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Congregation rebuilds church struck by lightning 
By TYLER COX 
News Staff Writer 

of Clarks Creek Baptist Chun:h finished 
building· their church here last July, 
lightning struck. Their months of labor 
had turned into ashes and charred timbers ARARAT, Va.--Just after the members 

Members of Clarks Creek Church 

... Are uiorking to rebuild their church in Ararat, Va. 

in only a few minutes. 
Now aftet a year of hard work, the 50 

dedicated members have almost finished 
rebuilding their church without the aid of 
loans. 
Two Sundays ago the members met in 

the basement of the new church and 
conducted the first services there since 
last summer's tragedy. 
"It's been amazing," said Chester Brim, 

a church member and general contractor 
who has coordinated construction work. 
"It took some faith to start back. 
"The day after the fire when we met, I 

asked the people if they'd stand behind me 
to help build the church back, and they all 
said yes. They had the best interest of any 
group of people I've seen," Brim said. 
The day after the fire, plans were made 

immediately to rebuild the church and to 
begin the process of finding another place 
to have services. Brim said that the 
congregation was able to use Carter's 
Chapel Presbyterian Church, a vacant 
church less than a mile away. The next 
Sunday morning the congregation met 
there for Sunday School and worship. 
Brim said that after A.R. Cox Con 

struction Company of Ararat agreed to 
haul away the burned debris, plans for the 
new church were drawn up and work on 
the second new church soon began. 
According to Brim, the congregation 

was very enthusiastic about rebuilding 
their church and nobody gave up the idea. 
"It was a hurting time," Brim remem 
bered, "but they never gave up. We 
launched out on faith. 

"I remembered these words; 'All things 
are possible if you only believe,' and we 
did it." 

Brim said that he believes that the 
reason construction has progressed so 
rapidly is because all the members have 
worked together. ·"Each person had 
something to contribute. Everybody could 
lay a block, hand a board or lay mortar. 
"The ladies brought us dinner. We got 

together like that on Saturdays I guess 
eight or IO times. I remember working 
some cold days when icicles were hanging 
down," Brim said. 
The new plans, drawn up by Brim and 

his brother, Fred, called for an additional 
six feet on the front and three feet on the 
back. The new church still lacks brick 
walls and other final touches, but Brim 
said all work should be completed by the 
latter part of next year. 
"A Jot of our white friends have come to 

our rescue to help us," Brim said. "We 
have many friends who have contributed 
money. We just keep moving -- we never 
have stopped." 
Once the basement was ready to occupy, 

Brim said that folding chairs were set up 
there and a temporary altar and pulpit 
were arranged. He said that the 
congregation will continue to meet in their 
basement until the sanctuary is com 
pleted. 
Pastor of the church is the Rev. James 

R. Strickland. Located on Squirrel Spur 
Road, the original church was a log cabin 
built on the same spot more than 75 years 
ago. 
The congregation continues to rebuild 

their church with a sense of pride that is 
not often found in a group so small. Brim 
said the congregation only hopes that the 
old saying that lightning never strikes 
twice in the same place is still true. 
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... Takes measurements of new church icindou: 


