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( LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
the only place African-Americans 
could assemble peacefully. The church 
is the only institution that we as 
African-Americans can call our own. 

It is amazing to me that the article 
contained a lot of quotes, but not one 
quote came from the Bible. This is 
what the whole "brawl" was all over in 
the first place, the right to worship 
God in the appropriate manner. Or is 
it? 

The court system is not the proper 
place to settle disputes of this manner, 
and it disheartens me to acknowledge 
that the situation reached that level. 
Christians are supposed to love each 
other. With that thought please consid 
er reading I Corinthians 13:4-7, which 
reads: 

"Love is patient and kind; love is not 
jealous or conceited or proud, love is 
not ill-mannered or selfish or irritable; 
love does not keep a record of wrongs; 
love is not evil, but happy with truth. 
Love never gives up; and its faith, 
hope, and patience never fail." 

Kelisha Williams 
Yadkinville 

Church fight embarrassing 
To the editor, 

I was astounded and embarrassed 
to read the Dec. 1 Tribune. I could not 
believe the article on the front page ti 
tled, "Fight in church nets arrests, le 
gal action." Both of my great-grand 
parents, the late Mr. and Mrs. Homer 
Cooper Sr., attended Clark's Memorial 
Baptist Church faithfully for many 
years. I guess that is why I find it so 
hard to believe the turmoil that oc 
curred within this church body. 

Furthermore, I am appalled at the 
comments and actions exhibited by 
several people "within the congrega 
tion. Has anyone stopped to think 
about the estab1ishment of the 
African-American church and what it 
means? 

The church was the center of the 
civil right's movement, a movement 
that allowed African-Americans to 
gain the rights that we were denied for 
so long. This conflict occurred among 
many individuals that were a part of 
this historical event in history. During 
this period in history, the church was 
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Church fight embarrassing 
To the editor, 

I was astounded and embarrassed 
to read the Dec. 1 Tribune. I could not 
believe the article on the front page ti 
tled, "Fight in church nets arrests, le 
gal action." Both of my great-grand 
parents, the late Mr. and Mrs. Homer 
Cooper Sr., attended Clark's Memorial 
Baptist Church faithfully for many 
years. I guess that is why I find it so 
hard to believe the turmoil that oc 
curred within this church body. 

Furthermore, I am appalled at the 
comments and actions exhibited by 
several people .. within the congrega 
tion. Has anyone stopped to think 
about the establishment of the 
African-American church and what it 
means? 

The church was the center of the 
civil right's movement, a movement 
that allowed African-Americans to 
gain the rights that we were denied for 
so long. This conflict occurred among 
many individuals that were a part of 
this historical event in history. During 
this period in history, the church was 

the only place African-Americans 
could assemble peacefully. The church 
is the only institution that we as 
African-Americans can call our own. 

It is amazing to me that the article 
contained a lot of quotes, but not one 
quote came from the Bible. This is 
what the whole "brawl" was all over in 
the first place, the right to worship 
God in the appropriate manner. Or is 
it? 

The court system is not the proper 
place to settle disputes of this manner, 
and it disheartens me to acknowledge 
that the situation reached that level. 
Christians are supposed to love each 
other. With that thought please consid 
er reading I Corinthians 13:4-7, which 
reads: 

"Love is patient and kind; love is not 
jealous or conceited or proud, love is 
not ill-mannered or selfish or irritable; 
love does not keep a record of wrongs; 
love is not evil, but happy with truth. 
Love never gives up; and its faith, 
hope, and patience never fail." 

