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Spring Revival will begin at Claren 
don Baptist Church this Sunday night 
and continue throughout the week 
beginning each evening at 7:30. 
Visiting pastor will be Rev. Paul 

Forrester of Northside Baptist 
Church in Bladenboro. 
There will be special singing each 

evening. 
Rev. R.E. Carter, pastor of Claren 

don Baptist Church and the congrega 
tion invite the public to attend. 

The Rev. Mack Hutson will lead a 
week-series of revival services at Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church near Loris, SC 
beginning with the service this Sun 
day at 6:30 p.m. 
There will be special singing each 

night, with services continuing Mon 
day through Saturday at 7:30 p.m. 
The pastor, the Rev. David Watts, 

and the congregation invite the 
public. 
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Royal Ambassadors make visit 
The Royal Ambassadors from Clarendon Baptist Church at 
tended Campbell University's Royal Ambassador Day at the 
Cumberland County Civic Center in Fayetteville recently. 
The seven-member group was under the direction of Clay 
Ballard and was one of 60 such Baptist groups throughout 
the state to attend the special event. 
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Royal Ambassadors from Clarendon Baptist Church of 
Clarendon attended Campbell University's Royal 
Ambassador Day at the Cumberland County ·Civic 
Center in Fayetteville on Saturday, February 11. The 
groups of seven members, under the direction of Clay 
JJallard, was one of 60 groups of Royal Ambassadors 
from Baptist Churches throughout the state who 
attended. The day's activities included performances 
by Campbell's pep band and cheerleaders, speakers 
from the University and the Baptist Men's Department 
of the North Carolina Baptist State Convention, and a 
basketball game between Campbell and Georgia State 



Clarendon 
Church Holds 

Clarendon Baptist Church 
will have its annual Home 
coming service Sunday, Nov 
ember 6. 1977. Sunday School 
will begin at 10:()0 a.m. 
followed by the worship 
service at 11:00. Former 
pastor. Rev. Joe Stanley of 
Leland. N.C. will be guest 
speaker. Former members 
nd their families are 

cordially invited to tend the 
services and din in the 
fellowship hall. 
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Community Church News 

Breaking Ground At Clarendon 
Members at Clarendon Baptist Church broke ground on Sunday for a planned expansion to their 
fellowship hall. (Deuce Niven Photo) 

~ 
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Clarendon Baptist enjoying 97th year 
By JESSIE GRAINGER 

In the sweltering southern heat 
of August 1906, a small rural 
church emerged from the green, 
fertile- rich lands of the Carolina 
coastal plains, Clarendon Baptist 
CJmrch · 

With a mere 19 members and an 
ambitious, determined pastor 
(Reverend C. Milliken), Clarendon 
Baptist began its respected, time 
honored 97 year history during 
America's proverbial and often 
forgotten "Age oflnnocence." 

This turn-of-the-century era 
was a time where modesty and reti 
cence reigned supreme in the se 
verely judgmental social climate. 
This was an age when morals, val 
ues, and personal conduct were 
categorized· as "more highly re 
garded" than bare navels and mass 
market appeal, but through it all 
Clarendon Baptist has remained 
an icon of the now illustrious 
Southern Baptist theology. 

As mentioned earlier, 
Clarendon Baptist began its cen 

, tury-long legacy of spiritual en 
lightenment in 1906, but not under 
the title that it holds today. Zion 
Chapel was the church's initial 
designation, a name that would 
remain until 1914 when a new pas 
tor entered the religious 
establishment's leadership posi 
tion. During the pastorate of W.D. 
Pridgen, the church was officially 
named Clarendon Baptist, nearly 
a decade before construction be 
gan on the first formal church 
building; thus, commemorating 
the ever-evolving demands of the 
developing Clarendon ministry. 

Following the completion of the 
church's first building, member 
ship began to increase dramati 
cally as the interest of the sur 
rounding community turned its 
focus toward this small, yet prom 
ising religious establishment. As 
time pressed forward, Clarendon 
solidified itself as an influential 
member of the southern Baptist 
religious network, for the church 
welcomed the addition of Sunday 
school classrooms and other de 
partmental structures to aid in its 
continued physical expansion. In 
fact, Bible school was introduced 
to Clarendon Baptist in the Baby 
Boomeryearofl953, affirming that 
longevity was indeed a top prior- 

ity of the church's future agenda. 
As the middle-aged years of the 

201h century blurred into decades, 
the 1960's suddenly surfaced as a 
period that not only signaled a bar 
rage ofpolitical growthand change 
in American society, but also 
proved to be a pivotal moment in 
the continuing progression of 
Clarendon. It was in this notori 
ous, war-torn decade that mem 
bers of the building committee 
found it critical to the future 
"health" of the church that a new 
building be erected to better ac 
commodate and fulfill the mount 
ing needs of Clarendon Baptist. 
Hence, in the crisp cool of Decem 
ber 1970, ground was broken on 
the new church building. Con 
struction continued throughout 
the next year and a half, culminat 
ing in the spring of 1972 when pro 
duction drew to a climactic close, 
signaling the beginning of a novel, 
more energized chapter in the con- · 
tinuing tale of this truly extraordi 
nary Southern landmark. 

In August of 1993, David Gary 
assumed the position as pastor of 
Clarendon Baptist. Ironically, 
even though the church was a stag 
gering 87 years old at this time, 
Gary was actually the first full 
time pastor to lead this most repu 
table congregation. Underthecare 
ful direction of Reverend Gary, 
Clarendon instituted yet another 
building project to more ad 
equately suit the Baptist church. 
In 1997, a fellowship hall was 
erected in addition to further reno 
vation of various classrooms and 
departments that had been sub 
jected to the inevitable stains of 
time. By 1998, guided by new pas 
tor Charles Larrimore, Clarendon 
Baptist had grown into a versatile, 
dynamic house of worship, one that 
sponsored such traditional reli 
gious activities as RA basketball, 
Bible drill, Wednesday night 
prayer, and other customary Bap 
tist gatherings in an effort to fur 
ther the divine ministry that is 
rooted in the core of this ageless 
church. 

Clarendon Baptist is an estab 
lishment that has over the past 
long and often tumultuous century 
endured as a symbol of stability 
and 'comfort to the tradition 
minded citizens of the South, but 
the church hopes to maintain this 

stoic position in the future. Cur 
rent pastor James Fletcher Hooper 
predicts only success to subsist in 
the coming years. 

"Clarendon has the potential to 
double or even triple in the com 
ingrnonths as we continue our slow 
but steady growth," Hooper says. " 
I believe that the reason this 
church has been able to sustain 
itself over the past century is be 
cause the people have a genuine 
interest in the community and in 
spreading the Word of God to sur 
rounding individuals." 

Thus Clarendon Baptist re- 
mains, a church that exemplifies 
the essence of Southern hospital 
ity and theological proficiency, one 
that continues to persist as an im 
pressive representation of how 
"faith, hope, and love" combine to 
form the pure, untainted core of 
spiritual beauty. 
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Roy Stanley 

Roy Stanley was a young boy 
of 14 when he accepted Jesus as 
his Savior. "I am a member of the 

· Clarendon Baptist Church," he 
"said tccently. "I am p1oud of my 
Sunday School record. too. I now 
have over 30 years of perfect 
attendance." 

Mr Stanley loves to talk about 
his Family. "My wife is Irene. and 
we have been married 60 years. I 
also have a twin brother who lives 
in Wilmington." 

Mr. Stanley is a graduate of 
Tabor City High School, Class of 
1934 and he played on the first 
football team at the school. 

He is proud to talk about his 
son J.R. Jr. and the-s' tlfree 

Continued on patj.J 



Stanley 
Continued from page l 

adorable grandsons and they have 
all graduated from North Carolina 
Stale University in Raleigh. He 
has one granddaughter by 
marriage. 

Mr. Stanley remembers 
working at Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
when the first atomic bomb was 
dropped on Japan. After all these 
years of working from Atlanta, 
Ga. to New Jersey, "I am now 
retired," he said. 
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Our Daily Bread ... 
... customers are greeted dally by (top photo. from left) Sara Cole. Vanessa 
Blair and Lieu Via Gary, (Patricia Duncan Photo) 

Meals & Ministry Combine In This 
Unique Clarendon Country Store 

By PATRICIA DUNCAN 
a building that was empty sev 
eral years prior lo the Carys 
purchasing it. It Was once an 
antique shop owned, for many 
years, by Paul and Bernice 
Stephens. That was before they 
moved to another location. The 
Carys bought the building last 
December and by January 8 
they had made enough prepara 
tions to open for bq$iness. 

They planned to continue 
making improvements to the 
store as the business 'began to 
grow. Those plans didn't quite 
workout. 

The store "took off faster than 
we thought" said Mrs. Gary, With 
the lunch counter being the 
most profitable aspect of the 
business. 

In addition to making take 
out and eat-in food orders, the 
store sells a variety of grocery 
and household products, 
snacks, and soft drinks. There 
is also a section devoted to 
selling gifts, such as, pottery, 
decorative plates, ceramic an 
gels, and hand-made vests. The 
angels, vests and other select 
Hems are made by Mrs. Annie 
Inman of Clarendon. 

Mrs. Gary has future plans for 
expanding her craft merchan 
dise section and conducting a 
craft workshop in the store With 
Mrs. Inman as the instructor. 
This and other unfinished tasks. 
such as designing a new store 
sign, will be undertaken in late 
summer or ear]y fall, when the 
bulk of the farm workers have 

completed their jobs in the area. 
Choosing a name for the new 

stoi e last •vintcr was no easy 
task, Mrs. Gary and Ms. Blair 
agreed. They wanted the name 
to have meaning for the people 
of the community. They consid 
ered the name Whistle Stop be 
cause the railroad tracks were 
just a few yards away· from the 
store. The trains that pass by 
seem to have an extra loud "toot" 
just for them. 

Mrs. Gary said that Our Daily 
Bread was finally chosen be 
cause "each clay God gives us ev 
erything we need." The Carys 
said they wanted to provide a 
place where people could meet 
Christ and feel the presence of 
the Holy Spirit. They said those 
who come into the store should 
feel they can talk to them about 
anything in complete confi 
dence. 

Rev. and Mrs. Gary said they 
and others working in the store 
have been blessed by the pres 
ence of the migrant workers who 
frequent their store. They said 
they have learned a lot from 
each other about language, cul 
tural habits, mutual respect, and 
friendship. 

Specific food items of interest 
to the Hispanic Workers Iwve 
been added to the store menu 
and to tin• groc ry h lve8. 'lie 
Carys said they want to rnake 
the workers feel welcome and at 
home in the community and 
invite them to worship With 
them regularly. 

A simple, hand-written sign 
posted between two trees on the 
side of a nondescript building 
tucked away in peaceful 
Clarendon gives the only indi 
cation . of the sweet surprise 
waiting inside. 

Our Daily Break, a quaint 
combination country market 
and lunch counter, has become 
a real community attraction 
drawing customers from a 
growing area around the tiny 
community., 

Inside the simple structure is 
an airy, friendly room where a 
hub-bub of activity gets under 
way daily. Hot and hungry folks, 
mostly farm workers, get their 
mid-day meal of freshly made 
sandwiches, burgers, hot dogs, 
homemade pie, freshly baked 
bread (provided each Thursday 
by Sena Stocks), and a variety of 
other treats. 

Our Daily Bread is owned by 
Rev. J. David Gary, pastor of 

.ClarendOI) Baptist Church, and 
his wife, Lieu Via Gary. Mrs. 
Gary runs the store With the aid 
of Sara Cole, Jennifer Simmons, 
and Vanessa Blair who Mrs. 
Cary describes as her "right 
hand man". M . Blair ht>lped the 
Carys start up the business this 
past January and continues to 
work there daily and assist in 
planning for the future.· 

Our Daily Bread is located in 



f ~\w\~i News/Times 
V" ·;yx Chadbourn, Nc 

D - NO DATA S - NO DATA 

Feb. 14, 2001 
Carolina Clipping Service 

Raleigh, NC 27603 

Along The 

LUMBER RIVER 
Bob Morgan 

Clarendon Baptist Church - 1906 
This week our focus is on the history of the Clarendon 

Baptist Church. We'd like to continue these revie~al 
churches but we need your help. If you'd like your church 
featured please send a brief history to: The News/Times, P.O. 
Box 535, Fair Bluff, N.C. 28439. 

The following information is from Recollections and 
Records, a history of Columbus County available at most 
local libraries. 

Zion Chapel was organized in August, 1906, under the 
leadership of Rev. C. Milliken, Rev. Joshua Harrelson, and 
Hanes Harrelson. 

The name of the church was changed from: Zion Chapel to 
Clarendon Baptist in August, 1914, during the pastorate of 
W.D. Pridgen. The church leadership decided that each 
member should come under a written contract, or 
agreement, to plant one acre of land for the purpose of 
building a new church. The new building was begun in 1924 
under the leadership of W.A. Coleman. Later, Sunday school 
rooms were built on the sides of the church. In 1949 more 
Sunday school rooms were added to the church at the back. 

The church issued a unanimous call to the Rev. Robert E. 
Carter in the spring of 1966. Under his leadership, a new 
church building was erected. It was occupied for the first 
time on Nov. 9, 1971. 

Forest Lawn Baptist Church 
In the summer of 1955, a group of Christians met for the 

purpose of organizing a Missionary Baptist Church. This 
meeting was held in a vacant house located about five miles 
east of Tabor City. One acre of land on U.S. 701 was donated 
by Mrs. Leila Harrelson, and $1,000 was given by the 
Columbus Baptist Association. The charter members of the 
church were Zeno and Luna Bell Ray, H.E. and Vira Stanley, 
Patsy B. Spivey, Gertrude Butler, Vera Stanley, Ida Prince, 
Lula Wright, Alma Lanier, Arthur Caulder, Cecil Stanley, 
Lillie Stanley, Mace Wright, Julene Grainer, Jake Lanier, 
Betty B. Lanier, Lettie Faircloth, Roxie Mishoe, Sarah Sikes, 
Flossie Bullock, Elsie Burroughs, Edna Caulder, Leona 
Lanier, Bruce Lanier, Hubert Stanley, and Clinton Grainger. 

