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REV. PROFESSOR W. B. ROYALL, D.D., LL.D. the text of the Greek as it is read to me. For 
the patient work of getting me ready to meet my 
classes I am indebted to a fine young woman 
whom Mrs. Royall was blessed in getting from 
the Thomasville Orphanage. Seeing with what 
difficulty I handled lexicons and other Iargs 
books, Mrs. Royall insisted upon my teaching this 
girl Greek. Surely the hand of God must have 
been in it all, and I feel supremely grateful that 
through the eyes of another I am enabled to con 
tinue my work. 
"In 1S6 9 I was ordained as a preacher of the 

Gospel. I had thought that I might do work for 
the Master as a layman, but I found out it was 
best for me to enter the field more fully by 
accepting calls to churches. I longed for such 
training as I could get alone at a special school 
of the prophets, but this had come to be out of 
the question, as I was so linked to my work as a 
teacher. My preaching never approached that 
of the pulpit orator, but I had to be satisfied with 
being a teacher and expositor of the Word in 
such a way as to reach the intelligence and heart 
of the people. In this I had evidence of the help 
of the Divine Spirit, for many souls were brought 
to confess Christ and many useful workers in the 
vineyard were given to the world. In 1887 the 
degree of D.D. was conferred upon me by Judson 
College. The receiving of this degree was with 
me an affair of the heart, since the president, 
Jesse B. Boone, was my old collegemate, and two 
of the professors were my old students. At a 
later period I received the degree of LL.D. from 
Furman University. 

"It is a source of very great satisfaction to me 
that we continue to have so large a number of 
students at Wake Forest studying Greek. Dr. 
Paschal tells me that he knows no other college 
approaching Wake Forest in the number of its 
students taking Greek, and I wish to say that for 
this great credit is due Dr. Paschal. One thing 
that has made Greek maintain its hold upon our 
students is that years ago we had the Greek New 
Testament put into the regular Greek course. 
Many young men have been led to study the 
classic Greek in order to take the course in the 
New Testament. I am glad, however, to say that we 
have students taking Greek who are not expecting 
to preach, especially medical students. I feel that 
the love I have for my work and for the Greek 
on its own account has had something to do with 
giving me length of days. 
"I perhaps should have said that a long time 

ago overtures were made· to me with reference to 
going elsewhere, and for a time I was in doubt 
what would be the best thing for me to do. Wake 
Forest was then struggling to live, and I dectded 
not to desert her. Another thing I might say is 
that I had a great desire to publish some annota 
tions on favorite authors, but I was satisfied that 
I would spoil a teacher in trying to make myself 
a commonplace author. The consequence is that 
all I have to show of achievement is to be found 
in the lives of those whom I have taught . 

"Of the men whom I have taught, there are to 
be found representatives in nearly every walk of 
life. Many have become able and useful minis 
ters of the Gospel, and some of these have at 
tained eminence in our own country and in other 
lands. From my classes have gone out seventeen 
presidents of colleges, three of these colleges 
being state institutions, the A. and E. in Raleigh, 
N. C.; Clemson College in South Carolina, and 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Auburn, Ala.; 
many heads of academies, governors, members of 
congress, judges, professors of Greek in colleges, 
professors in theological seminaries. Among 
those who have been my students ought to be 
numbered physicians and surgeons who have won 
distinction. The law also has been furnished 
from these classes with men who have stood high 
in the profession. Others from my Greek claeses 
have not been worse off in the business world on 
account of their having studied Greek. In trying 
to teach I have sought to adapt my instruction 
to what I could discover of the student's capacity 
and temperament. Moreover, I have sought to 
win his love for the language. In this I have 
insisted upon his learning thoroughly the forms 
and syntax while at the same time helping him 
to discover the beauty of the idiom." 

During the present session, Dr. Royall has had 
forty-one students in his three Greek classes, 
advanced work in Greek. The students come to 
his home and he meets them in his library. He 
is now almost blind, like Thomas, but he knows 
his Homer, his Plato, his Paul, so that he can 
visualize the Greek text as he has said above. 
He can see his pupils, though not the printed page 
any more. But he gets a grip on the hearts of 
the students now as always. 

