


thatnumber at 1,371, or 6.9 percent
of the city's population. By all
accountsthose numbers continue to

,-Attend the church of your choice grow.
tbis Sunday, or Asisto a la de As South-of-the-border
su selecto este neighbors have
domingo. assimilated into the

No matter how community, several
you say it, for many long-established
people, regardless churches in
9f ethnicity, church Thomasville have
is the place to be on reached out to them
Sunday. by offering services
~ For the majority in Spanish.
of Thomasville's Since June of
English-speaking 2000 Carolina
population, there is Memorial Baptist
practically a church Church on Liberty
~nt eve~Yl comelr. Courtesy Photo Dfrfive, in. ha JR·o.inht
.LfU, u~tl recent y, Ivan Crissman, chainnan of e ort wit l~
the choice for Sun- Bantist M"ss"oncommm Fork Baptist
day worship was ".. " ee Church, has hosted
limited for the growing number of a Hispanic mission at Carolina.
new Spanish-speaking 3!rrivalsset- Mision Bautista Hispana me~ts at Staff photo by Ann Beard
tling in the community. The 2000 Hispanic reslidE,tfscan find a "welcome" atMision Bautista Hispana at.carolin~emo,u" Raptist Church.
census figures for the city shows See Churches, PAGE The Hispanic mission is jointly sponsored by the host church andRich Fork Baptist Church.
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Churches are reaching
~out to Spanish-speaking
population in town
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2:30 p.m each Sunday in a
Sunday s 001 classroom in the
church llSement. While an
average 15 adults attend the
worship srvice, their children,
usually n~bering around 20,
attend S ay school in anoth-
er classroan,
The Re. Floretino Yanez of

Randlemal, an ordained
Southern Baptist minister, is
the mission pastor. Rev. Yanez
a native of Mexico, graduated
from the Hispanic Baptist The-
ology Seminary in San Anto-
nio, Texas, and is also the full-
~e pastor of Balfour Hispan-
IC Mission in Asheboro. He is
~sisted at the local mission by
Ricardo Santos, who is also his
assistant in Asheboro, and by
music director J.J. Rodrigvez
of Lexington.
Ivan Crissman, who is chair-

man of the Hispanic mission
committee made up of mem-

Slaff h I b
bers from each sponsoring

p 00 yAnnBeard h h
EI Buen Pastor, a church c urc ,said recently, "Basical-

ly, members at the mission are
from Thomasville, and hope-
fully, we will raise up some
leaders from this membership."
The goal of the committee and
the sponsoring churches is to
help the mission to eventually
organize into an independent
and self-supporting church.
Presently, Crissman said, the

mission ministers and its con-
gregation are visiting those in
the Hispanic community con-
ducting Bible studies in homes
and encouraging people to
attend church.
The missionwas started after

officials from the two Baptist
churches determined the need
of the Hispanic community for
a place ofworship. Plans began
to take shapeinApril 2000 and
the worshipservices started in
June with an average atten-
dance of 5 to 7. A Sunday
schoolwaslater added and the
missionmembership continues
to grow.
In another effort to get the

~~rd out to Spanish-speaking
CItizens,the churches, with the
~d ~f the Liberty Baptist Asso-
cranon, recently sponsored a
health fair. Health providers
that day included the North
Carolina ~tw1« en'~Ui\.
Bus staff, local doctors, den-
tists, dental hygienists and
nurses, all of whom volun-
teered their time.
A total of 70 people were

seen (34 dental patients and 36
medical patients.)
In addition to medical ser- ,

vices, the fair offered some fun
events such as face painting, a
live band and the viewing of
the film, "Jesus," in Spanish. It
was also a time to provide
clothing to families who need
that help.
In another effort to reach

their Hispanic brothers and sis-
ters, Crissman said that people
from the mission have visited
the ll-Acre Rea Market on
Saturdays to get the word out
about the mission by speaking
to people and handing out liter-
ature.
Crissman said of those

attending the mission, "Most
have come from a Catholic tra-
dition. I think probably most of
the mission members came out
of an invitation from those who
visited in the homes and the
caring attitude from those vis-
its, and from their desire to
have their children in church."
On a recentSunday night the

first baptismal service for mis-
sion membas was held in the
sanctuary at Carolina Memori-
al Baptist, with the Rev. Byron
Barker, pastor of Rich Fork
Baptist, officiating at the ser-
vice. Two members from the
mission werebaptized into the
Baptist faithat that time, Criss-
man noted.
Both churches provide teach-

ers for the children's Sunday
school classes since these are
taught in English, but pre-
school classes, which are
taught in Spanish, are led by
people frolllthe mission, or by
Aurea Viar,a Carolina member
who is fluentin Spanish.
Each church also budgets the

funding tosupport the mission.
Some financial help is also pro-
vided by the North Carolina
BaptistConvention through the
Li.berty Baptist Association,
said Crissman.
This summer, rather than

have their children attend
VacationBible School at the
two sponsoring churches, the
mission held its own Bible
school.
TheRev. Stuart White, pastor

at CaroIina, was pleased El
the response. "We averaged 65
or 70 (children) in attendance
~ach night, with 90 people,
mcluding parents, attending on
the last night," he said.
About three or four miles

east .of the Baptist mission,
Sparush-speaking residents can
find another church choice. El
Buen Pastor is a church being
mothered by Central Wesleyan
Church on Hinkle Street.
Central's pastor, the Rev.

Eddie Hawkins, said the
church was started around six
months ago, after some His-
panic families who lived near
the church attended several
Sunday services. "

Hawkins said since he didn't
speak Spanish he was unable to
communicate with them. Real-
izing that there were a number
of other Spanish speaking peo-
ple in the neighborhood, the
church board met and decided
to try and meet the spiritual
needs of their Spanish-speak-
ing neighbors.

The minister contacted the
Evangelism and Church
Growth division of the North
Carolina Western District of
the Wesleyan Church. "I let
them know that we had a num-
~r of Spanish-speaking people
m our area and no way to heIp
them, and through them (the
church district) we were able to
start the new church."
A Spanish-speaking pastor in

Wmston-Salem helped get the
new ch~ch off the ground, and
a short-time later, El Buen Pas-

. tor was able to secure the ser-
vices of the Rev. Claudio
~ti~ a Cuban native living
m Flonda, as the full-time pas-
tor.

Prior to moving to
Thomasville with his wife
Cory, Rev. Errasti had been
working the children's ministry
of a large church in Florida.
"Our goal was not to have

this as an arm of our church but
to start an independent church
they can call their own,"
Hawkins said of the church
currently attended by approxi-
mately 50 Hispanic adults and.
children. The membership has:
come by word of mouth and
from visits to those living in the,
nei\lhboThoed. henoted.

