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Faith, hope and carpentry 
Members of ' 'Carpenters for Christ'' recently teamed with church members 
to build a sanctuary for Blackburn Baptist Church in Hickory. Above, Joe 
Holder (left) and Mick Sheppard place trusses across the new building; at 
right, a look at the progress after 18 hours of work. 
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Making 
their mark: Church 
members sign a cross 
made of extra 2 x 4s. Planning It out Pastor Keith Rustin (left) estimates the height of the altar with Paul Costner. 

At arm's length: Blackburn Baptist member Kevin Reinhardt 
arives nails in a window frame. The church started as a 

mission of Penelope Baptist Church in Hickory and is now an 
independent Southern Baptist congregation . 

Elbow grease: Carpenters for Christ members Alfred Bellew (left) and Curl Chalker 
muscle a joist into place. 
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Congf ation' s 
faith frames 
lives, building 
By MONTE MITCHELL 
Staff Writer 

HICKORY 

W ithin its walls, hidde n beneath the plasterboard and wallpaper, 
Blackbum Baptist Church will carry messages like "Jesus 
Loves You." 

The mood was jubilant last Sunday when the congregation met for 
the first service in its unfinished church building , worshiping within a 
sanctuary marked off by 2 x 4s. 

Pastor Keith Rustin asked members to write the messages on the 
wooden framing that will soon be concealed within the walls. They used 
ink or indelible markers, to mak e sure Blackburn Baptist will be a testa-
ment to faith whether it is fille d 'th people or someday tom down. 

Rustin said he saw that faith in action during the previous three days, 
as the church building rose mir aculously from a slab of concrete. From 
sunrise to sundown, a group of 
strangers helped church memb ers 
pound nails and saw boards, build· 
ing a home for the congregatio n 
that had been meeting in a 
crowded mobile home trailer for 
the past six years. 

The church started as a missio 
ol ?ene\o~ Bap\i5\ C.'nun:.'n in 
Hickory and is now an indepen-
dent Southern Baptist congrega -
tion. It now has about 100 mem-
bers, averaging between 70-90 in 
Sunday worship attendance. 

On that Thursday, a group of 35 
or so "Carpenters for Christ" visit-
ing from Georgia teamed with 
church members to erect the 
walls . That Friday, they put up 
trusses for the roof and that Satur-

Want to help? 
Work that still needs to be done 

at Blackburn Baptist Church in-
cludes installing heating and air-
conditioning duct work, hanging 
plasterboard, putting in insulation, 
aI~,n~ \t\m ..,.et\< ano 9a\l\'1.\I\~. "'"'I 
local groups Interested m helping, 
or anyone who wants more infor-
mation about the church, should 
call Keith Rustin at 294-6649. Ser-
vices today will be held at the mo-
bile home off N C. 10, just east of 
Propsts Crossroads . Sunday 
school is at 9;45 a.m.: worship Is at 
11 a.m . and Wednesday Bible study 
is at 7 p.m. Bible study groups meet 
in homes throughout the week . 

day nailed down the shingles. . . 
Matthew Costner and Justin Yoder , both local eighth-graders, nailed 

shingles on the roof. Blackbum member Sheila Daniel helped ~rame t~e 
interior walls, and Pat Wilmoth, another member, cut the blue insulation 
board. 

Rustin's grandfather, Dan Cowart, 78, had driven up from Georgia, 
one day alter receiving a radiatio n treatment for ca~cer . He p~lled a . 
chair behind him during the three days of construction , o_ccas1onally sit-
ting down when he became short of breath. He was too sick to work, but 
said he wanted to soak in the atmosphere. 

"It 's an experience I'm delighted the Lord has allowed me to live and 
see," Cowart said during the rvice, close to crying . "l 've felt the pres-
ence of the Lord here stronger in these three days than at any time in my 
life." 

When the church body came to gether for that first worship, the wind 
blew against the orange plastic cov ering a door frame, occasionally 
cracking a loud pop during the sermon . 