Kelisha Williams 
Yadkinville 
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Crying wolf on racism 
• Using accusation of prejudice to strike back 

dilutes its impact when it really happens. 
The former chairman of deacons at Clark's Memorial Baptist 

Church came out spitting venom last week when he accused 
Yadkin Sheriff Mike Cain of racism for shutting down the 
church after a fight. 
"If this had been a white church, the sheriff would have got 

ten the people involved in the fighting, arrested them and that 
would have been the end of it, " William Armstrong said. 
But according to others involved in the church's infighting, 

which ultimately saw Armstrong and the Rev. Jeffrey Scott Sr. 
booted, Cain's actions were totally appropriate. 
Armstrong's accusations are likely more a result of sour 

grapes than racism. A District Court judge has barred Scott and 
Armstrong from the church and from acting on behalf of the 
church. Members of the church have also filed a civil complaint 
claiming that Armstrong raised Scott's salary without the con 
gregation's approval. 
The fact that Cain is white and in a political position gives 

Armstrong a way to get in a final parting shot. But he and oth 
ers who blame prejudice when it isn't there are hurting the 
cause in the long run. 
Those wishing to end racism shouldn't practice it. 
There are still many bigots and narrow-minded people who 

let stereotypes based on color or creed cloud their reasoning and 
influence their actions. There is no need to see demons around 
every corner when there are plenty of real one's out there. 
Crying racism is like a knife - used correctly it can cut can 

cer from a body, but overdone can cause death itself. 
And every time someone accuses another of bigotry when it 

doesn't exist, it lowers the credibility of the next person - 
someone who may have really been a victim of it. 
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Judge extends order 
against deacon 

YADKINVILLE - A District 
Court judge has given a former 
church deacon until next month 
to contest a temporary restrain 
ing order against him. 

Judge Mitch McLean contin 
ued a hearing on the temporary 
restraining order until Jan. 10, 
allowing William Armstrong of 
Greensboro time to hire an attor 
ney and prepare his case. 

Until that time, McLean ruled 
the temporary restraining order 
would remain in effect. 

Armstrong, the former deacon 
board chairman of ~~o"i' ~....,,,~ 

· 1 Ba · in Barney 
Hil , and the Rev. Jeffrey Scott Sr. 
are not allowed within 100 yards 
of their former church. 

Judge Jeannie Reavis Houston 
issued the restraining order Nov. 
22, three weeks after Sheriff 
Mike Cain arrested five church 
members in a brawl. Jerry Dob 
son, the chairman of the church's 
board of trustees, said the order 
was needed to protect the church s 
and avoid anymore fights. 

Armstrong and Scott are ac 
cused of misusing church funds 
and instigating the fight. 

Both men, who have been vot 
ed, out of the church, denied the 
charges. 

They blame Dobson and othe~s 
for the bickerin.g that ultimately 
resulted in Cain temporarily clos 
in the church'.'\ · - 
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Deacon 
sheriff racist 
about church 
• Others involved 
say Cain acted justly 
in dealing with fight. 

8v ANDY MATTHEWS 
AsslSTANT EDITOR 

BARNEY HILL - As resi 
dents try to heal the spiritual and 
physical wounds surrounding 
C 's Memorial Ba tist 
Churc , e emo iona ire 
among congregation members - 
exiled and existing - continues 
to smolder. 

William Armstrong, 
a life-long resident of 
the community and 
former chairman of 
the church's deacon 
board, Thursday ac 
cused the Yadkin 
County Sheriff Mike 
Cain of racial bias 
when he closed the 
church after a fight 
during a recent Sun 
day service. 

"If this had been a 
white church, the 
sheriff would have 
gotten the people in- 
volved in the fighting, arrested 
them and that would have been 
the end of it," said Armstrong, 
who was chairman of the deacon 
board from 1965 until he was re 
cently deposed. "He didn't have to 
close the church down. I'm not 
even sure that was legal." 

Cain, who is white, and his 
deputies had to break up a fight 

Mike Cain 

calls 

Nov. 7 during a service. 
He said earlier this week that 

his primary concern was the safe 
ty of the congregation and others 
in the community. 

"I have met with them and 
prayed with them. I did every 
thing I could do," Cain said. "It's 
a crying shame that you have to 
shut down a church in Yadkin 
County. It was a last resort be 
cause they couldn't work things 
cut." 

Jerry Dobson, the chairman of 
the church's board of trustees for 
28 years said that the fight began 
when the Rev. Jeffrey Scott Sr. 

tried to remove a 
member of the congre 
gation from the 
church. But Scott de 
nies that allegation, 
saying that Dobson 
and his followers in 
stigated the argu 
ment. 