Rev. and "Mrs. 'Errasti have
also started a clothing and food
ministry and some people have
learned about the church from
these outreach programs.
The services are held at 1and

7 p.m. on Sundays and a prayer
service on Tuesday nights at 7.
The children's services are held
at the same time as the adult
services on Sunday.
Our Lady of the Highways

Catholic Church, where the
Rev. Thomas Fitzpatrick is the
rector, holds mass for its Span-
ish-speaking congregation
each Sunday at noon and a
Bible study on Tuesdays at 7
p.m. Around 200 families,
mostly from Thomasville, but
some from High Point and
Greensboro attend the services.
Father Fitzpatrick, who con-

ducts the Spanish-speaking
mass, as well as the one for the-
250 English-speaking families
at Our Lady of the Highways,
said the church has held ser-
vices for the Hispanic commu-
nity for 10 to 12 years. He said
since his arrival here four years
ago, he has witnessed a growth
in the membership by 50' or
more Hispanic families.
"We've expanded our church

because of them," he said of a
church renovation project to
increase the size of the sanctu-
ary.

Kingdom Hall of the Jeho-
vah's Witness also holds ser-
vices for Hispanic residents.
Efforts were unsuccessful to
reach a church official to pro-
vide a time for those services.
Holly Hill Wesleyan Church

did hold services for Hispanic
citizens, but church pastor, the
Rev. Mark Mullins, said the
assistant pastor who conducted
services in Spanish, has entered
the mission field leaving them
without anyone who can con-
duct the services.
And recently, a Hispanic

church, Iglesia De Cristo, was
started on National Highway in
a building next to Tommy's
Barbecue.
Because of the boom in

Thomasville's Hispanic popu-
lation, there may well be other
Spanish-speaking worship ser-
vices here that the Times'
~earch did n?t reveal. But whar
IS apparent IS that the choices
for worship in Spanish are.
growing. • •

I



Singers
,perform

The New Life Singers, a
newly-formed singing group
from Carolina Memorial.
Baptist Church, performed
Thursday . for the
Thomasville Lions Club.
The singers sang a number

of religious and patriotic
songs, including a song
representative of each
branch of the armed ser-
vices. Members of the Lions
club who have "'Servedin the
military where asked to
stand when the song for their
branch of servife was sung.
Members of the club also

sang along on the favorite,
"This Land is Your Land."
The choral group has six

members Elaine
Hemphill, Mary Lou.Dickey,
·Ellen Miller, Angela Yountz,
Annette Whitley and Loretta
Ogden.
Salisbury post
Sanford Herald
Shelby Star
Statesville Record & Landmark
Tarboro Southerner

_Thomasville Times
r ryon Bulletin
Washington Daily News
Wilmington News
Wilmington Star
Wilmington Star-News
Wilson Daily Times
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem Sentinel
Winston-Salem Journal-Sentinel
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Carolina Memorial Baptist will hold
groundbreaking services on Sunday

Carolina Memorial Ba tist Chur on Liberty Faith Baptist Church at corner of Medenhall and
Dr e WI 0 ground-breaking services Sunday at Surrett in Trinity will show the video "Final Exit" on
2 p.m. for its new $600,000 educational building. Sunday, July 17,6 p.m. The message is about a serial
The 11 a.m. service will be followed by dinner on killer and two teenagers who find themselves issued

the grounds and the ground-breaking. There will be into judgment following the deaths. The final verdict
no'8:30 morning service held at the church Sunday. of Heaven or Hell comprises the story climax. There

The new facility will be an addition to the church's will be no admission charge or love offering col-
existing fellowship hall. Construction will be toward lected,
the Johnson Street side of the church building, and a VBS
house located on the comer of Johnson and Liberty Oak Hill Memorial Baptist on Raleigh Road will
Drive will be demolished to create a parking lot for be holding Vacation Bible School on Sunday, July 17
church-goers. through Thursday, July 2l. Times will be 6 p.m-B

Lee Mauldin of M&M Builders is the general p.m. on Sunday and 7 p.m.-9 p.m., Monday through
contractor. Thursday.

Grading on the property is scheduled to begin VBS
Monday. The church expects the building to be com- Johnsontown United Methodist Church of John-
pIeted in about 10months. sontown Road has scheduled Vacation Bible School
CARNIVAL for Sunday, July 17, through Thursday, July 21, 6:30

New Mount Vernon United Methodist Church will p.m.-8:30 p.m. Theme will be "Come to the party,
be holding a carnival, today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., celebrate Jesus." Classes will be available from
and a car show from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Pony rides, nursery age to adult. A hot dog supper will be pro-
dunking booth, moonwalk, games and prizes, food, vided on the last night, and parents are welcome.
bake sale and a putting green will be at the event. VBS
Proceeds wiilI be going to the building fund. Church Vacation Bible School will be held at First Baptist
is located on the corner of Friendship-Ledford and Church.on 103 Church St. on Monday, July 18,
Vernon Church Road. through Friday, July 22, 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

KER CAMP
Bob Enerson will be the speaker in the 10:45' Music Camp will be held at Liberty Baptist

service at Christian Life Center. He will be Church on Old 109 Sunday, July 17, through Satur-
speaker as well. day, Ju 23. Hours are 7:00-8:30 p.m. Sunday
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Religionnews
Evelyn Reece participates
in Baptist project in Togo

By KATHY KEPLEY
TIMES Staff Writer
Evelyn Reece is now seeing

through different eyes.
It's not that she's received a

corneal transplant or been mir-
aculously cured of some eye
disease. But the Holly Grove
Road resident says her "vision"
will never be quite the same.

Reece returned just before
Thanksgiving from a one-month
volunteer mission to Togo, West
Africa, where she participated
in the "Partners in Wholeness"
project sponsored jointly by the
Baptist State Convention of
North Carolina and its Foreign
Mission Board The 3Y2-year
program, which will end in 1987,
is geared to help the Togolese
people solve their hunger and
sanitation problems, as well as
meet their spiritual needs.
Reece says that after viewing

firsthand the deprivation in the
small country (about one half
the size of North Carolina) -
mud huts. no electricity, lack of
nutritional foods. inadequate
toilet and medical facilities and
polluted water - she will never
view the world in quite the same
way.
"Everything when I got back

to the States looked so beau-
tiful," Reece said this week. "It
makes you appreciate it so
much."
As a nurse volunteer, Reece

spent most of her time teaching
good health and nutritional
habits to the inhabitants of nine
villages. She traveled to each
village in a Nisson van made
available by North Carolina
Baptists.
While in the villages, Reece

tried to teach the natives they
should use only pure water for
drinking. Most of the people get
their water from streams or
ponds.
"They wash in it. leave their

waste in it and animals walk in
it." Reece said of the streams.
Many of the people suffer from
parasitic worms contracted
from drinking the water.

