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r> ,, Falls Chi1rcl1 Central Baptist 
'I11e finance committee was composed or W. H. Conner, 

chairman; Glenn Lineberry, Aster Kennedy, M. R. Jordan, 
Clyde Hedgecock, Charlie Baldwin and T. C. Phillips. 

A decision was made lo move lhe church site from lhe Old 
Worthville Road to a new localion 011 Highway 49A next lo· the 
school building. On March 4, 1951 the congregation purchased 
!he home of Miss Bessie Rollins and an adjacent lot for a new 
church building. 

The building was started in the summer of 1954 with S. E. 
Trogdon as general contractor. It was estimated that the 
building would cost bet ween ~43,000 and $46,000. 

The Rev. G. F'. Settlemyre served as pastor during the 
entire period of lhe planning and building or lhe new structure. 

The handsome new lwo story structure, consisting of a 
sanctuary and 14 classrooms was completed and occupied in the 
spring or 1955. 

It was a glorious day on Sunday, Nov. 19, 1961 as the con 
gregation gathered for ;i mortgage-burning ceremony, celebrat 
ing the payment of the final indebtedness. 

Participating were the church pastor, the Rev. Billy Young; 
the hoard of trustees, Cleveland Kennedy, chairman. Paul Wiles 
and J. C. Poole; and the board of deacons, Turner Wilt>s. chair· 
man, Cleveland Kennedy, Neil Conner, H. I. Wiles and Elwood 
Hughes. 

111e Rev. John C. Mangum <lCCl'pled a call as pastor or the 
church in 1%3 anr] h;1~ served during another period of excep 
tional growth. More recently, in November of this year, Mack 
Strider joined the church 11s director of yo.11th and music. 

Now wilh a membership of approximately 350, lhe church 
continues lo expand. A stately steeple was added to the sanc 
tuary some three years ago. A new parsonage, localed beside 
the church, was occupied by lhe pastor And his family on Jan. 
7, l9G6. And some three years ago a Fellowship Building was 
constructed al the rear of lhe church property. It houses a 
fellowship hall, kitchen and rest rooms for church functions. 

All of lhe improvements have been paid for and the church 
plant is deht free. 

Currently serving as trustees are Cleveland Kennedy, .Ine 
Brantley and Claude Poole. Deacons are Zeh Davis, W. T. In 
gold, Elwood Hughes, Joe Brantley and Ed York. 

Shortly hefore the tum of the century, in 1892, the Rev. G. 
L. Merrill began meeting with a group of people in lhe old 
school house in Central Falls. 

There were only a few families in lhe beginning, but as the 
number grew they decided lo form a church lo lie known as the 
Central Falls Baptist Church, and to construct a church build 
ing. 

'I11e movemenl was spurred by an energetic young preacher 
by the name of Jimmy Jordan who came l'rom Franklinville lo 
worship with Preacher Merrill and his people. 

The Rev. Mr. Jordan look lhe initiative in raising f1111ds and 
he traveled extensively around the counl ryside. H those he 
visited had no money he accepted contributions of chickens, 
eggs, huller or other conunodilics. 

Elvin Osborne was awrudcd the cont rad to build the church 
and work progressed as there was money on hand. When lhe 
money ran out the work would slop until more money was 
raised. 

Jn the year, 1893, one year alter the organization of the 
congregation. the church was completed and the people met 
with representatives from Franklinville Baptist Church in order 
to raise other funds needed and also lo dedicate the church. 

The Rev. Mr. Jordan passed the hat and slopped when lhe 
desired amount was reached. 

111e original church building sl<•Hi for 40 years hefore it was 
painted. Apparently lhe early enthusiasm generated by lhe 
Rev. Mr. Jordan waned. 

In 1933 Rev .. J. A. Cox became pastor of the church and one 
of his first acts was lo k;1d the cnngrPgalio11 in a program ·of 
renovating the church building. The structure was pai11led in 
side and out. The choir floor was raised and cu1 tai11s inslallecl. 

Jn the pre war year of 19~7 the rnemliel'ship o[ lhe church 
numbered only 33. 

But anolher revilalilation progrnm J.pg;in i11 April of 1948 
which slarlecl the growlh of the church which has become one 
of the mosl vital in lhe county. 

A building fund was slal'led aml the sc<"ond S11nd;iy in each 
month was designated for contributions for a new center of 
worship. 

