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As I tum back in the pages of the 
'minutes of our Church records, I 
can see it was a different time and 
ere. I think of these Christian 
leaders as strong and zealous and 
courteous as they stepped out and 
stood up to start a new church in 
their community. We the members 
of this church today feel honored to 
be a part of the church which God 
has let stand on a hill in the 
Chestnut Grove community for one 
hundred years. We would like to 
share some of its history with you. 
Chestnut Grove Church is located 

five miles east of Sparta, North 
Carolina. This church stood in fifth 
place on the roll of churches in the 
Alleghany Baptist Association one 
hundred years ago. There appears 
on yellowed pages of the church 
clerk's book the following penned 
in a clear legible hand: 
"On the fifth day of September 

1897 Revs. D.J. Roberts and R.K. 
Johnson baptized in the Little 
River; W.M. Anders, John 
Spearling, M.M. Shaw, Nancy 
Spurlin, Stella Johnson, Mary 
Fender, Lela Fender and Annes 
Edwards. After which the 
congregation repaired to the grove 

· (at the close of an eight day 
meeting) when Revs. J. D. Roberts, 
R.K. Johnson and F.B. Cheek 
proceeded to organize the above 
named brethren and sister under the 
preceding church covenant into the 
regular Baptist Church. 
After which by motion named the 

church, "Chestnut Grove". By 
motion 'published an open door 
when Rev. R.K. Johnson by letter 
from the Sparta Baptist Church and 
C.J. Anders by application and 
recommendation were received. On 
motion agreed to meet the 2nd 
Sunday and Saturday of each month 
for regular meeting. On motion 
elected Rev. J.D. Roberts pastor; 
F.B. Cheek, D.J. Roberts and R.K. 
Johnson presbytery. " 
The church·covenant was adopted 

and assigned by the twelve 
members, the same day the church 
was organized. It reads: "We, the 
undersigned having been led, as we 
believe, by the Spirit of God to 
receive· the Lord as our Savior, and 
profession of faith, we do now in 
the presence of God and angels, 
and this assembly, most solemnly 
and joyfully enter into covenant 
with one another as a body with 
Christ. 
We engage, therefore, by the aid 

of the Holy Spirit to walk together 
in Christian love; to strive for 
advancement of this church in the 
knowledge, holiness and comfort; 
to promote its prosperity, to sustain 
its worship ordinances, discipline 
and doctrine; to contribute 
cheerfully to the support of the 
ministry, the church and the relief 
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of the poor, and the spread of the 
gospel through all nations. Also we 
engage to maintain family and 
secret devotion; to religiously 
educate our children, to seek the 
salvation of our kindred and 
acquaintances; to walk 
circumspectfully in the world; to be 
just in our dealings, faithful in our 
engagements, and exemplary in our 
deportment; to avoid tattling, 
backbiting, excessive anger; to 
abstain from the sale and use of 
intoxicating drinks as a beverage 
and to be zealous in our effort to 
advance the kingdom of our Savior. 
We further engage to watch over 

each other in brotherly love, to 
remember each other in prayer; to 
aid each other in Christian 
sympathy in feelings in courtesy, in 
speech and be slow to take offense 
but always ready for reconciliation 
and mine full of rules of our Savior 
to secure it with delay. 
We moreover engage that when 

. we remove from this place, we will 
as soon as possible unite with some 
other church where .we can carry 
out the spirit of this covenant and 
the principals of God's word." 
The year 1897 was a fast moving 

one for Chestnut Grove Church. 
Soon after the organization, the 
church became a member of two 

· associations in only three months. 
(The Association was going through 
the transition period from 'Ashe - 
Alleghany to Alleghany-Grayson 
Association). Rev. R.K. Johnson, 
B.B. Brooks, and John Spearling 
were appointed to represent the 
church in Ashe-Alleghany 
Association on Sept. 28-30, 1897. 
The Rev. R.K. Johnson, W.W. 
Anders and B.B. Brooks were 
elected delegates to the convention 
held at Sparta Baptist Church on 
December 5, 1897 when the 
Alleghany-GraysonAssociation was 
organized. 
The first deacons of the church 

were, John Sperlin and W.W. 
Anders. (W.W. Anders was also -...... 

the first church clerk.) In the 
1940's, Howard Brooks and Samuel 
Perry served as Deacons. In later 
years, Woodrow Blevins; George 
Taylor, John Irwin, Clifton 
Edwards, Kenneth Hunt, John 
Blevins, Ward Howell, Brad 
Wooten and Dean Cox served as 
deacons. 
The clerk's book records that 