The impure water is one of the
reasons the wells which are be-
ing dug in each village under
the supervision of the Baptist
volunteers are so important.
Due to language barriers, Re-

ece used pictures she had
drawn to show the villagers
what was happening to them'
after they drank the water. One
showed a man bent over and
holding his stomach as he
walked away from a pond. and
another showed a child with a
bloated belly.
"Fifty percent of their chil-

dren die before they are six
from simple things like diar-
rhea," Reece said.
She encouraged them to drink

from the wells when possible,
and if it was absolutely necess-
ary to use stream water for
drinking, to boil itfirst.

Reece noted the main food
eaten by the Togolese is rice.
Another staple is foo Ioo. made
from a large vegetable called an
enyarn similar to a potato. The
enyarns are peeled and boiled,
then placed in a large pot and
mashed with long wooden
sticks.
When eaten. the thick mixture

is dipped into a hot sauce that
"just about sets you on fire,"
Reece said.
Although food supplies can

be a problem for the natives.
their main problem is knowing
how to use the foods they have.
"They need to learn how to

balance out a meal," she said.

Evelyn Reece displays posters she used to teach Togolese
villagers good health and nutritional habits.

Beans and black-eyed peas, as
well as a few other vegetables
are available, and there is an
abundance of fruit"although
the natives do not use it as one
oftheir main dietfoods.
While Reece was teaching

good health habits, others in the
seven-member volunteer team
were drilling wells and con-
ducting evangelistic services
for the natives.
They included Carroll Brack-

ett of Kings Mountain, a bull-
dozer operator; a
teacher-preacher team from
Charlotte, Karen and 'Tony
Harper: Mike Osborne of Ral-
eigh, well driller supervisor;
and Ray Scholl of Sugar Grove, a
maintenance mechanic.
When the seven arrived in

Lome. Togo, a four-hour drive
from th~\\' \wQ)ect "ite. lI',e)-
spent the first night in the North
Carolina house, equipped with
modern conveniences.
The next day they got their

first "culture shock" when they
were taken to the site where
they would make their "home"
for the next month. They were
greeted by career missionaris
Jerome and Joann Ethredge
and Mike and Marsha Key who
showed them to their quarters,
"It as a mud hut with thatched

roof. crawling with lizards,"
Reece said with a shiver, and
they had only flashlights and
lanterns for light. The only ge-
nerator was used in the dining
hall to cook meals. Latrines
were the only "restroom" facili-
ties offered.
Since Togo has six months of

rainy weather followed by six
months of dryness, water must
always be conserved. The water
used for washing up and brush-
ing teeth is poured into a bucket
near the latrines to be used
later for "flushing" toilets.
The "shower" was a cemented

area. A two-gallon bucket with
shower head attached hung
from a pole. After dipping the
bucket into barrels of water
warmed by the sun (tempera-
tures were between 95-100 dur-
ing Reece's stay), she would
lather up, then turn on the
shower head to rinse.
"I found that two gallons of

water is more than ample to
take a shower," Reece laughed.

During the month the team
worked in Togo, six wells were
drilled -oy the nationals and
volunteers. Four of them were
good. Their proudest moment
was when a well drilled in a dry
area callIed "Village of Sand"
produced water at the rate of 10
gallons a minute. .
"When you see their faces

When water comes in. it's just
unreal." Reece said. She re-
members one old woman who
continuously bowed and
clapped her hands when she
saw the water.
The nationals, Reece said. are

taught to do most of the work.
and each village must pay for
the well pumps.

On each well is inscribed the
,:'.I.:ripture text John c1.:13-14,
where Jesus speaks to the Sam-
aritan woman about the "living
water."
A two-week crusade held dur-

ing Reece's stay resultedin 397
nationals making commitments
to Christ. Because of their heri-
tage in fetish worship. they must
undergo six months of dis-
cipleship before they can be
baptized.
Reece said because the Tog-

olese are such friendly people.
and they are so appreciative of
the work North Carolina Bap-
tists are doing in their country,
it was hard to leave them know-
ing there is still so much work to
do. Nevertheless. she was
happy to get home to her hus-
band, Bill, and their four grown
children.
Reece. a member of £arolina

Memorial Baptist Church on
Liberty Drive. has always been
interested in missions. After
learning of the "Partners in
Wholeness" program through'
the Women's Missionary Union
of her church, she sent in an
application. Her support was
paid primarily by her church.
with contributions from some
High Point businessmen Reece
has nursed.
She plans to take a rest

through December before re-
turning to work as a private duty
nurse with the High Point Pri-
vate Duty Nurses Registry.