On Sept. 4, 1955, the church was organized under the 
name Forest Lawn. Construction for the church building 
was started on Nov. 13, 1955. A few months later the church 
was completed, and heat and air conditioning were installed. 

Under the leadership of Rev. D.E. Faye, six rooms were 
added to the church in 1974. A steeple was installed in May, 
1975. . -- 
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AFFIRMATION OF DEDICATION 

Pastor: Acknowledging the blessing of God the 
Father, the grace of God the Son and the 
sustaining strength of God the Holy Spirit 
in enabling us to complete this house of 
worship to the glory of the Triune God, 

Congregation: ~11E NOW DEDICATE THIS BUILDTI:G. 

Pastor: For the worship of God, our Heavenly 
Father, for the teaching of the word of (C}od, 
for the proclnmation of tho glorious gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and for the admini 
stration of the ordinances of b~utis~ and 
the Lord's Supper, 

Congre:gation: IJE GR.Al'EFULLY DEDICATE THIS BUILDING. 

Pastor: For the st.rengt.heni.ng of the family, for 
the instructing of tho young, for the perft-ct 
ing of the saints in conformity to the image 
of Christ and for the edi~ing of all believers 
through the truths of God's Word, 

Congr0gation: WE HUMBLY DEDICATE THIS BUILDING. 

Pastor: In m;;;mory of those dt::p::i.rte:d, faithful 
saints who helped make this house possible 
and in thankfulness to those who faithfully 
labor for and serve our Saviour now in this 
church, 

Congregation: WE. Sil~CERELY DEDICATE TBI~ BUIT,DING. 

Pastor: As a light in the darkn0ss of sin, as~ 
rebuke to the wi.ckcd , as a place of rest for 
the spirituqlly weary, as o.n cncouragemGnt 
to tho righteous and a harbor and r8fugc for 
the lost, 

Congregation: WE EARNESTLY DEDICATE THIS BUILDING. 



In Unison: 

FOR THIS THY HOUSE \JE PRAISE THEE, 
REARED AT THINE O\JN COMMAND 1 
FOR EVERY GENEROUS SPIRIT, 
AND EVERY HILLING liAND; 

Airn NOW v.'ITHrn THY TEMPLE 
THY GLORY LBT US SEE, 
~F'OR ALL ITS STRENGTH AND BEAUTY 
ARE NOTHING \JITHOUT THEE. 



BUILDING COMMITTEE: 
Jerry Stephens, Chairm:m 
Bernice Stephens 
Rowena Grainger 
Margaret Hewett 
Ruey Hewett ( ~ I /'lj'l:J..) 
Bobby Stanley 
Eugene Richardson 

******************************************** 

We would like to thank each and every one 
who in any way has been a part of this 
venture of faith. We are grateful fur 
and thankful to our own people and to 
you who have gone from us to other 
communities and other churches and yet 
have shared with us, there goes a very 
special thanks. 

******************************************* 

Lunch will be served in the fellowship hall 
and we ask that no food or drink be brought 
into the Sanctuary, Please. 

******************************************* 

When we have done what we can, God will do 
what we can't. 

One way to defend your church is to attend 
it •••••• Your absence from church is a vote 
to close its doors. THINK 01-l THAT!!!! 

FOOTPRINTS IN THE SANDS OF T]]vlE WERE NOT 
MADE BY THOSE WHO JUST SIT. 





Clarendon statistics first appear in the 
1914 Cape Fear-Columbus Minutes. 

1913 Minutes have Zion Hill with same delegates 
as 1914 for Clarendon, arp same clerk 
listed so therefore the~ Zion Hill 
church changed its name 1912/1914. 

Zion Hill admitted to Cape Fear- olumbus as 
newly const. church in 1906. 
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CLARENDON 

I 
The Clarendon Baptist Church! was organized in Augus t , 1906, the name 

being Zions Chapel. 

On Auguot 8, 1906, a Councill met with the church group composed of nine 
t een members, The name of the church was changed from Zion~ Chapel to 
Clarendon Baptist Church in Augus t , 1914. 

i 
The church decided that the members would plant one ac r e of land for 

the purpoi:;e of raising money to build a new church building. 

In 1950 Clarence Cribb was l~censed to preach. ln 1953 our first 
Bible School sponsored by the church was held. During the same year Foster 
Harrelson was licensed to preach.I In 1954 the church starting contributing 
to the Cooperative Program by giving $10.00 a month. In June, 1955, Foster 
Harrelson was ordained to preach. I 

In April, 1957, Eugene Gaskins wati licensed to preach. 

ln August, 1952, Rev. J. Ear~ Lanier started his pastorate. 
i 

In 1963 air conditioning and heating was installed. 
i 

On May 11, 1966, a Deliberating Committee was chosen to study the con 
dition of the building and to decide if renovation was feasible. Later a 
building conmi t t eewas chosen. In October, 1969, building plans for the 
erection of our present building was presented ~o the church for acceptance 
or rejection, but all the time the building committee had been quite active. 

I 
On December 6, 1970, a groundbreaking service was held. On the first 

Sunday in December, 1972, our first service in the sanctuary wab held. 

On May 2, 1972, we thankfully dedic.ated our new church building. 
I 

On November 8, 1977, throughlthe dedicated efforts of our people and 
the blessings of the Lord, the chµrch had paid off its banking indebtedness 
after only seven year s , On that day we witnessed a noteburning. Originally 
the note pay off was set up for a'ten year period. 

I 
ln November, 1978, an addition was built on the south end of our 

educational building, at the same] time our parking areas were paved and 
curbing added. 1 

I 
I 

On Sept ember 2 5, 197 9, a r ecommenda t ion was made to the church on the 
installation of an updated and more suitable sound system. 

' . 
Following is a chronological I list of church pastors insofar ds can be 

detennined from church records. Some minutes pages are missing after the 
appointment of A. D. Harrelson in October, 1914; howev~r. as best as can be 
determined A. D. Harrelson served as pastor until the appointment of H. K. 
Marlow for the 1921-22 church year. 

-79- 
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CLARENDON 

1906 - 1907 - C. Milliken 
1907 - Joshua Harrelson 
1908 - J. T. Tyner 
1910 - W. G. Chestnut 
1911 - J. T. Caines 
1913 - Joshua Har r e l son' 
March 1914 - W. D. Pridgen 
October 1914 - A. D. Harrelson 
1921 - 1922 - H. K. Marlow 
1923 - 1926 - w. A. Coleman 
1926 - 1933 - G. R. Hunt 
1933 - 1934 - S. A. Hatley 
1934 - 1937 - C. R. Hunt 
1937 1944 A. D. Harrelson 
1944 - 1953 - G. Clyde Prine~ 
1953 - 1955 - Woodrow Jolly 
1955 - 1957 - A. D. Harrelson 
1957 - 1962 - Joe Stanley 
1962 - 10-65 - J. Earl Lanier 
1966 - R. E. Carter 



1900 - 

1901 - 

1902 -, 

1903 - 

1904 - 

1905 - 

1906 - 

1907 - 

1908 - 

1909 - 

1910 - 

1911 - 

1912 - 

1913 - 

:t 

CLAHLNDON - 

1914 - N0:ti listed. 

1915 - L t d . s e. 
'1 

A.D. Hartellson,p;W~J. Harrellson elk 110 mem • 

1916 - 

1917 - 

1918 - 

1919 - 

1920 - 

1921 - 

1922 - 

1923 - 

1924 - 

I 
I 
I . I 

J ' 
\ \ 
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. 1925 - 

1926 - 

1927 - 

1928 - 

1929 - 

1930 - 

1931 - 

1932 - 

1933 - 

1934 - 

1935 - 

1936 - 

1937 - 

1938 - 

1939 - 

1940 - 

1941 - 

1942 - 
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1944 - 

1945 - 

1946 - 

1947 - 

1948 - 

1949 - 

/ 
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1950 - 

1951 - 

1952 - 

1953 - 
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1955 - 

1956 - 
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1958 - 

1959 - 

1960 - 

1961 - 

1962 - 

1963 - 

1964 - 

1965 - 

1966 - 

1967 - 

1968 - 

1969 - .. 

v/1970 - 4./,..,v~J, I wrr (!]; 
1971 

1972 - 

1973 - 

1974 - 
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I 1899 
l 

1900 - 

1901 - 

1902 - 

1903 - 

1904 - 

1905 - 

1906 - Admit. to as EOC. as newly const. 

1907 - 

1908 - 

1909 - 

1910 - 

1911 - 

1912 - 
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1915 - ~ ~Q- 

1916 - 

1917 - 

1918 - 

1919 - 

1920 - 

1921 - 

1922 - 

1923 - 

' 1924 - 
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The Heritage 
of a ntury 
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Clarendon aptist Church 
9355 Joe Bro n ighway South 
Clarendon, No h Carolina 28432 



Clarendon Baptist Church has been a Christian influence both in and out of our 
community for 100 years. While some of the church records have not been fully pre 
served, an attempt has been made to provide the most accurate church history possible. 
The data that was preserved provides us with a history of a church and to a large degree a 
history of a community and the people who constitute both. The materials used include 
excerpts from the first forty-one years of the church minutes and the more detailed infor 
mation from the next fifty-nine years of the church minutes. From some of the preserved 
Sunday School records, miscellaneous documents and the Columbus Baptist Association 
minutes we were able to gain additional historical information. 

An effort has been made to pay tribute to our ancestors and their descendants and to the 
present membership of the church. We also would like to pay special tribute to those who 
long ago realized the importance of documentation and through whose efforts we have 
the history that is available today. It is our earnest hope that current and future genera 
tions will continue to see the need for documenting our history, heritage and family re 
cords. Quite frequently we fail to realize the importance of this until our loved ones have 
passed on and the information can no longer be acquired. 

An expression of sincere gratifude goes to all who have labored to make this year of our · 
centennial celebration a wonderful success. To each of you who have shared information 
of any kind or helped in any way, we are forever grateful. 

Centennial Committee 

Patricia S. Fipps, Chair 
Judy B. Sechrest 

William L. Sechrest 
Jonathan B. Williams 

Material compiled by: 
Patricia Stephens Fipps 

11 One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: 
but the earth abidetn forever. 11 

Ecclesiastes 1 :4 



The Clarendon Baptist Church was constituted in1906, the name being Zion Cha 
pel, under the leadership of Rev. Christenberry Milliken, Moderator-Pastor, Rev. Joshua 
Harrelson, Secretary; and Haynes Harrelson, Treasurer. 

1906 - On August 8, the church council met at Zion Chapel. The council was com 
posed of Rev. Christenberry Milliken, Rev. Joshua Harrelson, Arlington Prince, and A. T. 
Ward. Following devotional exercises, a recess of 15 minutes was given. The church body 
assembled in the house for business with Rev. Milliken acting as moderator and Rev. Har 
relson serving as secretary. Letters were called for and the riames were read. (A list of these 
members can be found in another section.) At that time the Church Covenant and Arti 
cles of Faith were read and adopted by the church body. The Rules of Decorum and Order 
of Business were also read and approved by the church body. It was agreed this church 
would be known by the name of Zion Chapel. Brother N. M. Harrelson was elected as the 
clerk. It was agreed to extend a call to Rev. Christenberry Milliken as the pastor for the 
ensuing year. Joshua Harrelson and Haynes Harrelson were appointed as the first building 
committee, with Arlington Prince and A. T. Ward being the first deacons. 

The original minutes, from August 1906 until August 1947, are unaccounted for; 
however, some handwritten excerpts, beginning in September 1908, have been located. 
Details as to where the new church group met, beginning in August 1906, are unknown. 

1907 - In December, Pastor Joshua Harrelson was called to preach. 

1908 - In October, W.]. Harrelson was received into the church as a deacon and 
Pastor J. T. Tyner was called to preach, with a salary of $36.00 per year. 

1909 - A receipt dated June 8, 1909 on a letterhead from Oscar High, General Mer 
chant and Manufacturer of Brick and Farm Tile, Whiteville, NC and written in longhand 
reads: "Mr. L. F. Grainger, Clarendon, NC. We will be pleased to sell you on 60 days time 
180Q kiln-run brick@ $9.00 per thousand. Can ship at once and will be glad to have your 
order. Very sorry that I did not_ get to see you while you were here. A plain note with 
some good endorsers will be O.K. Yours truly, Oscar High." It is believed that these brick 
were to be used in the construction of the church. 

1910 - In December, W.G. Chestnut became the pastor. 

1911 - In November, Pastor]. T. Caines was called to preach. 

1913 - Pastor Joshua Harrelson was again called to preach in October. 
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1914 - It appears Pastor W. D. Pridgen began his pastorate sometime between June 

and August. In August, it was agreed the church name be changed from Zion Chapel 
to Clarendon Baptist Church, under the pastorate of W. D. Pridgen. L. F. Grainger, J.C. 
Stanley and J. J. Harrelson were appointed to a building committee. Pastor A. Dow Harrel 
son was called to succeed Pastor Pridgen in October. 

