By Jeralie Andrews 
''The best predictor of the future 

is to look at the past," says Peter 
Battis, director of the Chatham 
Counseling Center, in response to 
the crimes plaguing the Gulf com-
munity. "It sounds like more than 
mischief," he advised. 

said, "This is extremely angry sort 
of behavior by kids who can't, but 
have a need to, control their behav-
ior." 

He said, "They are furious at their 
own situation and act it out on 
adults, churches and schools or any 
other fonn of authority." He ex-
plained that this is a way at "getting 
back at authority," possibly because 
family authority was either lacking 
or improperly carried out. 

The rash of vandalism to chur-
ches and private property in the 
small town of Gulf is said by resi-
dents there to be inflicted by juve-
niles living in the area. ""'1".--"7"a-=s.nii::,.--------"O':--~r'~-~ Crimes of this nature are resulting __ , on 

It was Saturday, August 1st, and 
what was meant to be a peaceful 
gathering of the trustees of the 
Macedonia A.M.E.Z. Church in 
Gulf became instead a harrowing 
experience. 

Christine DeVeaux described the 
events as "frightening." Since all 
of the windows of the church were 
broken the week before, the group 
decided to hold its meeting on the 
outside grounds under a shed, 
Deveaux related. 

Proceedings were interrupted 
when "someone fired shots through 
the woods," she said and added 
that, "Pellets were falling all 
around us." 

Deveaux, like many of her neigh-
bors who have experienced or been 
witnesses to the results of acts of 
vandalism in the small community 
said, "Deputies keep coming out 
but they are not doing anyt~ing." 

Noticeably shaken over the inci-
dent she said, "This has gone so far 
now, something needs to be done. 
If the law can't help you, who do 
you tum to?" 

"We keep praying that God will 
tep in." 
According to Ike. Gray, chief 

deputy, no report was filed in the 
incident. He said an officer famil-
iar with the incident related that 
adults were target shooting with a 
rifle behind their house. They were 

oken to by the officer, said Gray. 
1:·:::-:::::=:·=-=·=·=·=·{(:·:::·:·:·:r:=:":":":'.:':···:· .• ·.·. ·_···:. 

well as onlookers say they are 
being "terrorized." 

"It can get worse," Battis 
said, after told of the Gulf 
events. 

Battis explained that mischievous 
behavior manifests itself in many 
youths who will do things over the 
course of growing up . "This how-
ever," he said of the vandalism and 
the violent acts in Gulf, "goes way 
beyond mischievous. These acts 
are a result of some pretty disturbed 
behavior." 

Making clear that an understand-
ing of the events in Gulf as they un-
folded was lacking on his part and 
therefore his professional opinion 
was given only through hearing ac-
counts of the vandalism, Battis 

the part of someone who's got real 
troubles," Battis says. He noted 
that it would nonnally occur with 
"kids in groups or in pairs," be-
cause, "there is strength in num-
bers ." · 

Professionally speaking, Battis 
suggested that something has to be 
done to stop the behavior. "When 
kids are out of control, they need 
authority. Someone has to set a 
real firm line with them," he said. 

While no one in attendance for a 
gathering of residents in Gulf last 
week said they suspected that 
things would improve and quiet 
down in the area, Batlis confirmed 
their beliefs and fears. 

"When people push things to that 
degree and its not stopped there are 
repeated acts that are escalated in 
severity, " he said. 

THE LIFE OF A 100 YEAR OLD HOUSE IS ST 1PPED A \VAY BY DESTRUCTIVE DEEDS 
EL \VOOD HARRIS SWEEPS GLASS FROM CIJURCH 



Christine DeVeaux surveys damage at her church in Gulf 

Churches, houses, caboose hit . .. 

Vandals strike Gulf 
Ily Jeralie Andrews 

Quiet and quaint in appearance, 
the town of Gulf, on the north side 
of the Dee River and the southern 
border of Chatham County, is a 
region which found favor with 
some ofChatham's earliest settlers. 

Few things have changed the na-
ture of the area over the years. 
Folks know their neighbors by their 
first names, churches are the core 
of the community, and some things 
that are the concern of one are also 
the concern of all. 

Lately, residents there are sharing 
another aspect of life -- one which 
they would just as soon do without 
They say they are being "ter-
rorized" in their own COQUllunity by 
persons committing crimes that at 
one time in Gulf were considered 
the unthinkable. 

A visit to Gulf last week found 
neighbors assembling in front of 
the Presbyterian Church across 
from the old red caboose which has 
come to be known as a landmark 
there. Basically a quiet, genteel 
and reserved people, their organiz-
jng on this day _ reflected a tone 
more aggressive than the refine-
ment their upbringing dictated. 

In the course of one week, 
vandals had inflicted severe and 
costly damage to two area chur-
ches. The group of angry residents 
say they are not going to stand for 
this behavior anymore. 

As pieces of glass blanketed the 
inside of the Macedonia A.M.E. 
Zion Church, Christine De Veaux, 
with cane in one hand and broom in 
another, set out to the business of 
cleaning her church. 

Objects had been used to smash 
in all of the windows strewing 

debris into the pews, on the alter 
and on the floor. A picture of Jesus 
at the head of the church was 
damaged, the vandals' mark left as 
a continuous reminder for the con-
gregation that their sanctuary had 
been violated. 

The cemetery behind the church 
also succumbed to the vandals 
touch which left headstones over-
turned. 

Services could not be held there 
on Sunday, July 26, because of the 
destruction. The congregation was 
deprived of their place of worship. 

"It's so devastating," said Elwood 
Harris, a member of the Macedonia 
Church. "I just can't believe that 
something like this could happen." 
Sadness coupled with anger charac-
terized the expression on her face. 

The church is preparing to 
celebrate its 107th anniversary. 

"It had to be meanness. It's a 
hate thing," said DeVeaux. 

Things like this, more and more, 
have been happening in Gulf. 

Bethany apti t Church down the 
road was the victim of similar as-
saults in the same time period. The 
congregation toiled in its cleanup 
efforts and took up a collection for 
the Macedonia Church. 

The Presbyterian Church also fell 
victim to vandals at an earlier time 
when its windows were shot out 
and the sign in front of the church 
was broken by rocks. The church 
offered its assistance last week to 
the neighboring Macedonia 
Church. 

Other incidents in recent months 
have created concern in the area. A 
neighbor's d9g was killed and its 
face slashed. Ducks were found 
dead. A preacher and neighboring 

children had their mopeds stolen. 
And then there is the century-old 
house which sits in a wooded lot 
and i owned by Bethany Baptist 
Church. 

It would appear from the 
surface that time has taken 
its toll on the house. How-
ever, after a closer inspec-
tion by a group of neighbors 
it was discovered that time 
alone was not responsible 
for the decay. Piece by 
piece, column, by column, 
wall by wall, a human ele-
ment was involved in its 
destruction. 

Red spray-painted waUs, beer 
cans, human excretions, empty 
spaces where once solid walls sepa-
rated rooms now showed a 
sm1strous presence. Handsomely 
carved columns which once sup-
ported the porch of the second story 
were either knocked to the ground 
or tilted to a point where a little 
more effort would successfully dis-
lodge the remaining columns. 

Similar accounts of vandalism 
were listed one by one with the 
Chatham County Sheriff's Depart-
ment 

Doris Beal is minus a step ladder 
and her lawn mower incurred $300 
worth of damage after someone 
drove it into a tree on July 26th. 

Last week Richard Tillman 
reported to the sheriff's department 
that windows were broken out of 
his Corvette as were windows on 
his house on J.R. Moores Store 
Road. 

(See "Gulr', Pa e 12-A,j 
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