
King-sizi 
crusade 
planned 
Five-church event 
could be Gaston's 
biggest tent revival 
By Steve Leer 
Gazette State Editor 

GASTONIA - It started out as two 
Gaston churches hoping to save some time 
and energy by holding a combined tent 
revival. It has turned into live churches 
pooling their resources to save souls. j 

G. astonia's Br<:ok!~ig_h Bap~f: 
~st, 'sandy P1~~~11!~LEfilr-!.j 
Freewrrrllaptist and Mount Holly's •1 
°Ridg~iewJlaptistcfiurches expect ~lOU- : 
Sands of people to attend the two-week cru 
sade. Organizers believe the crusade could 
be the largest tent revival in Gaston history. 

They anticipate nightly crowds of 1,000 
or more to pack the tent, which holds 1,200. 

'There have been other tent crusades but 
not this large," said the Rev. James Lowery 
of Chapel Grove Baptist. ''As far as l know 
this is the largest tent crusade ever in Gaston 
County." 

The two-week crusade is scheduled 
nightly from Sept. 14-28, at Brookleigh 
Baptist. Evangelist Ed Lacey of Mobile, 
Ala., will speak the first week, with pastors 
from the sponsoring churches preaching the 
second week. · ; 

A large crusade choir made up of · 
bers of the host churches will sir· 'llillll!IJ~ll'ol 
evening. Special youth services are pl 
for the two Wednesday nights, including a· 
"See You at the Pole" wrap-up rally on Sept. 
17 and youth evangelist Robert Shaw on. 
Sept. 24. ' 

"See You at the Pole" is an annual stu 
dent prayer meeting conducted outside 
schools across the country. , 

Organizers said they did not originally 
intend to combine the revivals. But hours of 
prayer and a series of unusual circumstances 
led them to believe God was leading them 
to come together. ' 

Brookleigh Baptist and Chapel Grove 

Please see Crusade/2.0J 

~Want to go? The Gastonia Area Tent - 
Revival takes place at 7 p.rn. each 
night from Sept. 14-28 on the ball 
field next to Brookleigh Baptist 
Church, 700 Robinson Road, Gas 
tonia. Wednesday night youth ser 
vices will begin at 6:15 p.m. with 
pizza and refreshments. For more 
information on the crusade, call 
866-7572or864-6134. ~ 
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ause with Alarms 
.Srnoke detector 
campaign spreads 
church's message 
By Stephen Harris 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

DALLAS - Go out into the streets 
and alleys, Jesus once said, and bring 
in the poor. 
A group of churchmen, instead. put 

an ad in the newspaper. 
With a low-key offer of a free smoke 

alarm installed, a men's group at 
Cha )Cl Grove Baptist Church tried a 
new tac re to ie p pcop c an share 
their faith. 
Twenty-seven newspaper readers 

were curious enough to cal! the num 
ber in the ad. so last week eight church 
laymen began traveling in teams of two 
throughout Gaston County and to 
Clover, S.C, to make good on the offer. 
While one man would mount a $6 

smoke alarm, the other would talk with 
their hosts about their faith. 
"I think it is real important for 

everyone who is not a Christian to get 
saved." Kev Revis said during a 20- 
mmutc stop at the Dallas home of An 
gel Dodd, who had seen the classified 
ad in the Gazette and called the 
church office. "Everything points to 
the Lord coming back and coming back 
soon." 

"\Ve need to be going to church," 
replied Mrs. Dodd, who was concerned 
about her -l-ycar-old son who sleeps in 
the back room of' their wood-lame 
house. 

Revis. a busi ncssman. and col league 
Kevin Hartley, a high school teacher. 
lef't instructions for.tho alarm and a 
plastic shopping bag containing a copy 
or the New Testament, religious tracts, 
a map to the church and other broch 
ures. They asked for no promises and 
plai1 no follow-up visit. 
"They may never come to our 

church," Revis said ofthe families he 
visited. "They may just go to a church 
around the corner. but that's all right. 
It's OK if we never know if they go. 

