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East Tay.
Baptist to
hO'd VBS<:?50 f(S
E~t Taylorsville Bapti~t

GilUrcb will hold Vacation
B~ School June 22 - 25
from 6:00-8:30 p.rn. each
evening. This year's theme
Will be "The Great Kingdom
Caper--Cracking the Charac-
ter Code."

Join us for an intriguing
mission through the vibrant .
str~ets of London and
throughout the colorful
British Isles to investigate
and uncover clues in the
case of The Great Kingdom
Caper.

While on special assign-
ment, vou will experience
fact-revealing Bible studies,
amazing crafts, music with a
British flare, unuSual and
fun snacks, and challenging
recreation.
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RACE RELATIONS SERVICE PLANNED - A Race Relations Service of Prayer and
Praise will be held Sunday, March 15 at EJastTa_ylorsvilleChurch at 3 p.m. Rev. Phillip
Davis, former pastor of Nations Ford BaptfstChurch in Charlotte and former vice-pres-
ident of the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina will be bringing the message
in this associational worship service. A mass choir, led by Tom Seamone will present
the music. Choir practice will be held Thursday, March 12 at 7 p.m. at East Taylorsville
Baptist Church. All races and denominations are welcome. Assisting with planning
the program, are, from left, Rev. Sterling Howard, Helen Anthony, East Taylorsville
Associate Pastor Craig Hamlin, and Rev. Bill Goble.
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~~al church finding healthiness also next to godlinesS'il
By GARY HERMAN in a controlled environment."

Are you looking for a cool, Jennings said the walking
safe environment in which to program at the church has been
walk? East Taylorsville Baptist in progress for almost five years.
Church may have the answer. - "We wanted to respond to the
- The church has opened its needs of the community. We're
Family Life Center to the public here for good and bad weather
to promote physical fitness. days," Jennings said. "We invite

People of all ages use the cen- the community to use our facili-
ter to walk, but Reverend Gary ty to walk."
Jennings said a lot of heart pa- Darren Davidson, Minister to
tients are benefiting from the· Children and Youth at East Tay-
walking program. lorsville, said he encourages peo-

"A lot of hospitals that put pIe to take advantage of the
people on cardiac rehabilitation walking program.
recommend walking to the pa- "We took a look at the facility
tients," Jennings said. "I think use and responded to the needs
our walking program is really of the church and community,"
beneficial to people in our area.. Davidson said. "The senior citi-
They can get their walking done zens feel like this is a safe place

to come, but people of all ages
are using it. Mothers bring their
babies in strollers and walk. We
just want to make sure the com-
munity knows about it so more
people can get involved."

Redge Chapman, who was one
of the first people to begin using
the facility, had heart surgery in
1985 and 1994, and he said he
thinks the church is providing a
good service to the community.

"It's a great thing they do
here at East Taylorsville Baptist
Church," Chapman said. "Alot of
heart patients come in here to
walk. It's cooler and safer. I real-
ly appreciate what they've done
here."

Max and Betty Harrington be---c

gan using the walking facility
back in January of this year.

"It's a nice place to walk, and
there are many nice people
here," Betty said. "We try to
walk every day during the week.
I have back problems, and Max
has Parkinson's Disease, and
we've been trying to get in better
shape."

The normal hours of operation
for the walking program at the
church are Monday through
Thursday from 8:00 a.m, to 3:00
p.m. and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 3:00
p.m.

Reverend Jennings said it
takes 23 laps around the walking
area to equal one mile.

/(
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(churCh tress code upro:)
much to do about nothing

(Continued From Page 1)
how to dress. Through our activities,
we see a great number of youth, and
younger people are not always as in
tune with the fact that how a person
dresses can be a statement of respect
or disrespect for themselves and for
the activity, group, or organization
in which they are involved. This was
an attempt to simply help ensure
that our adults continue to set good
examples in their dress and to teach
our youth that Christians should not
only act different from the rest of the
wo ' U S oiIldalso t001t different.
In retrospect, it does appear that

the dress code "non-issue" was
hyped by news media looking for a
catchy headline with a little con-
troversy - a journalistic trap that

most reporters, ~ncluding myself,
are prone to fall into from time to
time.
The bottom line in all of this is that

members at East Taylorsville Bap-
tist Church know in their hearts what
is appropriate for church, as do true-
faith members of any church, and
they, and the rest of the community,
should not be too concerned that 'a
dress code was written on paper. And
although this is an Over-
simplification, isn't the Bible a dress
code for what we should and shOuld
itwear in ur lives? That's the code

we should be most concerned about.
"We're not ~k!~g a legalistic ap-

proach to this, Rev. Jennings
related. "We just want to see dece _
cy and order mamtained." n
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VIEWPOINT
_______ By DAVID ICENHOUR _

Dress code has church
pastor worn thread-bare

By DAVID ICENHOUR
'If you've ever been involved in

something that seemed trivial at the
time but later, fueled by a media
blitz, became the only topic of con-
servation, then you'd know how Rev.
Gary Jennings of East Taylorsville
Baptist Church has felt the past
s~
On Augilst 10, church officials

published a list of suggestions in
their newsletter whic-h was entitled
"suggested Dress Code," but wa~
apparently looked upon by some
regional reporters as strange or
unusual.
Reading and listening to some of

these reports gave me the impres-
sion the church's action was biased
against women, or at the very least,
a Victorian approach to how
members should dress.
Rev. Jennings expressed that he is

shocked at how the issue has been
blown out of proportion.
"Just like schools or any other

large organization, we have a great
variety of activities within and out-
side of the church, and it's normal
for people to ask about what should
be worn," he noted. "We justfeIt that
with so many things going on, we
would give people an idea of what the
church believes is appropriate."
The pastor related that reports of a

ban on certain styles of dress are in-

accurate. In fact the word "ban" is
not even used in the "Suggested
Dress Code" as printed in the
ne":slett~r. In addition, the code
beglll~ Wl~ what could be described
as a disclauner which reads,
"The pastor and deacons' wish to

suggest a dress code for all areas of
?ur church ministry. Please accept it
III the spirit of prayer and conviction
that. it is offered. It merely helps to
clar!fy the respect we shol.lld afford
G~ s house and His presence into
which we come."
"We have not banned anything,"

Rev. Jennings said somewhat ex-
asparated at the fallout from recent
publicity. "We just tried to put some
standards on paper about what we
believe is pleasing to the Lord. If so-
meone comes to our church dressed
in a way that we believe is inap-
propriate, there will not be one word
said, and they will be just as
welcome as any-one."
The pastor did agree that the code

consists of "strong suggestions about
dress."
"We believe there should be a dif-

ference between the church and the
world," he explained. "Christian
people know how to dress, they know
what is appropriate in the House of
the Lord, and this was not an insinua-
tion that our members don't know

(Continued On Pa~)
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Tiy orsville
church's men
adopt dress code
for its members
By MONTE MITCHELL
Catawba Valley Bureau

TAYLORSVILLE - Pastor Gary Jennings and the
men of t Ta lorsville Baptist Church are trying to
improve the moral c irnate 0 t err community -
they've instituted a dress code.

Women may not wear pants if they want to attend
worship services at the l,200-member church, the
largest in Alexander County.

Men and women may not wear short shorts or tank
tops at church gatherings. But men can wear pants to
church - in fact; they should wear long pants and
shirts with collars, said the policy, approved unani-
mously by the 12-member deacon board, all men.

"I think society as a whole, and maybe especially
this summer, we have seen some inappropriate
clothing," Jennings said Friday. "We believe the
world expects a difference in the church. It should be
one of contrasts, not comparisons. I think seeing the
difference on the outside begins to tell them there is a
difference on the inside." I

Jennings said lots of churches publish such lists or

~eClothes/Pag® __..",)



Thylorsville Baptist
adopts dress code
Continued from page 1C

suggest a dress code.
"If they (women) wear dress

slacks, it's not long until they start
wearing blue jeans," he said.

But would that not apply to men
also?

"You don't have a problem with
men's blue jeans like you do with
ladies'," he said. "These kind now
are like they're melted or poured
into."

Ellis Fulbright, director of mis-
sions for the Alexander Baptist
Association, said he doesn't know
of any other published dress code
among the county's 40 Southern
Baptist churches.