,

~~~iginal carvings and artwork by villagers were among souvenirs brought back byRee~e.

...



CLIPPING SERVICE
1115 HILLSBORO

RALEIGH. NC 27603
,TEL. (919) 833·2079

TIMES
THOMASVILLE, N. C.

Two selected
for state
Baptist assembly
Two Thomasville students have

been selected to work at the North
Carolina Baptist Assembly in
Southport, N.C. this summer.
Ginger Davis, 18, and Lisa Darr,

17, will work at the summer camp.
Both are members of Carolina
Memorial Baptist Church in
Thomasville and are members of
the youth choir.
Davis is the daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. Edmond Davis of Aycock St.
Darr is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Willie Darr of Brewer St.
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To China with love
from Thomasville·
By CINDE INGRAM
Staff Writer

is nondenominational, it seemed
appropriate that after Dickey spoke
her message in Chinese, the Rev.
Curtis Patterson of First Presbyte-
rian Church repeated her words in
English. Dickey's grandparents,
Ruth and the Rev. Wilbur Jarrett,
are Methodist leaders who pro-
vided the prayer.

Wilson also is home on leave
from his job in Hong Kong with
Cooperative Services Internation-
al, an arm of the Southern Baptist's
Foreign Missions Board that places
English teachers in China.
In addition to Wilson's eight

years of service in Hong Kong, the

See To China, PAG~

Gifts of love from Thomasville
continue to touch hearts around the
globe because of the work of resi-
dents like Kim Dickey and Charlie
Wilson.

Dickey's hometown church
Carolina Memorial Baptist, held ~
comrmsslOning service for her on
Sunday, Dec. 15. That provided a
formal send-off for her Ian. 20 re-
turn to China. She is bound for
Tai' An, ~ the Shandong province,
to work WIth the Amity Foundation
in helping teachers learn how to
teach English.

. ~ the Amity Foundation-------

FromPAGE1A
f974 East Davidson High SchO?I
graduate also spent three yearS m
China and two in Spain. When he
arrived in China in 1982-83, the
country had just opened up afld he
got lots of attention because he was
different.

He later crossed paths with mi-
nisters who were once students
Wilson worked with in semiflary·
They remembered him with
fondness.

"Although Charlie would not ~ll
you this himself, the relationsh!Ps
that we have in China are esserttIal-
ly due to the work that he has done
there," Dickey said. "He's been
there longer than any of the South-
ern Baptists who work there now."

Wilson called Dickey in 1991
because he knew she had taught
English to Chinese students while
completing her two-year Iour!1~y-
man training with the Foreign MIS-
sions Board. The Thomasville
native had completed that traiIJing
immediately after her graduation
from Wake Forest University. Sbe
later worked at the Foreign ~is-
sions Board office in Richmond,
Va., and took seminary classes in
Louisville, Ky. Wilson asked her to
return to China because he needed
to replace a teacher who was
leaving.

"Kim came over and did a won-
derful job in a teachers' college not
unlike she's going to now," Wilson
said.

The next year, Wilson went to
Spain to attend the Olympics in
Barcelona, the 1992 World's Fair
in Seville and help co-ordinate the
Foreign Missions Board's "Vision
'92."

Dickey took time out from
teaching to help run Wilson's lIong
Kong office while he served in
Spain. The office director trans-
ferred at that point to take another
position.

"So then for a while, Kim single-
handedly held that office together,
until I got back and we worked
together," Wilson said.

Both recognized the coincidence
of two Thomasville people wind-
ing up there and relying on each
other.

"People from Thomasville are
doing good around the world,"
Wilson said.

Mayor Hubert Leonard made a
similar comment at the City Coun-
ci\'s Dec. 16 meeting when he
mentioned Dickey's commission-
ing service.

"All of our citizens are outstand-
ing, and they are demonstrating
that allover the world," Leonard
told the audience at the City Coun-
cil meeting. "That makes me proud
to be a citizen of Thomasville and I
know each of you are, too."

Wilson said Susan Scarborough
of Thomasville also volunteered
last summer to help teach English
in China. Teachers are not expected
to be able to speak Chinese during
those six-week programs, he said.

The Chinese people are touched
and amazed by the charity of volun-
teers they see because so many of
their families struggle to survive
and have nothing extra to give.

Chinese primary schools lose I
mil.lion students each year because
their families cannot afford inci-
dental fees, which amount to
$12.50 inU.S. dollars Wilson said.
His CSI office curre~t1y supports
more than 100 students in the po<?r-
er parts of China and he.would like
to help more.

For -Thomasville residents who
want to help, Wilson is considering
a network for people to donate used
books and educational videos via
the library to be sent to help Chin-
ese learn English.

Dickey said she loves the Chin-
ese people. "In the same way that
Charlie was saying, his sense of
rightness about being there has sort
of evolved," she said. "We have
gifts and skills that are maybe more
meaningful there than anywhere
else."

The Amity Foundation, which
Dickey will serve (he next 3~
years, was formed by a nondenomi-
national group of Chinese Christ-
ians. So she will not have to be
quite as careful how she introduces
religious messages to curious
Chinese teachers.

But both Dickey and Wilson
have had to word their messages
carefully in the past. They let their
own lives serve as examples of ser-
vice, not for their own glory but to
glorify the God they serve.

"We can't do Christian witness,"
Wilson explained. "When someone
asks me why Icame, I can tell them
I came here to help you and to serve
as a good Christian because God
helped me."

When God wanted to share his
message with the world, he sent his
son to speak for him, Wilson said.
The Chinese do understand and re-
spect that concept.

Dickey's mother, Mary Lou
Dickey who directs the child care
program at Mills Home, sent her a
cloth manger scene Wring an ear-
lier Christmas season hen Dickey
was teaching English in China.

When her students carne to
Dickey's apartment, they helped
sew the Biblical figures and asked
questions about what part each
played. After Christmas, Dickey let
each student keep the figure they
had sewn.
. "So it was areallyniceopportun-
tty to get to tell that story in an in-
formal, meaningful way," she said.

That same year, Dickey had
asked members of Carolina Me-
morial to mail personal cards to her
200 students. She distributed those
cards to her excited classes on
Christmas Day.

"It was very telling a few days la-
ter when I was grading writing
journals," Dickey recalled. "On the
24th, one of the girls had written
'We're doing many things fo~
Christmas this year. We decided
even to hang stockings in our dorm
room on the end of our beds be-
ca_use ~s. is so ~un.Actually, we
think this IS a hobday for children.
We know that here in China our
dreams seldom come true so wish-
ing for things is not easy.' "

Dickey continued, "Then on the
25th, she wrote, 'This is the flrst
time that a dream ofmine has ever
come true. I. never thought that I
would get a gift froma foreigner.' "

All that girl hadreceived was a
card with her nameon it with two
U.S. holiday stampstucked inside
Wilson said '

:'BlI:tit ~as a gift beyond her irn-
agmanon, he Said."Not to over-
thC?logize,.but that' a pretty good
basis for dISCUssionof what hap-
pened at Christmas time. That a