L.A. Caudle was ordained in the 
ministry in 1903 by the same 
presbytery that organized. the 
church. 
Chestnut Grove Church has 

conducted revivals up to the present 
time. Evidently has been a major 
effort throughout the church's 
history. In the early years there 
were additions at nearly every 
service. Also, then, committees 
were appointed to see after those in 
need, and to invite dilatory 
members to "fill their seats" at 
church services. Discipline must 
have been strict. 
The church grounds were donated 

by Isaac F. . Edwards. The first 
church building erected was a small 
frame building. It was repaired in 
1910 and was also used for a 
school house for several years. The 
brick sanctuary was constructed in 
-1939 when the Rev. A.F. Absher 
was pastor: Several improvements 
have been made over the years. In 
1964 an oil heating system was 
installed. Also new Sunday School 
rooms were built around that time. 

· In the 1970s the church was 
remodeled, carpeted and new pews 
were put in. In the 1980s the floors 
were finished and additional carpet 
laid. Deacon Chairs, Communion 
table and a fan, were donated by 
some of the members. Also a well 
was dug, rest rooms, fellowship 
hall and new entrance was added. 
In the 1990s beautiful stained glass 
windows were put in, the parking 
lot was paved. new lighting put in, 
the pews were padded and a new 
hearing system was installed. 

The Chestnut Grove Baptist 
Church uses the "Lord's Acre" 
plan. The Irish potatoes and beans 
sold, aided in meeting the financial 
goals of the church. 
According to the clerk's book 

Sunday School was organized in 
1912 and about 1940 the first 
Vacation Bible School was held. 
The first grave was made in the 

cemetery was 1944 and it was 
fenced in soon afterwards. 
The pastors of the church have 

been: Revs. R.K. Johnson, F.B. 
Cheek, James Shumate, D.M. 
Stamper, Ezekiel Blevins, J.F. 
Fletcher, W.J. Banks, W.L. 
Hoppers, J.D. Roberts, P.H. Hare, 
S. Landreth Blevins, N.C. Teague, 
W. Franklin, John L. Underwood, 
Arthur F. Absher, Gwyn R. 
Blackbum, Herbert Caldwell, 
Charlie Andrews, Johnny Edwards, 
Edgar Castevens, Charlie 
Richardson, Everette Shaw, Garnet 
Smith, Jackie Richardson, Arlie 

. Simmons, Ralph Smith, Hobert 
Dowell, Gary Osborne, James 
Phipps, Donald Shaw, James Smith 
and Charlie Bennett. 
Church clerks have been W.W. 

Anders, John Sperling, J.S. 
Chambers, J.P. Jordan, Willard 
Edwards, Belvia Brooks, Annie 
Perry, Lena Edwards, Wayne 
Edwards, Shirley Taylor Avers, 
Patsy Miles Walker, Nora Watson, 
Lucille Stoker Blevins, Thelma 
Edwards, and Olen Harris. 
The history of a church is never 
finished. It is written in the 
sacrifice and service of her 
members through the years, as they 
grow in the wisdom and knowledge 
and "in favor with. God and man". 
Mrs. A.O. Joines, Historian - 

1963; Mrs. Shirley Stamper Harris 
- Updated Information. 
The Chestnut Grove Church is 

planning to celebrate its Centennial 
at the Homecoming August 24, 
1997. Make your plans to come 
and celebrate with us on this special 
day. 



Franklin, John L. Underwood; 
Arthur F. Absher, Gwyn R1 

Blackburn, Herbert Caldwell, 
Johnny Edwards, Edgar Castevens, 
Charlie Richardson, Everette Shaw, 
Garnet Smith, Jackie Richardson, 
Arlie Simmons, Ralph Smith, 
Hobert Dowell, Gary Osborne, 
James Phipps, Donald Shaw, 
James Smith and Charlie Bennett. 
Church clerks have been W.W. 

Anders, John Sperling, J.S. 
Chambers, J.P. Jordan, Willard 
Edwards, Belvia Brooks, Annie 
Perry, Lena Edwards, Wayne Ed 
wards, Shirley Taylor Ayers, Patsy 
Miles Walker, Nora Watson, Lu 
cille Stoker Blevins, Thel'ma Ed 
wards and Olen Harris. 
The history of a church is never 

finished. It is written in the sacri 
fice and service of her members 
through the years, as they grow in 
the wisdom and knowledge and "in 
favor with God and man." 
Mrs. A.O. Joines, historian, 

1963; Mrs. Shirley Stamper Har 
ris, updated information. 

