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{;,Church celebrates 
J: I OOth anniversary 

By Deidra Sutton 
Centerville Baptist Church 

celebrated its lOOth anniversary 
Saturday and Sunday on the 
church grounds. 
The festivities began on Satur 

day with a church- wide cookout 
followed with a gospel sing 
featuring The Searchers from 
Chesapeake, Va. and Jimmy Lee 
from Fairmont. 
Services began Sunday with 

the church history and a slide 
presentation given by Jenny 
Smith. There was also special 
music and the sermon was given 
QY the pastor of the church, Rev. 
W. L. Chappell, Jr. 
Following the service young 

people of the church released 
scripture filled balloons honoring 
the occasion. 
A covered dish lunch was serv 

ed on the grounds to about 400 
members and guest. 
The celebration concluded with 

Members of Centerville Baptist Church released scripture-filled balloons Sunday honoring the 
church's lOOth anniversary. (Photo by Keith Parker) 

gospel sing featuring The Sear- naanland Singers, Lumberton; 
chers, Jimmy Lee, The Ca- Jerry Shooter, Fairmont; and 

Wilkerson, Nashville, 
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Searchers, a gospel 
music group, will sing at 
Centerville Baptist Church 
on Saturday at 7 p.m., and 
again on Sunday in the 11 
a.m. worship service. '' 
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/, CenterdUe Raptis{ 
Churcfi will have revival 
servICes Sunday through 
Thursday at 7 p.m. The 
speaker Sunday evening will 
be the pastor, the Rev. Ed 
Wilcox, and the speaker 
Monday through Thursday 
will be the Rev. Eugene 
Ridley, pastor of Longleaf 
Baptist Church, Wilmington. 
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CENTERVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH'S NEW BALL PARK 

Centerville has park dedication 
Vickie Turner, Vickie Stephens, 
Jane Lee, Carol Ann Herring, 
Lynn tkinson, Terry Turner, 
Tanya Smith, Faye Moody, 
Lorraine Leggett, Pat Sutton, 
Linda Freeman, Linda Lamb, Jane 
Atkinson, Faye Chappell, Donna 
Atkinson, Donna Chappell, Diane 
Bass, Myrtle Freeman. 

The Broad Ridge girls were 
Sylvia Prevatte, Minnie Branch, 
Kathy Collins, Faye Bullard, 
Barbara Cox, Brenda Pittman, Bre., 
via Connins, Linda Britt, Sarah 
Parker, Vickie Britt, Sheila Britt, 
Addie Lawson, Carolyn Britt, Ann 
Collins, Sue Britt, Anita Will 
oughby, Cynthia Thorp, Coached 
by Kenneth Collins. 

The second game between the 
men was played in the rain and 
the score is unknown. 

Centerville men's roster: John 

Atkinson, Wayne Turner, Larry 
Lamb, Marvin Stephens, Willie 
:We2t.herm"'l. W. L. Chappell 
Sanford Hardin, Andy Jones, 
William Horace Atkinson, Darrell 
Atkinson, Clifton Sutton, Phillip 
Herring, Ronald Herring, Joe Free 
man, Jimmy Bass, Larry Bass, 
Isham Wilkerson, Rex Parker, 
Ronald Pittman, Jimmy Lee, Billy 
Paul Jenkins. 

The Broadridge men: Royce 
Britt, Jerry Britt, Wayne Connor, 
William Stone, Ronnie Pittman, 
Stanley' Prevatte, Lee Jr. Martin, 
Linwood Collins, Jim Seaman, 
Ronnie Cox, Claude Floyd, James 
Sealey, J. A. Britt, Mike Lane, 
Norris bullard, Lee Roy Walters. 

Coaches: William Stone and 
James Sealey. 

Centerville Baptist Church ded- 
icated its so rk recently 

L; • l :_, twee 
Centerville and Broad Ridge men's 
and ladies' teams. 

Prayer of dedication was by the 
pastor, the Rev. W. L. Chappell, Jr 

The first pitch for the men's 
game was thrown by Bill Leggett, 
81, a deacon of Centerville Church 
and its oldest member. 

The field, fence, electrical 
work, grading and towers for the 
lights were made possible through 
many hours of hard work on part 
of the men of· the church and 
other volunteers. 

The Centerville ladies, coached 
by Jimmy Lee and J. T. Atkinson, 
won over the Broad Ridge ladies, 
5-2. 

The Centerville players were 
Jennie Smith, Brenda Harden, ~~-~====-· 
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Centerville received its name because it is halfway between the two 
towns of Nashville and Warrenton. 

It is believed that our Centerville Baptist Church was in the 
making even years before being chartered, as we know Rev. George 
M. Duke, John H. Harper, Albert G. Wilcox, and Ceorge 
Washington Coppedge preac hed in Centerville al the academy. One 
preacher, Rev. George M. Duke, at this time did not see the need for a 
new church because of the existence of Sandy Creek, Mt. Zion, and 
Red Bud churches. But George W. Coppedge took a stand along with 
the people in the community to build a church. 
The land was donated by Robert H. and Frances G. Griffin for the 

academy, to be used for worship and education. The labor and logs 
for the building were donated by members. The logs were hauled to 
Williams Mill in Slosh, North Carolina. 
This church was chartered under the leadership of Rev. George 

Washington Coppedge in 1913. A list of charter members includes 
Robert H. and Frances G. Griffin, William D. and Betty U. 
Upchurch, John T. and Luna B. Neal, J. Davis and Addie S. Gupton, 
Tinker H. and Lucinda P. Thompson, W. Arch and Martha C. 
Radford, and Martha C. Crowder. These charter members came out 
of Sandy Creek, Red Bud, and Mt. Zion churches. 

REV. GEORGE WASHINGTON COPPEDGE 

In 1844, Rev. George W. Coppedge was horn in Nash County, 
North Carolina, and on Friday night, October 9, 1914, he finished his 
course with joy and passed to his reward. 

In 1865 he was born of the Spirit and united with Peachtree 
Baptist Church. Feeling called of God to preach the gospel, he was 
licensed in 1876 and ordained to the full work of the ministry in 1880. 

His early educational advantages were very meager. When he 
entered the ministry, he could not read. He at once set about learning 
to read in order that he might read the Word of God, for he realized 
that he was greatly handicapped by his ignorance. His struggles to 
overcome this ignorance and his triumph over it makes a pathetic 

• and inspiring story. 
Feeling the need for an education himself, he was determined that 





Old Sarepta Methodist Church was located on what is now highway 
561 near the present Septra Church building. This being the only 
church in the community, many of the former members attended 

church there. 

