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~ Church Of The Week

~ast Fork Baptist Began In!1846
J
f

By Bill Norris
Staff Writer
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Back before there was a Tran-
sylvania County, East Fork Baptist
Church was organized as an arm of
Cathey's Creek Baptist Church when
folks living in the East Fork section
asked for dismissal from Cathey's
Creek due to the long travel
distances and impassable road con-
ditions that hampered attendance at
their home church.
Dismissal was granted from

Cathey's Creek and the new church
was formally constituted as "East
Fork of the French Broad River
Baptist Church" on June 13, 1846,
with 23 charter members. Elder
Robert Jordan was the first pastor of
the church, and Robert H. Gillespie
was the first church clerk.
The first structure that the church

used for worship services was a
small one constructed of logs and
was build about half a mile from
where the present sanctuary stands.
Loater, in November of 1871.- a
decade after Transylvania County
was chartered from a part of
Henderson County, the county
schoolhouse located nearby was us-
ed by both the Baptists and the
Methodists for worship services on
alternate Sundays. A committee
from each congregation had met and
agreed that neither would interfere
with the other during their schedul-
ed time of worship.
This ecumenical meeting of both

denominations took place until 1881
when the county authorized the con-
struction of a new schoolhouse that
apparently could not be used also as
a church sanctuary . In 1883, land
was secured near the present site to
construct a new house of worship. A
frame building was started there,
but was never completely finished.
In 1888 a building committee of

J.M. Cantrell, J.A. Galloway, and
M.W. Garren was appointed to :
secure funds for the construction of
a larger building. The· unfinished
frame building was dismantled and
sold, with the funds raised from
that project going into the building
fund.
That East Fork sanctuary was

completed in the late 18908,and was
used by the church until it was
destroyed by fire of undetermined
origin on Dec. 13, 1956, when the
Rev. Kermit Reese was serving as
pastor there.
That fire destroyed the sancutary,

but not the Christian spirit of the
East Fork congregation. After the
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East Fork Baptist Church stands today over the ashes of the previous sanctuary that was
destroyed by fire on Dec. 13, 1956.The first worship service in the present sanctuary was
held on May 19, 1957. (Times photo by Bill Norris)

use until the new sanctuary was
completed. The Ford cabin was
located on nearby Walnut Hollow
Road, and East Fork was delighted
to make use of the hospitality of-
fered by the Fords. The church
never missed holding worship ser-
vices after the fire, and while
waiting for the new sanctuary to be
completed much of the construction
work was done by the East Fork
members themselves during
weekends and evening hours when
they were not engaged in their
regular occupations.
The first service in the new sanc-

tuary was held on May 19,1957, with
the Rev. Reese presiding, and the
building was completely paid for
when it was put into use.
Baptismal services for new

members at East Fork are held
regularly in the East Fork branch of
the French Broad River -that flows
right beside the church. These ser-

vices are usually held several times
a year, but not during winter months
when frigid conditions prevail in the
creek.
Today, East Fork Baptist Church

has a membership of 200, and the
Rev. Vess Galloway is minister
there. He has served in that capacity
since the church called him in 1977.
Sunday school services are held at

East Fork each Sunday morning
starting at 10a.m. Morning worship
services are held there starting at 11
a.m., and evening worship services
are held the second and fourth Sun-
d~y of each month at 7:30 p.m,
Midweek prayer services are held
each Wednesday evening at 7 p.m.

fire had occurred in midweek, some
members of the congregation met at
the nearby barn of Burley Head,
where some old church benches
were stored and carried them back
close to where the ashes of the old
edifice were. On Sunday morning,
outdoor worship services were held
there with approximately 75
members attending.
It was during this inspirational

outdoor service that Calvin Raxter
and his wife Beulah joined East
Fork Baptist Church, and they have
been loyal and devoted members
there ever since. Plans were also
discussed that morning to build a
new sanctuary on that same spot,
under the guidance and direction of
the Rev. Kermit Reese.
While the new building was under

construction, church services were
held in a two-story cabin that the
late John Ford and his wife, Lucy,
had insisted that the congregation


