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Volunteers are helping 
to construct Charity 
Baptist Chur~ 
Brantley -Roact near 
Lake Fisher. 

e.- Team effort ~,v 
. _..) 

Volunteers help construct new church here 
Bricks and mortar, plywood, studs and 

nails: All are construction materials, but for 
a large group of laborers ~Y are what need 
ed to add a new building for the kingdom of 
God. 
Sixteen members of a building team from 

Ebenezer Baptist Church in Toccoa, Ga., and 
two volunteers from Alabama were in Kan 
napolis this week to help members of Charity 
Baptist Church wcrk their new Wilding on 
Brantley Road. · 
With the help of the team, members hope to 

be worshiping in the new bull~ by October. 
The assistance peovided here is the 14th 

annual mission trip for the adult team of the 
Ebenezer Church. Members use vacation 
time from their work to assist churches in 
building or remodeling. 
The team specializes in framing up build 

ings, but have done roofing, dry wall, plumb 
ing and electrical work. The Ebenezer church 

also has a yolth team and a senior adult 
team. · 
Team members are staying in homes of 

members of the Charity church. They provide 
their own food and transportatim. Jackson 
Park Baptist Church is providirg its gym for 
the team members to do their own cooking. 

One member said the team is just as inter 
ested in building fellowship with members of 
the church they visit as they are in building 
the physical plant They lead in worship ser 
vices at the chireh, if requested. 
The mission of the Ebenezer church began 

in 1980 with a trip to Waverly, N.Y. There are 
two other teams from the chirch, the youth 
team and senior adult team 
Members of the team include the pastor, 

Rev. Fred ~e; Don Pruitt, missions 
committee chairman and Gary Butts Jerry 
Stowe, Jerry and Christine Steele, Bobby and 

Jayne Weir, Savmda Medlin, Matt Stowe, 
Barbara Mize, Robbie Wood, Slirley 
LeMaster, Mike and Wanda Carpenter, con 
tractor and job fcreman, and Ernie and Syble 
Stokes of Alabama. cw 
Charity Baptist Church was crganized on\ 

Aug. 18. 1991 with53 people attending a gath 
enng ma bliiklirig at 16J.8..AS. Ridge Ave. 
Rev. R.J. Hanmond, paster, was in charge of 
the Sunday School and worSU.p service. An 
offering of $1,600 was received at the first 
meeting. At~ evening w<rship those atten 
ding named the church Charity Baptist. 
Fred Hines was named treasurer with Ruth 

Hancock as assistant. Grace Osborne was 
appointed secretary and Jo Carol Sloop was 
named assistant. On Aug. 25, ll!Jl A.B. 
Hammett, Bill Maris, Randy Wmecoff, Fred 
Hines, R.J. Smith, Billy Downs and Tommy 
Hallman were elected deacons. Ernie 
Morgan, Bruce Sloop and James Ballard 

were named trustees. Others named since as 
deacons are Gerald Kidd and Sammy Lewis. 
Present trustees are T .L. Wright, Bruce 
Sloop, DeweyHonbarrier and Hobert Yost. Jo 
Carol Sloop is church clerk and Grace 
Osborne is treasurer. 
On Feb. 26, lm, members voted to pur 

chase 10 acres of land on BranUey Road. On 
June 10, 199'l it was voted am accepted to go 
ahead withtbe building of a new church. The 
Cannon Foundatkn gave the cmgregation a 
donation of $5,000to be lpplied toward the 
new building. Membership presently totals 
250. 
The new building will be approximately 

14,000 square feet and will consist of a sanc 
tuary, Sunday Scmol rooms, a fellowship 
hall, church office and a pastor's study. Alter 
completiontbe building will be valued in ex 
cess of $1,000,000. 
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Top, from left, Jane Weir, Savonda 
Medlin and Christine Steele nail 
plywood subftooring to prefabricated 
Joists. Right, Bobl>y Weir checks 
where the next piece will go. 

John Pridmore takes a brief break Charity Baptist Church mes up off Brantley Road 
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The pastor of Charity 
Baptist Church, the 
Rev. R.J. Hammond, 
holds up a drawing 
of what the new 
church building will 
look like when com 
leted late this year or 
in the spring of next 
year. Right, a con· 
struction crew works 
on the new sanctuary 
for Charity Baptist 
Church in 
Kannapolis. From left 
are Mark Shealy, 
Mark Jordan, Tim 
Powers and Javier 
Rodriguez. 

Charity Baptist 
Church growth called 
.congregatlonal effort 
By SERENA HANELINE 
Religion Editor 

KANNAPOLIS - One Baptist church is 
embracing change and excited about growth. 

