
Page 4 BIBLICAL RECORDER 

DR. \VILI,IAJ\1 B. R.OYALL 

WEDNESDAY, JANUAR.Y 20, 1926 

By G. W. Paschal 

With the close of tb.e recitation period before 
the Chr Istmas holidays Dr. William Bailey Royall, 
Professor of Greek, rounded out sixty years of 
service in teaching Greek to the students of Wa.k e 
Forest College. He may well be regarded as 
the dean of the Greek teachers of the country if 
not of the world. And he has other claims to 
that distinction beside his long years of service. 
He is second to none in the accuracy and pre 
cision of his scholarship, and his keen apprecia 
tion of the niceties of the Greek language and 
the beauty of its literature. He loves the classics, 
Homer and Sophocles, Thucydides and Plato; he 
loves with a more sacred devotion the Greek of 
Mark and Luke and John and Paul. And he has 
been able to inspire his students from the first 
till now ·with some of his own enthusiasm and 
passion. The result is that today we find Greek 
occupying a place of distinction in Wake Forest 
College such as it has in hardly another college. 
Interest in its study has not :flagged through all 
these years. Even during the confusion of col 
lege work caused· by the World War the students 
of Wake Forest demanded Greek. For the pres 
ent semester the registrations in Greek number 
13 9, which is larger than those of any other 
foreign language except French. Feeling sure 
that many will desire to know something more 
of the life of the man who has made this record 
I am undertaking the following sketch. 

Dr. Royall was the son of Dr. William Royall, 
for many years a professor in Wake Forest Col 
lege, and of Elizabeth Bailey Royall. On both 
sides his ancestry was distinguished. His grand 
father on his mother's side was Dr. William 
Bailey, a graduate of the Royal School of Sur 
geons of London. For an account of Dr. Royall's 
birth and early years we have the following state 
ment which he made himself in an article by Dr. 
A. T. Robertson in the "Baptist Standard" of 
February 19, 1925: 

"I was born in Mount Pleasant, South 
Carolina, in sight of the city of Charleston on 
September 2, 1844. My father in 1850 be 
came a misisonary in Florida. He had al 
ways been very fond of Greek, and when I 
was nine or ten years old, as a sort of recrea 
tion, he began to teach me this language. 
I soon began to realize its beauty, and the 
ambiLon was enkindled in me to learn it 
thoroughly. In 18 5 5 my father was called 
to a professorship in Furman University. At 
the age of twelve I was prepared to enter 
college and went through half of the junior 
year at Furman, when my father was called 
to Wa ke Forest College, from which institu 
tion I was graduated in 1861. My professor 
of Greek at Furman was Prof. P. C. Edwards, 
a great scholar and Greek enthusiast. Dur 
ing the year 18 5 9 I was brought under the 
magnetic influence of Dr. John A. Broadus, 
which had much to do with sharpening my 
appetite for the rich things that are to be 
found in the wonderful language in which 
Plato and Paul spoke and wrote." 

When the young Royall matriculated in Wake 
Forest College in January 1860, he found the 
institution freed at length. from financial em 
barrassment and with a fair endowment already 
in good popular and scholastic standing. Such 
young men as T. H. Pritchard, J. H. Mills, A. J. 
Emerson and J. D. Hufham had graduated from 
its classes. Dr. Wingate, the young and saintly 
President, had in his Faculty Professors Sim 
mons, Royall, Foote and Walters. They rigidly 
enforced entrance requirements which at this 
day would carry credit for not less than fifteen 
units, including four years of Latin and two years 
of Greek. In the college course four years of 
Latin and four years of Greek were prescribed. 
Every student recited three times a day, once be 
fore breakfast, and once each in the forenoon and 
afternoon. In the intermediate periods of not 
less than two hours each the students were re 
quired to be in their rooms preparing for the next 
recitation. With such training it is little wonder 
that the college of that day with fewer than a 
hundred students turned out men who were very 
giants, but I mention it to snow what training in 
Latin and Greek an enthusiastic student who had 
begun the study at nine years of age must have 
had when he graduated after eight years devoted 
to 'their study. The records show that Royall's 
interest in these studies was unabated at Wake 
Forest. His grades in all his courses in both 
languages were around 9 5 for the three terms 
he was at Wake Forest. 

