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Baptist dedicates 
new feJJ?:"Vship center 
After years of planning antlJ ~ 

preparation, the Cherry GrOYe ' 
~CJill_rch held its new 
ellowship Center/Dinner :., _ 

Theatre - dedication and ,-~ 
celebration,Sunday,July13from . '6 
6-9 p.m. - ~lj . 

"According to the feedback I 
have received from our members 
and invited guests it was an 
overwhelmingsuccess,"saidDan ' 
Strickland, chairman of the 
projectcommittee. "We prepared 
for 298 people and I believe we 
had approximately 300 or more 
including our helpers. I 
especially would like- to thank 
everyone who participated in the 
planning and building of our 
fellowship center. The years of 
planning paid off during our 
dedication event," he said. 

The $550,000 construction is 
complete with a state of the art, 
light and sound system, with a 
huge stage to accommodate 
religious and patriotic dramas 
and musicals. 

The opening night ceremony 
was a combination dedication 
and patriotic event. Dozens of 
talented members of the 
congregation performed during 
the night. 

The theme of the program was 
"America-Land I Love" Dr. Doyle 
Holder, pastor of the church 
opened the event with an 
invocation and dedication. 
Afterwards, Walt Strickland read 
the preamble to the constitution. 

Throughout the evening the 
Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
Sanctuary Choir performed 
many selections. Savannah 
Strickland performed a 
gymnastic style salute to America 
as "Yankee Doodle Dandy" was 
played. 

Others performing during the 
night were: Jenna Strickland, 
flutist; Dr. Doyle Holder, Adam 
Wilson, vocalist; Marie Faulk, 
Tina Worley, Charles Ray Worley, 
Gentry Coleman, Jimmy 
Blackwell, ZacLovett, Fred Lewis, 
Stacey Graham, Shawn 
Strickland, Lori Oelezinsky, Spc, 

Meta Mercer, guest musical director of the spectacular patriotic 
musical "America-Land I Love" leads the Cherry Grovej5aptist 
Church sanctuary choir in the final scene of the dinner theatre 
presentation Sunday night. More than 300 church members and 
guests attended the dedication of the church's new $550,000 
fellowship center. "Its been a long time in planning and lots of 
hard work, but tonight it's a reality," said the Rev. Dr. Doyle Holder. 
Lori Gelezi9nsky directed the musical. 

JasonBryanBlackwellofthe82nd gala event was B.J. Edge. Special 
Military Police Co. and Tiffany guests to the celebration was the 
Tedder. Rev. Rick Astle, director of 

Meta Mercer directed the missions with the Columbus 
presentation and also performed County Baptist Association. 
patriotic selections. She especially The costumes, lighting, sound 
had a good time performing with and special effects were some of 
the Mini Koinonia Kids Choir, as thefinestto be found anywhere. It 
they performed "If You Feel Like was by far one of the best events 
Rockin'." ever held in Columbus County. 

Mistress of ceremonies for the (Bob Morgan) 
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Dr. Randall Jones is the sched 
uled speaker for revival services 
that begin Sunday at Cherry Groye 
Baptist Churc~ 

-Services begin at 7:30 each 
evening through next Thursday. 

Dr. Jones is the Pastor of 
Langston Baptist Church of 
Conway. During his 23 years of 
ministry there the church has 
more than doubled in size and has 
become well known throughout 
the area. Under Dr. Jones' leader 
ship the church founded and con 
tinues to minister through their 
Langston Bible Institute. 

Dr. Jones can be heard on some 
local Christian radio stations, Lit 
erally hundreds have come to 
know Jesus Christ as Savior dur 
ing revivals and crusades led by 
Dr. Jones in this area as well as 
across the country and in Jamaica, 
Haiti, and the West Indies. As a 
result of his ministry in Haiti 
twelve churches have been estab 
lished as well as an orphanage and 
a health clinic. 

Dr.Jones has also authored sev 
eral books including: "A Personal 
Spiritual Growth Guide," "WISE," 
- a personal evangelism program, 
"Welcome to the Church," Sunday 
School Group Leader Guide," and 
"What Now," as well as several 
gospel witnessing tracts. 

Special music is planned for 
each service. On Tuesday evening 
Chris Jones, who can be heard on 
WSTS as well as other Christian 
radio stations, will be singing. 

Dr. Philip Hall, PastorofCherry 
Grove Baptist Church, along with 
all the members invite all .to at 
tend. A nursery will be provided 
for every service. 

Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
is located on NC 904 half-way be 
tween Tabor City and Fair Bluff. 
For details call 649-7307. -::::;. 
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Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
a long proud history 

Last week, we finished reviewing the history of Bethel Methodist Church. 
Columbus County has a proud history of church growth and we 

will be reviewing the history of several through this column during 
the commg weeks. If you would like for your church to be featured 
please send a brief history to News/Times, P.O. Box 535, Fair Bluff, N.C. 28439. 

This week, Dan Strickland sent me some information on his 
church, the ~herry GrQYLBaptist which has undergone many 
changes through the years. ThiSwee'K I share it with our readers. 
Thanks, Dan! 

Cherry Grove Baptist Church has a long and cherished history 
that needs to be reviewed from time to time. Such reflection will 
bring a greater appreciation for the many blessings that God has 
showered upon His people. 

From the days of the early pioneers who moved slowly forward in 
their covered wagons to the new millennium with its jet-set society, 
we are able to make many contrasts and comparisons. Although the 
early buildings were very different and means of transportation 
much slower, there is one thing that remains the same - that is the 
Holy Bible. This guidebook was found in almost every pioneer home 
just as it is now in the year 2000. It is still the source from which we 
are taught the principles of life. It has been said that the Bible is 
"God's way of making us well-prepared at every point, fully equipped 
to do good to everyone." 

Children were taught the principles of pioneer life and discipline 
was enforced. Obedience and respect for both parents and religion 
were demanded. When the early pioneer Christians went to church, 
they went prepared to stay for at least two hours of preaching. 
Church on Sunday was a very special occasion. The pioneer 
preacher was looked upon with great respect and reverence and was 
always a welcomed visitor in all homes underany circumstance. 

The first Baptist church was established in the Cherry Grove 
community south of Fair Bluff, North Carolina, in 1810, by Bethel 
Buffkin. There was very little, if any, organized method of work. Rev. 
Tarte was the first pastor. The building was built in a grove of cherry 
trees, by which the name was given. It was a long straight building of 
logs, with four doors, one each for the pastor, men, women, and 
slaves. Bethel Buflkin also served as first superintendent. Other 
officers are not known. Since there were no pencils, goose quills 
were used for writing and ink was made of poke berries. A few years 
later more space was needed and a shed was built on the back of the 
church by Jack Strickland. 

There was no music and only books with words were used. The 
pastor read the verse and the congregation followed singing. This 
was called lining the hymns. Everybody loved to meet at God's house 
and sing and praise and hear God's word expounded. Saturday was 
given to a sermon and conference was conducted for attending to all 
church business. Many old timers recall those Saturday conferences. 
In those days they always had an intermission of fifteen minutes to 
relax. Sundays were reserved for the worship hour. 

Through the years from 1810 until 1887 the superintendents and 
officers are not available. Some of the pastors serving during this 
time were Rev. Zade Bullock, Rev. D.W. Hill, who also was 
superintendent of education, Rev. George Harrelson, Rev. Moses 
Pridgen, and Rev. Dowd. 

As soon as settlers had established homes and improved their 
surroundings they built another church in 1860. This church was 
built of wood frame by Ebb and Brazil Strickland. They went into the 
woods and cut only the best timber. They used what was known as 
whip saws to cut the trees. Then a frame was made and the logs were 
placed in the frame. Four men held the frame while the boards were 
hewn out. 

In the year of 1882 Rev. Ned Stanley was called to pastor and 
served 23 years. A.M. Worley was superintendent of Sunday School 
until 1889 and Elisha Coleman was clerk. Other officers are not 
known. In 1890 William Strickland was clerk and Daniel Strickland 
was superintendent. 

In 1915 Rev. Willie Coleman was called to be pastor and served 
until 1919. He was called back for a second term in 1922 and served 
until 1928. During this time the church membership was growing 
and more space was needed. A new church was built in 1924. It was 
also a frame structure, painted white in the present location. The old 
church was sold to Spencer Richardson and moved to the property of 
O.W. Williamson. That ground was used for a cemetery. The first 
organ was purchased in 1917. 

Among other pastors who served in the Cherry Grove Baptist 
Church were Rev. Marlowe, 1920; Rev. A.P. Stevens, 1921; and Rev. 
W.J. Ingram, 1929. - 

In 1930, Rev. C.B. Horne was called and served until 1937. During 
his ministry the church grew and the attendance increased. He was 
part time pastor, serving twice a month and at regular conference on 
Saturday afternoons. 

Rev. W.C. Wescott served as pastor from 1938-39. Then Rev. C.B. 
Horne was again called and served one year. In 1941, Rev. Paul Britt 
was called and served until 1943. He was a man who enjoyed singing 
and one of his favorite songs was "Working For a Beautiful Golden 
Crown." In the latter part of 1943, his son Rev. Rufus Britt was called 
to finish his term. He was also called to pastor and resigned in the 
early part of 1944. 

In some of the church conferences on Saturdays, the deacons 
really saw to it that everything was in a spiritual order. It was not 
unusual for charges of fighting, unchristian conduct, and drinking to 
be brought before the deacons. · 

Rev. L.L. Todd was called in 1944 and served until 1949. The 
present church was remodeled during his ministry in 1948. Mr. F.W. 
Lancaster, OW. Williamson, Flake McAllister, and Fronis Strickland 
served on the building committee. The first piano was purchased in 
the early thirties. It was later sold and a new one was bought in 1948. 

Rev. R.C. Melton was called in 1950 and served until the first part 
of 1952. Then Rev. Mark Owens supplied the rest of the term. During 
Rev. Melton's pastorate the Training Union was organized and the 
first Vacation Bible School was also held. 

Rev. John Blanchard was called in 1953 and served until 1957. He 
resigned in January. Rev. Blanchard was a hard worker in the 
community and built up all the organizations. He was a busy man 
having to serve two churches. 

(Continued, next week we begin with the Rev. Floyd Enzor 
entering the pulpit.) · -- 
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This week, we conclude our series on the history of Cherry 
Qrove Baptist Church. -----. 

The year is 1957, and it saw many important additions to the 
church. 

Rev. Floyd Enzor was called to supply until April 1957 at which 
time Rev. 0 .S. Long became pastor. During his pastorate, the church 
went to a full time program and a new pastorium was built. The 
following Sunday School department were established: Nursing, 
Beginner, Primary, Junior and Intermediate combination and 
combination of Young People and Adults. The Brotherhood was 
organized during his pastorate and they erected the bulletin board 
outside the church. 

Rev. Levonne Herring served as pastor from 1965 to 1969. Under 
his leadership, the church built an educational building for the 
purpose of furthering the Christian educational program of the 
church. 

In early 1970, Rev. Thomas H. Lambert was called as pastor. 
During his pastorate, the debt on the educational building was paid 
and the sanctuary was renovated. In 1973, the Home Demonstration 
Building was deeded to the church. 

Rev. O.A. Anderson served as interim pastor 'in mid 1974 and 
again in late 1979. In February of 1974, an organ was purchased for 
the church and the first church constitution was written. It was 
approved on April 21, 1974. During that summer, paved parking 
areas were completed. 

Rev. Claire Baker pastored from August, 1974, until February 
1979. During his first Christmas at Cherry Grove, he wrote a play 
titled, "For Unto Us a Child Is Born." Thus the original live Nativity 
play was born at Cherry Grove Baptist Church. This production, a 
sound and light extravaganza, involved the entire community. 
Although a few things have been altered, the Nativity remains a 
part of the legacy of the church and community. It is still performed 
every other year during the Christmas season. An activity bus was 
purchased in 1975 and the fenced-in basketball court was built-in 
1976. During the year between 1977 and 1978, the nursery, the 
beginners' room, and the conference room were completely 
renovated and refurnished. The church was carpeted in 1977. In 
1978, a large utility building was purchased and set up at the rear of 
the church's property. · 

In early 1979, The Columbus Baptist Associational Missionary , 
Rev. Walter Jones, served while the church was without a pastor. 
During that same year, Dr. Merlin L. Boone assumed the duties of 
pastor. Shortly after his arrival, an area of the educational building 
was converted into a church office. In January of 1980, the church 
began publishing a monthly newsletter called "The Cherry Branch." 
During this time, the activity building, formerly the Home 
Demonstration Club, was remodeled. Restrooms were added on the 
north end of the building. 

From December, 1984, until September, 1985, Rev. Maurice 
Gilliam served as interim pastor. In October 1985, Rev. R.J. Hammond 
was called -and- he served until July, 1986. On Friday, August 29, 
1986, a steeple equipped with a sound system, was placed on our 
church. 

Between 1986and1987, Rev. Millard Crumpler served as interim 
pastor. In August, 1987, Rev. Gary Williams became our pastor and 
served until July, 1989. Dr. McCormick served as interim until 1990 
at which time Rev. Harold T. Smith became pastor. He served until 
1991. 

Dr. Tony Fulbright became our pastor in 1992 and remained 
until 1997. During his pastorate, we remodeled the sanctuary and 
vestibule. A large front porch with columns was erected. The steeple 
was also replaced. The church office was relocated within the 
educational building and new office equipment was purchased that 
included a computer and copier. New choir robes were also 
purchased. It was upon the completion of these things that a special 
dedication service was held. Rev. Maurice Gilliam returned to 
serve as interim pastor again from 1997 to 1998. 

In June of 1998, Dr. Philip G. Hall became our pastor and served 
until June of 2000. At that time, Rev. Maurice Gilliam was called to 
serve his third interim with us, a position he currently holds. 

"It is the spirit of Jesus Christ working through human 
instrumentality that has accounted for all that is sound, spiritual, 
and regenerative. At this juncture of the centuries, our present 
generation must not only feel the weight of past achievements, but 
determine to push forward to greater accomplishments in the 
century ahead." 

Our special thanks to Frankie Strickland who wrote and compiled 

L:
t of the history of Cherry Grove Baptist. Strickland now resides 
ypress Village in Fair Bluff. Also Shirley Hendrix who has been 
ajor contributo to this review on the church. - c-- 

Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
a long proud history 
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Gifts galore 
~b..erry Grove Baptist Church of Cerro Gordo 

. collected 124 gift-filled shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child - 49 more than they gathered last 
year. A dedication service was held and. the boxes 
were loaded in the McCleney's pickup truck and 
delivered to Boone. Kneeling behind the gifts is Ethan 
Worley. The boxes will be delivered by Samaritan's 
Purse to needy children around the world. 
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A Special Thanks goes to Reverend Perry Holleman, Minister of Music 
at Cherryville's First Baptist Church {pictured above). He served on many 
or the committees this past year and is very responsible for much of the 
CMA accomplishments. His hard wor and leadership is greatly appreciat- 
ed. · 
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Celebrating The 150th Anniversary 
October 2, 1960 



GREAT THINGS HE HATH DONE 
THOUGH JESUS HIS SON 

"We need to turn back pages from history and catch a glimpse of the 
pioneer men and women who gave us something in the past to hold today, 
to cherish in the future. 

"Conditions that existed need to be reviewed in order that contrasts and 
comparisons will induce a greater appreciation for the many showers of 
blessings that God has poured upon us. 

"Just as all pioneers of early days, in caravans of covered wagons and 
ox carts moving slowly forward, were mothers with spiritual insight, deter 
mined to establish a sounder civilization that comes from labor alone. 

