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First Baptist bits 
the streets, 

taking Bible's 
instructions 

to heart 

T he inspiration comes from The Great Commission: 
"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations ... " 
Among the many Carolinians putting that princi 

ple into practice are members of~st Baptist 
Church, who cany the gospel into six Charlotte fire stations 
each Sunday morning. Church volunteers lead voluntary Bi 
ble study for firefighters who are on duty- just part of the up 
town congregation's efforts to take its ministty to where the 
people are. 

Members of the church of 3,000 also conduct Bible study in 
several retirement homes and the county jail, host weekday 
lunches for businessmen (Wednesdays) and singles (Fridays) 
and provide water and diaper-changing stations whenever 
there's an uptown festival. 

Come Fourth of July, First Baptist will make sure faith is in 
cluded with the fireworks - the church will host an outdoor 
service at 8 p.m. on the South Davidson Street side of the cam 
pus. Afterward, worshippers are invited to stay and watch the 
fireworks show uptown. 

Greg Sharpe (top) 
and other Charlotte 
firefighters pray 
and study the Bible 
at Fire Station No.1 
uptown. First Bap· 
tist Church volun 
teers lead the Sun 
day morning study. 
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Charlotte's First Baptist Church 
is continuing to reach out to vic 
tims of Hurricane Floyd in East 
ern North Carolina. 
The 3,200-member church on 

South Davidson Street uptown 
has contributed or been a conduit 
for $280,000 in flood relief dona 
tions. The church has sent 10 
teams of volunteers to help flood 
victims repair homes and busi 
nesses, and is working to send 30 
mobile homes to residents around 
Wallace, near Wilmington. 
The church is continuing to or 

ganize mission trips to Eastern 
North Carolina and accept finan 
cial donations for appliances, 
building materials and other 
needed goods. 
Make checks payable to First 

Baptist Flood Relief and send to 
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
31046, Charlotte, NC 28231. To 
volunteer to join a mission team, 
call education minister Tom Crow 
at (704) 375-1446. 
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mrhiratinu 
TO THE FAITHFUL TEACHERS 

OF OUR BIBLE SCHOOL THIS 

BOOK IS AFFECTIONATELY 

DEDICATED 
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THIS BOOK 

IN NO spirit of cheap brag do we send forth this book. 
Our desire is that the public have some little glimpse of 
our church and its great service to humanity. In pic 

ture and type we are presenting a panorama of one of the 
greatest pieces of work being done by any church in the 
country. If we have lacked the publicity that comes to 
some churches, and which we now feel we have a right to 
claim, it is because we have been so busy in serving and mak 
ing history that we have not had time to turn aside to pre 
sent our activities. Even now we are unable to fully portray 
one-half of the facts. As you turn these pages will you not 
remember that the best service in the spiritual realm cannot 
be photographed or typed. We further request that all who 
read this story will breathe a prayer for the members, 
workers, and for him who preaches and lovingly ministers 
to all without respect to persons. 
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A SUND A Y'S CONGREGATION 



PULPIT, ORGAN, AND CHOIR LOFT 



CHURCH AUDITORIUM 
From the Pulpit 



ONE HUNDRED AND FOUR YEARS 
LOOK DOWN UPON US 

THE First Baptist Church of 
Charlotte was organized in 
18 3 2, and has had a contin 

uous existence to this present time. 
Of course during that period there 
have been both happy and trying 
experiences. The first pastor was 
Rev. John Rooker. As this is not 
intended to be an accurate history 
we cannot go into details or give all 
the pastors with their terms of office. 
However, from the days of the first 
pastor to the present one we find 
the names of-John Rooker, Joseph 
Pritchard, James M. Thomas, R. B. 
Jones, R. H. Griffith, ]. B. Boone, 
Theodore Whitfield, 0. F. Gregory, 
A. G. McManaway, T. H. Pritchard, 
A. C. Barron, H. H. Hulton, W. M. 
Vines, and Luther Little. 

The calling of this roll will show 
that many of God's able and hon- 
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ored ministers have served this con 
gregation through the last one hun 
dred and four years. Serving along 
with these good ministers have been 
the noble officers and members 
both men and women, who have 
faithfully given their money and 
time as a worthy contribution by 
which the church has been brought 
to its present powerful organization. 
Many of these good men and women 
went through the dark days of the 
war between the states. Even since 
that time there have been other 
barriers in the way of the church's 
program. Time was when Baptists 
were a despised sect in these parts, 
but the loyal workers never gave up. 
We now place a crown upon their 
heads whether they be in the church 
triumphant, or the church militant. 
Our Heavenly Father likewise places 
his approval upon them. 



UNA VOIDABLE ABSENTEES THE CHURCH CHOIR 
Miss Ruby Padgett 
Miss Elizabeth Small 
Miss Maxine Cunningham 
F. W. Foard 
]. A. Lewis 

Mrs. Rufus Goans 
Mrs. Roy L. Parnell 
Miss Sarah Lee Wright 
Mrs. H. E. Grant 
Miss Lila Stallings 
Miss Gladys Mooney 
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INTERMEDIATE CHORUS 



UNA VOIDABLE ABSENTEES 

J. T. Hasty, Jr. 
Frank Deese 
Herman Kiser 

MALE CHORUS 
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UNA VOIDABLE ABSENTEES 

H. M. DaVega 
P. F. Dawson 
]. B. Efird 
P. H. Efird 

THE DEACONS 
]. C. Fletcher 
\Vf. V. Howard 
C. C. Marshall 
W. S. Rankin 



THE CHURCH'S UNIQUE MINISTRY 

THE ministry of the First 
Baptist Church can in a 
sense be called unique. Its 

gospel is orthodox and fundamental. 
No strange or freakish strains are to 
be found in the messages which it 
delivers to this world. Our Bap 
tist fathers would feel at home in its 
atmosphere. 

On the other hand, the most 
modern and up-to-date methods are 
used in making application of this 
gospel. Nothing known to the best 
usages is over-looked in making the 
worship attractive and ornate. After 
all, perhaps the most attractive fea 
ture is the evident good and whole 
some spirit which pervades the entire 
membership. One literally comes 
under the spell of devotion when 
he places himself along with the 
throngs who worship within its 
borders. 

This ministry is given to all alike 
-whether rich or poor, learned or 
unlearned, young or old. Truly, 
any and all will :find here a church 
home. Within our portals one will 
find many activities, yet all the dif- 
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ferent groups are a part of the gen 
eral whole. Theoretically, and, we 
hope, practically, the church is one 
and is made up of all its parts. The 
church greatly discourages any of its 
many groups becoming self-centered 
or interested alone in a partial pro 
gram. 
The Bible school, with an enroll 

ment of two thousand, offers classes 
and opportunities for people of all 
ages to study the Word of God. Pu 
pils are taken at birth and are passed 
on through the respective grades, 
and are never given up until they 
register in the great school of heaven. 
No Bible school enjoys a more loyal, 
loving, and co-operative set of offi 
cers and workers than those found in 
our teaching department. The pas 
tor is indeed the under-shepherd in 
the school, as he is in the entire 
church life. 
In the women's work, whether 

for local interests, or in the mission 
:field, the church finds it is in a 
fortunate situation. All through the 
years this gracious organization has 
done its part in making our splendid 
achievements possible. 