Though they dis 
agree on how the fight 
began, both men said 
the fight spilled out- 
"side the church. Sher 
iff deputies arrived 
and arrested five men 
for public disturbance. 

Two parties to a complaint 
filed in Yadkin County District 
Court, asking that Armstrong 
and Scott be restrained from the 
church, came to Cain's defense. 

Dobson and Lennard D. Tuck 
er, a Winston-Salem attorney, 
both said Cain acted in the public 

(Sie Bias, ba~k ~ 



Bias~ ·· ' mately erupted in the brawl. 
In a civil complaint filed Nov. 

22 in District Court, Dobson and 
church members charge Scott 
with financial impropriety, con 
ducting the church's business in 
private, preaching about sex on 
two consecutive Sundays, and us 
ing ''vulgar language, actions and 
conduct in the pulpit." 

The complaint says $7,000 
was transferred from the 
church's savings account to the 
checking account, and Scott was 
paid $9,000 from January to July. 
During that time, according to 
the complaint, Armstrong raised 
Scott's salary from $125 to $350 a 
week without the congregation's 
approval. 

Both Scott and Armstrong de 
ny the allegations, saying Dob 
son and a "small minority'' of the 
congregation are actually re 
sponsible for the church's prob 
lems. 

Most of them, he said, don't at 
tend church regularly and rarely 
make a large financial contribu 
tion at the offerings. 

"They are not active members 
that are doing the kicking of the 
heels," Scott said. "These are peo 
ple who just don't believe in doing 
right in the sight of Christ." 

Neither Scott nor Armstrong 
intend to return to the church. 
The congregation held a special 
meeting Sunday night in which 
both of them were removed from 
their positions. 

Continued from front page 

interest. Race, they said, had 
nothing to do with his decision. 

"Cain didn't want to arrest 
anybody," Dobson said. "He was 
hoping we would settle this mat 
ter. He even tried to set up a 
meeting. I support Cain. I think 
he did a good job." 

Tucker agreed, saying Cain ac 
tually acted with considerable re 
straint. The sheriff, Tucker said, 
could have charged the five peo 
ple arrested with assault. Howev 
er, they were charged with public 
disturbance. 

"If that sheriff ever did any 
thing right, he did it this time," 
Tucker said. "This isn't about 
race. People's lives were at 
stake." 

Tucker said Cain could have 
declared the church a public nui 
sance, citing the potential harm 
to the community. 

"People were carrying 
weapons and calling the sheriff's 
department every two or three 
days," Tucker said. "He had every 
right to do whatever he did. He 
saved lives. He's got my support." 

Dobson added that although 
Cain did ask that the church be 
closed, congregation members 
could have held a service. They 
were merely obeying the sheriff's 

If that sheriff ever 
did anything right, he 
did it this time. This 
isn't about race. 
People's lives were at 
stake. 

-Lennard D. Tucker, attorney 

' prder. 
"He didn't actually lock the 

doors," Dobson said. "He put 
some tape on the railings. We 
could have gone back in there. We 
just chose not to, given the situa 
tion. We thought, in this case, it 
was best not to open the door." 

Judge Jeannie Reavis Houston 
issued a temporary restraining 
order Monday against both Scott 
and Armstrong, telling them not 
to come within 100 yards of the 
church off Rockford Road, and to 
"cease all activities" at or on be 
half of the church. 

Clark's Memorial Baptist 
Church, established in the 1920s, 
is a fixture in the predominantly 
black community, with about 60 
members. It is located off Rock 
ford Road, just north of the Yad 
kin River. 

Both sides blame each other 
for church infighting that ulti- 

Though Dobson may have for 
given Scott, he hasn't forgotten 
his actions. He's still considering 
trying to have the temporary re 
straining order made permanent 
at a Dec. 13 hearing in District 
Court. 