"Among the men were courageous Baptist ministers and stalwart brave 
men, heads of families all possessing courage; in the wilderness they built 
log houses. In most of these homes might be found the guide book. The Holy 
Bible, in a hallowed place from which passages were read daily, followed by 
prayers of thanksgiving for protection and guidance. 

"Children were taught principles of pioneer life, discipline was inforced, 
obedience and respect for parent», for law and religion were demanded. 

"No well-prepared sermon of thirty minutes, for people went to church 
prepared to stay at least two hours-preaching at church on Sunday was an 
occasion looked forward too. For the appointments were irregular. 

"The pioneer preacher was looked upon with great respect and reverence 
and was always a welcome visitor in all homes under any conditions." 

The first Baptist church established at Cherry Grove south of Fair Bluff, 
North Carolina, in the year of 1810, by Bethel Buffkin in view of the little 
or no organized method of work, Rev. Tarte was the first pastor. The building 
was built in grove of cherry trees, by which the name was given. It was a 
long straight building of logs, with four doors, one each for the pastor, men 
women and slaves. Bethel Buffkin also served as first superintendent, other 
officers are not known. There were no pencils and goose quills were used 
and their ink was made of poke berries. 

A few years later more space was needed and a shed was built on the 
back of the church by Jack Strickland. 

There was no music and only hooks without music were used. The pas 
tor read the verse and the congregation followed singing this was called lin 
ing the hymns. Everybody loved to meet at Gods house and sing and praise 
and hear God's word expounded, Saturday being given to a sermon and con 
ference for attending all church business, and Sunday's for the worship hour. 
Many old timers recall those Saturday conferences even often churches called 

. pastors for twice a month. Irr these days they always had an intermission of 
fifteen minutes to relax. 

Through the years from 1810 until 1887 the superintendents and officers 
are not available, some of the pastors serving during this time were: Rev. 
Zade Bullock, Rev. D. W. Hill, Who also was superintendent of education, 
Rev. George Harrelson, Rev. Moses Pridgen and Rev. Dowd. 

As soon as settlers had established homes and improved surroundings 
they built another church in 1860. This church was built of wood frame by 
Ebb and Brazil Strickland. They went out in the woods and cut only the best 
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timber. They used what was known as whip saws to cut the trees, then a frame 
was made and the logs were placed in the frame and four men held the 
frame while the boards were hewn out. 

In the year of 1882 Rev. Neil Stanley was called to be pastor and served 
for twenty three years. 

A. M. Worley was superintendent of Sunday School until 1889 and Elisha 
Coleman, clerk, other officers are not known. 

In 1890 William Strickland was clerk and Daniel Strickland was super 
intendent. 

In 1915 Rev. Willie Coleman was called to be pastor and served until 
1919 the first term and was called back in 1922 and served until 1928. 

Rev. L. L. Todd was called in 
1944 and served until 1949. Dur 
ing h~s ministry m1;1,ch progress 
was made. Rev. Todd had the 
forsight and interest in seeing the 
church grow and more room was 
needed. 'I'he preesnt church was 
remodeled- in 1948, those on· the 
building committee were; F. W. 
Lancaster, ·· 0. W. Williamson', 
Flake McAllister and Fronnis 
Strickland. 

During this time the chureh me rr.bership was growing and more space 
was needed. A new church was built in 1924, it also was a frame structure, 
painted white in the present location. The old church was sold to Spencer 
Richardson and moved to the property of 0. W. Williamson, and the ground 
used for a cemetery. 

The first organ was purchased in the latter part of 1917. 

Rev. C. B. Horne 

Rev. L. L. Todd 

The first piano was purchased. in the early thirties and was sold and 
the present one was bought in 1948. 

Among other pastors who served in 
the Cherry Grove Baptist Church were: 
1920 Rev. Marlowe, 1921 Rev. A. P. 
Stevens, and 1929 Rev. W. J. Ingram .. 

In 1930 Rev. C. B. Horne was call 
ed and served until 1937 the first time. 
Du ring his ministry the church grew 
and the attendance was enlarged. He 
was part time pastor, serving twice a 
month and at regular conference on 
Saturday afternoons. 

1938-1839 Rev. W. C. Wescott serv. 
ed as pastor. Then Rev. C. B. Horne 
was again called and served one year. 
1941 Rev. Paul Britt was called and 
served until 1943. He was a man who 
enjoyed singing and one of his favorite 
songs was "Working For A Beautiful 
Golden Crown.'' In the latter part of 
1943 his son Rev. Rufus Britt was called 
to finish his term. He was also called to 
pastor and resigned in the early part 
of 1944. 

Rev. R. C. Melton was 
called in 1950 and served 
until the first part of 1952. 
Then -Rev. ·· Mark Owens 
supplied the rest of the 
term. During Rev. Melton's 
pastorate the Training Union 
was organized and Mrs. Mel 
ton organized and led" the 
youth choir. The first vaca 
tion Bible School was also 
held. 

Rev. John Blanchard 
was called in 1953 and serv 
ed until 1957, he resigned 
in January. Rev. Blanchard 
was a hard worker in the 
community and built up all 
the organizations; he was 'a 
busy man having to serve 
two churches. 

Rev. Floyd Enzor was 
called to supply- until April 
1957. 

In some of the church conferences 
on Saturdays the deacons really saw to 
H that every thing was in a spiritual 
order. Some of the charges brought be 
fore the deacons was; fighting, un 
christian conduct and drinking. 

2 

Rev. John Blanchard 

3 



There will always be for those who study the progress of Baptist work 
and especially signifiance attached to that period of time which make the 
advent of women as leaders in organized church work. Believing that women 
have a great part to play in God's Kingdom. 

Our church contribution to missions have not been what they should 
have been; however; we have contributed. The church has worked with the 
W. M. U. in giving to the various mission causes. 

Since we are minus of the records of our mission contributions for the 
early years of our church we are uncertain of the support given to each phase 
of the work. However, our records show that we have supported every phase 
of our work in recent years. This veai we have given the following amounts 
from Sept. 1, 1959 through Aug. 31, 1960. - 

Cooperative Program 

Associational Missions 

$487.92 

200.00 

158.00 

44.73 

193.60 

5.00 

75.00 

200.00 

17.13 

State Missions ................•......................... 

Home Missions . 

Foreign Missions . 

Christian Education . . . . . . . . . . 

Orphans Home 

Hospital 

Heck Jones Offering 

Other Objects and Relief - 

In 1936 Mrs. Maggie Worley called Mrs. B. T. Watson who was associa 
tional President of the Woman's Missionary Union. She met with the interest 
ed ladies of the community at the church and organized the Woman's Mission 
ary Union of the Cherry Grove Baptist Church; in later years the 
youth organizations were organized by Rev. John R. Blanchard. A partial 
list of those who have served as presidents of the Woman's Missionary Union 
follows: 

Mrs. Emma H. Strickland 
Mrs. Reba Strickland 
Mrs. 0. S. Long 

Mrs. Maggie Worley 
Mrs. Catherine Richardson 
Mrs. Rubie Lee McAllister 
Mrs. Ethell Turbeville 

The w. M. U. were sponsors in setting the shrubbery around the church 
grounds. 

Mrs. Emma H. Strickland and Mrs. Reba Strickland have served as youth 
directors along with others. 

Our present pastor, the Rev. 0. S. Long, came to us from Hopewell 
Baptist Church, Morganton, N. C. He was called on February 17, 
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1957 and took up the pastor 
ate on April 1st. During his 
pastorate, the church has 
gone to a foll time program 
and a new pastorium has 
been built. The following 
Sunday School departments 
have been established; Nur- 
sery, 
Junior 

Beginner, Primary, 
and Intermediate 

combination and combina 
tion of young people and 
Adults. The Primary in 1938 
with Mrs. Louise Strickland, 
1959 the Nursery with Mrs. 
Nellie Mae Strickland, 1939 
the Beginners with Mn. 
Yvonne Shelley, 1960 the 
Junior and Intermediate 
with Mrs. Libby T. Strick 
land as superintendents. Mr. 
Guilford Edwards is gener 
al superintendent. 

Rev. 0. S. Long 

During Rev. Long's pastorate the Brotherhood was organized and they 
erected and sponsorad the bulletin board outside the church. 

Prior to the development of Sunday School departments Rev. Jack R. 
Bagwell of the Baptist State Convent+on-s Sunday School Department was 
invited by the pastor, Mr. Long, to lead the Church in a Sunday School En 
largement Program. He came and directed our study from Monday, December 
1, 1959 through Thursday the 4th and brought the study to a close due to 
freezing rain and ice. However, the following are his recommendations: 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

After a careful study of the Cherry Grove Baptist Church the following 
recommendations are made: 

I. That the Sunday School be organized as suggested in the following pages 
of the census labulation. Move toward departmentalizing the school as soon 
as possible and practical. 

II. Adopt and follow the class. department and general Standard of Ex 
cellence as guides to more effertive work. 
III. Make the best possible me of the s.ix point rcord system for improving 
the quality of Bible study and the character development of the members. 
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IV. That a continuous program of enlistment and training of workers be 
followed which would include the following: 

1. Elect a superintendent of training. 
2. Set up and maintain a training file on all the officers and teach 

ers in the Sunday School. 
3. Encourage the Sunday Schoo! personnel to earn the workers 

diplomas and continue in advanced training. 
4. Offer training courses throughout the year for the workesr as 

needed. 
5. Consider starting a monthly workers' conference for building 

a better Sunday School. Begin now to look toward the time that 
the church can have a weekly Officers and Teachers meeting 
for improving the quality of Bible teaching being done. 

6. Urge the workers to att=nd Ridgecrest, the state assemblies, state 
clinics, and associational meetings for inspiraion and help. 

V. That the church elect a plans committee to begin the study of future 
buildiJlg needs. Work with Mr. L. L. Morgan of Raleigh and through him 
with the Sunday School Board's Architectural Department in getting a good 
functional building. 
VI. That the Sunday School consider starting a weekly program of visitation 
for contacting absentees and prospects. 

General Directors of the 'I'raining Union in recent years. 
A. E. Lancaster 
Horace Strickland 
Hosea Coleman 
Oscar Wilson 

Russell Odham 
Rhonoake Strickland 
Bryan Lancaster 

Names of some who have served faithfully in years as church Treasures. 
N. H. Buffkin 
A. E. Lancaster 
Fronnis Strickland 

Harvey Coleman 
Guilford Edwards 

Those serving as church clerk during the years. 

N. H. Buffkin 
F'. W. Lancaster 
Gordon Buffkin 
Burney Strickland 
Furney Strickland 
A. E. Lancaster 

Frank Turbeville 
0. W. Williamson 
M. W. Strickland 
Harvey Coleman 
James H. Smith 

The Brotherhood of the Cherry Grove Baptist Church was organized 
December 20, 1957. In foe service of onllstme nt and development of the Broth 
erhood a good core of men have for the first time received a true vision of 
their duty and responsibility in their church. 

Mr. Long had invited Rev. Ernest Upchurch, Secretary Church De 
velopment Department of the Convention to come with us in September 1958 
to lead in a study of the Church's total program. He canceled the engagement 
due to an Association-wide call elsewhere and came to us a year later. 
September 1959. He showed us through a study of the past five years how 
little we had been doing and pointed out the fact that the tithe of the resi 
dent membership would amount to much over $35,000.00 per year and 
worked out a five year program and recommended it to the Church as a 
goal for the future. 
Rev. Long visited our church whil« working with the Sunday School board 

in 1952 and took a survey and started us on the six-point system. 
Rev. Long has an interest in the welfare of the community. He hopes to 

see a new wing added to the church in the near future, as we are already 
crowded for space. 

We are very fortunate to have Mr. Long as our pastor, also Mrs. Long and 
their two sons, Charles and David. 

A one hundred and fifty year old church - vitally progressive and alive 
- is the result of the dedicated and effective work of hundreds of people 
for every one of those years, every pastor, every deacon, every log worker, 
every participating member, every electrician, every carpenter, and repair 
man every visiting speaker and evangelist, every oldest, every child, every 
infant in the nursery has affected in some way. 

But it is the spirit of Jesus Christ working through human instrumenta 
lity that has accounted for all that is sound, spiritual and regenerative. 

At this juncture of the centuries our present generation must not only 
feel the weight of past achievements, but determine to push forward to 
greater accomplishments in the century ahead. 

The Presidents who have served are: 
Hosea Coleman 
Bardin Worley 

Russell Odham 
Guilford Edwards 

In the past number of years there has been capable individuals serving 
as superintendent of the Sunday School. 
Harley Godwin 
N. H. Buffkin 
A. T. Strickland 

M. W. Strickland 
E. M. Hayes 
Guilford Edwards 

Through the years these have been the organist and pianist. 

Gordon Buffkin 
Mrs. Della Mae E. Richardson 
Mrs. Sallie T. Strickland 
Mrs. Frankie W. Strickland 

Mrs. Florine S. Winborn 
Mrs. Bertha E. Smith 
Mrs. Ila Pearl L. Norris 

Through the years among some of the faithful Choir leaders. 

'I 
l 

Gordon Buffkin 
F. W. Lancaster 
G. L. Turbeville 
F tank Turbeville 

Mrs. Emma H. Strickland 
Robert Earl Williamson 
Mrs. Eloise L. Coleman 
M. W. Strickland 
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Faithful Deacons through the years. Mrs. Neppie R. Williamson 

H. C. Strickland 

Tim Strickland 

Mrs. Bertie E. Hisslop 

M. W. Strickland 

A. P. Worley 

Mrs. Lillie W. Richardson 

E. M. Hayes 

Harvey Coleman 

Mrs. Rubie Lee W. McAllister 

Mrs. Eula W. Hayes 

Horace Strickland 

Mrs. Frankie W. Strickland 

Flake McAllister 

Mrs. Sallie T. Strickland 

Mrs. Easter Edwards 

Mrs. Eloise L. Coleman 

Guilford Edwards 

M. E. Worley 

Audrey Richardson 

Lascoe Strickland 

Mrs. Edna Buffkin 

Mrs. Nevada S. Herring 

Mrs. Mae Harrelson 

Joseph Hayes 

0. W. Williamson 

Mrs. Lula Belle B. Gore 

Mrs. Ruby Deese · 

Mrs. Phetress S. Thigpen 

Mrs. Reba W. Britt 

Mrs. Ida Mae C. Troop 

N. Q. Williamson 
N. H. Buffkin 
A. T. Strickland 
G. L. Turbeville 
Dock Strickland 
Hezikah Strickland 
Willie Worley 
A. E. Lancaster 
E. M. Hayes 

J. G. Richardson 
Horace Strickland 
Guilford Edwards 
Harvey Coleman 
Joseph Hayes 
Bardin Worley 
Hosea Coleman 
Russell Odham 

Some of the Sunday School Sec. and Treas. were: 

Gordon Buffkin 
Furney Strickland 
Burney Strickland 
F. W. Lancaster 
Fronnis Strickland 

Frank Turbeville 
0. W. Williamson 
Horace Strickland 
Bardin Worley 
Miss Lila Earl Lancaster 

The first Vacation Bible School was held in 1950, with the help of John 
Biddles, ass.octional Missionary those who have served as principles are: 

John Biddles 
Miss Dixie Wilson 
Miss Beaudex 

Rev. John R. Blanchard 
Rev. 0. S. Long 
Mrs. 0. S. Long 

Through the years these are some of the teachers of the Sunday School: 

Miss Jennie Strickland 
Mrs. Susie S. Edwards 
Charlie Floyd 
A. T. Strickland 
Mrs. Lizzie W. Baldwin 
S. M. Richardson 
A. E. Lancaster 
F. W. Lancaster 
D. S. Strickland 

