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Baptist 
Church Is 
Large 

By RAY HASSELL 
Special Correspondent 

COLUMBIA - The Col 
umbia Missionary Baptist 
Church, located on the corner 
of Bridge and Road streets, is 
one of the largest in the coun 
ty. It has undergone many 
changes and additions in its 
rich history. 

The church itself dates 
back to the mid-1800s. Before 
1869, there does not appear to 
have been any organized Bap 
tist church in the Columbia 
area except one located in 
what was known as the 
Soundside neighborhood. 
Therefore, the people resid 
ing south of town had no 
organization or place of 
worship. They were atending 
religious services at the Shar 
on Church Building, which 
was used as a "free church" 
by several denominations. 
That building was located ab 
out 21/2 miles south of Col 
umbia. 

Columbia Missionary Baptist Church 

hers. Henry Cooper, Austin 
Parrish er and Timothy Swain 
elected were elected the first 
deacons. Austin Parrisher 
also was elected the church's 
first clerk. 

when it was removed and the 
present building erected and 
occupied. 
On Aug. 6, 1887, the name 

was changed from Sharon 
Baptist to the Columbia Mis 
sionary Baptist Church. 

Four men have been 
elected lifetime honorary 
deacons - R.S. Knight, J.W. 
Hamilton, J.H. Bateman and 
Marvin Cooper. Of the four, 
Marvin Cooper is still living 
and active. 

Thus, with a handful of men 
and women, the Sharon Bap 
tist Church was brought into 
existance. Now known as the 
Columbia Missionary Baptist 
Church, it is the largest, most 
progressive and active reli 
gious organization in Tyrrell 
County. 

·'fhe first Sunday in August 
of 1878, the church resolved 
to mo.ve its conference to the 
county court house. Later, 
property where the first 
church building as built was 
donated by William McClees 
and his wife. Records do not 
disclose the exact date when 
the building was completed 
and first occupied. This 
building was used until 1906. 

Ida B. Spruill, an organist, 
is the member who has ren 
dered the longest service in 
the church history-a total of 
50 years as organist. Chester 
Twiddy, also an organist, re 
cently retired after 16 years of 
service. 

During the first part of 1869, 
Benjamin Paramore, Austin 
Parrisher, Henry N. Cooper, 
Betsy and Sally Paramore, 
Eliza Parrisher and a few 
other devout men and women 
of the Baptist faith started a 
movement to get a Baptist 
church organized. On Sept. 
17, 1869 they met with a num 
ber of ordained ministers at 
the Sharon Church. From this 
meeting came the new 
church. It had five men and 
five women as its initial mem- 

There have been 37 pastors 
at this church, with the Rev. 
Joseph Wynnes as its present 
pastor. 



Christmas Program 
At Columbia Baptist 
A Christmas <lrama will be 

presented at the Columbia 
Baptist Church Sunday, Dec. 19, 
at 7:30 p.m. 
An adaptation of the 

Christmas story from scripture, 
the program also will feature 
carol singing. 
The Rev. Earl Hartley, 

pas for, cordially invites 
e\teryone to attend. 

Maiden News 
Manteo:~ 
~McDowell News 
Marshall: News-Record 
Marshville Home 



DR. ROBERT E. GRAY will . 
lead a revival at Columbia 
Baptist Church June 6 through 
l& ar I! p.m. each evening. 
Originally from Newport 

News, Va., Dr. Gray graduated 
from Union Seminary in Rich 
mond. 
He is now serving Edenton 

Baptist' Church in Edenton, 
·where he lives with his wife and 
three children. 
Dr. Gray has served as 

trustee of Chowan College, 
Murfreesboro, and in many 
capacities in the North Carolina 
Baptist State Convention. · 

Manteo: Coastland Times 
rotat1011. IVicboweii News 
Marshall: News-Record 
Marshville Home 
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~r. H. T. Stevens. 
Associate Director. 
Raleigh. H. :; • 

A. L. WAU<ER & CO. 
A GENERAL MERCANTILE BUSINESS 

COLUMBIA, N. C. 

July, 15th. 1930. 

Dear Sir:- 

In answer to your letter of July 2nd. asking f••· 
a brief history of the church. 

Celumbia Baptest church was organized in the year 

1869, ~he Farther of the writer was one of ten that organixed 

the church, at Sharen, about twe and half miles from Celumbia, 

after a few yea.rs the church building was begun at 6 lumbia. 

and during that time services were held in the Curt House, 

by permission of the County Beard of Commissienera, the church 

building was completed in the year 1880, and since that time 

there has been Sunday School centinusly, and with only one 

exception of one year, the Church has had a Pastor, and at 

this time the Rev, J.M. Everett, is Pastor four Qhurch. 