1915 - W. K. Todd, C. C. Todd and W. J. Harrelson were appointed as trustees in 
February. InMarch, the church decided members would plant one acre of land, for the 
purpose of raising money for a new church building. A committee composed of L. F. 
Grainger, Pastor Joshua Harrelson, and W. }. Harrelson were elected to look after the 
crops. According to a document dated April 8, 1915, which reads as follows: "We the 
Under-sign Members of the first Babtis Church of Clarendon Do here-by agree to raise ten 
head of Poltrey and apply the same to the building of a New Church. Which is to be 
built on the old Church Site. And the paster of sed church shall appoint a commitie 
of three lady members of sed church and the dutie of the sed commitee shall be to look 
after the raising of sed poltrey and recive from sed members sed poltrey and they shall 
sell sed poltry and turn the money over to the treasur and he shall pay it out as it is nec 
cary for the building of the sed church." The ladies signing the document were Fannie 
Cribb, Jane Cribb, L.A. Norris, and R. B. Cartrett. This document is copied and spelled as 
the original document was, with the exception of the bold print. The bold print gives us 
the only clue as to the location of the first church site. According to an additional docu 
ment dated April 8, 1915, which reads as follows: "We the undersigned realizing that the 
Baptists at Clarendon are greatly in need of a house of worship do cheerfully give the · 
amounts named opposite our names to aid our brethren there in their efforts to erect a 
suitable church building." There are two other documents that carry names and their 
pledge amounts, but are not dated. In addition to a few cash pledges, there are eighty 
signatures shown along with their pledges, ranging from a total of $.05 cents to $20.00. 
Many of the names are recognized as people from the Clarendon area, while others were 
from the Tabor City, Chadbourn, and Whiteville areas. A small percentage of the names 
and pledges are illegible. A note at the bottom of the second document reads " Kelly Todd 
bought the building materials, including the church bell, in his name and he supervised 
the building of the church. Members donated their labor for the building of the church." 
(William Kelly Todd was the father of Lillian Annette "Nettie" Todd Grainger.) 

J. C. (Council) Stanley was ordained as a deacon. In October, W. E. Hinson and W. 
M. Stephens, Sr. were added to the building committee. 

In 1805, the Cape Fear Association was formed. It existed until 1898 and included 
churches in Robeson, Columbus, Bladen, Brunswick and Pender counties and a few in 
South Carolina near the state line. (Columbus County was created in 1808 by an act of 
the North Carolina Legislature. It was formed from parts of Bladen and Brunswick coun 
ties.) In 1888 the first Columbus Baptist Association was formed from churches withdraw 
ing from the Cape Fear Association. The newly organized association did not exist but 
eleven years and in 1899 the Cape Fear-Columbus Association was formed. Clarendon 
became a member of the latter association in 1915. In 1936 the Columbus Baptist Asso 
ciation was formed with Clarendon being one of the charter members. 
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On September 15, 1915, C. C. Todd, M.A. Todd, D. P. Todd and S. C. Todd con 
veyed a tract of land, containing one acre, to C. C. Todd, W. K. Todd and W. J. Harrelson, 
Trustees, of the Clarendon Missionery Babtist Church (as spelled in deed). Deed is found 
in Columbus County Registry in Book V-2, Page 334. 

1916 - J. C. Cribb was added to the building committee in January. The January 
minutes read "parts of the church that cannot be used in new one to be sold. Receipts 
added to church treasury". It appears this was the first church building and preceded the 
two that we are more knowledgeable about. In February, it was "moved that there be a 
proportionment of $250.00 to male members, for the purpose of building a new church." 
A committee comprised of W. K. Todd, J. J. Harrelson and (illegible) Harrelson, was ap 
pointed to proportion a fair amount to each member. On March 16, 1916, A. W. Baldwin, 
Register of Deeds for Columbus County in Whiteville, NC, received $2.00 from J. C. Stan 
ley, Chadbourn, NC, to record "l Deed Baptist Church (Clarendon)." The receipt indi 
cates the deed was $1.75, with a check enclosed for $.75 cents, for a total of $2.00 that 
was paid "by check." On Tuesday, after the fourth Saturday of June, work actually started 
on the church building. It appears that the church members were instrumental in raising 
money and performing the necessary work to get the church constructed. According to 
excerpts from available minutes and other related documents, Pastor A. Dow Harrelson 
was called to continue his pastorate in June and served until sometime in 1920. Accord 
ing to other evidence, Pastor H.K. Marlowe was serving in January of 1921. There appears 
to be no clear evidence of when Pastor Harrelson stopped and Pastor Marlowe began. Ac 
cording to other documents, Pastor Marlowe's salary was $39.34. 

Complete minutes are missing from October 1916 to April 1921. 

1919 - According to handwritten records beginning in 1919 through 1926, church 
members pledged money for the pastor's salary, which appears to have been paid monthly. 

1920 - Some of the earlier surnames found in the church records are Alford, Car 
trett, Cox, Cribb, Edge, Elliott, Faircloth, Fowler, Gore, Grainger, Greene, Harden, Harrel 
son, Hinson, Hunt, Jolly, Jones, Joyner, Martin, Moody, Nealy, Nobles, Norris, Parker, Pe 
terson, Powell, Prince, Richardson, Rhodes, Simmons, Skipper, Spivey, Stanley, Stephens, 
Todd, Tyler, Ward, Watts and Williams. 

1921 - W. E. Hinson was licensed to carry the gospel on August 26. George R. Hunt 
was ordained on August 27, with W. E. Hinson granted the privilege to preach. 

1922 - The April minutes state "money in church treasure to be used to finish 
painting church." Joshua Harrelson was called to pastor the church in June. The treasur 
er's report shows the pastor's salary as $ 23. 7 5. The treasurer's report in December shows 
the pastor's salary as $101.72, with freewill offerings of $82.30. These figures were for the 
previous two years. Report also indicates there was no money on hand. 

Minutes are sporadic or missing, beginning in the latter part of 1921 and continu 
ing until August 1947. 
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1923 - H.K. Marlowe was the pastor in February 1923 and N. M. Stanley was the 

treasurer. W. A. Coleman began his pastorate in December. 
1924 - The new church building was begun. N. M. Stanley was the clerk. There appears to 
be no clear evidence as to how long N. M. Stanley served as clerk, however, we do have 
evidence that others served as clerks before Stanley began as an assistant clerk in 19 51. 

1925 - The November minutes indicate W. ]. Harrelson was to finish inside of 
church. 

1926 - In August, George R. Hunt began his pastorate. He began serving in October. It 
appears that Pastor Hunt served until October 1932; however, records are sporadic at best. 

1932 - It also appears Pastor S. A. Hatley began serving in November. Other docu 
ments state "Sunday school rooms were built on either side of the church building." · 

1933 - W. H. (Wm. Hymrick) Prince was ordained as a deacon of the church. 

1934 - Pastor George R. Hunt was again called to preach. 

1936 - For the church year beginning the latter part of 1935, W. H. Prince served as SS 
supt. with S. W. Cribb as the assistant and A. L. Prince as the secretary. The teachers and their 
assistants were Nettie GratngerF J. Stanley, Clyde Prince, Blanche Hunt, Docia Prince, Hazel 
Richardson, Elizabeth Stanley, Irene Fowler, J. W. Stanley, Erusie Gaskin,]. C. Stanley,]. C. 
Cribb, W. ]. Harrelson, and Elmore Wright. There were seven Sunday school classes. 

1937 - A. Dow Harrelson began his second pastorate in June, serving until 1944. W. 
H. Prince was SS supt. with W. ]. Harrelson as the assistant, and Elmore Wright, secretary. 
Teachers were Nettie Grainger, Clyde Prince, Docia Prince, Elizabeth Stanley, J.W. Stanley, 
J. C. Stanley, and W. J. Harrelson. 

1938 - W.]. Harrelson was SS supt. while Robert Harrelson served as secretary. 
Teachers were Nettie Grainger, Clyde Prince, Docia Prince, Elizabeth Stanley, J. W. Stanley, 
W. ]. Harrelson, and W. H. Prince. Cecil Harrelson was in charge of music. Alice Prince 
was librarian and Ruby Stanley was the orphan missionary. 

1939 - W.]. Harrelson was SS supt. with R. V. Harrelson as the secretary. Teachers 
were Nettie Grainger, Ocie Prince, Clyde Harrelson, Docia Prince, Cecil Harrelson, J.C. 
Stanley, and S. W. Cribb. W. M. (Will) Stephens, Sr. began the year as music leader. Due to 
his death on May 2, 1939, Cornelius Harrelson, the assistant, completed the church year as 
the music leader. Elizabeth Stanley served as the librarian. 

1940 - W. H. Prince served as the SS supt. with W. T. Harrelson as the assistant. L. 
A. Williams was the secretary and Harry Prince was the assistant. Teachers were Nettie 
Grainger, Ocie Prince, Elizabeth Stanley, Clyde Grainger, H. R. Mccumbee, Neal Stanley, 
and]. R. Powell. Cornelius Harrelson was the music leader and J. C. Stanley was his as 
sistant.]. W. Harrelson served as the librarian. 
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1941 - W. H. Prince was the SS supt. and W. T. Harrelson was the assistant. L. A. 
Williams served as the secretary and Harry Prince was the assistant. J. C. Harrelson was 
the music leader and J.C. Stanley was the assistant. Nettie Grainger, Wanneda Buffkin, 
Ocie Prince, Bertha Edge, Clyde Grainger, Margaret H. Simmons (daughter of Rev. George 
Hunt), Letha Edge, Docia Prince, H. R. Mccumbee, Carlie Simmons, Neal Stanley, J.C. 
Cribb,]. R. Powell, and W. J. Harrelson served as teachers and their assistants. Annie Ruth 
Hunt, Alene Williams, Betty Jo Stephens, and Kathleen Grainger served as librarians. The 
average Sunday school attendance was eighty-four. Receipts were $94.93, while disburse 
ments were $77.14. 

1942 - W. H. Prince was the SS supt. and Neal Stanley the assistant. L.A. Williams 
was the secretary and Erubie Gaskin was the assistant.]. C. Harrelson was the music lead 
er and Neal Stanley was the assistant. Teachers and their assistants were Nettie Grainger, 
Clyde Harrelson, Ocie Prince, Wanneda Buffkin, Bertha Edge, Clyde Grainger, Letha Edge, 
Vera Norris, H. R. Mccumbee, W. H. Prince, Bruce Cribb, Wilson Harrelson, J. R. Powell, 
and W. J. Harrelson. Librarians were Annie Ruth Hunt, Alene Williams, Betty Jo Stephens 
and Kathleen Grainger. Receipts were $133.68 and disbursements were $129.24. Average 
Sunday school attendance was ninety. 

1943 - According to the Columbus Baptist Associational History, the associational 
conference was held at the Clarendon Baptist Church. Winfrey Davis served as modera 
tor. R. B. Rasberry was the clerk and G. M. Singletary brought the sermon. W. H. Prince 
was the SS supt. and J. R. Powell was the assistant. L. A. Williams was the secretary and 
Carl Stephens was the assistant. Teachers were Nettie Grainger, Louise Williams, Bertha 
Edge, Letha Edge, and W. T. Harrelson, Henry Mccumbee, and J. R. Powell. Receipts were 
$149.53 and disbursements were $131.58. 

1944 - Pastor G. Clyde Prince was called to preach, serving until April of 1953. The 
WMU was organized on Sunday, March 12, at the church, with WMU members from Ta 
bor City present. The first meeting was held at the church on a Sunday afternoon (April 
16.) Twenty-three members were present.]. R. Powell served as the SS supt. and W. H. 
Prince was the assistant. Cornelius Harrelson was the music leader and C. C. Harrelson 
was the assistant. The secretary was C. C. Harrelson and L.A. Williams was the assistant. 
Teachers were Nettie Grainger, Clyde Harrelson, W. T. Harrelson, W. J. Harrelson, Bruce 
Cribb, J.C. Cribb, and S. W. Cribb. Orphan missionary was L.A. Williams andJ. C. Stan 
ley was the librarian. Custodian was Bill Gore. Money on hand at end of year was $34.63. 
Average Sunday school attendance was one hundred and three. 

1945 - ]. R. Powell was the SS supt. and Bruce Cribb was the assistant. J.C. Har 
relson was the music leader and the assistant was Bruce Cribb. C. C. Harrelson was the 
secretary and L. A. Williams was the assistant. Classroom teachers and their assistants 
were Nettie Grainger, Wanneda Buffkin, Doris Gore, Eva Williams, W. T. Harrelson, Alene 
Williams, W. H. Prince, N. M. Stanley, S. W. Cribb,]. Harrelson, J. C. Cribb, Bruce Cribb, 
and L.A. Williams. The librarian was Carl Stephens. Custodian was S. W. Cribband the 
orphan missionary was Eva Williams. Money on hand at end of the year was $235.88 
and average Sunday school attendance was one hundred and twenty eight. 
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1946 - W. H. Prince was the SS supt. and]. R. Powell was the assistant. J.C. Har 

relson was the music leader and Bruce Cribb was the assistant. C. C. Harrelson was the 
secretary and L.A. Williams was the assistant. Teachers and their assistants were Nettie 
Grainger, Letha Edge, Wanneda Buffkin, Berta Barnhill, Docia Prince, Louise Williams, W. 
T. Harrelson, Lucille Powell, Paul Stephens, Milton Wright, W. J. Harrelson, Gray Hughes, 
J.C. Cribb, Carl Stephens, Henry Mccumbee, and S. W. Cribb. Ruby Hughes was librar 
ian, Pinkney Williams was the custodian and the orphan missionaries were Ruth Greene, 
Vera Norris, and Louise Williams. There were eight Sunday school classes. 

1947 - This book of minutes begins with a conference, dated August 1947, while 
the last entry is dated September 11, 1994, This is the oldest book that has been located. 
It has a list of male and female members beginning with revised lists of both, dated 1947. 
The first pastor listed is G. Clyde Prince, with L. Carl Stephens as the clerk. In November, 
the church decided to transfer $2,000.00 from the treasury to the building fund. Based 
on the records found, it appears that conferences were usually held on Saturdays before 
the fourth Sunday of the month, unless it was a "called conference." It is noted that the 
roll for male members was called periodically (usually monthly), with only a rare men 
tion of the roll for female members (usually annually) being called. The SS supt. was W. 
T. Harrelson and the assistant was Bruce Cribb. Paul Stephens was the music leader and 
J.C. Harrelson was the assistant. L.A. Williams was the secretary and Robert Harrelson 
was the assistant secretary. Nettie Grainger, Letha Edge, Ruth Greene, Wanneda Buffkin, 
Docia Prince, Louise Williams, Milton Wright, H. R. Mccumbee, W. J. Harrelson, Mrs. B. 
F. Duncum, Vera Norris,]. C. Cribb, Neal Stanley, and W. H. Prince served as the teachers 
and assistants. Vera Norris and Alice Prince were the librarians. Orphan missionaries were 
Ruth Greene, Vera Norris and Louise Williams. 