precious gift carne frOID beyond the
~agmation and really personal-
tzt;? the love of God.

. And people candare to dream,"
WIlson added "Dreuns can come
.true because of that."



CAROLINA MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH, NOW CELEBRATING ITS SIXTY-SECOND YEAR

Church offers a variety of programs
By BETTY BRADSHAW
Special to The Times

The heritage and history of Carolina Memorial
Baptist Church turns our minds back in time. We find
stepping stones that have brought us to where we are
today and what we are doing today will provide the
stepping stones for the future.

Carolina Memorial Baptist Church is located at 422
Liberty Drive. The church was organized in 1930. In
the late 1920's, interested people in the Jewel Cotton
Mill community began home Bible studies. As a re-
sult, this group held a tent revival with the Rev. RL.
West as evangelist.

From these beginnings, a new congregation with
ten charter members called Rev. West their first pas-
tor. The first church building a one-room frame

building on Carolina Ave. valued at $2,500 on land
donated by Mr. Eugene Carter. In 1931 the church be-
came a member of the Liberty Baptist Association.

Now, sixty-two years later, Rev. Stuart White is
pastor and is leading the church into a new decade.
The church staff consists of: secretary, music directors
~d youth work~r. Daryl Triplett has been named Mi-
~lste~ of Education/Y outh. He will assume the posi-
tion m August.

.Carol~n~ Memorial has Sunday School, Disciple-
shi~ Training, Broth~rhood and Woman's Missionary
Umon. AIl four basic organizations have classes for
~ll age levels. On Sunday evenings there are special
mterest classes.

Two years ago when adjacent property became
See Church, PAGE
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They range front a Chil~n' s
Church, a Sunday morning : og-
ram for pre-schoolers through
grade 3, to the Senior Adults who
meet once a month. Between the
"little ones" and the "older ones,"
the church has an active children
and youth summer program di-
rected by Charlie and Cristie
White.

For the homebound members, a
tape of the Sunday morning service
is provided through the Tape Mi!l~-
stry, Volunteers in the church V1Slt
weekly in the homes of each home-
bound member

The Deacon' Family Ministry
plan, a new concept, will strength-
en the bond between all members.

On Wednesday evening, the dif-
ferent mission organizations for
pre-schoolers, children and youth
meet. The Prayer/Bible study hour
is led by Pastor White. Different
study topics and books are used.
We are presently in the study "Life
After Death."

As we meet in worship, praise
and fellowship, Carolina Memorial
Baptist Church is a church where
"Everybody is Somebody and Je-
sus is Lord."

FromPAGE8A
available, the church purchased it
for future expansion. This church
year the Sunday School attendance
mcreased 30 percent. During the
same time, 18.7 percent of the
budget went to missions with
$20,510 in designated
contributions.

The credit of any growth or sue-
Ct$S belongs to the congregation
where a spirit of cooperation and
progression exists. But the glory
and praise belongs to Jesus our
Lord.

Reaching people and seeing
them respond to Christ and nurtur-
ing believers is the primary aim of
the church.

Carolina Memorial has ordained
six men as ministers. Kim Dickey
is serving under the Cooperative
Service International program of
the Foreign Mission Board. She is
in her fourth year in China.

Since 1985, ten members have
served as volunteers in: Togo, Bra-
zil, Nevis, St. Eustatius, St. Martin
and Trinidad.

The most recent mission project
was to Ohio. Five men and six wo-
men left on July 4 as a construction!
help team and to conduct two
Backyard Bible Clubs daily in
Barnsville, Ohio. All the money to
fund the project was donated by in-
dividuals and groups in the church.

Other church ministries comple-
ment the basic church program.



Carolina Memorial Ba tist Church to celebrate Homecoming
Carolina Memorial Baptist

Church on Liberty Drive will 0b-
serve Homecoming services Sun-
day, with the morning service
featuring guest speaker the Rev.
Ken Miller, who is serving as inter-
im pastor at the church.

A covered-dish picnic lunch will
follow the service. Music f~ the
service is under the direction of
Mike Russell and Mary Lou Dick-

Sunday is also high-attendance
at Carolina Memorial.

, October 13, 1990
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Church to dedicate
new addition Sunday

Carolina Memorial Baptist
Church at 422 Liberty Dr. will de-
dicate its new 10,000 square-feet
addition Sunday, May 21, ina Day
of Celebration and Dedication.
The new building has two floors

with the top floor being a fellow-
ship hall and kitchen. The lower
level of the new building is the
preschool department. An elevator
makes for easier accessiblity to
both levels. Inaddition to the new
wing, the existing educational
building has been completely re-
novated and will be dedicated,
along with a new parking lot. The
approximate total cost of the con-
struction and renovation project is
placed at $800,000.

The Rev. Stuart White, minister
at Carolina Memorial Baptist, says
that the service of dedication of the
facilities will be observed during
the 11 a.m. worship service and
will be followed by a meal to be
prepared in the new kitchen and
served in the new fellowship hall.

The Rev. James Lambert, for-

mer pastor of Mills Home Baptist
Church, will be the guest speaker
for the moming service.
Following the luncheon, an

open house of the building will be
held from 2 to 4:30 p.m.
The new addition is Phase I of a

three-part plan for future church
expansion, with a new sanctuary
being Phase II. Eventually the
church hopes to build a family re-
sourcebuilding.
The church is currently con-

ducting two worship services on
sunday mornings, the first at 8:30
a.m. and the second at 11 a.m., to
accomodate its 690 members. Sun-
day school is at 9:45 a.m. each
sunday. The church has grown by
approximatel y 200 new members
duringthe last four years.
'!be Rev. Mr. White says that he

and the church congregation ex-
tendS a "cordial invitation" for
tIlembers of the community to )
sbare in the church's special day
onSunday.
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: Riddles to lead revival her
Pale and Gilda Riddle1)f

. Greensboro will lead revival
services beginning Sunday at
'Caroiina Memorial Baptist
Church on Liberty Drive.
Services will be held each
night through Saturday at

, 7:30.
The Riddles are both

graduates of Bluefield
College. Samford University
and Southwestern Baptist
Seminary. Both hold
master's degrees from
Southwestern. Dale Riddle
pastored a Southern Baptist
church in Texas for four
years prior to entering
evangelism.
In September 1977, the

Riddles moved to Green-
sboro and began the Dale and
Gilda Riddle Evangelistic
Association. They have two
children.
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WORK BEGINS ON NEW ADDITION TO CAROLINA MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Grading for a $600,000 addition to .c;u:an__naMemorial Baptist When construction Is completed the church will have anew
Church on Liberty Drive began last week and a house locatiid fellowship hall and Sunday school rooms. The construction
at the corner of Johnson and Liberty Drive was demolished project will also Include the remodeling of some existing

week to make room for the new addlton to the church. space In the church. A new parking lot will also be created.



/

CLIPPING SERVICE
1115 HILLSBORO