Please see CAUsQB 

I 

' Above, Jimmy Boyd of 
Chapel Grove Baptist 
Church looks through 
a list of assignments 
for church members 
installing free smoke 
detectors. At left, Kevin 
Hartley puts up a 
detector. 

Gazette photographs 
by John Clark 
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"You can read about being a 
Christian, but this is doing it." 
The idea was hatched about 

two months ago when the 
church's Brotherhood group 
was brainstorming for ideas on 
how lo witness to the commu 
nity. 
First, they asked members of 

their own Crowders Mountain 
area church and found six 
families needing smoke alarms. 
After installing those, the 

men solicited $160 in donations 
from Sunday school classes for 
more alarms and placed the 
newspaper ad. 
The death of 6-year-old Ash 

ley Farmer - a niece of one of 
Chapel Grove Baptist's mini 
sters - in a Gastonia house 
fire Oct. 5 gave the alarm in 
stallers added incentive. 
The churchmen met people 

like Jerry Pannell and Michelle 
Edwards, who has been home 
bound for four years with a 
crushed ankle. 
"She's here by herself, and I 

think about her during the 
day." Pannell said while Hart 
ley stood on a chair and drove 
screws for a new alarm. "I just 
can't get everything done in a 
day," Pannell said. 
Since moving from South 

Carolina three months ago, the 
cou pie had asked the fire de 
partment for an alarm, then 
saw the newspaper ad. "You 
never know with that," said Ms. 
Edwards, pointing with a 
crutch to their oil space heater. 
At another home, Micky 

Moore expressed her thanks 
and then urged her 2-year-old, 
Justin. to tell the installers as 
they left. "Thank God for peo 
ple like you." 
The group hasn't yet talked 

about making another offer, 
said organizer Jimmy Boyd. 
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~Church's singing tree relies on many hands 
By TOJTI Morris 
Assistant Lifestyle Editor 

The Rev. Chris Roberts finds it 
takes a lot more than a few good 
voices to build a singing Christmas 
tree. 
As the music minister at Chapel 

Grove Baptist Church, Rev. Roberts 
involves the whole congregation. 
Some of the church members help 
haul the stage from Kings Mountain 
each year. Another group helps set it 
up. Then, the musicians gather to 
gether and begin rehearsing. 
It all culminates in a pre-Christmas 

celebration of song and faith. This 
year's concert takes place at 7 p.m. 
Sunday and 7:30 p.m. Monday at the 
church sanctuary. 

' 

'' We try to get as many 
people involved as we 
can and allow them to 
exercise their gifts.'' 

Rev. Chris Roberts 
on his church's singing Christmas tree 

"It's a real joy for me," Rev. Rob 
erts said. "It shows that it has to be a 
team effort. It's not just a responsi 
bility put on one person. These things 
are far more effective when many 
people have the opportunity to par 
ticipate. 

"That to m€ is the greatest thing 
about it. Anytime a ministry is cen- 

tered on one person, it's not nearly 
as effective as when it touches many 
lives. We try to get as many people 
involved as we can and allow them to 
exercise their gifts. Of course, the 
music is exciting and the choir sings 
and it's great. But to me it's every 
body's ministry and everybody con 
tributes to be part of the total proc 
ess." 
The event has been a popular holi 

day celebration for Chapel Grove 
members, who are perhaps better 
known for their Easter drama. The 
program began in 1991 when church 
members decided they wanted to do 
something special for Christmas. The 
church has performed the singing 
Christmas tree each year since then. 

Please see TREE/~ Joyful sounds: A singing "". ~ 

I 
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TREE 

'i'om Sills, a church member, 
donated his time and expertise 
to build a portable stage that 
stands 35 feet high and holds 45 
people. Rev. Roberts, in his first 
year as the church's music direc 
tor, developed the music. 

Ronda Russell Freeman, 
Karen Brooks, Scott Whitener, 
Janet Roberts and Barry and 
Lynette Lawrence are the vocal 
soloists. Trumpeter Mike Bynum 
will play an instrumental solo. 

"We believe it ministers to our 
folks here," Rev. Roberts said. 
"They enjoy it and it provides a 
highlight for the Christmas sea 
son. We also do it as an outreach 
to our community. We invite the 
public and there is no charge." 
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New digs: Mark Moore, Chapel Grove activity director, believes the new center ministers to the whole body. 