1948 - In June, a motion was approved for William H. Prince and Ruey Hewett to 
see about obtaining chairs for classrooms. On October 17, William H. Prince was nomi 
nated as moderator for the October 20th Association. Bruce Cribb, Lucian A. Williams, 
Paul Stephens, and Foster Harrelson were named as delegates. Dozier Powell, Ezra Har 
relson, S. W. Cribb, and J.C. Harrelson were named as alternates. The SS supt. was Bruce 
Cribb and W. H. Prince was his assistant. J. C. Harrelson was the music leader. W. M. 
Stephens, Jr., was the assistant to the music leader and to the treasurer. L. A. Williams 
was the secretary. Nettie Grainger, Letha Edge, Wanneda Buffkin, Lennie Williams, Dacia 
Prince, Louise Williams, W. T. Harrelson, Ruey Hewett, H. R. Mccumbee, W. J. Harrelson, 
Mrs. B. F. Duncum, Elizabeth Walters, J. C. Cribb, N. M. Stanley, W. H. Prince, and S. W. 
Cribb served as teachers and assistant teachers. Vera Norris was librarian and the custodi 
an was Louise Williams. Orphan missionaries were Elizabeth Walters, Letha Edge and Mrs. 
B. F. Duncum. 

1949 - Additional Sunday school rooms, of brick construction and a baptistery were 
added to the rear of the church. (Prior to adding the baptistery, the only known location 
for baptisms was Spivey's millpond, now Lake Tabor). In the spring of this year a great 
revival was held and approximately thirty-four new members were baptized. Bruce Cribb 
was the SS supt. andJ. C. Harrelson was his assistant. The secretary was L.A. Williams and 
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Foster Harrelson was the assistant. J.C. Harrelson was the music leader and W. M. Ste 
phens, Jr. was his assistant. Teachers and their assistants were Nettie Grainger, Letha Edge, 
Edna Stephens, Flossie Hardie, Wanneda Buffkin, Docia Prince, W. T. Harrelson, Ruey 
Hewett, and H. R. Mccumbee, Milton Wright, Mrs. B. F. Duncum, Ruth Greene, Louise 
Williams, Paul Stephens, Ed Greene, W. H. Prince, Foster Harrelson, and W. M. Stephens, 
Jr. Average attendance was one hundred and fifty eight. There were nine Sunday school 
classes. 

1950 - In August, Clarence Cribb was licensed for ministry work. On October 4, 
Clarence Cribb, W. H. Prince, S. W. Cribb, and Ed Greene were elected as delegates to the 
Association to be held at Porter Swamp and Cherry Grove Baptist churches. W. T. Harrel 
son was the SS supt. and Ed Greene was his assistant. Carl Stephens was the secretary-trea 
surer and his assistant was L.A. Williams. ]. C. Harrelson was the music leader and Foster 
Harrelson was the assistant. Nettie Grainger, Letha Edge, Ruth Greene, Flossie Hardie, Fos 
ter Harrelson, Milton Wright, Wanneda Buffkin, Lennie Williams, Louise Williams, Paul 
Stephens, Ruey Hewett, Ellen Sherrill, H. R. Mccumbee, W. H. Prince, Mrs. B. F. Duncum, 
Docia Prince, Vera Norris, Clarence Cribb and J.C. Harrelson served as the teachers and 
their assistants. 

1951 - Neal M. Stanley began recording the minutes in January, as an assistant 
clerk. The SS supt. was Ed Greene. Paul Stephens was the assistant to the SS supt. and to 
the music leader. Carl Stephens was secretary-treasurer and L.A. Williams served as his 
assistant.]. C. Harrelson was the music leader and Lois Leonard was the pianist. Assistant 
pianists were Belle Cribb and Letha Edge. Nettie Grainger, Letha Edge, Lennie Williams, 
Vivian Stanley, Foster Harrelson, Milton Wright, Ruth Greene, W. H. Prince, J.C. Cribb, 
Louise Williams, Ellen Sherrill, Elizabeth Walters, Clyde Stanley, Mrs. B. F. Duncum, Docia 
Prince, W. T. Harrelson, and S. W. Cribb were the teachers and their assistants. 

1952 - W. Thomas Harrelson, Jr. was ordained as a deacon on February 10. Deacons 
present from other churches were: Lester Watts, New Life; Roland Milligan and Oca Nor 
ris, Sandy Plains; Davis Gause, Dulah; Carl Bullock, Mt. Sinai; Roland Lee, Sweet Home. 
Rev. Otto Edwards conducted the ordination service. In June, it was moved and seconded 
to begin the revival meeting on the 3rd Sunday of September, continuing through the 
4th Sunday. Carl Stephens, clerk, last recorded the minutes on February 10, 1952. E.W. 
Greene was the SS supt. and Paul Stephens was the assistant. Carl Stephens was the sec 
retary-treasurer and L. A. Williams was the assistant. J. C. Harrelson was the music leader 
and W. F. Harrelson was the assistant. Pianists were Letha Edge and Belle Cribb. The 
teachers and their assistants were Nettie Grainger, Letha Edge, Agnes Barfield, Lennie Wil 
liams, Dewey Hewett, W. F. Harrelson, Paul Stephens, W. T. Harrelson, Louise Williams, 
Edna Stephens, Ethel P. Hunt, Milton Wright, Mrs. B. F. Duncum, Clarence Cribb and L. 
A. Williams. Paul Stephens was the training director. 

1953 - While no clear record is found, it appears that Neal M. Stanley began serving 
as the clerk in April. The first Bible School, sponsored by the church, was held in June. On 
Sunday, July 19, Woodrow Jolly began his pastorate. The following Wednesday night, Fos- 
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ter Harrelson was granted a license to preach the gospel. In September, it was decided to 
begin holding conference on Wednesday night after the second Sunday of each month. 
W. F. Harrelson was the SS supt. and Neal Stanley was the assistant. Carl Stephens was the 
secretary-treasurer and Thomas Harrelson was the assistant. J. C. Harrelson was the music 
leader and Ed Greene was the assistant. Letha Edge served as pianist. Nettie Grainger, Le 
tha Edge, Agnes Barfield, Duckery Barfield, Dewey Hewett, Cecil Harrelson, Clyde Stanley, 
J. C. Cribb, Louise Williams, Paul Stephens, Edna Stephens, Annie Stanley, Milton Wright, 
Betty Jo Glaesner, Mrs. B. F. Duncum, W. T. Harrelson, and Ed Greene served as teachers 
and assistants. Paul Stephens was the training director and Ed Greene was the assistant. 

1954 - In January, it was moved and seconded to hold spring revival the first week 
of April. In May, the clerk calling the roll of male members called the conference to 
order. In August, Margaret L. Hewett was appointed as the Bible school director for the 

. following year. In October, the pastor's salary was set at $2,000.00 for 1955. It was de 
cided to budget $15.00 for the Cooperative Program and $7.50 for the Associational Mis 
sions. W. T. Harrelson was the SS supt. and Paul Stephens was the assistant. Carl Stephens 
was the secretary-treasurer and the assistant was Thomas Harrelson. J.C. Harrelson was 
the music leader and Ed Greene was the assistant. Letha Edge was the pianist Teachers 
and assistants were Nettie Grainger, Letha Edge, Ruby Hughes, Elizabeth Walters, Dewey 
Hewett, Cecil Harrelson, Ed Greene, Louise Williams, Neal Stanley, Edna Stephens, Ber 
nice Stephens, Paul Stephens, Mrs. B. F. Duncum, Ruey Hewett, Foster Harrelson, and W. 
H. Prince. The training director was Paul Stephens and Ruth Greene was the assistant. The 
church hosted the annual Columbus Baptist Association meeting. 

' .. 

1955 - In January, it was decided to begin Vacation Bible School the first Monday 
after school was dismissed for the summer. In February, a committee comprised of Ruey 
Hewett, Carl Stephens and Ed Greene, were appointed to investigate the cost of class 
rooms.in the rear of the church. In May, a motion was approved to appoint help for the 
fall revival. Pastor S. W. Jolly was elected to conduct the revival, to begin the second Sun 
day in September. 

On July 11, at 8:00 P. M., a presbytery was called at the request of the church, to 
examine Brother Foster Harrelson. The council was composed of the ordaining council 
of the Columbus Baptist Association, in addition to Pastor A. Dow Harrelson. After the 
opening prayer, the following were elected: Brother S. W. Jolly, moderator and Brother G. 
W. Dowd, secretary. Brothers Vance Tyson, C. E. Brisson, and Richard Williams questioned 
the candidate regarding the experience of conversion, experience of call to the ministry, 
Baptist doctrine and policy, ordinances of baptism, and the Lord's Supper. Brother Har 
relson was then excused. During this time a motion was unanimously approved to recom 
mend to Clarendon Baptist Church that they proceed with ordination. Pastors present 
were: Jennis McLamb, Vance Tyson, Forest Strole, C. E. Brisson, Richard Williams, Wood 
row Jolly, George W. Dowd, A. D. Harrelson, R. W. Strickland, Anson Smith and Raymond 
Cumbee. On Sunday, July 17, a meeting was called at the church, for the purpose of or 
daining Brother Foster Harrelson. Service was opened with the congregation singing "To 
The Work." Pastor Richard Williams led the opening prayer. After the singing of "Take My 
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Life and Let It Be," the minutes were read by the clerk of the presbytery with the recom 
mendation that the church proceed with the ordination. A motion was approved for the 
church to proceed. Brother A. D. Harrelson brought the sermon. Brother Vance Tyson 
made the charge to the candidate. Brother Forest Strole made the charge to the church. 
After the presentation of the Bible, by Brother Anson Smith, Brother C. E. Brisson led the 
ordination prayer. The presbytery then extended the right hand of fellowship to Brother 
Foster and Mrs. Ila Harrelson. Pastors present were: S. W. Jolly, A. D. Harrelson, Vance Ty 
son, Richard Williams, Forest Strole, C. E. Brisson and Anson Smith. In July, the modera 
tor selected Eugene Gaskin, J. R. Hunt and Ila Harrelson as a committee to nominate the 
superintendent and the training union director and to secure a Bible to be presented to 
Rev. Foster Harrelson, now an ordained minister. 

On October 9, Pastor Woodrow Jolly tendered his resignation to the church. Pas 
tor A. Dow Harrelson was again called to preach, serving through September 19 5 7. Ed 
Greene was the SS supt. and the assistant was Dewey Hewett. Carl Stephens was the 
secretary-treasurer. J. C. Harrelson was the music leader and Letha Edge was the pianist. 
Nettie Grainger, Letha Edge, Ruby Hughes, Elizabeth Walters,]. R. Hunt, Dewey Hewett, 
Wanneda Buffkin, Elatha Hewett, Louise Williams, Ruey Hewett, Edna Stephens, Rowena 
Grainger, Paul Stephens, Milton Wright, Mrs. B. F. Duncum, Margaret Hewett, Foster 
Harrelson, and W. T. Harrelson were teachers and assistants. Carl Stephens was the train 
ing director and Ruey Hewett was the assistant. The Bible school principal was Rev. S. 
W. Jolly. In December, the conference was called to order by calling the roll of the male 
members. Minutes of the last conference were read and approved in their present form. 
Visiting brethren were seated. Brethren Keith Fowler from Iron Hill and Doras Leonard 
from Beaverdam were made welcome. 

1956 - In February, a committee recommended Brother A. D. Harrelson as the Bible 
school supt. In May, it was moved and seconded to make]. R. Powell an honorary dea 
con of the church. J.C. Harrelson, S. W. Cribb, N. M. Stanley, Roy Stanley, and Ed Greene 
were appointed, as a committee, to select three men as deacons. At the June conference, 
Sister A. D. Harrelson of New Brunswick and Brother Eugene Greene of Cedar Grove were 
seated. A motion passed to vote in the near future on Eugene Gaskin, Ed Greene and Roy 
Stanley, as deacons. On July 15, it was decided to begin the fall revival on the second 
Sunday in October. The pastor asked for list of male members who had not answered the 
roll in a year. In August, a motion passed to have a twenty-day singing school. In Septem 
ber, Roy Stanley requested his name be withdrawn as a possible deacon. In November, Ed 
Greene requested his name be withdrawn as a possible deacon. J.M. Strickland and Mal 
colm Stephens were appointed as ushers and Bobby Harrelson and R. J. "Chic" Glaesner 
were appointed as assistant ushers. Motion passed to change prayer meeting night back 
to Wednesday of each week. It was unanimously agreed to use 25% of the Sunday school 
offering and all of the worship offering to build up the treasury for the purpose of build 
ing a new church. The SS supt. was Eugene Gaskin and the assistant was Roy Stanley. 
Carl Stephens was the secretary-treasurer and L.A. Williams was the assistant. Cornelius 
Harrelson was the music leader and Carl Stephens was the assistant. Letha Edge was the 
pianist and Elizabeth Walters was the assistant. Teachers and their assistants were Letha 
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Edge, Belle W. Cribb, Ruby Hughes, Vivian Stanley, Bertha Edge, Roy Stanley, Ed Greene, 
Jerry Stephens, Wanneda Buffkin, Bernice Stephens, Louise Williams, Ruey Hewett, Dewey 
Hewett, Dewey Cribb, Edna Stephens, Rowena Grainger, Paul Stephens, Virginia Gaskin, 
Ila Harrelson, Barbara Stephens, Elizabeth Walters, Ruth Greene, Wilson Harrelson, and]. 
R. Hunt. Training directors were Dewey Hewett and Paul Stephens. Ruey Hewett was the 
assistant. Bible school principal was Rev. S. W. Jolly and the assistant was Ruth Greene. 