In Seplemher, 1950 a building ronunillre wns sclcclecl to 
begin making definite pl<111s. Scrvi11g were W. M. Lincherry, 
ch11irman; Clcvel;ind Kcnn('dy, .J. C. Poole, Charles Williams, 
Zeh Davis, Turner Wiles and fl. L. Wiles. 
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Jormal Program Ends· ·Indebtedness 

Note-Burn.ing Ceremony 
:By Central · Falls . Bapt1 

By RALPH L. BULLA 
A MORTGAGE burning oc 

curred at the Central Falls 
Baptist Church Sunday, six 
and one half years following 
the occupancy of the stately 
n:ew building. 
The paid note, clearing the 

final indebtedness on the 
building, was burned in a s 

brief ceremony at the begin 
ning of the morning worship 
servtce. 
Participating . were the . 

church pastor, Rev. Billy 
·y9ung, the board· of trustees, 
composed of Cleveland Ken 
nedy, chairman, Paul · Wiles 
and J. c. Poole, and the 
board of deacons, composed 
of Turner Wiles, chairman, 
Cleveland Kennedy, Neil Con 
ner, R. L. Wiles and Elwood 
Hughes. 
First plans for a new build 

ing were made: by the Central 
Falls Baptists on ' April 10, 
1948. A building ·fund was 
started at that time and the 
second Sunday in each month 
was set aside for· the purpose 
of raising money for the erec 
tion of the proposed new 
building. 

On November 12, 1950, a 
building committee and a 
finance committee were 
elected to further pursue 
the idea of the new build 
ing. 
Members of the building 

committee were .W. M. Line 
berry, chairman, .' Cleveland 
Kennedy, J. c. Poole, Charlie 
W!lliams. Zeb Davis, Turner 
Wiles and R. L. Wiles. 
The finance committee was 

composed of W. H. Conner, 
chairman, Glenn . Lineberry, 
Aster Kennedy, M. R. Jordan, 
Clyde Hedgecock, Glenn Line 
berry, Aster Kennedy, M. R. 
Jordan, Clyde Hedgecock, 
Charlie Baldwin and T. C. 
Phllllps. ' 
It was decided by the 

church congregation in Janu 
ary, 1951, to let the contract 
for the building of the new 

· church to S. E. Trogdon, gen 
eral contractor, who estimat 
ed that the cost of "the build- 

, 
.. ·' ..... •. ·· .. ' 

CENTRAL FALLS CHURCH-Members of the Central Falls Baptist Church, pictured above 
cleared indebtedness on the structure and Sunday formally observed this accomplishment in a 
special ceremony. Whot9_by Ralph L. Bulla). 

ing would befrom - $43,000 to . . 
$46 000 · during the entire period ot 

' · the planning and the building 
ON MARCH 4, 1951, the of the newstructure. 

home of Miss Bessie Rall!ns 
and an adjacent lot was A two-story structure with 
purchased, the house to be a. basement, the building con 
used as a parsonage and the slsts of an auditorium and 14 
adjacent lot to be used for' the class rooms. Many of the class 
site of the new church build- rooms have been finished and 
in · palnted by the varlous class 
g. groups since. the occupancy of 
This site is located on the building. 

1 Highway 49A next to the 
school building and just on 
the southern outskirts of 
the village. T'le old church 
building was located on the 
old Worthvllle road. 

Society, Neil Conner is super 
intendent of the Sunday 
School and Douglas Walton is 
director of the Training Un 
ion. 

About two years ago new 
pews were purchased and a 
llght green carpet was laid in 
the aisles and at the front of 
the sanctuary. 

It was in the year 1892 that 
a preacher by the name of G. 
L. Merrill began meeting with 
a congregation of people at 
the old school house In Cen 
tral Falls. This was the be 
ginning of the Central Falls 
Baptist Church. 

However. the building was Rev. Billy Young came to 
not actually started until the . the pastorate !!f the Central 

I summer of 1954. The first Falls Baptist Church in 
worship service in the new February, 1961. He is at 
church building was held on tending the Fruitland Bible 
the first Sunday in May, 1955. Institute as a student. 