The young people give an added 
and needed touch. In fact the de 
velopment of young Christians has 
been one of our glories. Wherever 
you may travel, in this section, you 
will find in nearly every Baptist 
church some fine worker who has 
been trained in one of our groups. 
Though this congregation has stood 
through so many years, it is a noted 
fact that even now it is a young 
people's church. 
A close study of our activities will 

show that all are welcome and on 
an equal plane in the church life. 
There are no classes and castes with 
us. The most sacrificial person is 
the most honored. Our goal is to 

be like Christ in simple Christian 
character and living. The self 
righteous or e e holier - than - thou " 
spirit is discouraged. We open our 
doors to the worst sinner as we do 
to the ripest saint. The greater the 
sinner the more he needs the pure 
gospel of the Son of God for his or 
her salvation. No wonder, then, 
with this kind of spirit, the First 
Baptist Church is popular and her 
auditorium always filled with those 
who seek the blessings of God and 
the benediction of heaven. 

Come one, come all, without 
money and without price. You are 
welcome. 
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"THE GOOD SHEPHERD" 
Painting by Olson 



SECOND FLOOR FOYER 



• 

PASTOR'S STUDY 
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SECRET AR Y'S OFFICE 



WEDDING HALL 



Junior departments with their vari 
ous class rooms adjacent. On this 
same floor will be found the Be 
ginner department, the Cradle Roll 
class, and the nursery. Likewise, 
the kitchen and dining room will be 
found here. 

Coming up to the second floor. 
one will find located the attractive 
and main educational auditorium, 
which is tastily furnished, with 
many class rooms attached, used by 
the Adult department. 

The third floor is occupied by the 
executive offices, pastor's study, and 
a number of class rooms surround 
ing. In this region is located the 
Wedding Hall where hundreds of 
couples have been married, and it 
fills a real needed place in the life 
of our people and the community. 

Going on upward to the fourth 
floor one is greeted by a large and 
inviting auditorium in which the 
Intermediate department gathers for 
its general meetings. Likewise, the 
sufficient number of well appointed 

OUR BUILDING 

T HE plot of ground upon 
which the buildings stand 
is of such a nature that the 

physical equipment does not appear 
to the best advantage to the passing 
public. There is no better audi 
torium in all this section of the 
country than the one in which we 
worship. It is compact and com 
modious, with perfect acoustics and 
beautiful architecture. The gor 
geous memorial windows, the won 
derful picture of Christ-"The 
Good Shepherd" by Olson, the 
graceful and artistic arrangement of 
the organ pipes, and other dignified 
ornaments quickly impress anyone 
with the stately beauty of the audi 
torium. The present main church 
edifice was erected in 1908 under the 
pastorate of H. H. Hulton. 

As one passes back and crosses a 
large foyer he will enter a four 
story educational building which 
cannot be seen from the front street. 
On the first floor are located the 
assembly rooms of the Primary and 
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class rooms on this floor add joy and 
efficiency to both teachers and pu 
pils. 

The Young People's department 
assembles in the church auditorium 
for its general meeting, and their 
class rooms are located in various · 
places in the educational building. 
In fact, throughout this entire build 
ing, there are fully one hundred and 

ten available separate rooms. The 
twenty rest rooms create a feature 
of comfort, and equip this building 
ideally for its regular work and other 
public functions. Any and all of 
these floors and rooms can be easily 
and readily reached by means of 
modern elevator service. The edu 
cational plant was built in 1923 
under the present pastor. 
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EDUCATIONAL BUILDING 
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NURSERY 
LOWER 

CRADLE ROLL CLASS • 
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EDUCATIONAL BUILDING MAIN ASSEMBLY ROOM 
From the Platform 
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ADULT DEPARTMENT 



24 UPPER 

BEGINNER DEPARTMENT 
LOWER 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 



FIRST PHILA THEA CLASS 
As It Furnished the 19 3 6 Thanksgiving Program 

For the Adult Department 



THREE B PHILA THEA CLASS 
As It Furnished the 1936 Christmas Program 

For the Adult Department 
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JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 

LOWER 

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 



MAGIC 
OF THE 

AND MYSTERY 
MICROPHONE 

OUR church is the pioneer in 
sending song, prayer, and 
sermon into radio land. For 

fifteen unbroken years the dreary, 
weary, and weak have found an ave 
nue through which they can hear the 
Voice and Word of God. 

Including repetitions, fully fifty 
million people have heard the sweetest 
story ever told. To that silent, home 
ridden population the Bible has been 
taught, the words of eternal life have 
been given, reviving hope for time 
and eternity for the sick and discour 
aged. The shut-ins and aged have been 
made to see the light that shines afar 
even beyond the glow of life's setting 
sun. 

If you see a singular brightness en 
circling the dome of our building it 
might .. be God's rainbow of remem 
brance to you and others for the good 
that has been done through the radio's 
Romance of Religion. 



(JANUARY 1, 1918-]ANUARY 1, 1937) 

NINETEEN WONDERFUL YEARS 

During Present Pastorate 

Regular Sunday Sermons 
Preached in three Local Revivals 
Preached in Outside Revivals · 
Commencement Sermons. 

1,574 
70 

610 
81 

Total Sermons 2,3 3 5 

Speeches and Addresses 
Prayer Meeting Talks 
Visits and Calls 
Attended Class Meetings, etc. 
Attended Sunday School 
In Contact with B. T. U. 
Weddings 
Funerals 
Members Received for Baptism. 
Members Received by Letter, etc. 
Books written and published 
Books ready for publication 

1,115 
965 

12,970 
1,288 
980. 

920 
5 63 
818 

1,599 
5,727 

2 
2 

Money raised for Missions 
Money raised for Orphanage 
Money raised for Current Expense 

. $202,327.93 
65,301.23 

605,360.49 

Total for Outside Objects 
Total for Local Work 

. $267,629.16 
............. 605,360.49 

Grand Total . $872,989.65 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 



PROPOSED FIVE YEAR PROGRAM 

1. At least one revival each year. 

2. A net gain of 1,000 in church 
membership. 

3. Pay off at least one-half of the 
church bonded indebtedness 
either through sinking fund, 
special collection, or both. En 
deavor to obtain 500 persons 
who will agree to tithe their 
income. 

4. New pipe organ. 

5. New carpet for church. 

6. Average attendance of 1,500 
in the Bible school. 

7. Average attendance of 300 m 
the Baptist Training Union. 
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8. An enlarged organization for 
local and outside work among 
the women. 

9. During the next five years the 
members and friends of the 
church are requested to con 
sider putting the church in their 
wills. A small part of your 
estate left as a legacy would 
hurt no one, and at the same 
time enable the giver to carry 
on when he can no longer be 
present, and thus cast back a 
beautiful brightness to those 
who are left behind. 

10. Deepen the spiritual life of the 
members and use every means 
to promote soul enlargement 
and the evangelistic spirit and 
work. 