~:J-q { 
Chestnut Grove Church celebrates centennial 

The Alleghany News, Sparta NC July 17, 199~ 

with homecoming service 
By SHIRLEY HARRIS 
Chestnut Grove Baptist Church 

Chestnut Groye Baptist Church 
in -Sparta is celebrAfmg it's centen 
nial with a homecoming on Aug. 
24. Make your plans to come and 
celebrate with us on this special 
day. 
As I turn back in the pages of 

the minutes of our church records, I 
can see it was a different time and 
era. I think of these Christian lead 
ers as strong, zealous arid courteous 
as they stepped out and stood up to 
start a new church in their commu 
nity. 
We, the members of this church 

today, feel honored to be a part of 
the church that God has let stand 
on a hill in the Chestnut Grove 
community for 100 years. We 
would like to share some of its his 
tory with you. 
Chestnut Grove Church is lo 

cated five miles east of Sparta. It 
stood in fifth place on the roll of 
churches in the Alleghany Baptist 
Association 100 years· ago. There 
appears on yellowed pages of the 
church clerk's book the following 
penned in a clear, legible hand: 

"On the fifth day of September 
1897 Revs. D.J. Roberts and R.K. 
Johnson baptized in the Little 
River; W.M. Anders, John 
Spearling, M.M. Shaw, Nancy 
Spurlin, Stella Johnson, Mary 
Fender, Lela Fender and Armes Ed 
wards. 
"After which the congregation 

repaired to the gro tjat the close 

of an eight-day meeting) when 
Revs. J.D. Roberts, R.K. Johnson 
and F.B. Cheek proceeded to orga 
nize the above named brethren and 
sisters under the preceding church 
covenant into the regular Baptist 
church. 

"After which by motion named 
the church 'Chestnut Grove.' By 
motion published an open door 
when Rev. R.K. Johnson by letter 
from the Sparta Baptist Church and 
C.J. Anders by application and rec- 

, ommendation were received. 
"On motion agreed to meet the 

second Sunday and Saturday of each 
month for regular meeting. On mo 
tion elected Rev. fD. Roberts pas 
tor; F.B. Cheek, D.J. Roberts and 
R.K. Johnson presbytery." 
The church covenant was adopted 

and assigned by the 12 members, 
the same day the church was orga 
nized. It reads: "We, the under 
signed having been led, as we be 
lieve, by the spirit of God to re 
ceive the Lord as our Savior, and 
profession of faith, we do now in 
the presence of God and angels, and 
this assembly, most solemnly and 
joyfully enter into covenant with 
one another as a body with Christ. 

"We engage, therefore, by the aid 
of the Holy Spirit to walk together 
in Christian love; to strive for ad 
vancement of this church iri the 
knowledge, holiness and comfort; 
to promote its prosperity, to sus 
tain its worship ordinances, disci 
pline and doctrine; to contribute 
cheerfully to the support of the 
ministry, the church, and the relief 
of the poor, and the spread of the . 
gospel through all nations. 

"Also we engage to maintain 
family and secret devotion; to reli 
giously educate our children, to 
seek the salvation of our kindred 
and acquaintances; to walk circum 
spectly in the world; to be just in 
our dealings, faithful in our en 
gagements, and exemplary in our 
deportment; to avoid tattling, 
backbiting, excessive anger; to ab 
stain from the sale and use of in 
toxicating drinks as a beverage and 
to be zealous in ourA'ffO'fts, to ad- 

L 

. vance the kingdom of our Savior. 
"We further engage to watch over 

each other in brotherly love.ito re 
member each other in prayer; to aid 
each other in Christian sympathy 
in feelings in courtesy, in speech 
and be slow to take offense but al 
ways ready for reconciliation and 
mine full of rules of our Savior to 
secure it with delay. 

"We moreover engage that when 
we remove from this place, we will ' 
as soon as possible unite with 
some other church where we can 
carry our the spirit of this covenant 
and the principals of God's word. 

The year 1897 was a fast moving 
one for Chestnut Grove Church. 
Soon after the organization, the 
church became a member of two 
associations in only three months. 
(The Association was going 
through the transition period from 
Ashe - Alleghany to Alleghany - 
Grayson Association.) 
The Rev. R.K. Johnson, B.B. 