Mrs. Ara Mae W. Williamson 
Mrs. Flora Belle H. Enzor 
Mrs. Cora Barnhill 
Gordon Page 
Mrs. Ethelle S. Turbeville 
Miss Juanita Sealey 
Mrs. Wilhelmenia L. Suggs 
Mrs. Florine S. Winborn 
Miss Doreatha Sealey 
Mrs. Bernice Strickland 
Mrs. Marie Anderson 
Dempsey Foley 
Mrs. Sylvia Sealey 
Don Strickland 
Mrs. Emma H. Strickland 

Fronnis Strickland 
Mrs. Catherine E. Richardson 
Mrs. Pearl B. Moore 
Mrs. Maggie Worley 
N. H. Buffkin 
W. L. Worley 
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Vallery Strickland 
Harvey Coleman 
Mrs. Annie Mae Hayes 
Mrs. Ida Richardson 
Duvall Suggs 
Farley Strickland 
Mrs. Pauline Coleman 
Mrs. Curlie Strickland 
Mrs. Neta Mae Worley 
Mrs. Reba Strickland 
Mrs. Vertie Strickland 
Mrs. Letha E. Smith 
Mrs. Ldes R. Cooper 
Mrs. Elneta Worley 
Mrs. Lucille M. Strickland 
Mrs. Faye Hayes 
Mrs. Eva F. Strickland 
Mrs. Louise Page 
Mrs. Bertha Mae Strickland 
Rhonoake Strickland 
Mrs. Sallie Lancaster 
Mrs. Yvonne Shelley 
Mrs. Pearl Long 
Mrs. Joyce Buffkin 
Russell Odham 
Mrs. Glennie Odham 
Mrs. Nellie Mae Strickland 
Mrs. Lucille Wilson 
Mrs. Eva Mae Lovett 
Mrs. Evelle Strickland 
James H. Smith 
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Number on Sunday School roll through the years beginning in: 

1916-1917 113 1945-1946 246 
1920-1922 115 1946-1947 253 
1925-1926 97 1947-1948 223 
1926-1927 147 1948-1949 275 
1928-1929 137 1949-1950 222 
1929-1930 180 1950-1951 244 
1931-1932 176 1951-1952 260 
1932-1934 190 1953-1954 326 
1934-1935 187 1954-1955 328 
1936-1937 237 1955-1956 276 
1937-1938 237 1956-1957 296 
1940-1941 237 1957-1958 301 
1941-1942 213 1958-1959 342 
1942-1943 227 1959-1960 330 
1944-1945 212 

Coleman, Billy 
Coleman, Mary Ruth 
Coleman, Burnette 
Coleman, Milton 
Coleman, Kenneth 
Coleman, Lucy 
Coleman,, Eloise 
Coleman, Pinkie 
Coleman, Pauline 

Hayes, Sam 
Hammond, Marvin 
Hammond, Belton 
Hammond, Vanes 
Hayes, Claude 
Hayes, Guy 
Hayes, Harry Lee 
Hayes, D. W. 
Hayes, Harold 
Hayes, Gracie 
Hayes, Arlean 
Hayes, Estelle 
Hayes, Faye 
Hayes, Annie Mae 
Hayes, Wayne 
Hayes, Judy 
Haynes, Emma 
Hayes, Norman 
Hayes, J. W. 
Hayes, Anmita 
Haynes, Rosco 
Haynes, Rossie 
Haynes, Frannie 
Haynes, Barbara Ann 
Haynes, Marilyn 
Haynes, Larry 
Hayes, Rembert 
Hayes, Lonnie 
Harrelson, Shelby Jean E. 
Harrelson, Rosalie W. 

Dirnmery, Betty 

Edwards, Clyde S. 
Edwards Grover 
Edwards'. Albert 
Edwards, Guilford 
Edwards, Guilford Jr. 
Edwards, Vollie 
Edwards, Raymond 
Edwards, Charles 
Edwards, Phillip 
Edwards, Nancy 
Edwards, Ida 
Edwards, Susie 
Edwards, Fannie 
Edwards, Clara 
Edwards, Daisy 
Edwards, Mickey 
Edwards, Carolyn 
Edwards, Edith 
Edwards, Fann.e T. 
Edwards, Rose 
Edwards, Alice 

Idle, Lucy 

Jacobs, Betty Jean P. 

The Young Married Class was divided in the year of 1956-1957. 

They begin to keep the Nursery in the year 1957-1958. 

MEMBERS OF CHERRY GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH 

Avant, Coy. 
Anderson, Perry 
Anderson, Royce 
Anderson, Hezzy Carr 
Anderson, Marie 
Anderson, Joyce 
Buffkin, H. C. 
Buffkin, Rueben 
Blackburn, Billie 
Bullard, Margaris 
Buffkin, Belle 
Buffkin, Betty Jean S. 
Buffkin, Carlie 
Buffkin, Berkley 
Buffkin, N. H. 
Blackwell, Dossie 
Butler, Joe 
Buffkin, Valery 
Buffkin, Elra 
Buffkin, Landis 
Barnhill, Cora 
Buffkin, Rosa Lee 
Buffkin, Mamie 
Buffkin, Judy Bell 
Blackwell. Lucy 
Buffkin, Minnie 
Buffkin, Faye 
Buffkin, Fronnie 
Buffkin, Oma 
Buffkin, Joyce 
Buffkin, Edna 
Butler, Beda 
Buffkin, Evelyn L. 
Butler, Julie 

Butler, Lou Ellen 
Butler, Brenda 
Buffkin, Geneva B. 
Buffkin, Maurice G. 
Blackwell, Otto 

Coleman, Evangaline 
Coleman, Winston 
Coleman, Barbara 
Coleman, Daphine 
Crenshaw, Bill 
Coleman, Desiree 
Coleman, Lizzie 
Coleman, Joan 
Coleman, Sue 
Coleman, Elois 
Coleman, Annie S. 
Coleman, Myrtle 
Coleman, Annie Lee 
Coleman, Doris Ann 
Coleman, Lillie Marie H. 
Crawford, Inez 
Coleman, Harvey 
Cooper, Ldes 
Coleman, Hosea 
Coleman, Edward 
Coleman, Hubert 
Coleman, S. T. 
Coleman, Franklin 
Coleman, Wilton 
Coleman, Len Roy 
Coleman, Madgie 
Coleman, Bessie 
Coleman, Jimmie 

Fol-y, Roger 
Foley, Ruby 
Foley, Linda 
Faulk, Oneta 
Faulk, Shirley 
Faulk, Robert 

Lovett, Josephine 
Lancaster, A. E. 
Lovett, Rex 
Lancaster, Bryan 
Lovett, Norman 
Lovet', Liston 
J ovett, Olin 
Long, 0. S. 
Long, Charles 
Long, David 
Long, Pearl 
Lovett, Eva Mae 
T.ancaster, Beula 
Lovett, Joanne 
Lovett, Florence 
Lancaster, Billy 
Lancaster, Lila E. 
Lancaster, Mary 
Lan-aster, Sally 
Long, Ethelle 
Lipkin, Thelma W. 
Lancaster, Iris Ann 
Lovett, Jean D. 
Lancaster, Pedro 

Grainger, Ina 
Gettings, Gladys S. 

Hayes, Soloman 
Hayes, David 
Hayes, William 
Hayes, J.M. 
Hayes, Jerry 
Hayes, Eula 
Huggins, Annie 
Huggins. Awine 
Hardy. Fay 
Haynes, Banco 
Hayes, A. Troy 
Hayes, Daniel 
Haynes, Clyde 
Hayes, Joseph 
Hayes, Lonzie 
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Lovett, Bill 
Lancaster, Clara Mae 

Strickland, Lucille M. 
Strickland, Bertha Mae 
Shelley, Yvonne L. 
Strickland, Sherry Jean 
Strickland, Martha 
Strickland, Shirley · 
Strickland, Christine 
Strickland, Elizabeth T. 
Strickland, Lenneau 
Strickland, Thomas 
Strickland, Rudolph 
Strickland, Ernestine 
Strickland, Nellie 
Strickland, Bobby 
Shelley, Clyde 
Strickland, Guy 
Strickland, F. B. 
Smith, Gertrude 
Strickland, Bill 
Strickland, Elizabeth 
Smith, Carolyn Ann 
Strickland, Evelle 
Shelley, Jimmy 
Shelley, Diedre 
Strickland, Betty 
Strickland, Peggy Mac 
Smith, Jimmy 
Strickland, W. C. 
Strickland, Louise 
Strickland, Everett V. 
Scott, Emmerson 
Strickland, Spencer 
St:ickland, Nellie Ann 
Strickland, Anita 
Strickland, Rose 
Strickland, Betty 
Strickland, Peggy 
Shelley, Austin 
Shelley, Nora 
Shelley, Mary Ellen 
Shelley, Sara Louise 
Shelley, Minnie 
Strickland, Taft 
Strickland, Ralph 
Strickland, Nellie 
Strickland, Madaro 
Stephens, Mary 
Strickland, Dollie 
Strickland, Hettie 
Strickland, Lovinia 
Strickland, Nancy 
Strickland, Allie B. 
Strickland, Estelle 
Strong. Estelle S. 
Simmons, Addie Faye S 
Strickland, Sadb R. 
Strickland, Kenneth 
Strickland, J. H. 
Strickland, Don 

Turbeville, Charity 
Turbeville, Betty Jean M. 
'l'roope, Willis 
Turbeville, Vollie 
·1 urner, Edwin 
Turbeville, Joanne 
Turbeville, Ethelle S. 
Turner, Mary C. 
'rroope, Ida Mae 
Turbeville, Frank 
Vance, Retha 
Williamson, George 
Williamson, 0. W. 
Williamson, Quincey 
Williamson, Richard 
Williamson, Robert Earl 
Williamson, 0. W. Jr. 
Wilson, Junior 
Wilson, Oscar 
Wilson, Etha Mae 
Wilson, Amelda 
Wilson, Tracy 
Wilson, Lucille 
Wilson, Lacy 
Worley, Eddie 
Worley, Bardin 
Worley, Neta Mae 
Worley, Bardin Jr. 
Worley, Judy Carol 
Worley, Leamon 
Worley, Elneta 
Worley, Alice 
Worley, Willa Faye 
Worley, L. Y. 
Worley, M. E. 
Worley, Mrs. Eddie 
Worley, W. G. 
Worley, Dorothy 
Worley, W. L. 
Wilson, N. W. 
Worley, Bertie L. 
Worley, Mae 
Wilson, Arizonia 
Worley, Elsie S. 
Wilson, Kathlene 
Williams, Florence B. 
Wilson, Bonnie Faye 
Wilson, Mittie 
Worley, Johnson 
Wilson, Freeman 
Watts, Linda Gail 
Worley, Bernice 
Worley, Sandra 
Buffkin, Amanda 
Dudney, William 
Hilbourn, Linda Lou W. 
Norris, Tate 
Norris, Ila Pearl L. 
Total 409 

Marlowe, Lee 
Moore, J. G. 
Meekins, Boyd 
McCatheine, Josie 
Morris, Edna S. 
Meekins, Nora 
Moore, Pearl 
Mears, Josephine 
Marlowe, Suddie 
Marlowe, Lula 
Marlowe, Geneva 
Marlowe, Buck 
Marlowe, Betty 
Marlowe, Fannie 
Miller, Sandra 

Odham, Russell 
Odham, Glennie 
Odham, Elaine 
Odham, L. R. 

Strickland, Guilford 
Strickland, Horace 
Strickland, Homesy 
Strickland, Velton 
Strickland, Collins 
Strickland, Durwood 
Strickland, F'ronnis 
Strickland, Farley 
Strickland, Beasley 
Strickland, Numan 
Strickland, Willie 
Strickland, Jim 
Sxickland, Nathan 
Sealey, Earley 
Smith, James H. 
Strickland, Homer 
Strickland, Robert Earl 
Strickland, Elmore 
Strickland, George E. 
Strickland, George B. 
Strickland, Leon 
Strickland, M. G. 
Strickland, Nathan Jr. 
Strickland, Billy Wayne 
Strickland, Vollie 
Strickland, Floyd 
Strickland, Elbert 
Strickland,Rhoanoke 
Strickland, Lascoe 
Strickland, Texford 
Strickland, Jack 
Strickland, Sally F. 
::;trickland, Bob 
Strickland, Phillip 
Strickland, Letha C. 
Sealey, Doretha 
Strickland, Ruth E. 
Strickland, Lois 
Strickland, Ethelle 
Sealey, Sylvia 
Strickland, Lou Bell 
Strickland, Arilla 
Strickland, Sessie 
Strickland, Eva 
Strickland, Frankie H. 
Strickland, Christine 
Strickland, Reba 
Strickh.nd, Viginia 
Strickland, Nellie Mae 
Strickland, Flossie 
Strickland, Mildred 
Strickland, Ester 
Smith, Letha June 
Strickland, Shirley 
Strickland, Curlie 
Sealey, Carolyn 
Turbeville, Billie 
Turbeville, Harold 
Thompson, Gale 

Page, Timothy 
Page, Louise 
Paite, Alice · 
Page, Sue 
Page, Sara 
Prost, Twilla 
Page, Diann 
Fichardson, Glempsey 
Richardson, Neta Lee 
Richardson, Della Mae 
Rowell, Clemie 
Richardson, Bonnie Faye 
Richardson, Patricia 
Richardson, E. C. 
Richardson, Roger 
Richardson, Ida 
Richardson, Blanche 
Richardson, Catherine 
R.ichardson, Charles 
Richardson, Lillie 
Sealey, Bertie 
Strickland, Rebecca 
Strickland, Junmie 
Strickland, Lillie 
Smith, Frankie 
Strickland, Lula 
Strickland, Bertha E. 
Strickland, Mollie 
Strickland, Bernice 
Strickland, Emma H. 
Strickland, Frankie W. 
Strickland, Katie 
Strickland, Linda 
Strickland, Thelma 
Strickland, Barbara 
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The New Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
Building Built In 1948 

A. P. STEPHENS 

Former Pastor 

Pastorium Built In Fall of 1957 At Cost Of $17,000. 
Occupied By Pastor February 5, 1958. 

14 
lb 





Cape Fear Minutes, 1846 

Received one newly cmnstituted church, viz: 
Cherry Grove, Columbus County, N.C. - Presbyter, 
Elder Haynes Lennon. 





CHERRY GROVE - 1846 

1836 - 

Columbus Co. 
ag._ - ~ - 

CAPE F.,EA.."R - • i_305-98 

1837 - 

1838 - 

1839 - 

1840 - 

1841 - 

1842 - 

1843 - 

1844 - 

1845 - 

. / 1846 - 

1847 - 

1848 - 

1849 - 

~ Admit. as p,ewly cons.t.G Eld. Hap:nes Lennon. 18 mem • 
No pastor. <; v• • .Stricklanct,B. Buffkin, J.H. Buffkin, delegates. 