UNAVOIDABLE ABSENTEES 

Mrs. P. H. Efird 
Mrs. E. T. McCorkle 
Mrs. C. E. Motte 

WOMAN'S AUXILIARY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 



EDUCATIONAL BUILDING MAIN ASSEMBLY ROOM 
From the Rear 



Church Secretary Mrss REE SHEETS 

§taff 
Pastor. . DR. LUTHER LITTLE 

Choir Director and Assistant .. . MR. E. E. RUTLEDGE 

Organist: . MRS. E. E. RUTLEDGE 

Financial Secretary. . Miss Lourss MURPHY 

• 
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m.enrnus 
OFFICERS 

MARSHALL E. LAKE, Chairman 
W. J. SMITH, Vice-Chairman 

W. R. CAUDELL, Secretary 
J. C. FLETCHER, Assistant Secretary 

TERMS OF OFFICE 

Life Term: J. A. Yarbrough 

Tenn Ending December 31, 
W. S. Rankin 
W. J. Smith 
H.F. Darsey 
M. E. Lake 

1937: 
W. A. Crandall 
A. L. Faul 
R. M. Ross 
G. B. Cabaniss 

Tenn Ending December 3 1, 19 3 9: 

J. B. Efird 
P. F. Dawson 
J. C. Fletcher 
W.R. Boyd 
E.W. Haight 
J. Q. Myers 

P. H. Efird 
Morgan Gilreath 
W. D. Sloan 
E. C. Lovell 
P. S. Vann 

Term Ending December 31, 1940 
W. M. Scruggs 
W. R. Caudell 
Frank E. Dawson 
Carl McCraw 
H. M. DaVega 

(Mid-term Group): 
J. C. Shepherd 
T. P. Williamson 
J. H. Bridges 
A. F. Mosteller 
Geo. Ledbetter 

Term Ending December 31, 
S. D. Bagwell 
G. T. Carswell 
C. A. Duckworth 
W. V. Howard 
C. C. Marshall 
J. E. Miller 

1941: 
L. E. Mincey 
R. T. McManeus 
J. C. McManus 
B. L. Scruggs 
H. M. Short 
R. R. Yarbrough 

FINANCE 
H. M. DaVega, Chairman 
J. B. Efird 
W. M. Scruggs 
R. T. McManeus 

COMMITTEE 
G. T. Carswell 
J. C. Shepherd 
W. S. Rankin 
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<11qurr~ ®fftrrrs 
Moderator 
Church Clerk. 
Assistant Church Cink 
Treasurer, Current Es pcnso Fn11d 
Treasurer, Mission Fund 
Treasurer, Interest and Sinking Fund .. 

DR. LUTHER LITTLE 

A. L. FAUL 
.W. J. SMITH 

J. B. EFIRD 
.. B. L. SCRUGGS 

G. T. CARSWELL 

J. A. Yarbrough 
C. A. Duckworth 

TRUSTEES 
J. B. Efird 
A. V. Harrill 

BIBLE SCHOOL OFFICERS 

B. L. Scruggs 

GENERAL OFFICERS 

General Snbcrintcndent 
General Secretary 
General Treas» rer 

S. D. Bagwell 
Voris Brookshire 

T. Edward Helms 

Adult Dr part m ent 
Yo1111g People's Dej1a1·tment 

T. P. Willi:imson 
l ntcrtncdiatc Depart mcnt 

E. C. Lovell, and Mamie Little 
J1111ior D:'}1artllle11t. . . C. A. Duckworth 

DEPARTMENT SUPERINTENCENTS 

M. E. Lake Primary Department 
Beginner Department 

Mrs. B. C. Brasington 
Cradle Roll Depart ment 

Mrs. T. H. William'.; 
W. L. Stacks 

. Carl McCraw 

WOMAN'S AUXILIARY GENERAL OFFICERS 

Extension Dc part ment . 

President Mrs. H. M. Short 
Vice-President .. Mrs. Cooper Tavloc 
Vice-President. Mrs. W. E. M. Phillips 
Secretary .... Mrs. W. H. Harvey 

Leader of Sunbeam Band. 
Leader of Girl's Au xiliary 

Treasurer. 
Pianist 
Chorister 

. Mrs. G. C. Morris 
... Mrs. Guv T. Carswell 

. Mrs. \xr. D. Sloan 

Mrs. W. R. Caudell 
... Mrs. M. E. Lake 

General Director P. C. Rodwell 
B. T. U. G E N E R A L 0 F F I C E R S 

Secretary . W:ilrcr Helms 
Pianist . Mrs. P. C. Rodwell 
Chorister. Rosebud March 
President, B.A.U. . R. L. Sutton 
President, Senior No. 1 .... L. Deck Taylor 

BROTHERHOOD GE 
President 
Vice-Prcsidrnl 
Secretary .. 
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President, Loyalty D. A. Dixon 
Leader, B.I.W.. Marie Roberts 
Leader, Conquerers. Sue Edwards 
Leader, Stars. . . Mrs. A. V. Blankenship 
Leader, Liie \Vires .. Louise Helms 

ERAL OFFICERS 
J. C. Fletcher 
W.R. Boyd 
\YI. D. Sloan 
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JANITOR, ROBERT FARRAR 
(1908-1937) 

MAID, IDA GADDY 
(1925-1937) 
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ALL PHOTOGRAPHS USED IN THIS BOOK WERE 

MADE BY THE WHITSETT PHOTO COMPANY. 

ENGRAVINGS BY CHARLOTTE E TGRA VING 

COMPANY. PRINTING BY THE NEWS PRINTING 

HOUSE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, U.S.A. 
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first baptist church charlotte, north carolina to the members 

dr earl bates pastor 
c c hope jr chairman building committee 

from wilber kendrick workman & warren 
& harold e wagoner architects 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 

EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 11, 1971 



GROUND-BREAKING SERVICE 

EASTER SUNDAY 

APRIL 11, 1971 

3:00 P. M. 

First Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

• 



Today we enter a new era in the life and work 
of one of America's great churches. I am pro 
foundly grateful to God for the privilege of being 
with you in this significant ministry. 

PROGRAM 
OF 

GROUND-BREAKING SERVICE It is my hope that we shall acknowledge our 
debt to those who have gone before us. Their faith 
is vindicated in us today. Easter Sunday, April 11, 1971 
I salute you, my fellow workers in Christ, for 

your vision, determination, and faithfulness with 
out which this honor would not have come. C. C. Hope, Jr., Building Committee Chairman, Presiding 

"This is the day the Lord hath made. Let us re 
joice and be glad in it." 

Easter Sunday 1971 is a day that will long be re 
membered by the members of First Baptist 
Church. Today marks the beginning of a long 
awaited dream. We have spent many months and 
many years seeking the path which our church 
should follow in its plan for the future. Decisions 
of tremendous import have faced us all along the 
way. We have carefully considered the heritage 
of our past, we have constantly grown in our 
faith in the promise of the future and we have not 
wavered as we marched to face the challenge of 
this century. 

If each of us answers that challenge with a deep 
spirit of personal rededication, then the ground 
breaking ceremony becomes a rich symbol of the· 
spiritual renewal of us all on this day that Chris 
tians all over the world pause to honor the Glory 
of Christ. 

C. C. Hope, Jr. 
Chairman of Building Commiltee 

Words of Welcome. F. E. Bobo, Jr., 
Plans Committee Chairman 

Carl E. Bates 
Pastor Congregational Hymn ... "The Church's One Foundation" 

Invocation ......... Glenn Agnew, 
Chairman of Deacons 

Pledges to the Flags Allen Bailey 
"Extra Effort Campaign" Chairman 

W. E. Poe, 
Financial Campaign Committee Chairman 

Music by Church Choirs 

Recognition of Special Guests. . C. C. Hope, Jr. 