Graduating in 1861 in the same class with 
Dr Royall, at a commencement a month earlier 

than usual on account of the impending war, 
were F. A. Belcher, J. T. Deans, W. R. Lindsay, 
D. G. McNiillan, L. R. Mills, J. B. Richardson, 
T. F. Toon, and C. S. Wooten. Like the most 
of the others young Royall was soon in the war. 
In September 1861 when barely seventeen years 
old he joined the Santee Artillery. Later he be 
came Commissary Sergeant of the Fifty-fifth 
North Carolina Regiment, of which his father 
was Chaplain, and served in this capacity until 
the end of the War, when he brought home to 
Wake Forest Grant's parole from Appomattox. 

During the War the Co'"i.Jege had suspended 
operation. In November 1865 the Trustees had 
a meeting at Forestville and authorized the re 
sumption of work in January 1866. Young Royall 
who during the fall of that year had been teach 
ing at the Forestville Academy with the strictness 
of disciplines learned in- army life to the utter 
amazement and surprising improvement of a class 
of hitherto unruly boys, was asked to join with 
his father, Dr. Wm. Royall, and Dr. W. G. Sim- 
mons in starting again the work of the College. 
It was in this way that he began the work of 
teaching Greek for a period which extends from 
the opening of College after the Civil War until 
the present, and which embraces sixty of the 
eighty-three years during which Wake Forest has 
been actively a college. 

An examination of the catalogues of the Col 
lege will reveal how steadily and strongly Dr. 
Royall kept his Greek Department in step with 
the rather wonderful advances made in the last 
l.alf century in the various fields of Greek studies. 
Did a new and improved Greek grammar come 
from the press? Dr. Royall immediately prescribed 
it for his classes. Had new information been 
gained as a result of the study of Greek antiq ui 
ties, epigraphy, and art? Was there a new con 
tribution to the Homeric question? Dr. Royall 
saw to it that his students had the advantage of 
whatever was published. But best of all Dr. 
Hoyal] has al ways been a great teacher! with 
much native dignity and charm of manner, with 
years of public service in war and peace, in com 
plete accord with the purposes of the institution 
in which he was teaching, and with a deep sense 
of personal responsibility so to teach that each 
individual student might get that training that 
would fit him best for his life work. Further 
more his old students would testify that he never 
let any one hold the delusion that one might learn 
Greek without mastering the details of the lan 
gua.ge with accuracy and thoroughness. Drill, 
drill, drill, was the rule in his elementary classes, 
and because he knew the importance of this, for 
many years he taught the beginners himself. Nor 
did he leave off this passion for accuracy when 
he came to interpret the masterpieces of Greek 
literature. He was not content unless he could 
bring the student to see all the delicate shading 
of a phrase such as is possible only in the Greek, 
and he found "all the charm of all the Muses, 
often :flowering in a lonely word." Many might 
join Dr. A. T. Robertson in recalling how in his 
classes they "reveled in his charming insight into 
the beauties of the Greek diction." 

It was the classic Greek, the Greek of Homer, 
Sophocles, Euripides, Thucydides, Xenophon, 
Plato, that Dr. Royall taught almost exclusively. 
for the first thirty years, and classic Greek still 
makes up the greater portion of the work of the 
Greek department at Wake Forest. Such men 
as A. T. Robertson, A. C. Dixon, E. M. Poteat 
and J. W1. Lynch got only the classic Greek here. 
The records of Wake Forest men in our theolog 
ical seminaries would indicate that even for those 
who later will specialize in New Testament Greek 
a preliminary training in the classical language 
and literature is much the best. 

New Testament Greek was not made an im 
portant part of the course until the year 1897-98. 
There is a reference to reading the book of Gal 
latians in the catalogue of 1869-70. After that 
there is no further reference to the Greek Testa 
ment until 18 9 2, when we find that an optional 
course in it of one hour a week was offerd. 
This was continued until 1897-98, when the course 
in New Testament Greek was made a three-hour 
course. Since 1910 this has been prescribed for 
all who take the Bachelor of Arts in the Mini 
sterial Group. Dr. Royall has taught this course 
and is still teaching it, an cl teaching it better 
perhaps this year than ever before. He has a class 
of 30 young men. Though for three years he 
has not been able to read on account of failing 
eyesight, yet with the help of a young man and 
a young woman who have long been in his home 
he has no difficulty in preparing for his classes. 
He knows the Greek Testament almost by heart 
and with a little refreshing of his memory can 
easily visualize any portion of it His hearing is 
still acute and he is quick in mind and spirit. 
The young men pursue the study with enthusiasm 

and pleasure as the aged teacher brings out the 
etynological and grammatical significance of the 
text and illuminates it with the light of a flood 
of spiritual truth with which his own heart is 
aglow. And in this work Dr. Royall"'" in these 
last years is finding his greatest joy. He tells 
us that he feels that it has had something to 
do with giving him length of days. 