Rev. George W. Coppedge 





his children should enjoy the advantages which had been denied 
him. He, therefore, moved to Wakefield, where there was a good 
school in which he placed his children. Realizing that as God had 
called him to preach, it was his part to prepare as much as possible for 
this great work. He entered school with his children; with them he 
learned the alphabet and took the first step in learning. But they were 
young and soon left their father behind. His slowness to learn to read 
and the fact that he had to plod through work over which his children 
passed with ease caused him great grief. He rejoiced in the fact that 
his children could learn so easily, but he was grieved over his own 
slowness. 
An old Bible which is now highly prized by the family was used by 

him during this period of discouraging struggles. It is marked 
through and through with stains of his tears. His mind was bound by 
fetters of ignorance, but he would not give up. It may be truly said of 
him that he "resisted into blood striving against" ignorance. Finally 
through great and persistent efforts, the light began to break in, and 
he learned to read. Subsequently, his efforts in this direction were 
comparatively easy. At the forty-eighth annual Tar River 
Associational meeting, the sum of $75 was applied to his education. 
It was said no appropriations paid by the association ever paid better 
dividends than this. 

Having fully surrendered himself to the service of God, he 
triumphed over his obstacles and won a victory rich in glorious 
results. The work and successes of his afterlife compare favorably 
with those of men whose education were far superior to his. 

Perhaps chief among the striking characteristics of Brother 
Coppedge was absolute consecration to the will of God. His one 
prayer was, "What will thou have me to do?" Having received an 
answer to this prayer, he at once set out to work. All through his 
ministry his chief aim was to do the will of God. 

He literally lived and walked by faith. In the darkest day and in the 
face of the most discouraging conditions, he bravely went forward, 
fully assured that God was with him that the light would come, that 
the difficulties would overcome, and that victory would be achieved. 
It was his abiding faith that enabled him to win many glorious 
victories where otherwise there would have been disastrous failure. 
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Such a faith as his in the God whom he served could not fail. 
Being a man of strong convictions, it mattered not how great the 

opposition. When once convicted of the right, he calmly and with 
determination maintained his position. He threw his whole being 
into whatever he undertook and succeeded because he did not expect 
to fail. 
He was a pioneer and rarely built on other men's foundations. He 

chose to work among the destitute in unpromising fields, and usually 
succeeded in building up active, self-supporting churches. He 
greatly enjoyed when he could resign these churches to pastors who 
had enjoyed great advantages. Then he entered other fields which 
were in sore need of pioneer work. his early struggle eminently fitted 
him for this kind of service. 
Another distinguishing characteristic was his passion for souls. 

He found his greatest joy in winning the lost to Jesus. He rarely lost 
an opportunity to win a soul. Being a man of the people, with whom 
he lived in the most intimate relations, his opportunities to win 
friends to the Master were frequent; and having the heart of a tender 
shepard, it was his privilege to comfort and strengthen the weak and 
sorrowing. 
He was a man of one book: the Bible. The Bible alone was the 

means of his counsel. He loved it; he comprehended it; and he 
preached its great fundamental truths. The people delighted to hear 
him. 
During his ministry, Mr. Coppedge served a large number of 

churches in the Central, the Flat Rock, the Raleigh, and the Tar 
River Associations. He was a faithful and efficient minister and 
pastor. 
He had often expressed his desire to die in the harness, which was 

literally fulfilled. The Tar River Association, of which he was a 
member, had just closed its eighty-fourth session when he was 
stricken with paralysis and died two days later. He had taken an 
active part in the business of the Association and had the pleasure of 
bringing into the body two new churches which he had constituted 
during the past year. One of these was our own Centerville Baptist 
Church. 
He was neither learned or eloquent, but the text from which Rev. 
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George M. Duke preached the funeral sermon of Brother Coppedge 
adequately and appropriately describes him, "For he was a good 
man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith; and much people was 
added into the Lord." Acts 11 :24. Before his death in 1914, 
Centerville Baptist Church joined the Tar River Association. 

REV. ALFRED PLUMMER MUSTIAN 

"Plummer Mustian," as he is familiarly called, is the son of the late 
Edward Lewis and Caroline Mustian. He was born near Warrenton, 
North Carolina on August 23, 1883. He was converted at the age of 
twelve and joined the Warrenton Baptist Church. 

He was educated at Buies Creek Academy, Wake Forest College, 
and Crozer Theological Seminary. He was licensed to preach by 
Marmaduke Church, November 3, 1907, and ordained by the same 
church in December of 1910. He was pastor of Harris Chapel and 
Antioch churches in Halifax County seven years. A part of this time 
he was also pastor of Centerville and Inez churches. 

He grew up in the Tar River Association, joined a Tar River 
Church, was licensed to preach and ordained by another Tar River 
Church and three of his early pastorates were Tar River Churches. In 
1921 he was pastor at Winton and Union and did good work. 
On September 26, 1917, heirs of late John T. Neal gave one acre of 

land for which to build the first church. Trustees for the church were 
Tom Southall, W. D. Upchurch, and Percy Gupton. 

REV. B. E. MORRIS 

Brother Morris was born and partly reared in Gaston County, near 
Stanley, North Carolina. The date of his birth is August 29, 1889. 
His father, Rev. John Morris, was seriously injured when he was but 
twelve years old. This injury canceled his opportunities for early life. 
When he was seventeen, he spent part of one session in the grade 
school at Stanley, having saved a few dollars which furnished him the 
opportunity. He made no more efforts toward an education, until he 
entered the ministry in 1912. He was then twenty-three years of age. 
One year previous to this date, he was married to Miss Connie 





Rev. Alfred Plummer Mustian 

.. 

Rev. B. E. Morris 
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Margaret Abernathy of Alexis, Gaston County, North Carolina. He 
was converted and joined Bruington Baptist Church when eighteen 
years of age, being baptized by Rev. I. T. Newton, in July 1908. Four 
years later, he decided to enter the ministry and was licensed to preach 
on December 14, 1912, by High Shoal Baptist Church of which he 
then was a member. He was ordained by the same church. On May 
25, 1916, he graduated at South Fork Institute, Maiden, Catawba 
County, North Carolina, being president, orator, and poet of the 
senior class. He was also one of the Commencement speakers. He 
entered Wake Forest College in the fall of 1916 and received the B. A. 
Degree in the spring of 1920. 