Wall studs outlined where rooms would go. Metal folding chairs 
stood in cold lines across the con c rete floor. 

"It's good to be in God's house today ," said Rustin. "This room, this 
building is simply that; it's a building. This becomes a church because of 
the presence of God's people ." 

Rustin preached of the raptur e, a time when some Christians believe 
they'll be caught up in the air to meet Jesus. A time of tribulation is to fol-
low for those left behind, the preacher said , with terrible shortages of 
food and fuel. 

He imagines starving, cold people one day coming into ~\ac:kbum 
Baptist seeking shelter and using the wooden framing as fuel for fires. 

And if the church's skin is ever peeled away and the wood laid bare, 
the people of the future can read the message left for them by the people 
at Blackbum Baptist as they met to dedicate a simple one-story building 
to the Lord's work. 

"God loves everyone," someone wrote. "Be kind to others," said an-
other. "There is hope." • 

Preaching: 

) 

Pastor Keith 
Rustin delivers his 
first sermon in the 
new sanctuary. 
"It's good to be in 
God's house 
today," he said. 
"This room, this 
building is simply 
that; it's a building . 
This becomes a 
church because of 
the presence of 
God's people." 

_______ .,..,,.. I 
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Record Pbolo By Terry Pharo Blackburn Baptist Congregation To Worship In Newly Completed Building 

New Church's Doors To Open 
By DONNA ISBELL 
Record Staff Writer 

NEWTON - The long months of 
daily labor, holding Sunday worship 
s1::rvice in a basement, and dealing 
with frequent building inspections 
finally are over for the members of 
li!!ckburn Baptist Chu~ . 

And the fruit of their labor is 
clearly visible from N.C. 10 near 
Newton - a brand-new church build-
ing, complete with steeple, hymnals 
and Communion table . 

The church will be dedicated and 
the pastor installed Sunday. 

Blackburn Baptist Church was 
organized two years ago liy a group 
of people who felt there was a need 
for a Southern Baptist Church in the 
Blackburn community , according to 
the new pastor, the Rev. William 
Jones. 

Jones became the pastor at the 
beginning of October. 

Penelope Baptist Church in 

Hickory agreed to be the "mother 
church " of Blackburn and act as its 
sponsor, Jones said . 

"A new church needs a lot of 
support and the financial strength of 
a sponsor church. Once (the church) 
began, they discovered the need for a 
sponsor church and Penelope came 
forth with the offer, " he added. 

The church building sits on a 7-
acre tract of l:ind donated by 
Penelope Baptist Church. The build-
ing resulted from the combination of 
a mobile home and a modular home. 

Penelope also located the buildings 
used to construct the church, said 
Jones. The mobile home and modular 
home previously had been used by a 
church in Hildebran . 

The buildings were dismantled, 
brought to the site in the Blackburn 
community , and have undergone nu-
merous renovations and building 
inspections to bring them up to 
standard . 

When the buildings were moved, 

church members "discovered every-
thing had to be take11.out and redone 
- a total renovation," said Jones. 

Members of several Southern Bap-
tist churches in the Theron Rankin 
Association volunteered their time to 
assist in the renovations. "Help has 
come from everywhere," he said. 

Jones said a man from another 
congregation built the decks and 
wheelchair ramps along the outside 
of the church, and several men and 
women from the Blackburn church 
worked on the church each evening 
after their regular workdays. 

Other congregations donated 
furnishings for the church. 

Blackburn now has 34 members, 
plus six who are awaiting baptism . 
Blackburn and Penelope will conduct 
a joint baptismal service at the end 
of the month. 

Sunday's dedication service will 
begin at 10 a .m. with Sunday school. 
Morning worship will begin at 11 
a.m. Attendance goals of 41 for 

Sunday school and 51 for morning 
worship have been ~et. The offering 
goal is $600. 

From 3 to 5 p.m., the pastor 's 
installation and bullding dedication 
services will be conducted. They will 
be followed by a building and 
grounds tour and refreshments . 