Rev. G. F. Settlemyre serv- Mrs. Paul Wiles is president 
ed.as pastor of the church of the Woman's Missionary 

The number was few in the l 
beginning and In the Sunday 
School Methodist literature 
was used. It was when a 
preacher by the name of Jim- 

. my Jordan came from Frank-1 
llnville to worship with Mer- 



Held 
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1 church and to also dedicate . 
I-the church. ' , 
I In taking up the collection 
~·for this purpose, the Rev. Mr. 
Jordan stopped when the de- 

1 , sired amount was, reached, 
'announced that , enough 

' money had been raised and 
Iald the hat in which he had 
taken the money up in the 
lap 'Of a small girl Jn the con 
gre'gation, by the name of 

f Nora Rollins: · · · ~· This small girl later became 
the wife of Rev. Jeff Lanning, 
pastor of the Central Falls 
Baptist Church in, the year 
1916. A sister of Mrs. Lanning, 

·Mrs. Addie Rollins, 82 years 
, or age, is presently a member 
or the Central Falls Baptist I Church congregation. · .. • . ' 

, THE CHURCH was evident 
ly not as progressive during 
the first year of Its existence 
as it has been in the latter 
year.s, because the church 
building stood for 40 years 
before it was painted. When. 
the Rev. J .. A. Cox came to 

~ the pastorate, of the church. in 
. [ · 1933, he led the, congregation 

I in painting the church ins.lde and out, in addltlon to raising 
the choir floor and placing 

t
. curtains around ·the choir. 

. The .total Improvements at 
that time cost $300, with no 
indebtedness being placed 
the church. 
·In 1937,• membership of 
the church was 33. Present 
n;tembership ~s 249. 
Thus, the Central 

Baptist Church, "after pro 
gressing slowly for many 
years following it.s organiza 
tion has grown stronger dur- ing 1the 

latter years of Its 
existence. The revitalization 
of the church's growth actu 
ally began back in April, ·1948 
when the plans were Initiated 
for the imposing new build 
ing which was cleared of debt 
with the burning of the mort- 
gage on last Sunday. 

"Ii 1:. ,_,7-. ~ 
.( ~ :,ol: ' .... ~ ·tti~." 

..... ,.. ~ \'"j;,,-~ .. ~ ... 
v~ r .i;,...;.....-~ .... ,.- .. -.,; .......... ~~·*'-~ 

· -·-- -----·-·· ........ t r ee tral Falls Baptist church, stands in the 
THEY BURN NOTE-Rev .. Billy Young.spas or on th~ indebtedness of the church last Sunday. 
left forefront at the burning of th~~ortf:~f ~onner Paul Wiles Cleveland Kennedy, Elwood 
Others, left to right, are Turnerbe 1 e~, the1 board of deacons and the board of trustees. (Photo Hughes and Claude Poole, mem rs o e . , 
By Ralph L. Bulla) . I 

1 a strong wind arose and blew 1 rlll and his people that a de- thereafter unable to attend down the southeast side of 1 
cision was made to build a the services of the church. the building. ' 
church. 

The Rev. Mr. Jordan took 
the initiative in the raising 
of funds. He traveled 
around the countryside, to 
Ash e b or o , Franklinville, 
Star, Biscoe and other 
places, in the collection of 
funds for the building. 
If the folks did not have 

money to give him, he would 
take chickens, eggs, butter or 
anything which they would 
give him towards the erection 
of a building. Mrs. Delphlna 
York gave $100 towards the 
building but was confined to 
her bed for two years and 

Elvin Osborne was given 
the contract to build the 1 

church and as the Rev; Mr. 
Jordan would collect the 
money, lumber would be 
bought and the carpenters 
would work, When the money 
would run short, the work 
would stop until more money 
was raised. 

• • • 
AN INCIDENT happened 

during the construction of 
the church which tested the 
newly formed congregation. 
After the framing of the 
church had been put in place, 

This was d i s a s tr o u s 
enough within itself but to 
make matters worse, ·the 
people in the. community 
began to tease the Rev. Mr. 
Jordan, saying that the 
Baptists could stand water 
but that they could not 
stand the wind. 

B-The Courier-Tribune, Asheboro, N. C., Thurs., Nov. 23, 1°961 

In the year 1893, one year 
following the beginning of 
the church congregation, the 
church building was complet 
ed and the people met with 

I representatives from the 
Franklinville Baptist Church 

1 to raise the additional money 
which was neec;led for_t~ 
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Central Falls 
Shortly before the turn of lhe century, in 1892, the Rev. G. 

L. Merrill began meeting with a group of people in the olCI 
school house in Central Falls. 

There were only a few families in the beginning, but as the 
number grew they decided to form a church to be known as the . 
Central Falls Baptist Church, and to construct a church build- · 
ing. 

'The movement was spurred hy an energetic young preacher 
by lhe name of Jimmy Jordan who came from Franklinville' to 
worship with Preacher Merrill and his people. 