.Charity Baptist Church on Brantley Road in 
Kannapolis has grown from 52 members to about 
.~00 members in a 10-year span. 

The pastor, the Rev. R.J. Hammond, said the 
growth has come from the entire congregation who 
has taken it upon themselves to go out into the 
community and make converts. 
, "It's been a congregational effort instead of one 
committee," Hammond said. "The whole congre 
gation has become an outreach." 

Charity Baptist first began on Aug. 18, 1991, in 
.a rented metal building on South Ridge Avenue in 
Kannapolis. After a few years there the church had 
to go to three services to accommodate all the peo 
ple coming in. 
,v, Members built their present 14,000-square-foot 
building in 1993, which is located on 10 acres. 
Later the church bought 17 more acres surrounding 
Lake Fisher on which to build a new 25,000 
square-foot two-story building that will house a 

new sanctuary to hold up to 1,300 people and edu 
cational wings. 

In July the church held a note-burning ceremo 
ny, celebrating having paid for the present sanctu 
ary and the land. 

The construction on the new church has already 
begun beside the present building. Hammond said 
it will be finished either at the end of this year or 
in the spring of next year. 

The money for the new church is corning partly 
from banks and partly from faith pledges. 

"The majority of the congregation is giving 
faith pledges that go beyond their tithes for the 
next three years (to help pay for the building)," 
Hammond said. 

Along with the new sanctuary, the church also 
had a family life center built that houses a gym, 
stage and kitchen. The dedication for the building 
was held on Nov. 12 and was named in memory of 
Roger Dale Carter. 

Carter was a charter member of Charity and 
worked with the Kannapolis Police Department 
before he was killed in the line of duty in 1993. 

The church has experienced considerable 

growth every year, Hammond said. It now aver 
ages 500 people in both Sunday morning services. 

In the last six months the Sunday school has 
increased by at least 50 percent, he said. 

"The church expects growth and is energized by 
growth," Hammond said. "We emphasize that each 
Christian give birth to another Christian." 

Along with the growth of new people and new 
buildings comes new ministries. 

Charity added AWANA, a worldwide youth 
ministry, four years ago. It now, averages more 
than 140 people in the Wednesday night meetings. 

The church also began a 16-week witnessing 
program called Faith Visit last year. Hammond 
said the congregation is excited about the program 
and has seen a lot of converts come from it. 

A new visitation ministry began three months 
ago by the youth in the church. Allen and Sheila 
Kerr head up the program. 

The church already has a senior visitation pro 
gram led by four volunteers. Ray Cline, Clyde 
Church, Mary Alexander and Betty Honbarrier 
give of their time to visit shut-ins and other seniors 
of the church. 
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The secretary, Jo Carol Sloop, leads a senior 
ministry. 

The church also has its own softball field, 
named Ervin York Field after the late Joe Ervin 
and Frank York. The two were responsible for 
grading the field and for putting a lot of time into 
completing it. 

The church has both men's and women's soft 
ball leagues which play other church teams on the 
field. It is considered another ministry that is 
growing in the church. 

Other ministries include a music department, 
led by Darren Sanders and boasts two singing 
groups, One Accord and Unity; Brotherhood for 
Men; WMU Circle of Friends; two youth choirs; 
and basketball on Monday nights. 

New ministries that Hammond is looking into 
include a daycare, after-school care and singles 
ministries. 

With the church continuing to grow, the style 
and form of worship will continue to be the same, 
Hammond said. 

"We have continued to preach the simplicity of 
the gospel," Hammond said. 
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On Sunday August 18, 1991, a group of 53 people gathered in a .. 
building at 1618-A South Ridge Ave., Kannapolis, N.C. to form a 
church. On September 8, 1991 we closed our Charter membership with 
104 members, as of October 18, 1992 we now have 240 members. 
Charity Baptist Church applied for membership into the Cabarrus 
Baptist Association and the Southern Baptist Convention in October 
of 1991. 

On February 10, 1992 the church voted to purchase 10 acres of land 
on Brantley Road to build a new church. April 3, 1992 Mr.& Mrs. 
Ta 1 madge Wright donated our church an organ. June 3, 1992 the 
church voted to borrow $300,000.00 from First Charter bank to build 
our new church. We have purchased a new sound system, and a'piano 
for the church. 

We have elected the following men as deacons: 

Chairman: Bill Morris 
Randy Winecoff 
Billy Downs 
Sammy Lewis 
Gerald Kidd 
Tommy Hallman 
A.B. Hammett 

Trustees: Bruce Sloop 
Dewey Honbarrier 
Talmadge Wright 
Hobert Yost 

Treasurer: Grace Osborne 

Clerk: Jo Carol Sloop 
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