"He killed the spirits, stole the 
church's money and destroyed 
everything the church stood for," 
Dobson said. "He got what he 
wanted, but lost what he had." 
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( ;).91 Controversy 
continues over 

Sunday services, Cain said 
members had reported. Re 
sponding to calls over the past 
year, Cain said he had wit 
nessed members of the congre 
gation "swinging, scratching, 
and hitting" while children 
watched. 
Jerry Dobson, chairman of 

church fights 

the church's board of trustees 
for 28 years, said that the Sun 
day service got out of hand on 
November 7 shortly after Rev. 
Scott finished with the an 
nouncements. Dobson said that 
a member of the congregation 
threatened to remove Scott 
from the church and, shortly 
afterwards, Rev. Scott himself 
tried to remove someone from 
the church. 
After Cain responded to the 

scene, a yellow police tape was 
draped across the doors, but 
they were not locked, said Cain. 
Cain did remove the tape on 
Tuesday to allow for a funeral 
service to take place. 

~~ -------· 

By Marci Shore 
Staff Writer 

Reverend Jeffery Scott, Sr. and 
William Armstrong were re 
cently ordered by a Yadkin Dis 
trict Court Judge not to come 
within 100 yards of Clark's Me 
morial Baptist Church, located 
in the Barney Hill community off 
Rockford Road. 
The restraining order was is 

sued Monday, November 29, 
against the two in response to a 
brawl that occurred on Novem 
ber 7 during a Sunday service. 
Congregation members have 

) 
filed a civil suit against Rev. 

_ Scott and Armstrong, a chair 
man of the church's board for 
over 30 years. 
Yadkin County Sheriff Mike 

Cain and his deputies arrested 
five members of the congregation 
for disturbing the peace. 
Cain said that he previously 

had to break up fights at the 
church on at least three occasions 
in the past year, and estimated 
that his deputies have responded 
an additional six times to the 
church in the past year. Because 
he had seen tensions escalate, he 
felt more needed to be done. 
"We had to do something before 

we had a body count over there," 
said Cain. Congregation mem 
bers, dressed in their Sunday 
bests, were bringing weapons to 

''We had to do some 
thing before we had 
a body count over 
there." 

!~~. Sheriff Mike Cain 



(~~~~~~repodedly 
made the statement that had 
this been a "white" church, Cain 
would have never deemed it 
necessary to 'shut down' a 
church. 
Clark's Memorial Baptist is 

located in a predominately Afri 
can American community and 
has around 60 members in the 
congregation. 
Dobson though, said that 

Cain did not want to arrest any 
one, and he even suggested that 
the two parties meet to try and 
settle things out of court. A long 
time church member, he said 
that he did not feel that race was 
an issue in the matter. 
"Take a look at my depart 

ment- I have women and people 
of all colors," said Cain. "I would 
have handled a white church 
the same way I handled this 
case. I did everything I could - 
even brought the two chaplains 
from my department to try to 
work out the problems. A sheriff 
shouldn't even have been 
needed at the church. I have 
other things I should be doing, 
other than keeping people in 
church from killing each other." 
The sheriff said that there 

seemed to be a group that stood 
behind the pastor, and a group 
that stood against him. As well, 
there were those who came to 
services and simply went home 
afterwards, trying to be 
uninvolved with the conflict. 

1 Continued from page 1 

Dobson and other church 
members have filed a'Civil com 
plaint, alleging that Rev. S~ott 
conducted the church's business 
in private, misappropriated 
church funds, preached about 
sex on two consecutive Sundays, 
and used vulgar language and 
actions in the pulpit. 
Armstrong allegedly raised 

Scott's salary from $125 to $350 
a week without the 
congregation's approval. 
Cain said that he requested 

minutes from the church's busi 
ness meetings, but no one could 
produce the sort of records 
churches are required to keep for 
tax purposes. "No one could pro 
duce the records showing me 
how this church operated," he 
said. "In order for a church to be 
considered a tax-exempt organi 
zation, certain records are sup 
posed to be kept." 
Cain added that it seemed to 

him that Rev. Scott and 
Armstrong "pretty much were 
doing whatever they wanted to 
do." Some members of the con 
gregation told Cain that they 
didn't even think that Scott had 
even officially been approved to 
be the minister. 
Reportedly, both Armstrong 