Chapel Grove Baptist Church unveils new rec center 

By Andrea Beam 
Gazette Lifestyle Reporter 

The recreation center, which will 
serve double duty for 18 much-needed 
classrooms, includes a full-sized bas 
ketball court, a second-level walking 
track, a Nautilus-style weight room, 
foosball and air hockey room, TV 
lounge and a modern office complex 
for the church staff. 
Eventually, the center will be staffed 

with volunteers, will open from 6:30 
a.m.-9:30 p.m. daily, and be open 
several nights a month for community 
use. 
Walk into the spacious building and 

you are immediately impressed with 
its size, its crisp walls, the smell of 
freshly laid carpet and a basketball 
court that seems to stretch a mile. 
But there is more to this than just 

Please see MINIST~ 

• " It's not that cue are 
trying to compete 
with the YMCA or the 
Gastonia Athletic 
Club. The church 
needs to minister to 
the Lvhole person, 

. physically, spiritually 
and emotionally." 

Mark Moore 
Chapel Grove Minister of 
Youth and Activities 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and 
Man. 

- Luke 2:52 

It's a verse that reflects the last 10 
years of planning at Chapel Grove 
Baptist Church in Gastonia. 
On Sunday, the church unveils its 

new recreational center, a sparkling 
new 3,300-square foot facility that is 
one of the largest of its type in Gaston 
County. The church celebrates the 
opening with a week-long schedule of 
events designed to bring every sect of 
the congregation into the center. • 
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·MINISTRY the first, building its 20,400- 
square-foot building on 19 ac 
res of Union Road property in 
1984. Other churches have fol 
lowed suit, including First 
Methodist Church in Gastonia, 
Woodlawn Baptist Church of 
Lowell and Sandy Plains Bap 
tist Church in Gastonia. 
"It's been a trend in South 

- em Baptist churches for the 
last 12 years, but it is just now 
hitting Gastonia," says Moore. 
Chapel Grove Pastor James 

Lowery agrees the church has 
a responsibility to minister to 
its congregation outside the 
sanctuary. 
"Christian recreation is our 

way of helping society turn out, 
for lack of a better word, 
right," he says "Sins are more 
often committed during lei 
sure." 
Eventually the church will 

open its facility to the commu 
nity either through special, 
nights for free use or through 

. members who are encouraged 
to bring guests. 
"I don't think the church has 

an obligation to provide recrea 
tion to the community," says : 
Moore. "But we do have an ob 
ligation to meet the physical 
needs of our congregation. We 
have always had athletics. We 
have had basketball and soft- 1 
ball for years." 

FROM 1D 
playing ball. 
This is a ministry. 
"It's not that we are trying to 

compete with-the YMCA or the 
Gastonia Athletic Club," says 
Mark Moore, minister of youth 
and activities for the church, as 
he stands center court "The 
church needs to minister to the 
whole person, physically, spir 
itually and emotionally." 
"Jesus grew in stature and 

wisdom. If we don't try to mini 
ster to people as a whole per 
son, we have missed our goal. 
This can only enhance our min 
istry." 
"This," he says, "gets people 

in touch with the church." 
The 1,300-member church 

pledged $436,000 towards the 
more than one-million-dollar 
facility through a three-year 
fund drive. The church expects 
to hold another fund drive in 
about three years, Moore says. 
"We planned the program 

years before we ever built the 
building," says Moore. 
This type of facility is not a 

new idea. ·· 
Recreation centers and fam 

·ily life centers have been going 
up in Gaston County since the 
early 1980s. First Baptist 
Church in Gastonia was one of 
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Groups - following Sunday 
evening worship 
• Special children's services: 
Mission Friends, Girls in Ac 
tion, Royal Ambassadors, Act 
eens, children's church, chil 
dren's choirs and youth choir. 
• Pastor's philosophy: "Win the 
lost, baptize them, disciple 
them." 