Jones said the church 's goal is to 
minister to the community. 

''We're here as a healing station 
for the hurting and a lighthouse for 
those that are trying to find their 
way. That 's our business; to minister 
to the people in the area , and 
whatever needs they feel we can help 
with," he added. 

He expressed appreciation to area 
churches for their help and support. ··we express gratitude to all the 
members of the churches in the area 
who have prayed for us, given their 
time and talents and materials and 
maybe more importantly , their en-
couragement and appreciation for 
what we're trying to do," said Jones . 
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Congrei}ahon Break Bread To Break Barriers' 

By JENNIFER KIZIAH 
Record Staff Writer 

Two choirs · and two congregations will 
break bread and worship together Sunday 
night at Blackburn Baptist Church as part of 
race relations Sunday as designated by the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Rev. Keith Rustin. minister at Blackburn, 
said his church is host of a joint interracial 
fellowship dinner and worship service on 
Sunday with Exodus Missionary Outreach 
Center. 

Rustin said the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion designated this Sunday as race relations 

.... ~uv.1.n. .. Q """"Ac,edtner, .HJackourn 
choir director, said her 12-member 
choir has enjoyed singing with the 
Exodus choir. 

"Last week, Keith (Blackburn pas-
to~) got numerous calls," Ms. 
Stikeleather said. "I think each of us 
called_ him and said, 'Wow, what an 
experience'." 
. _Ms. Stikeleather said Sunday's 
Jomt service will be the first time 
Blackburn has done anything like 
this with another church. "We all 
hope it's not the last," she said. "We 
had no pr~blem integrating (with an-
other choir). As the practice prog-
~essed, we ~ruly became one in sing-
mg our praises to the Lord." 

Audrey Longcrier Rev. 
Longcrier's wife, said E~odus is a 
new church, too. "We started the 
church on July 6, 1997 " she said 
"It's . an_ inner ~ity, non~ 
denommahonal, multi-ethnic out-
reach ministry." 

Exodus is in the Dirk M. 
Tho~pson Mortuary Chapel. Ac-
cordmg to Mrs. Longcrier, "We are 
an outreach ministry, and the more 
we can reach different people the 
better it is. And, it's good to reiiow-
ship with other churches." 

I ~~"u" ,1m !Vlakea 
Way," "The Potter's House" "H 
Touched Me" and "Just A, Little 
Talk" during Sunday night's servic/ 
" According 

1
to Ms. Ramseur, 

Wherever we re invited is where 
we'll go." Previ?u~ performances by 
the Exodus choir mclude singing at 
the Br?~n-Penn Center during 
Thanksg1vmg a~d at prisons, and it 
has _an upcommg engagement at 
Lenoir-Rhyne College. 

While practicing songs on 
Wednes~ay night, Exodus minister 
of music Arthur Propst made it 
cl~ar he expects the best from the 
mmgled choir. 

At one point, unsatisfied with the 
amount of talking between songs 
Propst said, "We're not here fo; 
t~lking. We're here to perform a ser-
vice for God. I'm not satisfied for it 
!o_go out to another church (the wav 
it IS). ' 

"I want you to do it' as well as you 
can," he said. 

Longcrier said his sermon will be 
bas~? ,on verses from Acts, chapter 
10. I II be talking about breaking 
down the walls," he said. 

"If racial reconciliation is going to 
start anywhere, it should start in the 
house of faith. It all begins in' the 
church ... Learning we have more in 
common than we have differences." 

Sunday in an effort to break down barriers 
between people. 

Blackburn chose Exodus to worship with 
mainly because several of the Blackburn 
members know Exodus's pastor, Rev. 
Reggie Longcrier. 

"We're going to sit around the table and 

break bread," Rustin said. "The prayer is 
that we might be able to confront some of 
the racial barriers." 