"The Heritage of the Past" Dr. C. C. Warren, 
Former Pastor 

"The Promise of the Future" David Abernathy, 
President of Youth Councils 

"The Challenge of the Century". . Dr. Carl E. Bates, 
Pastor 

Congregational Folk Song. . "Pass It On" 

Benediction . W. J. Smith, Jr. 
Financial Budget Committee Chairman 

Ground-Breaking Ceremony 





"The Church's One Foundation" 
CHURCH BUILDING COMMITTEE 

The church's one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation, 
By Spirit and the Word; 
From heaven He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride, 
With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 

Elect from every nation, 
Yet one o'er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation, 
One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, 
Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, 
With every grace endued. 

T. D. Clanton, Chairman 
Jack Drye 
Lawrence E. Glenn 
J. T. Griffis 
L. H. Rickenbaker 
J. C. Stegall 

Construction Committee 

.. 

Steering Committee 

C. C. Hope, Jr., Chairman 
Rodney M. Alexander 
Allen Bailey 
Dr. Carl E. Bates 
Gene Bobo 
Joe Burnette 
T. D. Clanton 
Bill Cordell 
Mrs. B. H. Fitzgerald 
George Frizzell 
Charlie Goines 
G. M. Hampton 
Mrs. Charles Hughston 
C. C. Martin 
W. E. Poe 
W. J. Smith, Jr. 
Mrs. H. D. Stoneham 

Financial Budget Committee 

W. J. Smith, Jr. Chairman 
G. Woodrow Brown 
C. Glenn Corzine 
F. Waring Newman 
W.E.Poe 
J. Albert Warren 
J. Frank White, Jr. 

"Pass Ii On" 

It only takes a spark to get a 
fire going 

And soon all those around can 
warm up in its glowing 

That's how it is with God's love 
Once you've experienced it - 
you spread His love to ev'ryone; 

You want to pass it on .... 
I'll shout it from the mountain 
top, 

I want my world to know, 
The Lord of love has come to me, 
I want to pass it on. 

Financial Campaign Committee 

W. E. Poe, Chairman 
R. Glenn Agnew 
Mrs. Albert T. Bridges 
William B. Cummings 
Mrs. Ruth M. Easterling 
C. Herman Nance 
J. Russell Smith 
W. J. Smith, Jr. 
Leon Stacks, Sr. 

Furnishing Committee 

George Frizzell, Chairman 
Mrs. R. F. Branon 
Mrs. T. D. Clanton 
Mrs. Benjamin F. Collins 
Harry R. Iden 
Miss Elizabeth Kendrick 
Miss Pauline H. Owen 
R. G. Pittman 
Julian R. Underwood 

1 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States Finishing and Decorating Committee 

Mrs. H. D. Stoneham, Chairman 
Mrs. F. E. Bobo 
Mrs. James T. Estes 
Forrest C. Eubank 
Mrs. Charlie S. Goines 
Mrs. G. M. Hampton 
Mrs. David A. Harris, Jr. 
Mrs. Carl G. McCraw 
Mrs. J. Russell Smith 

Mrs. Charles B. Hughston, Chairman 
Mrs. Rodney M. Alexander 
Harvey E. Brown 
Ray Cohn 
Mrs. Kenneth F. England 
Charles E. Frizen 
Mrs. Clyde E. Harris 
William A. McEntire 

Music Committee 
I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic 
for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for 
all. 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Christian Flag 

I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag, and to the Saviour for whose kingdom it 
stands, one brotherhood uniting all mankind in service and love. 



CHURCH BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Grounds Committee Recreation Committee 

R. M. Alexander, Chairman 
Glenn H. Beckham 
Edward A. Linsmier 
R. P. Milliken 
Mrs. Waring Newman 
Perry R. Southall 
Mrs. A. Eugene Warren 

Bill Cordell, Chairman 
Mrs. Allen Bailey 
Claude DeMars 
Kenneth F. England 
Edwin D. George 
David A. Harris, Jr. 
Jack Johnson 
Dr. Laird W. Lewis 
Mrs. R. G. Pittman 
Mrs. M. 0. Sutton 

Insurance Committee 

James T. Estes, Chairman 
Rovy F. Branon 
Edward C. Lovell 
H. Douglas Stoneham 

Plans Committee 

F. E. Bobo, Jr., 'Chairman 
Howard L. Arthur, Jr. 
Henry E. Burch 
Mrs. Joe Burnette 
Mrs. C. Glenn Corzine 
Tom B. Crawford 
Mrs. Paul D. Gilliam 
G. M. Hampton 
Mrs. C. C. Hope, Jr. 
M. G. Perry 
Mrs. William E. Poe 
Mrs. Allison Rogers 

Real Estate Sale & Transition Committee 

T. D. Clanton, Chairman 
Harry E. Galloway 
Max Hamil ton 
Carl G. McCraw 
Sam McMahon, Jr. 

Kitchen & Fellowship Committee 

Mrs. B. H. Fitzgerald, Chairman 
Mrs. John W. Buckwell 
F. 0. Goodman 
Mrs. Max Hamilton 
Mrs. G. H. Johnston 
Mrs. Jack Reid 
Mrs. W. J. Smith, Jr. 

1 
Legal Committee 

C. C. Martin, Chairman 
R. Glenn Agnew 
T. J. Fletcher 
Paul D. Gilliam 
Miss Maie Myers 
James 0. Stephens 

• 
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First Baptist Church 
Charlotte, North Carolina 



DEDICATION SER VICE 
August 27, 1972 

8:45 and 11:00 A. M. 

First Baptist Church 
Charlotte, North Carolina 



Carl E. Bates C. C. Hope, Jr. 

We have arrived at the point in our Christian fellowship as a church 
where anticipation becomes realization. The inner feelings of accomplish 
ment, thanksgiving and sheer joy are almost indescribable. 

"Attempt great things for God and expect great things from God." The 
completion and dedication of our new House of Worship is the culmination 
of years of planning, hard work, prayer and determination by our wonder 
ful Church Fellowship. 

We are grateful to God that dreams, prayers, and personal commitments 
have become a reality in our new set of facilities. 

If any "lesson from life" can be extracted from our experience it is 
simply that our people with unwavering faith attempted great things for 
God and found that God, as He dces in all of life, abundantly answered. 
And just as He answered the "Impossible Dream" of our church, He as 
forcefully and decisively is the answer to our individual life's dream, hope 
and aspiration. And that's the truth. 

Seldom has a church ever been blessed as abundantly as ours. Few 
congregations are able to move into a new building so completely furnished 
with all the essentials for a church program. We should give prayers of 
thanksgiving and gratitude for God's guidance during these long months 
of planning and construction. The greatest expression of our gratitude, 
however, is to use these beautiful facilities faithfully in His Kingdom's 
work. 

The dedication of this building and the Carswell Bell Tower calls for 
the dedication of ourselves. We can face the future with confidence if we 
remember that it is "His Church," undergird it with our prayers, sustain 
its work with our energy, and strive, as our dedicated young people have 
urged in song many times, to become "One in the Spirit of the Lord .. " We face the future with confidence that God is leading us onward and 

upward. Supported by the prayers of her people, sustained by their sacri 
. ficial giving, nurtured by the inspiration of worship, and led by the Spirit 
of God, First Baptist Church now enters a new and challenging era of her 
history. 

