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Church close-up: Churchill Drive Baptist 

The Rev. John D. Hunter Is pastor at Churchill Drive Baptist Church. 

PASTOR:Rev. John D. Hunter 
BACKGROUND:Rev. John 
Hunter, pastor at Churchill 
DrtveBaptlst Church in Shelby, 
was educated at Flortda Baptist 
Theological College and is a gra 
duate of Sou them Baptist Theo 
logical Seminary in New Or 
leans, Louisiana. Before arriv 
ing in Shelby, Rev. Hunter had 
served churches in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana; Albany, 
Georgia; Athens, Tennessee; 
and Mooresville, North 
Carolina. 

FAMILY:Rev. Hunter and his 
wife, Ozell, have three children; 
Danny of Mooresville, Timothy 
of Clover, S.C., and Rhonda of 
Rock Hill. S.C. 

MINISTERIAL FOCUS:In his 
many years of pastortng, Rev. 
Hunter feels his focus as a pas 
tor revolves around reaching 
the people for Christ and moti 
vating the membership to reach 
out to others. 
CHURCH HISTORY:Churchill 
Drive Baptist Church was or 
gamzed July, 1950, under the 

JOHN 0. HUNTER 

pastorship of Rev. Harlan Har 
ris, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Shelby. At the time, 
the church was known as Kings 
Chapel Baptist Church. There 
were 34 charter members, of 
these, 24 came from the First 
Baptist Church. The group first 
met in homes, then a tent until 
the present building was 

erected in 1951. The education 
building was added in 1957. 
Rev. Yates Campbell was called 
as first pastor in 1951. As of to 
day, the total church member 
ship stands at more than 200 
people. 

ORGANIZATIONS:The ministry 
of Churchill Drtve touches peo 
ple of all ages in the community. 
The church offers Sunday 
School orgaruzattons for all ages 
including Sunday School Out 
reach at Meadowbrook Nursing 
Home each Sunday morning. 
Mission groups for all ages in 
cluding WMU, Brotherhood, 
Royal Ambassadors, Girl's Au 
xiliary. Acteens and Mission 
Friends. Churchill Drive's 
music ministry has interwoven 
activities that enhance the total 
program of the church. Chur 
chill Drive has recently organ 
ized a group of "Young at Heart" 
for all members who are 55 and 
older. 

LOCATION:The church is lo 
cated at 822 Churchi Drive 
just off Kings Road. 
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\.. Churchill Drive '!.~st 
.,,; Church will hold s ng 
V) revival services Sunday 

through Thursday at 7:30 
- ,_ p.m. daily and at 11 a.m. ,6 Sunday. 

· Guest speaker will be the 
- _ Rev. Marion W. Powell, full 

<:i time Southern Baptist 
~ Evangelist, of Wilmington . 

.J) A graduate of Lenoir Rhyne 
College and Southeastern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Powell has 
served as pastor of churches 
in Valdese, Tayl'!J'sville and 
Wilmington . 
. The public is invited to 
attend. A nursery will be 
provided. 



Churchill Drive Sets· 
Revival Services Dates 
Churchill Drive · Baptist 

Church will hold spri~ 
vival services Sunday, April 
23 through Thursday, April 
27 at 7:30 p.rn, daily and at 
11 a.m, Sunday. 

Guest speaker will be Rev. 
Marion W. Powell, full-time 
Southern Baptist Evangelist 
of Wilmington, N. c. A 

graduate of Lenoir Rhyne 
College, Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Powell 

APR 2 0 1978 

has served as pastor of 
churches in Valdese, Taylors 
ville and Wilmington. 
A nursery will be provided. 

The public is invited to attend 
the services. 

Selma: Johns~oni~n-Sun 
Shallotte: Brunswick Beacon 
Shelby: Cleveland Times 

-Sllet Cl Cy. cnatfiam News 
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Churchill Drive Baptist 
congregation set for move 

CASSIE TARPLEY 
Star Staff Writer 

SHELBY - From bookcases to altar flowers, 
furnishings at Churchill Drive Baptist Church 
are headed for"'storage. 

The congregation will still have pews to sit on 
Sunday as they celebrate Homecoming and their 
4 7th year as a church, but when the final 
"amen" sounds, the doors will close. 
The little brick church that began in homes 

and spent time in a tent is moving to a new 
home, a new neighborhood - it's even getting a 
new name, said the Rev. John Hunter. 

Members will use Graham Elementary School 
as a temporary meeting place, and will now draw 
up plans and start building on property near the 
intersection of Charles and Dellinger roads. 

The new church will be named Westwood 
Heights Baptist Church. 

·---Pastor at Churcfiill Drive for 10 years, Hunter 
said the neighborhood just off Kings Road has 
changed, and all but two church members now 
live in other areas. 

The congregation voted to sell the facility and 
use the money to build a new one. 

Church members are happy with the decision, 
said Helen Grayson, a member since 1953. 

"Oh, yes. We voted and it was unanimous," 
she said. 

"We're all excited. I think everyone's in agree 
ment about it and I think everything's going to 
work out for us." 

Temporary quarters will not be a problem, she 

said. 
"We just plan to stay until we get in our new 

building, and we're hoping to get started right 
away on that." 

Rev. Hunter said the new location will give the 
church new life. 

"We feel like our outreach will be greater," he 
said. 

The residential area around Charles and De 
llinger has a lot of families and some new deve 
lopment coming in, he said. 

Organized July 9, 1950, the church was first 
known as Kings Chapel, and was an offspring of 
First Baptist Church in uptown Shelby. First 
Baptist donated the land, the Kings Mountain 
Baptist Association gave a large tent. and wor 
shipers who had met in homes had tent meetings 
before the sanctuary building went up in 1951. 

In 1960, an educational wing was added. 
Churchill Drive Day Care, located in the base 

ment of the building, has operated as a church 
ministry for 25 years and serves 43 children. 

The day care program w111 remain at the 
church, said director Pam Patterson, director. 

"We will stay here until our new facility is 
built," Mrs. Patterson said, under an open-ended 
agreement with the new owners. 
The buyers are members of Faith Baptist 

Church, a new congregation led by the Rev. Zeno 
Borders, now meeting at Mobley's Mortuary and 
Chapel. 

Faith members will stage a "victory march" 
from Mobley's to their new home on Churchill 
Drive on Sunday, Oct. 19. 



MICHAEL PHILBECK 

Is licensed 
Michael Dale Philbeck 

been licensed to preach the 
gospel by Churchill Drive 
Baptist Church of Shelby. 

Philbeck, son of Mr. 'and Mrs. 
James B. Philbeck of 1408 
Beverly Ave., and husband of 
the former Patty Jay, all of 
Shelby is a junior at Gardner 
Webb College. He plans to 
continue his preparation for the 
ministry at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
at Fort Worth, Tex. 
The Rev. James S. Rice is 

pastor of the Churchill Drive 
church. 
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/\ "' I ([ The Rev. M. Scott Forrest bV 
Madison, Ind., will begin his 
services as the new pastor of 
Churcbjll Drjye-B.ap~t Church 
in Shelby Sunday. 
A native of Lexington and a 

graduate of Wake Forest Univer 
sity, he received a master of 
divinity degree from Southern 

. Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky. He was pastor of 
Kent Baptist Church in Madison, 
Ind., for two years. 

His wife, Janet Forrest, is a 
native of Forest City and will 
serve a one-year internship as 
assistant chaplain of Spartan 
burg (S.C.) General Hospital. 
She also earned a raster's degree 
from Southern Baptist Seminary. 


