
-~tf'6k 'Pol ..+ ~~ V \ii\"~ chart\Y Baptist l-l-ai \ 
l3 A~outh-led revival will be at Charity 
Baptist Church Friday through Sunday. 

·Weekday services will be at 7 o.m, and the 
Sunday service will be at 11 a.m. The 
Youth Evangelistic Team from West 
chester Baptist will be the guests. Special 
music will be presented by "Sonlight." 



Revival services will continue at Charity 
Baptist Church Friday through Sunday. 
Sonshine will perform. Erick Peacock of 
Liberty Baptist University will speak. 
Services are at 7 c.rn. and Sunday at 11 
a.m. The Rev. Ro.b.,ert L'hMott will speak at 
6 p.rn. Sunday. tti~ t'o\ .q- 
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Immersion inf aith 
... 

, August L. Meyland Ill/News & Record Family, friends and the faithful gather next to Tacky Branch Creek behind Charity Baptist Church in Eden on Sunday aftern~on to witness the baptism by full 
immersion of 15 people. "This is God's place," said the Rev. Frank Dunn, the pastor of the church who performed the baptisms. 

Church practices ritual in creek 
a Fifteen people were baptized 
Sunday in the muddy waters of 
Tacky Branch Creek in Eden. 
BY ERIKA BOLSTAD 
Staff Writer 

EDEN - You can't see or hear Tacky 
Branch Creek from the parking lot of 

~rch. 
But step into the sha~d make your 

way down the steep ravine to a shady 
hollow, and you'll see the creek and 
hear the rush of water as it tumbles over 
a makeshift dam. 
Thirsty trees gather around the 

banks, and the sun reflects off the water, 
creating sparkling mirrors in the leaves. 
A breeze cools the people standing in 
the shade by the bank and dries the wet 
skin of those who have been immersed 
in the creek's muddy waters. 
"This is God's place," said the Rev. 

Frank Dunn, pastor of Charity Baptist 
Church. 
Dunn baptized lS people in the creek 

Sunday afternoon in what's become a 
summer tradition at this community 
church. It's a tradition few churches 
embrace these days, Dunn said. 
I "I like to do it like that, because Jesus 
Was baptized in the River Jordan," 
Dunn said. "It's an outward appearance 
that you've been saved." 
Dunn, 62, started the church in 1983, 

not far from where he lived as a boy. 
He's used the creek for baptisms since 
the church's inception. 

August L Meyland Ill/News & Record 
The Rev. Frank Dunn of Charity Baptist Church (left} baptizes 14-year-old 
Samiah Ahmad of Reidsville. Church member Phillip Corum (right} assists dur 
ing the ceremony. 

towel. 
"It felt wonderful, and not because it 

was cool," said RB. Johnson, S7. 
"It's wonderful to be living the life of 

the Lord." 
Both Johnson and his wife, Linda, 

were baptized Sunday. 
"We've been saved for a while, and 

we just felt it was time," said Linda 
Johnson, SO. 
Their family joined dozens of people 

- not all members of Charity Baptist - 
who lined the creek banks to watch the 
baptism. 
Some brought lawn chairs; a few sang 

along with the twangy guitars of the 
gospel band. 
They chatted and joked during the 

picniclike gathering, but paused when 
someone was baptized. 
Rivers Washburn, 90, remembers 

when nearly every preacher from the 
old towns of Leaksville and Spray 
brought their flock for baptism to what 
used to be a pond a short way upstream. 
"When.I was a child, all different 

denominations would come," said Wash 
burn, who attends Spray Baptist 
Church. "It's been a long time since I've 
seen this." 
Jim Hall, SS, watched the baptisms 

from the top of the hill near the band. 
"I grew up right yonder up the creek 

from here," said Hall, who now lives on 
Price Road near Eden. "I was baptized 
in this same creek." 
Hall, who attends EI Bethel Presbyte 

rian Church in Eden, said he was there 
to reaffirm his own beliefs. 

Church members have built concrete 
stairs leading to the water. During bap 
tisms, they dam the creek with boards 
to create a shallow pool, then line the 
bottom with plastic so it's easier to walk 
on. 
Samiah Ahmad, 14, makes her way 

down the stairs tentatively. The Rei 
dsville girl holds hands and prays with 

Dunn and an assistant, who stand waist 
high in water. 
They push her backward into the pool, 

and she disappears for a moment 
beneath the surface. Quickly, they pull 
her up out of the water, as she sputters 
and wipes water from her eyes. 
Like everyone else who comes out of 

the pool, she grins and reaches for a 



Dear Mr. Woodard, 

I contacted Archie Hardy, the first pastor of 
Charity Baptist, regarding the date the church was 
constituted. He could not give me an exact date, 
but he did know that it was October, 1982. I hope 
this will be helpful to you. 

Dot Whiteheiil'd, Secretary 
Central Baptist Association 
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Chg~tty Baptist 
The Rev. Frank McGuire will 

be the guest speaker for a revival 
at Charity Baptist Church in 
High Point Monday through Fri 
day at 7:30 P.M. The church is on 
Oakmont Street. The pastor is 
the enny Vickrey. 