The dozen or so items on
-;-~"I~ also cover appropriate

ing for other church activities, like
softball games or church picnics.

Men and women - "ladies,"
the policy says - may wear shorts
to activities other than worship, if
the shorts come down to the top of
the knee. Tank tops and gym
shorts are out, but T-shirts with
Christian logos are OK.
Women may wear "loose-fit-

ting" pants at church functions if
they don't wear them to worship
services.

"No one will be confronted, or
visitors embarrassed," the policy

_.,)
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Minister Recognized
By KIM BEANE

Record Staff Intern

The Alexander County Citizen of
the Year Award was presented last
week at the 32nd Annual Chamber of
Commerce Banquet held at East
Junior High School.
The recipient, Rev. Gary William

Jennings, has been the pastor of..,East
Taylorsville Baptist Church for 20
years. Jennings accomplishments in-
clude helping to bring Hospice to
Alexander County, serving on the
first committee for starting the 911
program, serving as assistant chief
of the Taylorsville Volunteer Fire
Department, and he is currently
president of the Alexander Fire-
man's Association, according to the
1991 winner Bobby White.
Jennings received a bachelor of

social welfare degree from East
Tennessee S.tate University and has
attended M~tchell Co.mmunity Col-
I~ge, acc~rdmg to ~hlte. He is mar-
ried to Linda Sturgill Jennings and
has two daughters.
Next on the agenda was a revie

of 1991 by Bob Peoples who is p W
ast

~

Chairman of the Chamber. Peoples
said that the "chamber had been sue-
ceJsful in ~991."

The guest speaker for the evening
was Webb Smalling, who is the
executive director of the Elkin-
Jonesville-Arlington Chamber of
Cdmmerce. He is currently a mern-
bElT of the executive faculty for the
ItI;titutes for Organization Manage-
llIent of the U.S. Chamber of Com-
llIerce.
smalling's speech stressed the

need for being prepared for change
inAlexander County in order to sur-
vive economically. Smalling's
sneech inspired the Alexander
C()unty Chamber of Commerce to
a ounce a plan called Alexander
V~n.ons which is designed to help the
c lSI munity understand and be pre-
o~d for the changes that will af-

fea:t the county in technolo~y, edu-
t· n government, economics andca 10 , ,

agriculture.
'The banquet was concluded with a

am by the Alexander Central
p~o~rSchool Chorus directed by Ron
l:hg -<
Vannoy. ---
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ayat East Taylorsville Baptist
ational building· complex

On Sunday, October 6, East
Taylorsville Baptist Chur£h will for-

-many dedicate Its new Children's
Educational Complex with a special
dedicatory service beginning at 3
p.m. Guest speaker for the
dedicatory service will be Robert W.
Austin, Superintendent of Alexander
County Schools.
The construction of the new

Children's Educational Complex
began in the spring of 1990and was
completed in May 1991 to meet the
needs of the every-growing
children's membership at East
Taylorsville Baptist Church.
According to East Taylorsville

Baptist Church pastor, Rev. Gary W.
Jennings, "We invited the
superintendent of schools to share
with us, from an educational
perspective, what the church and
Christian education needs to be doing
that the public schools depend upon
\Ia co."
"lbe new cotnplex, which adjoins

t~ east end of the present education
w~g, is designed with two stories
with 4,500 square feet per floor or
9,~ square feet total. Classrooms
a~ included for crib babies through
kind~rgarten on the upper floor and
the first grade through sixth grade.
on the ground floor. A total of 185
children can be housed in the new
faCility.
East Taylorsville's congregation,

Rev. Gary Jennings, and the building.
committee, which is composed of
Tommy Cothren, Austin Hines,
Louise Hines, John Halyburton, and
chaired by Lary Daniels, will witness
the finalization of the project during
the dedication service.
Rev. Love Dixon of Gastonia, a

former pastor of the church plans to
attend the dedication service on Sun-
day.
Fifteen Alexander County

residents 'combined efforts in 1924 to
found East Taylorsville Baptist
Church. The actual organiZation of
the church was preceded byWednes-
day night prayer services in which
the interested persons gathered in a
two-room house in the North State
Mill Village. In 1924, East
Taylorsville Baptist Church official-
ly became an associatioo member.
The growing attendance demand-

ed that the ~oup consider steps to
develop as a church. A frame struc-
ture was erected in 1926 to meet that
need; and Rev. A.W. Wilcox was
called to serve as the church's first
pastor.
In 1937, East Taylorsville hosted

its first meeting of the Alexander
Baptist Association. At that point,
the church's membership had climb-
ed to 231, and expenditures for the
entire year totaled $206.47.Services
were held on the first and third Sun-

ROBERT W·A\STIN
Alex School SU~l\tendent
Will S~ak At e~catfon

day of each month, in addition to ses-
sions on Wednesdsay, Wednesday
nights, and Thursdays.
Under the leadership of Rev. A.B.

Bumgarner, construction on a new
church began May 20, 1949, and
members attended service in the
new building on Dec. 25, 1949.During
Bumgarner's seven-year ministry
the church expanded from two mon:
thly services to a full-time program.
Also, a training union, a
brotherhood, and a Women's Mis-
siona!'Y Union. (WMU) with junior
and mtermediate Girls' Auxiliary
(GA's), and Sunbeams were organiz-
ed.
Rev. R. Love Dixon, who accepted

the pastorship in 1953, directed the
construction of a $50,000educational
building.
The next major accomplishment in

the church's history occured on Dec.
6, 1959, when Sunday School
supe intendent Edd K. Elliott was
notified by the state's Baptist con-
vention office in Raleigh that East
TaylorSVille's program had met all
of the requirements of a standard
Sunday school. In honor of the
church's progress in this area, a
special service was held Feb. 7, 1960,
during the morning worship service.
During the ministry of Rev. Ernest

A. Banner in 1964, the church began
planning to build a new parsonage,
and suggested a $41,000 renovation
project for the sanctuary. Church
members and hired labor con-
structed a four-bedroom parsonage
for only $28,000. Both projects were
dedicated during a Sunday service
on Feb. 21, 1965.
Rev. Douglas V. Willet became

East Taylorsville's minister in 1967,
and directed efforts to add paved
parking areas to accommodate the
congregation, and remodel the
fellowship hall and the lower hallway

.0\.1:7

..FE.l..LOWSHIP
'HALL

of the educational facUity.
.Other . pastors In the church's

history mclude Rev B.F. Peeler,
Rev. E.V. Burng~er Rev. A.E.
Watts, Sr., Rev. C.C.Holland, and
Rev. MaUrice Bake
In November r~f 1972, East

Taylorsville called Rev. Gary W.
Jennings to accept the position as the
church's minister. A graduate of
East Tennessee State U~vers~ty
with a bachelor's degree in SOCIal
work, Jennings had ~rved as past~r
of sunnyside Baptist Church in

Kingsport, Tenn·, for four and one-
half years. Also,he had worked as a
counselor in the city's juvenile court
systena. ,
Under Jennings leadership, the

church has continuedto grow, and in
October, 1982, East Taylorsville had

to address the issue of a lack of
seating for the Sunday morning wor-
ship services.
On Sunday, Oct. 28, 1984, at 2 p.m.,

East Taylorsville Baptist Church
dedicated its new sanctuary which
seats a congregation of 930 persons.

CHURCH _:If'(ON - The addition to East Taylorsville
Baptist Ch t\t)1JI~ownin the lower left of the photo above
and is 10ur~his .oining the east end of the present
education C:. eq ,d~designed with two stories with 4,500
square feet lll~. It or 9,000total. Classrooms for children
from crib b~~~fl~OUgh sixth grade are included in the
new addition les .ribbabies through kindergarten on the, \lith~·

i upper floof,"and firstgraaelhrough' sixth grade on the
ground .floor.The existing nursery area has been remodeled
to provids for a new nursery reception area and to accom-
modate the "tOddler" age group. A total of 185children can
be housed in the new facility. This brings the church's total
Sunday School space up to its sancturay seating capaci~

,.,.-
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Racial Recognition
Sunday planned

Local churches are plan-
ning a "Racial Recognition
Sunday" to bring people of all
races together to worship.