1957 - In April, Eugene Gaskin was licensed to preach. In September, Dewey Hewett and 
Arthur Livingston were unanimously approved as deacons. In June, J.C. Harrelson, Carl 
Stephens, Ruey Hewett and N. M. Stanley were named to a pulpit search committee. At a 
second conference in June, it was moved and seconded that Pastor Vance Tyson be called 
to serve from October 1957 through September 1958. Due to poor health, Tyson was un 
able to serve. In October, Shafton Wayne Hewett, Bobby Dale Harrelson, Johnny Harrel 
son and Johnny Grainger were appointed as ushers. In November, Pastor Joe Stanley was 
called to serve. The SS supt. was Eugene Gaskin and the assistant was Jerry Stephens. Carl 
Stephens was the secretary-treasurer and the assistant was L.A. Williams. Carl Stephens 
was the music leader and Margaret Hewett was the assistant. Pianist was Letha Edge and 
the assistant was Elizabeth Walters. Teachers and their assistants were Letha Edge, Ruby 
Hughes, Roy Stanley, Jerry Stephens, Bernice Stephens, Louise Williams, Ruey Hewett, 
Edna Stephens, Rowena Grainger, Paul Stephens, Naomi Williams, Virginia Gaskin, Bar 
bara Stephens, Elizabeth Walters, Wilson Harrelson, and]. R. Hunt. Training director was 
Paul Stephens. Ruth Gree:qe was in charge of Vacation Bible School. There were ten Sun 
day school classes. 

1958 - In February, a motion passed to order fifty new hymnals. They were needed 
before the spring revival. In May, Pastor Stanley's resignation, due to poor health, was 
accepted. A pulpit search committee, comprised of W. T. Harrelson, Chic Glaesner, Ruey 
Hewett, Edna Stephens, and Neal Stanley was appointed. In August, a building commit 
tee, comprised of Carl Stephens, Dewey Hewett, Neal Stanley, Edna Stephens, Louise 
Williams, Son Cribb, Arthur Livingston, and Venia Stanley were appointed. In October, it 
was decided the church would send $25.00 each month to the cooperative program. Joe 
Stanley was again called to preach. A motion was approved to have the building commit 
tee contact each member to see what each would pledge for the next five years toward a 
new pastorium. 

1959 - In February, a church grounds improvement and beautification project 
began. In March plans for a brotherhood organization were read and approved. In May, 
a motion was approved for the church to purchase the materials to paint the upstairs 
Sunday school rooms. In July, a motion was approved to appoint a committee to elect 
officers and teachers, dependent upon the approval of the church. InSeptember, it was 
decided to screen all classrooms and air condition the sanctuary. W. T. Harrelson was 
approved as the SS supt. for the upcoming year. An appointed committee brought the 
names of the recommended officers and teachers before the church. All those recom 
mended were approved. Chic Glaesner, Jerry Stephens, Bill Stephens and Richard Williams 
were appointed as ushers. Vacation Bible School supt. was Joe Stanley and Chic Glaesner was 
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his assistant. Delegates to the associational meeting were WT. Harrelson, N. M. Stanley, Lou 
ise Williams, and Mrs. Joe Stanley. Alternates were Clara Belle Simmons, Dewey Hewett and 
Belle H. Harrelson. In November, Wanneda Buffkin was appointed as the Christmas program 
director. 

1960 - A motion was approved to hold the spring revival beginning the second 
Sunday night in March. In May the buying of screens and an air conditioner that had 
been proposed in 1959, was postponed due to insufficient funds. In September, Wanneda 
Buffkin, Paul Stephens and Edna Stephens were appointed to plan the Christmas pro 
gram. 

1961 - In February, the church accepted Arthur Livingston's resignation as deacon. 
A motion was approved to have the church painted. Two or three closed bids were to 
be obtained for the labor. The church would purchase the paint. In March, the church 
agreed to pay into a retirement system for the pastor. The plan provided by the Southern 
Baptist Convention was chosen. In June, the church voted to make S. W. Cribb an hon 
orary deacon. In July, a motion passed to secure an outside light for the church. Hubert 
Simmons was elected as the custodian. In August, an appointed committee recommended 
keeping W. T. Harrelson as the SS supt. and Ed Greene as the training director for another 
year. In September, the church voted to reverse its decision to make S. W. Cribb an honor 
ary deacon and restored him as an active deacon. A motion was approved to accept Carl 
Stephens as a deacon. The resignation of Ed Greene as training director was accepted. 
Paul Stephens was approved as his replacement. 

1962 - In May, a motion was approved to let the deacon board serve as the pulpit 
committee. In August,]. Earl Lanier began his pastorate. In September, J.C. Harrelson, S. 
W. Cribb, and Sherry Lynn Stephens volunteered to aid with the anniversary scheduled 
for the 4th Saturday. Associational delegates were W. T. Harrelson, N. M. Stanley, Jerry 
Stephens, Barbara Stephens, and Venia Stanley. Officers and teachers, selected by the dea 
cons and the SS supt. were approved. 

1963 - In January, Jerry Stephens resigned as Bible Class teacher and H. R. Mccum 
bee was appointed to fill that position. In May, an evangelistic crusade, held by Vance 
Tyson, Eugene Gaskins and Jimmy Hinson, was held at Clarendon Baptist Church. An or 
gan was brought in for this occasion and later the church decided to purchase it. In July, 
the Sunday offering of $389.43, in addition to $400.00 from a savings account was used 
to pay for half the organ cost, leaving an approximate balance of $710.00 due on August 
10. This organ was still in use on September 1, 1980. A motion was approved to nomi 
nate Paul Stephens for the SS supt. and Ruey Hewett as the training union director. New 
teachers and officers were also to be selected for the new church year. In September, the 
new budget was adopted. Chic Glaesner was nominated to serve as the SS supt. until Paul 
Stephens was able to serve. 

1964 - In March, the church accepted Carl Stephens' resignation as a deacon and as 
the secretary-treasurer. In April, Eugene Richardson was elected as the secretary-treasurer. 
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In July, a motion was approved for Ruey Hewett to become the training union direc- 
tor. The deacons, pastor and secretary would serve as the budget committee. In October, 
Dewey Hewett, Neal Stanley, and Jerry Stephens were selected as delegates to the Associa 
tion. Venia Stanley and Wanneda Buffkin served as alternates. 

1965 - In March, a motion passed to use funds raised by the G. A.'s for the purpose 
of painting the church interior. Walls would be light green with white ceilings. The G. 
A.'s would decide on colors for the restrooms. In October, Jimmy Hewett, Billy Simmons, 
Furnie Hughes, and]. R. Stanley, Jr. were selected for ushers. In November, a motion was 
approved to select Dewey Hewett, Jerry Stephens, Chic Glaesner, and Eugene Richardson 
as the pulpit committee. Motion approved to try for either a full-time or part-time pastor. 
On December 26, Robert E. Carter began as a half-time pastor. Preaching would be held 
the first and third Sunday mornings and the second and fourth Sunday nights. 

1966 - Jan Floyd was ordained to preach on January 16. A motion was approved 
to nominate Margaret Hewett, Rosabell Powell, and Roy Stanley as the building and · 
grounds committee. In March, Robert E. Carter began his full time pastorate. In April, the 
church accepted]. R. Hunt's resignation as deacon. In May, the church accepted Eugene 
Richardson as a deacon. On May 11, a deliberating committee was chosen to 'study the 
condition of the building and to decide if renovation was feasible. Committee members 
were Jerry Stephens, Ruey Hewett, Rowena Grainger,]. R. Stanley, Jr. and Cathleen Floyd. 
Renovation was never started. A motion was approved to eliminate the ninety-day pe 
riod of probation for the ordination of deacons. In June, a motion was approved for the 
building and grounds committee to determine what was necessary to repair classrooms. 
In September, following a July deacons meeting, the congregation was advised that it had 
been decided to send a committee to Raleigh for the purpose of talking with a Mr. Bagley, 
regarding the best procedure to follow regarding the improvement of the church build 
ing. W. T. Harrelson was the deacon chair. Margaret Hewett was the pianist. Ruey Hewett 
served as the SS supt.]. R. Stanley, Jr. was the training union director and Jerry Stephens 
was the music director. Venia Stanley was the president of the WMU. Eugene Richardson 
was the treasurer and N. M. Stanley was the clerk. 

1967 - N. M. Stanley was the clerk and Eugene Richardson was the treasurer. W. T. 
Harrelson served as the deacon chair. Venia Stanley was the WMU president and Thomas 
Harrelson was the brotherhood director. Music director was Jerry Stephens and]. R. Stan 
ley, Jr. was the training director. Ruey Hewett was the SS supt .. Messengers to the annual 
CBA meeting were N. M. Stanley and Blanco and Irene Williams. Margaret Hewett was the 
pianist and Evelyn Williams was the assistant. A motion was approved to have a Christ 
mas social at the community club. Margaret Hewett, Rowena Grainger, and Venia Stanley 
were selected to be in charge. 

1968 - In October, a motion was approved to have homecoming on October 20, 
with Brother Woodrow Jolly to be the speaker. Margaret Hewett, Venia Stanley, Neal Stan 
ley and Bernice Stephens volunteered to act as the steering committee for this event. Wil 
son T. Harrelson was the deacon chair and N. M. Stanley was the clerk. Eugene Richard 
son served as the treasurer and Margaret Hewett was president of the WMU. Brotherhood 
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director was Shafton Hewett and Jerry Stephens was the music director. Bobby Stanley 
was director of the training union and Ruey Hewett was the SS supt. Pianist was Margaret 
Hewett. Messengers to the annual CBA meeting were Neal and Venia Stanley. 

1969 - In January, Bobby N. Stanley was nominated to fill a vacancy on deacon 
board. In June, the board of deacons nominated Ruey Hewett, Paul Stephens, J.C. Wil 
liams and Thomas Harrelson for church trustees. Thomas Harrelson began serving as 
the clerk. Later, a building committee, comprised of Bernice Stephens, Rowena Grainger, 
Eugene Richardson, Margaret Hewett and Ruey Hewett, was chosen. In September, Hu 
bert Simmons asked that the church accept his resignation as a deacon. In October, plans 
for the erection of the present building were presented to the church, for acceptance or 
rejection. According to the 1969 CBA minutes, Neal Stanley was a deacon at the time of 
his death. No documentation has been found indicating when he first became a deacon. 
Margaret Hewett was the pianist and Evelyn Williams was the assistant. Shafton Hewett 
served as the brotherhood director and Bobby Stanley was director of the training union. 
The SS supt. was Ruey Hewett and Wilson T. Harrelson was the deacon chair. Thomas Har 
relson was the clerk and Eugene Richardson was the treasurer. Messengers to the annual 
CBA meeting were Margaret and Ruey Hewett and J. R. and Peggy Stanley. 

1970 - In February, J. R. Stanley, Jr., was nominated to fill a vacancy on deacon 
board. In October, Furnie Hughes was nominated to serve as a trustee, replacing Ruey 
Hewett. Bobby Stanley and Jerry Stephens were added to the building committee. A 
motion was approved to borrow $50,000.00, from Waccamaw Bank & Trust Co. and 
$5,000.00 from State Mission to construct a new church. The deacon chair was Wilson 
Harrelson and the clerk was W. T. Harrelson, Jr. Eugene Richardson served as the treasurer. · 
Patricia Stanley was the WMU president and Alice Williams was the music director. Bobby 
Stanley was director of the training union and Shafton Hewett was the SS supt. Margaret 
Hewett was the pianist. Messengers to the annual CBA meeting were J. R. Stanley, Peggy 
Stanley, Venia Stanley and Leila Richardson. 

On October 16, 1970, Carl Stephens and wife, Edna H. Stephens conveyed to 
Jerry K. Stephens, W. Paul Stephens, Thomas Harrelson, J.C. Williams and Ruey Hewett, 
Trustees for Clarendon Missionary Baptist Church, two tracts of land. The first tract con 
tained 0.20 acres and abutted the east side of the church ground between SR 1314 and SR 
1315. The second tract was a small triangular tract, located in the southern intersection 
of SR 1315 and NC Hwy 410, containing about 0.25 acres. The second tract came about 
as a result of the line of travel for SR 1315, being changed. Prior to this change, SR 1315 
had ended in the intersection of SR 1314 and NC Hwy 410. Following the road change, 
the southwest end of SR 1315, now runs parallel to SR 1314. Deed is found in Columbus 
County Registry in Book 258, Page 383. 

1970 - On November 15, at a called conference, the trustees were authorized to bor 
row $50,000.00, from the original Waccamaw Bank & Trust Co., in Chadbourn, NC. On 
December 6, a groundbreaking ceremony was held for the new church. 
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1971 - W. T. Harrelson was the deacon chair and Thomas Harrelson served as the 

clerk. Eugene Richardson continued to serve as the treasurer, while Donald Rabon was the 
brotherhood director. WMU director was Pat Stanley, with Alice Williams serving as the 
director of music. The training union director was Bobby Stanley and Shafton Hewett was 
the SS director. Margaret Hewett served as the pianist .. On the 1st Sunday in December, the 
first service was held in the new church sanctuary. 

1972 - On May 7, the new church building was dedicated. E. Cleve Wilkie delivered 
the message of dedication. A luncheon followed in the fellowship hall. Thanks were given 
to each and every one who in any way had been a part of this venture of faith. In Decem 
ber, a motion was approved to buy 200 Baptist Hymnals to replace the Broadman song 
books. The deacon chair was Wilson T. Harrelson and Thomas Harrelson served as the 
clerk. Treasurer was Eugene Richardson and Donald Rabon was the brotherhood director 
and the assistant SS director. Margaret Hewett was the WMU director and Jerry Stephens 
was the music director. The training union director was Bobby N. Stanley and Shafton 
Hewett was the SS director. The pianist was Margaret Hewett. Messengers to the annual 
CBA meeting were Wanneda Dudley, Venia Stanley, Dewey Hewett, and Andrew Edge. 