In the spring of 1920, he was one of the representatives of Wake 
Forest College in the Colgate-Wake Forest debate in Washington D. 
C. at the opening of the Southern Baptist Convention. He received 
the M.A. Degree from Wake Forest College in 1921. 
When he came to Wake Forest in 1916, he resigned his pastoral 

work in the South Fork Association. Soon after entering Wake 
Forest, he was called to Corinth Church of which he was pastor for 
-three years, having resigned the work there in December of 1919. He 
was also pastor of Marmaduke Church part of the year 1917 and all of 
the year 1918. He is now (1921) pastor of Maple Springs, White Level, 
and Hickory Rock in the Tar River Association, having accepted the 
work at Maple Springs in the fall of 1919 and the work of the other 
two churches with the beginning of the year 1920. 

7 

REV. J. U. TEAGUE 

J. U. Teague was born in Alexander County, North Carolina on 
October 8, 1882. He professed faith in Christ and joined Bethlehem 
Baptist Church in his native county at the age of 15. 
He received his academic training at Stony Point and Boonville 

High School. Following this course, he taught school for seven years 
before going to college. 

He entered Wake Forest College in 1909 and remained two years 
during which time he did some preaching as supply pastor. Then he 
was out of college for two years and accepted his first pastorate at 
Thanksgiving Church In the Johnson Association and taught 





Rev. J. U. Teague 

Rev. Loyd Washington Teague 
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school. He served that church for four years. He returned to college 
in 1913 and received his B. A. degree in 1915. During this time he 
served the following churches in Tar River Association: Advance, 
Centerville, Wood, and Pleasant Grove. 

REV. LOYD WASHINGTON TEAGUE 

Loyd Washington Teague pastored Centerville Baptist Church in 
1920 while his brother, J. U. Teague, went to the Seminary. Rev. 
Loyd Washington Teague, the fifth son of Marcus M. and Katherine 
Teague and the fourth minister of his family, was reared on his 
father's farm in Ellendale Township. He was educated in the district 
and high schools of Alexander County, graduated from Wake Forest 
College, and the Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky. He served pastorates at Cedar Creek, Kentucky; Granite 
Falls First, Wikesboro, Durham, Spruce Pine; First Baptist Church, 
Clover, South Carolina; and Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Tallahassee, Florida. He was an Army Chaplin in World War II with 
the rank of Captain. His home is in Granite Falls, North Carolina 
and in 1953 served as pastor in Hickory, North Carolina. 

REV. B. E. MORRIS 

B. E. Morris, previous pastor, served Centerville Baptist Church 
again in 1921. 

REV. GEORGE W. MAY 

Mr. May was one of the widely known pastors in the state. His 
prominence was due to hard work, devotion to duty and an abiding, 
active interest in people around him, and in whatever concerns them. 

He was born March 21, 1869 in the Cedar Rock section of Franklin 
County. Like most of their neighbors, his parents were unable to give 
him more than the education that "the Old Field School" of that day 
provided. Therefore, he was twenty-three years old before he was in a 
position to seriously undertake to secure a college education. He 
prepared himself for college by cutting cord wood at thirty-five cents 
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Rev. George W. May 
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per cord. He often worked until late at night to earn the money to pay 
for his schooling. 

_ He was converted in 1885, and feeling that he was called to preach 
entered Wake Forest College and struggled on in the face of great 
financial embarrassment until he graduated with a B. A. degree. 
He has served the following churches in the Tar River Association 

since May of 1893: Sulphur Springs in Warren County; Turkey 
Branch, Bear Swamp, and Antioch in Halifax County; Cypress 
Chapel, Mt. Hebron, Rock Spring, and Centerville in Franklin 
County; Red Oak, Pleasant Grove, Hickory, Samaria, Stanhope, 
Castalia, Nashville, and Fishing Creek in Nash County; and New 
Bethel in Vance County. 
During this period Mr. May not only earnestly and actively 

engaged in the work of the ministry, but he also labored untiringly 
for the education and development of the section· in which he 
operated. He has always stood for good roads, better homes, and 
improved school facilities. The schools at Castalia and Red Oak are 
monuments to his wise and untiring efforts and the magnificent 
church building at Red Oak, which costs $25,000. This indicates his 
leadership in building. 
Mr. May has the heart of a missionary and the destitution of Baptist 

preaching in the Hyde County Mission Field appealed strongly to 
him. He therefore resigned.his delightful pastorate at Red Oak; and, 
accepting work under the Board of Missions, moved to Fairfield and 
became pastor of that great mission field composed of three small 
churches (Swan Quarter, Rose Bay, and Baum Town) and two out 
stations (Fairfield and New lands). 
Brother May strikingly resembles in his preaching the 

characteristics, methods, and even in his personal appearance, of his 
distinguished uncle, the late George M. Duke. 
He was married to the former Lizzie Hollingsworth and had four 

children: Lois, Annie Laura, Bennie and George. 
During his time at Centerville, the church was built of green 

timber. Money was scarce, and the church was poorly built. Because 
of this, the building didn't last long. This church was dedicated in 
1926. 

• 
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REV. JOHN WESLEY LAMBERT 

John Wesley Lambert was born on October 25, l 909 in 
Franklinton, North Carolina. He was married to the former Luna 
Lewis of Four Oaks, North Carolina. He received his B. A. degree at 
Wake Forest University and his Master of Divinity degree at.Crozer 
Theological Seminary and a Master of Education degree at North 
Carolina State University. He served Centerville Baptist from l 934 to 
1935. 

REV. JOHN EDWARDS 

John Edwards was born on October 19, 1905 in Franklin County, 
North Carolina. He is the son of Thomas William and Luvenia 

. Adcock Edwards. He became a Christian at the age of 13. During 
high school years, he knew God was calling him to preach. He 
attended Campbell College, graduated in 1933 from Wake Forest 
College, and was ordained to the ministry in 1932 at Corinth 
Baptist Church. He married in 1935 Margaret Woodlief of 
Henderson, North Carolina. This marriage has been blessed with 
two sons, Brantley and Tommy, and one daughter, Johnette 
Church, and seven grandchildren. 
The churches he served from 1932 to 1944were: North Henderson, 

South Henderson, Red Bud, Hickory Rock, Advance (Bobbit) 
Centerville from 1935 to 1944), Wood, Mt. Zion, Sandy Creek, Maple 
Springs, Inez, Castalia, Arcola, Harris Chapel, White Level; 1944- 
Gorman Baptist in Durham, North Carolina; Eller Momorial in 
Greensboro in 1952; Flat Rock Baptist at Hamptonville from 1959- 
1971. He retired from Flat Rock in July of 1971 and moved to 
Durham, North Carolina in August of 1971. Since his retirement, he 
has been interim pastor at Red Bud, Sandy Creek, Mt. Zion, New 
Sandy Creek, Olive Grove, Pisgah, Check Height, Fieldcrest, and 
Plainview. In January of 1983 he was made Emeritus pastor of 
Gorman Baptist Church. It was often said that Mr. Edwards was a 