The event is scheduled for
this 'sunday, February 9, at
3:00 p.m. at E~t Taylorsville
Ba~. Rev. Ardeal
Roseboro, newly-called pas-
tor of Liberty Grove Baptist
Church, will be the guest
speaker.

"This will give us an oppor-
tunity to reach out to the
many members of our ethnic
community and show our love
for Christ toward them," said
Rev. Gary Jennings, Church
and Community Missions
Director for the Alexander
Baptist Association. "Wewant
to worship together for the
first time since our county has
become so diverse."

Rev. Roseboro is a native of
Winston-Salem. He attended
Wmston-Salem Bible College,
Forsyth Technical Comm-
unity College, Winston-Salem
State University, Livingston
College, and Shaw University.
He became an ordained min-
ister in 1969,and most recent-
ly preached at First Samuel
Grove PTUxrltiveFTogressive
Baptist Church in Virginia,
before being called to Liberty
Grove Baptist Church
Alexander County.
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East Taylorsville
Bapt. plans "Fun
In Th,e Park"

Ead ~QY~Ville Baptist
Church would like to mvite you
tQT.Fun In The Park" on May 10
from 12:00 to 4:30 p.m. at
Matheson Park. There will be
free food, prize giveaways, face
painting, lots of games for chil-
dren and much, much more.
There will be fun and plenty of
fellowship for the entire family.
Everyone is invited to come out
and have "Fun in the Park." For
more information, contact
Jamie Steele at East
Taylorsville Baptist
632-2564.
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EAST TAYLORSVILLE
CHURCH - June 29 - The
Brothers will be appearing in concert

at the church at 7 p.m. All seats are
free.
The Fox Brothers travel through-

out the United States performing on
television, radio and conducting per-
sonal appearances: They ar~ now
appearing on national syn.dIcated
televison series, two of which are
seen weekly in every -major city
across' the United States, on the CBN
television network.

The shows "Nashville RFD" and
"Sing Out America" feature the
group along with other entertainers
such as Mickey Gilley, Johnny Lee
Barbara Fairchild, Box Car Willie'
Mary Lou Turner, The Speer Family:
Cathedrals, Rex Nelson Singers
Hemphills and others. The Fo~
Brothers also ~~n be seen on the
Huff-Cook televISIOnprogram syndi-
cated.throughout Virginia and North
CarolIna.
Other s~ows On which they have

appeared includs "TheSpirtt of 76"
and "American MUSicScene" both of
which were taped in Nashville and
seen across the United States, Call-
ada, Germany, Saudi Arabia and
other foreign countries.
One program "Grand Ole Gospel"

is heard live on'WSM radio from the
Grand Ole Opry House. Another is
"Th.e Drifting Cowboys" syndicated
radio show which features the Fox
Brothers, the Duke of Paducah, Carl
and Pearl Butler. The show is hosted
by Grand Ole Opry's Grant Turner.
The group has recorded five

albums and one single.
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Dr. Ralph Sexton will be the guest
speakerat~
Church for their Spring Revival. The
revival starts this Sunday, May 22nd
and will run through Wednesday,
May 25th.
On Sunday, the services times are

early years.
Dr. Sexton uses an old Gospel Tent

for city-wide crusades. The tent
seats over 3,000 people. These tent
crusades have been in many cities
such as Kannapolis, NC, Kingsport,
TN, Murfreesboro, TN, Chattanooga,
T ,Mar'o, C, High Poin ,'NC just
to name a few. The highlight of the
tent crusade was in June 1986 when
the crusade went to Washington, DC
and held a 4-day meeting at the foot
of the Washington Monument. Over
3,000 attended each service, with
hundreds coming forward for Christ.
Ralph Sexton Ministries em-

phasizes the local church and is
made possible through volunteer
help from each community.
Dr. Ralph Hanes Sexton, Jr. was

born January 17, 1947 in Asheville,
North Carolina. He is the son of Dr.
and Mrs. Ralph Sexton, Sr., and has
one younger sister, Rebecca. Dr.
Sexton was saved at the age of 7
years old under his father's Old
G siTe . . , North
Carolina.
Dr. Sexton is a graduate of Lee Ed-

wards High School. Dr. Sexton also
attended Trevecca College in
Nashville, Tennessee. Dr. Sexton
married the former Muzette Thaxton
in July of 1966. The Sexton's have
three children: Beverly, Mark, and
Kent.
Dr. Sexton presently serves as

Pastor and Outreach Evangelist at
Trinity Baptist Church in Asheville,
North Carolina. Dr. Sexton's
preaching engagements have car-
ried him to various parts of America
and many foreign countries. Because
of God's blessings upon Dr. Sexton's
Ministry of Evangelism, Brother
Sexton was presented the Doctorate
of Divinity Degree by Bethany
Theological Seminary in Dothan, AL
in May of 1983.

SA THE TAYLORSVILLE TIMES WEDNESDAY

Sexton will be revival
speaker at East Taylorsville

vices will start at 7: 15 each weekday
night. A nursery will be provided and
the general public is welcome.
Dr. Ralph Sexton, 42, is a revivalist

concerned for revival in the local
churches in America. Dr. Sexton has
served in full-time evangelism for 12
years, preaching across America
city-wide crusades, youth meetings,
conferences, schools, and local chur-
ches. He has reached thousands for
Christ with his message of hope and
love.
Dr. Ralph Sexton, has recently

taken over the Pastorate of Trinity
Baptist Church in AsheviIIe, North
Carolina. His father, Dr. Ralph Sex-
ton, Sr. had been the pastor for 22
years and ha recen e .
Dr. Sexton believes that there

needs to be a return to the basics.
The educators have stressed a return
to reading, writing, and arithmetic.
Likewise, the Church needs to return
to old-fashioned preaching, old-
fashioned praying, old-fashioned
power, and old-fasthioned praising
the Lord. The message has not
changed, and Dr. Sexton reflects the
simplicty and integrity of the old-
time men that shook our nation in the

DR. RALPH SEXTON



CLIPPING SERVICE
1115 HILLSBORO

RALEIGH, NC 27603
D TEL. (919) 833'2079

AVIE COUNTY
ENrE..RPRI~E RECORD

MOCI'SVILlE, N. C.

APR 12 90

Ttre Rev. and Mrs. Randall T. mlth, both Davie natives
will be missionaries in the Philippines. E '- 'r:: '1

DIS, '0." onCouple Picked To Be . V'if{e.--

Missionaries To Philippines
RICHMOND, Va. - The Rev.

and Mrs. Randall T. Smith were
among 29 people named mis-
sionaries by the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board April 3 at
the San Diego (Calif.) Convention
and Performing Arts Center.
The Smiths will live in the

Philippines, where he will start and
develop churches and they will be
involved in a variety of outreach
ministries.
Since 1987 he has been pastor of

Immanuel Baptist Church in
Wabash, Ark. He also is a cabinet
maker with Carpenter's Cabinets
in Elaine, Ark.
Born in Salisbury, Smith is the

son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C.
Smith of Cooleemee. He grew up
in Cooleemee and considers it his
hometown and East Taylorsville
Baptist Church in Taylorsville his
home church. First Baptist Church
in Cooleemee also was influential
in his Christian growth, he said.
He earned a bachelor's degree

from North Carolina State Univer-
sity in Raleigh and the master of
divinity degree from Mid-America

Baptist Theological Seminary in
Memphis, Tenn.
He has been a cargo handler with

the Federal Express Corp. in
Memphis.
Born and reared in Mocksville,

Mrs. Smith, the former Debra
Blackwelder, is the daughter of
Elizabeth Blackwelder of
Mocksville and the late Paul
Blackwelder. She also considers
East Taylorsville Baptist Church
her home church. First Baptist
Church in Mocksville also was in-
fluential in her Christian growth,
she said.
She earned an associate degree

from Guilford Technical Com-
munity College in Jamestown.
She has been a registered dental

hygienist for Dr. R.W. Grant in
Taylorsville.