Brooks and John Sperling were ap 
pointed to represent the church in 
Ashe - Alleghany Association on 
Sept. 28-30, 1897. 
The Rev. R.K. Johnson, W.W. 

Anders and B.B. Brooks were 
elected delegates to the convention 
held at Sparta Baptist Church on 
Dec. 5, 1897, when the Alleghany 
- Grayson Association was orga 
nized. 
The first deacons of the church 

were John Sperling and W.W. An 
ders. (W.W. Anders was also the 
first church clerk.) 
In the 1940s, Howard Brooks and 

Samuel Perry served as deacons. In 
later years, Woodrow Blevins, 
George Taylor, John Irwin, Clifton 
R. Edwards, Kenneth Hunt, John 
Blevins, Ward Howell, Brad 
Wooten and Dean Cox served as 
deacons. 
The clerk's book records that 

L.A. Caudle was ordained in the 
ministry in 1903 by the same 
presbytery that organized the 
church. 
Chestnut Grove Church has con 

ducted revivals up to the present 
time. Evidently has been a major 

effort throughout the church's his 
tory. In the early years there were 
additions at every service. 

Also, then, committees were ap 
pointed to see after those in need, 
and to invite dilatory members to 

· "fill their seats" at church services. 
Discipline must have been strict. 
The church grounds were donated 

by Isaac F. Edwards. The first 
church building erected was a small 
frame building. It was repaired in 
1910 and was also used for a 
school house for several years ". 
The brick sanctuary was con 

structed in 1939 when the Rev. 
AF. Absher was pastor. 

Several improvements have been 
made over the years. In 1964, an 
oil heating system was installed. 
Also new Sunday school rooms 
were built around that time. In the 
1970s, the church was remodeled, 
carpeted and new pews were put in. 
In the 1980s, the floors were fin 

ished and additional carpet laid. 
Deacon chairs, a communion table 
and a fan were donated by some of 

the members. Also a well was dug, 
rest rooms, fellowship hall and a 
new entrance was added. 
In the 1990s, beautiful stained 

glass windows were put in, the 
parking lot was paved, new light 
ing put in, the pews were padded 
and a new heating system was in 
stalled. 
The Chestnut Grove Baptist 

Church uses the "Lord's Acre" 
plan. The Irish potatoes and beans 
sold aided in meeting the financial 
goals of the church. 
According to the clerk's book, 

Sunday school was organized in 
1912 and about 1940 the first vaca 
tion Bible school was held. 
The first grave was made in the 

cemetery in 1944 and it was fenced 
· in soon afterwards. 

The pastors of the church have 
been: the Revs. R.K. Johnson, 
F.B. Cheek, James Shumate, D.M. 
Stamper, Ezekiel Blevins, J.F. 
Fletcher, W.J. Banks, W.L. Hop 
pers, J.D. Roberts, P.H. Hare, S. 
Landreth Blevins, N.C. Teague, W. 
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Baptizing will be held at 10 
o'clock in the morning on High 
way 18 on Little River, with me 
morial service following after 
ward at the church. 
Everyone has a most cordial 

invitation to attend. 

Special Service 
Set At Chestnut 

--~-- Southport: State Port Pilot 
Sparta: Alleghany News 
Si5"rfng Hope Enterprise 
Spruce Pine:Tri-County News 
St. Paul1s Review 
Sylva Herald 
Tabor City Tribune 
Taylorsville Times 
Troy: Montgomery Herald 
Valdese News 
Wadesboro: Anson Record 
Wadesboro: Messenger & 

Intelligencer 
Wake Forest: Wake Weekly 

Baptizing. Memorial 
and Decoration will be 
Chestnut Grove Baptist Church 
on Sunday morning, May 30th. I 

MAY 271976 



Chestnut Grove 
. Baptist Church 
'To Hold Revival 
A revival will begin at Chest 

rnut Grove Baptist Church on 
onday, September 6, with ser 

vices starting at 7 :30 o'clock each 
vening. 
Rev. Beauford Hash from 
owie, Va. will be bring· 
essage each evening. 