• strong God-filled man to pastor so many churches at one time. It is 
also believed that he pastored eight churches at one time. 
In 1935, our Centerville Baptist Church was old and beyond repair. 
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The building was leaning and it was said the two Sunday school 
rooms on the right side was the only thing keeping it from falling 
over. The ground could be seen through the large cracks in the floor 
and the only heat was a big pot-belly stove which was located in the 
center isle. You would either burn up or freeze. Hazel Parrish Taylor 
said she was present at the funeral of Mr. Sam Lancaster and the 
casket almost turned over. This must have been the moment the 
members of the church decided the old church must come down to 
make way for a new one. 
Under the leadership of Rev.Edwards,plans were in the making for 

a new and adequate church building. The Women's Missionary 
Union were striving so hard to reach this goal by sponsoring auction 
sales, food plate sales, and dinners. The WMU members would set 
hens to raise money for the church building fund. From then on, 
yearly auctions were held to raise money. Then World War II took so 
many of the young men and women to war-time jobs away from 
Centerville, and the building was not started until some years later. 
On March 31, 1942, the church purchased one acre of land in the back 
of the church from Mr. Jim Andrews to be used for a cemetery. Mrs. 
Lucy Privette was the first person buried here. Rev. Edwards served 
as Centerville Baptist Church's pastor from 1935 to 1944. 

REV. WILLIAM PAUL CHILDERS 

• 

Rev. Paul Childers became pastor of Centerville Baptist Church 
from 1945 to 1951. It was after World War II in 1946 under the 
leadership of Rev. Paul Childers that work was begun on the new 
building. 
Rev. William Paul Childers was born on August 3, 1908 in 

Johnston County, North Carolina. He was the son of A. D. Childers 
and Lessie Mitchell Childers. He graduated from Smithfield High 
School, attended Pisgah Baptist Church in Johnston County, 
Smithfield, North Carolina and in 1936 was ordained there. He was 
educated at Campbell College in Buies Creek and at Wake Forest 
College, Wake Forest, North Carolina. From 1936-1939, while a 
student at Campbell College, he was pastor of the Live Oak Baptist 
Church, Selma, North Carolina and the Second Baptist Church in 
Goldsboro, North Carolina. While a student at Wake Forest College, 
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Rev. William Paul Childers 
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he was pastor of Pearce Baptist Church, Zebulon, North Carolina, 
and Rock Springs Baptist Church, Bunn, North Carolina. He later 
served as minister at Ft. Barnwell Baptist Church near Kinston, 
North Carolina and taught at Dover High School. He married Addie 
Beaty Childers also of Johnston County, North Carolina. Mrs. 
Childers is a graduate of Meredith College, and taught at Gold Sand 
High School. · They have two children, Mrs. Juanita Childers 
Thomas and William Paul Childers, Jr. Rev. Childers was called 
to pastor the Centerville Baptist Church in June of 1944. 
After the war, the old church was torn down and Sunday School 

and church was held with the Sarepta Methodist Church. In 1946 
work was begun on this new building. Mr. Johnnie Neal handled 
every brick and hauled all the sand for the mortar that went into the 
church. The sand that was used to lay the brick was given by Brooks 
Parrish. Howard Griffin furnished the truck and gas to haul the 
sand. 

Under the construction of C. E. Goforth, with members of the 
church helping until his health stopped him, the church was then 
finished by Herbert Leonard, contractor. Services were held in the 
basement until the upstairs was finished. Stain windows, chimes, 
and columns were given as memorials. Eula Bertha Sykes and Troy 
Collins were the first couple to be married in the new church. This 
building was dedicated years later in 1954. 
In 1949, Miss Ruth Parrish gave the River Jordan scene painting 

for the baptistry, in memory of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Parrish. 

REV. R. EUGENE OWENS 

Rev. Owens became pastor of the Centerville Church in the fall of 
1951 and remained pastor until the spring of 1959. During this time, 
he was a student at Wake Forest College and Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Centerville was in a church field with the 
Red Bud Baptist Church; in 195 l the exterior of the present building 
had been completed, but the interior had never been finished. The 

• interior was completed during Rev. Owens' pastorate and an organ 
was purchased. Centerville and Red Bud were his first pastorates. 

In the fall of 1956 he became a graduate student at the Union 





Sarepta Church as it looks today. 

Rev. R. Eugene Owens 
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Theological Seminary in New York from which he received a masters 
and doctors degree. Upon leaving Union Seminary, he taught one 
year at the McMaster Divinity College in Hamilton, Ontario, 
Canada. The next few years he was a professor at the Southeastern 
Baptist Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina. In the summer of 
1967 he and his wife, Ann, went the the Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Ruschlikon, Switzerland, where he was a professor for 
two years. He became Senior Minister of the Myers Park Baptist 
Church in January 1969 and he has been there ever since. 
Melville Griffin, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Melville Griffin, Sr., was 

presented the God and Country Boy Scout Award by Rev. Owens in 
1953. 

REV. T. HAROLD STEEN 

T. Harold Steen, the son of W. T. and Molly Steen was born on 
Feburary 6, 1913 in South Carolina. He attended Wingate College 
and graduated from Wake Forest College. The first church he 
pastored was in Kannapolis, N.C. The second was Ephesus Baptist 
Church in Chapel Hill. He received the call to be a minister when he 
was thirteen years old, but he did not answer the call until he was 
twenty-five years old. Most of his ministry was in Franklin and Nash 
Counties. He served as pastor of Duke Memorial, White Level, 
Centerville, and Red Oak. He retired in 1975. Since then he has 
preached in 26 churches. He had three interims that lasted over a 
year. During his ministry at Centerville, the kitchen was completed. 
This was a community development project under the direction of 
L. S. Ward, Sr. Centervi11e Baptist Church received second place 
award for the cabinets that were built in the kitchen. These cabinets 
were built by H. Lloyd Gupton. The committee consisted of Mrs. N. 
H. Griffin, chairman; Mrs. B. M. Griffin; and Mrs. T. M. Lancaster. 

During the time Rev. Steen was Centerville's pastor, there was a 
growing feeling among all Tar River Baptists that each church 
should have a worship service each Sunday morning. This led to the 
purchase of land for a parsonage. 