/'/' 

1850 - 

1851- 

1852 - 

1853- 

1854 - 

1855 - 

1856- 

1857- 

·1858 - 

1859- 

1860- 

fl '' Ir 

186i- 

1862- 

1863- 

1864- 

1865- 

1866- 



CHERRY GROVE~ 1846 
1867 - 

1868 - 

1869 - 

lW(O - 

Columbus o , 
Page -,3 - 
CAPE FEAR - J.805-93 

1871 - 

1872 - 

1873 - 

18'[4 - 

1875 - 

1876 - 

1877 - 

1878 - 

1879 - 

1880 - 

1881 - 

1882 - 

1883 - 

1884 - 

1885 - 

1886 - 

·1887 - 

1888 - 

1889 - 

1890 - ~ f·~ D, ti~ 
1891- ~~- 

1892 - ~ 

1893- ·~ ~ 

.A.894 - ~~-<v ~ X/11 

1f/ ~ 

1895 - 

1896 - . 
18Y7 - /I II 

1898 - 



Speakers stolen from Brunswick church 
A thief broke the door down at Cherry Grove Missionary Baptist 

Church on Bitmore Road in Brunswick and stole a $1,000 sound 
system. The church suffered more than $400 damage from the thiefs 
entry. 

According to the Columbus County Sheriffs Department, the 
thief gained entry to the church by climbing in a Sunday school 
room window. He went through the church, rifling through rooms 
and left with two speakers. 

Church member J.B. Davis said the man pried open the church's 
baptismal fount and rummaged through the pastor's study. The 
Sheriffs Department is investigating the incident. 

Although the church has been vandalized several times in recent 
months, with obscene graffitti sprayed on the church's door and the 
attempted theft of an historic bell, Davis said he does·not believe the 
same person committed this theft. 

4A--The News Reporter, Whiteville, North Carolina, Monday, April 5, 1999 
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Living creche 
Members of Cherry Grove Baptist Church rehearse the live nativity they will perform Tuesday through Friday from 7-9 p.m. 

Nativity play is Cherry Grove tradition 
By LEE HINNANT various parts that are played." 

The tradition started in the late 1970s under former pastor the Rev. Claire 
Baker, who wrote the script still in use today. 

Audience members are invited to watch from their cars, or they can step 
out and watch from a special viewing area. The performance includes music 
and lighting. 

Cherry Grove Baptist Church puts on the live nativity play every other 
year. The church is located about eight miles from Tabor City off N .C. 904. 

Many more area Christmas traditions and other holiday stories will 
be featured in a special tabloid section of The News Reporter on 
Thursday. 

Members of Cherry Grove Baptist Church will bring the Christmas story 
to life this week with three nights of performances of a live nativity scene. 

About 10 people, a mixture of youth and adults, will join with live calves. 
a lamb and donkey to recreate the story of Jesus' birth. The play, lasting about 
20 minutes, will be given from 7 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

"We do this to represent to the community and the public in general the 
birth of our Lord," said the Rev. Tony Fulbright, pastor of the church. 
"Members enjoy doing it. There is 'an air of excitement about it and the 
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Items Worth $2,568 Stolen 
Ffdb Cherry Grove Baptist 

CLIPPING SERVICE 
1115 HILLSBORO 

RALEIGH, NC 27603 
TEL. (919) 833-2079 

CkJc-( ~t!' 

JOURNAL PATRIOT 
NORTH WILKESBORO, N. C. 

The theft of about $2,568 
worth of items in a break-in at 
Cherry Grove Baptist Church in 
the Brushy Mountain com 
munity has been reported to the 
Wilkes Sheriffs Department. 

Reported stolen sometime bet 
ween 4 p.m. Wednesday and 
11 :30 a.m. Saturday were two 
amplifiers, two tuners, two sets 

of strings, two cords and a guitar. 
The guitar, which is a Gibson, is 
valued at $1,565. 

The Rev. Vestal Moore of 
Wilkesboro, pastor of the church, 
discovered and reported the inci 
dent. There are no suspects, 
stated a sheriffs department 
report. 



· '1,- CHURCHES IN ~OJfTH clJt'cfu~A BEGUN PRIOR TO 1830 ~ 

~As named by Morgan Edwards, John Asplund, G. W. Paschal or other/·' IV 
I ) 0 ,r/ ) , . {f24L--- 

l. Name*** 1 ..;Vft- Date of Constitution __ 1_0_1 _ 
IV M < 1}))'" (! r cYJ>- 

2. Name lf changed. Date of change _ 

3. Location. Name of County when Constituted ----=...c=-~'"'-"'-'-''--"---"=-'""--"---'-/-~_~_f _ 
4. Location. Name of County at present time ___:_l_l.__ _ 

5. Name of Association with which originally affiliated--------------- 

rJ} ~. !&7~? _______________ Name in 1960 _ 

6. Type of Church; General Baptist, Particular, _ 

Separate, Regular, Dther, _ 

7. Is the church by either name listed in Convention Annual in 1959 or 1960? ~ 

(See Notes Other Side) 
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L 0 '1 L1 j. N . . . D ive utdoor ativity rama 

The live outdoor nativity drama "A 
Saviour is Born" will be presented 
through Christmas· Eve at Cherry 
Grove Baptist Church. 
The annual presentation, back by 

popular demand, will feature 14 ac 
tors nightly at 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, and 
8:30. 
Featurtng elaborate costumes, 

lighting and sound, the production 
may be s.een across from the church 
on N.C. 904, halfway between Tabor 
City and Fair Bluff. 
A traditional part of the Christmas 

season in the Cherry Grove Com 
munity, "A Saviour is Born" may be 
viewed from your car or from a 
special seating area. 
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Cherry Grove Church Sets [hiuloor Nativity Scene 
I 

Cherry Grove Baptist Chruch will 
present its annual outdoor live nativi 
ty drama, "A Savior Is Born," night 
ly beginning with tonight (Dec. 19) 
through Monday, Dec. 24. 
"The drama, which is back by 

popular demand, wiII feature 14 ac-> 
tors with shows nightly at 7, 7:30, 8 
and 8:30,''. a church spokesman said. 
The production will feature elaborate 
costumes, lightinP ~nri "'"""'rl which 

wilI add to the professional quality of 
the show, it was said. This show 
through the years has become a 
traditional part of the Christmas 
season in the Cherry Grove com 
munity. 

seating area at the churc . 
The church invites the public to at 

tend. 

The church is located on N.C 904 
midway between Fair Bluff and 
Tabor City. The show can be viewed 
from the car or from a special 
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''.?-The News Reporter, Whiteville, North Carolina, Monday, December 17, 1984 
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!Outdoor l t 
t i 

j~ativity . ' ; . 
1?Iay Set . , 
' ~ Cherry Grove Baptist Church will 
tllfesent its annual outdoor live na 
• tlvity drama, "A Savior Is Born," 
1 mghtly this Wednesday through 
'Monday, Dec. 19-24. 

"The drama, which is back by 
,popular demand, will _feature 14 
actors with shows nightly at 7, 
7.:30, 8, and 8:30," a church 
spokesman said. "The production 
•also features elaborate costumes, 
: l~hting and sound, which adds to 
ithe professional quality of the 
1 show. This show through the years 
, has become a traditional part of 
, the Christmas season in the Cherry 
~Grove Community." 

,. The church invites the public to 
'attend. The church is on N.C. 904 
;Il)idway between Fair Bluff and 
T,abor City. The show can be 
viewed from your car or from a 
!special seating- area at the church. 



Cherry Grove Plans Revival 
Revival services will be 

held at Cherry Grove Baptist 
Church beginning March 26 
and continuing each evening 
through the week. 
The Rev. Woodrow Harris, 

pastor of Maple Baptist 
Church near Conway, S.C., 
will be the guest speaker. 
Services will be held nightly 
at 7:30 and a nursery will be 
provided. 
The Rev. Mr. Harris is a 

native of Texas and a 
graduate of Trinity College 
and Southwestern Seminary 
of Fort Worth, Texas. Early 
in his ministry he served as 
music and education 
ministers in several chur 
ches, his last being with the 
First Baptist Church in 
Columbia, S.C. 
His first pastorate was with 

the Mt. Olive and Plesant 
View churches in Horry 
County, S.C. He then served 
Second Baptist Church in 
Shelby for 51h years; 
Rutledge A venue Church in 
Charleston, S.C., for nine 
years; and Duncan Church in 
Greenville, S.C., for 16 years. 
He has been with the Maple 
Church since 1976. 
In addition to his pastoral 

ministry the Rev. Mr. Harris 
has served in a number of 
positions of denominational 
leadership, including being 
moderator of the Greenville 
Association, president of the 
S.C. Pastors' Conference and 
vice-president of the S.C. 
Baptist Convention and two 
terms on the General Board 
of the S.C. Baptist Con 
vention. 

The Rev. Mr. rris is also 
a soloist, songwriter and 
poet. 
The Rev. O.A. Anderson, 

interim pastor, and the 
congregation invite the public 
to attend the services. 

"Nothing under the sun is 
ever accidental." G. E. Lessing 



Cherry Grove 
Church Sets 
Harvest Day 

The Cherry Grove Baptist.. 
church begins a busy eek 
with Harvest Day, Saturday, 
October 8. Dinner will be 
served at 12:00 noon, followed 
by an auction at 1: 00 p.m. 
Items · to be auctioned 

consist of many varieties, 
usually baked goods, home 
grown vegetables, hand craft 
items and many more on up 
to even "live" pigs. These 
items will be auctioned off 
and sold to the highest bidder. 
The money raised on 

Harvest Day will be used for 
various projects that the 
church is in the process of 
adopting, according to the 
announcement. 
Fall Revival will begin 

Monday night, October 10 and 
go through Sunday, October 
16, with services to begin 
each night at 7:30 p.m. Guest 
speaker will be the Rev. 
Walter Jones who is the new 
Director for the Columbus 
County Baptist Association. 
The public is cordually in 
vited to attend . 
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MORNING STAR 
WILMINGTON, N. C 

built in 1924 was another wood 
frame building, which was painted 
white. The site of the church was 
moved about 100 yards to the south. 
The space from the old site was used 
to expand the cemetery. 

As the church's membership con 
tinued to grow, more space was 
needed, and in 1948 the present 
brick building was erected. In the 
late 1960s, an education building 
was added. 

The church now has about 500 
members, 

As part of the 17 5th "atmiversazy 
and Harvest Day celebrations at 
noon Oct. 12 the church will hold a 
covered-dish luncheon. At 1 p.m. 
the Harvest Day Auction begins. 

"You won't ever see an auction 
like this. Prices are exorbitant be 
cause it supports the church," said 
Farley Strickland, chairman of the 
board of deacons. "A ham could go 
for $85 to $125, hammers have gone 
for $80 to $100," he said. "It's kind 
of like the Pentagon's pricing." 

On Oct. 13 Sunday school begins 
at 10:45 a.m. and the worship ser 
vice is at 11:45 a.m. The Fall Reviv 
al begins at 7:30 p.m. and will con 
tinue each night through Oct. 16. 

The congregation at the dedication of the current building in 1948. 

Church, village 
grow up together 
By Mark Harrison 
Staff Writer 

CH R1 ~!~~E - The next we anges and cele- 
brations for Cherry Grove Baptist 
Church. 

The change will be on Sunday, 
when the church, which is between 
Fair Bluff and Tabor City on N.C. 
904, receives a new pastor - the 
Rev. Rudolph Joseph Hammond. 
Next weekend, the church and the 
town celebrate their 175th anniver 
sary, Harvest Day wiU also be-cele 
brated next weekend. 
'Tm looking foward to enjoying 

the celebration," said Hammond. "It 
is a time to get to know one another 
well." Hammond has spent the last 
nine years at the Cathedral Baptist 
Church in Wadesboro. 
With such a long history, Cherry 

Grove Baptist Church has had an 
impact on the area. "The church is 
the community," said Dan Strick 
land, assistant Sunday school direc 
tor. 

Cherry Grove Baptist was estab 
lished in 1810. It was built in a 
cherry grove and church officials 
decided the trees should be part of 
its name. The original building - 
long and straight - was made of 
logs and had four doors, one each for 
the pastor, men, women and slaves. 
In 1860, a new frame church was 

built. At that time, construction 
techniques called fol' four men to 
hold the frame while the logs were 
placed in position and the boards 
hewn out. 

In 1917, the church received its 
first organ. Seven years later, mem 
bership had grown so large a new 
building was needed. The church 



Cherry Grove Sets 
Homecoming Aug. 20 
Homecoming service will be 

held at Cherry Grove B~ist 
Church on Sunday, Aug. 19. dne 
of the featured singing groups 

' for the day will be The Gospel 
Voices. The public is invited. 
Revival services will be held 

Aug. 20-25 at 7:30 nightly. Guest 
speaker will be the Rev. Luther 
Carver of Spruce Pine. The 
pastor the Rev. Vestal Moore, 
stated the public is invited to i 
attend. 1· .. i w1u<ES&'RO 



·cherry Grove Plans Reoioal; 
Cherry Grove Baptist 

Church of Cerro Gordo will 
hold revival services Monday 
through Sunday, Oct. 9-15, 
with services nightly at 7: 30. 

The guest evangelist for the 
services will be the Rev. 
Joseph D. Seay Sr. of 
Edgewood Baptist Church in 
Greer, S.C. He received his· 
education at North Greenville 
Baptist College, Furman 
University and Southeastern 
Seminary. He has served two 
churches in North Carolina 
and two in South Carolina, 
including Edgewood. 

There will be special music 
nightly, and a nursery will be 
provided. 
The Rev. Claire G. Baker, 

pastor, and the congregation 

invite the public to attend the 
services. 

THE REV. JOE SEAY 
... _ -.·~c.'"tl't:t81i~~~ ..;.---~ 

W. Jefferson: Sk v la rrd Post 
,WhjtevWe: News-Reportt;¥ 
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Windsor: Bertie Ledger-Advance 
Yadkinville: Yadkin Ripple 
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Zebulon Record 
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Piety by way 
of pasta is OK 
We find spiritual solace in our 

own way. 
Some find it in a well-appointed 

church with God's chosen arrayed 
about them in Sunday clothes. 
There, in padded pew, air condi 
tioned, stained-glass comfort, the 
Lord reveals all in middle-class 
clarity. 
For others, the Great Revelation 

comes on a bleary, beery morning 
as they make the oh-so-easy and 
oh-so-heartfelt pledge: "Lord, if 
you'll just get me through this one, 
I swear I'll be good. I'll go to 
church every Sunday and I'll nev 
er be bad no more.'' 
For an Atlanta woman, it came 

in spaghetti. 
Has the sad, loving face of the 

Prince of Peace revealed itself on 
a Pizza Rut billboard in DeKalb 
County? Is he there, lurking on the 
fork and partially hidden by the 
words "spaghetti junction" ? Is it, 
the beloved Nazarene in noodles?' 
So said fashion designer Joyce 

Simpson. Ms. Simpson said that in 
April, as she was struggling with a 
torturous decision about remain 
ing in her church choir or turning 
professional, she saw the face of 
the King of Kings. 
"I looked up and saw the Michel 

angelo version of Christ's face on a 
Pizza Hut sign," she said. "It's in 
credible." 
Ms. Simpson was the first to see 

the carpenter from Nazareth on 
the billboard but she is not the last. 
Pizza Hut folks, to their credit, 
have not said she is crazy. They 
gently point out that they don't see 
anything, that nothing subliminal 
was intended, that it is just a pic 
ture of spaghetti. Others have 
joined Ms. Simpson in claiming to 
see Jesus, but that is nothing to get 
excited about. If you stand on a 
street corner and look at absolute 
ly nothing, many will follow. 
I don't know what it is like to be 

saved in a pinch-lipped church but 
when the Lord grabs you by the 
heart in a Southern Baptist church 
revival, brothers and sisters, 
you'll see more than the Father in 
fettuccine. 
For most of us, the Great Spiri 

tual A wakening came hand in 
hand with puberty. That most 
young people trapped in the throes 

The Associated Press 
Detail from billboard of what 
some see as face of Jesus 
of puberty have many, many 
thoughts to feel guilty about 
makes them prime for a sweet 
voiced preacher and "Almost Per 
suaded." 
You scratch a Baptist and ask 

them to recall the precise moment 
when they accepted Jesus as their 
personal savior and you will notice 
some striking similarities: They 
were about 13, give or take a pim 
ple or two, and it was more than 
likely at a spring or summer reviv 
al. And the hymn of invitation was 
either "Almost Persuaded" or 
"Just As I Am." 
Mine came at the Cherry Grove 

Missionary Baptist Cliiirch fialf 
wayb~'l1'1"'d1r'Bliiff and Tabor 
City, down in Columbus County. A 
sizable crowd had packed the little 
brick country church all week as 
the revival rolled on and toward 
the end of the week, after most of 
my pals had taken that long, ner 
vous walk to the altar, I was 
ready. 
The choir softly sang "Almost 

Persuaded" as the preacher gent 
ly said, "Let every head be bowed, 
let every eye be closed as we pray 
for those who are about to be lost.'' 
The last line of the song goes, 

"almost persuaded, but lost." It 
sounded like the door to heaven 
was slamming shut in my face and 
I was not going to be the only 13- 
year-old in Hell. 
So just before the song ended, I 

made the walk down the aisle and 
on the next Sunday morning, right 
after preaching, most of the cur 
rent, past and future trouble-mak 
ers of Cherry Grove were washed 
in the blood of the Lamb in a heat 
ed baptismal pool. 
So Ms. Simpson, if you saw Je 

sus in spaghetti, more power to 
you. 
~tter there than nowhere.;/ 



NEWS Rf PORTER 
WHITEVILLE, N. C. 