•Address: 2315 Camp Rotary 
Road, Gastonia 
•Pastor: James A Lowery 
• Pastor's background: He is a 
graduate of Greenville Junior 
College, Tigersville, S.C. and 
Limestone College, Gaffney, 
S.C. His wife, Peggy, is the di 
rector of Chapel Grove's day 
care center. The couple have 
two sons who live in Burleson, 
Texas. One is pastor of a 
church and the other is a min 
ister of music. 
• Size of congregation: 1,200 
• When church was founded: 
1959 
•Worship hours: (Summer 
hours) Sundays - Bible study at 
9:45 a.m., morning worship at 
11 a.m., church training at 5 
p.m., evening worship at 6 p.m.; 
Wednesdays - Bible study at 7 
p.m. 
(Regular hours) Sundays - 

Bible study at 9:45 a.m., morn 
ing worship at 11 a.m., church 
training at 6 p.m., evening 
worship at 7 p.m.; Wednesdays 
-Bible study at 7 p.m. 

•Weekly fellowships: Youth 
After Church - Sunday eve 
nings; Family Fellowship 

• Pastor's favorite Bible verse: 
"But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Spirit is 
come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jer 
usalem and in Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the utter 
most part of the earth." 
• Pastor's favorite hymn: "Wit 
nesses" and "Amazing Grace" 

• Interesting facts about the 
church: "It is evangelistic, Bi 
ble believing, has a day care 
program, bus ministry, Singles 
Again ministry and Dial a De 
votion (867-1046)." 

•Youth group activities: Youth 
after church fellowships, skiing, 
rafting, Six Flags Over Georgia 
trip, Atlanta Braves trip, Mis 
sion vacation, Bible schools, 

youth choir and Youth Round 
table (discussion groups). Youth 
have participated in Adopt-a 
Highway program to help keep 
Gastonia clean. 

• Church's philosophy about 
helping the community: "We 
want to help those who cannot 
help themselves. We provide 
shelter, etc. We also believe 
people ought to help them 
selves, therefore, we help them 
get jobs. 

• What makes your church 
special: "Our people are genu 
ine in their faith; good stew 
ards of their time, tithe and 
talents; loving towards their 
fellowman; and concerned 
about salvation. Our ministry 
aims to reach people for Christ; 
is structured to help people 
grow in Christ; is organized to 
minister to the needs of the 
people (spiritually, socially and 
psychologically); and dedicated 
to preaching God's word." 

• Do you wont your church 
profiled? Just write to us at The 
Gaston Gazette, P.O. Box 1538, 
Gastonia, N.C. 28053 or call 
864-3291. ext. 239. 

Pastor James A. Lowery is minister 
Baptist Church in Gastonia. 
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Special services 
atChape 
The Rev. Charles Phillips, pastor of 

the Newfound Baptist Church of 
Leicester, N.C., will be the guest 
speaker during revival services at 
Chapel Grove Baptist Church October 
2-7. The church is located on Camp 
Rotary Road behind Suzi's Mini Mart. 
Revival services will begin at 7: 30 

each night. A nursery will be provided 
for children up to four years of age. 
The Rev. James A. Lowery, pastor 

of Chapel Grove Baptist Church, in 
vites the public to attend. 

-·'t-~iivi1re mes 
Gastonia Gazette 
G Oldsboro. NSWS~Argus 
Greensboro Daily News 



Harris becomes 
music minister 
Joel A. Harris Jr. is the new 

minister of music at Chapel Grove 
Baptist Church. He will be in charge 
iirITcombined choirs, a local ensem 
ble and an instrumental group. He 
assumed his position August 1. 
The Rev. Harris is a graduate of 

Gardner-Webb College and 
Georgetown Baptist College. He has 
served in churches in North Carolina 
and Florida. 
The Rev. Harris and his wife 

Marlene have one son, Ason Matthew. 

, ,. ..... ·- ... 
Gastonia Gazette 
Goldsboro. News-Argus 
Greensboro Daily News 
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found help by helping themselves 
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By Wanda R. Garrett 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

BELMONT - Johnny Dean and 
Randy Holland wanted to set up Web 
sites for their respective churches, but 
they didn't have a clue where to begin. 

They called around and found prices 
a little steep to have someone else do it 
for them. 