In 1959, Centerville Baptist purchased chimes, speakers, and mikes 
for the basement. 
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God and Country Award 1953 
Rev. Harold Steen 

Second place winners in the Capital Area Farm, Home and 
Community Improvement Contest. 

1960 
Church Kitchen Project 





In 1960 the Tar River Association was held at Centerville. On 
April 30, 1962, the church purchased two acres of land across the 
highway from the church from Mrs. Annie Mae Griffin and R. D. 
and Mrs. Lila Griffin. 
The Building Committee chairman was Arthur Seaman. Trustees 

for the church included Arthur Seaman, John W. Neal, and-Stanley 
Lancaster. 
Rev. Steen resigned as pastor of Centerville Baptist Church on July 

21, 1963. 

REV. WADE FOWLER 

Rev. Wade Fowler, son of Leon A. and Hattie Fowler was born 
April 23, 1926 in Tabor City, North Carolina. He became a Christian 
at the age of fourteen and joined the Tabor City Baptist Church. He 
was called to preach the Word of God, September 1950. He graduated 
from Mars Hill College in 1952, Wake Forest College in 1954 and 
Southeastern Semenary at Wake Forest in 1958. His wife is Hazel 
Fowler. He has a daughter, Sandra and a son, Larry. Reverend 
Fowler pastored Centerville Baptist Church from Feburary, 1964 to 
December, 1964. 
The chalice over the front door of our church was given by Mrs. 

Flonnie Williams Thomas. This was made for her by her uncle. 

REV. FRANK B. WOOD 

• 

Rev. Frank B. Wood was born September 19, 1942. His wife's name 
is Martha Jane whom he married in 1965. They have three children. 
He graduated from Wake Forest University with a B.A. degree in 
1964, and from Southeastern Baptist Seminary. He pastored 
Centerville Baptist Church from May 1, 1965 to September 1966; East 
Bend from 1966-1970; and Betharia in 1970. Dr. Woodand his family 
are now living in Winston Salem, North Carolina where he is an 
assistant professor of psychology at Wake Forest University and is in 
the department of Neuro Psychology at Bowman Gray Hospital. 
During Rev. Wood's pastorate, the woodwork was stained in the 
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This house served as the church parsonage during the pastorate of 
Rev. John Edwards (1935-1944) and Rev. Paul Childers (1945-1951) 

Groundbreaking for new parsonage . 

• 
New Parsonage 
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sanctuary and vestibule. The Building Committee chairman Arthur 
Seaman. The church voted to build the parsonage. 
In 1967, the deacons recommended that we call Rev. W. Paul 

Childers to preach for us until a pastor could be called. Within a few 
months, we were engaged in building a home for our future pastors. 
"As time passed, our spirits were rekindled and as the ·soul of 
Jonathan was knit with the soul of David our souls became knitted 
together once again in a common purpose." (W. Paul Childers, Sr.) 

With the help of the members, Contractor Clifford Gupton built 
the parsonage. One year later, October 1968, our first full-time 
pastor, Rev. Lyman Wilson, moved into the parsonage. 
The parsonage building committee consisted of the following: 

Arthur Seaman, chairman; G. M. Raynor, Jr.; Agnes Lancaster; 
Lonnie Radford; E. L. Andrews; Mary Thomas; and Edith Griffin. 
The trustees were John W. Neal, Arthur Seaman, and Stanley 
Lancaster. The pulpit supply committee consisted of Willard 
Leonard, chairman; Dot (Lloyd) Gupton; and R. 0. Griffin. 

REV. J. LYMAN WILSON 

Lyman Wilson was born on October 16, 1926at Highlands, North 
Carolina. He is the son of Mack and Lona Wilson. He was baptized 
at the age of 14 and ordained to the ministry in 1947 at Clear Creek 
Baptist Church, his home church. He married Edith Kyle, daughter 
of Marvin and Lillie Kyle of Arden, North Carolina. They have a 
daughter, Genita, age 19, and a son, Roger, age 17. 

He received an A.A. degree from Mars Hill College: a B.A. degree 
from Furman University and a Masters of Divinity degree from 
Southeastern Seminary. He pastored the following churches: Clear 
Creek Baptist Church from 1947-1950; Newman's Chapel, Dillard, 
Georgia from 1950-1954; Bat Cave Baptist, Bat Cave, North Carolina 
from 1956-1959; taught school at Brevard, North Carolina from 1960- 
1961; Naples Baptist Church, Naples, North Carolina from 1962- 
1967; and Centerville Baptist Church from 1968 to 1981. Rev. Wilson 

• was our first pastor to occupy the parsonage. He was also a student at 
southeastern Seminary at Wake Forest when he came to us. He served 
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REV. WILLIAM HAROLD BURTON 

us for 13 years. We saw his children grow up and loved them all. He 
served twice as moderator of the Tar River Association. Since 1981. 
he is now pastor of Island Creek Baptist Church in Henderson, North 
Carolina. 
During Rev. Wilson's pastorate, our baptistry was completed in 

1978. An organ was purchased; softball teams were organized: and 
Rev. Wilson gave the church an annual pig picking each summer. 
Centerville Baptist Church co-hosted the Tar River Association twice 
during Rev. Wilson's pastorate. Centerville co-hosted with Sandy 
Creek and Wood on these occasions.The parsonage note-burning was 
done and new furniture was bought for the Sunday School rooms in 
the basement. 
Lyman Wilson completed his ministry at Centerville on 

September 22, 1981. Dr. Gwenn McCormick served as interim pastor 
and Douglas Mitchell served as the music director until the present 
pastor, Harold Burton, came in August of 1982. Douglas Mitchell 
served Centerville Baptist Church as music director from January 
1960 to April 1965; October 197 4 to October 1976; and October 1981 to 
June 1982. 

Mrs. Llnda Thompson now (1983) serves as music director and 
adult choir director and Mrs. Branda Burton serves as the director of 
the youth choirs. 

William Harold Burton was born on February 13, 1950 in 
Abbeville, South Carolina. He is the son of Rev. and Mrs. Billy 
Burton. He graduated from North Greenville Junior College, North 
Carolina Central University, and the International Bible Institute 
and Seminary. He also attended Lander College and Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Wake Forest, North Carolina. He 
was licensed to preach by Lanford Baptist church in June of 1972 and 
ordained as minister by the same church in June 1982. He has served 
the following churches: Calvary Baptist Church in Clinton, South 

• Carolina from 1972 to 1973; Mount Moriah Baptist Church in 
Durham, North Carolina from 1977 to 1979; Boydton Baptist 
Church, Boydton, Virginia from 1980 to 1982; and is presently the 
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pastor of Centerville Baptist Church. He is married to Bronda Faith 
Parker Burton. They have two children: Cory Michael Burton and 
Amy Hope Burton. Since Rev. Burton has been at Centerville, the 
bus has been used for various church outings, the church pews were 
padded, and the youth choirs were organized.Our present member 
ship is 225. 