The collection on the first Sunday in each month fr m the 

Sunday Schoel goes to the Orphanage. 

1e have the name of our church a.isplayed, but it 

made Qf wood, and we will appreciate, a mettle plate as 

mentioned in your letter, 0tateing as f llows. 

C lumbia Misif1nary Baptest Church, 
Organized 1869. 

Respectfylly .. 
A. 1. Walker, Church Trea. 

A. Lj Walker, Sect. Sunday School. 
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JColumbia Bapt?s\ 
Church Sponsors 
Basketball Team 
"We're number one," was the 

cry of the Columbia Baptist 
Church Royal Ambassadors 
Crusader basketball team after 
their unquestionable victory 
over the Blackwell Baptist 
Church team Jan. 13. 
The Columbia R. A.'s are 

highly ranked in their first year 
of play. Most of these boys have 
been taught the basics from 
dribbling the ball to all-pro 
defensive and offensive plays. 
"Our boys are number one in 

our hearts, whether they win or 
lose, just as long as they play 
fair and give it their best. We 
know what each boy can and 
cannot do because we have 
established and maintained a 
very dose relationship with 
each one on the team," 
remarked coaches Ray Hassell 
and David Ward. 
After the conference games 

end, the team goes into asso 
cia tional tournament com 
petition. Many trophies are 
given out at the end of the 
season. After the basketball 
season ends, the group plans to 
begin track teams and little 
league baseball teams. 
The Crusaders are from six to 

eleven years old. The Christian 
group is involved in activities 
other than sports, such as 
collecting food for the needy in 
the community. The Baptist 
Young Women's. group sells 
refreshments at the games, and 
the money raised goes toward a 
worthy ca use. 

·All home games are played at 
the Tyrrell Elementary School 
gym and are free to the public. 
"We have had an execellent 
turnout of parents and friends 
for our games;" remarked 
Coach Hassell. 
The first Royal Am 

bassadors Banquet was held 
Jan. 24, with guest speaker 
Elwood Harrell of Berea 
Baptist Church. Harrell is a 
coach and former association 
R. A. D. director. 
An R. A. choir for boys ages 

six through twelve has been 
organized, and will sing at the 
church upon invitation. 
Eight churches are repre 

sen ted in the RA.'s and the 
group continues to grow, with 34 
boys currently in the group. 
Guest speakers at meetings 

include Jack Harris, Orville 
Howett, and Elwood Harrell// 
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New Minister 
\ 

,::!'HE WYNNS have recently moved to Tyrrell County where he will 
serve as the minister of two local churches. He will preach on first 
and third Sundays at one church and second and fourth Sunday's at 
the other. He will serve the Columbia Missionary Baptist and 
Sound Side Missionary Baptist churches. (Etta Armstrong photo) 

Columbia Gets New Minister 
By ETTA ARMSTRONG 

COLUMBIA - A Missionary 
Baptist minister has moved to 
Tyrrell County to serve two 
churches. 
Joseph B. Wynns, 48, 

graduated in in May from 
Southeastern Seminary at Wake 
Forest where he received his 
masters degree in divinity. He 
has a B. A. in religion from, 
Campbqll College and an 
associatehfegree from Chowan 
College in Murfreesboro. • 
Wynns served 20 years in the 

U.S. Marine Corps and retired 
as a master sergeant before 
entering the ministery. 
"I was stationed in North 

Carolina, Virginia, South 
Carolina and Hawaii," he said. 
"While going to school I 

pastored- two churches, the 
Eureka Baptist Church in 
Corapeake and the Missionary 
Church in Powellsville. 
Wynns and his wife Evelyn 

have five children, Joe Jr. who 
runs the golf course for Camp 
bell College; Mrs. Joe Duke of 
Eure, Michelle, a student at the 
College of the Albemarle in 
Elizabeth City; and eight year 
old twins, Mark and Mike. 
Wynns said, "It wasn't easy 
e~c.;chool and raising a ... - 

family but my family made my 
education their first priority. 
"My son and I graduated 

from Chowan College together. 
Someway Dad got ahead and I 
graduated from Campbell l 
ahead of him, but the next year I 
I wa_s able to present him his ; 
diploma,'"Said Joe Jr. ' 
The Wynns said, "We like 1 

Columbia. The people are great. 
They are a strong people with a 
gentleness that you don't find in 
most communities. 
"I preach at the Columbia 

church on the first and third 
Sundays and on the second and 1 

fourth Sundays I preach at the 
Sound Side Missionary Baptist 
Church," Wynns added. 