God has set before us an open door, and Christ said, " ... no man can 
shut it." Through" this open door let us dedicate ourselves to a Christ-honor 
ing ministry in our wonderful town. 

Pastor Chairman of Building Committee 



DEDICATION DAY PROGRAM PRESENTATION OF BUILDING AND CARSWELL 
BELL TOWER AND VOWS OF DEDICATION August 27. 1972 

Eight Forty-Five And Eleven O'Clock Chairman of Building Committee: On behalf of the Building Committee of this 
church, I do now present this building and The Carswell Bell 
Tower to be dedicated to the glory of God and to the service of 
man. 

Pastor and People: We the members of this church, do now accept this building and 
Bell Tower to be dedicated and set apart for the worship of Al 
mighty God and for the service of all men. With joyful and grate 
ful hearts we dedicate this building and Tower to God, who has 
loved us, who has blessed us, and who has led us in the task. 

Chairman: For great is our God above all gods. 
Pastor and People: But who is able to build him a house, seeing the heaven and hea 

ven of heavens cannot contain him? 
Chairman: Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build 

it. 
Pastor and People: Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. 
Chairman: How amiable are thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of hosts! 
Pastor and People: My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my 

heart and my flesh cried out for the living God. 
Chairman: Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house. 
Pastor and People: They will be still praising Thee. 
Chairman: Led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to erect this house of 

God, we now solemnly and joyfully dedicate it to His work and 
worship. In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit, 

Pastor and People: We dedicate this house. 
Chairman: For Christian worship; for praise and prayer; for the preaching 

of the gospel; for the observance of the ordinances; for the of 
fering of our grateful gifts, 

Pastor and People: We dedicate this house. 
Chairman: For the supremacy of the Scripture; for the adoration of God; for 

the exaltation of Christ; for the acknowledgment of the Holy 
Spirit, 

Pastor and People: We dedicate this house. 
Chairman: For the pursuit of truth and freedom; for the instruction and 

training of youth; for the development of manhood; for the de 
velopment of womanhood; for the culture of all the people, 

Pastor and People: We dedicate this house. 
Chairman: As a comfort to the sorrowing, support to the weak, help to the 

needy, charity to the wayward, sympathy to the suffering, and as 
beacon of hope to all people, 

Pastor and People: We dedicate this Carswell Bell Tower . 
Chairman: For ourselves, our children and children's children, 
Pastor and People: We dedicate this house and Bell Tower. 
Chairman: In grateful recognition of the noble leadership of former pastors 

and the faithful labors of former members; in affectionate re 
membrance of those who have gone to be with Christ; and in the 
name of all whose sacrificial cooperation has converted a brave 
dream into beautiful reality, 

Pastor and People: We dedicate this house and Tower, and rededicate ourselves to 
God. 

PRELUDE MEDITATION 
CALL TO WORSHIP: Doxology 
HYMN NO. 379: 0 Thou Whose Hand Hath Brought Us .. 
INVOCATION 

.. Old lOOth 
.Webb 

...... Choral Response 
Mr. Joe Burnette RECOGNITION OF GUESTS.......... . . 

HYMN NO. 499: Dedicatory Hymn 
OFFERTORY MEDITATION 
PRESENTATION OF BUILDING AND CARSWELL BELL TOWER AND VOWS 

OF DEDICATION 
Mr. C. C. Hope, Jr., Chairman of Building Committee 

Dr. Carl E. Bates 

........... Rosser 

DEDICATORY PRAYER . Dr. Perry Crouch, General Secretary, 
Baptist State Convention of North Carolina 

CHORAL MEDITATION: How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place. Brahms 
DEDICATION MESSAGE Dr. Carl E. Bates 
HYMN OF INVITATION NO. 361: Where He Leads Me.. . Norris 
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING They'll Know We're Christians By Our Love 
CHORAL BENEDICTION: The Lord Bless You and Keep You. . ... Peter C. Lutkin 
POSTLUDE 

EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE 

Seven-Thirty O'Clock 

PRELUDE MEDITATION 
CALL TO WORSHIP: We Come With Music. 

Combined Choirs 
HYMN NO. 445: Rise Up, 0 Men of God .. 
INVOCATION .. 
CHURCH PROGRAM 

. Dick Anthony 

...... Williams 
. .. .. . Dr. Carl E. Bates 

... Mr. Joe Burnette 
LADIES TRIO: He Is So Great........ . . . . . .Lawson 

Mrs. John Martin, Mrs. Ed Wells and Mrs. Larry Clanton 
HYMN NO. 371: Leaning On The Everlasting Arms. . Showalter 
OFFERTORY MEDITATION 
CHORAL MEDITATION: The Church's One Foundation 

Combined Choirs 
. Arr. by Rasley 

MESSAGE .. ....... Dr. CarlE. Bates 
INVITATION HYMN NO. 351: "Are Ye Able," Said the Master. . Mason 
POSTLUDE 

The flowers on this first Sunday in our new church are given by C. C. Hope, Jr. in 
honor of his mother and father, Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Hope, Sr., his wife, Mae and their 
children, Joan, Chip and Steve. 
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*Jack Drye 
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ENGINEERS 
Mechanical Engineers, Inc. 
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Laxton Construction Company, Inc. 

THE 

GUY THOMAS CARSWELL 

AND 

CLARA HORN CARSWELL 

BELL TOWER 

DEDICATED TO THE 
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We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, 
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored: 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love, 

They'll Know We are Christians By Our Love 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, 
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, 
And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land; 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 
And we'll guard each man's dignity and save each man's Pride: 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

All praise to the Father from whom all things come, 
And all praise to Christ Jesus His only Son, 
And all praise to the Spirit that makes us one, 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 



THURSDAY, SEPTE BER 21 1978 

At First Baptist 

Dr. Bates To 
Lead Revival 

Dr. Carl E. Bates, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of 
Charlotte, will lead the revival 
being held Sept. 24 - 27 at the 
First Baptist Church in 
Brevard. 

Services Will be conducted 
Sunday through Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m., and on Sunday, 
Sept. 24 at 11:00 a.m. Ac 
commodations will be made 
for pre-school children. 

Carl E. Bates was born in 
Liberty, Mississippi. He is a 
graduate of . Mississippi 
College. He holds both a 
bachelors and master's 
qegree in theology from 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He has also 
received honorary degrees 
from Baylor University, 
Mississippi College, Judson 
College of Illinois, Wake 
Forest University, and 
Campbell College. 

Dr. Bates has held 
pastorates in Leesburg, 
Florida, and in Texarkana and 
Amarillo, Texas. He has been 
pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, since 1959, during 
which time the church was re 
located and -new buildings 
were erected on two blocks of 
property in downtown 
Charlotte. 

Dr. Bates has served as 
Fhairman of the executive 
poard of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas. He has 
een president of two state 
$aptist conventions, the 1 

.$aptist General Convention of 
Texas and the North Carolina 
Baptist State Convention. 

He has served his 
denomination as a member of 

Dr. Carl Bates 

the executive committee of 
the Southern Baptist Con 
vention, the Sunday School 
Board, and the Horne Mission 
Board. He is also a member of 
the general council of the 
Baptist World Alliance. 