Mr. Dwight Thompson gave Centerville Baptist Church a portrait 
of his brother, Horace, who was the first and only minister ordained 
from Centerville. Horace Graham Thompson was the son of Walter 
Norman and Nannie Gupton Thompson and was born on May I, 
1920 in Centerville. He joined the Centerville Baptist Church at an 
early age. He graduated from Gold Sand High School; graduated 
from Buies Creek College in 1942 and Wake Forest College in 1944. 
He was ordained into the ministry on December 3, 1944at Centerville 
Baptist Church by former pastor, Rev. John Edwards, who was such 
an inspiration to Horace. Horace pastored the Wood and Castalia 
Baptist Churches from 1945 to 1947 and taught school at Bunn, 
North Carolina during these same years. He pastored the Columbia 
Baptist Church from 1947 to 1950 and also taught school in 
Columbia, North Carolina where he met and married Mary Elizabeth 
Miggette. This marriage was blessed with two daughters, Mary 
Emily Austell, and Darlene Oakes and one son, Benjamin Norman 
Thompson. He pastored Mars Hill Baptist Church in Colerain, 
North Carolina from 1950 to 1959; Fountain Baptist Church from 
1959 to 1965; Hocutte Memorial Baptist Church in Clayton, North 
Carolina from 1965 to 1968; Winterville Baptist Church from 1968 to 
1976 in Winterville, North Carolina where he died on November 16, 
1976 at the age of 56. 
Plaques containing the names of Centerville'schartermembersare 

given to the church by their children and grandchildren. A plaque 
• containing names of pastors of Centerville Baptist Church to date 
will also be hung in the vestibule. 
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John W. Dement 
John T. Neal 
Tom Southall 
Authur Shearin 

George Raynor, Sr. 
Garland Dement 
Johnnie W. Neal 
Willie Andrews 
Percy Gupton 
Howard Griffin 
Moses Sykes 

W. Paul Childers 
Lonnie Radford 
Donald Griff in 
Lee Bowman 

Charlie Raynor 
B. Melville Griffin 

Earnest Holland Denton 
Arthur H. Seaman 
Willard F. Leonard 
Edward Radford 
Richard Shearin 
Troy Collins 

Garner Dement 
Archie H. Thompson 
Raymond Dement 
Joe Duke Radford 
Douglas Mitchell 
Stanley Lancaster 

Wade Foster 
William Jones 
Robert L. Neal 
Micky Dement 
Jerry Gupton 
Hazel Taylor 
Irene Shearin 
Edith Griffin 

DEACONS AND DEACONESS OF 
CENTERVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH 





SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The first Baptist Sunday School held in Centerville was organized 
by Mr. Stephen Gupton in about 1900. Mrs. Fannie Crowder 
Andrews attended this Sunday School when she was about six or 
seven years old .. The meeting place was at a store that was located 
between where Donald and Ruby Griffin and CharlesBurnette's store 
now stands. 

Superintendents of Sunday School at Centerville Baptist Church 

Mr. Stephen Gupton 
Mr. Arthur Shearin 
Mr. Howard Griffin 
Mr. Melville Griffin 
Mr. Richard Shearin 
Mr. E. H. Denton 

Mr. Raymond Dement 
Mr. Jerry Gupton 
Mrs. Hazel Taylor 

Mr. La Verne Griffin 
Mrs. Irene Thomas Shearin 

Mr. Garner Dement 

Mrs. Irene Thomas Shearin and Mrs. Marie Denton organized the 
nursery in 1951. 

WOMEN'S MISSIONARY UNION 

Our first Women's Missionary Union was organized by Mrs. Jodie 
B. Neal, wife of charter member, John T. Neal, 1916. The first 
meeting of the WMU was held at Mrs. Jodie B. Neal's house. Mattie 

• Dement Brewer, as a little girl, attended with her mother, Mrs. Mollie 
Thompson Dement, this meeting. Mrs. Neal served hot chocolate 
and cake at the meeting. 
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Charter Members 

Mrs. Jodie B. Neal (President) 
Mollie T. Dement 
Rosella G. Leonard 
Frankie G. Griffin 

Mrs. Martha Crowder 
Mrs. Lucinda P. Thompson 
Mrs. Martha C. Radford 
Mrs. Bettie U. Upchurch 
Mrs. Addie S. Gupton 

On January 4, 1917, Mrs. Jodie B. Neal received a letter from the 
President of the Women's Missionary Society, Mrs. C. C. Bowden. 
Mrs. Bowden also sent a missionary program book called The Royal 
Service. They had another meeting on January 24, 1917. The 
missionary group grew into three circles. They included a prayer 
group, mission action group, and a Bible Study group. From 1956~ 
1957, Mrs. B. M. Griffin, was prayer chairman of the Tar River 
Association. At this time, the association consisted of 62 churches. In 
1959, the YWA had a white Bible ceremony; Mrs. Edith Griffin was 
counselor. Now (1983) the groups consist of the BYW (Baptist 
Young Women) and the Baptist Women missionary Society. The 
groups, G. A. 's, R. A. 's, and Mission Friends, are held for the 
children. 

MUSIC 

Mrs. John Neal, Miss Lola Leonard and Miss Nonie Bunn 
Hollingsworth sold ads for a souvenir program for Centerville 
Baptist Church. The proceeds were used to buy the church's first 
piano. 

The church's first organists were Mrs. Bertha Neal Sykes and Mrs. 
• Ludie Thompson Leonard. They were organists until Mrs. Maggie 

Duke Neal became the organist serving from 1922 to 1956. She was 
the church's organist and pianist until Rae Andrews Manning 
became organist in 1954. Rae Manning is currently (1983) 
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CHURCH LIBRARY 

Centerville Baptist Church's organist and Diana Leonard is the 
assistant organist and pianist. Miss Allison Dement is the pianist. 
Mrs. Bronda Burton is the youth pianist. 

The church library was opened on April 24, 1955. The WMU gave 
the first 15 books and the Church Library Department of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board in Nashville, Tennessee gave 10 books. Later 
51 new books were added. The first librarians were Rae Andrews 
Manning and Irene Thomas Shearin. During the first year, 362 
books were checked out. 
The Lay Bible placed on the podium was given in 1964 by the 

Foster family in memory of their daughter and sister, Mabel Foster. 