RALEIGH, NC 27603(!; TEL (919) 833-2079



I v5'f~ or u
The Thomasville Times

Thomasville, NC
D - 5,035 S - NO DATA

October 12, 2002

Russell honored at Carolina Memorial
Carolina Mem02~atLtist

~onore retiring
Music Minister Mike Russell
on Sunday, Sept. 28, with his
own special day to mark and
pay honor to his 31 years of
service to the church.
Russell, who grew up in

the Liberty Drive church,
and was always an active
participant ,in all church
activities, but he especially
enjoyed all forms of music.
When the job of Music Min-
ister came available, he hap-
pily assumed the responsibil-
itt Even though he is step-
ping down from his staff
position, he plans to remain
involved in the choir pro-
gram, but now just as a voice
singing the praises of his
Lord in the choir.
During the 11 o'clock ser-

vice, the Rev. Stuart White
paid tribute to Russell and

Mike Russell

gifts, including a love offer-
ing, were Presented from the
church by ~ob Harville and
Kirby Hoyle. Associate
Music Director Mary Lou

Dickey, presented Russell a
memory book.
Another of the special

day's activities included the
retirement of the" coach Rus-
sell's" choir robe by Natalie
Cumpton.
Bill York personalized the

lyrics to the song, "Thank
You For Giving to the Lord,"
and sang it for Russell. A dis-
play of pictures of "Mike
Through the Years" was also
set up.
Gifts for Russell included a

weekend trip to a bed and
breakfast inn for him and his
wife, Julie, from his choir
members, and a picture of
him made entirely of flowers
by Joan Darr.

The day ended with
friends and family joining
with members of the congre-
gation in a traditional Baptist
covered dish luncheon. '\ \.



"She's just out of the ordinary," he
said. "She's not afraid to try something
new to reach each individual kid, and
that's what makes a leader sometimes."

Williamson will be the first to tell you
the real credit goes to the children's cen-
ter and the other teachers like Charlotte
Snider, the first lead teacher she worked
with, and others that have supported her
through the years and taught her what
she knows.

But it's her students that inspire her
creativity.

"You learn the most from the chil-
dren," she said. "Each child is a different
challenge that you have to overcome."

Williamson, who graduated from
Elkin High School in 1971, never thought
she would be a teacher. She got the job at
BCH, the only job she has ever held, by
"luck."

"I was asked to substitute for one
See WILLIAMSON on

BAPTIST-AFFILIATED ~ENTERS li-I

Williamson named top child development teacher
iYCiiiRRIECE WRIGHT
TIle Dispatch

H~MAsVILLE - SylviaWilliamson
believes teachers have to do what
~ey haye to do to catch their stu-

dents attention e if . .- ven It means goingto the extreme of all .floor with th actu y getting on theem.
But it is her sp0ntan .

irreverent attitud eity and often
title of 'Teacher ~~t has ~on her the
Baptist Weekd e Year' by the N.C.
a statewide gr ay EdfucationAssociation,

oup 0 Bapti t affili dchild developm t s - ateen centers
In the nearly 16 . .

Willi' years that Sylviaamson has taught' th . ,Developmental C in e Children s
Child' enter at the Baptist

ren s Home (BCR) in Th vill
h h d omas e,seas eveloped a style all h"l hat b' . erown.ale emg mhibited When I teach '~she said. '
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year-olds on recognition of the alphabet
and the sounds each makes and recogni-
tion of numbers up to 20.The children
also work on social skills and small and
large motor skills.

"We're a teaching environment,"
Williamson said. "But they're learning
while they play."

Originally from Elkin, Williamson is
the youngest of seven c~dren with the
closet child to her age being a year and a
day older and an 18-year difference
between her and the oldest She
described herself as a tomboy growing
up, tagging along behind a brother who
was the closest to her mage.

'The rest of them always thought I
was too mean to play with," ~he laughed.

Williamson grew up playing horse-
shoes, touch football ~d bas~etball, then
turning around and going to Ice cream
socials with other neighborhood chil-
dren.

As she got older, she focused more of
her energy on her church, East Elkin
Baptist Church and now Carolina
Memorial Baptist Church, on Liberty
Drive.

But it is the energy she retains from
youth that plays a key role in her life as a
teacher.

"Youhave to be a child at heart to
work with children this age," she said.
"Youhave to get down on their level ...
get down on the floor and act silly yet
still be someone they can look up'to."

"She's very devoted to her career and
working with children," said Ron Wyatt,
an advertising sales representative for
The Dispatch and a father of one of
Williamson's former students. "I like the
way she thinks outside of the circle in
reaching out to the kids."

Wyatt said he remembers an incident
where Williamson painted her entire
classroom one solid color.

WilIiaClson named top teacher
. , Continued from page 1A

she said. The next day Mary Lou
Dickey called me and I:ve been
working full time since."

Prior to landing the job
Williamson, who constantly takes
continuing education courses at
Davidson County Community
College, was a stay-at-home mom
raising three children, Stephanie
Little, Michele Whitehead and her
youngest, Trey Williamson, a rising
senior at East Davidson High
School.

"I was in the position to work
after my son was old enough to go
to school," she said.

The most fulfilling moment of
~er ~eer has been watching the
inclusion of special needs children
in the classroom, a program for
which BCH is a model.

''We're one of the few that will
take in special needs children",

'Letyour faith in God lead you when you
teach to help teach in a way that is pleas-
ing to Him, because that's good for the
child. '

WilliaITIsonsaid. "It's because of us
that more day care centers are start-
ing to take special needs kids."

The saddest moment happened
about a week ago, when she lost a
child she taught for three years
when his family moved away.

"I intend to keep up with him

though," she said.
Her advice to teachers is to love

their job and their teaching meth-
ods.

"Let your faith in God lead you
when you teach to help teach in a
way that is pleasing to Him, because
that's good for the child."
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CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF CAROLINA MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH

(This is presented as vrritten by the present pastor of the
church, Rev. CarI Hemphill .)

The first recorded history of Carolina Memorial Baptist Church

Has presented at the annual meeting and appeared in the miClutesof the

Liberty Baptist Association in 1964. An updat.eof the history was

presented and became a part of the minutes in 1975. Now, eleven years

later we present another update of thp.church history.

According to the information received from an old record book

and by word of mouth, it seems that the church began in homes in the

JeHel Cotton Mill Gection of Thomasville but finally found a permanent

location in 1930 on property donated by Mr. Eugene Carter on Carolina

Avenue. It was named Carolina Avenue Baptist Church. The church re-

mained in that location until 1963 Hhen it moved and built a modern

building on the corner of Liberty Drive and Sunrise Avenue. The name

was then changed to Carolina Hemorial Baptist Church. Since 1930, the

church has been served by nine different pastors; ?'ichardlJestHas the

first and Carl Hemphill is the present pastor. It was noted that most

