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HISTORY OF COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Route 2, Box 319, Lexington, N. C. 

By: Mrs. Ruby Kepley, Church Clerk 

In the year 1954, the Rev. W. N. Parker of Thomasville, a member of Greenwood 
Baptist Church, conducted a tent revival in the Gordontown Community. At that 
time some of those attending expressed a desire to have a Baptist mission in 
the community. After careful thought and consideration, and with help from 
Greenwood Church, Rev. Parker and his wife rented a store building from Mr.Purn 
Gordon. With only a few in attendance, the work began, and was known as the 
Gordontown Baptist Mission. With much hard work and many prayers, the mission 
grew and prospered. In the latter part of 1957, Rev. Parker resigned; and Rev. 
Allen McGee, also a member of Greenwood Baptist Church, was called. 

In August of 1958, under the leadership of Rev. McGee, the mission was organized 
into a churcn and was named by its members, Community Missionary Baptist Church. 
At the time of organization there were nineteen charter members: Rev. McGee, 
Dorothy McGee, Linda Beeson, Pauline Gordon, Maude Gordon, Hattie Gordon, Frank 
Gordon, Purn Gordon, Nell Gordon, Joann Hunt, Letha Hicks, William Lange, Annie 
Lange, Bill Lewallen, Sara Lewallen, Effie Kinley, Ruby Jarrett, Eva Snider and 
Betty Sue Varner. 

On October 12, 1958, the church elected the first trustees and in 1958, the first 
budget was drawn up. In November 1958, the land on which the present building 
stands was purchased from Mr. Billy Starbuck for $250.00 and work was begun on 
the basement of the church. 

In Sept-ember, 1959, Rev. McGee resigned and Rev . Robert Mabe was called as pas tor. 
The first deacons were elected in 1959. In December of that year, the basement 
was completed and the first service held in the new basement building on the second 
Sunday in December. The auditorium was finished in 1960 and the first service was 
held in the new auditorium December 11th. 

Rev. Mabe res~gned as pastor in February, 1961, and Rev. Jack Lanier was called. 
During the year, many improvements were made in the Sunday School by adding class 
rooms and "a nursery; Training Union was organized with forty-nine present al th~ 
first meeting and plans were made to organize a Woman's Missionary Society. 

In 1962, the lot adjoining the church ~roperty was purchased to be used as a building 
site for a parsonage; also, in that year, land was cleared and prepared for a 
cemetery. Mission work was conducted at the Pine Knoll Rest Home, for which a 
Certificate bf Award was presented_to the church from the State Convention. Also, 
in 1962, an entrance hall was added to the building, and pews were purchased to 
replace the chairs. Many of the pews were donated by members and friends of the 
church. 

In 1963, the church voted to adopt a Constitution and By-Laws. A shelter over the 
back entrance was constructed and a new heating system was installed. 
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In 1964, the yard was graded and leveled and Lhe cemetery was laid off in plots. 
The parsonage was built in 1965. In 1966, a new porch was added to the church 
building. By this time, the church membership had increased from nineteen to 
seventy-five. 

In 1967, Rev. Fred Carlton was called as pastor. During his pastorate, the church 
continued to grow. In May of 1970, Rev. Carlton resigned and Doug Adams served as 
supply pastor until June when Rev. Bill Hyde was called. By 1971, the church debt 
was paid in full. In 1971, the W.M.U. held projects to raise money to carpet the 
auditorium. In 1972, a shelter was built for the picnic a r e a . In 1973, the church 
steeple was remodeled and guttering was installed. In 1974, the church observed 
Youth Sunday, which proved to be instrumental in reaching the youth of the church 
and conununity. 

On April 6, 1976, Rev. Hyde resigned and Rev. Robert Mabe served as supply pastor 
until July 10, 1977, when the church called Rev. Glenn Snider, who is now serving 
as pastor. 

On August 10, 1977, plans were drawn [or three new class rooms, restrooms, and 
a baptistry to be added to the present structure. Donations of material were made 
by members of the church. The additions were completed in October, 1978. The 
first person to be.baptized in the new baptistry was Robin Hunt, along with thirteen 
others. 

During this year, 1980, two classrooms were converted into a fellowship hall, and a 
new steeple has been installed. The present church membership is one hundred forty. 

Many changes have been made through the years, many hardships have been experienced, 
but always through God's help, the church has continued to grow and prosper. 