The Smiths have three children:
Anna Elizabeth, born in 1980; Paul
Thomas, 1986; and Randall Scott,
1987. The family will go to
Rockville, Va., in May for a seven-
week orientation before leaving for
the field.
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t I r ville
Revival Speaker

The East Taylol'$Ville
Church will begin revival ser-
vices Sunday night, March 29,
and continue through Friday
night, April 3.
Services will begin each night

at 7: 15 p.m. Sunday night,
March 29, The Presbyterians
will be singing in the service
and the Craig Little Family
from Wilkesboro, will be sing-
ing throughout the week. Mr.
Craig Little, who is widely
known in the field of church
music, will be leading the
special music throughout the
week.
Willard Tallman, pastor of

Tennessee Avenue Baptist
Church, Bristol, Tennessee, will
be the revival speaker. Willard
T~ was known lri BHMol
as an energetic sinner and
alcoholic at at early age. He
was saved at 24 and called to
preach at the age of 28. He
began preaching on the streets
and became pastor of this
church in 1943.The church grew
from a membership of 20 to
over 2,200. Brother Tallman is
in demand as a revival speaker
having conducted meetings U;
nineteen states.
The public is cordially invited

to attend all services. Nurseries
will also be provided for all the

I
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East Taylorsville Baptist Church
was organized in february, 1924
East Taylorsville Baptist Church

was organized on February 10, 1924,
with 13charter members. Before the
church was organized, the group met
in a two-room house in the North
State Mill Village an~ held Wednes-
day night prayer servIces. .
In 1922,a Sunday School with ~O

b S was started. From thismem er .
small group, the church was orgamz-

ed ildi b 'It .The first church but ng, ui in
1926,was a frame structure; ~nd the

d building was erected in 1949.secon ..
The present bwlding was started
May 20,1949.The first service was

~~Idin the buil~n? on December 25,
1949 This bwldmg had Sunday
S h~ol rooms in the basement and
s~me on the main floor of the
building. . .
Later, a pastonum was built
ide the church. As the church

beSw additional Sunday Schoolgre ,oms were needed so plans were
~de fora new educational buildin

A three-story bu' was added.
The architectural ~Id~rnent of the
Sunday School Boa epBeWthe plans,
and after carefUl ptd~g they com-
pl~te~ a three_st8.nJIeducational
building with Six otYernblYrooms,
thirty-five classroo~, a library, s.ix
rest rooms a kit and a kit-
chenette. This bUiI::~ISO contain-
ed the church ofr' ThiS construc-
t· ICeS· 1953IOnwas completed jII the year .
In the summer of 1964,plans were

made to completelY renovate the
sanctuary and bUildanewparsonage
at a different lOcation.The old par-
sonage was mOvedandremodeled as
a private home NeWfurnishings,
new stained-gl~ss win.dows, new
carpet, and air conditionmgwere ad-
ded.
The fellowship hall and lower

hallway of the additional building
were remodeled in the '70's.
In 1972,the sanctuary was painted

inside and out. The kitchen was com-
pleted, hallway areas in the educa-

tional annex were panelled as well as
other renovations and remodeling
completed.

Just a few years ago, extensive
renovations to the sanctuary were
made and a dedication was held. The
present auditorium was begun in
August of 1983with construction be-
ing completed in 1984.

Pastors serving the church since
its beginning have included A.W.
Wilcox, B.F. Peeler, E.V.
Bumgarner, A.E. Watts, Sr., C.C.
Holland, Maurice Baker, A. B.
Bumgarner, R. Love Dixon, Ernest
A. Banner, and Douglas Willet. Den-
nis S. Walls served as an associate
pastor for some time. Gary Jennings
has served as pastor at East
Taylorsville since 1971.

Rev. Paul Sheaffer is youth pastor
and educational director, having
assumed his responsibilities in July
of 1987.

\1 I
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Evangelism
Rally Set
At Church
TAYLORSVILLE - Evangelist

Stan Frye and Family Evangelism
Inc. invite the public to attend the
Eighth Annual Family Evangelism
Rally to be held at the East Tay-
lorsville Baptist Church at 7 p.m.
Friday.
The guest speaker for the everting

will be the Rev. Kenneth Ridings of
Asheville. Ridings is professor of
Homiletics at Fruitland Bible In-
stitute and pastor of the Grassy
Branch Baptist Church in Asheville.
Special music will be provided by

a combined choir of the East Tay-
lorsville Baptist Church choir and the
Millersville Baptist Church choir.
Vickie Pogue of Poplar Bluff, Mo.,
will be guest soloist ..
During the rally a Family Evan-

gelism progress report will be pres-
ented along with introduction of
board members and families. At the
conclusion of the rally, a time of
refreshments and fellowship has
been planned for those attending.



DR. CECIL A. RAY

WUI Speak,
At East Tay.
Bapt. Church
Dr. Cecil A. Ray will be the

featured speaker at a .BaIW.st
Church Training "M" Night on
Monday evening, December 5,
at 7:30p.m. at East Taylorsville
Baptist Church.
Dr. Ray is the general

secretary-treasurer of the
Baptist State Convention of
North Carolina.
Anursery will be provided for

pre-school children. Special
music will be included in the
program.
The public is invited to

Tebor CitY Tribune
Taylorsville Times

-rroy: MontgomefV"'H1n'ald
Valdese News
Wadesboro: Anson Record
Wadesboro: Messenger &

Intelligencer
Wake Forest: Wake Weekly

BEC 11977
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REV. AND MRS. RANDALL T. SMITH

Rev. and Mrs. Randall Smith
named to Mission Board
The Rev. and Mrs. Randall T.

Smith were among 29 people named
missionaries by the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board April 3 at the
San Diego (Calif.) Convention and
Perfonning Arts Center.
The Smiths will live in the Philip-

pines where he will start and
devel~p churches and they will be in-
volved in a variety of outreach
ministries. .
Since 1987 he has been pastor of

Immanuel Baptist Church in
Wabash, Ark. He also, is a ~abin~t
maker with Carpenter s Cabmets in

Elaine, Ark. . .'
Born in Salisbury, N.C., Snuth lS

the son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C.
Smith of Cooleemee; N.C: He ~e~
u in Cooleemee and considers It ~

h
p town and East Taylorsville
orne ill N C

Baptist Church in Taylorsv e, '."
his home church. First Bapt~st
Church in Cooleemee,.also was m-
_ ..' tian cgrowth. .

He received the bachelor. of
science degree from North Carolina
State University in Raleigh and the
master of divinity degree from Mid-

ca ical

Seminary in Memphis, Tenn.
He has been a cargo handler with

the Federal Express Corp. in Mem-
phis.
Born and reared in Mocksville,

N.C., Mrs. Smith, the former Debra
Blackwelder, is the daughter of
Elizabeth Blackwelder of that city
and the late Paul Blackwelder. She
also considers East Taylorsville
B~ptist Church her home church.
First Baptist Church in Mocksville
also was influential in her Christian
growth.
~he r~ceived the associate of ap-

pbed ~clence degree from Guilford
Technical Conununity College .
Jamestown, N.C. in

S~e ~s been a registered dental
hyglemst. for Dr. RW. Grant .
Taylorsville. in

The Smiths have three childr .
Anna Eliz en'
,
T,' h ,abe,th, born in 1980' Paul'f'""~.~mas~l986·.antl Dn '
OD" 'lJiJ:.?:A~ ..? 1~:7" !4tQruJallSnott
.... ' ",'Q,!:! fprnlf.; 't., ,. ",

-Va .' M ._....,.- .' .
. " m ay £ol'a seven-week orienta
bon ?afore leaving for the field. -
WIth 14.7 million members

Southern . Baptist are the largest
evan~ehcal denomination in
America, Their missionary-sending
~gency, the Foreign Mission Board,
lS the largest evangelical or Protes-
tant ca~eer foreign missionary force
based m the United States. With
~~out 3,800missionaries in 116coun-
r~es~they have a goal to locate 5 000
IIUssl0naries in 125 countries by' the
Year 2000 This'a . - lS the denomination's
~~ in seeing all the world has a
Chrf!ce to hear the story of Jesus

1St.
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Revival services set June 2·6
·at East Taylorsville Baptist Church
East Taylorsville Baptist Church

has scheduled revival services for
June 2-6 with Scott Price serving as
the evangelist.
The initial services will be held