Dr. Royall was pastor of the Forestville Bap 
tist Church for thirty years, and was also pastor 
at Youngsville for twenty-three years, and at 
Rolesville for thirteen years besides other 

churches for shorter periods. These village and 
country pastorates are enough for an ordinary 
life. He did this work conscientiously and with 
marked success; .. as is. shown by the length of 
some of these pastorates. 
Dr. Royall's interest in the present is shown 

by the fact that he is quite a radio fan and 
"listens in" to what preachers or professors are 
saying in Pittsburg or New York, Washington or 
Atlanta. 

He has taught longer and so many more stu 
dents than any man ever connected with Wake 
Forest College. He has in these sixty years met 
some twenty-five thousand classes. Dr. Royall 
has been greatly blessed in his beloved wife, who 
cheered him through the long years. But the 
last few years he has had to travel alone since 
she has passed on to wait for him on the other 
side. 
Love of Greek -Is still the joy of Dr. Royall's 

heart. He is optimistic about the future of the 
study of Greek in America. He has done his part 
to preserve the interest in Greek among the 
students of Wake Forest College. Every preacher, 
every scientist, every physician has to know 
Greek if he is to be first-hand student of the sub 
jects before him. His scientific terminology is 
Greek. He is hampered in endless ways if he 
does not know Greek. 
I may be allowed to express my own warm 

affection for Dr. W. B. Royall, the noble Greek 
scholar at Wake Forest College. He started me 
right with a love for accuracy and for precision 
of thought such as the Greek excels in. The 
Greek New Testament fairly bristles with fresh 
ideas for one who has the eyes of his heart en 
lightened to see them. When I came under the 
influence of John A. Broadus in 1885, I did not 
have to unlearn what I had gotten from W. B. 
Royall. I had a good foundation on which to 
build. I am still pegging away in my thirty 
seventh year as a teacher of the Greek New Tes 
tament, but that falls twenty-three short of sixty. 

Sixty Years a Teacher of Greek in Wake Forest 
College 

Pi;of. A. T. Robertson, in Baptist Standard. 
It was in November, 1879; that I first saw the 

distinguished professor of Greek in Wake Forest 
College. I had just come to Wake Forest with 
little Latin and no Greek. My pastor at States 
ville, N. C., Dr. J. B. Boone, had taught me Latin 
a year, and I began Greek on entering Wake 
Forest a couple of months late in a class taught 
by the present noble president of Wake Forest, 
Prof. W. L. Poteat, who was beginning his great 
career as teacher that session. It was not till 
I was ready for the intermediate Greek that I 
was allowed to become a student under Dr. W. 
B. Royall. But for two years I revelled in his 
charming insight into the beauties of the Greek 
diction. I had classes also in Anglo-Saxon and 
moral philosophy under Dr. William Royall, the 
kingly father of Dr .. W B. Royall. Both of these 
princes of culture won my heart completely and 
have held it ever since. Wake Forest College 
then was poorly equipped in buildings, but it was 
rich in teachers of scholarship and character who 
have left their mark upon me and all others who 
fell under the spell of their teaching and living. 
Dr. W. B. Royall has achieved a wonderful 

work during these sixty years, as it soon will be. 
He bids fair to equal the record of Dr. Basil 
L. Gildersleeve of Johns Hopkins University, who 
taught on till he was eighty-five and passed the 
ninety milepost. His teaching has always had 
the notes of simplicity and clearness and dis 
tinctness. He has really loved the Greek lan 
guage besides knowing it. Hence his passion 
for the niceties of thought and expression in the 
Greek is not artificial. He has kindled a like 
love for the Greek tongue in his students. When 
Dr. Routh asked me to write an article about 
Dr. Royall, I gladly consented. I wrote to Dr. 
Royall for data so that I should make no mis 
takes in my story. He took the trouble to dictate 
such a beautiful story that I did not have the 
heart to put it into other words. The surpassing 
modesty of Dr. Royall shines through his words 
at every turn. But a man of eighty years is en 
titled to talk about himself, when he is asked 
tn tl0 so. Dr. ROY"ll, of course. did not know 
that I was going to incorporate his own story 
in this fashion. I did riot know it myself until I 
saw what a simple and charming story it was. It 
is a fine thing for the readers of the Baptist 
Standard to get acquainted with. this old soldier 
of Christ with the heart of youth. But now for 
his story: 

