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Service Planned 
At New Church 
Members of Christ United Baptist 

Church will conduct a special service 
Siinday in their newly acquired 
church building at 1131 Thirty-third 
Street, SW. 
The building formerly housed Belk 

Memorial Presbyterian Church. 
After the morning worship service, 

dinner will be served on the grounds. 
The public is invited to the 11 a.m. 

organizational service and dinner. 
Christ United Baptist, with approx 

imately 80 charter members, will be 

formally organized Sunday. 
The Rev. H. Phillip King is pastor 

of the new church. He has served 
churches in North Carolina for 29 
years, including First Baptist Church 
of Maxton, First Baptist Church of 
Burgaw and West Hickory Baptist 
Church, where he served for more 
than 15 years. 
He graduated from Wake Forest 

University, Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and the School 
of Pastoral Care at N.C. Baptist 
Hospital in Winston-Salem. 
He and his wife, Jane Allison King, 

The Rev. 
Phillip. 
King 

have two children: Chris, a church 
consultant with Allen Organ Co. of 
Asheville, and Allison, a junior at 
Hibriten High School. 
No evening worship service will be 

held Sunday, but evening services 
will be held at 7 p.m. on subsequent 
Sundays. 
Wednesday night prayer services 

will begin at 7 p.m. each week. 
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· J~1New .church results 
f ~~~. . d d rom visron an nee 
Those who want to accomplish 

something must have a vision, but 
that vision is usually preceded by a 
need. 

Thus it was that ~st I Tnit~ 
Baptist Church was born Sept. 6 wi 
83 charter members. Charter mem 
bership is being left open until Dec. 
31 for those who want to" get in on the 
ground floor," says the Rev. H. Phillip 
King, pastor of the new church. 

"A few people had a very deep 
spiritual need and felt there was room 
for a new work, a new hope and a new 
ministry," says Rev. King, pastor at 
West Hickory Baptist Church for 
'some 15 years. When asked to be 
pastor of the new church, he accepted, 
feeling the work had become part of 
his destiny. 

"In 1980 to 1982 when I was 
moderator of the Theron Rankin 
Association we did a survey of 
Catawba County and the area served 
by the association. We chose five 
locations for Baptist churches and 
one of them is exactly where we are. 
Little did I realize I would be in 
volved in that location." Churches 
have already been founded in the 
other four locations, he said. "The 
hand of God was already in prepara 
tion for this because I don't think he 
turns loose of consecrated ground." 

The new church is in the former 
Belk Memorial Presbyterian Church 
building at 1131 33rd St. SW. The 
former congregation disbanded and 
the new congregation was able to 
purchase it at half its appraised value. 

The name resulted from the 
congregation's goal and purpose: to 
unite in a spiritual life and experience 
a sense of oneness, which could be 
done if the people banded together to 
be Christ's people in one location. 
"We put the goal and purpose into the 
name of the church," Rev. King ex 
plains. The church will become fully 
established in the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the Theron Rankin 
Association. 

Getting started involves training 
ofleaders, some of whom have never 
had a leader role before, says Rev. 
King. They're quite excited about 
the opportunity and willing to do 
even the most menial jobs. "They're 
generous in their giving, too," he 
adds. 

His goals and those of the congre 
gation include ministry to the com 
munity, the nation and the world; to 
build a spiritually strong fellowship; 
and to help the church grow in num 
bers as well as spiritually. Slow but 
steady growth is preferred above 
rapid, unorganized expansion. 

excitmg thing I've ever been in 
volved in, and I've been in the min 
istry 30 years," says Rev. King. 'Tm 
excited about preaching and about 
ministering one-to-one with the 
people. The only other new church 
I've been involved in was a mission 
Sunday School in Durham in 1956." Phillip 

King 
Rev. King's wife, Jane, and teen 

age daughter are also excited, the 
pastor says. The new church also 
presents them with a challenge. 
"People are saying they're the happi 
est they've ever been in their spiri 
tual life and church experience. One 
said to me the other day, 'It's amaz 
ing what God is doing and I'm glad to 
be a part of it.'" 

Attendance is usually 110 to 115 
(out of 117 members) in morning 
worship plus about 75 in Sunday 
School. That includes visitors, often 
from another church and another 
denomination who see something 
worthwhile about starting a new 
church. 

"It's the most refreshing, the most 