So the two Duke Power employees 
rolled up their sleeves and decided they 
would try to build the sites themselves. 

"We bought the software we needed 
and a scanner," said Dean. "And we just 
figured out how to do it ourselves. Now 
the sites are set up with photographs, 
music, the whole nine yards. It was 
actually a lot of fun." 

Dean is a member of ~sh!,p 
Baptist Church in Belmont·, and Hol- -- 

land is a member of ~p 
tist Church in Gastonia ... 
~n both Web sites, you can see pic 
tures of the church, read profiles on the 
pastors and other staff members, read 
outlines of activities offered by each 
church and what services the church 
offers," said Dean. "Visitors to the sites 
can also send e-mail to the pastors or to 
either one of us right off the site." 

Dean said he and Holland plan to 
keep the site updated and full of new 
information. 

"We want the sites to be an interest 
ing place for people to visit," said Dean. 

The Web site addresses are: 
Friendship Baptist Church - 

www.loclnet.com/friendship 
Chapel Grove Baptist Church - 

www.loclnet.com/chapelgrove. 
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his route in two loops. He's been 
through Charlotte and is headed to 
Morganton and Greensboro. Then 
he'll begin the second part of his 
walk in New Bern, Fayetteville, 
Kinston, Goldsboro, Dunn and Ral 
eigh. 
Stone added that he's also walking 

the miles "to prevent drug abuse 
and offer hope to people who al 
ready have that problem." 
Stone founded Damascus Home in 

1987, a Christian recovery center in 
Durham for substance abusers. He's 
stopping in churches in route across 

Minister walking for drug awareness 
Former drug user 
brings his message 
to Gaston, Lincoln 
By Kim Cable 
Lifestyle Reporter 

GASTONIA - A Durham Baptist 
minister walking 500 miles across 
North Carolina included Gaston and 
Lincoln Counties in his trek across 
the state. 
Ted Stone, a motivational speaker 

and ex-drug user, is walking to bring 
attention to the need for Christian 

drug rehab programs. 
Stone also took time this week to 

visit Chapel Grove Baptist Church in 
Gastonia, to talk about his mission. 
"When people replace their drug 

problem with something more pow 
erful - a relationship with the Lord 
- there's a lot more hope for lasting 
recovery," Stone said. 
"There's a real need for Christian 

centered recovery programs. That's 
what I'm promoting," he said. 'Tm 
also trying to raise enough seed 
money to provide them money to get 
operations off the ground." 
Stone set out on his journey in 

Salisbury on May 1. He'll accomplish Please see WALK/38 
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the state to encourage people 
to support more homes like 
Damascus. 
"I feel like there are people 

all .over this state praying for 
the success of this 500 mile 
hike," Stone said. "I've always 
appreciated a challenge. This 
is a challenge and I thank God 
we can do some good with this 
challenge." 

Stone is a former drug 
abuser who spent more than 
four years in prison for seven 
armed robberies. He shares his 
story with churches, schools 
and civic groups, presenting 
his audiences with sponsor 
cards so they can pledge their 
support for new centers. 
"This is a way you can atone 

for your mistakes," Stone said. 
"People have been so good to 
me. Not only has the Lord for 
given me, but people have ac- 

cepted me." 
A graduate of Wake Forest 

University and Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Stone has published two books 
about his experiences. 
"Today, people realize there 

is a problem and they want 
some answers and that's what 
I'm trying to do is give an 
swers," Stone said. 
Stone will end his trek in 

Durham in June with a cele 
bration at his church. 



Chapel Grove Boptjst 
to have night of musi 

Chapel grove Baptist Church will 
have a special "night of music" Sun 
day at 7 p.m. 
The Solid Rock, Harmony, Sweet 

Spirit, New Wind, and the Sanctuary 
Choir of Chapel Grove will be 
featured. Art Ortiz, a former baritone 
with the Truth, will give a mini 
concert. 
The public is invited. 