Dr. Bates has been 
president of the Southern 
Baptist Pastors' Conference. 
In 1970-1972 he was president 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

Dr. and Mrs. Bates have 
traveled extensively and have 
visited many mission fields 
around the world. He likes to 
play golf and to hunt and fish. 

Dr. and Mrs. Bates have one 
daughter, Judy (Mrs. Joe 
Stoneham), and two grand 
sons, Carl and Will. 

Brevard: Trai1sylvania Times 
Bryson City: -Smoky-Mtn. i rrnes 
Burgaw: Pender Chronicle 
Burnsville: Yancey Record 
Canton: Enterprise 
Carthage: Moore County News 
Cary News 
Chadbourn: Columbus Co. News· 
Charlotte Post 
Cherokee: One Feather 
Cherryville Eagle 
China Grove: S. Rowan Times 
Clarkton: Southeastern Times 
Clayton News 
Clemmons Courier 
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By BETH ROGERS 
STAFF WRITER 

The Lake Norman area has a 
nevv church, and that church is 
planning a new building. 

Lake Norman Baptist officially 
was organized as a church in De 
cember. For the previous three 
years, it had served as a mission 
of First Baptist Church of Char- 

FEB-21-·84 ~~-- ~ 

I~ .. °'' New Lake Norman-area church planning home.of its ownf~1 
I 

lotte. 
Its congregation of 60 charter 

members has been meeting in a 
lakeside recreation building 
owned by Hoskins Avenue Baptist 
Church of Charlotte. 
The Rev. Charles Howell, pas 

tor of Lake Norman Baptist, said 
final plans for a new church 
building are being drawn and con- 

tractors' bids will be taken in 
April. He said he hopes construc 
tion will begin in May or June. 

Charles Kibler, a Charlotte ar 
chitect, is designing the church. It 
will be built of brick in a contem 
porary style. The worship space 
will have movable chairs and will 
seat about 175 people. rt will dou 
ble as a fellowship hall. 

Offices, classrooms and a 
kitchen also will be included in 
the building. ' 
The building and furnishings 

are expected to cost about 
$350,000. 

Land for the building was do 
nated to the church by the Meck 
lenburg Baptist Association, the 
Rev. Howell said. He said the 7Y:!- 

I , 

acre site, at the corner of Sam 
Furr Road and Highway 73, was 
valued at $75,000. 
"We anticipate substantial 

growth after we relocate," the 
Rev. Howell said. because the sur 
rounding community is growing 
and the church's new building 
will be larger and more visible 
than its current location. 
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By KATHLEEN GALLIGHER 
Observer Staff Writer 

After a yearlong search involving more 
than 100 candidates, First Baptist Church of 
Charlotte has chosen a pastor. 

Dr. Charles D. Page of North Augusta, 
S.C., will take the pulpit at First Baptist on 
Feb. 28. He replaces Dr. Carl Bates, who 
retired Dec. 31, 1980. 

Page was the unanimous choice of the 
church's deacons and 15-member search 
committee, according to committee Chair 
man W.J. Smith. 

First Baptist's members ratified those de 
cisions during Sunday's worship services. 

"Both services voted unanimously to ex 
tend the call to Dr. Page," Smith said Sun 
day. "We have talked to him over the tele 
phone, and he has accepted." 

Page, in a telephone interview from North 
Augusta, called his decision to come to Char 
lotte "the most difficult of my life without 
question." 

While he is saddened, he said, to leave his 
S.C. congregation, he is excited about com 
ing to Charlotte. 

"We'll do as much as we can to reach as 
many people as we can for the Lord," Page 
said. 

Page was born Aug. 28, 1939, in Roanoke, 
Va., and grew up in Fuquay-Varina. He 
graduated from Wake Forest University in 
Winston-Salem and earned master of divin 
ity and doctor of ministries degrees from 
Southeastern Seminary in Wake Forest. 

He has served churches in Spencer, Va., 
Bassett, Va., Reidsville and Greensboro. He 
has been pastor of First Baptist Church in 
North Augusta since 1975. 
His wife, Sandra, is a Reidsville natfve 

and holds an education degree from the Uni 
versity of South Carolina. The Pages have 
two sons, Clemson freshman David, 19, and 
fifth grader Robbie, 11. 
Page's building talents were a major fac 

tor in his selection, Smith said. 
In his six years in North Augusta, mem 

bership there rose from 2,300 to about 3,100 
people. 
"That appealed to us," said Smith. "We 

were looking for a good preacher and pastor 

Page 
who had indicated in his current pastorate a 
pattern of growth." 

The search committee had its eye on the 
future. 
"Charlotte is one of the few downtown 

Baptist churches in major cities that has 
enough land and the ability to grow," he 
explained. "Most of the other similar 
churches are pretty much penned in by 
buildings that are unattainable and, there 
fore, Jack the capacity to grow from a physi 
cal, building standpoint. 

"We want to launch into a program of 
reaching more people." 
First Baptist now has 2,300 members and 

no specific goals on how many new mem 
bers it would like to attract. 
For now, at least, Page and his new con 

gregation will spend a good deal of time 
getting to know each other. 

He has been welcomed with open arms, 
Smith said. 

"We are jublilant," he said. " ... I have 
been attending this church all of my life, and 
I have never seen the church (members) as 
excited as they are now." 



Music festival at First Baptist 
! r C tf-d1/e,...<; 5- - (;, - 7 '$' 1.' Singspiration music festival, 

sponsored by the Baptist Book Store, 
will be held Tuesday at First Baptist 
Church, 301 S. Davidson St. 

The festival will be a seminar 
open to all choral directors, organists 
and choir members. 

Leading the seminar will be Don 
Wyrtzen, composer, conductor, ar 
ranger and pianist. He has composed 
more than 100 sacred works, includ 
ing the patriotic musical "I Love 
America." 

Assisting Wyrtzen will be Joe 
Parks, a music educator, composer 
and-conductor. 

Some 500 are expected to attend 
the sessions to read and hear the 
latest in sacred music. Tickets are 

$10 for individuals;~/.5'0 pet person 
if two or more church members at 
~end, and $6.50 per person if 10 or 
more attend. 
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First Baptist to add classrooms, gynf? 
By TERRY MATTINGLY 
OF THE NEWS STAFF 

Charlotte's First Baptist Church 
is taking a new step in its "master 
plan" by building a $495,000 new 
Family Life Center at Second and 
Davidson streets, where a YWCA 
building now stands. 
The Rev. Charles D. Page, pas 

tor of First Baptist, said the new 
building is an "in-between-stage." 
The new center, which will in 
clude a gymnasium, will be large 
enough to meet current needs but 
will not slow the church's plans to· 
meet its major remaining goal, a 
new sanctuary, he said. 
"We're going for a smaller 

Family Life Center than you usu 
ally see so that we can go into 
immediate planning work on the 
new sanctuary," the Rev. Page 
said. "If we start planning the 
first of the year, we'd be looking 
at being in the sanctuary three 
years later." 