(Continued on pag(l 2} 
· (Lont1nued-Irom ·oage 'i) 

will also be special singing, be 
ginning Monday evening with ' 
the Glory Land Seekers; Tues 
day, New Home Singers; Wed-" 
nesday, Claude Watson and girls; ·11 
Thursday, The Joines Singers; •· 
and Friday, Sister Elaine Clontz. 
Everyone is cordially invited 

to come and bring a friehd. 

~o'1trit:h1 r-utes r110 ~ 
Southport: State Port Pilot 
S~arta: Alleghany News 
Spring Hope Enterprise 
Spruce Pine:Tri-CountV News 
St. Paul's Review 
Sylva Herald 
Tabor CitV Tribune 
Taylorsville Times 
Troy: Montgomery Herald 
Valdese News 
Wadesboro: Anson Record 
Wadesboro: Messenger & 

Intelligencer 

w.~ r;);~ w •• ,,, 



ospel Sing At 
thestnut Grove 
'!'here will be a Gospel Sing- · 

. ing at Chestnut Grove Baptist I 
Church on Saturday night, J\:rm· 
12th, beginning at 7:30 o'clock. I 
The singers will include "The 

Traveliers" from Kernersville, I 
"The Sunshine Trio", and "The i 
Psalmist". 1 

All singers and the public are 1 
cordially invited to attend th; I 
e:v:~e,:n~i1~1~~o~f~~~~1~· ~i!n~s~o~n~."1i..J~l 

Southport'. 5Cdt6 ~N;w-;-· . 
S_~ta: Al\egia:i~rprose=---' 
Spnn9 Hope·T ·-county News 
Spruce Pine. ." 
St. Paul's Review 
Sylva Herald 
Tabor CitV Tr!bue~e 
Taylorsville Tim Herald 
Troy: Montgomery .. 
Valdese New~nson Record 
Wadesbor~·. Messenger & 
Wadesbor . Intelligencer 
Wake Forest: Wake WeeklY 

JUN l 0 '976 



Special Service 
Set At Chestnut 
Grove Baptist 
Baptizing. Memorial Service 

and Decoration will be held at 
Chestnut Grove Baptist Church J 
on Sunday morning, May 30th. I 
Baptizing will be held at 10 
o'clock in the morning on High 
way 18 on Little River, with me 
morial service following after 
ward at the church. 

! Everyone has a most cordial 
invitation to attend. 

---~~~~~-------- ;;;;;:;~t: Soutnpon: .-::;, re t e ,..-on. r- o1v .. 

Sparta: Alleghany News 
'S"pri ng Hope Enterprise 
Spruce Pine:Tri-County News 
St. Paul's Review 
Sylva Herald 
Tabor City Tribune 
Taylorsville Times 
Troy: Montgomery Herald 
Valdese News 
Wadesboro: Anson Record 
Wadesboro: Messenger & 

Intelligencer 
Wake Forest: Wake Weekly 

MAY 2 7 1976 



Gospel Sing At ) 
Chestnut Grove 

I 
/ 

There will be a gospel service 
at Chestnut Grmre Ba~ 

I c~ Saturday night, Nozem- 
1 ber 21 beginning at 7:00 P. M. 
Rev. Jessie Wilson, of Sparta, will 
bring the message. 
Everyone is cordially 

o. 
Sparta: Alleghany News 

-Spindale Sun . 
Spring Hope Enterprise 

~~;~:==R;,~~Co. News O{hlwitq 
Swansboro: White Oak Scene lJ J 
Sylva Herald s ~ 
Tabor City Tribune 
Taylorsville Times 
Trenton: Jones Journal 
Troy: Montgomery Herald 
Valdese News 
Wadesboro: Anson Record . 
Wadesboro: Messenger & Intelligencer 
Wake Forest: Wake Weekly 
Wallace Enterprise 
Walnut Cove: Stokes Record 



There will be a gospel sin g 
at Chestnut Grove ·Missionary 
Baptist Church Saturday night, 
J~, beginning at 7:30 p. m. 
The Fellowship Quartet from 
Ashe County will be present 
long with several other noted 
inging groups. , 
All singers and the public 

xn-dial'ly invited to attend. 