Sunday, June 2, at 11a.m. and 7 a.~.
The services through the week will
begin at 7:30 p.m. each night.
Price, 24, is a senior at Mid-

American Baptist Seminary in Mem-
phis, Tenn., and is a 1983graduate of
Carson-Newman College. He began
preaching at age 16 and has served
as the speaker for numerous

revivals, crusades, retreats, and
youth camps.
He is married to the former Kathy

McReynolds of Bristol, Tenn., who is
a teacher at the University of North
Alabama at Florence.
Music evangelist Jack Cox will

direct the choir during each service.
A native of Georgia, Cox is a

graduate of Georgia College and has
served as a minister of music and
youth in numerous churches for 15
years prior to entering the field of
vocational music evangelism.
Cox served as conference music

director of the National Conference
6f Southern Baptist Evangelists dur-
ing 1984-85.
The Gethsemane Quartet of

Greensboro will provide music as
part of Sunday's 7 p.m. worship ser-
vice, and the Greene Family of
Boone will sing during the Thursday
night service.
Rev. Gary Jennings and the con-

gregation invite everyone to attend.
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Family Evangelism Rally
slated at East Taylorsville
Evangelist Stan Frye and Family Everyone is cordially invited to at-

Evangelism, Inc" will hold the Sixth tend.
, Annual Family Evangelism Rally at
East Taylorsville Baptist Church
Friday evening, July 12, at 7:30.
Special music is planned for the

evening by a combined choir
directed by Randy Little of Lenoir
and by guest soloist, Gary Dean, of
Lewisburg, West Va. .
A special Family Evangelism pro-

gress report will be presented,
followed by the sermon entitled,
"The Promise of Revival," by
Evangelist Stan Frye.
At the conclusion of the rally,

refreshments and fellowship will be
in the hall.

)
EVANGElJST STAN FRYE J
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TAYWRSVILLE
- May 4-7 - The church

will hold a revival. Services will begin
at 11a.m. Sunday and at 7:15 o'clOCk
each night. East Taylorsville Baptist
is at First Avenue Drive at Twelfth
Street, SE. Anursery will be provided
and the public is invited to attend.

Gary Holder, 34, from Dallas will
be the evangelist. In 1979, Holder
became minister of evangelism at
First Baptist Church in Dallas. In
addition to preaching many of the
Sunday evening services and teaching
a~ auditorium Bible c1a~s, he was
given the goal of baptizing 1,000

people, and he set a new record. The
church had never baptized more than
650 people in a year. The church led
the Texas Baptist Conv&l!'tionin bap-
tisms both years of Hol~r's tenure.
His first book, "Bus EV~gelism

Begins Here" has been published and
he has just completed his second
book, "A Handbook for Children'S
Church Workers."
.He has recorded three albums and

he conducts many chapel services for
professional baseball, football and
basketball teams. He also ministers
at the collegiate and high school
levels. Holder entered full-time
evangelism in 1981with Dallas as his
base. Since then, he has averaged 42
revivals and crusades a year.
BROOKFORD BAPTIST

CHURCH- Sunday through Friday
_ The church will hold its "Good
NeWsAmerica, God Loves You" re-
vival.Dr. John Poe, a Theron Rankin

:\

BlPtist Association missionlty, will
btthe guest speaker. Service, will be
at 10:45 a.m. on Sunday and then 7: 15
o'clock each evening. A nlllsery will
be provided. The Rev. Gec;rge lluJf-
man, pastor, invites the public to
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Robbie Hiner to perform
at East Taylorsville Baptist
Robbie Hiner, a multitalented

gospel recording artist, will be in
concert at East Taylorsville Baptist
Church on Wednesday, March 13,at 7
p.m.
Best known for his performances

as a soloist on the "Old Time Gospel
Hour," a weekly television program
which airs nationally, Hiner travels
to churches throughout the country
performing concerts in his full-time
music ministry.
Hiner has .written dozens of songs,

many of WhIChhe has recorded, in-
cluding: "Go Get My Children," "If
Only One," and "Love Unex-
plainable." Also, he has produced
some of his own albums.
Hiner has released several albums

'on the Light Records and New Dawn
labels, and has had songs published
by Singspiration. Hiner's albums are
distributed through the Benson
Publishing Company. Hiner's music
has received air play on WQXZ
Radio Station in Taylorsville.
In addition to Hiner's solo

ministry, he is the tenor member of

the Old Time Gospel Hour' Trio which
also includes Mack Evans and Don
Norman.
Pastor Gary Jennings and the con-

gregation of East Taylorsville Bap-
tist Church encourage everyone to
attend this special Christian concert.
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Countywide youth rally
scheduled aturday
Evangelist Johnny Wilson of

Morganton, N.C., will be delivering
the message during a countywide
youth rally on Saturday evening,
January 24, according to Rev. Keith
Childers, pastor of Lebanon Baptist
Church.
The youth rally will be held at ~t

Taylorsville Baptist Church on
Saturday evemng at 6:30 p.m.
Special music will be provided by
David Musselman. .
Evangelist Wilson has recently

returned from attending a worldwide
conference for evangelists, spon-
sored by the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association, in Amster-
dam, the Netherlands.
The Graham organization selected

8,000evangelists from 173nations out
of 50,000 applicants for the con-
ference.
The conference touched on a broad
an e ics, cco . to . son
including how to meet the physical
and spiritual needs of people.
The evangelists were involved in

seminars divided by language
groups, which were then broken
down further into workshops.
Wilson hopes to be able to put the

materials and lessons he learned at
the conference to use in his Johnny
Wilson Evangelistic Association in
Morganton.
He spent eight years in Lynchburg,

Va., studying at Liberty College. He
is now two-thirds finished with his
master's degree and will soon begin
work on a doctorate.
He is actively involved in con-

sulting with churches for
evangelistic meetings and helping
other evangelists prepare for
meetings. Additionally, he is also in-
volved in the prison ministry.
David Musselman is an extraor-

dinarily gifted pianist and singer
who has performed on numerous
recordings as well as on nationally
known television broadcasts, says
Rev. Childers.
He has won a number of national

awards and traveled with several
famous evangelists, including Rev.
~erry Fal~ell. Currently, he is serv-
mg as chairman of the Music Depart-
ment at the Baptist University of

America in Atlanta, Georgia. He
travels on weekends.
Pastors throughout Alexander

county are urged to encourage the
young people of their communities to
join with other youth of the county ~
attending this youth rally. In addi-
tion to youth, the invitation is extend-
ed to all youth workers, pastors, and
parents who would like to attend.
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East Taylorsville Baptist
Sunday at 2 p.m. of its new sanctuary

By DALE JENKINS

When the new sanctuary at East
Taylorsville Baptist Church is
dedicated on Sunday, church
members hope that everyone who at-
tends will have a place to sit.
, A lack of available seating promp-
ted the idea in October 1982to build a
new sanctuary at the church when
Sunday morning services began to
attract more people than the church
could accommodate. The enlarge-
ment of the auditorium should enable
the church to hold a congregation of
930 persons.
"We were out of the auditorium for

11 months," Rev. Gary Jennings,
pastor of the church, said, "During
which time we met in the Family
Ministries' building with the gym
doubling as an audi ortum."
Work on the renovations has been a

major undertaking, one which the
church members have taken ex-
tremely seriously. ..
"They (members) have laid block

they sheeted the entire roof, paneled
the basement area, and painted,"
.Jennings said. "The building pro-
gram, f:om its earliest planning
stages right up to completion, has
been one of the most successful
endeavors that our church has ever
undertaken."
The assistance of members of the

congregation has reduced the cost of
the project by an estimated 50 per-
cent.
"The church has been unanimous

in its support, and during the church
year 1983,we reached the highest of-
ferings ev.er in the history of the
church," Jennings said. "The church
gave, through all of its programs, a
total of $316,000 in a 12-month
period."
Due to the efforts of the church

members to payoff the bill prompt-
ly, the remaining debt currently
stands at a mere $20,000.
Although the church has en-

countered some difficulties in the

building process, raising the money
to cover the costs has been a
highlight of the project, and a
dedicated church member offered
the initial thrust through her
generous gift.
"Dessie Meredith, who was a Sun-

day school teacher continuously for
35 years, gave the church its major
push in beginning construction on the
new, auditorium," Jennings said.
"She was a merchant in Taylorsville
for many years, and with the excep-
tion of brothers and sisters, had no
children, and at her death, left her
entire estate to the church as a living
memorial.
"Her bequest made it possible to

begin construction, and allow the
church time to begin raising the
balance of the building fund needed
to co plete the construction."