Construction of the Family Life 
Center and a aactuary would just 

Proposed Family Life Center for First Baptist Church. 

about "wrap up the church's mas 
ter plan," the Rev. Page said. 
Smaller additions, like a chapel or 
extra recreation space, could be 
built in the future, he said. 
The designer of the new Family 

Life Center, Gene Warren of Wil 
ber, Kendrick, Workman and 
Warren Architects, said contruc 
tion of the Family Life Center· 
should begin in December. The 

"' 

YWCA building on the site, which 
First Baptist already owns, will be 
torn down soon, he said. 
The 17,500-square-foot center 

will have classrooms for the 
church's junior high, senior high 
and college-and-career Sunday 
school classes, making space 
available for new growth in the 
church's existing educational 
building, he said. The building's , 

exterior will match the modern, 
rough white-brick design of the 
church's other buildings. 

The Family Life Center's "se 
nior-high-school-sized" gymna 
sium will include a jogging track 
and separate locker room and 
shower facilities for men and 
women using the gymnasium on 
weekdays, said Mr. Warren, a 
member of First Baptist. 

The center is "a tool to help 
reach the unchurched people who 
work downtown," he said. 

First Baptist, which has 2,400 
resident members, currently 
worships in a 750-seat audi 
torium. It was built with a future 
conversion to a two-floor educa 
tion building in mind. 

First Baptist moved to 301 S. 
Davidson St. in 1972. Its old 
Tryon Street location now houses 
the Spirit Square arts complex. 
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significant and creative manner," 
Vanke said. 

During his speech, Collins fo 
cused on what he called three of 
life's great decisions: "What will 
be your life's work? What are you 
going to do about faith?" and 
"What role will love play in your 
life?" 

"The purpose of life is a life of 
purpose," said Collins, who re 
counted his recent experience as a 
volunteer physician in a Nigerian 
village. 

"We want to believe what we are 

C bicentennial speaker uses innovative visual. aid 
"· Geneticist Francis Collins reminds graduates there's more to life than work 
By PATRICK O'NEILL 
Special Correspondent 

CHAPEL HILL - Francis Col 
lins, one of the world's foremost 
geneticists, wanted to teach 
UNC-Chapel 
Hill' graduates 
the importance 
of love. 

To bring his 
point home, 
Collins, the bi 
c en ten n i al 
speaker at Sunday's UNC gradua 
tion, relied on a little audience 
participation. 

Midway through his speech, Col- 

lins, director of the Human Ge 
nome Project at the National Insti 
tutes of Health, said he wanted to 
show graduates 
an example of 
"love on a ro 
mantic level." 

He asked 
business gradu 
ates James 
Vanke and Su 
zanne Woloski 
to stand up. As 
the crowd of 
32,000 cheered, 
Vanke, 22, of Collins 
Durham, pro- 

posed to his girlfriend of 13 
months, Woloski, 22, of Lansdale, 
Pa. 

As Vanke slipped an engage 
ment ring on Woloski's finger, 
Collins - his voice echoing over 
Kenan Stadium - asked, "Do you 
accept?" 

Wiping away tears, Woloski 
nodded. Conspiracy complete, 
Vanke thrust his arms into the air 
as the crowd roared. 

Vanke later said he had con 
tacted Collins in April to solicit his 
help. 

"I knew I wanted to get en 
gaged, and I wanted to do it in a Please see Graduates~ 



CLASS OF 94 
UNC marks its bicentennial 
with bell-ringing across state 
Graduates 
Continued from page 1 C 

doing has significance," he said. "To touch one 
human being. To change one other human being's 
existence for the better. That's enough." 

Sunday's commencement brought to a conclusion 
the UNC Bicentennial Observance. At noon, more 
than 200 bells, signifying 200 years since the universi 
ty's founding, rang throughout the state. 

In Charlotte, Davidson College, UNC Charlotte and 
First Baptist Church participated in the bell-ringing 
event. 

- According to the UNC registrar's office there were 
:.. 4_,597 May degree candidates. 
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( P.d-9/ d . ara e is, 
· forsome,a 
way home 
By JENNIFER TESCHER 
Staff Writer 

As many as 4,000 gays and 
lesbians and their supporters will 
be in Charlotte this weekend to 
celebrate gay culture and push for 
greater civil rights. 

It's the first time the annual N.C. 
gay and lesbian pride weekend will 
be held in Charlotte. The ninth 
annual event will culminate Sun- 

day with an 
uptown pa 
rade and 
rally. 

Organiz 
ers say it's 
about time 
the festivi- 

in the state's 

•Gay people 
cherish family 
relationships 
Family/1F 

ties have arrived 
largest city. 
"We believe there's a lot to 

show off here," said Sue Henry, 
one of the organizers and the 
owner of Rising Moon Books & 
Beyond. 

The excitement in the voices of 
those planning to attend belies the 
uneasiness hovering just below the 
surface. Just two years ago Char 
lotte City Council members re 
jected an anti-bias amendment 
that would have protected gays 
and lesbians from discrimination 
in places such as restaurants. Orga 
nizers know there are people who 
don't want them here. 

Some are simply choosing to 
ignore the event. 

The Rev. Charles Page oLEirst 
.~ptist Church will be preaching 

Please see Parade/page 4A 
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Here are some of the 
weekend's activities 

Today 
• N.C. Gay & Lesbian Artist 

Exhibition, 119 E. 7th St., 
noon-4 p.m. and 6-10 p.m. Sat 
urday and 4-6 p.m. Sunday. 

Saturday, June 4 
• Gay & Lesbian Business, 

Crafts & Info Fair, Radisson 
Plaza Hotel, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Free and open to the public. 
• Interfaith service. Marshall 

Park. 4:30-5:30 p.m. Free and 
open to the public. 
• Candlelight vigil, Nations 

Bank Plaza Amphitheater, 
9:30-10 p.m. 

Sunday, June 5 
• Pride walk/run, 9:30 a.m. at 

Marshall Park. A noncompetitive 
1-l'hile walk or J::mlle run. Meet 
at the corner of 3rd and Mc 
Dowell streets. 

SOURCE: Charlotte Local Organizing 
Committee, N.C. Lesbian & Gay Pride 1994 

. 9th gay pride weekend 
is first held in Charlotte 
Parade Parade route 

North Carolina's annual lesbian 
and gay pride march is Sunday. 
A pre-parade rally at Marshall 
Park Is from 12:30 to 1 p.m. 
The parade begins at 2 p.m., 
with another rally afterward. 

the book of Hebrews on Sunday 
not about the parade that will take 
place beside the church shortly 
after his sermon. 
"I'd rather it not be," Page said, 

• "but that's not the point. The point 
• is there's nothing I can do about 
it." 

~ Still, there are islands of com- 
J mon ground. 

Organizers offered to delay Sun 
, day's parade for an hour to give 

'Page's worshipers time to get 
'home. 

The Charlotte Area Clergy Asso 
' ciation, one.of the county's largest 
multifaith religious organizations, 

1 agreed to join in a 4:30 p.m. 
worship service Saturday at Mar 
shall Park. 

"The point that we're seeking to 
lift up is that we need to make 
some bridges somewhere," said 
the Rev. Richard Little, pastor of 

• Advent Lutheran Church. "Al 
though many of the clergy are not 
able to fully embrace the wishes of 

• the gay and lesbian community, 
their presence will say we at least 
want to be open to talk about it." 

Little, who heads the associa 
tion's task force on homosexuality, 
added that he's afraid most Char- 

• totteans would be upset if their 
pastor participated in the service. 
He had planned to be there but 
said he has a synod assembly 
meeting out of town. 