TAR RIVER ASSOCIATION 

The Tar River Association was organized in 1830. theexactdateof 
the organization and the place where it was effected are unknown. 
The probable time was the fall of 1830. As Elder William B. Worrell, 
the pastor of Sandy Creek Church, was the leading spirit in the 
movement, it is probable that this preliminary meeting was held at 
Sandy Creek, Franklin County. 
The churches represented in the preliminary meeting were from 

the Kehukee and Raleigh Associations. Those from Kehukee were: 
Ofuankie, Rocky Swamp, Fishing Creek, Mearn's Chapel, Sappony, 
Peach Tree, Red Bud, Sandy Creek, and Maple Springs. Those from 
the Raleigh Association were: Haywood, Flat Rock, Shiloh, and 
Sandy Grove. These churches were located in Franklin, Nash, and 
Halifax Counties. Some of them after a few years returned to the 
Kehukee Association. 
Having no minutes of this preliminary meeting, it is impossible to 

give a definite statement of the business transacted. There are reasons • 
for believing that James Southerland was elected moderator, and 
Elder Thomas Crochet, Clerk. 
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The delegates present resolved to organize a new association under 
the name of the Tar River Baptist Association. A committee was 
appointed to draft a constitution and rules of decorum to be 
submitted to the Association at the next meeting. The Association 
decided to hold the next meeting at Sandy Creek Meeting House and 
Elder Philemon Bennett was appointed to preach the introductory 
sermon. 
Several causes led to the organization of the new Association. The 

churches entering into it were for the most part, remote from the 
center of the Associations to which they belonged, and the method of 
travel was slow and tiresome. Therefore, the question of convenience 
had much to do with the movement. Again, they hoped by 
organizing a compact body to occupy and develop territory hitherto 
neglected by the associations to which they belonged. The largest 
factor, perhaps, that led to the movement resulting in the birth of this 
association may be found in the growing hostility to missionary 
efforts on the part of the Kehukee Association, which had departed 
from the faith of the fathers with reference to the spread of the Gospel. 

In 1804 the Keh ukee Association appointed a comrni ttee consisting 
of Elders Lemuel Bobbitt, Martin Ross, Aaron Spivey, Jesse Road, 
and John McCabe to attend a meeting at Cashie Meeting House, 
Bertie County, on Friday before the third Sunday in June 1805, to 

I 

confer with similar committees from the Virginia, Portsmouth, and 
Neuse Association for the purpose for devising ways and means to 
support the missionary cause. At this meeting arrangements were 
made to collect funds for missionary purposes, which was approved 
by the Association. In 1827 the Association reversed this decision 
with references to missionary operations and practically declared 
non-fellowship with those engaged in missionary efforts.This action 
was reaffirmed the next year. Consequently, there was considerable 
dissatisfaction among those who believed in organized efforts for the 
extension of the kingdom. This, doubtless, had much to do in 
leading to the organization of the Tar River Association. 
During the year following this preliminary meeting, the churches 

·intending to enter into the new association procured letters of 
dismissaJ from the Raleigh and Kehukee Associations for that 
purpose. Therefore, the organization of the Tar River Association 
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· was fully endorsed by the Raleigh and Kehukee Associations. 
The Tar River met in its first annual session at Sandy Creek 

Meeting House on Friday before the fourth Sunday in October 1831. 
Elder Philemon Bennett preached the introductory sermon from 
Malachi 3:16-18. James Southerland was elected Moderator; Elder 
Thomas Crochet, Clerk and Treasurer; and Archibald H. Davis, 
Assistant Clerk. 

Ninth anniversary (1839) 

Twelfth anniversary (1842) 

fourteenth anniversary (1844) 

Fifteenth anniversary (1845) 

Seventeen th anniversary ( 184 7) 

Twentieth anniversary (1850) 

This is the first time Thomas 
Wilcox is mentioned in the 
minutes of the meeting held 
at Flat Rock. 

Thomas Wilcox visited 
churches in the association. 

Thomas Wilcox preached a 
sermon at Brown's Meeting 
House. 

Thomas Wilcox traveled 568 
miles; he preached 31 days; he 
received $59.25 for his 
services. 

Thomas Wilcox preached in 
Warren County. 

At Red Bud, Thomas Wilcox 
was active in the field for 6Yz 
months; he traveled 1,260 
miles; he preached 93 
sermons; he baptized four and 
aided m establishing on 
Sabbath School. He had 
received $65.52 for his 
services. 





Twenty-eighth anniversary (1858) 

Thirty-fifth anniversary (1865) 

Thirty-sixth anniversary (1866) 

Thirty-eighth anniversary ( 1868) 

Thirty-ninth anniversary (1869) 

Forty-second anniversary ( 1872) 

Forty-sixth anniversary (1876) 

Forty-seventh anniversary (1877) 

Thomas Wilcox served four 
churches. 

George M. Duke preached. 

Thomas Wilcox preached. 

George M. Duke preached. 

George M. Duke preached. 

At Sandy Creek, Thomas 
Wilcox preached. 

George M. Duke preached. 

George W. Coppedge was 
present for the first time. 

The following is the history of the Tar River Association as quoted 
by Rev. Aubrey Tomlinson, the first president of the Association: 
The first associational missionary was Rev. Lee Pridgen, when in 
1949 he was called to Raleigh, North Carolina. On the second day of 
the 1958 session meeting with the Warrenton Church, messengers 
from the 62 churches then in the Tar River Association met together 
for the last time. Then those churches to form the Tar River 
Association moved to the Warrenton Methodist Church. Moderator 
J. E. Savage with M. T. Lamm as clerk, both from churches 
continuing in the Tar River Association led in the first hours and 
were elected to serve the next year. In 1959, the Association adopted 
the Constitution under which we now work with the amendments 
added during the years. A committee was appointed to recommend a 
missionary, and Mrs. W. J. Edwards, wife of the pastor of the church 

• at Castalia, North Carolina, was elected to get out the newsletters. 
She served until the Rev. J. Parker McLendon, then at Maple Springs 
and Duke Memorial became our missionary in 1960-1963. Churches 





The Tar River Association members shown at the Methodist Church 
in Warrenton, after they divided with the Cullom Association . 