DEC-0 4·--8 6 

, North Carolina, Thursday, December 4, 1986 

Photos by Berry Strickland 

C:HERRY GROVE CHILDREN'S CHOIR - (Ist row, l-r ) , Natalie 
Strickland, Andi ea l>'udney, Paige Strickland, Clay Strickland, Laura 
Hooks; (2nd row~ Cindy Williamson, (pianist); Shanna Spivey, Dallas 
Baker, .s~awn Strickland, Shelly Wilson, Kristi Buffkin, Matthew Baker, 
Sean Wllhamson; (3rd row) Nathan Williamson, Wingate Edwards, Mandy 
H~ynes, Kelly Strickland, Rachel Faulk, Tommie Lynn Haynes, John 
Michael Faulk, and John Steven Strickland. (not pictured), Johnathon 
Lovett. -- 

CHERRY GROVE ADULT CHOIR - (1st row, l-r), Wanda Strickland, 
(pianist); Alice Enzor, Carolyn Worley, Beasley Strickland, Clyde Shelley, 
Wilhelmenia Suggs, Eva Strickland, Pearl Strickland, (organist); (2nd row) 
Yvonne Shelley, Geneva Buffkin, Jasper Wilson, David Baker, Joseph 
Wilson, Emma Haynes, Faye Hayes, (3rd row) Shirley Strickland, Richard 

. Williamson, Duvall Suggs, Wayne Hendrix, Bobby Edwards, Joyce Buffkin; 
(not pictured), Eloise Coleman, Ann Fairfax, and Lucille Strickland. 

PRIVATE PIANO CLASS - (1st row, l-r), Brandi McDaniels, Brandi 
Fowler, Dallas Baker, Rachel Faulk, Wingate Edwards, Benjie Cribb, 
Wyche Scott, Mrs. Jennifer N. Edwards, (2nd row) John Michael Faulk, 
Dayna Goins, LeeAnn Cribb, Kelly Strickland, Mandy Haynes, Samantha 
Cribb, Paige Honeycutt; (3rd row) Tammy Strickland, Kristy Lovett, 
Desiree Jordan, Natalie Houser, Kimberly Strickland, Leslie Haynes, Chan 
dra Houser, Cindy Williamson. 

musical drama, "Two Nights 
Before Christmas." "The children, 
dressed as toys in a toy store, will 
come to life at the stroke of 
midnight, Dec. 23. They, along 
with Mr. McDuff, the grumpy 
store manager, learn the true 
meaning of Christmas and he 
becomes a changed man," said 
Mrs. Edwards. 
"All participants have worked 

extremely hard to make each of 
the programs as good as it can 
be," said Mrs. Edwards. The 
public is invited to attend. 

Church Plans Mini-Concert 
The Christmas season: will be 

filled with musical and dramatic 
programs for members of Cherry 
Grove Baptist Church. 
Mrs. Jennifer N. Edwards' piano 

students will present a mini 
concert Sunday, Dec. 7 at 3:30 
p.m. The program will include a 
variety of Christmas pieces, from 
sacred to secular, including "Deck 
the Halls," "Silent Night," "Silver 
Bells" and "White Christmas." 
Mrs. Edwards will accompany 

· some her students' selections on 
the organ and she will perform a 
Christmas medley at the piano. 
Mrs. Edwards is also director of 

the church's adult and children's 
choirs. During the worship service 
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 10:50 a.m., the 
adult choir will render a Christ 
mas cantata, "Come to the 
Manger," by Joel E. Parks, using 
a Southern gospel motif. 
During. the evening services 

Dec. 14, beginning at 7, the 
children's choir will present a 
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Cherry Grove Baptist Has 

Special Harvest Auction 
On Saturday Oct. 7, the 

Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
celebrated Harvest Day by 
having their annual dinner at 
12 noon and their auction at 1 
p.m. 
The covered dish dinner was 

served in the Community 
House, and the auction was 
under the trees on the lawn 
and parking area. 
A long table down the center 

of the Community House was 
completely filled with food 
dishes. 
The meal was served (ac 

cording to Farley Strickland's 
watch) at straight-up noon. 
The blessing was said by Rev. 
Claire Baker. 
The house was filled to 

capacity, with chairs lined 
along .the walls, and in the 
kitchen. When Cherry Grove 
decides to put on a meal they 
really DO it. 
Steve Wray of Whiteville, 

was the auctioneer and had his 
audio-equipment. He has the 
voice and personality to keep 
his audience comfortable, 

squeezing the highest possible 
bids from the spectators. Just 
to show you, a claw hammer 
brought $95, a yard rake went 
to Letha Smith for $50 (she 
said later "I took it home and 
put in on a shelf in the garage 
for safekeeping. I have no 
intention of using it") A toy 
register went for $100 to a 
small child, who really wanted 
it. There were other toys and 
dolls to delight any little girl. 
The 'membership of the 

Cherry Grove Baptist Church, 
does this each year for their 
church and is a lot of fun to see 
just how high your neighbors 
will raise the bid. If you are 
left "holding the bag," so be it. 
It doesn't matter. Everyone 
reaps the benefit from the 
proceeds. 
There were about 125 at 

tending the auction, and the 
proceeds reached the $11,000 
mark with a little to spare. 
Beasley Strickland and Ted 

Spivey asisted the auctioneer. 
(Belle McNeill) 
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CHERRY GROVE BltR;i'.lil' CHURCH held its Sunday School last week, 
with an enrollment of 146 and an average attendance of 134 for the May 15-19, 
6-9 p.m. programs. Each session included worship, Bible study, music, 
refreshments, recreation, and crafts. Students are shown preparing to enter 
the church for one of the sessions. A preparation day had been held May 13, 
including registration, a parade, and ice cream. Commencement was May 
21. Mrs. George B. Strickland was the director, and the Rev. C.C. Baker is 
pastor. (Staff Photo) 
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CHERRY GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH copped the Pioneer 
League Columbus County Royal Ambassador basketball 
championship Thursday night with a 31~22 victory over 
Hinson's Crossroads. Members of the team are, front row, left 
to right, Micheal Smith, Ryan James, Kevin Strickland, Jody 
Lancaster. Back row, Chris Worley, Gene Edwards,. Kevin 
Clemmons, Ron Herring, Coach Kent Lovettte. 
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THIS NATIVITY SCENE from the Cherry 
Grove Baptist Church is from the drama "For 
Unto Us A Child Is Born", telling of Jesus' 
birth. Left to right are Spencer Strickland, 
Larry Troupe and Andy Dudney, wise men; 
Nanette Strickland, Mary; and James 
Strickland, Joseph. Each show lasts 20 
minutes and visitors can view the production 
from their cars or the bleachers. Shows begin 
nightly at 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30. (Photos by Benny 
Strickland) \ ---- 
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Former RA Organizer, Leader John Faulk Is MisSed 
WILLIAMS •• On Tuesday, 

March 13, a young man died and 
many, many people, suffered the 
blow that comes with death, 
along with his family and loved 
ones that a crisis like this always 
is expected to affect. 
Hundreds, yes, perhaps a thou 

sand young people, as well as 
some who are now full-grown 
adults will well , remember John 
Robert Faulk, who died in an 
auto collision on his way to work 
that morning. Some of those that 
his life touched are even older 
than is the 43 years that he lived. 

•• Jp •• 
JOHN ROBERT FAULK was 

widely known across SENCland 
for many years; not only for his 
work as an agriculture teacher 
and as a worker in the Columbus 
Count}' Baptist Association as a 
layman and licensed minister. He 
was also noted for his work With 
youth in the area. 
ONE OF HIS top priorities in a 

busy life that saw him touching 
many, many young people was in 
a sports field that he loved as well 
as the other personal projects 
that he became involved in over 
the years. 

··JP·· 
THE BAPTIST ROYAL AM 

BASSADORS Basketball League 
was the vehicle that John Robert 
rode as a worker in athletics. So 
far as we can remember, he 
never played sports in high 
school, though he might have 
made an effort to do so. But, it 
was during and after bis high 

school •• and even college •• 
tenures that he was involved with 
the RAs through one of the joys 
of his life •• the Cherry Grove 
Baptist Church, which he had 
been a member of since boyhood. 
He not only was an organizer of 
the Columbus County RA Basket 
ball League, he also coached in it 
during his 11 or 12 years at its 
helm. 
We remembered we had a let 

ter from John thanking us for the 
publicity we'd given him in The 
News Reporter for the Columbus 
Royal Ambassadors League with 
its three age-divisions; i.e., 
Crusader, Pioneer and Ambas 
sadors (the latter now known as 
the Young Men's) divisions. The 
letter, in his hand-written words, 
came just prior to the 1972 sea 
son. In it he revealed the age of 
the league, we feel. We'd like to 
share a bit of this with you: 

--JP-- 
"MR. POWERS," it begins, 

"On behalf of all the Royal Am 
bassadors, I wish to thank you 
fot your coverage and support 
Even though you've never seen 
one of our games, (I was kept 
pretty busy for a one-man sports 
staff covering high school and 
semi-pro sports in Columbus, 
Brunswick, Bladen and Robeson 
Counties) "you've been a great 
asset to our program. Without 
publicity our program would not 
be so successful. 
"Our athletic program began 

four years ago in an organized 
fashion in the backyard of Caroll 

Martin's home at Williamson 
Crossroads •. The original charter 
members were Cherry Grove, 
Williamson Crossroads, Western 
Prong and West Whiteville (Bap 
tist Churches). Of that group, 
only Cherry Grove and West · 
Whiteville remain active. These 
two churches are the "grand 
daddies" of our organization. 
Since that time, we have grown 
by leaps and bounds. We have a 
state championship in track and 
basketball. 

•• Jp •• 
"OUR LARGEST PROGRAM 

is basketball, in which we fielded 
32 different teams in the three 
age-divisions. The horizon seems 
even brighter. 
"There has been much talk," ' 

the staunch promoter of youth 
sports and of his beloved Cherry 
Grove Baptist Church, "of even 
going nation-wide with RA 
sports. Some states such as Vir 
ginia and Texas are very active in 
RA sports. We're hoping that by 
1972 we will be able to send all 
star teams from our area to com 
pete with these state associations. 
"Any help you can give us 

through publicity will be greatly 
appreciated." 

··JP·· 
ALONG WITH his thanks, 

John Robert urged us to come to 
some of their contests and tourna 
ments. However, it seems that 
everyone plays basketball at the 
same time, and surely play 
tournaments at the same times 

and you can imagine what a per 
son already tied up with his 
fulltime coverage of prep events, 
well ... 
JOHN'S LETTER continued 

"WE'VE HAD our 'Ups and 
Downs', but we're still moving 
forward. Some of our most 
memorable moments have been: 
1. Having a packed gym at Chad 
bourn (Primary, old Chadbourn 
High) School for our tourna 
ments the past two years; · 2. 
Those Cherry Grove-Brunswick 
games; 3. Losing the State RA 
Track Championship by 1/6tb of 
a point; and 4. Who can ever 
forget Cherry Grove losing in the 
district RA Tournament to 
Raeford in 4 Overtimes? I'll 
never forget because I was the 
losing coach!!!" 

··JP·· 
"OH, YES, We're very proud 

of LLOYD BRITT (who became 
an ace left-hand pitching star for 
Whiteville's Wolfpack baseball 
team) from Brunswick doing so 
well in the high school ranks. I 
think this speaks well of the 
calibre of play in the RAs. There 
are many other high school 
athletes who had their beginning 
in RA sports, but I won't attempt 
., dleotion them ... "But, winning 
trophies isn't our main goal, 
which is to use sports in a Chris 
tian atmosphere to help young 
boys become useful Christians 
and good citizens. Thanks for 
Everything! Sincerely Yours, 
(signed) John R. Faulk." 

John had a postscript (P.S.) 
that said, "I didn't write this for 
a story." But, we feel if we'd 
asked him that he would have 
agreed to use it, if it was in telling 
the true story about John Robert 
Faulk ... 

•• Jp •• 
JOHN FAULK not only loved 

his church, his family and his 
work. He loved people. Anyone 
he taught at West Columbus 
HigJ:l School (1969-81) and Wil 
liams Township since that time 

: until his death will tell you that 
he loved his fellowman. It's no 
secret that the school •• as one of 
its leaders said, "just about 
closed down" the remainder of 
the week after his death, because 
his going upset the administra 
tors, faculty and students alike. 
As A VOCATIONAL Agricul 

ture teacher, this graduate of 
Tabor City High School, also of 
N.C. State University where he 
was awarded both his bachelor's 
and Master's degrees and be 
came affiliated with the Alpha 
Zeta and Farm House Frater 
nities, was truly at home in his 
post as agriculture teacher for 
more than 20 years. While there 
he served as Vice President of the 
State Future Farmers of Amer 
ica; and later had a Williams 
Township student who was a Na 
tional FF A officer during the lat 
ter's tenure at NCSU. 

•• Jp •• 
JIMMY SPIVEY, the current 

director of RA Basketball within 

the Columbus Baptist Associa 
tion, remembers that this son, 
Randy (now 26 years old), played 
on an all-star team that John 
Faulk coached. Many others will 
remember him in many phases of 
his RA career. 
NOT ONLY DID ROBERT 

earn and receive many prof es 
sional citations and awards in his 
working days, he also held offices 
like being president of the 
Columbus County Agriculture 
Teachers; vice-president of the 
N.C. Vocational Agriculture 
Teachers, but always treated his 
students as he wished them to 
treat him •• on a man-on-man 
basis. Any student who wanted to 
pass his classes under Mr. Faulk 
had only to show him he truly 
made an effort to do so, and 
could achieve that goal. 
As a deacon and Sunday 

School teacher at Cherry Grove 
Baptist Church, as the church's 
Church Training Director for 
sometime, as well as a counselor 
there, he'll be remembered for 
years. He also served the same 
posts for the Columbus Baptist 
Association. ' 
But, we, who join his many 

friends and family in sorrow 
about his passing, will always re 
member John Robert Faulk as 
the fellow who was always 
prompt in letting us have any 
news about RA basketball and 
other sports that he felt might 
make better men out of the kids 
and youth that were under his 
direction in this branch of sports. 
WE'RE TRULY glad that this 

man out of Cherry Grove who 
loved people, found time to cross 
our path. We were proud to num 
ber him among our friends over 
the ears. 



