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Cerro Gordo Baptist nearing 100 
This week, our series on local church histories continues with the Cerro. 

~hurch. As we mentioned last week, the institution of 
religion seems tOiJewel-t-and strong in Columbus County. It's always 
interesting to look back on the early days and see how it all began. The 
following is a brief history of Cerro Gordo Baptist. 

The Cerro Gordo Baptist Church was organized on October 14, 1906. 
Rev. C. Stanley was moderator, and Elisa Jernigan was clerk. Rev. C.W. 
Barnes served the church as pastor from 1906 to 1908. 

For two or three years, services were held in an old, two-room 
schoolhouse that was located about I 00 yards east of the site of the first 
church. On June l, 1909, a building committee was elected to supervise 
the construction of a church. In April, 1910, a new pastor, Rev. Charles 
C. Smith, became chairman of the committee. 

For a short time in 1910, the congregation met at the Methodist 
church. Preaching took place on the first and third Sundays; Sunday school 
was held in the afternoon. 

The new church was built on a lot donated by Penelope Coleman. J.E. 
Thompson was the contractor. He was paid $810 for the total project, 
which was completed in 1911. Rev. Methuel Stephens was probably the 
first pastor to serve in the new church. His salary was $150 per year. 

A large bell was purchased by the church in April, 1912. it was rung 
each Sunday morning to announce the beginning of the services. In 1914 
the total church membership was ninety-three. 

In 1936, the Rev. W.G. Russell became pastor. He served in that 
capacity until September, 1939. Much growth took place during these 
three years. Three Sunday school rooms were added upstairs. 

Charlie E. Brisson served the church as pastor from 1950 until 1966. 
He was dearly loved and respected by his congregation and the entire 
community. After his retirement he continued to make Cerro Gordo his 
home. 

On January 26, 1953, plans were made to enlarge the Sunday school. 
The lot for the additional building was given by Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Bullock, Sr. Construction began immediately and the project was 
completed in March, 1954. 

Church membership continued to grow, and soon the need for a larger 
sanctuary was realized. A committee was appointed to investigate the 
possibilities of remodeling the auditorium. After careful study, the 
committee recommended that the church abandon any plans for renovation 
and build a new church. 

Arthur W. Williamson presented the church with a plot of land, located 
in the town of Cerro Gordo between the railroad and U.S. 76. 

A Georgian style of architecture, featuring stained-glass windows, a 
high steeple, and massive white columns, was chosen for the new church. 
The new church was completed in 1960. 
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Cerro Gordo Baptist Honors Volunteers 
their uniforms' and t~I 
receive remembrances and 
will be served dinner on the 
grounds after the 11 a .m. 
service. The Rev. Paul 

Cerro Gordo Baptist 
,Church will hold special 
services Sunday, March 13, 
when it hosts the Cerro Gordo 
Rescue Squad and the Cerro 
Gordo Fire Department and 
their families to honor them 
all, members and families, in 
appreciation for their ser 
ices to the community, both 

Cerro Gordo · and 
=hout the county. 

will attend in 

Bruce, pastor, will make a 
presentation to Glinn 
Thompson, fire chief and 
rescue squad chief. 
Along the idea of honoring 

Warsaw-Fa;fo;' N:'"e""w""s_...., _ _,_,_ 
Waynesville Mountaineer 
Weldon: Roanoke News 
Wendell: Gold Leaf Farmer 
W. Jefferson: Sky.land Post 
\Olhiteyille: News-Report~ 
Williamston: Enterprise 
Wilmington: Journal 
Windsor: Bertie Ledger-Advance 
Yadkinville: Yadkin Ripple 
Yanceyville: Caswell Messenger 
Zebulon Record 

those who serve, the theme 
for the services will be the 
humanitary acts of Jesus and 
the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. 
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Floyd Harrelson rests in one of the many antique chairs he re 
finishes in his shop. Cerro Gordo Baptist Church is selling raffle 
tickets for one of the chairs and will auction several others at 
their fall festival. Raffle tickets ore available this week at the 
Columbus County Fair or at the church. 

Cerro Gordo Baptist events will benefit 
'Operation Christmas Child' project 

rro Gordo Ba tist C 
is gearmg up or t e ristmas 
season. At the top of their list is 
their annual shoebox ministry, 
affiliated with Operation 
Christmas Child. The ministry is 
coordinated by Samaritan's 
Purse. 

In order to make the mission 
a success, church members be 
gin preparing early in the year, 
gathering toys and supplies for 
the boxes. All members can par 
ticipate in the ministry. While 
some pack and wrap boxes, oth 
ers provide empty boxes, items 
to go inside, money for shipping 
or simply their prayers. 