The Rev. Mr. Jordan took the initiative in raising funds and 
he traveled extensively around lhe countryside. If those he 
visited had no money he accepted contributions of chickens, 
eggs, butter or other commodities. 

Elvin Osborne was awarded the contract to build the church 
and work progressed as there was money on hand. When the 
money ran out the work would slop until more money was 
raised. 

In the year, 1893, one year after the organization of the 
congregation, the church was completed and· the people met 
with representatives from Franklinville Baptist Church in order 
to raise other funds needed and also to dedicate the church. 

The Rev. Mr. Jordan passed the hat and stopped when the 
desired amount was reached. 

The original church building stood for 40 years before it was 
painted. Apparently the early enthusiasm generated by the 
Rev. Mr. Jordan waned. 

In 1933 Rev. J. A. Cox became pastor of the church and one 
of his first acts was to lead the congregation in a program of 
renovating the church building. The structure was painted in 
side and out. The choir floor was raised and curtains installed. 

Jn the pre-war year of 1937 the membership of the church 
numbered only 33. 

But another revitalization program began in April of 1948 
which started the growth of the church which has become one 
of the most vital in the county. · 

A building fund was started and the second Sunday in each 
month was designated for contributions for a new center of 
worship. 

In September, 1950 a building committee was selected to 
bczin making definite plans. Serving were W. M. Lineberry, 
chairman: Cleveland Kennedy, J. C. Poole, Charles Williams, 
Zeb Davis, Turner Wiles and R. L. Wiles. 

----'l"'~ 

Baptist Church 
The finance committee was composed of W. H. Conner, 

chairman; Glenn Lineberry, Aster Kennedy, M. R. Jordan, 
Clyde Hedgecock, Charlie Baldwin and T. C. Phillips. 

A decision was made to move the church site from the Old 
Worthville Road to a new location on Highway 49A next to the 

. school building. On March 4, 1951 the congregation purchased 
-the home of Miss Bessie Rollins and an adjacent lot for a new 
church building. 

The building was started in the summer of 1954 with S. E. 
Trogdon as general contractor. It was estimated that the 
building would cost between $43,000 and $46,000. 

The Rev. G. F. Settlemyre served as pastor during the 
entire period of the planning and building of the new structure. 

The handsome new two-story structure, consisting of a 
sanctuary and 14 classrooms was completed and occupied in the 
;~ring·of 1955. - ' · - -·· • • ··- ·- · 

It was a glorious day on Sunday, Nov. 19, 1961 as the con 
gregation gathered for a mortgage-burning ceremony, celebrat 
ing the payment of the final indebtedness. 

Participating were the church pastor, the Rev. Billy Young: 
the board of trustees, Cleveland Kennedy, chairman. Paul Wiles 
and J. C. Poole; and the board of deacons, Turner Wiles. chair 
man, ;c1eveland Kennedy,· Neil Conner, R. I. Wiles and Elwood 
Hughes. 

The Rev. John C. Mangum accepted a call as pastor of the 
church in 1%3 and has served during another period of excep 
tional 'gro~!h. More recently, in November of this year, Mad~ 
Strider joined the church as director of youth and music. 

Now with a membership of approximately 350. the church 
continues to expand. A stately steeple was added to the sane 
tuary some three years ago. A new parsonage, located beside 
the church, was occupied by the pastor and his family on Jan. 
7, 1966. And some' three years ago a Fellowship Building was 
constructed at the rear of the church properly. It houses a 
fellowship hall, kitchen and rest rooms for church functions. 

All of the improvements have been paid for and the church 
plant is debt free. 

Currently serving as trustees are Cleveland Kennedy, Joe' 
Brantley and Claude Poole. Deacons are Zeb Davis, W. T. In 
gold, Elwood Hughes, Joe Brantley and Ed York. 
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in his mid-40s who lifts weights 
in his spare time, laughs when 
he repeats a comment he's often 
heard from the skateboarding 
crowd: "Man, you don't even act 
like a preacher." 

Perhaps that's because 
Collingwood's also a skate 
boarder from way back - way 
back when kids made their own 
skateboards by taking the 
wheels off a pair of old skates 
and nailing them to a rectangle 
of plywood. And, the truth is, he 
even hops on a board sometimes 
these days. But he steers clear 
of the fancy moves. 