' Cherry Grove to hold 
~Cfl~ Al 
revival March 25 ~ 28 

The .~Y Grove Baptist 
Church will host its spring re 
vival SUnday, March 25 through 
Wednesday, March 28. The first 
service will be during the Sun 
day morning worship hour at 
10:50 .a.m. The remaining ser 
vices will begin at 7:30 p.m. Sun 
day evening through Wednesday 
evening. 

The guest evangelists for the 
week will be Rev. Royce E. Will 
iams, a native of Rocky Mount, 
is founder and President of Mis 
sions Evangelism Ministries. 
MEM is a non-profit organiza 
tion formed in 1991, based in 
Rocky Mount, and is dedicated 

to evangelistic preaching and 
singing, both at home and abroad. 
Through revivals, evangelistic 
crusades and gospel concerts, 
MEM seeks the salvation of souls 
and the edification of the church. 
He holds a BS degree from 
Campbell College (now Univer 
sity) in Buies Creek, and a Mas 
ter of Divinity from Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Rev. Williams was saved at age 
nine at Proctor's Chapel Mission 
ary Baptist Church in Rocky 
Mount, and surrendered to full 
time Christian ministry at age 16. 
He was ordained to the Go 

ontinued on p e ;!) 
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oo revival 
(Continued/rampage 1) 

ministry at age 16. He was or 
dained to the Gospel Ministry at . 
East Lumberton Baptist Church 
in 1978 in Lumberton and sur 
rendered to God's call to preach 
the gospel in 1987. 

Through music, missions, 
pastoral ministry and evangelis 
tic preaching, Williams brings a 
collective 24 years of full-time 
Christian ministry. He has con 
ducted 200 revivals and led in 150 
missions of music events across 
12 states: Alaska, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Missouri), Mississippi, 
New York, North and South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Vir 
ginia and West Virginia; and in 
four foreign countries: Romania, 
Russia, Siberia and Ukraine. 
Williams is also a Southern Gos 
pel recording artist with Pack 
house Records in Greenville. 

The revival will feature 
nightly the church's sanctuary 

· choir and soloists. A nursery 
will be provided and will open at 
6:50 p.m. Cherry Grove Baptist 
Church is on Swamp Fox High 
way (Hwy. 905) between Tabor 
City and Fair Bluff. Rev. 
Maurice Gilliam is interim pas 
tor and Rev. Fred Lewis is min 
ister of music. The public is in 
vited to attend. 
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Prosecutor: Churches Need 
To Be Involved In Politics 

By THOM H. BILLINGTON · 

United States Attorney Samuel F. 
Currin of Raleigh says voters must 
look beyond the promises of a 
candidate if they are to elect honest 
politicians. "Just because a can 
didate puts he's a Christian in his 
brochure," that doesn't necessarily 
means he is one, the prosecutor for 
eastern North Carolina said. 
Currin made. his remarks late 

Monday in a meeting with the pastor 
and 24 members of Cherry Grove 
Baptist Church. Currin and the 
pastor, the Rev. Melvin Boone, serve 
on a State Baptist Convention 
committee and Boone had invited the 
prosecutor here six months ago. 
Using Romans 13:1-5 as the basis 

for his talk, Currin said "government 
is accountable to God and those who 
hold the reigns of government are 
accountable to God. That is a bedrock 

·principle we must reaffirm today. 
"I'm convinced we will never be 

able to meet .this nation's crime 
problem until we . . . reaffirm some 
age-old principles that right and 
wrong do matter." 
Voluntary compliance with the 

law, he added, "is absolutely critical 
1tQ American society." · . 

Currin lamented the trends toward 
"T'rn okay, you're okay' mind-set." 
Raul's letter to the Romans implies 
that citizens should be involved in 
government "and lack of confidence 
ic, government is no reason to cop 
ont." 

The year 1984 "is probably a year 
of destiny," Currin added. Church 
people should take "an active role in 
the political process." 
Asked if he would encourage 

churches to conduct voter 
registration drives, Currin answered, 
"I would. Twenty million Christians 
are tin-registered. It would be an 
absolute tragedy for us to retreat into 
the four walls of our church." 
He noted that 10 Baptist churches 

in Columbus County claim 12,000 
members. "If the churches in a 
community will work together, you 
all could verv easily elect godly men 
to office. Pastors should lift up the 
best people and get them to run. 
There is every incentive in the world 
to elect the best people. 
"It's perfectly proper for the 

church to have a 'candidate's night.' 
Give them your views. By far, the 
largest and most pervasive 
organization in Columbus County is 
the Columbus County Baptist 
Association. We need men and 
women in office who are not there for 
personal gain or ego-trips or power. 
"We need to be ordained activists 

in government. It's time for us to 
come out of the steeple tower." 
"You're going to have opposition 

from office-holders, businessmen 
and others, but you're just going to 
have to look beyond that," Currin 
added. "Some of the finest people I 
know are in Columbus County. You 
ought to have a fine view of your 
selves." 

The News Reporter, Whiteville. North Carolina, Thursday, April 19. 1984-9 

Currin, a Republican, said he 
accepted Boone's invitation to talk 
about responsible citizenship. He was 
in charge of the ColCor prosecutions, 
here which resulted in the conviction 
of about 30 persons, including four 
prominent office-holders. Two of the 
defendants claimed Cherry Grove 
Baptist as their home church. 
He said ColCor received little 

support from the political structure 
here, but "I believe that's changing 
now. Perhaps we will never be 
welcomed with a hug and a kiss at 
Court House Square." 
Currin said he did not feel "like 

your local political structure is as 
interested in cleaning up the crime 
and the drugs as they should be.'' 

FEDERAL PROSECUTOR Samuel F. Cur 
rin, left, makes a point with membets of 
Cherry Grove Baptist Church as the pastor, 

the Rev. Merlin Boone, right, listens. Currin 
addressed members of the church late Mon 
day. (Staff photo) 



but it is assumed their goal 
was reached. 
It was quite a day. 
Out - of - town guests for the 

day or weekend were: Dr. 
Aubrey Williamson of 
Baltimore, Md., and Mrs. 
A.J. Fairfax, sons of 
Thomasville. (Belle 
McNeill). · 

Cherry Grove Baptists Observe Harvest Day ___ ... 
Cherry Grove Baptist 

Church did it again, Satur 
day, October 9, when they 
observed Harvest Day at the 
church. After the storms on 
Friday night, the weather 
man sent a beautiful day on 
Saturday. It was estimated 
that about 300 attended the 
dinner and auction. 
There was the most 

fabulous diner imagineable, 
served in the Educational 
Building. The week's weather 
reports had been un 
predictable, so the routine 
was changed from the outside 
to the inside of the buildings. 
The long tables were 

crowded with delicious food; 
baked ham, chicken baked, 
fried, with pastry or rice, 
barbecue, roast beef and 
casseroles, a variety of 
vegetables, salads, and 
delicious cakes and pies for 
desserts, coffee and colas to 
drink. 
After the 300 or so hungry 

appetites had been appeased, 
there began the rush for the 
auction sale, with Stevie Ray 
as master of ceremonies. 
Tables lined one end and half 
of two· sides of the room 
where articles for sale were 
on display. Bushel baskets of 
potatoes and farm tools were 
placed on the floor. 
It was amazing the number 

of beautiful handmade ar 
ticles that were on display. 
Quilts brought up to $250, 
crocheted afghans up to $150, 

crocheted capes bid in at $45, 
a wooden stool for $80, a bag 
of pomegrantes, $50, lovely 
blouses at $45, flower 
arrangements from $20 to 
$90, and a large Smokey the 
Bear stuffed toy went for 
$221.00. 
Can you imagine a pair of 

shrub clippers for $60, or a 
ordinary metal pail for $30? 
Aes, hoes, shovels, brooms, 
hammers and various other 
tools were available. Live 
pigs, weighing 60 pounds 
each, brought $130 and a 
pickup load of corn $225. 12 
jars of jelly sold for $75. One 
bidder paid $100 for a 6-pound 

canned ham. He remarked 
that he could only "srriell it 
occasionally, at that price". 
This could go on and on, but 

if you have never attended a 
Cherry Grove Harvest Day 
Auction, you have missed a 
rewarding outing. 
There was plenty of food to 

put everyone in a receptive 
mood, and the bidding was 
brisk and competitive, and at 
the same time the church was 
helped to reach their goal, 
this year, $10.00 for some far. - 
reaching projects for the 
church and community, 
The total amount realized 

has not yet been tabulated, 

~a-rrenttm"~rrentrecorcl 
Warsaw-Faison News 
Waynesville Mountaineer 
Weldon: Roanoke News 
Wendell: Gold Leaf Farmer 
W. Jefferson: Skyland Post 
Whitevil 
Williamston: Enterprise 
Wilmington: Journal 
Windsor: Bertie Ledger-Advance 
Yadkinville: Yadkin Ripple 
Yanceyville: Caswell Messenger 
Zebulon Record * ·~"*""*'"'*~~····• * * *· *' 
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~4,v. Royce Williams 

Cherry Grove 
Baptist revival 
March25-29 

The ..Q_herry Grove Baptist 
~Ill host its spring re 
vival Sunday, March 25 through 
Wednesday, March 28. The first 
service will be during the Sun 
day morning "worship hour at 
10:50 a.m. The remaining serv 
ices will begin at 7:30 p.m, Sun 
day evening through Wednesday 
evening. 

The guest evangelists for the 
week will be Rev. Royce E. Wil 
liams, a native of Rocky Mount, 
is founder and President of Misi 
sions Evangelism Ministries. 
MEM is a non-profit organiza 
tion formed in 19!H, based in 
Rocky Mount, and is dedicated to 
evangelistic preaching and sing 
ing, both at home and abroad. 
Through revivals, evangelistic 
crusades and gospel concerts, 
MEM seeks the.salvation of souls 
and the edification of the church. 

Williams holds a BS degree 
from Campbell College (now 
University) in Buies Creek, and 
a Master of Divinity from South 
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Memphis, Tenn. 

Through 'music, missions, 
pastoral ministry and evangelis 
tic preaching, Williams brings a 
collective 24 years of full-time 
Christian ministry. He has con 
ducted 200 revivals and led 150 
missions of music events across 
12 states. Williams is· also a 
Southern Gospel recording artist 
with Packhouse Records in 
Greenville. 

The revival will feature the 
church's sanctuary choir and so 
loists. A nursery will be pro 
vided and will open at 6:50 p.m. 

Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
is on Swamp Fox Highway (Hwy. 
905) between Tabor City and Fair 
Bluff. Rev. Maurice Gilliam is 
interim pastor and Rev. Fred 
Lewis is minister of music. 
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Hall behindthe pulpit 
Dr. Philip Hall has recently been 

calledto fulfill the pastoral respon 
sibilities at Cherry Grove Baptist 
Church. 

Hall and his wife, Janith, from 
New Bern have four children: one 
is in elementary school, one in 
High School, one in college and 
one married with two children. He 
is a former Education Director of 
Calvary Baptist Church in West 
Virginia and has pastored 
churches in Virginia, West Vir 
ginia and most recently, the Cross 
roads Baptist Church in New Bern. 

Hall's service at Cherry Grove 
Baptist Church officially began 
June 1. An installation ceremony 
will be held for Hall during July. 

"The priority and main thrust 
of my ministry is bringing the 
WordofGodtopeopleina way that 
they can apply to their everyday 
life," Hall says. 

Obtaining a Bachelor's Degree 
in Business Administration from 
Glenville State College, Hall com 
pleted his Masters and Doctorate 
Degrees from Luther Rice Bible 
Institute and Seminary. He has had 
additional training in educational 
ministries, church programming, 
grief ministries, and church con 
flict management. Prior to going 
into the ministry, Hall served in 
the United States Air Force Aero 
space Audio Visual Service. He 
also had owned and operated a re 
tail business. 

Other denominational activi 
ties in which Hall has served in 
clude: member of the West Vir 
ginia Baptist Convention Execu 
tive Board, Chairman of the West 
Virginia Baptist Convention Reli 
gious Education Committee, Presi 
dent of the East River Baptist Pas 
tors Association and President of 
the Atlantic Baptist Association 
Ministers Association. 

Hall's special interests and hob 
bies include computers, graphic 
design, photography and choir. He 

also has an exceptional interest 
and knowledge of sound systems 
and lighting. Hall says his minis 
try skills include preaching, Bible 
teaching, counseling, pastoral 

"The worship experience is a 
high priority," he says. "I very 
carefully plan services so that they 
will hold interest, involve the wor 
shipers, and allow God to move in 

Dr. Philip Hall and wife, Janith 

care, conflict/crisis resolution, 
missions, family ministry, evan 
gelism and outreach as some of his 
top interests and strengths. 

hearts aswe worship. Along with 
this God has given me the ability 
to be an effective administrator of 
church programs." - 
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Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
This week our series on churches in western Columbus County 

focuses on Cherry Grove, the early community and its church. 
The Cherry Grove community is located in the southwestern section 

of Cerro Gordo Township. Among its early settlers were the Worleys, 
Stricklands, Colemans, Buffkins, Williamsons, Edwards and Stallings. 

A Baptist church was established at (;:herry Grove in 1810 by Bethel 
Buffkin. Its first pastor was Rev. Tart. Since the church was built in a 
grove of cherry trees, the name Cherry Grove was given to the new 
church and to the settlement. 

The church was a long, straight structure built of logs. Its four doors 
were designated as follows: one for the pastor, one for the men, one for 
the women and one for the slaves. The building stood where the old 
cemetery is now located. There were no musical instruments: only 
tuning forks were used. Bethel Buffkin served as the first 
superintendent of the church. 

Another church, a frame structure, was built in 1860 by Ebb and 
Brazil Strickland. Whipsaws were used to cut the lumber. A.M. Worley 
was the superintendent until 1889. In 1922 this church was moved 
across the road. It was remodeled in 1948. 

At one time there was a post office in Cherry Grove. Among the 
postmasters were Bill Strickland and Harley Godwin. Benjamin H. 
Buffkin drove the mail from Lumberton to Green Sea, S.C. He usually . 
changed horses in Cherry Grove. People had to walk over rugged roads 
twice a week to get their mail. The pick-up point was located where 
the pastor's. home now stands. 

Bill Strickland was magistrate for Cherry Grove. Some of the 
lawyers who came to the community on court days were Robert 
Schulken, Manly Toon, and Donald McRackan. After the death of Bill 
Strickland, Bud Anderson became magistrate. Coy Worley served as a 
justice of the peace. 

Spencer Richardson was known throughout the Cherry Grove and 
Fair Bluff sections for his fine beef, which he sold door-to-door. He 
usually displayed the beef on pine and sweet gum branches. 

Some of the local men worked in the lumber and turpentine 
businesses. Timber was floated down streams to the Lumber River. A 
tram track was built, starting on Short Strickland's property and running 
throughout the community. 

Austin Strickland ground meal and grits for the neighbors in his mill 
houses. The mill ponds were also used by churches for baptizing. 

Among the local crops were corn, rice, cotton and tobacco. The first 
tobacco in the Cherry Grove section was grown on the A.M. Worley 
farm. Ed Ring came to Cherry Grove from Georgia and taught the 
Worleys how to plant and cure tobacco. The tobacco was cured in log 
barns and strung on sticks with nails. 