During the fund-raising process,
t~e.church was able to acquire an ad-
ditional tract of land which supplied
space for parking and future expan-
S1On.
"Fo~owing the beginning of con-

struction, the church was able th . . opur-
case two additional acres of 1 d
from the Espie Watts Little Oil C:~-
pany and Its owners Sun 0'1 f
H· k "J' ' 1 01C ory, ennmgs said "Thi h
b

. 1S ad
een a long-held dream and wa
f th

.' s one
o e most exceptional things du .
the construction. rmg
"Acquiring this property made a

brand-new parking lot available on
the east sid~of the new auditorium
and room for expansion immediately
on the east side of the new
structure."
Drawing together and working as a

unit has helped the members of East
Taylorsville realize the achievement
of this goal.
"The members donated hundreds

of hours of labor," Jennings said.
"Men within the church who are con-
tractors donated time and materials
as well as equipment." '
The overall process has presented

only a few hardships.

FINISHING TOUCHES - Martha Halyburton set out
with de~ermination a~d a trusty dust cloth to ensure that
eve~ ~tem w~s polished In preparation for sunday's
dedication service.

"The biggest problem we faced
was, following the demolition of the
old building, getting the new
auditorium back under roof while
trying to save the existing basement
area," Jennings said. "After one of
the driest summers In history, we

REV. GARY JENNINGS

had one of the wettest falls, but we
suffered only a minimal amount of
water damage, and the basement
area under the old building was sav-
ed and renovated."
In addit.ion to the help from the

congregation, Jennings said that it is
an added blessing that two charter
members of the church will be able
to attend the dedication service Sun-
day.
"One of the things that we are most

thankful for is that two of our charter
members are still living, Mrs. Texie
Pennell, who is 102 and resides at
Shady Rest, and her daughter Mrs.
Estelle Chapman," Jennings said.
"Both have been members since the
church was organized in Feb. 10,
1924."
Fifteen Alexander County

residents combined efforts in 1924to
found East Taylorsville Baptist
Church.
The actual organization of the

church was preceded by Wednesday
night prayer services in which the in-
terested persons gathered in a two-

i a e.
Mrs. S.G. Earp. who served as the

church's first clerk, recognized the
need for a Sunday School. To accom-
modate her request memb.,' ers
removed the chimney and partition
of the house to divide the space into
four classrooms for ladies, men,
young people, and children to attend
Sunday school.
By 1922, the enrollment for Sunday

~chool had increased to approx-
imately 50 members. .
At the 37th annual session of the

Alexander Baptist Association in

131

lans dedication WQr
waylnrstttlir
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1924, East Taylorsville officially
became an aSSociationmember.
The growing attendance demand-

ed that the groupconsider steps to
develop as a church.A frame struc-
ture was erectediJI1926to meet that
need, and Rev.A..W. Wilcox was call-
ed to serve as the church's first
pastor.
:t Inr1937,East Taylorsville hosted
I s ~rst meeting of the Alexander
~aPt~t ASSOCiation.At that point,
e c urch's membership had climb-

ed ~o 231,and expenditures for the
entire year totaled$206.47.Services
~:re held on thefirst an~ ~hird Sun-
. y of each month in addition to ses-

S10ns on W 'night ednesdays, Wednesday
U s, and Thursdays.

Bur::der the leadership of Rev. A.B.
chur g;rner, construction on a new

c began May 20, 1949, and

members attended service in the
new building on Dec. 25, 1949.During
Bumgarner's seven-year ministry,
the church expanded from two mon-
thly services to a full-time program.
Also, a training union, a
brotherhood, and a Women's Mis-
sionary Union (WMU) with junior
and intermediate Girls' Auxiliary
(GA's), and Sunbeams were organiz-
ed.
Rev. R. Love Dixon, who accepted

the pastorship in 1953, directed the
construction of a $50,000educational
building ..
The next major accomplishment in

the church's history occurred on
Dec. 6, 1959, when Sunday school
superintendent Edd K. Elliot" was
notified by the state's Baptist con-
vention office in' Raleigh that East
Taylorsville's program had met all

of the requirements of a standard
Sunday school. In honor of the
church's progress in this area, a
special service was held Feb. 7, 1960,
during the morning worship service.
During the ministry of Rev. Ernest

A. Banner in 1964,the church began
planning to build a new parsonage,
and suggested a $41,000 renovation
project for the sanctuary. Church
'members and hired labor con-
structed a four-bedroom parsonage
for only $28,000.Both projects were
dedicated during a Sunday service
on Feb. 21, 1965.
Rev. Douglas V. Willet became

East Taylorsville'S minister in 1967,
and directed efforts to add paved
parking areas to accommodate the
congregation, and remodel the
fellowship hall and the lower hallway
of the educational facility.

Other pastors in the church's
history include Rev. B.F. Peeler,
Rev. E.V. Bumgarner, Rev. A.E.
Watts, Sr., Rev. C.C. Holland, and
Rev. Maurice Baker.
In November of 1972, East

Taylorsville called Rev. Gary W.
Jennings to accept the position as the
church's minister. A graduate of
East Tennessee State University
with a bachelor's degree in social
work, Jennings had served as pastor
of Sunnyside Baptist Church in
Kingsport, Tenn., for four and one-
half years. Also, he had worked as a
counselor in the city's juvenile court
system.
Under Jennings' leadership, the

church has continued to grow, and in
(Continued on page 2)

C~aclI'S T~RD SANCTUARY - East Taylorsville
Baptist Cpurch WIll complete a two-year building project at
2 p.rn. SundaYas the church holds a dedication service for
the completion of the church's third sanctuary in its SO-year
history. 'fpe new structure will seat a congregation of 930

"

persons and has a replacement value of $616,000.
aarrington construction Company of Taylorsville contrac-
ted the project, and Pegram and Associates of Statesville
sel"\1edas the consulting architects. /

"He th l1all humble himself
shall b at S d "

eeXalte . Jvfatthew23:J2b



* East Tjlyl0.fsville
Baptist Church

October 1982, East Taylorsville had
to address the issue of a lack of
seating for the Sunday morning wor-
ship services.
On Sunday, Oct. 28, at 2 p.m., East

Taylorsville Baptist Church will
dedicate its new sanctuary which
will seat a congregation of 930 per-
sons, and eliminate the two-year-old
dilemma.
Rev. Phil Hoskins, an evangelist

from Kingsport, Tenn., will deliver
the dedicatory sermon. The East
Taylorsville Baptist Church sanc-
tuary choir and the Winkler's Grove
Quartet will provide the music, and
the service will be followed by a
reception.
Rev. Love Dixon, a former pastor

of the church, has made plans to at-
tend what will be one of the church's
highlights in its 60-year history.
East Taylorsville's congregation,

Rev. Gary Jennings, and the building
committee which is composed of
Tommy Cothren, Austin Hines,
Louise Hines, Buster Lackey, and
chaired by Lary Daniels, will witness
the finalization of a project which

"n!lnn<.rI two years.
credit," Lary
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Phil Hoskins, anevengelist
Kingsport, Tenn., will be the
speaker for revival services
ning Sunday morning and "UIILI1I1"I'"

through Friday at East T
Baptist Church.
Services begin at 11 a.m.