of the pastors served from hTO to three years except John Cox, who was

pastor for ten years, and the present pastor who has just passed his

twenty-ninth year.

Since history is still being "\ITitten, 1tTe "Jilllook mainly at the

achievements of the church during the past eleven years. A house and

lot that joined the parking lot was purchased and a building Has erected

for the bus and van. Nor-eparking space was also added.



HISTORIAN'S REPORT - 1986

LIBERTY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

In compliance with a resolution passed in 1959, the historian's

report to the association includes brief histories of the churches

hosting the annual meeting, with information furnished by the pastor

or a designated person from the host church.

Tuesday Evening Session: Carolina Memorial Baptist Church

Wednesday Morning Session: Hasty Baptist Church

and

Victory Baptist Church
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1981, on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the present pastor and his

wife, when the congr-gation pulled a great surprise and presented the

pastor and his wife a Grandfather Clock and a prepaid and preplanned

trip to Japan, Taiwan and Hong Kong, Hith the privilege of visiting

a missionary couple in Japan, Dr. and Hrs. C. F. Clark.

This Has wr i t.t.en by Carl Hemphill, the present pastor who has

completed twenty-nine years Hith the church that.is only fifty-six

years old.

Respectfully submitted,

Sara Knapp, Eistorian



Perhaps the things that are most noteworthy are the accomplish-
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ments that have affected the congregation of the church. A Senior

Citizen auxiliary was organized and is functioning we ll , A Children's

Church was added and is doing a great job with volunteer Horkers during

the eleven o'clock worship service. Other organizations that are

alive and well are the Brotherhood and HHU. The Brotherhood helped

in a financial way in building a church in Hest Virginia. They also

purchased an ox for the needy in Africa. The HMU and the Sunday School

sponsored a financial drive that raised $2,000.00 to send !-Irs.Evelyn

Reece to Togo, Africa. At the time of this wTiting, Evelyn and her

husband, Bill, are back in Togo with their expenses practically raised

by these organizations.

Another thing of great importance that has happened this year was

when one of the young ladies of the church, Kimberly Dickey, a graduate

of Wake Forest, felt the call of God and offered herself ae a Journey-

man of the Southern Baptist Convention to go to China. She is now in

Shanghai. Along with these happenings of particular people, the church

gave $36,000.00 to all mission causes last year and has been raising the

Cooperative Program $1,000.00 per year for the past several years. This

past year the church gave over $9,000.00 for the Lottie t·loonForeign

Mission Offering.

Wi th the many tangible things that are evidence of church gro1<Jth,

one thing is hardly ever recorded and that is the spirit of love and

cooperation among the people and the pastor. This was exe~plified in
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do for our community.
The Davidson County DARE

display included motorcycles,
trucks and other items to aid in
their drug and alcohol preven-
tion efforts. We are fortunate to
have a sheriff that takes such in-
terest in raising money for such
worthy programs.

The DARE volunteers are to
be commended for giving their
valuable time to help children
choose the correct path in life.
Parents' jobs are not made any
easier when society gives such
conflicting signals to our youth.
Advertisers are very crafty pro-
moting their products in a posi-
tive light to easily impression-
able young minds. Sometimes
even adults can't see through
these cleverly worded and pre-
sented messages.

Last, but not least, I personal-
ly would like to thank not only,
the volunteers of the church, but
the volunteers at every church
who rakes the rime to teach OUf
youth during vacation Bible
school. These men and women
spend weeks, sometime months
preparing their lessons so they
are both educational and enter-
taining. Teaching Christian va~-
ues to the youth in our com~u'
nity, these people are improving
everyone's quality of life for
years to come. May God truly
bless each one of you. Once
again, thank you for your time.

DWIGHT D. CORNELISO~ \
Thomasville '\

olunteers spur success·
Just wanted to write this letter
express my gratitude to the

people who helped makd
Memorial Baptisj

2001 vacation Biblfj
kickoff a success.

These people showed the tru~
spirit of volunteerism by helping
our youth raise funds for DARE
and other worthy causes. Many
thanks to the Davidson County
Sheriff's Department, the state
highway patrol, the Thomasville
Rescue Squad, the Thomasville
Fire Department, the Davidson
County D~RE unit, the parents
and all the people who came by
to participate in these events.

The North Carolina Highway
Patrol and Davidson County
deputies gave valuable demon-
str.ations on the proper use of
child safety seats. This is some-
thing every parent of small chil-
dren should see; it could save
your child Is life Someday.
.9ne o~ the most popular ex-

hIbits with the kids was the
Thomasville Fire Department's
ladder truck. The firemen on du-
ty t~at day took a sincere inter-
e.st m. the children and some-
tlm~s It was hard to tell who was
havmg the most fun - the fire-
men or the kids. Their kindness
to the children will not be soon
f?rgotten and was greatly appre-
ciated. The Thomasville Rescue
Squad also gave a demonstration
of Its equipment and kept the in-
terest of the kids. Thank yOU[of
your volunteerism and all yoLl



By Nick Maheras
STAFF WRITER

High Point area missionaries found
Jesus Christ alive and well in the
hearts and minds of the poorest South
Africans.
The mission team of six men from

four area
churches left
for Sou th

and returned Thurs-Africa May 6
day.
Patrick Moss, a member otAbbotts

Creek Missionary Baptist Church in
ffigfi Pomt, says he brought back
something as valuable as the help he

. volunteered to rebuild the Mogogelo
I. Baptist Church in Swaziland.

"The feeling that Igot is that we're
all one in Christ - whether we're black
or white," he says. "God doesn't see
skin color. The village was 100 percent
black, and at first, they really didn't
know how to take a white person. We
were accepted not as white men but as
brothers.
"I brought back a better love for

everyone, a better appreciation of
what somebody else has. They have
Christ just like I do. I don't see Him as
somebody else's God, or a white man's
God. They see Him as their God."
All except one of the churches re-

presented on the team are members of
the Liberty Baptist Association of
Davidson County.
Besides Abbotts Creek, other

churches which sent mission workers
were High Point Friends Meeting,
Liberty Baptist Church in Denton and
Carolina Memorial Baptist Church in
Thomasville.
"We rebuilt a church that had been

started, and people had lost interest in
it," says Matthew Dunn, another Ab-
botts Creek Missionary Baptist mem-
ber.
"We put new wiring and new lights

in, put a ceiling in it, repaired the roof,
made them a cross in the steeple area,
repaired the baptistry 'and made a
platform for a choir loft and a kneeling
bench." \.
The village of Mogogelo is about 130 .

miles from Pretoria in the territory of

Spedallo Enlerprise

"The feeling that I got is
that we're all one in Christ-
whether we're black or White.