And this beloved teacher takes great pride and 
joy in the men he has taught. He often calls 
their names, giving their initials, and when they 
are spoken of he shows that he is still following 
them with his interest, his sympathy and his 
love. He can still tell how in his first class in 
the Spring term of 1866 he taught H. A. Brown, 
J. C. Scarborough, J. B. Brewer, F. P. Hobgood, 
R. P. Thomas, etc., sixteen men of the 67 regis 
tered in the College for that term. In the article 
by Dr. Robertson mentioned above, he says: 

"Of the men whom I have taught there are 
found representatives in nearly every walk 
of life. Many have become able and useful 
ministers of the Gospel, and some of these 
have attained eminence in our own country 
and in other lands. From my classes have 
gone out seventeen presidents of colleges, 
three of these colleges being State institu 
tions, the A. and E., in Raleigh, Clemson 
College in South Carolina, and Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute, Auburn, Ala.; many 
heads of academies, governors, members of 
Congress, professors of Greek in colleges, 
professors in theological seminaries. Among 
those who have been my students are to be 
numbered physicians and surgeons who have 
won distinction. The law has also been 
furnished from these classes with men who 
have stood high in the profession. Others 
from my classes have not been worse off in 
the business world on account of their hav 
ing studied Greek." 

Dr. Royall has given his life to Wake Forest 
College and the work to which the Lord has 
called him here. 

Though he has had offers to go elsewhere his 
devotion to this work has kept him at Wake 
Forest. And I say he has given his life to it. 
At first his salary was an indeterminate amount. 
Afterwards it was $600 per annum, then $750. 
then $1,000, then, when he was made a full pro 
fessor in 1871, $1,200. Only in the last few 
years have the Wake Forest salaries been respect: 
able even on the well known low standard of 
salaries of college professors. We learn from 
Professor Mills in his article, "Forty Years in the 
Wilderness," that when salaries were at the 
lowest, side meat was about 3 5 cents a pound, 
flour $26 a barrel and kerosene oil $1.50 a gal 
lon. "Still," says Professor Mills, "Professor 
W. B. Royall and I had learned to live on the 
east wind in Lee's army and I can see how he 
and I managed to live." · 

For the two years from June 1882 to June 
1884, from the resignation of the Presidency of 
the College by Dr. T, H. Pritchard until the elec 
tion of Dr. C. E. Taylor to that place, Dr. Royall 
was Chairman of the Faculty, and had all the 
duties of the chief executive officer. In those 
years the Collega was doing some of its best 
work. Dr. Royall had not sought the place and 
thought to resign it after the first year. The fol 
lowing extracts from his first report to the Board 
of Trustees shows how at that time, as always, 
Dr. Royall was looking to Goel to bless the Col 
lege and its work. He says: 

"The good hand of God has been upon our 
beloved College during the Session now clos 
ing. Faithful instruction, diligent applica 
tion to study, excellent order, and exemption 
from dangerous epidemics have marked the 
year's record. More than all this, we be 
lieve gracious influences from the Divine 
Spirit have given tone and ·direction to a 
large proportion of the work done." ..... 
"In conclusion, it is with unfeigned gratitude 
to God for his gracious guidance, and with 
sincere appreciation of your confidence, that 
I now surrender to you the trust which you 
gave temporarily to my hands, nearly a year 
ago. I have sought to do the work, which 
was thus unexpectedly put upon inexperienced 
shoulders, as in the sight constantly of Him 
with whom is the final reckoning, and who 
'of God is made unto us Wisdom'." 