A
,.,...;._ . --- - 

Manteo: Coas~land Timtl 
Marion: McDowell News 
Marshall: News-Record J ~ 
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Columbia, N .c , 
Nov 4th -30 

We, the Committee appointed by the Columbia Baptist 
Church of Columbia N.C. herewith submit a brief outline- of the his 
tory of the church as has been recorded up to the present time •.. 

The Church was organized September l?th 1869 at a place 
called Sharron about 2t miles from Columbia. A Presbytery of 
regular ordained ministers consisting of Rev.BB Williama, Rev. 
J.M. c. Luke and Rev. John D. Lee met at Sharron Church on Riders 
Creek for the purpose of organizing a regular Missionary Baptist. 
Church. 

On Sep. 12th 1869 the Presbytery organjz ed by hev. B. B. 
Williams moderator and John D. Lee Clerk met at the Sharron Church 
for the purpose of enrolling members. The following names were 
enrolled: Brethern, Buryman Paremore, Henry N. Cooper, David Cooper, 
Austin Parrisher, Timothy Swain·. 
Sisters, Betsey Paramore, Sally Paramore, hliza A Mann, Martha Swain 
and Eliza Parrisher. 

After adopting the covenant and rules and decorum of the 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church as their basis of agreement and guidance, the 
Moderator on behalf of the Presbytery extended the right hand of 
fellowship to the newly constituted members and gave the charge. 
An opportunity was offered for the reception of members. Sister 
Elizabeth Bagby presented a letter of dismission from the church at 
Sandy Cross and was received. 

On motion of brother Timothy Swain, Austin Parrisher and 
Henry N. Cooper were appointed deacons of the church and ordained in 
due favor. On motion, Bro. Austin Parrisher was appointed clerk 
of the church. The work being concluded the meeting adjourned till 
first Lord's day in Oet. 1869. 

In August 1878 the church moved to Columbia and held 
meetings at the Court Houie. J. c. Luke was .l?astor and L Bariight, 
Clerk. Pastor Luke served from f869 to 18?9. He.was a faithful 
servant of God and did a lasting work. Rev. Thomas H Bonner was 
called and served one year (1880) 

The following trustees ~ere elected by tne church: 
A. Parrisher, JC Meekins, Timothy Swain and L Basnight. 

In 1881 Rev. AW Burfoot was called and served the 
church until 1884. 

The first Union meeting was held in Columbia on the 
fifth Sunday of July 1881. 

The first church was erected in Columbia in 1882 
On Saturday Sept 1st., while the church was in conference, a. motion 
was made to extend a vote of thanks to the County Board of'Commiss 
ioners for the use of the Courthouse and the clerk, RP Felton was 
instructed to notify them of the church's action. During 1885 
Rev Joseph D Bond served as pastor. 



Rev. AW Burfoot served in 1886 in vbich year the 
Chowan Association met with Columbia Baptist Church, May llth ., ev. 
RB Collier stkceeded Rev.Burfoot and served three years. In 
1.888 an organ was purchased. In 1890 Rev. Chas. W Matthews was 
called and served one year. Rev.RV Savage followed and served un 
til 1894, then there followed a period of three years in which 

, no pastor served the cnurch. In 1897 Rev. josiah Elliott a devout 
man of God was called to fill the gap and held the fort for one ~ar. 

In 1899 Rev.RB. Rickard. In 1890 there was no pastor. 
In 1901 Rev. w. R. Carawan was called and served until 1903. ~n 
1904 Rev. Duncan McCloud. In 1905 - 6 Rev.NP Stallings. In 1906 
present church was built and dedicated. In 1907 Rev.CL Owens ser 
ved t year. Rev. Mr. Daily began his ministry the last half of 
1907 and served until the first half of 1908. Rev. w. B. Mottin 
followed and served until the und of 1911. Rev J A Willowby, 1912. 
Rev.RE. Bric~~ouse 1913 - 14. 1915 no pastor. 1916 - 17 Rev.HT 
.Lamb 1918 - 19 Rev. R I, Gay, 1920 -21 hev. R. S. Monds carried the 
work through the first half of 1922. The remaining half of 1922 and 
all of 1923 were without a pastor. Rev M. F. Booe served through 
1924 and8 months of 1925. March 1st 1926 Rev. J J Jo~nson was called 
and served. one year.. Sept )..st 1927 Rev. T. s. Crutchfield was 
called and served until May 31st 1929. Nov let. 1929 Rev.JM: bverett 
was called and is now serving the church. 

Rev.JM Everett 
S J Holloway 
AL Watker, Committee 
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