-and 7: 15p.rn. weekdays
The 26-year-old evangelist was

verted at the age of 9 and
preaching when he was 14. He
conducted crusades and revivals in
states. He attended East
State University and
School of Religion, Milligan
Nursery service will be

and the public is invited.



athletics, arts and crafts, etc.;
weekday afternoons - children's
Bible clubs and 0 ther activities;
Thursday night - programs for
young people. Day programs
for senior citizens will be held in
cooperation with CVTI.
The building and its facilities

will be available to the entire
church and for church
sponsored activities. The
church pastor explained that all
activities in the new addition
will be scheduled due to the

East Taylorsville 8a tist Plans Dedication
Sunday Of New Family Mini'stlies Building
The recently completed Elsie

Pennell Memorial Family
Ministries Building at East
Taylorsville Baptist Church in
Taylorsville will be dedicated
Sunday, January 28.
Open House for the new

addition is scheduled from 2
p.m. until 5 p.m., and a
dedication service will be held
at 3p.m. in the gymnasium area
of the building,
Construction on the building,

totaling approximately $135,000,
began in November, 1!r77.The
general contractor for the
project 'was Moss-Marlow
Building Company. The
building covers an area of 11,000
square feet and features a new
suite of offices for the general
secretary, minister of music
and education, and the pastor as t

well as a conference room and
four classrooms for
junior-serioir Sunday school
classes. 1\ kitchen, gymnasium
containing a junior high
regulation basketball court and'
shuffleboard area, and a
balcony area which will serve
as a snack area with ping pong
tables and foosball are also
iocluded.
"The new building will serve

to give us a comprehensive
program for everyone ranging
in age from pre-schoolers to
senior citizens," explained Rev.
Gary Jennings, pastor of East
Taylorsville Baptist Church.
A schedule of activities in the

new building is as follows:
Monday night - men's meetings
and intramural sports; Tuesday
night - ladies' activities,

"'Viva Herald
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~s
V~'d~se ~~~~mery Herald
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large number of people
Involved.
The pastor noted that the new

building was named in honor of
the late Elsie C. Pennell in
recognition for her service to
the church in numerous
capacities.
The new structure is basically

a pre-engineered building of
steel and masonry and is
completely tiled and carpeted
throughout. The offices and
educational annex are

completely air-conditioned.
Scheduled to take part in the

dedication service are Hubert
Moss, founder and president of
Moss-Marlow Building
Company, Inc. and Rev.
Roger Wall, pastor of Linney's
Grove Baptist Church; Rev.
Marshall Sargent, pastor of
Stony Point Baptist Church and
moderator of the Alexander
County Baptist Association and
Rev. Keith Childers of
Taylorsville.

DEDlCATION IS SET .. The recently completed Elsie Pennell Memorial
Family Ministries BUilding at East Taylorsville Baptist Church will be dedicated
this Sunday, January 28th at 3 p.m. in the building's gymnasium area. An open
house of the facility Will be from 2p.m. unti15p.m.
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BUILDING PROGRESS .. The new family ministries building at East Taylor.
sville Baptist Church is under construction and church officials are hoping it will
be ready for use by mid-September. The building, containing some 10,000square
feet of floor space, and costing apprOXimately $130,000, will contain a gym.
nasium, four new Sunday School rooms, a conference room, a new kitchen, and
new offices for the church secretary, the pastor, and the minister of music and
education.



MOODY ADAMS

Will Speak
At East lay.
Baptist Church
Moody Adams of Baker,

Louisiana, who is probably the
"world's busiest speaker" will
speak on Sunday, September 3,
at East Taylorsville Baptist
Church at 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
6:30 p.m., and 7 :30 p.m.
Adams speaks over 700 times

a year stressing the message
that Jesus Christ can make
losers out of winners. After two
years of studying. in L.S.U.'s
speech school, a professor told
him, "forget it, you will never
make a public speaker." But
Adams believes God enables a
man to do anything he calls him
to do. To date over four million
have come to hear him.
WhenAdams decided to leave

a small rural pastorate to
become an evangelist, he had
only three engagements and
was unknown. This year he is
holding fourteen city-wide
crusades and has about 700total
engagements. He has sold over
120,000 copies of his books,
made a 'movie with Paul
Harvey, appeared in 1,100
school assemblies and over 70
television talk shows.
Everyone is invited to attend

the services on Sunday at East
Taylorsville free of charge.
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A multi-purpose Family
Ministries Building is to be
constructed on the grassy lot
area behin<!.~st Taylorsv'll~
Baptist QlUrch at a cost of
$130,000.
The building is to be of

pre_engineered metal and
masonry and will contain some
10000square feet of floor space
wi'th a full-sized gymnasium,
four new classrooms, a kitchen
fellowship area, and a new suite
of offices. The building will be
carpeted and t~ed.
The gymnaslum part of the

building will accommodate
basketball, volleyball,
tennis, racquet ball,
tumbling, and can also serve
a children's church, and as
auditorium for youth JUCCLlIl1!lII

and fellowship meetings.
It can also be used for t.hf

royal ambassadors and girls'

auxiliary groups, and will
provide for the senior citizens
and home extension members
meetings which are held each
Thursday for arts and crafts
pruposes.
The church membership

voted to proceed with the
project during a meeting the

night of September 11th.
Rev. Gary Jennings, church

pastor, said that grading for the
building site will begin next
week, and hopefully will be
finished by the end of January.
Contractor for the project is
Moss-Marlow Construction
Company of Hickory.



East Yay. Bapt. Revival Sept. 18·23

,,
Rev. Richard Ratliff, pastor

of Sunnyside Baptist Church in
, Kingsport, Tenn., will be the
guest speaker for the fall
revival meetings at East
Taylorsville Baptist Church,
beginning on Sunday evening,
September 18th at 7:30 p.m. and
continuing through September
23rd.
Ratliff is a former Southern

Baptist Evangelist and has

pastored for many years. There
will be special singing each
night.
The public is cordially invited

to attend. A nursery will be
provided each night.

••••_, ... 0 _''''' ~
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East Tay.
Baptist to
hold'l~~ .
East ~lorsVille BW]tist

C!lYtiili wn hold Vacation
Bible School June 22 - 25
from 6:00-8:30 p.m, each
evening. This year's theme
will be "The Great Kingdom
Caper--Cracking the Charac-
ter Code."

Join us for an intriguing
mission through the vibrant
streets of London and
throughout the colorful
British Isles to investigate
and uncover clues in the. .
case of The Great Kingdom
Caper.

While on special assign-
ment, you will experience
fact-revealing Bible studies,
amazing crafts, music with a
British flare, unUsual and
fun snacks, and challenging
recreation.

Everyone is invited to
attend. The church is locat-
ed at 246 1st Ave. Dr. SE,
Taylorsville. For more infor-
mation, call 632-2564.
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East Taylorsville Baptist Church

Ministries Program Offers Clothing,
The East Taylorsville Baetist

Church has opened a Socia
Ministries Program in the old
Alexander County Railroad Ice
and Coal Building along N. C. 90
just east of Taylorsville.
They have hundreds and

hundreds of clothing items
available--dresses, coats, pants,
blouses, shirts, shoes,
pocketbooks, hats, belts, and
other items.
Rev. Gary Jennings, church

pastor, said a full range of
clothing ministries will be of-
fered to adults and children.

"Within the' limits of our
service no one will ever be
refused help," Jennings said.

"Any person in Alexander
County who needs clothing may
stop by. We'll be open Monday
through Friday afternoons from
one o'clock until five o'clock
and on Saturdays from ten
o'clock in the morning until five
o'clock in the afternoon."
In addition to those hours

appointments can be made for
other times by calling the
church at 632-2564.

Any person that uses the
clothing program may take
three items of clothes of any
style or size at anyone time up
to the total number in the
family. This may be done as

often as twice a month.
Boone Crawford will be the

lay director in charge of the
cl?thing ministry. Crawford, h~s
W~f~, RaChel, and Ron?le
WillIams Were moving clothing
goods to the new location last
Friday.
The Alexander Railroad

granted the church permission
to use the ice and coal building
fr~e. of charge for the social
mInIStries program.
~revioUsly the clothing,

which is donated by various
people, was stored at a garage
and in a vacant house owned by
the .. school board but these
faCilities Were inadequate to

Other Items
handle the abundant supply and
the new location makes it easier
for public access since it fronts
on one of the major highways
coming through the county.
Anyone with clothing to

donate may bring it by and
either leave it on the porch or
drop it in the clothing station
just in front of the main
building. The clothing station
has a deposit area for quick,
easy disposal of clothes.
Jennings said that they will

inspect anything for possible
use and the useable items will
be placed in the building.
In addition some household

'items are available and items of
this type are being accepted for
families who are burned out or
who need household items in an
emergency situation.
Jennings used as an example

of an emergency situation a
mother with a small child who is
without a refrigerator.
All the services are free but a

dignity dollar fund will be
available if anyone wants to
make a donation to help pay for
the ex~enses. Th.e expenses
would mclu~e. prImarily the
cost of the utIhtIes used.'
In addition at times some

shoes and underwear may have ,.
to be purchased in order to'
outfit individuals.