and Scott deny all allegations 
and neither intend to return to 
the church. 
Dobson, though, is consider 

ing trying to have the temporary 
restraining order made perma 
nent at a December 13 hearing 
in Yadkin County District 
Court. 
Cain said that since meetings 

between the opposing members 
of the church seemed to accom 
plish little in terms of mediating 
differences, he suggested that 
the congregation simply "split 
up and move on." He added that 
he felt it a shame to have such 
negative publicity about 
churches, considering how diffi 
cult it seems to get people in 
church these days. 
"These kind of incidents give 

people even more excuses not to 
go church," Cain said. "It's hard 
enough to get people to church, 
~much less if church is like going 
to the OK Corral." 



. . . '1 q \ . 1\1 

• Deposed pastor, deacon 
barred from church 
after brawl in sanctuary. 

BY ANDY MATTffEWS' 
AsSIS'TANl EDITOR 

BARNEY HILL - Three weeks after 
a ·fight broke out inside th~ 
Memorial Ba tist Church sanctuary, a 
a. in ounty 1strict ourt judge has 

barred the former preacher and the 
chairman of the deacon board from the 

building. Judge Jeannie Reavis Houston issued 
a temporary restraining order Monday 
against the Rev. Jeffrey Scott Sr. and 
William .Armstrong, telling them not to 
come within 100 yards of the church off 
Rockford Road and to "cease all activi- 

gation threatened to remove Scott from 
the church, which is located at 1016 
Clark Road in the Barney Hill communi- 
ty not far from the Yadkin River. 

"There was a question after the an- 
nouncement, and Scott waved it off, say 
ing he would take care of it," Dobson 
said. "But we knew nothing would be 
done. When the roan, followed up with 
another question, Scott said, 'You are out 
of order, and you're disturbing the ser- 

Vice."' Dobson said the fight began when 
Scott tried to remove a member of th~ 
congregatiqn from the church. But Scott 
denied that allegation Tuesday night, 
saying that Dobson and his followers in- 
stigated the argument. "They came to church in a posse look- 
ing for a fight," Scott said. "They had 
weapons. They carry destruction from 

,,...,; 
<.:_See Church, back p~ 

elected by the congre 
gation. "Lord have mercy. 
Jesus Christ," Scott 
said Tuesday night 
when told of the alle 
gations. "I didn't do 
any of that. These 
people are Christian 
people making up cov 
er-up stories .... 

"Those people who 
are filing those com 
plaints are actually 
the ringleader of this 
kind of stuff, · the 
fights." 

Though trouble had been brewing at 
the church for some time, Dobson and 
Scott said, things got out of hand Nov. 7 
shortly after Scott finished with the an- 
nouncements. Dobson said a member of the congre- 

....--: 

ties" at or on behalf of the church. 
Jerry Dobson, chairman of the 

church's board of trustees for 28 years, 
said Tuesday that he's glad the court in 
tervened to settle the dispute. He blames 
Scott and Armstrong for church infight 
ing that ultimately erupted in the Nov. 7 
brawl, forcing Sheriff Mike Cain and his 
deputies to intervene: during a Sunday 

service. : "Sometimes you just have to meet the 
devil head up," Dobson said. ''You got to 
back him into a corner." In a civil complaint filed Nov. 22 in 
district court, Dobson and church mern- · 
bers charge Scott with financial impro 
priety, conducting the church's business 
in private, preaching about sex on two 
consecutive Sundays, and using "vulgar 
language, actions and conduct in the pul- 

pit." The complaint says $7 ,000 was trans- 
ferred from the church's savings account 

to the checking ac 
count, and Scott was 
paid $9,000 from Janu 
ary to July. During 
that time, according to 
the complaint, Arm 
strong raised Scott's 
salary from $125 to 
$350 a week without 
the congregation's ap- 
proval. That allegation 
prompted laughter 
from Scott who said he 
had no control of the 
church's finances. 