1973 - In April, a committee, comprised of Thomas Harrelson, Venia Stanley, Eliza 
beth Walters, J.C. Williams, Margie Harrelson, Wanneda Dudley and Paul Stephens, was 
selected to revise the church roll. List #1 would consist of all members who are known to 
be living and their addresses known, while List #2 would consist of all names that appear 
on the roll, who are not known, cannot be located, nor their addresses obtained, along 
with those who are deceased ... The deacon chair was Wilson T. Harrelson and Thomas Har 
relson was the clerk. Eugene Richardson was the treasurer. The WMU director was Marga 
ret Hewett and the brotherhood director was Donald Rabon. The training union director 
was J. R. Stanley, Jr. and the SS director was J.C. Williams. Margaret Hewett served as the 
pianist. Messengers to the annual CBA meeting were Wanneda Dudley, Venia Stanley, 
Leila Richardson, and Dewey Hewett. 

1974 - In March, the deacons recommended the first Sunday in April of each year 
be set aside as a "debt retirement Sunday," in addition to the fall homecoming day. All 
offerings on these days would be placed in the debt retirement fund. This practice would 
begin the first Sunday in April of 1974. In July, a motion was approved to nominate Billy 
Cribb as outreach director and Donald Rabon as the assistant. The deacons recommend 
ed to the church that a sign be built showing the church name. A blueprint was presented 
for approval. Beautification of the grounds, including cement walks, landscaping and the 
erection of a permanent church sign was completed. W. T. Harrelson was the deacon chair 
and Thomas Harrelson was the clerk. Eugene Richardson was the treasurer. Billy Cribb 
was the brotherhood director and the WMU director was Margaret Hewett. Music director 
was Bobbi Earp. Training union director was Bobby Stanley and the SS director was Jimmy 
Hewett and Shafton Hewett was the assistant. Margaret Hewett was the pianist. 

1975 - Following a mission trip to Ecuador, the Superintendent of Missions, Co 
lumbus Baptist Association, shared his vision of a special need there. A goal of $2,500.00 
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was set to raise funds from the association to purchase a church lot there. Clarendon was 
one of thirty associational churches to participate in this mission endeavor. The goal was 
surpassed by $1,000.00. Billy Cribb and]. R. Stanley, Jr. were appointed to serve as mem 
bers of the executive committee of the CBA. 

J 
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1976 - In February, W. Thomas Harrelson, Jr. was nominated to fill a vacancy on 
deacon board, replacing Wilson Harrelson, who had retired after twenty- four years of 
service. (Thomas was the youngest son of Wilson T. and Belle H. Harrelson). The deacon 
chair was Bobby Stanley and the clerk was Thomas Harrelson. Treasurer was Eugene Richard 
son and the brotherhood director was Billy Cribb. The WMU director was Elatha H. Hewett 
(daughter of Rev. A. D. Harrelson) and the music director was Margaret Hewett. The training 
union director was Bobby Stanley and the SS director was Jimmy Hewett. Susan Carter was 
the pianist. Messengers to the CBA meeting were Venia Stanley, Elizabeth Walters, Wanneda 
Dudley, and Lettie Cribb. 

1977 - On November 8, through the dedicated effort of our people and the bless 
ings of the Lord, the church paid off its banking indebtedness after only seven years. On 
that date a note burning was witnessed. The loan had been set up for a ten-year period. 
The church voted for the building and grounds committee to have a deep well drilled and 
to secure plans for paving the parking areas. The deacon chair was Bobby Stanley and the 
clerk was Thomas Harrelson. The treasurer was Eugene Richardson and the brotherhood 
director was Billy Cribb. Elatha Hewett was the WMU director and Margaret Hewett was 
the music director. Training union director was Bobby Stanley and the SS director was 
Jimmy Hewett. Susan Carter served as the pianist. 

1978 - On October 29, the church accepted a Constitution and By-laws, prepared 
by the deacons and pastor. In November, an addition was added on the south end of the 
educational building. Parking areas were also paved and curbing added. Eugene Richard 
son was the treasurer. Brotherhood director was Jerry Stephens and Margaret Hewett was 
the WMU director. The music director was Margaret Hewett. Bobby Stanley was the train 
ing director and Jimmy Hewett was the SS director. Susan Carter served as the pianist. 

1979- InJanuary, Eugene Richardson began serving as the clerk. OnJuly 25, a recommen 
dation was made to the church on the installation of an updated and more suitable sound system. 
The Deacon chair was Bobby Stanley. The brotherhood director was Jerry Keith Stephens and 
Margaret Hewett was the WMU director and pianist. The training director was Bobby Stanley and 
the SS director was Jimmy Hewett. 

1980 - On March 30, James R. Hewett, Jr., was recommended to fill a vacancy on 
the deacon board, left by the resignation of Dewey Hewett. On April 16, the church voted 
to have all three restrooms and the nursery renovated. A motion was made to purchase a 
1969, 12 passenger Dodge Van, for $6,120.00. In May, a van committee comprised of Lar 
ry Watson, Glenda Williams, Rowena Grainger, and]. R. Stanley, Jr. was formed. In June, 
the van committee recommended that certain rules be read before the church regarding 
van usage. Eugene Richardson was the clerk, secretary, and treasurer. Jerry Stephens was 
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the director of brotherhood and the WMU director was Shirley Carter. The music direc 
tor was Margaret Hewett. The training director was Bobby Stanley and the SS director was 
Jimmy Hewett. The organist was Meta H. Mercer. Messengers to the CBA were Pastor R. E. 
Carter, Elizabeth Walters, Ruby Hughes, Venia Stanley, Wanneda Dudley, and Lettie Cribb. 

1981 - In a called conference on January 28, the church appointed James R. Hewett, Jr. to 
replace former trustee Jerry K. Stephens. The church discussed the need to borrow $3,500.00 to 
pay various outstanding expenses. These expenses arose due to nursery and restroom renovations 
and installing the old church bell adjacent to the rear parking area. James R. Hewett, Jr., a trustee, 
was appointed to sign a note at United Carolina Bank, Tabor City, NC, for the needed amount. 
In July, $500.00 was sent to Columbus Baptist Association to be used in West Virginia to assist 
in organizing a Southern Baptist Church then:~'. Bobbi Earp was sent to West Virginia to assist the 
group. In September, the church decided to celebrate jointly the 75th anniversary of the church 
and homecoming on Sunday, November 1. The deacon chair was Bobby Stanley and the brother 
hood director was]. R. Stanley, Jr. Eugene Richardson served as the clerk, treasurer, and secretary. 
The WMU director was Shirley Carter. The training director was Bobby Stanley and the SS director 
was James R. Hewett, Jr. The organist-pianist was Meta H. Mercer. 

1983 - On November 9, a motion was approved to seal and stripe the parking lot, 
consisting of 2290 square yards, for a total of $1,348.32. James R. Hewett, Jr.,· J. R. Stan 
ley, Jr., and Pat Stanley were chosen as the nominating committee to select church direc 
tors. Elizabeth Walters, Ruby Hughes, Roy Stanley, Lettie Cribb, and Ben Williams were 
selected as delegates to the associational meeting to vote on purchase of property for the 
CBA. The deacon chair was Bobby Stanley. Eugene Richardson was the clerk, treasurer, 
and secretary. Bobby Stanleywas the director of brotherhood and the WMU director was 
Shirley Carter. The music director was Margaret Hewett and the training director was 
Larry Mercer. The SS director was Larry Watson. Meta K. Mercer was the pianist-organist. 
]. R. Stanley, Jr. and Larry Watson were the executive committee members. 

1984 - On January 25, a motion was approved to place all church employees un 
der contract employment, sending Form 1099, at the appropriate time and to amend the 
budget regarding pastor's salary, designating portions to the various categories, without 
affecting the original budget total. Deacon chair and brotherhood director was Bobby 
Stanley. Eugene Richardson was the clerk, treasurer, and secretary. The WMU director was 
Shirley Carter. The music director was Margaret Hewett and Meta Mercer was the pianist 
organist. The training director was Larry Mercer and the SS director was Larry Watson. 

1985 - In January, the church voted to have World Missions Conference begin 
2/3/1986, in lieu of a spring revival. There would be 5 services, with missionaries as speak 
ers. On April 21, the church decided to purchase land from Carl Stephens, on the east 
side of the church and adjacent to the church grounds, running 200 feet down both SR 
1314 and SR 1315. The cost is to be $20,000.00, with a down payment of $10,000.00 and 
$5,000.00 due 11/86 and the final $5,000.00 due 11/87, with interest@ 6 % to be paid on 
balance. On June 2, the church decided to send Pastor Robert E. Carter to the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Dallas, TX, as a messenger. Margaret Hewett was the music direc 
tor. Ben Williams was the SS director and Larry Mercer was the training director. 
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On July 23, 1985, Carl Stephens and wife, Edna H. Stephens, conveyed one tract 
of land containing 1.217 acres to Paul Stephens, Thomas Harrelson, Furnie Hughes,]. C. 
Williams and James Ruey Hewett, Jr., trustees for Clarendon Missionary Baptist Church. 
This tract is located on the east side of the church and lies between SR 1314 and SR 1315. 

1986 - On June 1, the building & grounds committee requested permission to clear 
newly acquired land. It was further decided that this committee do whatever was neces 
sary to correct the sound system. On September 29, a budget of $45,350.00, recommend 
ed by the finance committee, was accepted. The WMU director was Shirley Carter. Marga 
ret Hewett was the music director and Meta Mercer was the organist-pianist. The training 
director was J. R. Stanley, Jr. and the SS director was Larry Watson. Messengers were Eliza 
beth Walters, Ruby Hughes, Wanneda Dudley, and Rowena Grainger. 

1987 - On April 26, the church decided to pay $300.00, as its "fair share" of the purchase 
price of Columbus Baptist Association land. Jimmy Hewett was the SS director and Larry Mercer 
was the training director. The music director was Margaret Hewett and Meta H. Mercer was the 
pianist. Shirley Carter was the WMU director and Bobby Stanley was the brotherhood director 
and the deacon chair. Eugene Richardson served as the derk, treasurer, secretary and librarian. 

1988 - On June 5, the Board of Deacons recommended Larry Watson to be appoint 
ed to fill vacancy on deacon board. On October 8, the building and grounds commit- 
tee recommended 2111 sq. yards of parking area be resurfaced and striped, for a total of 
$1,670.00. On November 13, Herman Cain and R. E. Carter were chosen to attend Baptist 
State Convention, in Greensboro, NC, as messengers. Larry Watson, Patricia Stanley, and 
Larry Mercer were named to the nominating committee. Larry Mercer was the training 
director and Jimmy Hewett was the SS director. Margaret Hewett was the music director. 

1989 - The SS Director was Jimmy Hewett and the training director was Larry Mer 
cer. The music director was Margaret Hewett and the pianist was Meta H. Mercer. Eugene 
Richardson was the secretary, treasurer and clerk. Messengers were Elizabeth Walters, 
Wanneda Dudley, and Ruby Hughes. The WMU director was Shirley Carter. Bobby Stanley 
was the brotherhood director, stewardship chair, and deacon board chair. 

1990 - On February 18, Jimmy Hewett presented a proposed "stage" renovation, 
to cost not over $1,000.00, with labor from the church. Part of this renovation included 
moving the steps to the pulpit area from the sides to the front. On March 4, the church 
authorized the deacons to make a down payment of $2,600.00, on a piano that had been 
delivered for trial use. $6000.00 had been pledged and full payment would be due in 90 
days. On September 26 the deacon board recommended sending the Columbus Baptist 
Association $1,000.00, for building fund, with$ 700.00, to be sent annually, for the next 
two years. In July, a nominating committee comprised of Larry Watson, Paul Stephens, 
and Patricia Stanley was selected. In September, the nominating committee recommend 
ed Jimmy Hewett as the SS director and Ben Williams as the training director. Margaret 
Hewett would be the music director. · 
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1991 - In June, Larry Watson, Edward Kinlaw, and Sandra Hewett were selected as 

the nominating committee for the new officers. In September, the recommended slate 
of officers was accepted. On December 18, Judy Walker gave a recommendation on new 
hymnals. One hundred and fifty hymnals costing $7.75 each would cost $1,063.00. Cover 
would be spruce green. Ben Williams, of the building and grounds committee, recom 
mended a proposal from Kenita Inc. for repairing plastic moldings on all pews for a total 
cost of $1,445.36. A proposal from Hinson Cabinet Works was $568.00 for the pew work 
and $568.00 to add pencil racks to pews. A motion by Ben Williams to use Hinson Cabi 
net Works was seconded and approved. Also recommended getting an estimate from Hin 
son Cabinet to reinforce pews. Bobby Stanley recommended that the previous approved 
action be postponed until a committee could consult with Mr. Hinson on all needed 
repairs. Ben Williams made a recommendation that the fellowship hall be converted to 
classroom space, at an estimated cost of $5,000.00. On December 22, following a discus 
sion on dividing the fellowship hall into classrooms and repairing the pews, a consensus 
of members present was for work to be completed. 

1992 - From January through September Maurice H. Gillam serves as moderator, 
while the September minutes reads "pulpit committee, presented motion that Maurice 
Gillam be considered as interim pastor, to begin the last Sunday in September." On July 
19, the motion approved on December 18, 1991, regarding the partitioning of the fellow 
ship hall in order to give additional Sunday school space was discussed. To this date there 
had been no action taken. The building and grounds committee brought to the church a 
recommendation in the form ofa motion to rescind the resolution concerning partitions 
in the fellowship hall and to seek other avenues as a solution to the need for additional 
Sunday school space. Motion approved. The building and grounds committee was com 
prised of Homer Tyler, Rosabell Powell, Wilbur Holden, and Herman Cain. Rosabell Pow-· 
ell, Jonathan Williams and Jimmy Hewett were appointed as the nominating committee. 
Larry Watson was the director of the training union and Jonathan Williams was the SS 
director. The deacons recommended that Margaret Hewett teach Hispanics the English 
language in the church building. Mrs. Hewett then explained the program. Bobbi Earp 
was to be her assistant. A motion made for this recommendation was approved. In Octo 
ber, the deacon board recommended purchasing a stereo, new sheets and mattresses for 
nursery and also trying out two brands of photocopiers, with plans to purchase one of the 
copiers. 