Geese were raised to keep the grass out of cotton; their feathers 
were used for making mattresses. Sheep's wool was spun and made 
into blankets. The women played an important part by weaving, 
quilting and husking corn. 



Cherry Grove Baptist revivalpjc; 
features evangelist McFadden 
~kngelist Larry M~Fadden ment". . 
leads revival services at Cherry He has also written several 
Grove Baptist Church starting books including "What To Do 
Sunday. · WhenTheBottomFallsOut", "Was 

Revival services begin at 10:50 Jesus God?", and "Hope Spiritual 
a.m. Sunday and 7.:30 p.m. Sunday Growth Series". 
through Wednesday. A nursery· McFadden says his purpose is 
will be available. "to be an ambassador and servant 

Pastor Dr. Phillip Hall and of Jesus Christ. I want my minis 
church members invite all to take try to glorify the Savior in every 
part. The church is located on the way. My ministry in music is to 
SwampFoxHighway(NC904)mid- bless the people and prepare their 
way between Tabor City and Fair hearts for the gospel." 
Bluff. 

Known throughout the Caroli 
nas for his evangelistic ministry 
and as the music director for Jim 
Wilson Crusades, McFadden has 
led more than 450 crusades and 
revivals in the United States, In 
dia, Australia, Africa, the Baha 
mas, Puerto Rico, and Brazil. 

As a composer and arranger, 
McFadden produced two music 
collections: "Speak the Name 
Jesus", and "Speak the Name Jesus 
Vol. 2". He has also produced a 
recording, "Longing For The Mo- 
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Christmas drama 
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·Drive-thru drama Residents from around the county are enjoying the live nativity sponsored ov Cherr Grove Baptist Church. 
"Unto Us. A Child Is Born" will be performed nightly through Thursday from 7-9 o.rn. every r and half-hour. 
The drama can be viewed from vehicles or while standing. The church is located on Swamp Fox Highway 

between Tabor City and Fair Bluff. For information. call 649-7910. 
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'It's Christmas' corning 
to Cherry Grove Baptist 
If you have driven along rural 

highway 904 between Fair Bluff 
and Tabor City, in the picturesque 
community of Cherry Grove, you 
have probably noticed that Christ 
mas has been in the air since Au 
gust. Cherry Grove Baptist 
Church's 40 member combined 
Sanctuary, Youth and Children's 
Choirs will present in concert 
their first ever musical, an early 
20th Century drama that will take 
the audience ona journey from a 
traditional Christmas gathering 
to the nativity. Changing direction 
from past years of performing sea 
sonal cantatas to combining all 
choirs into producing a huge mu 
sical extravaganza entitled "It's 
Christmas" has motivated the en 
tire church to get involved in the 
production, which will run the 
two evenings of Saturday and 
Sunday, Dec. 8th and 9th at 6:30 
p.m. The choirs are under the di 
rection of Fred Lewis, minister of 
music and Tina Worley, children's 
choir director. Theatrical direc 
tors for the show are B.J. Edge, 
Lori Gelezinsky and Lynn Strick 
land. 

Period costumes from the early 
20th century have been researched 
and designed by Tina· Worley, 
Lynn Strickland and Nanette 
Strickland and sewn by seam 
stresses throughout the commu 
nity. The elaborate set ofa turn-of 
the-century home and nativity 
scene which will appear before the 
audiences eyes is designed by 
Kelly Jones and constructed by 
the Baptist Men's Organization .. 
Jones, who is not only serving as 
set designer, but he is also light 
ing director for the show. BennY 

Edge is the sound technician for 
the production. Hair and make-up 
for the cast is coordinated by 
Karrisa Edwards, Amiee Haynes 
and Amy Worley. 

Soloists for the production are 
Stacey Graham, Trey Lewis, 
Debbie Lovett, Jonathan Lovett, 
Tiffany Ransom, Boyd Worley and 
Tina Worley. Other choir and cast 
members are Nanette Strickland, 
Gay Strickland, Gwen Strickland, 
Wanda Strickland, Lucille Strick 
land, Anna Williamson, Marie 
Faulk, Cyndi Lewis, Tonyua Her 
ring, Deborah Suttles, Dan Strick 
land, Richard Williamson, Mark 
Lovett, Charles Ray Worley, Ron 
Herring, Sonnie Graham, Wayne 
Hayes, Jody Nance, Jerome Ward, 
and James Strickland. 

Also, youth and children choir 
and cast members in the show are 
Colby Strickland, Carey Strick 
land, Clay Strickland, Elizabeth 
Strickland, Amanda Strickland, 
Megan Strickland, Haylie Batten, 
Savanna Strickland, Kayla 
Worley, Jenna Strickland, Arron 
Herring, Tiffany Tedder, Olivia 
Strickland, Alex Herring, Zac 
Lovett, Walt Strickland, and 
Ethan Worley. 

Dr. Doyle Holder, pastor and 
the congregation invite the public 
to attend this Christmas musical 
celebration. To guarantee seating, 
complimentary tickets are being 
issued. 'I'ickets can be reserved by 
calling Ann Fairfax at 649-7293, 
Lee Holder at 649-7307 or Lou 
Lovett at 653-3800. Come join the 
Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
combined choirs, casts, and solo 
ists proclaim "It's Christmas." 

Staff Photo by Bob Morgan 

The Cherry Grove Baptist Church will present an early 20th cen 
tury Christmas spectacular "It's Christmas" to the public on Sat 
urday and Sunday, Dec. 8 and 9 at 6:30 p.m. featuring the 40 
member'combined sanctuary, youth and children's choirs. Pe 
riod costumes from early 20th century America will illuminate 
the stage as church members take you on ojoumsy from a 
traditional Christmas gathering to the nativity. To be guaran 
teed a seat, complimentary tickets are being issued. Please re 
serve your tickets by calling Ann Fairfax at 649: 7293, or Lou 
Lovett at 653-3800. 

Christmas and holiday events 
Friday, Nov. 30 

Whiteville City Schools Administration, 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
County Extension Christmas Bazaar, WHS Chorale 

Sunday, Dec. 2 
Whiteville First Baptist Church, 7 p. m. 

Hanging of the Greens 

Tuesday, Dec. 4 
Acme-Delco Middle School, 7 p.m. 

Christmas Concert and Exhibition with band, chorus and art 

Thursday, Dec. 6 
Hallsboro Middle School, 7 p.m. 

Christmas Concert and Exhibition with band, chorus and art 
Williams Township School, 7 p. m. 

:;hristmas 'Concert and Exhibition with band, chorus and art from 
Guideway, Old Dock and Williams Township schools 

Tuesday, Dec. 11 
Chadbourn Middle School; 7 p.m. 

Christmas Concert with band and chorus 
Thursday, Dec. 13 

West Columbus High School, 7 p. m. 
Christmas Concert and Exhibition with band, chorus, 

dance, theater and art 
South Columbus High School, 7 p.m. 
Winter Concert with band and chorus 
Tabor City Middle School, 7 p.m. 

Christmas Concert with band and chorus 
Monday, Dec. 17 

East Columbus High School, 7 p.m. 
Winter Concert and Ex;hibition with band and chorus 
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The Cherry Grove Baptist Church will present an early 20th cen 
tury Christmasspectacular"lt's Christmas" to the public on Sat 
urday and Sunday, Dec. 8 and 9 at 6:30 p.m. f~aturing the 40 
member combined sanctuary, youth and children's choirs. Pe 
riod costumes from early 20th century America will illuminate 

the stage as church rnemben take you on a journey from a 
traditional Christmas gathering to the nativity. To be guaran 
teed a seat, complimentary tickets are being issued. Please 
reserve your tickets by callin~Ann Fairfax at 649-7293, or Lou 
Lovett at 653-3800. ) 

'It's Christmas' coming 
to Cherry Grove Baptist 

If you have driven along rural highway 904 between Fair Bluff 
and Tabor City, in the picturesque community of Cherry Grove, 
you have probably noticed that Christmas has been in the air since 
August. Cherry Grove Baptist Church's 40 member combined Sanc 
tuary, Youth and Children's Choirs will present in concert their 
first evermusical, an early 20th Century drama that will take the 
audience on a journey from a traditional Christmas gathering to 
the nativity: Changing direction from past years of performing 
seasonal cantatas to combining all choirs into producing a huge 
musical extravaganza entitled "It's Christmas" has motivated the 
entire church to get involved in the production, which will run the 
two evenings of Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 8th and 9th at 6:30 p.m. 
The choirs are under the direction of Fred Lewis, minister of music 
and Tina Worley, children's choir director. Theatrical directors for 
the show are B.J. Edge, Lori Gelezinsky and Lynn Strickland. 

Period costumes from the early 20th century have been re 
searched and designed by Tina Worley, Lynn Strickland and Nanette 
Strickland and sewn by seamstresses throughout the community. 
The elaborate set of a turn-of-the-century home and nativity scene 
which will appear before the audiences eyes is designed by Kelly 
Jones and constructed by the Baptist Men's Organization. Jones, 
who is not only serving as set designer, but he is also lighting 
director for the show. Benny Edge is the sound technician for the 
production. Hair and make-up for the cast is coordinated by Karrisa 
Edwards, Amiee Haynes and Amy Worley. 

Soloists for the production are Stacey Graham, Trey Lewis, 
Debbie Lovett, Jonathan Lovett, Tiffany Ransom, Boyd Worley and 
Tina Worley. Other choir and cast members are Nanette Strick 
land, Gay Strickland, Gwen Strickland, Wanda Strickland, Lucille 
Strickland, Anna Williamson, Marie Faulk, Cyndi Lewis, Tonyua 
Herring, Deborah Suttles, Dan Strickland, Richard Williamson, 
Mark Lovett, Charles Ray Worley, Ron Herring, Sonnie Graham, 
Wayne Hayes, Jody Nance, Jerome Ward, and James Strickland. 

Also, youth and children choir and cast members in the show are . . . . 
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'It's Christmas' at Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
Christmas, atleast its spirit, will 

be celebrated in three perfor 
mances of the musical extrava 
ganza "It's Christmas" beginning 
this weekend at Cherry Grove Bap 
tist Churcb. 

Performances are set for 6:30 
p.m. this Saturday and Sunday, Land at 7 p.m. Monday, all in the 
church sanctuary, located in the 
pictm;esque community of Cherry 

Grove, midway between Tabor 
City and Fair Bluff on NC 904. De 
mand for tickets forced the third 
performance. 

Organizers of this major musi 
cal event worried that some who 
wished to attend might be turned 
away at the door. To prevent that, 
complimentary tickets are avail 
able for each performance. To re 
serve tickets call Ann Fairfax at 

649-7293, Lee Holder at 649-7307 or 
Lou Lovett at 653-3800 .. 

Members of the Cherry Grove 
Baptist 40 member combined Sanc 
tuary, Youth and Children's 
Choirs have come together for 
their first musical. It's an early 
20th Century drama that will take 
the audience on a journey from a 
traditional Christmas gathering to 
the nativity. 

Changing direction from past 
years of performing seasonal can 
tatas to combining all choirs into 
producing a large musical has 
motivated the entire church to get 
involved in the production, orga 
nizers say. Minister of Music Fred 
Lewis and Children's Choir Direc 
tor Tina Worley direct the perfor 
mance. Theatrical directors are 
B.J. Edge, Lori Gelezinsky and 
Lynn Strickland. 

Period costumes from the early 
twentieth century have been re 
searched and designed by Tina 
Worley, Lynn Strickland and 
Nanette Strickland and sewn by 
seamstresses throughout the com 
munity, Theelaboratesetofa turn 
of-the-century home and nativity 
scene is designed by Kelly Jones 
and constructed by the Baptist 
Men's Organization. 
Jones, serving as set designer, 

is also lighting director for the 
show. Benny Edge is the sound 
technician for the production. Hair 
and make-up for the cast is coordi- 

nated by Karrisa Edwards, Amiee 
Haynes and Amy Worley. 

Soloists include Stacey Graham, 
Trey Lewis, Debbie Lovett, 
Jonathan Lovett, Tiffany Ransom, 
Boyd Worley and Tina Worley. 
Other choir and cast members are 
Nanette Strickland, Gay Strickland, 
Gwen Strickland, Wanda 
Strickland, Lucille Strickland, 
Anna Williamson, Marie Faulk, 
Cyndi Lewis, Tonyua Herring, 
Deborah Suttles, Dan Strickland, 
Richard Williamson, Mark Lovett, 
Charles Ray Worley, Ron Herring, 
Sonnie Graham, Wayne Hayes, 

Jody Nance, Jerome Ward and 
James Strickland. 

Youth and children choir and 
cast members are Colby Strickland, 
Carey Strickland, Clay Strickland, 
Elizabeth Strickland, Amanda 
Strickland, Megan Strickland, 
Hay lie Batten, Savanna Strickland, 
Kayla Worley, Jenna Strickland, 
Arron Herring, Tiffany Tedder, 
Olivia Strickland, Alex Herring, Zac 
Lovett, Walt Strickland and Ethan 
Worley. 
Dr. Doyle Holder, pastor, and 

congregation invite all to take 
part. - 
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Workers are putting the \inishing touches inside the Cherry Grove Ba12t}st 
Fellowship Center. ..) ' FRONi PAGE 

Dinner theater to dedicate 
new church Fellowship Center 

Story & Photos Adedicationceremonywillbepart 
By DEUCE NIVEN· of the dinner theater and patriotic 

show, Strickland said. Cast members 
will include members of the preschool, 
children, and adult choirs. Individual 
and group acts from the church and 
community will also be featured. 

Church youth, college and career 
students will serve as waiters. 

Thenewstructurereplacesamuch 
smaller fellowship hall located across 
NC 904 from the Cherry Grove com 
munity church. Activities there have 
been cramped for years, and there 
were worries about church members 
- especially children - crossing· the 
busy highway, Strickland said. 

(Continued on a e 3 .. __ 

Better than half a million dollars 
has been invested in the new Fellow 
ship Center at Cherry Grove Baptist 
Church, and a patriotic celebration 
on July 13 will formally introduce the 
finished product to members and the 
community. 

Church members had first dibs on 
ticketsforthe6p.m. "America-Land 
that I Love" dinner theater, and with 
only 240 seats available the remain 
ingtickets were made available to the 
public Monday and have already been 
snatched up, said Building Commit 
tee chair Dan Strickland. 



Fellowship Center __ -,---_<_co_n_tin_u_ed_f_ro_m_pa~g_e 1_) _ 

Three years in the planning and 
construction, the new 6,600 square 
foot Fellowship Center has seat 
ing for up to 250 for meals, 350 for 
auditorium style seating. 

Stage productions will be en 
hanced with state of the art light 
ing and sound centered on the large 
auditorium style stage. There is 
plenty of storage room, a commer 
cial kitchen with pantry, 
restrooms with parlor for the la 
dies. 

Tennis and volleyball courts, 
displaced by the new building, 
have been moved back and will be 
back in use soon, Strickland said. 
A new children's playground on 
the property has been furnished 
through efforts of the young 
couple's class. 

Additional parking lots and 
outdoor lighting was part of the 
project, with a covered drive 
through _rear entrance. The new 
structure is connected to the 
present education building. 

S&G Builders, Inc. of Green Sea 
is constructing the building, with 
final work and paving scheduled 
for completion before the July 13 
dedication. 

Fellowship Center Building 
Committee members include 

Strickland, Ron Herring, Charles 
Worley, Sonny Graham, Phyllis 
Coleman, Debbie Lovett, and B. J. 
Edge. Dr. Holder serves as an ex 
officio member. 

Sunday School classes are pre 
vided for nursery, preschool, chil 
dren, youth, college and career, 
and adults. 