• 

36 





in the Franklin-Nash County area were added to our association 
until all churches east of a line from Flat Rock to Franklinton in 
Franklin County and a number of those in Nash, Bailey and 
Stanhope associated with us, adding strength and vigor to the 
association. Mr. Mcl.endon led the association toward a strong 
missions committee and comprehensive associational calendar in 
addition to the important and inspiring Deacon-Pastor supper 
which brings people of the association together in increasing 
acquaintances with each other. A constitutional change set up the 
meetings of the association for one afternoon and evening in the 
spring and one afternoon and evening in the fall, replacing the all 
day sessions for two days in the fall. In 1963 Rev. Lynwood Coffman, 
pastor of the Bunn Church, was elected to serve as interim 
missionary. The Rev. Robert T. Latham was formally received as 
our missionary during the fall session in 1963. A strong feature of his 
administration was the number of talented laymen whom he drew 
into the Associational services. Also the early sixties was a time when 
the rising crescendo of the racial crisis struck our country, state and 
county. New pastors were confronted by churches containing 
centuries old customs and attitudes. On the whole, temperate 
language and actions prevailed and fellowship was preserved. But 
not everyone felt this need. A number of churches dismissed their 
pastors and others were able to move in the face of hostility. Still 
others felt the pastoral ministry for secular or institutional service. 
Churches were divided within and suspicious of other churches. Due 
to his own manner of presenting his point of view and to the hostility 
of many people in the association his service was rejected by a 
number of churches. Dispite these difficulties, a major advance was 
taken by the association under Mr. Latharn's leadership in the setting 
up of Seminary Extension courses. Many people persons in this 
association were privileged to expand their knowledge and 
understanding of the Bible. Mr. Latham resigned in 1960. Rev. 
Carroll Spivey, then pastor of Social Plains and Holly Grove was 
elected to serve as interim pastor. He served exceedingly well in 
·carrying on the calendar of the association and in decreasing the 
hostility and suspicion which had disturbed so many people. 
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In 1968, the Rev. John W. Woody came to serve as our missionary, 
further adding to the solidarity of our people. Several churches came 
to join us. Mr. Woody left to return to the pastorate in 1970. The Rev. 
Richard A. Pridgen, pastor of Peachtree Church, served effectively as 
interim missionary until the Rev. Charles P. Buchette, pastor of 
Cooleemee Baptist Church, came to us. His effectiveness in uniting 
our people and working toward as increasingly strong associational 
program is evident. On June 15, 1978, Dr. W.R. McCollum came to 
be our associational missionary. Dr. McColl um was born on May 20, 
1921. He is married to Martha who is a graduate of Ely College in 
Minnessota and is presently Associational secretary. They have three 
daughters: Patricia, Susie, and Ruth. Dr. McCollum attended 
Averett College, University of Richmond, Southeastern Seminary, 
and Luther Rice Seminary. His pastorates include Lone Oak Baptist 
Church, Axton, Virginia; Tomahawk Baptist Church, Midlothian, 
Virginia; Moffett Memorial, Danville, Virginia; Mt. Harmony 
Baptist Church, Rougemont, North Carolina; Webber Memorial 
Baptist Church, Richmond, Virginia; Island Creek Baptist Church, 
Henderson, North Carolina; and Director of Missions, Tar River 
Association, Louisburg, North Carolina. 
Dr. McCollum is doing wonderful work for our Tar River 

Association. He has brought the churches in a closer awareness of 
reaching out to more people and winning more souls for Christ. Rev. 
M. S. Shaw, in 1980, said we are truly blessed of God to have a 
Christian gentleman of Dr. McCollum's caliber as our Director of 
Missions. Rev. M. S. Shaw is Chairman of the Missions Committee. 





39 

Dr. W. R. McCollum 

• 





These three poems were used frequently by Rev. William Paul 
Childers in his services. 

My life is but a weaving, 
Between my Lord and me. 
I cannot choose the colors, 
For He weaveth steadily. 

Sometimes He weaveth sorrow, 
And I, in sinful pride, 

Forget that He sees the upper, 
And I, the underside. 

It is not until the looms are silent, 
And the shutters cease to fly; 
That God unrolls the canvass, 
And reveals the reasons why. 

The dark threads are as needful 
In the weaver's skillful hands, 
As the treads of gold and silver, 
In the pattern He has planned. 
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THE TOUCH OF THE MASTER'S HAND 

'Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer 
Thought it scarcely worth his while 

To waste much time on the old violin, 
But he held it up with a smile: 

"What am I bidden, good folks," he cried, 
"Who'll start the bidding for me?" 

"A dollar, a dollar"; then, "Two!" "Only Two?" 
Two dollars, and who'll make it three? 
Three dollars, once, three dollars, twice 

"Going for three __ " But no, 
From the room far back, a gray-haired man 

Came forward and picked up the bow; 
Then, wiping the dust from the old violin, 

And tightening the loose strings, 
He played a melody pure and sweet 

As a caroling angel sings. 

The music ceased, and the auctioneer, 
With a voice that was quiet and low, 

Said: "What am I bid for the old violin?" 
And he held it up with the bow, 

"A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two?" 
Two thousand! And who'll make it three? 

Three thousand, once three thousand, twice, 
And going, and gone" said, he. 

The people cheered, but some of them cried, 
"We don't quite understand 

What changed its worth," Swift came the reply: 
"The touch of the master's hand." 

• 

And many a man with life out of tune, 
And battered an scarred with sin, 

Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd, 
Much like the old violin, 

A "mess of pottage," a glass of wine; 
A game and he travels on. 

He is "going" once, and "going" twice, 
He is "going" and almost "gone" 

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd 
Never can quite understand 

The worth of the soul and the change that's wrought 
By the touch of the Master's Hand. 

Myra Brooks Welch 
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CROSSING THE BAR 

Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me! 

And may there be no moaning at the bar, 
When I put out to sea. 

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam, 

When that which drew from out the boundless deep, 
Turns again home. 

Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 

And may there be no sadness of farewell 
When I embark. 

For though from out our bourne of time and peace 
The flood may bear me far, 

I hope to see my pilot face to face, 
When I have crossed the bar. 

- Tennyson 

• 
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CHURCH SCENES 
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When the nursery first opened 

RA Boys 

• 

Service observing our country's bicentennial 
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CHRISTMAS SCENES 
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Christmas Scenes cont. 

• 

THE WILSONS 
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CHURCH CHOIR, ORGANIST, PIANIST 
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JUNIOR CHOIR 

BIBLE SCHOOL 
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TRIP TO THE ZOO 

• 
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PICNIC AT LAUREL MILL 

• 
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ICE SKATING 
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SENIOR CITIZENS DINNER AND EASTER PARADE 

• 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Mrs. Diana Leonard 
Mrs. Beatrice Griffin 

Mrs. Eunice Griffin Leonard 
Mrs. Fannie Crowder Andrews 

and to everyone who made a contribution to this history of 
Centerville Baptist Church . 
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