-~«Ye'tt~Vllle Ti;,-;~ v"r 
~g:,~o~ne. 
Greensbor~ Dew, •-Argus 

a1 Y News 
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IT'S HIGH TITHE 
Despite money 
crunch, offering 
plates brirnminq 
By Steve Leer 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

GASTONIA - When the offering 
plates are passed in Gaston churches, 
they don't usually return empty. 
Despite tight economic times, tele 

vangelist scandals and other fund 
raising improprieties that have shaken 
public confidence, the money keeps 
coming in at houses of worship. 
Greater Gaston church leaders say 

their congregations are giving at or 
above previous levels. They said it re 
flects the deep religious convictions of 
the community and the importance 
residents place on church. 
"It's not just church, it's a part of 

their lives," said the Rev. James 
Lowery of Chapel Grove Baptist 
Cluu:ch.. "Their lives revolve around 
their home, their church and their 
work." 
Church giving in Gaston, long a bas 

tion of religious activity, may be the 
exception rather than the rule. A re 
cent survey by the Gallup Organization 
indicated donations to churches and 
charities fell substantially in 1990 and 
1991. 
The survey revealed U.S. households 

contributed 1.7 percent of their aver 
age incomes to church and charitable 
causes over the two-year period, down 
24 percent from 1989. Religious or 
ganizations received the largest por 
tion of those gifts, $410 per household 
- $114 less than 1989 levels. 
Gallup also reported minorities and 

low-income households gave propor 
tionately more than white and higher 
income households. 
The pollster blamed economic fac 

tors for the giving decline. 
Gaston took its own recessionary 

hits, yet church coffers remained full. 
Chapel Grove Baptist, which typi 

cally draws 500 on Sunday mornings, 
is representative of many local 
churches. 
So far this year, the church is op 

erating in the black, some $30,000 
ahead of projected giving. Chapel 
Grove Baptist's 1992 budget is 
$369,053. 
"We don't badger our people for 

money," the Rev. Lowery said. "I have 
not preached a stewardship sermon 
this year." 
Many denominations believe stew 

ardship - or giving - is taught in 
scripture. They say the Bible com 
mands Christians to give 10 percent of 

their incomes to the local church. 
The teaching comes from the book of 

Malachi, which speaks of a "tithe." 
The word means one-tenth. 
The passage promises blessings for 

those who obey. 
"People that try tithing know that it 

works," said Belmont's Dot Allred, 
first vice president of the BaE!!st State 
C~ion of North Carolina. 'If you 
have a commitment to giving to the 
Lord He'll meet your needs." 
Mrs. Allred said she's noticed a 

gradual rise in giving among Southern 
Baptist churches. Among the age 
groups, older adults are the larger 

Please see TITH~ 
John Clark!The Gazette 

G~c;ton tithing has been healthy. 
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vglvers 
Younger adults have less money and 

more financial commitments and tend 
to give smaller amounts, she said. 
Even so, Gaston's 113 Southern Bap 

tist churches and missions collected 
$15.39 million in 1991. A portion of that 
goes to the state and national conven 
tions where it is divided among con 
venti~n-supported colleges, institutions 
and missionaries. 
Mrs. Allred said the state convention 

is operating leaner. Last week it ap 
proved 1993 budgets of $30.6 million, 
slightly above its 1992 total. 
If the economy's impact hasn't fil 

tered down to the church, then appar 
ently neither have the Jim Bakker and 
Jimmy Swaggart scandals. 
The fallout that cost numerous TV 

ministers millions in contributions has 
created barely a ripple in Gaston 
churches. New members are more in 
fluenced by the scandals than the es 
tablished members, ministers said. 
"Because of the TV evangelists we 

have to work doubly hard to make sure 

integrity and honesty are the hallmarks 
of what happens in the church, especi 
ally in fiscal matters," said the Rev. 
John DeBevoise of Gastonia's First 
Presbyterian Church. "But it has en 
sured integrity." 
First Presbyterian expects to finish 

1992 within its $500,000-plus budget, 
DeBevoise said. The East Garrison 
Street church has a membership of 
1,600. 
DeBevoise said he openly discusses 

stewardship with his congregation. The 
issue has not caused ill-will. 
"The longer I'm in this work the more 