"I don't do no tricks," he said, 
grinning. "I'm just a cruiser." 

cll~rch reaCheS ·out tolSlatebOarders 
COLUMN Central Fal~ Bap 

tise'Cliurch looks like 
· ffiiiiiy Of :Rru:;dolph 
County's numerous 
houses of worship: It's 
a solid brick structure 
topped by a white 
steeple topped by a 
cross. 

What sets it apart 
- and what might 
make many passersby 
do a doubletake - are 
several skateboard 
ramps set up in the 
church's parking lot. 

And, if the passers 
by pass by at the right 
time - usually on evenings, es 
pecially weekends, although . 
sometimes in the early morning 
- they're likely to see guys fly 
ing up and off the ramps and 
zipping around the white-lined 
asphalt on their four-wheeled 
boards. The well-lit parking lot 
allows the fun to continue long 
after the sun goes down, too. 

The idea, said the church's 
pastor, Dale Collingwood, is not, 
of course, to attract the atten 
tion of everyday motorists who 
travel up and down Old Liberty 
Road, but to catch the eye (and 
ears) of young people - skate 
boarding young people who've 
been chased away from parking 
lots all over Asheboro and be 
yond. 

Word spread fast that there's 
a church that not only allows 
skateboarding, but encourages 
it, Collingwood said. On one re 
cent evening, the good preacher 
counted 27 fellows on skate 
boards - and a host of specta 
tors enjoying the show. 

Collingwood said churches 
used to be centers in their re 
spective communities, where 
folks gathered for fellowship 
and recreation, but they're not 
so much anymore. And, he 
added, statistics show that 
churches are "losing a genera 
tion" because they do not reach 
out to meet the needs and inter 
ests of young people. 

"It's not that the church is 
conforming to the world," 
Collingwood said. "It's just 
opening its doors." 

If the truth be told, however, 
it was Jordan Collingwood, son 
of the preacher man, who got 
the skateboard rolling. 

The Collingwood family - 
Dale; wife, Kathy; daughter, 
Kimberly, who's a senior at 
Eastern Randolph High School; 
and Jordan, an ERHS sopho 
more - moved to Central Falls 
from West Oakboro Baptist 
Church in Albemarle a little 
more than five years ago. Jor 
dan, who was 11 at the time, 
enjoyed riding his board. 

"I guess when we moved here 
and he saw all this pavement, 
wheels came to mind," said 
Kathy Collingwood. 

So, first there was young Jor 
dan, solo skateboarding behind 
the church. Before too long, one 
of Jordan's friends joined him. 
Later, a friend of a friend heard 
about the action and showed up. 
Finally, some guys driving past 
the church one day saw the 
skateboarders, stopped, and ... 
well, the news was out. 

The ramps were set up about 
six months ago. There are also 
signs that warn: "Not Responsi 
ble For Accidents." The rules are 
simple: Keep the parking lot 

Chip 
Womick 

clean. Keep the lan 
guage clean. Ab 
solutely no alcohol. 
And move the ramps 
off the parking lot 
before leaving on 
Saturday night, so 
church members can 
park Sunday morn 
ing. 

Naturally, some 
parishioners were 
skeptical about 
skateboarding and 
skateboarders invad 
ing church property 
at first. But most 
support the activity 

said Collingwood, srrliling. "I 
feel like you've got this kind of 
facility, you ought to use it. 
Where else would you rather 
have them than right here on 
the church grounds?" 

One church member has do 
nated money to buy cold drinks 
for .the fellows. (According to 
Jordan, there haven'[ been any 
female skateboarders yet.) Oth 
ers have helped get ramps built 
~ or built them. On Wednesday 
nights, yet another church 
member visits with the skate 
boarders, reading a bible verse 
or two and chatting for 10 or 15 
minutes. 

"We're hoping it's going to de 
velop into a little more than . 
that," Collingwood said, "but it's 
still in its evolutionary stage." 

The church plans to host a 
skateboarding tournament this 
summer, complete with prizes. 
And the ladies of the church are 
going to feed the skateboarders. 

Collingwood, a muscular man 

now. 
Just last week, Collingwood 

received a mailing from a com 
pany suggesting that it would 
be a good outreach for the 
church to incorporate skate 
boarding facilities on church 
property - and offering to in 
stall them. 

"I knew I was doing it right," 

••• Ramseur resident Chip 
Womick's 'Rambling in Ran 
dolph' is published each Thurs 
day in The Courier-Tribune. 
You can contact him by calling 
626-6122 or at <cwomick@couri- 