1993 - In June, the deacon board recommended using the church building on 
Saturday evenings during summer months, for use of the migrant program. Pastor James 
David Gary began his pastorate on September 18. The minister of music and organist was 
Meta Mercer and Karen Bullard was the pianist. The SS director was Jonathan Williams 
and Cynthia Kinlaw was the discipleship-training director. The WMU director was Marga 
ret Hewett and the brotherhood director was Bobby Stanley. Eugene Richardson was the 
treasurer, secretary, and clerk. The deacon chair was Bobby Stanley and Pastor David Gary 
was stewardship chairperson. Messengers to the annual CBA meeting were Rosabell Pow 
ell, Roy Stanley, Ruby Hughes, Wanneda Dudley, and Rowena Grainger 
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1994 - On June 26, Jimmy Hewett, Edward Kinlaw, and Pat Stanley were assigned to 
the nominating committee. On August 14, Jonathan Williams was approved as the SS di 
rector. Kim Edwards was the discipleship-training director and Meta Mercer was the music 
director. Gayle Watson chaired the finance committee. On August 28, Homer Tyler and 
Worley Edwards were ordained as deacons. Clay Bullard began serving as clerk on Septem 
ber 1. 

1995 -A "van committee" was nominated in March. On May 7, this committee was 
authorized to purchase a program van, at a cost not to exceed $20,000.00. On October 25, 
Bobby Stanley, Jimmy Hewett, Silas Inman, Lieu Via Gary and Gayle Watson were appointed 
as the new building committee, for possible building expansion. 

1996 - On February 25, the church approved the purchase of a new sound system 
from McFadden Music Company, in the amount of $7,200.00. On March 24, Larry Mercer 
was accepted as deacon to replace Myron Williams. Bobby Stanley and Eugene Richard 
son were accepted as deacons on July 7. On December 8, a motion was passed, to use a 
$20,000.00 insurance payment and also secure a loan of $150,000.00 for construction of a 
new fellowship building. 

1997 - Rowena Grainger and Larry Mercer were accepted as trustees to fill vacan 
cies left by the resignation of Thomas Harrelson and the death of Furnie Hughes. Signa 
tures of three of the five trustees were needed to secure a bank loan for the new fellow 
ship building. Footings were poured for the new fellowship building on April 16. On July 
13, Jimmy Hewett and Zonel Connor were elected as deacons for three years. On August 
31, the resignation of Pastor David Gary was accepted, to be effective September 30. On 
September 10, the deacons recommended and the church accepted a pastoral search com 
mittee made up of Jimmy Hewett, Clay Bullard, Rowena Grainger, Cynthia Kinlaw and 
Worley Edwards. The church accepted Larry Watson as a deacon, filling the vacancy left 
by Eugene Richardson, who was killed in an auto accident on August 18, 1997. "Eugene 
was a quiet man who led by example. For many years, he served our church faithfully ... as 
the church treasurer, clerk and finally, as a testament to his steadfastness in the Lord, as a 
deacon for 31 years." Dr. Floyd I. Enzor was approved on November 9, to begin as interim 
pastor effective November 16. James R. Hewett, Jr. was approved as the secretary-treasurer 
of Clarendon Baptist Church on November 23. Charles and Marlene Larrimore were del 
egates to the NC State Baptist convention. 

1998 - Worley Edwards and Silas Inman were approved as deacons, to serve for 
three years, on July 19. On September 20, the church approved a motion to call Charles L. 
Larrimore, Jr., as pastor, effective October 12. Meta H. Mercer served as the music director. 
Ricky Cribb was the training director and Larry Mercer was the SS director. Gayle Watson 
served as the finance committee chair. Charles and Marlene Larrimore were delegates to 
the NC State Baptist convention. 
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1999 - Clay Bullard and Edward Kinlaw were approved on July 4 as deacons for 

three years, replacing Bobby Stanley and Larry Watson. On December 5, a directory com 
mittee, comprised of Robert Denham, Chairman, Charles Larrimore, Judy Sechrest and 
Pat Stanley, was approved. This was the second directory. Meta Mercer was the music 
director. Ricky Cribb was the training director and Larry Mercer was the SS director. Gayle 
Watson chaired the finance committee and Jimmy Hewett chaired the deacon board. 
Helen Williamson taught the pre-school class. 

2000 - A revised constitution was approved unanimously on January 23. A motion 
was approved, on February 20, to paint the church exterior for $2, 150.00 and install new 
carpet for $8,000.00. Unanimous approval was made on March 6, to purchase an ice 
maker for church kitchen. A motion was approved that pews be upholstered at same time 
carpet was installed, at a cost of $12,000.00: Carolina Church Furnishings of High Point, 
NC, would complete the pew work. $8,000.00 had been previously approved for carpet 
and $12,000.00, was pledged for pews, for a total of $20,000.00. On April 30, the church 
voted on and chose the color for the carpet and pews. Teal was the chosen color, with one 
vote per family. On July 2, Bobby Stanley and Larry Watson were approved as deacons 
to replace James Hewett and Zonel Connor, who rotated off the board. On July 9, a 60'x 
80' children's playground was approved, at a cost of $1, 152.00. A turnkey fence was to be 
placed on the rear of the church property, near the storage building. The church voted to 
contribute $675.00 to the Ralph Bell crusade. The nominating committee was· comprised 
of Clay Bullard, Cynthia Kinlaw, Sandra Hewett, Meta Mercer, Ricky Cribb, and Jonathan 
Williams. The following were selected as officers and directors for the next church year. 
Meta Mercer would be the music director, Jonathan Williams was the SS director, and 
Ricky Cribb was the training director. Zon Connor chaired the building and grounds com 
mittee: Glenn Cribb, Vanessa Blair and Rhonda Denham were selected as youth fellow 
ship directors, to replace Brian and Lisa Holland, who had moved. 

2001 - On February 11 the church pew upholstering was completed. The resigna 
tion of Pastor Charles Larrimore, Jr., was accepted on February 18 to be effective February 
25. A pulpit search committee, comprised of Bobby Stanley, Edward Kinlaw, Zon Connor, 
Beth Cribb and Margaret Hewett was approved. On March 18, a motion was accepted 
that the church fund playground equipment, setup and delivery fees, plus mulch for 
$3,300.00, to be paid from church savings account. On May 27, David Todd was unani 
mously approved as interim pastor to be effective July 1. Worley Edwards announced that 
a van had been donated to the church for use in any ministry. A recommendation was 
approved that the church accept the van, purchasing insurance and any other needed 
items to make it operational. Annie Inman, Pat Stanley, and Worley Edwards were recom 
mended to serve on the nominating committee, as the initial three members. On July 
29, Stokes Kisiah and Jimmy Hewett were accepted as deacons replacing Worley Edwards 
and Silas Inman, who rotated off. On August 26, a recommendation was accepted that 
the church contribute $300.00 to Chip Hannah, for the "In God We Trust" fund, to place 
plaques in public schools at a cost of $3.00 each. Donald "Ricky" Cribb was approved to 
fill a vacancy on the pastoral search committee, left by the resignation of Beth S. Cribb. 
On October 21, James Hewett, Jr., moderator for Columbus Baptist Association, asked if 

20 



our church could host the annual spring CBA meeting on March 18, 2002. Clarendon 
Baptist Church would provide the facilities, as well as work in conjunction with other 
churches on providing meals. Approval was given. Clay Bullard was the training director 
and Jonathan Williams was the SS director. Meta H. Mercer was the music director. 

2002 - The church approved James F. Hooper as pastor on May 26 to be effective 
July 7. Clay Bullard resigned as clerk effective June 1. Stokes Kisiah served as interim clerk 
through August 31. On July 28, Zonel Connor and Ricky Cribb were approved as deacons 
for the next three years. William Sechrest, finance committee chair, presented a budget 
of $104,165.64 for the coming church year. The budget was unanimously approved. Judy 
B. Sechrest assumed the position of clerk on September 1. In December, by letter to the 
congregation, Meta Mercer resigned her position as director of music. Gayle Watson was 
selected to assume this position. Cheryle Cribb was the publicity director and Edward 
Kinlaw was the training director. Bobby Stanley chaired the deacon board. The nominat 
ing committee was comprised of Jimmy Hewett, Stokes Kisiah, and Cynthia Kinlaw. 

2003 - On February 9, Pastor Jim Hooper called the church into conference, ex 
plaining the Columbus Baptist Association was purchasing property in the amount of 
$55,000.00. Each church was being asked to contribute $2,000.00. The deacon board 
recommended a gift of $1,000.00 be made from General Fund, budgeting the additional 
$1,000.00, for the following year. William "Bill" Sechrest, finance committee chair, rec 
ommended this plan be followed. Unanimous approval was given. On May 4, copies of 
revisions to the church constitution were distributed. Pastor Hooper pointed out recom 
mended changes, to be voted on after thirty days. On June 1, the nominating committee 
comprised of Ricky Cribb, Kim Edwards, and Judy Sechrest recommended Gayle Watson, 
music director; Edward Kinlaw, training director; and Donald Ward, SS director. Unani 
mous approval was given. On June 8, Pastor Hooper presented a proposal to accept the 
recommended changes to the church constitution. Unanimous approval was given. On 
July 20, Bobby Stanley, deacon chair, recommended that Worley Edwards and Edward 
Kinlaw serve as deacons for the following three years, replacing Bobby Stanley and Larry 
Watson who rotated off. Unanimous approval was given. On August 3, the van commit 
tee recommended accepting an offer of $1,300.00 for the blue van. Unanimous approval 
was given. Pianist was Erika W. Kinlaw and Gayle Watson was the music director. Vaca 
tion Bible School director was Sandra Hewett. The communion committee was comprised 
of Bobby and Pat Stanley. The SS director was Jonathan Williams and the teachers were Si 
las Inman, Evelyn Williams, Bobby Stanley, Stokes Kisiah, Worley Edwards, Cheryle Cribb, 
Lang Kinlaw, Rachel Connor, Gayle Watson, and Pat Stanley. Kathy Arp was the nursery 
director . 

• 
2004 - On July 4, Bobby Stanley and Larry Watson were elected to serve as deacons. 

Bill Sechrest, finance committee chair, recommended a budget of $107,555.47. The mo 
tion was approved. Cheryle Cribb was the bulletin-publicity chair. Don Rabon was the 
usher chair and Glennie Hyman was the greeter chair. Ricky Cribb was the nominating 
committee chair, and Cynthia Kinlaw was the object lesson chair and the nursery direc 
tor. The baptism committee was comprised of Larry and Gayle Watson. Bobby Stanley was 
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the building and grounds chair, while Rachel Connor was the kitchen committee chair. 
The SS director was Donald Ward and the teachers were Silas Inman, Margaret Hewett, 
Bobby Stanley, Sandra Hewett, Worley Edwards, Lang Kinlaw, Rachel Connor, and Wendy 
Ward. 

2005 - On March 6 Pastor James F. Hooper resigned, effective immediately. On 
March 13, a business meeting was held. Ricky Cribb, deacon, presented a recommenda 
tion from the deacon board that a search committee comprised of Worley Edwards, Stokes 
Kisiah, Cynthia Kinlaw, Pat Stanley and Larry Watson, be established to seek a new pastor 
and to fill the pulpit until a pastor is hired. Unanimously accepted. Larry Watson, finance 
committee chair, presented a financial report for the first six months of the church year. 
A proposal that budget be amended from $107,835.47 to $95,626.74 was accepted after 
several questions and clarifications. A proposal was also presented that an amendment 
be made to change matching funds for missions offering. For this year, the church would 
not match at 25% money sent to foreign and home missions. Following questions, clarifi 
cation and explanations, a vote was called. Amendment accepted unanimously. On April 
3, with Ricky Cribb, vice-chair of deacons, serving as moderator, the meeting was called 
to order. Edward Kinlaw, nominating committee chair, announced the resignation of 
Jimmy Hewett as church treasurer and presented a motion that Carol B. Kisiah be selected 
for that position. Unanimous acceptance. On April 17, Larry Watson, finance committee 
chair, made a recommendation, from the committee, that money from a special emergen 
cy fund, with permission of the donor, be used to pay mortgage balance on the fellowship 
hall, relieving the church of a monthly mortgage payment. Motion carried unanimously. 
On April 24, finance committee chair, Larry Watson, gave an update on church finances. 
The fellowship hall mortgage had been paid in full. Once paperwork was received from 
Cooperative Bank in Tabor City, NC, the church would have a celebratory luncheon. On 
May 22, the search committee chair presented a proposal that Pastor]. David Todd serve 
as interim pastor until a regular pastor was found. Pastor Todd would begin his duties 
on June 1. Unanimous approval was given. On June 12, Larry Watson gave a treasurer's 
report on the budget at end of third quarter, which was presented arid accepted as read 
and discussed. Lottie Moon, $2,939.00 (no matching), Annie Armstrong, $1,358.00 (no 
matching), Cooperative Program (3%) $3, 162.00 & $3, 132.00 ($420.00 paid) & NC Mis 
sions, $580.00, for a total of $10,332.05. This brought all monies owed up to date and 
was passed without opposition. The church council met with deacons to begin reviewing 
the church constitution. On July 10 Stokes Kisiah and Jimmy Hewett were nominated 
to fill upcoming vacancies on the board of deacons. Zon Connor and Ricky Cribb were 
rotating off. On July 17, in a brief ceremony, conducted by Pastor David Todd, Trustees 
James Hewett and]. C. Williams, a note burning was held for the fellowship hall. Thanks 
and honor was given to Bernice H. Stephens and her sons (Bill, Gene, Andy, and Tim), 
whose generous gift enabled the church to pay off the note early. Lunch was served fol 
lowing the ceremony. On August 21, Bobby Stanley presented the amended constitu- 
tion, pointing out changes. A vote was to be taken in thirty days. Bobby Stanley made a 
motion that Silas Inman and Patricia Fipps serve as trustees. Motion was approved. On 
September 18, SS director Jimmy Hewett announced eight Sunday school teachers had 
agreed to attend a conference at Ft. Caswell. He requested $320.00 be added to budget 
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to cover their expenses. No opposition. On October 2, Larry Watson, search committee 
chair, reported the committee was perusing resumes, most of which were furnished by the 
State Baptist Convention. Bobby Stanley recommended that amendments to the church 
constitution be approved. Unanimous approval was given. On October 30, a recommen 
dation came from the building and grounds committee to remove a wall between two 
classrooms, creating more space for the Adult III Class. There would be little or no cost to 
the church, as church volunteers would complete the work. Approved without opposi 
tion. The work was to be completed on Saturday, November 5. A second recommendation 
from the building and grounds committee, for a heat and air unit, to be added for pastor's 
study, at a cost of $11,000.00, passed with no opposition. On November 20, Pastor Ray 
Best preached a trial sermon at the invitation of the search committee. On November 27, 
Larry Watson brought a recommendation that Ray Best become bi-vocational pastor of 
Clarendon Baptist Church, effective December 1. Unanimous approval. The church coun 
cil decided that on the second Sunday of each new quarter, a business meeting would be 
held, with the first quarterly meeting held in December. On December 11, finance com 
mittee chair Edward Kinlaw, recommended that the church send $1,000.00 to the as 
sociational office to pay a debt that was overlooked in a previous year. Centennial chair 
Patricia S. Fipps, shared several facts concerning the early years of church history, asking 
anyone with further information, pictures, artifacts, etc., if they would share with her. 
The meeting was adjourned, following a motion and second. Stokes Kisiah was the SS 
director. Zon Connor was the discipleship-training director and Gayle N. Watson was 
the music director. SS teachers were Silas Inman, Margaret Hewett, Bobby Stanley, Sandra 
Hewett, Edria Kinlaw, Lang Kinlaw, Pat Stanley, Wendy Ward, and Rachel Connor. Erika 
Kinlaw was the pianist and Cheryle Cribb was the assistant. Sherry W.Simmons was the 
nursery director. Edward Kinlaw was the building and grounds chair and the finance com 
mittee chair. Jimmy Hewett was the treasurer and Judy Sechrest was the clerk. Irene N. 
Hyman chaired the kitchen committee. 