I get excited telling about the op 
portunities for stewardship. Any tim 
idity evaporates in the sincere excite 
ment I feel for the church." 
Chapel Grove Baptist's Rev. Lowery 

expressed similar sentiments. He said 
because the pastoral staff and con 
gregation share in church decisions and 
responsibilities, the needs are always 
met. 
"It's not my ministry, it's not the 

staffs ministry, it is the church's min 
istry," he said. "We decide together 
what we're going to do. 
"We all have a vested interest in this 

church." 
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Take Mom out 
for good gospel 
singin2: tonight 

1 ~\(.s 
0 nee again, beginning at 7 tonight, the Songsters and the Chapel 

Grove Quartet are hosting their 
annual "Salute To Mothers" gospel 
singing at Ch_Wl Grove Baptist 
Church, 710Camp Rotary Road, Gasto 
nia.Tlie entire evening is devoted to 
honoring mothers through song arid 
other wholesome, fun Christian activi- 
ties. 

Gospel Music 

The Chapel Grove 
Quartet is a well 
known, popular group 
in this area. These 
guys sing so well, in 
close harmony and as 
individuals. 
The Songsters are 

known for their old 
style Southern gospel 
sound as they sing 
many of the classic 
gospel music selec 
tions. In addition, Rex 

Smith, pianist for the Songsters, has re 
cently rejoined the group after recov 
ering from a broken thigh and will be 
playing selections for you. 
Each mother who attends will be giv- · 

en a ticket and be eligible in the draw 
ings for door prizes and gifts donated 
by area merchants and friends. In addi 
tion, gifts will be awarded to the 
youngest mother, the oldest mother, the 
mother with the most children, and the 
mother who traveled the farthest dis 
tance to attend the concert. 
Admission to the evening's festivities 

is free and everyone is invited. Bring 
your, or somebody's, mother and enjoy 
the evening with us. After all - aren't 
mothers the most special people of all? 
If you need more information, call 

(704) 864-6134, (704) 864-9185 or (704) 
865-9680. See you tonight. 

JACK 
KIMBRO 

Other gospel news 
and events 
•The Golden Valley Crusaders and 

the Salvation Messengers sing at 7 
tonight at Midview Baptist Church, 703 
Margrace Road, Kingsl\rountain. Re 
freshments will be served after the 
singing. Call (704) 739-1290. ~s . 

See Kimbro/Page 2E .,...,.. 
/ 
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• Cross Reference sings 
at 7 tonight at South G~sto 
nia Pentecostal Freewill 
Baptist Church. Call (704) 
734-1001. 
• His Anointed sings at 7 

tonight at Mountain View 
Agape Church, Sparrow 
Springs Road, Kings Moun 
tain. Call (704) 867-4860. 
• The Praise Masters 

sing at 7 tonight at New 
Testament Church, Waco. 
Call (704) 434-2142. 
• There will be a Com 

munity Singing at 7 tonight 
at Broad River Baptist 
Church 2305 Legion Road, 
Smyrn~, S.C. Everyone is 
invited to come and sing or 
listen. Call (803) 925-2229. 
•The Mark Trammel 

Trio will be performing at 7 
tonight and 7 p.m. Sunday 
through Tuesday, at Land 
mark Baptist Church in 
Shelby. Call the church for 
additional information. 
• The Dosses sing at 10 

a.m. Sunday at Canaan 
Freewill Baptist Church, 
Lancaster, S.C. 
• The Gospel Enforcers 

appear at 11 a.m.'Sunday at 
Bethel United Methodist 
Church, Morganton. 
• The Gospel Bluegrass 

Boys sing at 11 a.m. for 
Mothers' Day services at 
East Lincolnton Baptist 
Church, 4769 N.C. 73, Iron 
Station. The Rev. Leonard 
Hunter invites the public to 
attend. 
• David Ring will be 

ministering in song and 
word at 7 p.m. Sunday at 
Walker Road Baptist 
Church, Morganton, and 7 
p.m. Monday at Blacksburg 
High School Stadium, 
Blacksburg, S.C. 
• Chris Roberts and 

Men of Song sing at 7 p.m. 
at Lawndale Baptist 
Church, Main Street, 
Lawndale. Refreshments 
will be served afterward. 