The weekend of cultural events, 
workshops and parties will be a 
homecoming for Rob Faggart, a 
China Grove native who moved to 
Raleigh six years ago. He is now 
editor of The Front Page, the 
state's oldest gay newspaper. 

"I think the thing that's got me 
most excited is getting to come 
home," he said. "In the larger 
sense, I'm looking for this to be the 
beginning of a permanent change 
in the gay community in North 
Carolina. . . • I think more than 
anything else the folks in Charlotte 
wanted to impress everybody and 
they've done a good job of it." 

Continued from page 1 A 

BRENDA PINNEWStaff 

The theme of the weekend is 
"Invisibility to Equality: Never 
Turning Back," emphasizing that 
the South is still a tough place to 
live if you're gay or lesbian. Orga 
nizer Dan Kirsch said he hopes the 
show of strength will encourage 
local businesses to include gays 
and lesbians in company anti-dis 
crimination policies. 

Kirsch said many gays and lesbi 
ans in Charlotte are afraid to talk 
about their Jives for fear of losing 
their jobs. If they suffer discrimina 
tion, they often don't report it for 
fear of reprisal. 

Lisa, a Charlotte-area woman 
who didn't want her last named 
used, said she came close to losing 
her job when her life partner fell ill. 

Lisa needed time off to care for 
her, so she told her boss. She 
managed to keep her job by prom 
ising to look for a new one when 

her partner's health improved. 
"I got really angry," Lisa said. "I 

had never been angry before. I had 
always been content to Jet the 
other people do the marching for 
me. • • • The fact that it became 
very personal for me meant I 
couldn't let anybody fight my bat 
tles for me." 

She'll be there this weekend, 
marching in the parade and danc 
ing at Founders Hall Saturday 
night. She's not interested in 
shocking people. She just wants 
everyone to know that she's no 
different than they are. · 

"There are people that are inter 
ested in breaking a lot of barriers," 
she said. "Then there a lot of 
people who have kids and work a 
9-to-5 job and mow the lawn and 
take their dogs to the kennel and 
live the same kinds of lives that 
nongay people do." 
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Special Program Features 
Men's Mission To Russia 

By C.P. MIDDLESWORTH Association of Retired Persons this trip and no road-side restau 
at the Senior Center. rants, that meant no restrooms 

He pointed o tin his talk that either," he pointed out. 
mission teams are relatively new To provide gasoline, tanker 
in Russia, only permitted since trucks are parked at various 
the fall of the Communist gov- spots beside the roads. He 
ernment. described the countryside with 

He described Moscow, where many decaying and abandoned 
they first stayed, as a beautiful churches. The woods served as 
city, clean and well-kept, unlike their rest stops. 
many other places in Russia. Campbell sees Russia as "a 
The team members went all land of promise with the people 
around Moscow by subway and having a strong sense of family 
felt perfectly safe. The crime and great love of their children 
rate, he said, was low, only petty and family members." 
thefts. The Statesville pair assigned 

He saw signs of change in the to Verone sh lived in private 
city such as the new Pizza Hut homes with Russian families and 
and a McDonald's. The hotel stayed there eight days. 
where they stayed was of the They were the only two from 
1950s. the mission team in Veronesh 

To get their mission assign- who did not live in the crowded 
ment, Campbell and Ambler apartment buildings. 
went south some 250 miles to the The Russian family where 
city of Veronesh, population of Campbell lived had an income 
one million inhabitants. It took .equal to only $26 in American 
10 hours on rough roads. money but there was an a bun 

"We saw no gas stations on dance of food. They raised thei 

ii1wn vegetables "in the blackes , 
ichest dirt I ever saw," Camp 
ell said. 
Fresh cucumbers were served 

at every meal of the day. Camp 
bell said he does not eat cucum 
bers, but he did taste a bit of 
cucumber soup. 

"The needs are many but the 
workers are few." 

That thought was constantly 
in the mind of Dr. Jerry Camp 
bell of Statesville as he went 
about his "mission" on a 1994 
trip to Russia. 

It was the experience of a life 
time for both Campbell, who is 
Director of Technology and Test 
ing with the Iredell-Statesville 
school system, and for Dr. Don 
Ambler, a Statesville dentist, as 
they participated in a Baptist 
church mission to Russia, spon 
sored by Fi~t Bae.tist Church oL 
Charlotte. 

Tom Baker headed up the 
Statesville group on the mission 
trip. Campbell and Ambler were 
assigned to Veronesh, Russia, 
and others from Statesville went 
to Dubna. 

Campbell presented the pro 
gram about his trip at the Sep 
ember meetin of the American 

Ministry of Dentistry 
Ambler, a member of Seventh 

Day Adventist Church in 
Statesville, used the back room 
of the local Baptist church to set 
up his dental office. He bor 
rowed an old, used dentist's 
chair. 

When the patients learned Dr. 
Ambler used a local anesthetic 
to work on teeth they would 
come in large numbers to his 
clinic. 

In Russia the state-operated 
dental clinics do not use any 
anesthetics, even for extractions. 

"The Lord really used the 
medical team well while we 
were there and the people were 
so very gracious and thankful," 
Campbell observed. 

Most of the people who came 
to the medical clinic, also locat 
ed in the church, had serious 
medical problems ranging from 
stress to high blood pressure. 

The medical teams on this 
particular mission trip gave 
away over $400,000 worth of med 
icine, he reported. 

They also fitted some 350 
pairs of glasses, running out long 

. before the need was filled. 
"One of the highlights of my 

trip was witnessing with the 
Russian people," Dr. Campbell 
commented. "We would talk with 
the people in open parks as the 
Russians would gather around 
us," he explained. 

"God told us what to say, we 
met people everywhere and they 
listened to the mission team 
members tell their messages " 
he said. They gave out Holy 
Bibles printed in the Russian 
language. 

Many Ministries 
. People in Russia, Campbell 
said, wanted to hear Bible sto 
ries and they wanted to have 
interpretations of Biblical 
truths. 

"Forgiveness" was an area 
that Campbell said the Russians 
did not understand until the 
team members went into detail 
on God's plan. 

There were many ministries 
on the trip involving such things 
as fellowship and sharing and 
praise. They prepared food for 

· large groups of children. 
In Veronesh a new Baptist 

church is now under construc 
tion which will combine four 
small Baptist churches. This is 
being done mainly by the church 
members. 

Campbell said the group 
"planted seeds of faith and 
seeds of opportunity" in Russia 
and he saw the trip as "only the 
beginning." 

"We hope others will follow 
us and go to other areas of Rus 
sia and plant more seeds in the 
future," he concluded. 

In his program Campbell used 
a computer-generated projector 
to show a series of pictures he 
took on the mission trip . 

. He was introduced-by Buf~rd 
Rimmer, AARP chapter pres· 
dent. 

... 

.. 

MISSION TO RUSSIA PROGRAM AT AARP - Dr. Jerry Campbell with the Iredell 
Statesville school system, left, and Dr. Don Ambler, local dentist, presented a program on theuir 
recent church mission to Russia at the September meeting of the American Association of Retired 
Persons. They are showing Dr. Campbell's daily journal of the trip to Buford Rimmer, president of . 

RP's local cha ter, who introduced the program. (Photo by Chester Middlesworth) 