2006 - On January 22 at a called business meeting Pastor Ray Best, called the 
church into conference. Building and grounds committee chair Edward Kinlaw, brought a 
recommendation that the church purchase a lighted "announcer sign" for the front lawn, 
at a cost of $7,383.00, plus tax and shipping of $582.00, for a total of $7,965.00. Church 
members would complete installation. Search committee chair Larry Watson presented 
a breakdown of pastor's salary, comprised of housing allowance, business expense and 
retirement. On February 19, the building and grounds committee, with approval of the 
deacon board, recommended the installation of exterior lighting, consisting of four gal 
vanized pole lights. Two lights, each, on the front and rear of church ground. The power 
source, to be buried in conduit, would also provide power for the new church sign. The J. 
C. Williams family funded this project in memory of Alice Bryant Williams, wife, mother 
and grandmother. On March 12, deacon chair, Bobby Stanley, advised that the deacons 
are to be in charge of a time capsule to be buried during this centennial year and opened 
in twenty- five years. Suitable items, from each SS class, youth group, etc., are to be placed 
inside the capsule. Directory chair, Sandra Hewett, reported Olan Mills Photography 
Studio had been contacted regarding a church directory. In addition to pictures of cur 
rent church members, the directory may contain historical facts, old pictures relating to 
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church history, etc. Publicity chair, Bill Sechrest, reported a re-design of the church bulle 
tin cover, depicting the centennial year, along with a suitable slogan. Pastor Best advised 
that most of the previous available pastors have been contacted. Those contacted have 
agreed to conduct a service during the centennial celebration, beginning with" Heritage 
Day (August 13)." There will also be a "New-Centennial Sunday" to look ahead to the 
next one hundred years. Building and grounds chair, Edward Kinlaw, reported the old 
church sign was removed (March 3) and the new sign was erected (March 8.) The new 
exterior lighting system was also completed during this period. Kinlaw also reported a 
quarterly finance budget, as of February 28, pointing out that three line items were over 
budget. Meeting adjourned, following an approved motion. On June 4, Jimmy Hewett, 
Wendell Prince, and Wendy Ward, were recommended as the first three members of the 
nominating committee. The director of music was Gayle Watson and Erika Kinlaw was 
the pianist and Cheryle G. Cribb was the organist. SS teachers were Silas Inman, Marga 
ret Hewett, Bobby Stanley, Worley Edwards, Edria Kinlaw, Sandra Hewett, Pat Stanley, 
Wendy Ward and Rachel Connor. Sherry Simmons was the nursery director and Jimmy 
Hewett was the SS director. Carol Kisiah was the treasurer and Judy Sechrest was the clerk. 
Rowena Grainger was the homecoming committee chair. On June 11, at a quarterly meet 
ing, Ray Best, moderator, called the church into conference. Judy Sechrest, clerk, read the 
minutes of the last quarterly meeting. Edward Kinlaw, finance committee chair, reported 
the committee is beginning to prepare next year's budget. Forms have been given to de 
partment heads for budget requests and need to be returned by June 14. Kinlaw further 
noted that the deacons had directed the finance committee to remove $45,000.00 from 
the checking account and invest it in high interest-yielding CD's. There was some discus 
sion regarding centennial expense. The finance committee will address this issue in the 
2006-2007 budget. Jimmy Hewett pointed out that a banner is being presented to the SS 
class with the largest percentage of increase in attendance. Pat Stanley, the WMU chair 
reported that the current project is "Blessings in a Bottle" and asked that each one give 
as he or she feels led. Bobby Stanley reported the Mrs. Ruby Hughes had expressed inter 
est in a wheelchair ramp and that Zon Connor was to contact someone to see if help is 
available to build the ramp. In the absence of the youth leaders Kim Edwards and Lang 
Kinlaw, Worley Edwards gave a report on the upcoming trip for the youth to Atlanta, GA. 
Vacation Bible School chair Sandra Hewett reported that the VBS would be held July 10- 
14. Bobby Stanley reminded everyone that deacon nominations are coming up on July 
2, with elections on July 9. Edward Kinlaw, building and grounds chair, reported that the 
committee is working on landscape ideas for the new sign. Doors at the front sides of the 
sanctuary have been replaced. The media room is to be moved to the old pastor's study. 
Handicapped signs have been placed in the parking lot. In looking at possible classroom 
changes for the nursery, five men on the committee have agreed to assist their wives. It 
was hoped that other men would also help out. Stokes Kisiah reported that Bill Sechrest 
was supposed to teach the next unit of discipleship training, but since he has just had sur 
gery someone will fill in until Bill has recuperated. 
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Pat Fipps, centennial chair, pointed out that the committee is putting together an histori 
cal record of the church, which needs to be bound into a booklet. Input was requested as 
to how many booklets would be needed and how much money would be allotted. After 
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some discussion, Larry Watson proposed that $1,500.00 be added to the current budget 
to cover expenses for the centennial activities and publications. The committee is to find 
out the cost for five hundred booklets. Bobby Stanley seconded the motion and after 
further discussion, it was approved. Bobby Stanley said he had checked with Farm Bureau 
Insurance and that any adult licensed driver can operate the van. He pointed out that he 
would ask that more money be appropriated for the van ministry, including fuel, repairs 
and new lettering. 

James Roy Stanley, Sr. is believed to hold the longest perfect attendance record for Sun 
day school. Based on conversations with Mrs. Ruby Hughes (a sister) and Jeffrey Stanley 
(a grandson) we know that he received perfect attendance pins for thirty plus years. His 
grandson relates that after several consecutive years of receiving these pins the manufac 
turer would contact the church annually to determine if a pin would be needed for that 
particular year, as they had so few requests for pins for that number of years. "Mr. Roy" 
passed away June 22, 2006 at the age of 92. 

For 100 years, the music department has been and continues to be a wonderful blessing 
to Clarendon Baptist Church. We pay tribute to the past and present music directors, the 
pianists and the organists, who along with the choir members continue to provide us 
with these blessings each week. They compliment and complete our worship services. 

We also pay tribute to the past and present pastors, the officers, the directors, the teach 
ers, the various committee members, and numerous other individuals who have con 
tributed and will continue to contribute their time and talents and are committed to His 
cause and our calling. 
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Clarendon Bapti t Church Pastors 

Christenberry Milliken August 81 1906 
Joshua J. Harrelson December 1907 
J.T. Tyner. October 1908 
W.G. Chestnut December 1910 
J.T. Caines November 1911 
Joshua J. Harrelson October 1913 
W.D. Pridgen June 1914 
Alva Dow Harrelson October 1914 
H.K. Marlowe January 1921-0ctober 1923 
W.A. Coleman December 1923 
George R. Hunt. July 1926-1932 
S.A. Hatley · January 1932-September 1934 
George R. Hunt. July 1934-1937 
Alva Dow Harrelson June 1937-1944 
G. Clyde Prince 1944-April 1953 
S. Woodrow Jolly July 19, 1953-0ctober 9, 1955 
Alva Dow Harrelson November 1955-September 1957 
Joe Stanley November 1957-May 1958 
Joe Stanley October 195.8-1962 
Joseph Earl Lanier August 1962-0ctober 1965 
Robert Earl Carter, Interim December 26, 1965-February 1966 
Robert Earl Carter March 1966-December 31, 1991 
Maurice H. Gillam, Interim January 31, 1992-August 1993 
James David Gary September 1993-September 30, 1997 
Dr. Floyd I. Enzor, Interim November 16, 1997-0ctober 5, 1998 
Charles Liston Larrimore, Jr October 12, 1998-February 25, 2001 
John David Todd, Interim July 2001-June 2002 
James F. Hooper July 7, 2002-March 6, 2005 
John David Todd, Interim June 1, 2005-November 30, 2005 
Paul Ray Best December 1, 2005 
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Clarendon Baptist Church (Zion Chapel) 
Charter Members 

List of Brothers and Sisters granted Letters of Dismission, from Mount Sinai Baptist 
Church, on Saturday before the Second Lords Day in August 1906, to constitute another 
church of same faith and order. (Ref: Mount Sinai Church conference minutes of August 
1906. 

Brothers: F. T. Harrelson (Furney Troy), J. J. Harrelson (Iesse J.), N. M. Har 
relson (Needham McDowell), J.C. Nealy, C. C. Todd (Collier Charles; son of Edward 
Hickman and Nancy Cox Todd; Nancy was the daughter of Benjamin and Marenda 
Wright Cox and Marenda was the daughter of Issac and Ann Hathaway Wright), Asberry 
Ward, Alamanzer Williams, Joshua Williams (Ioshua Howard). 

Sisters: C. L. Harrelson (Callie Leticia "Lou" Ward; spouse of Needham), D. 
C. Harrelson (Delia Caroline), R. E. Nealy (Rhoda Elizabeth: spouse of J.C. Nealy), 
Sarah J. Frink (Sarah Jane Grainger; daughter of John William and Louisa Elizabeth 
Todd Grainger), M.A. Todd (Moranza Ann Norris; spouse of Collier Charles Todd), M. J. 
Ward (Mary), Dorcas Williams (Dorcas Harrelson (Spouse of Alamanzer Williams), F. 
A. Hinson (Fannie) (possibly a daughter of Joshua and Nancy B. Harrelson); (unproven). 

In an oral conversation with the church clerk of Iron Hill Baptist Church, on Jan. 
17, 2006, the following information was received: Haynes Harrelson, his wife and son, 
were given Letters of Dismission from the Iron Hill Baptist Church. The date is unknown, 
however these names do not appear on their church membership roll after 1906. 

In excerpts from what appear to be minutes of Clarendon Baptist Church/Zion 
Chapel records, the names of Haynes Harrelson, Mary E. Harrelson (spouse) and 
Joe P. Harrelson (son), and Rev. Joshua}. Harrelson are shown as four of the origi 
nal members, who constituted (Zion Chapel) Clarendon Baptist Church. These are in 
addition to those previously listed. The remaining members were Rev. Christenberry 
Milliken, (believed to be from Chadbourn, NC), Arlington Prince and A. T. Ward. 
No evidence has been found indicating where these last two individuals were from. 

Rev. Joshua]., Jesse J., Haynes H., Dorcas, and Delia Caroline were the children of 
Solomon and Elizabeth Stephens Harrelson. Needham McDowell and Furney Troy are the 
sons of Rev. Joshua J. and Nancy Benton Harrelson. Rhoda Elizabeth and Joshua Howard 
are the children of Alamanzer and Dorcas Harrelson Williams. Based on available records, 
the names in bold print are believed to be the charter members of Clarendon Baptist 
Church (Zion Chapel). · 
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OSCAR HIGH 
GENERAL MERCHANT 

AND MANUFACTURER OF 

BRICK AND FARM TILE 

WHITEVILLE. N. C. 



Having been led, as we believe by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord 
Jesus Christ as our Saviour and, on the profession of our faith, having been 
baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
we do now in the presence of God, and this assembly, most solemnly and 
joyfully enter into covenant with one another as one body in Christ. 

WE engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit to walk together in 
Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this church, in knowledge, 
holiness, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and 
regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the 
relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nations. 

WE also engage to maintain family and secret devotions, to bring up our 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; to seek the salvation 
of our kindred and .. acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the world; to 
be just in our dealinqs: faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our 
deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; to abstain 
from the sale of, and use of, intoxicating drinks as a beverage; to be zealous 
in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Saviour. 

WE further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love, to remember 
one another in prayer; to aid one another in sickness and distress; to cultivate 
Christian sympathy in feeling and Christian courtesy in speech, to be slow 
to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation and mindful of the rules 
of our Saviour to secure it without delay. 

WE moreover engage that when we remove from this place, we will, as 
soon as possible, unite with some other church where we can carry out the 
spirit of this covenant and the principles of God's word. 