Sp1~ a e o e Enterprise 
Spring H p . C News 
Spruce Pine: T~1- o . I a 

· S · t pauls Review /' s::nsboro: White Oak Seen '../ 
Sylva Herald 
Tabor City Tribune 
Taylorsville Times 1 
Trenton: Jones ~o;r:erald 
Troy: Montgom Y 
Valdese News son Record 
Wadesboro: An & Intelligencer 
Wadesboro: Messenger kl 
Wake Forest: W~e Wee y 
Wallace Enterprise d 
Walnut Cove: Stokes Recor 

JUL 8 1971 



'Gospel Singing At 
Chestnut Gr(?Ve 

There will be a Gospel Sing 
ing at Chestnut Grove Mission 
ar~~ Church nea:r-!;parta, 

1 
on Sat~Wfay 13, beginning 

1 
at 7:30 p. m. 

I 
All singers and the public 

cordially invited to attend. 
~~~~~;,1 ·jt:•.5;;~.{:-..,~rt Pi1~t .. 
Sparta Alleghany News 

rn a un 
Spring Ho rprise 
Spruce Pine:Tri-CountY News 
St. Paul's Review 
Sylva Herald 
Tabor CitY Tribune 
Taylorsville Times 
Trenton: Jones Journal 
Troy: Montgomery Herald 
Valdese News 
Wadesboro: Anson Record 
Wadest>.oro: Messenger & 

s-~te//~)d/ 



I Gospel Sing At 
I Chestnut Grove 

There will be a Gospel Sing 
ing at Chestnut Grove Mission 
ary Baptist Church near Sparta, 
on Saturday night, July 8, be 
ginning at 7:30 p. m. 
All singers and the public are 

cordially invited to attend. 

Spring Hope Enterprise 
Spruce Pine:Tri-County News 
St. Paul's Review 
Sylva Herald 
Tabor City Tribune 
Taylorsville Times 
Trenton: Jones Journal 
Troy: Montgomery Herald 
Valdese News 
Wadesboro: Anson Record 
Wadesboro: Messenger & 

Intelligencer 

\JUL 6 1972 l 
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UNICllT CRCBS " 1959 (10th Anniversary) 
1960-196.3 M:.l111.-:.tes, 

Gh:~:-ch Records Survey Sheet, 
Newspaper clippings, 
Fiography File: Richard Kerr Redwine 

Elias Coye Still, Jre 

196.3 
1958-60; 1965- 
1888- 
1929 

WALKERTOWN - 1894 (75th Anniversary) 
Newspa.per clippings, 1958; 1964- 

WESTVIEW - 1959 (10th Anniversary) 
Newspaper clippings 1961; 1965- 

WOODLAND - 1919 (5oth Anniversary) 
Newspa.per clippings, 1961; 1965 



CHESTNUT GROVE - 1897 
~~ 

A 11 eghany CO 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 - fcrt. to withdraw from ALLEGHANY. Comm. appt. to work with(I I) Church voted 17 Aug. 
become INDEPENDENT.(12* 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 
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1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 . 
1998 

1999 
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CHESTNUT GRIDVE _ 1897 
Al1eR"hany 

1885 

1886 

1887 - 

1888 - 

1889 - 

1890 - 

1891 - 

1892 - 

1893 - 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 - 

1898 - 

1899 

1900 - 

1901 - 

1902 - 

ASHE & ALLEGHANY (E) 
1886-1897 

Admit. to assoc. by letter. \ Dism. to form Al1e,.,.hany & Grayson B/A, 

NOTE: In 1897 the Alleghany churches withdrew to form Alleghany Baptist Association. 

Therefore, the association became Ashe Baptist Association with the 1898 session. 



HISTORY OF CHESTNUT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH 
(1963) 

Chestnut Grove Baptist Church is located five miles East of Sparta. This 
church stood in the fifth place on the roll of churches in the Alleghany Baptist 
Association sixty-six years ago. There appears on yellowed pages of the church 
clerk's book, the following penned in a clear, legible hand: 

"On the $th day of September 1897 Revs. D. J. Roberts and R. K. Johnson bap 
tised in Little River, W. w. Anders, John Sperliz& M. M. Shaw, Nancy Spurlin, 
Stella Jolmson, Mary Fender, Lela Fender and Annes Edwards. After which the 
congregation repaired to the grove (at the close of an eight day meeting) when 
Revs. J. D. Roberts, R. K. Johnson and F. B. Cheek proceeded to organize the 
above named brethem and sisters under the preceeding church covenant into a reg 
ular Baptist Church. 

After which by motion named the church Chestnut Grove. By motion published 
an open door when Rev. R. K. Johnson by letter from Sparta Baptist Church and 
C. J. Anders by application and recorrnoondation were received. On motion we agreed 
to meet the 2nd Sunday and Saturday before in each ·month for regular meeting. On 
motion elected Rev. D. J. Roberts pastor-- F.B. Cheek D. J. Roberts R.K. Johnson 
presbytery. 11 

The church.covenant was adopted and assigned by the twelve charter members, 
the same day the church was organized. It read: rrwe the undersigned having 
been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus as our 
Savior, and on the profession of faith, having been baptised in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, we do now in the presense of God, angels, and this 