Rustin said Blackburn, a new church in 
the Mountain View area, has a membership 
of about 135 lie feels his congregation re-
ceived the idea of a jomt fellowship dinner 

. . ) 

Mrs. Longcrier said as Exodus is 
multi-~thnfc anyway, joining in 
worship with Blackburn will not be a 
big difference for the Exodus con-
~regation and choir. She thinks hav-
mg a race relations Sunday will help, 

Following the fellowship dinner at 
5:15 p.m., the congregations will 
gather for the joint worship service. Choir Membe p . F Rf'COrdPbotoByMellndaMaboney rs ract1ce or Sunday 

• 

and worship service well. but said, "The real 
proof will be what participation we see Sun-
day night." 

,WhHe Blackburfl is providing the fellow-
ship dmner. both churches have combined 

See Congregations, Page~ 



rei}ations Join 
but said, "I also think it shouldn't be 
a particular Sunday set aside." 

their choirs to provide the music, Exodus has about 60 members, 
and Longcrier will deliver the ser- but Mrs. Longcrier said they usually have about 80 to 100 people attend 
mon. 

The Record visited the final choir 
practice Wednesday night at Exodus 
where last-minute details for Sun-
day's musical selection were being 
worked out and practiced. 

Rhonda Stikeleather, Blackburn 
choir director, said her 12-member 
choir has enjoyed singing with the 
Exodus choir. 

"Last week, Keith (Blackburn pas-
tor) got numerous calls," Ms. 
Stikeleather said. "I think each of us 
called him and said, 'Wow, what an 
experience'." 

Ms. Stikeleather said Sunday's 
joint service will be the first time 
Blackburn has done anything like 
this with another church. "We all 
hope it's not the last," she said. "We 
had no problem integrating (with an· 
other choir). As the practice prog-
ressed, we truly became one in sing-
ing our praises to the Lord." 

services on Sunday. 
Exodus choir director Anner 

Ramseur said the joint choir will 
sing "Somebody Ought to Testify," 
"I've Got Jesus," "Jesus Will Make a 
Way," "The Potter's House," "He 
Touched Me" and "Just A Little 
Talk" during Sunday night's service. 

According to Ms. Ramseur, 
"Wherever we're invited is where 
we'll go." Previous performances by 
the Exodus choir include singing at 
the Brown-Penn Center during 
Thanksgiving and at prisons, and it 
has an upcoming engagement at 
Lenoir-Rhyne College. 

While practicing songs on 
Wednesday night, Exodus minister 
of music Arthur Propst made it 
clear he expects the best from the 
mingled choir. 

Audrey Longcrier, Rev. 
Longcrier's wife, said Exodus is a 
new church, too. "We started the 
church on July 6, 1997," she said. 
"It's an inner city, non-
denominational, multi-ethnic out-
reach ministry." 

Exodus is in the Dirk M. 

At one point, unsatisfied with the 
amount of talking between songs, 
Propst said, "We're not here for 
talking. We're here to perform a ser-
vice for God. I'm not satisfied for it 
to go out to another church (the way 
it is). 

"I want you to do it as well as you 
can," he said. 

Longcrier said his sermon will be 
based on verses from Acts, chapter 
10. "I'll be talking about breaking 
down the walls," he said. 

Thompson Mortuary Chapel. Ac-
cording to Mrs. Longcrier, "We are 
an outreach ministry, and the more 
we can reach different people, the 
better it is. And, it's good to fellow-
ship with other churches." 

Mrs. Longcrier said as Exodus is 
multi-ethnic anyway, joining in 
worship with Blackburn will not be a 
big difference for the Exodus con-
gregation and choir. She thinks hav-
ing a race relations Sunday will help, 

' 

"If racial reconciliation is going to 
start anywhere, it should start in the 
house of faith. It all begins in' the 
church ... Learning we have more in 
common than we have differences." 

Following the fellowship dinner at 
5:15 p.m., the congregations will 
gather for the joint worship service. 

• · Record Photo By Melinda Mahoney 

Choir Members Practice For Sunday 

' ... 
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