God doesn't see skin color."

- Patrick Moss,
mission member

first time to Africa. It was wonderful-
beyond my ability to describe.
"It was wonderful to find that the

people accepted us just for what we
were. They didn't question our
truthfulness. They said we were the
first white people who had cotne to
them and show love regardless. We
came in Christian love and shared our
faith."
If there's one image that Dunn re-

calls Of Africa itself, it is the conti-
nent's sweeping expanses. .
"Just the vastness of it - you can ride

for miles and miles and miles," he says.
"It was just flat, rolling (land)."
After seeing the poverty in the

countryside, Moss says he's especially
grateful he lives in America.

"You take for granted what we have
here - nice houses, good roads and
clean water," he says. lilt was really
different. You could tell that it was
very poor."

. Swaziland in northeast South Africa.
The villagers were a mixture of Zulus
and Swazis, according to Dunn.
"Some of it was as I had expected,"

he says. "It was extremely poor. In
rural areas, there 'is extreme pover-
ty. .
"Some of them could speak English.

.Some spoke Afrikaan, and they speak
Swazi, their native language."
While the mission trip was about the

physical task of construction, it was
also about the spiritual labor of
evangelism. The missionaries found
the Africans receptive.
"I've been on several mission trips

before," says Dunn, "but this was my

Carl Huni, Craig Burris, Charles Reich install ceiling·-.__------' ..' '\ ,

t3 , )
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tist leader to return to hometown for reunion
By ANN BEARD
Homefront Editor

A high school class reunion and a speaking
engagement at the church where his father was
pastor for 33 years. wi~ bring Dr. Kenneth
Hemphill "home" again this weeken~l. .
As president of Southwestern Baptist Theologi-

cal Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, author of 11
books on religion and a much sought-after speak-
er at churches around the country, Ken Hemphill,
has traveled far from his Thomasville roots, but'
not from the boyhood lessons he learned here -
first as the son of the Rev. Carl and Ruby
Hemphill and next as a youth growing spiritually
at Carolina Memorial Baptist and academically at
Thomasville High School.
On Saturday night, Aug. 4, Hemphill and his

wife Paula will attend the 1966 Thomasville High
School Class Reunion, and on Sunday moming he
will bring the homecoming address at the 8:30
and 11 a.m. services at Carolina Memorial Baptist
Church. It is a homecoming service the church
traditionally holds in October, but when church
pastor Stuart White learned the preacher son of his
predecessor would be in town and available to
speak, he hastily rearranged the homecoming
schedule.
Speaking by phone from somewhere on the

Blue Ridge p;rkway last week, Hemphill was
obviously looking forward to his upcoming visit.
"We are real eJicited about it," he said. "It will be
a mini-family reunion. My mother is coming up,
my brother and sister are coming in and our
daughters will be there," he added.
The Hemphills have three daughters. Kristina,

who was born in when her father was

working on his doctorate of philosophy at Cam-
bridge University, and her husband are with the
International Mission Board in Richmond; Rachel
and her husband will soon head to Edinburgh,
Scotland, where he will work on a doctorate; and
Katherine will begin her senior year at Union Uni-
versity in Jackson, Tenn. this fall.
Hemphill's sermon will be based on one of the

chapters from his latest books ''The Names of
God." Centering around the topic "jehovah
Nissi" (the Lord is our banner), Hemphill says he
will preach on the sufficiency of God.
Published in April by Broadman and Holman

Publishers, "The Names of God," quickly sold out
and is now in its second printing. The author
explained that the book deals with 13 Old Testa-
ment names ascribed to God.
''The multiplicity of God's names reveals the

multiplicity of God," he said. And, he pointed out,
"Each name speaks to the various relationship of
God to his people.
''Those who know me only in a work relation-

ship might refer to me as Dr. Hemphill. People
who know me more personally usually call me
Ken. Only my children call me Daddy," he said as
a way of illustrating how each name implies a dif-
ferent relationship.
Hemphill has spent most of this summer in the

North Carolina mountains, finishing the manu-
script for his next book, 'The Prayer of Jesus,"
due out in November, visiting his mom in Burke
County, and giving about 30 telephone interviews
to newspapers conceming his latest book.
''The time away from the office has given me

the opportunity to do some writing and to make a

. FrJm PA~E 1A
swing of East Coast churches,"
he notes. He preached at Cal-
vary Baptist Church in Win-
ston-Salem a few weeks ago for
another homecoming of sorts. It
was there that he began his min-
istry as a youth pastor during his
years as an undergraduate stu-
dent at Wake Forest University.
This past weekend he preached
at Hilton Head, S.C., and he
recently spoke in Jackson, Miss.
Not many weekends go by

that he isn't preaching some-
where,
As chief executive officer of

the largest evangelical seminary
in the world and its professor of
evangelism and church growth,
he speaks on a regular basis at
chapel services held for the
4,000-member student body,
and is often asked to speak at
churches near and far to the
Southern Baptist Convention's
flagship seminary. In addition
he has often lectured at other
seminaries and universities.
Hemphill took the helm at

Southwestern Baptist Seminary,
which -produces 51 percent of
all Southern Baptist Convention
missionaries and 40 percent of
all SBC pastors, in 1994. Since
that time, enrollment has grown
more than 10 percent.
. Hemphill seems to have a way
with making numbers go up.
While pastor of the First Baptist
Church in Norfolk, Va. from
1981 to 1992, church member-
ship increased from 800 to more
than 5,000. That tenure was fol-
lowed by a two-year stint as
Director of the Southern Baptist
Center for Church Growth in
Atlanta from 1992 to 1994 when
he went to Southwestern.

This will be Hemphill's first
time back to attend a high
school class reunion, although
he did return for a reunion with
teammates of Thomasville
High's 1965 state championship
football team held before Coach
George Cushwa died.
Hemphill's football career

extended to the college level
when he earned a scholarship to
play for Wake Forest. He would
later trade in the athletic schol-
arship for an academic one once
his decision was made to enter
the ministry. After earning his
bachelor of arts degree in 1970,
he went on to eam a master of
divinity and doctor of ministry
degrees from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in 1972
and '73 and the doctor of phi-
losophy degree from Cam-
bridge University in 1976. He
preached at churches in Battle-
town, and Louisville, Ky., and
Galax, Va. before going to Nor-
folk in 1981.
In addition to "The Names of

God," his other books include
"Mirror, Mirror on the Wall,"
''The Bonsai Theory of Church
Growth;" "Growing an Evange-
listic Sunday School," "The
Official Rulebook for the New
Church Game," "The Antioch
Effect," and "Revitalizing the
Sunday Morning Dinosaur,"
He is also the author of four
other books plus numerous arti-
cles and chapters published in
collections.
Autographs copies of "The

Names of God" will be avail-
able at Carolina Memorial Bap-
tist Church following the Aug. 5
homecoming events.