Jennings said that social
workers may refer people
possibly in need to the social
ministries program or bring
clients by or that people can
come in on their own, with or
without a referral.
He said the railroad Company

allowing the church to use the
building. enabled the program's
expansion. Already some
clients have been taken care of
at the new location.
Jennings s.aid the church does

not mamtam a regl'st
th e. ' er andererore does not k
many people tOok ad now how
the program last yea v~ntage of
that it was "a r ut noted

gOOdmany"
East Taylorsvill B"

Church took over e aphst
ministry progra the clothing
ago when th rn about a year
Jaycees mad: TaYlorsv!,le
station that the clotlJlng
H . ' Used to be 011 the
tharrls-Teeter lot aVaillible to
e Church.
~e Jaycees had previously

maintained the station in
cooperation with the Good Will
Industries.
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Frye Revival Coming
To Alexander County
Evangelist Stan Frye and Family

Evangelism Inc. will hold the seventh
annual Family Evangelism Rally at
East Taylorsville Bagtir Church in
Taylorsville Friday a p~m.
Guest preacher for the evening

will be the Rev. Kenneth Ridings of
Asheville. Ridings is professor of
homiletics at Fruitland Baptist Bible

'Institute and pastor of. the Gr~ssy
Branch Baptist Church 10 Asheville.
Special mUsicwill be provided .for

the evening by the East ~aylorsville
Baptisr church choir dIrected. by
G~ry Kerley. Ruth Gibson of Malden.
will be guest soloist.
I?uring the 'rally, a Family Evan-

gelism report will be presented along

Stan
Frye

with introduction of board members
and families. Refreshments will be
served. The public is invited.
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IN CONCERT AT EAST TAYLORSVILLE - The Gethsemane Quartet of Greensboro will
be in concert at the East Taylorville Baptist Church Sunday evening, November 30, at 7:00
p.rn. The Gethsemane is one of America's best loved gospel groups. Their style of harmony,
laced with both the Southern gospel favorites and the old hymns of the faith, promise a night
of praise which the entire family can enjoy. There is no admission for this "Thanksgiving-
Southern style" program of music.
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REV. TOM CREWS

East Taylorsville
Revival Speaker
Rev. Tom Crews, pastor of

the Mount Vernon Baptist
Church in Georgia will be the
visiting eva~gelist for the May
4-May 9 revival services at the
East Taylorsville Baptist
Church.
There will be a special sing-

ing each evening for the 7:30
p.m. services. Rev. Crews has
served as pastor of the 85- ear-
old Mou~t Vernon Bft,Ust
Church Since 1972 and the
church is located in a rural area
of less than 200people.
The church has grown

tremendously since 1972 with
tithes and offerings increasing
from $15,000 in 1972 to over
$208,000in 1979and there have
been over 600 baptisms, con-
struction of a new 500seat sanc-
tuary and new educational
building. The Mount Vernon
Church has just purchased 16
acres of land to build a 2,000
seat sanctuary and new
facilities in the next 3 to 5 years.
Prior to entering the ministry

in 1972,Crews was district sales
manager for the National Meat
Packing Company in a four
state area. He was born in
Walkertown,' N.C. and
graduated from High School
there in 1946, and served in the
U.S. Navy. He attended the
Moody Bible Institute in
Chicago and is married to the
former Jenny Adams of Elkin,
N.C. They have three children
(all married).
East Taylorsville Baptist

Church pastor, R~v. Gary Jenn-
ings, and the cdrigregation in-
vites the public to attend these
services. /



REV.TOM~WS

East Taylorsv'flle
Revival Speaker
Rev. Tom Crews, pastor of

the Mount Vernon Baptist
Church in Georgia will be the
visiting evangelist for the May
4-May 9 revival services at the
East Taylorsville Baptist
Church.
There will be a special sing-

ing each evening for the 7:30
p.m. services. Rev. Crews has
served as pastor of the 85-year-
old Mount Vernon Baptist
Church since 1972 and the
church is located Ina rural area
of less than 200people.
The church has grown

tremendously since 1972 with
tithes and offerings increasing
from $15,000 in 1972 to over
$208,000in 1979and thers have
been over 600 baptisms, con-
struction of a new 500seat sanc-
tuary and new educational
building. The Mount Vernon
Church has just purchased 16
acres of land to build a 2,000
seat sanctuary and new
facilities in the next 3 to 5 years.
Prior to entering the ministry

in 1972,Crews was district sales
manager for the National Meat
Packing Company in a four
state area. He was born in
Walkertown,· N.C. and
graduated from High School
there in 1946,and served in the
U.S. Navy. He attended the
Moody Bible Institute in
Chicago and is married to the \
former Jenny Adams of Elkin,
N.C. They have three children
(all married).
East Taylorsville Baptist

Church pastor, Rev. Gary Jenn-
ings, and the congregation in-
vites the public to attend these
services.
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SANCTUARYEXPANSION-East Taylorsville Baptist Church is grOwing,
and in order to accommodate that growthi renovations to enlarge the present
sanctuary began July 31st. Harrington Construction of Taylorsville is handling
the $260,000project which is scheduled to be completed by February 1984. Ser-
vices will be held in the gymnasium area beginning in October, when the in-terior work on the building gets underway.



t Youth Revival
~ At East Tay.

-~ Baptist ChurCh
<, Rev. Pat Fortner-c
-...j Lynchburg, Virginia will
-..i) Conduct fall Youth Revival

Services beginning Saturday,
September 29, at 7:00 P.m. at
the East Taylorsville BaptistChurch.

Anative of Alexander COunty,
Rev. Fortner is a stUdent at
Liberty Baptist Seminary in
Lynchburg. He is married to the
former Janice Wike and they
have one daughter.
Servi ces will Continue

through Sunday night and the
public is in vited to attend.



"Happy Days" Camp Held
At East Tayforsville Church
July 23-27 was - a learning

week for 13 handicapped
children during the fifth annual
''Happy Days" Day Camp at
East Taylorsville Baptist
Church.
According to the camp's

director, Janelle Williams, the
camp has been the only one of
its kind in the county this
summer.
"The purpose of the camp is

to provide different learning
experiences for the
handicapped during the
summer when they're not in
school," explained Ms.
Williams.
Activities the children were

involved in included music,
crafts, swimming, and visits to
a lodhl dairy farm and Tuttle
State Park in Lenoir, N.C. They
also had a visit from Willie the
Clown,who, without costume, is
Hiddenite magician Bill
McLaury.
Assisting in the camp's

activities were Miriam
Bowditch, director of the
Developmental Center for the
Handicapped, a part of
Foothills Mental Health; Linda
Best and Janie Shipley, home
extension agents; and parents

of handicap~hildren known
as handipare. '
Mrs. Linie Keever a

Handiparent, n~ed that' her
organization plan, to make
their yard and sid~alk sales
annual projects to he\sponsor
the day camp.
The camp's directo was

hired with funding fro the
Handi-Parents w h
contributions from the Rota
and Kiwanis clubs. Easb
Taylorsville Baptist Church
donated the use of their gym
area for activities during the
camp. The Bethlehem Jaycees
donated the use of the
Bethlehempoollast Friday, and
use of their activity bus.
Handicapped students

throughout the county are
encouraged to attend the camp.
Ages of students range from
three to fourteen. EMR
(Educa ble Mentally Retarded)
and TMR (Trainable Mentally
Retarded) students attended
the camp.
Ms. Williams broke -the

children down into two
categories, autistic and Down
Syndrome. She described
autistic children as withdrawn
and unable to communicate

with others. "Their motives
inwardly driven. instead
outwardly driven"
explained. The dire~tor
children included in the Down
Syndrome category fit the 4().50
IQ range.
"I think the children reall

enjoyed the camp and learned y
lot from their experienc a
th " esere, commented M
Williams. s.
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EAST TAYLORSVILLE - 1924
~ Feb. 10 ALEXANDER
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