assembly, most solomly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another as a 
body with Christ. 

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit to walk together in 
Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this church in knowledge, holiness 
and comfort; to promote its prosperity, to sustain its worship ordinances, discipline 
and doctrine; to contribute cheerfully .. to the support of the ministry, the church 
and the relief of'the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nations. 
Also we engage to maintain family and secret devotion; to religiously educate our 
children, to seek the salvation of our kindred arrl acquaintances; to walk circum 
spectfully in the world; to be just in our dealing~, faithful in our engagements, 
and exemplary in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, e:xcessive anger; 
to abstain from the sale and use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and to be 
zealous in our effort to advance the-kingdom of -our Savior. 

We farther engage to watch over one another in brotherly love, to remember 
each other in prayer; to aid each other in Christian sympathy in feeling, in court 
esy, in speech; and be slow to take offense but always ready for reconciliation 
and mindful of rules of our Savior to secure it without delay. 

We moreover engage that when we remove from this place, we will as soon as 
possible, unite with some other church where we can carry out the spi;'it of this 
ccv.enant and the principals of Gods word." 
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The year of 1897 was a fast moving one for Chestnut Grove Church. Soon after 
the organization, the church became a member of two associations in only three 
months. (The association was going thru the transition period from Ashe-Alleghany 
to Alleghany-Grayson Associl.tion.) Rev. R. K. Johnson, B. B. Brooks, and John 
Sperling were appointed to represent too church in the Ashe--Alleghany Association 
on September 28-30. The Rev. R. K. Johnson, W.W. Anders and B.B. Brooks were 
elected delegates to the convention held at Sparta Baptist Church on Dec. 5, 1897 
when the Alleghany-Grayson Association was organized. 

The first deacons of the church were John Sperlin and W. W. Anders. The 
latter was also the first church clerk. 

The clerk's book records that L. A. Caudle was ordained in the ministry in 
1903 by the same presbytery that organized tre church. 

Chestnut Grove Church has conducted revivals up t,o..:the present time. 
Evidently evangelism has been the major effort throughout the churches' history. 
In the early years there were additions at nearly every service. Also, then, 
committees were appointed to see after those in need, and to invite dilitary members 
to •rill their seats" at church services. Discipline must have been very strict. 

The church grounds was donated by Isaac F. Edwards. The first church building 
erected was a small frame building. It was repaired in 1910 and was also used for 
a school-house for several years. The present brick sanctuary was constructed in 
1939 when Rev. A. F. Absher was pastor. Several improvenents have been made to 
the church recently (pews have been varnished and floor refinished.) 

So far as can be assertained Chestnut Grove Baptist Church is the only church 
in the association that used the "Lord Acre" plan. The Irish potatoes and beans 
raised aNd sold aided in meeting the financial goals for two years in the ninteen 
and forties. 

According to the clerks book Sunday School was organized in 1912 and about 
1940 the first Vacation Bible School was held. Rev. Garnet Smith is SUnday School 
Superintendent at the present. 

The first grave was made in the cemetery about 1944 and was fenced in soon 
afterwards. 

The pastors of the church have been: Revs. R. K. Johnson, F. B. Cheek, James 
Shumate, D. M. Stamper, Ezekiel Blevins, J. F. Fletcher, W. J. B?Ilks, W.L. Hoppers, 
J. D. Roberts, P.H. Hare, s. Landreth Blevins, N. c. Teague, W. 'Franklin, John L. 
Underwood, Arthur F. Absher, Gwyn R. Blackburn, Herbert Caldwell, Johnny Edwards, 
Etlger Castevens, Charlie Richardson, Everette Sh.aw, and Garnet Smith. 

Church clerks have been: W. W. Anders, John Sperling, J. S. Chambers, 
J. P. Jordan, Willard Edwards, Belvia Brooks, Lena Edwards and Wayne Edwards. 

The history of a church is never finished. It is written in the sacrifice 
and service of her members through the years, as they grow in wisdom and lmowledge 
"and in favor with God and man". 
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