On coming to Wake Forest as a student Dr. 
Royall along with his father, mother and sister 
Mary (Mrs. Hobgood) on February 25, 1860 
joined the Wake Forest Baptist Church. His mem 
bership has been with this church continuously 
since that time. Probably no other has been a 
member so long. In the fall of the same year 
he paid the $30 fee and became a life member 
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of the Baptist State Convention, and doubtless 
paid his part to the $500 annual contribution that 
the Wake Forest Church even at that time under 
the leadership of Dr. Wingate was making to 
the objects of the Convention. In November 
18 6 6 he was licensed to preach the Gospel, and 
was ordained on the first Sunday evening in 
April of 18 6 9. He was already assisting his 
father with his churches and was soon engaged 
as a regular pastor. For thirty years, from 18 7 4 
to 1894, he was pastor of the Forestville Baptist 
Church, for twenty years of the Youngsville 
Church, and for thirteen years of the Rolesville 
Church. His congregations were very fond of him 
and he greatly loved them and his work among 
them. Though he was not a great orator his ser 
mons al ways had a Gospel message in simple, 
chaste language On the death of Dr. Wingate in 
February 18 7 9 he was chosen to preach the 
funeral sermon. 

For fifty years Dr. Royall was Secretary of the 
Board of Education. For nine years, from 18 7 2 
to 18 8 O, he wrote the reports of the Board for 
the Baptist State Convention. How thoroughly 
he was in sympathy with the work of educating 
men called of God to preach the Gospel may be 
seen from the following words taken from the 
Report for 1879: 

"In no work of the Convention has the 
blessing of God been more signally displayed. 
In every part of our State and beyond her 
borders are to be found men of God, full of 
faith and the Holy Ghost, who were its bene 
ficiaries. Ten thousand times have many of 
them repaid all that was expended in their 
behalf. The influence they are exerting time 
cannot unfold. The very names of some of 
them are sweet in Zion. Wrest from the 
work done by the Baptists of North Carolina 
so much of it as has been, under God, ac 
complished by them, and there would be 
lamentation among our Israel." 

In 1903-04 in company with his w~fe ·Dr. 
Royall traveled in Europe, worked a while in 
the British Museum and studied the antiquities 
of Greece and Rome. In all places his native 
dignity and grace as well as his scholarship and 
culture and intelligent interest gained for him 
with both scholars and dignitaries of church and 
state reception and recognition. Nor has "the 
noble Greek scholar at Wake Forest," as Dr. 
Robertson affectionately calls him, failed of recog 
nition at home. In 1887 the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity was conferred upon him by Judson 
College, in 19 0 7 that of Doctor of Laws by Fur 
man University. 

Dr. Royall has been singularly blessed in his 
home life. On September 6, 18 71 he married 
Miss Sarah Hall. With her he lived in restful 
happiness until her death in 1919. Their four 
sons are no longer at Wa ke Forest and he shares 
his home with others whom he loves and who 
look after his personal comfort. But his library, 
which is his living-room, not only serves as his 
classroom, but for many years has been a place 
of pilgrimage. And many turn their feet thither. 
The people of Wake Forest go there and find that 
he shares their community and social interests. 
The glad-hearted little girl likes to go and get 
his greetings, and comes away the happier. The 
little boy who wants to hear first hand of Gen 
eral Lee and the battles of the Civil War goes 
to Dr. Royall. He has recently said, "I am con 
scious of a gravitation in my heart towards 
children, and these I number among my very 
best friends." The visitors to our town and col 
lege, many of them men of distinction from this 
and other States, many of them former students, 
hardly feel that they have seen Wake Forest un 
less they have seen Dr. Royall. They find him 
though almost blind and unable to walk in full 
possession of his wonderful mental and spiritual 
faculties. He will discuss with keen interest and 
acute observations men and women he has known, 
the world of yesterday, history, literature, art, 
music, radio. But those who have talked with 
him of the Kingdom of Heaven, its interests and 
work, the dealings of God with men, the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Bible especially the 
Greek Testament, will testify that in his talking 
of these themes the glow of his soul is felt with 
unusual warmth. They know how true it is that 
this gentle man is of God's inner circle, that he 
dwells in the secret place of the Most High, year 
in year out, and abides under the shadow of the 
Almighty. I have heard him utter his hope thus: 
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life." 

Do Good to All Men :-Let us not be weary in 
well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if 
we faint not. 