Last year, the church set a 
goal of 300 boxes and was happy 
to exceed that with 323. This 
year, the goal is 400 boxes and 
once again, they hope to see the 
number rise. 

In order to achieve their goal, 
many efforts are underway to 
raise the money needed for the 
boxes and shipping. 

This week, the church has a 
booth at the Columbus County 
Fair. Visitors can purcha a r - 

fle ticket for a beautiful antique 
chair refinished by church 
member, Floyd Harrelson. The 
chair is on display as well as cal 
endars, Pizza Hut Gold Cards, 
and tickets for a church supper 
for sale. 

Oct. 19 from 9 a.m. until 9 p.m. 
the seniors of the church, "The 
Joy Club" will participate in a 
rock-a-thon. The public can visit 
them as they rock. A spaghetti or 
chicken bog dinner will be 
available from 5-9 p.m., eat-in or 
carry-out. The cost is $5 per 
plate. 

Oct. 31, beginning at 6 p.m. 
the church will sponsor its an 
nual fall festival with the theme 
"Jungle Fest." A drawing will be 
held for the raffle tickets sold at 
the county fair and there will be 
an auction on several other 
chairs donated by Floyd Harrel 
son. Games, food, and fun will be 
available for the young and the 
young-at-heart. 
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WMU Session To Be 
Held In Cerro Gord 

Cerro Gordo Baptist 
Church will host the "mlTh 
annual session of Woman's 
Missionary Union of 
Columbus Baptist 
Association on Tuesdav 
April 4. The meeting ~i 
members from 46 churches 
will begin at 6:00 p.m. with a 
covered dish supper. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Peal Williamson 
WMU director in Cerro Gord~ 
Baptist Church, says her 
members will provide 
dessert, bread and beverage. 
Others attending are 
reminded to bring one 
covered dish. 
After the evening meal, the 

program will begin at 7: 00 
p.m. Dr. Nathan Brooks, who 
has recently retired as 
director of division of church 
programs for the North 
Carolina Baptist State 
Convention, will be the main 
spcaxer. He served in this 
capacity from 1966 through 
1976. He pastored in many 
areas of the South previously. 
The program includes 

special music by the Hand 
beU Choir of Whiteville, First 
Baptist Church, under the 
direction of Mrs. Carol Greer. 
Program theme will be 

DR. NATHAN BROOKS 
"Teach Missions: To be, To 
do". Presiding will be the 
assistant WMU director, Mrs. 
Donald Prevatte. 
New officers for WMU in 

Columbus association for 
1978-'79 will be elected and 

'installed during the business 
session. 
All members of WMU and 

prospects, pastors and their 
wives, and other interested 
persons from the 46 churches 
in the association are urged 
to attend. 

_Chadbourn: Columbus Co. News. 
Charlotte Post 
Cherokee: One Feather 
Cherryville Eagle !"\ 
China Grove: S. Rowan Tilms ~) 
Clarkton: Southea.stern Times 
Clayton News 
Clemmons Courier 
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Cerro Gordo Church Sets Spring Revival 
,}91 

Cerro Gordo Baptist Church has scheduled to start at 7:30. 
scheduled its spring revival for 
March 10-14 with the Rev. Dan 
Deaton of Tabor City Baptist 
Church as its scheduled guest 
speaker. Sunday services begin at 
7 p.rn., with weeknight services 

There will be special music at 
each service. 
The Rev. Herman Goodin, 

pastor, and congregation invite the 
public to attend. 



Plans Revival 
There will be a revival at 

Cerro Gordo Baptist Church 
Sunday, Oct. 15, through 
Friday, Oct. 20, with services 
nightly at 7:30. 
The guest evangelist will be 

Jim Fanning of Aileen, S.C. 
He will also speak at the 11 
a.m. service Sunday, Oct. 15. 
There will be special 

singing nightly, and a nur 
sery will be provided. 
The Rev. Ken Carvalho, 

pastor, and the congregation 
invite the public to attend. 
The church is located in 
Cerro Gordo. 

Split peas are called such 
because they are actually 
split during processing ~ a 
machine breaks them in half 
after their skins have been 
removed. 
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Sets Spring Revival 
Cerro Gordo Baptist Church has 

scheduled its spring revival for 
March 10-14 with the Rev. Dan 
Deaton of Tabor City Baptist 
Church as its scheduled guest 
speaker. Sunday services begin at 
7 p.m., with weeknight services 
scheduled to start at 7:30. 
There will be special music at 

each service. 
The Rev. Herman Goodin, 

pastor, and congregation invite the 
public to attend. 
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