Choirs for preschool, children, 

youth and adults are active with 
special programs throughout the 
year. 

Mission organizations include 
the WMU, BYW, Brotherhood, 
Acteens, GA's, Mission Fiends, 
RA's. 

Ice is ready, and used by contractors in the Cherry Grove Baptist 
Fellowship Center kitchen. 

About Cherry Grove Baptist 
Dr. Doyle Holder is pastor of the 

church, which has a membership 
ofabout35, average Sunday School 
attendance of nearly 130, and aver 
age worship attendance of about 
140. I 
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Cherry Grove Baptist to dedicate new 
$550,000 fellowship center July 13 
By BOB MORGAN 750K3 

Cbfrry Grove Baptist Chm:ch 
on Hwy. 904 between Fair Bluff 
and Tabor City will celebrate the 
opening of its new fellowship 
center on Sunday, July 13 at 6 
p.m. The celebration will consist 
of a dinner theatre "America 
Land that I Love" with a dedica 
tion ceremony and patriotic 
'show, Cast members for the 
show will be members of the pre 
school, childrens, and adult 
choirs plus individual and group 
acts from the church and com 
munity. Complimentary tickets 
for former church members, 
friends and family of current 
church members may be ob 
tained from Lee Holder at 649- 
7307, Ann Fairfax at 649-7293 or 
Lou Lovett at 653-3800. Only 240 
seats are available for the pro 
gram. 

The new fellowship center 
was three years in planning with 
a budget of $550,000. The fellow 
ship center has an estimated 
floor space of 6,600 sq. ft. with 
seating for 250 for meals or 350 
for auditorium style seating. The 
ultra-modern center has a stage 
for productions with state of the 
art lighting and sound, storage 
room, a commercial kitchen 
with pantry, restrooms with par 
lor for ladies, new children's 
playground (furnished and as 
sembled by the young couples 
class), new additional parking 
lots and outdoor lighting, cov 
ered drive-through back en 
trance, and it is connected to the 
present education building. 

Pastor, Dr. Doyle Holder ex 
tends congratulations to the Fel- 
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• (Stoff photo by Bob MOfgon) Dan Strickland, a member of the Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
Building Committee, is shown in their new fellowship center. 
The project will be completed and ready for dedication on Sunday, July 13. 

Edge, and Dr. Holder (ex-officio). 
Contractor was S&G Builders, 
Inc. of Green Sea, S.C. 

Cherry Grove Baptist is a 
growfog church with a member 
ship of approximately 350. They 
have an active average Sunday 
school attendance of 120-130 and 

bers. They include Sunday 
school: Class for adults (singles 
and adults), College and Career, 
Youth, Children, Preschool and 
nursery. 

Mission Organizations: WMU, 
BYW, Brotherhood, Acteens, 
G~'s, Mission Friends, RA's. 

Music Department: Choirs for 
preschool, children, youth and 
adult. 

lowship Center Building Com 
mittee: Dan Strickland 
chairman, Ron Herring, Charles 
Worley, Sonny Graham, Phyllis 
Coleman, Debbie Lovett, and BJ. 
active average worship atten 
dance ofl30-140. 

The church has a wide range 
of programs to offer its mem- 

. "' 



Cherry Grove Ba~ Church, located approximately 9 miles South of Fair Bluff along Highway 904 has undergone many changes 
in its colorful 193 years of history. The above photo was taken in 1985 during its 175th anniversary. During the 1990s a large front 
porch with columns was erected. The steeple was also replaced. This renovation was done while Dr. Tony Fulbright was pastor. The 
church has a history of documenting its special events. (See photos on page 2 dating back to t"te. y·3m 1860. The church was 
founded in 1810.) 

Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
'A Living History Since 1810' 
By BOB MORGAN highlighted by their annual 

"Harvest Day" auction. It was 
preceeded by a covered dish din 
ner at 12 noon. Throughout the 
past several years folks have 
traveled to the area to see the 
living nativity scene put on by 
members of the congregation 
each year in December. 

As they make Plans to cel 
ebrate their 200th anniversary 
in 2010 the following historical 
information will give readers a 
chance to look back and reflect 
on the past and look forward to 
the future. 

The history of Cherry Grove 
Baptist Church is as colorful as 
the pioneers who established it 
in 1810. 

The church is almost as old as 
Columbus County and in 2010 
will celebrate its 200th anniver 
sary. The present-day congrega 
tion keeps their ancestral heri 
tage alive and well through a 
recorded history of past events 
and documentation of faithful 
servants who pastored the 
church throughout the years. 

In 1985, the church celebrated 
its 175th anniversary which was Continued on page 2 
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The second church building of Cherry Grove Baptists, circa 1860 

Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
Historical Review of 193 Years 

\

1950 Membership during dedication of sanctaury, completed in 1948 

Cherry Grove history ers recall those Saturday confer- back for a second term in 1922 
Continued from page 1 ences. I~ those .days they always and served until 1928. During 

had an tntermission of 15 mm- this time, the church member 
utes to relax. Sund'.lys were re- ship was growing and more 
served for the worship hour. space was needed. A new church 

'r:hrough the years .from 1810 was built in 1924. It was also a 
until 1.887 the supermtenden~s frame structure, painted white, 
and officers names are not avail- in the present location The old 
abl~. Som~ o~ the pastors serving church was sold to· Spencer 
durmg this time we~e Rev. Zade Richardson and moved to prop 
Bullock, R.ev. D.W. Hill, who ~lso erty of OW. Williamson. That 
was supermtendent of education, ground was used for a cemetery. 
Rev. George Harrelson, Rev. 
Moses Pridgen, and Rev. Down. The first organ was purchased in 

As soon as settlers had estab- 1917. 
lished homes and improved their Among other pastors who 
surroundings, they built another served in the Cherry Grove Bap 
church in 1860. This church was tist Church were Rev. Marlowe, 
built of wood frame by Ebb and 1920; Rev. AP. Stevens, 1921; and 
Brazil Strickland. They went Rev. W.J. Ingram, 1929. 
into the woods and cut only the In 1939, Rev. C.B. Horne was 
best timber. They used what was called and served until 1937. Dur 
known as whip saws to cut the ing his ministry the church grew 
trees. Then a frame as made and and the attendance increased. He 
the logs were placed in the was part time pastor, serving 
frame. Four men held the frame twice a month and at regular 
while the boards were hewn out. conference on Saturday after- 

In the year of 1882, Rev. Neil noons. 
Stanley was called to pastor Rev. W.C. Wescott served as 
where he served 23 years. A.M. pastor from 1938-39. Then Rev. 
Worley as superintendent of C.B. Horne was again called and 
Sunday school until 1889 and El- served one year. In 1941. Rev. 
isha Coleman was clerk. Other Paul Britt was called and served 
officers are not known. In 1890 until 1943. He was a man who en 
William Strickland was clerk joyed singing and one of his fa 
and Daniel Strickland was su- vorite songs was "Working for a 
perintendent. Beautiful Golden Crown." In the 

In 1915, Rev. Willie Coleman latter part of 1943, his son Rev. 
was called to be pastor and Rufus Britt was called to finish 
served util 1919.He was called his term. He was also called to 

Cherry Grove Baptist Church 
has a long and cherished history 
that needs to be reviewed from 
time to time. Such reflection will 
bring a greater appreciation for 
the many blessings that God has 
showered upon His people. 

From the days of the early 
pioneers who moved slowly for 
ward in their covered wagons to 
the new millennium with its jet 
set society, we are able to make 
many contrasts and compari 
sons. Although the early build 
ings were very different and 
means of transportation much 
slower, there is one thing that 
remains the same - that is the 
Holy Bible. This guidebook was 
found in almost every pioneer 
home just as it is now in the year 
2000. It is still the source from 
which we are taught the princi 
ples of life. It has been said that 
the Bible is "God's way of mak 
ing us well-prepared at every 
point, fully equipped to do good 
to everyone." 

Children were taught the 
principles of pioneer life and 
discipline was enforced. Obedi 
ence and respect for both parents 
and religion. were demanded. 
When the early pioneer Chris 
tian went to church, they went 
prepared to stay for at least two 
hours of preaching. Church on 
Sunday was a very special occa 
sion. The pioneer preacher was 

. looked upon with great respect 
and reverence and was always a 
welcomed visitor in all homes 
under any circumstances. 
•The first Baptist church was 

established in the Cherry Grove 
community, south of Fair Bluff, 
North Carolina in 1810 by Bethel 
Buffkin. There was very little, if 
any, organized method of wor 
ship Rev. Tarte was the first pas 
tor. The building was built in a 
grove of cherry trees, by which 
the name was given. It was a long 
straight building of logs, with 
four doors, one each for the pas 
tor, men, women, and slaves. 
Bethel Buffkin also served as 
first superintendent. Other offi 
cers are not known. Since there 
were no pencils, goose quills 
were used for writing and ink 
was made of pokeberries. A few 
years later, more space was 

needed and a shed was built on 
the back of the church by Jack 
Strickland. 

There was no music and only 
books with words were used. The 
pastor read the verse and the 
congregation followed singing. 
This was called lining the 
hymns. Everybody loved to meet 
at God's house and sing and 
praise and hear God's word ex 
pounded. Saturday was given to 
a sermon and conference was 
conducted for attending to all 
church business. Many old tirn- 

In 1951 the .newly re~ovated sanctuary was dedicated. The building committee in charge of 
the renovation consisted of the following: first row (L-R) Rev. LL. Todd (former pastor) ow 
Williamson, Flake Mccallister, Fronis Strickland, Fred Lancaster, and Rev. R.C. Melton (p~st~r); 
second row (L-R) Alfred ~ancaster and Joseph Hayes; third row (L-R) Will Worley Gilford 
Edwards Sr. and Horace Strickland. ' 

pastor and resigned in the early 
part of 1944. 

In some of the church confer 
ences on Saturays, the deacons 
really saw to it that everything 
was in a spiritual order. It was 
not unusual for charges of fight 
ing, unchristian conduct, and 
drinking to be brought before 
the deacons. 

Rev. L.L. Todd was called in 
1944 and served until 1949. The 
present church was remodeled 
during his ministry in 1948. Mr. 
F.W. Lancaster, O.W. Williamson, 
Flake McAllister, and Fronis 
Strickland served on the build 
ing committee. The first piano 
was purchased in the early thir 
ties. It was later sold and a new 
one was bought in 1948. 

Rev. R.C. Melton was called in 
1950 and served until the first 
part of 1952. Then Rev. Mark 
Owens supplied the rest of the 
term. During Rev. Melton's pas 
torate, the Training Union was 
organized and the first Vacation 
Bible School was also held. 

Rev. John Blanchard was 
called in 1953 and served until 
1957. He resigned in January. 
Rev. Blanchard was a hard 
worker in the community and 
built up all the organizations. He 
was a busy may having to serve 
two churches. 

Rev. Floyd Enzor was called to 
supply until April 1957 at which 
time Rev. O.S. Long became pas- 

tor. During his pastorate, the 
church went to a full time pro 
gram and a new pastorium was 
built. The following Sunday 
school departments were estab- · 
lished: Nursery, Beginner, Pri 
mary, Junior and Intermediate 
combination and combination of 
Young People and Adults. The 
Brotherhood was organized dur 
ing his pastorate and they 
erected the bulletin board out 
side the church. 

Rev. Levonne Herring served 
as pastor from 1965-1969. Under 
his leadership, the church built 
an educational building for the 
purpose of furthering the Chris 
tian educational program of the 
church. 

In early 1970, Rev. Thomas H. 
Lambert was called as pastor. 
During his pastorate, the debt on 
the educational building as paid 
and the sanctuary was reno 
vated. In 1973, the Home Demon 
stration Building was deeded to 
the church. 

Rev. O.A. Anderson served as 
interim pastor in mid 1974 and 
again in late 1979. In February of 
1974, an organ was purchased for 
the church and the first church 
constitution was written. It was 
approved on April 21, 1974. Dur 
ing that summer, paved parking 
areas were completed. 

Rev. Claire Baker pastor from 

This is a view inside the sanctuary in 1947. The late Emma 
Richardson Stric land, wife of the late Fronis Strickland is 
seated on the left in the second row 
August 1974 until February 1979. 
During his first Christmas at 
Cherry Grove, he rote a play ti 
tled, "For Unto Us a Child is 
Born." Thus the original live Na 
tivity play as born at Cherry 
Grove Baptist Church. This pro 
duction, a sound and light ex 
travaganza, involved the entire 
community. Although a few 
things have been altered, the Na 
tivity remains a part of the leg 
acy of the church and commu 
nity. It is still performed every 
other year during the Christmas 
season. An activity bus was pur 
chased in 1975 and the fenced-in 
basketball court was built in 
1976. During the year between 
1977 and 1978, the nursery, the 
beginners' room, and the confer 
ence room were completely 
renovated and refurbished. '.fhe 
Church was carpeted in 1977, In 
1978, a large utility building was 
purchased and set up at the rear 
of the church's property. 

In early 1979, The Columbus 
Baptist Associational Mission- 
ary Rev. Walter Jones, served 
while the church was without a 
pastor. During that same year, 
Dr. Merlin L. Boone assumes the 
duties of pastor. Shortly after his 
arrival, an area of the educa 
tional building was converted 
into a church office. In January 
of 1980, the church began pub 
lishing a monthly newsletter 
called "The Cherry Branch." 
During this time, the activity 
building, formerly the Home 
Demonstration Club was remod 
eled. Restrooms were added on 
the north end of the building. 

From December 1984 until 
September 1985, Rev. Maurice 
Gilliam served as interim pastor. 
In October 1985, Rev. R.J. 
Hammond was called and served 
until July, 1986. On Friday, 
August 29, 1986, a steeple 
equipped with a sound system 
was placed on our church. 

Between 1986 and 1987, Rev. 
Millard Crumpler served as in 
terim pastor. In August, 1987, 
Rev. Gary Williams became our 
pastor and served until July, 

1989. Dr. McCormick served as 
interim until 1990 at which time 
Rev. Harold T. Smith became 
pastor. He served until 1991. 

Dr. Tony Fulbright became 
our pastor in 1992 and remained 
until 1997. During his pastorate, 
we remodeled the sanctuary and 
vestibule. A large front porch 
with columns was erected. The 
steeple was also replaced. The 
church office was relocated 
within the education building 
and new office equipment was 
purchased that included a com 
puter and copier. New choir 
robes were also purchased. It 
was upon the completion of these 
things that a special dedication 
service was held. Also during Dr. 
Fulbright's tenure, Rev. Fred 
Lewis was called as Minister of 
Music. Under Rev. Lewis's direc 
tion, the Sanctuary and Youth 
Choirs were continued with en 
hanced programs, a children's 
and preschool choir was began. 
Rev. Maurice Gilliam returned 
to serve as interim pastor again 
from 1997 to 1998. 

In June of 1998, Dr. Philip G. 
Hall became our pastor and 
served until June of 2000. At that 
time, Rev. Maurice Gilliam was 
called to serve his third interim 
until September 2001, at which 
time Dr. Doyle Holder was called 

to pastor a position he currently 
holds. 

A Fellowship Hall Committee 
was appointed in November of 
2000. Under their and Dr. 
Holder's leadership, the church 
approved the construction of a 
new Fellowship Hall which will 
adioin the present educational 

building and- seat 350 people. The 
Fellowship Hall will feature a 
state-of-the-art kitchen, vaulted 
.ceiling, and stage of dinner thea 
tre, programs and productions. 

Our thanks to Dan Strickland, 
Mrs. Frankie Strickland, Beasley 
and Bertha Mae Strickland for 
the historical informstjon. 


