
Cherry Springs Celebrates Quasquicentennial 
()..C// From Staff Reports from Virginia, a revival was held in one of its greatest revivals under Kisselburg was pastor. Three years 

Crooked Creek's Cherry Springs the Coxey home and the church was the preaching of Rev. W.W. Marr. later, in 1959, the church voted to 
Baptist Church has been recog:8 born, There were 41 additions to the purchase property for a new church 
-mzed for 6fa1thfll1fy ministering in The house of worship was offi- church by baptism that year. site. 
the name of Christ the Lord" for cially organized in 1870 with In 1920, under the leadership of 
more than 125 years. Reverend Will Wilkie as pastor. A Rev. C.P. Holland, church leaders 

The Baptist State Convention site was chosen near the head of and Sunday school teachers were 
praised the church last November Little Creek where members of the trained at Cherry Springs at a three 
and presented Cherry Springs with congregation erected a small slatted day institute sponsored by the 
a certificate honoring its 125th one-room building. There was a cool church. 
anniversary. spring in the basin of a rock near a Rev. F.L. Simmons served as 

Cherry Springs Baptist Church large wild Cherry tree, hence the pastor from 1922 until 1925. During 
came into existence due to the name Cherry Springs. this time, the third church building 
efforts and dedication of three men By 1895,membership had grown was completed. 
who reportedly "were the only three to include 51 members and it was By 1930, Cherry Springs was a 
Baptists in tne Crooked Creek decided that a new and larger build- charter member of the Blue Ridge 
Township." ing was needed. The first pastor of Association and membership had 

The men were Esquire John the new building was Rev. Marion grown to 125 people. 
Coxey, Arrison Moore and Joshua Whitesides. In 1956, a parsonage was con 
Keeter. A preacher was brought in In 1914 the church experienced structed while Rev. James 

JAN 26 ~6 

Church membership had grown 
to 268 by 1960 and the church prop 
erty was valued at $40,000. In 1966 
it approved plans for a new building 
with construction beginning in 
November 1967 under the leader 
ship of Rev. Paul Coyle. 

Dedication services were held on 
Oct. 20, 1968, and the church 
burned the mortgage in 197 4. 

Today the pastor is Rev. J. C .. 
Wilson and the congregation has 
356 members with the value of 
church property listed at $1 million. 
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(~~' ANNUAL THANKSGIVING 
SERVICE TO BE HELD AT 
CHERRY SPRINGS. BAPTIST 

The Old Fort Minis 
terial Association an 
nounces that the annual 
Community Thanksgiving 
Service will be held at 
the Cherry Springs Bap 
tist Church on Sunday, 
November 24th, at seven 
in the evening. 
~ial rrusic will l::e pco 

vided by the crerry Spr:irgs 
fuf:;Cist Church Pd.lit Onir. 
directed by Carolyn Ear 
ly, and by the Sugar 
ettes of Old Fort. Also 
included in the service 
will be the Reverend 
Bill Anderson of Siloam 
and First Presbyterian 
Churches as the or gan Ls t , 

Sharon Blanton of Cherry 
Springs Baptist Church 
will be playing the 
piano. Jim Suttles of 
Cherry Springs Baptist 
Church is the music dir 
ector for the program. 

The guest speaker for 
the service will be the 
Reverend Ronn McCracken, 
who is pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in 
Old Fort. 

The annual offering 
goes toward the commun 
ity ministry for the 
forthcoming year. 

The churches included 
in the Old Fort Minis 
terial Association are: service. 

Old Fort Wesleyan, Old 
Fort Presbyterian, Cat 
awba View Baptist,Cherry 
Springs Baptist, Siloam 
Presbyterian, Pharr's 
Chapel AME, Mt. Hebron 
Wesleyan, First Baptist 
of Old Fort, Ebenezer 
United Methodist and Old 
Fort United Methodist. 

The president of the 
association is the Rev 
erend Ron Rider of Mt. 
Hebron Wesleyan and the 
treasurer is the Rever 
end Ron Haithcock of Old 
Fort Wesleyan. 

Everyone is cordially 
invited to attend this 
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Cherry Springs Baptist 
Church in Old Fort will hold 
dedication services for its new 
fellowship hall Sunday. 

Cherry Springs 
Baptist Church 

Sets Dedication 

The $78,000 brick building 
contains · 5,600 square feet. 
Rayfield Construction Co. of 
Bessemer City was the con 
tractor. 

The all-day services begin 
with Sunday school at 9:45 
a.m., and the Rev. Timothy 
Lee, pastor, will deliver the 11 
a.m. message. The congrega 
tion and visitors then go to the 
fellowship hall where the Rev. 
Donald Wilson will assist in 
the dedication services. 

Dinner will be served follow 
ing the dedication, and Robert 
Lavender, chairman of the 
Building Committee, will de 
liver the afternoon message. 

Jim Suttles, music director of 
the church, will be in charge of 
the singing service, and all 
singers are invited to attend. 

The public is invited to take 
part in all the special services 
at the church. 

1 1ng on. 
Lincolnton: Lincoln Times-News 
Littleton Observer 
Louisburg: Franklin Times ~ 
Madison Messenger -J~ ~) 
Ma~enNews ~ . ~ 
Manteo: Coastland Times t'lj}! 
Marion: McDowell News \'" 

'1'V'larshall: News-Record 

FEB 11 1976 
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Wilkie First Past&~ 
Of Cherry Springs 
Baptist Church 
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From Staff Reports 
Three men are given credit for 

starting what has b.ecome Cherry 
rings Baptist Church. - 
squire o n Coxey, Arrison 

Moore and Joshua Keeter held a 
- revival in Coxey's home. Shortly 
thereafter Cherry Springs Church 
was organized in 1870 with Rev. 
Will Wilkie as pastor. 

A site for the building was 
located near the head of Little 
Creek where the group built a 
small slatted one-room building. 
There was a cool spring in the 
basin of a rock near a large wild 
cherry tree, so the church came to 
be called Cherry Springs. · 

Membership was 44 people in 
1886, but that number had more 
than doubled after a revival 
added 41 more members in 1914. 

While Rev. C.P. Hollifield 
served as pastor in 1920 the 
church began to build its third 
church building. The new building 
was first used on March 7, 1925, 
but it wasn't a joyous occasion for 
the congregation as they said 
goodbye to church leader D.L. 
Robertson at his funeral. 
~e membership of the church 

had grown to 125 by 1930. The 
church's property value was listed 
at $5,000. 

· In 1956, while Rev. James 
Kisselburg was pastor, the church 
body undertook ·construction of a 
parsonage and only a short time 
later began plans for a new church 
building. 

In Dec. 1959, the church voted 
to purchase the old Bartlett Place 
for a memorial cemetery and a 
church site. Church membership 
had increased to 268 by 1960. 

A contribution from the sale of 
C.E. Gilliam's pig began the 
building fund. Constriction began 
in November 1967. Dedication ser 
vices were held Oct. 20, 1968. The 
property was declared debt free in 
1974. 

A fellowship building and par 
sonage have been added since 
then. 

The current pastor of the 
church is Rev. J.C. Wilson. He 
began in March 1995 as an inter 
im pastor but took up the task in 
full in September. The presenj 
membership of the church is~ 
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