"I was born in Mount Pleasant, South Caro 
lina, in sight of the city of Charleston on Septem 
ber 2, 1844. My father in 1850 became a mis 
sionary in Florida. He had always been very 
fond of Greek, and when I was nine or ten years 
. old, as a sort of recreation, he began to teach 
me this language. I soon began to realize its 
beauty, and the ambition was enkindled in me to 
learn it thoroughly. In 1855 my father was 
called to a professorship in Furman University. 
At the age of twelve I was prepared to enter 
college and went through half of the junior year 
at Furman, when my father was called to Wake 
Forest College, from which institution I was gra 
duated in 1861. My professor of Greek at Fur 
man was Prof. P. C. Edwards, a great scholar 
and Greek enthusiast. During the year 1869 
I was brought often under the magnetic influence 
of Dr. John A. Broadus, which had much to do 
with sharpening my appetite for the rich things 
that are to be found in the wonderful language 
in which Plato and Paul spoke and wrote. 

"In the fall of 18 61 I joined the Army of the 
Confederacy and served in that army until April, 
18 6 5, when I surrendered With General Lee at 
Appomattox. It had been my desire and inten 
tion to go to the University of Virginia, but the 
war left us all with nothing, and so through the 
autumn of 18 65 I taught a private school. The 
success of. the school proved beyond all that I 
had hoped, and in .January, 18 66, the trustees 
of Wake Forest College asked me to join Pro-. 
fessor Simmons and my father in reopening the 
work of the college. That first year I began the 
teaching of Greek, and now I am one month on 
my way to the completion of sixty years as teach 
er of Greek in Wake Forest College. For two 
years, 1882-84, I served as chairman of the 
faculty of the College. The session of 1903-4 I 
spent in Europe. For several months I was near 
the British Museum and made the best use I 
could of the opportunity thus given me. The 
same was true in regard to facilities afforded me 
in Rome for some months, and of a month's stay 
in Greece. For two years I have been unable to 
read or write on account of failing eyesight, but 
I have learned to visualize with comparative ease 

SURFACE HEALING 

By W. R. Cullom 
In the long ago a man stood in the midst of 

conditions that appalled him, and expressed him 
self thus: "From the least of them even unto the 
greatest of them, every one is given to covetous 
ness; and from the prophet even unto the priest 
every one dealeth falsely." Under such leader 
ship the next statement rcllows as a matter of 
course. It is this: "They have healed also the 
hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, say 
ing, peace, peace; when there is no peace." 
(Jeremiah 6:13-14.) 
In this good month of March, 19 2 5, a pastor 

came into my study one day to talk over the situ 
ation with the churches of his town. I shall not 
attempt to report his language. Nor shall I 
detail the specific statements made with refer 
ence to the practices of the leaders in religious 
matters in his town. Suffice it to say that he and 
Jeremiah had exactly the same feeling with re 
gard to their respective surroundings. Is his 
experience an exceptional one? Is the cause the 
same in both cases? Is it true now that the 
"hurt" has been healed only "slightly?" Is it 
true that men have cried "peace," when there 
was no peace? Are we trying to build a spiritual 
edifice out of carnal material? Are we trying to 
persuade people that they are perfectly sound, 
and need no physician, when a little careful 
scrutiny would reveal the fact that just beneath 
the surface one would find conditions very much 
as Isaiah described them in his day? He said, 
"The whole head is sick, and the whole heart 
faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the 
head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, 
and bruises, and putrifying sores." (Isaiah 1: 
5-6.) 
In the sixth century B. C. a great teacher 

arose in China whose fundamental thesis was that 
man's nature is essentially good, and all he needs 
is a proper definition of the laws of right. This 
teacher was Confucius. Conditions about him 
were terrible, but he thought he could reform 
them by law. He said, "If any one among the 
princes would employ me I would effect some 
thing considerable in the course of twelve 
months, and in three years the government would 
be perfected." Accordingly, Dr. Grant says that 
one of the Dukes appointed him chief magistrate 
of a town, and then minister of crime. He began 
to apply his theories, and for a while they 
seemed to work well. The order and prosperity 
of the province • "excited the jealousy of the 
neighboring states, and plots were set on foot to 
induce the Duke to neglect his minister. Beauti 
ful girls, well skilled in music and dancing, and 
the finest horses were sent as presents to his 
Majesty, and they completely captured him. In 