Call (704) 434-0767. 
• The Billie Goodson 

Memorial Gospel singing 
will begin at 6 p.m. Friday 
at Temple Baptist Church.' 
701 Littlejohn St., Gastoma. 
Admission is free and 
everyone is invited. Sched 
uled in this order to appear 
are Servant's Heart, 6:10 
p.m.; Songsters, 6:45 p.m.; 
Pine Ridge Boys, 7:20 p.m.; 
Southland, 8:05 p.m., 
Chapel Grove Quartet, 8:40 
p.m.; Plemmons Family, 
9:15 p.m.; Climbing High, 
9:50 p.m.; and, closing 
prayer around 10:30 p.m. 
Admission is free and the 
public is invited. Tommy 
Goodson is Master of Cere 
monies. Call (704) 865-0420. 
• The Chuck Wagon 

Gang sings at 7 p.m. Friday 
at Old Rock School, 
Valdese. 

m The Integrity Quartet 
sings at 7 p.m. Friday at 
the J.E. Broyhill Civic Cen 
ter in Lenoir. 

m The Martins appear at 
7 p.m. Friday at Western 
Avenue Baptist Church, 
Statesville. 
II The Annual South Car 

olina Palmetto Upstate 
Gospel Sing takes place at 
6 p.m., Friday and May 17, 
at the Wilkinsville Commu 
nity Gospel Shed, 757 
Abingdon Road, Gaffney, 
S.C. Hosted by the Spear 
man Singers, several 
groups will appear each 
day. Admission is free, but 
bring a lawn chair for com 
fortable seating. Conces 
sions will be available. Call 
(864) 489-2640. 
I want to wish all moth 

ers a very "Happy Moth 
ers' Day." 
Send gospel music new~ 

to Jack Kimbro, 644 Archie 
Whitesides Road, Gastonia, 
28052· or call (704) 864- 
9185. All information must 
be received at least one 
week before publication 
date. 



urc opens fr\ 
arms to welcome 
member home 

~..u'/1 
By Shana "Hefner 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

KINGS MOUNTAIN - It wasn't 
a sanctuary with stained glass 
windows and wooden pews, but 
hundreds of church members 
found heaven in Kings Mountain 
Saturday with the safe return of 
one of their own. 
Tiffany Cable's journey ended 

Saturday where it began - on the 
road leading to her home. 
The Chapel Grove Baptist 

Ghw:cli members who lined the 
winding road to celebrate Tif 
fany's homecoming with banners, 
balloons and broad smiles called 
it a miracle. 
Like her older sister, Kim, Tif 

fany has cystic fibrosis. 
A recent double lung transplant 

marked an important milestone in 
Tiffany's struggle against the dis 
ease. Her return home was an- 

other. ~ 
"It's good being home," Tiffany 

Please see WELCOM I 
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said. "It's what I dreamed 
about when I .was in intensive 
care." 
Church members rejoiced 

when they saw a van carrying 
Tiffany come down the road. 
"I remember when these kids 

were first diagnosed with cystic 
fibrosis," said church member 
Joe Pope. "Their father said 
they were going to be healthy. 
It took a new set of lungs to do 
it, but they did it." 
Pope said the power of 

prayer and the fellowship of 
the church made it possible for 
Tiffany to survive the trans 
plant. 
"The church was in constant 

prayer for her. It's amazing be 
cause it brought the church 
closer together," Pope said. 
"We just give God the glory." 
Robin Britton, a new member 

at the church, held a piece of 
the banner welcoming Tiffany· 
home. 
She said the Jove extended 

toward the Cable family has 
inspired her to become more 
involved with the family's 
struggle with the disease. 
"I just met her from the 

church," Ms. Britton said. "But 
it helps me to know that these 
people really care." 
After Tiffany's triumphant 

walk toward her home, friends 
and family showered her with 
hugs and words of encourage 
ment. 
Sandy Cable, Tiffany's 

mother, stood apart from the 
crowd and watched the love of 
the church envelop her daugh- · 
ter. 
"They have truly been a sup 

port for us the whole time. It's 
just been wonderful knowing 
this many people cared," Mrs. 
Cable said. "When there was a 
need, we would call and they 
would fil! it." 4 