"I don't even write checks," Scott said. "I didn't ask for anY 
money. The deacons of the church set my 

salary." Scott also ·denies that he conducted 
church business in private, or that, as 
the complaint alleges, he was never 

Lord have mercy. 
Jesus Christ. l didn't 
do any of that. These 
people are Christian 
people making up 
cover-up stories. 

-Jeffrey Scott Sr., former pastor 
at Clark's Mernarial Baptist Church 

' 
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Ch h "real charmer" who had a way ' urc with women and "weak-minded" . 
men. Clark's Memorial Baptist 
Church has been around for 78 

Continued from front page years but had never experienced 
major -problems until Scott took 
over as pastor, Dobson said. 

Scott said that's not true. 
"Those people voted me in on a 

Sunday," he said. "And I said 
when I was voted in, 'As Christ 
led me, they will follow. I will do 
nothing wrongly in the sight of 
men, nor in the sight of Christ."' 

Scott said Dobson and a mi 
nority of congregation members 
lobbied to get rid of him. Most of 
them, he said, never even attend 
ed church regularly and rarely 
made a large financial contribu 
tion at the offerings. 

"They are not active members 
that are doing the kicking of the 
heels," Scott said. "These are 
people who just don't believe in 
doing right in the sight of 
Christ." 

Dobson said that congregation 
members were particularly 
alarmed when Scott discussed 
child molestation in one of his 
sermons, using his daughter as 
an example. 

"He was talking about fathers 
molesting daughters, hearing 
them moaning and groaning," 
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one point to another." 
Though it wasn't clear who 

started the fight, Cain made sure 
he would finish it. 

Cain said he tried in vain to 
mediate the differences before he 
was forced to lock the church 
doors. 

"I had been over there before 
several times to break up fights," 
Cain said Tuesday. "I finally had 
all I could stand. We had meet 
ings. We prayed. Finally, I got 
tired of dilly-dallying around .... 
We had to get it before a judge. 
We had to do something before 

r we had a body count over there." 
Cain and his deputies charged 

five members of the congregation 
with public disturbance. 
. In his mind, the church had 
ceased to become a place of wor 
ship. It was just a building, Cain 
said. 

"I hate to be known as the 
sheriff who shut down a church, 
but it was the only way to solve 
things," he said. ''You just don't 
fist fight at the altar." 

Dobson described Scott as a - 

j 

Families break up, 
law firms break up, 
even churches break 
up. 

-Leonard D. Tucker, lauryer 

' 
Dobson said. "During a Bible 
study one night, he said he didn't 
want anyone hugging on . his 
daughter because her breasts 
were growing .... " 

Another of Scott's sermons, ac 
cording to Dobson, was entitled, 
"I'm tired of being your a-hole," 
he said. 

Scott declined to specifically 
address that allegation, saying 
only that his sermons come from 
a higher power. 

"I preach the word of God," he 
said. ''What I preach, no one con 
trols God's message .. That's the 
way it is - signed, sealed and 
delivered. That is my job, broth 
er." 

The temporary restraining or 
der was issued the morning after 
congregation members voted to -- 

remove Scott as pastor. It re 
mains in place until a Dec. 13 
hearing in District Court. But 
Scott said that hearing won't be 
necessary. 

"I never intend to set foot in 
that place again," Scott said. "Af 
ter the fight broke out, that's it. 
They fought and brought blood. 
Those people can do whatever 
they want, whenever they want. 
I'm through with it." 

Leonard D. Tucker, a Winston 
Salem attorney hired by the 
church, said churches are not im 
mune from social discord. 

"Families break up, law firms 
break up, even churches break 
up," Tucker said. 

Dobson said the 60-member 
congregation held a church ser 
vice Sunday with a temporary 
minister - the first since sher 
iff's deputies locked the doors 
three weeks earlier. Sunday's 
sermon was entitled, "I look to 
the mountains for our help." 

Dobson said he has already 
forgiven Scott, wishing him well 
at his next church. 

"I don't hold anything against 
him," he said. "I went to the altar 
and put this behind me .... We 
have some wounds and scars! 
We've got to go through a healing 
process." \\ 


